Copyright is owned by the Author of the thesis. Permission is given for
a copy to be downloaded by an individual for the purpose of research and
private study only. The thesis may not be reproduced elsewhere without
the permission of the Author.

HOME AWAY FROM HOME?
SPANISH IMMIGRANTS IN GERMANY

A Thesis submitted in partial fulfilment of the degree of
Master of Arts
in Social Anthropology
at Massey University, Albany, New Zealand

CHRISTINA BORZNER

2004

ABSTRACT

This paper is based on my research among Spanish Immigrants in Germany.
In-depth interviews, participant observation and a questionnaire were being
used to explore, which meanings "home" can take on in the context of
migrants' experiences in the migration process. Different aspects are
considered, like background of the migration, development of long-term
settlement, language and social networks to get an insight in the migrants'
physical and emotional involvement in both, Germany and Spain.
I argue that the experiences and concepts of home in this context do not
have to be limited to either the country of origin or the country of
destination, but can entail both. The preservation of Spain as the true
homeland does not have to preclude an emergent sense of home in Germany
at the same time. Furthermore, I propose that the physical as well as
cognitive movement between both countries might be an integral part of the
migrants' conception of home.
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