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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLiDGEMENTS

The interdisciplinary approach on which this
dissertation is based arose from a desire to combine
study interests in education and twentieth century
French literature.

The romans-flcuves of Duhamel, kartin du Gard and

Romains provided scope for examining family and school
life in the late nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies as seen through the eyes of the imaginative
artist, and for relating the characters' experience

of the educative process to the educational background
of the authors.

Although Duhamel, Martin du Gerd and Romains
share zn obvious interest in cducational procedures,
as attested by their perceptive portraits of educators
and students in their novels and their frequent
references to pedagogical practices and educational
priorities in their essays, articles and autowiograph-
ical notes, little critical attention has been given
to this aspect of their work. With the notable excep-

tion of Andr€ Terrisse's brief study, Georges Duhamel-

Bducateur, published in 1951, no major evaluation of
the contribution tc education of Duhamel, Martin du
Gard and Romains has been undertaken.

It is hoped that this dissertation will provide
some insight into the educational views of these three

writers.
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The abbreviations 0.C. and H.B.V. empleoyed in
the footnotes refer respectively to the two-volwne edi-

tion of Martin du Gard's Qeuvres comp;étes published

by Gallimard in 1955, and the four-volume edition of

Les Hommes de bonne volonte published by Flammarion

in 1958, La Nouvelle Revue Francaise is abbreviated

as N.R.F. and La Nouvelle Nouvelle Revue Krancaise as
N.N.R.F,

I should like to express my gratitude to
Professor J. Dunmore, Department of Modern Languages,
Massey University and Dr H.B. Beresford, Reader in
Education, lMassey University, for their valuable
suggesticns and advice in the preparation of this

study.

N.R. WATTS



ABSTRACT

THE EDUCATiVE PROCESS IN THE WORKS
QF DUHAMEL, MARTIN DU GARD
AND ROMAINS, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE
TO CHRONIQUE DES PASQUIER, LES THIBAULT AND
LES HOMMES DE BONNE VOLONTE

The main intention of this dissertation is to
examine the treatment of the process cf education in

the three romans-ficuves and to relate this to the

generel educational background of the writers.
Duhamel, liartin du Gard and Romains form a
convenient trio of writers for a study of this nature.

Their respective novel-cycles - Chronigue des Pasguier

(10 velumes, 1933-1945), Les Thibault (11 volumes,

1922-1940) and Les Hommes de bonne volonte (27 volumes,

1932-1946) -~ constitute important social documents of
the period of French history from 18398 to 1933,
Against the background of the disruption of the
ordered patterns of middle-class society in 1914-18
and its aftermath, we sec the effect of social change
on the educational roles of the family and the school.
The study is divided into three main areas. In
Part I a preliminary survey is made of developments
in familial and formal education during the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries. This is
followed in Part II by a brief examination of the
views which Duhamel, Martin du Gard and Romains have
expressed on their onwn educational experiences and on
education generally. The support of traditional
middle-class priorities in education which is found

in their later works is linked with their increasing
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political and social disillusionment after Werld War
I, Their reaction to the social disequilibrium of
the interwar years is a revival of the principles of
order, discipline and authority of the pre-191L4

bourgecoisiec. However, although a cultural bias and

an €litiste attitude towards education are found in
the writings of all three authors, the point is made
that Martin du Gard does not share to the same degree
the close identification with middle-class ideologies
of his two contemporaries, It is suggested that the
circumstances of their upbringing and cducetion have
some bearing on the differences in their attitudes.
Duhamel and Romains were boursiers who rose from lower
middle-class origins and tend to prize more highly the
middle-class culture which they made determined efforts
to acquire than the héritier, Martin du Gard, who was

bern into a family of the haute bourgeecisie and

received these educational privileges as of right.
This serves as a background to the anelysis of
the parent-child and teacher-pupil relationships in

the romans-fleuves in Part IITI. The method empleyed

is that of establishing case histcries of the central
figureg,drawing the appropriate details from the 48
novels studied. The educational experiences of the
characters are compared and assessments are made of
the effect of formative influences on later develop-
ment. The conclusion is reached that the treatment

of the educative process in the three romans-fleuves

has a basic similarity. The authors tend to emphasise

the positive contribution of a middle-class education -
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tlie inculcation of the bourgeois virtues of thrift,
endeavour and hcnesty, the development of the reason-
ing powers and the transmission of a broad, balanced
culture. The ma. of culture who represents the ideal
of the writers - Duhamel's civilise/, Martin du Gard's

honme de valeur, Remains's homme de bonne volonte - is

the product of the pre-World War I middle-class family

and school system,. Laurent Pasquier (Chronigue des

Pasquier), Antoine Thibault (Les Thibault), Pierre

Jallez and Jean Jerphanion (Les Hommes de bonne volonte)

closely resemble each other in their conservatism in
matters of formal education and in their firm belief
that the principles which have guided the upbringing
of the ycung in the past must be preserved. It is to

these members of the bourgecisie cultiveée that Duhamel,

Martin du Gard and Rcmains look for the defence of the
French intellectual, spiritual and mcral patrimony in
the disordered social and pclitical climate of the

interwar years.
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