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PREFACE

This thesis is the history of an experiment in
colonisation which was also an oxperiment in colonial
defence ~ the settlement of the RKoyal New Zealand Fencibles
in a series of villages just south of the city of Auckland,
then the seat of govermmient of this country.

It does not attempt to cover any clearly delineated
period, for 1t i1s the history of the fencibdble corps fronm
the time 1t was envisaged w:til tlie time when the ponsgioners
had becorie absorved into colonial society; and althougsh the
inception can be dated accurately enough = at 1846 - t-e
process of absorption carnot be said to have ended at any
given tine. '

Nor does tine writer claim for it any particular line of
apsroach or point of view. It 1s sirmply a study of tie
scttlemerts over a decads or so at the ernd of wiich cortain
conciusions emerge on thie importance of the schene a:d the
degree of its success.

The writert's specilal thanizs go to the following:
to Professor W.r. Horrell, for his guidarce a:xd supcrvisiong
to the staffs of thie Auckland tuvlic Library and of the Dorminion
Archives; to iirse C.'is Stratiterm, Hocken Libraria:: for ner
patient and chieerful nelp; armd to iy wilfe for her enccuragenent,
helpful criticism, and vy no means least, for her typing of
this thesis.
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LIST OF ABBRLVIAWIONS

Great Britain parliamcntary papers

Cormanid nuwiber (This refers to the old series)
IIouse of Reprcsertatives

Legislative Council

Votes and procecsdings

Appei:dix to Journals

Auclzlaaid Proviicial Cowicil

Acts and procecdings

Lominion Arcnives

abbreviations arc Dorinioxn archiives niwibers

lidlitary despatciics Iroir the Secretary.of State,
December 1842 to ioveniber 1354,

Letters fromn Officer Cornabding liow Jealand
I"'ennicibles to Governicr Greye April 1851 to
eoruary 1833

Despatenes frcm Governor Grey to the Secretary
of State. 4 iiay 1847 to 27 June 1849.

Ditto, 2 July 1849 to 30 aujsust 1351

Lotters 4o tie Officer Coinanding llew Zealand
I'ezcibless aujust 1351 to ilay 1853

The following are the writer!s abbreviations for Dominion
Archives material wiiich: is nict rnumbered.

C.S.I.
C.S.0. 1847

C.S.o. 1848-56

Colonial Secretaryts Inwards Ccrrespondence, 1847-

Colonial Sccretaryts Out letscrs (Millitary) 184Ge
1851

Colonial Scerctary!s Out letters (Pensioners)
1843=18564
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