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11. 

ABSTRACT 

The present study is concerned with childrens' judgement of 

the duration of historical events, distant and recent, and, 

in particular with ethnic differences in a multi-cultural 

setting. It was designed to seek relationships between; 

( i) the ways in which children construct the duration of 

historical events using time cues, and 

(ii) race and sex differences in such construction. 

The study was confined to Malay and Chinese primary school 

children in Malaysia. The sample consisted of 436 students, 

all in the 12 year age group. This age group was chosen 

because many of the studies relating to time and time 

judgeme nt (e.g. Wallace and Rabin 1960) suggested that the 

developmen t of a time concept occurs in children approximately 

at the same age and is generally expected to become fully 

established by the age of e l ev e n yea rs. 

The investigation was carried out in two phases. 

phase comprised a group test designed to; 

The first 

( i ) assess group performances in judging the duration of 

historical events and 

(ii) permit the selection of students for subsequent l n 

de pth interviews . 

The interview which constituted the second phase, was divided 

into five separate parts. Its purpose was mainly to uncover 

the ways in which children used time cues in corning to 

conclusions about the duration of historical events and, in 

particular, beginning and end points. 

The data from the group test were quantitatively analysed 

using analysis of variance to yield mean score differences 

between groups. The bulk of the findings from the interview 
~ 

questions are presented in the form of graphs, tables and 

profiles. 



The group test findings indicate that there is little 

difference between sub samples in the way in which children 

come to conclusions about the duration of historical events. 

However, there is some relationship to be found between 

certain categories of answers and student performances in 

judging the duration of historical events. Dates of the 

events, in particular the beginning and end date~ were shown 

to be relevant to the process. Some of the other alternatives 

(other than the conventional scale of measurement e.g. dates) 

used by the children to come to conclusiornabout the duration 

of historical events are interesting. Many of them indicate 

the involvement and synchronization of two or more 

disciplines on which historical events bear. This knowledge 

is important because children can then be taught to develop 

the necessary frame of mind for cross discipline reference 

and consensus on historical time. 
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