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Abstract

The work presented for this thesis includes journal articles, book chapters, and

one book produced over the span of 30 years and falls into three main
domains; historical geography, contemporary agrifood/forestry research, and
studies in the history of geographic thought. The historical geography work is
further divided into research on forest history in New Zealand, on society and
environment, largely in New Zealand in the last decade of the 19 th century and
early decades of the 20th century, and writing on the discharged soldier
settlement scheme. The agrifood research spans from pipfruit to the meat
industry. The associated forestry research ranges from afforestation policy, to
privatization, corporate forestry, and forest governance. The history of
geographic thought research considers the beginnings and distinguishing
characteristics of geography in New Zealand. These bodies of work make a
sizable and diverse contribution to the geographical literature and to
interdisciplinary enquiries amongst geographers, environmental historians, and
rural sociologists.

