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ABSTRACT

This thesis examined the views of senior Maori students who had
varying academic achievements and yet, in comparison with Pakeha
students in the same school and from similar socio-economic
backgrounds, had fewer school qualifications. The study was
prompted by three theories about school achievement : Pierre's
Bourdieu's account (1974) of acculturation, Raymond Boudon's
account (1982) of rational decision-making, or game playing, and
Basil Bernstein's account (1971) of language, its acquisition and
implications for success in school. The challenge of the thesis was
to identify themes which dominated students' perceptions of
achievement and to suggest ways in which those perceptions were

produced and reproduced.

The methodology of the thesis aimed to encourage students to talk
freely, to produce ideas about achievement and then reconsider
them in different ways. To support the students' 'ethnography' the
methodology of the thesis also aimed to help the participants. The
concept of empowerment was suggested by Maori writers, by Paulo
Freire (1972) and by the intention of critical ethnography itself.

The thesis concluded that the defining attitude of the sub-culture
was an uncertainty of achieving the success the students wanted.
This uncertainty was identified in the students' themes of school
and in their language use, and the students themselves reproduced
to it in their communication network. The participants' successes
could be explained as partial acculturation; family-class and school
experiences had established sub-cultural expectations of failure
which seemed to prevent full acculturation. In a sub-cultural
counterhegemony students challenged their cultural constraints
but their strategies could not overcome the effects of the hegemony
of capitalism. In this way the thesis gives an account of the
interaction of culture, agency and language use in the production
and reproduction of the attitudes and values of the students.
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Haere mai e Te Ariki, whakatapua tenei Pukapuki
(Taonga), araiatu i konei nga whakawainga katoa «
hatana, a tonoa mai ou ahere liei tiaki i a matou i rung
i te rangimarie manakitia hoki matou katoa, kia tika a
ta matou noho ki tou aroaro, a, ki mua hoki i a mato.
tamariki. Tiakina matou katoa, aralina kia tae ai ki t
rangi ki reiva noho tahi ai mo ake tonu atu.

Hone Dunn
Kaumatua
Tikipunga High Sch

I . Whanau Support
« .

Comie ¢ Lord, bless this Book (Treasure), ward off all th:
is evil and harmful, send your Angels to watch over 1
and to protect us in peace. Bless us that we may fulfi
our duties and responsibilities as parents, according
your will, for the good of our children you have given 1
Look after us Lord, so that one day we may all be wi

you in our heavenly home.
Hone Dunn
Kaumatua

Tikipunga High Sch:
Whanau Support
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