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PREF'ACE 

This thesis is the lrlstory of an experiment in 
colonisation v1hich was also an experiment in colonial 
defence - the settlement of the Hoyal Uew Ze aland Fencibles 
in a. series of villages just south of the city of AucJ...-..J.and, 
then the seat of go�I'l'lr.1ent of this cotL"1try. 

It does not attempt to cover any clearly delineated 
poriod, for it is the histo�J of the fm1ciole corps from 
the tii?le it was envisaged ur�til tl:..e tine when the pensioners 
had becone absorbed into colonial society; and although the 
inception can be dated accurately enough - at 1846 - t::-.e 
process of aosorptiorr cfu---mot be said to have ended at any 
given tine. 

-

Nor does tJ.1.o writer clair.1 for it any particular l-h·le of 
ap:;roach or poil:t of vim-,. It is sirlply a study of t:1e 
settlener�ts over a decacle or> so nt the er:.d of \V�:ich cortai.."l 
conc:!..usions emerge on the ioportanc e  of the scher1e m d the 
degree of its success. 

The writer ' s special thanks go to the follovJing: 
to .Professor W.?. Eorrell, for llis [';Uida:r:ce m1d supcrvis ion; 
to the staffs of the Auckland P"llblic Library a..-·"lcl_ of the Dor.1inion 
;\rchi ves ; to L.cs. C. ·.'i. Stra. thern, Hock�'l Librarion for iler 
patient and che erful help; ru-_d to my \'life for her eJ:lcourae;enen.t, 
helpful cri ticistl, and by no nenr-s least, for her typing of 
this thesis. 
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