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ABSTRACT
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The longing for a personal space that serves as a sanctuary correlates with the current lack of engagement 
between the users and their spaces in the urban living of India (IES, 2018). Currently upper-middle-class 
families in India engage in the philosophy of materialism with their luxurious way of living to create 
this sense of retreat in order to be comfortable and satisfied (Hudders & Pandelaere, 2012). Drawing on 
minimalist theory to appertain a heightened value, this research introduces an amalgamation of Indian 
luxury strongly influenced by the Mughal dynasty with usability to enhance the connectivity of the user with 
their spaces. This practice led research project was derived from an autoethnographic case study of my family 
in India. Analysing the existing spaces and objects to develop a made to order site-specific active object, 
utilising the precision in craft and rich materials from Indian luxury with simplicity and clarity regarding 
minimalism through design thinking. To actualise this, the scope of innovation on an existing object has 
been identified from the case study through methods of spatial and ritual analysis, i.e., how the presence of 
an active object enhances or restricts the interaction between the user and their spaces. Furthermore, the 
research findings can be offered as a service to accommodate personal needs of India’s upper-middle-class 
families.

Keywords- retreat, engagement, sanctuary, luxury, Indian luxury, minimalism, usability, craft, user, space, 
active object, autoethnographic case study


