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Abstract

The development of an onsite renewable energy system is seen as key to developing the
community of Parihaka and sustaining the expected population increase. This research has
assessed the potential options for such a system and the potential opportunities, barriers,
impacts and benefits that could come as a result. It was evident from the very first
community consultation that one of the most important aspects of this system would be the
ownership model, with hui and workshop attendees strongly favouring a community-owned
system and this was further emphasised in survey responses. Interestingly, however, the
interviews told a different story with a concern over a lack of social cohesion and an
imbalance of work ethic leading to a preference for a joint ownership model.

For the most part, the data collection phase verified much of the literature review in that
Parihaka community views reflected research to date. Examples include high levels of
project support when community involvement and consultation throughout the planning
phase is present, expected local employment gains and a preference for at least a joint
community ownership stake in the project. However, while the survey and interview
respondents felt that social barriers would pose the greatest issues the literature review
noted that institutional barriers could very well pose much greater difficulties.

Visual impact on the landscape from wind turbines is a major source of opposition and
residents and people living in the vicinity have the right to disapprove of the aesthetics of a
wind turbine. Similar opposition to the use of other RE resources can greatly impede on
successful implementation levels. However, the perceived negative impacts of these RE
technologies must be assessed with consideration to the fossil fuel equivalents in order to
get a clearer picture.

Further research opportunities exist for assessing the next stages of the planning phase,
with specific regards to papakainga land, including the preparation of a resource consent
application and the legalities and considerations that must be addressed in order to increase
the chances of success. Research into the specifics of the desired ownership model is also
recommended, in addition to considering the ongoing community commitments needed to
maintain the system.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

BANANA - Build absolutely nothing anywhere near anything
EECA - Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority
EU - European Union

FIT — Feed-in-Tariff

GHG’s — Greenhouse gases

GW - Gigawatt

IEA - International Energy Agency

IPCC - Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
MBIE - Ministry of Business, Innovation & Employment
MFAT - Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade

MGT - Microgeneration technologies

MWh - Megawatt hour

NIABY - Not-in-any-backyard

NIMBY - Not in My Back Yard

OECD - Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
PPT — Parihaka Papakainga Trust

PV — Photovoltaic

R&D - Research and development

RE — Renewable Energy

RMA - Resource Management Act

ROCs - Renewable Obligation Certificates

STDC — South Taranaki District Council

UK - United Kingdom

UN — United Nations

WDC — Whangarei District Council



GLOSSARY

Hapo - section of a large tribe, clan, secondary tribe
Hui — congregate, come together

Iwi — nation, people

Kaitiaki- guardian or steward

Kaitiakitanga — guardianship and stewardship

Mana — authority, control

Marae — enclosed space in front of a house, courtyard, village common
Maunga - mountain

Taonga — property, anything highly prized

Urupa — fence round a grave, burying place

Reo Maori — The Maori language

Wahi tapu - sacred objects and areas

Wananga — instruction, wise person

Whakapapa — genealogy, lineage, descent

Whanau - family group

Definitions sourced from (Moorfield, 2011; Williams, 1971)
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