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Abstract. 

 

Being Local; a sense of place - details a journey during which I explore the notion that one aspect of art is seen best as a local activity, 

with the artist exploring his/her sense of place. Reading of relevant texts, and research of the conceptual basis of the notion, resulted in 

written and visual works. The writing records selected aspects of my thinking, detailing arrivals and discoveries, the development of art 

objects. Ultimately the research suggests that a sense of place is unfinished business; an ongoing process, a constant part of any 

vernacular or local activity. ‘Place’ is a story to be told and retold, a relationship constantly being renewed. 

 

Specifically, the story told here is from my own past to arrival in the settlement of Gladstone where I live on a three acre farmlet. That 

farmlet is the particular site in which I have carried out work exploring my thesis during 2007. The idea that art works are intrinsically 

local, inherently determined by my relationship with the place where I work, is an important part of the story. The acting of creating, is 

one of many relationships entwined in stories without which there can be no place to have a sense of. Another is the sharing of food. I 

have combined both the making of objects, and the sharing of food, as relational activities expressing ‘know how’, an art project. 
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