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PREFACE

Numerous references have been made to the dearth of material on New
Zealand's immigrant minority srwpl.1 Although 1listing a bibliography
of approximately 90 references on immigrants and immigretion in New Zea=-
lend, Thomson and Trlin in their recently published Immigrants in New
Zealand ventured the opinion that, "there are still serious gaps in our
knowledge and that there is a definite need for further research on all
aspects of immigration, immigrants, ethnic group adjustments, assimila-
tion and 80 on"s2 With the exception of L.M. Goldman's The Histoxy of
4he Jows in New Zealand and R.A. Lochore's From Europe to New Zealand
(which contains a section on the Jewish people) no specialist work has
been completed on the Jewish people of New Zealand,

This thesis aims therefore to make a detailed study of the New Zea-
land Jewish community in its New Zealand environment for two purposes:

a) as a contribution to the literature on the New Zealand
Jewish community, and

b) on a broader base, a contribution to the greater under-
standing of immigration, settlement and assimilation of racial and eth-
nie minority groups in New Zealand,
More specifically it is aimed to:

i) examine the origins, growth and development of Jewish
settlement in New Zealand

ii) to deseribe similarities to, and differences from, New
Zealand's spatial, demographic, social and economic nomms in the Urban
Areas of Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch where 79 percent of the
Jewish population reside, In other words, to examine the pattem of
assimilation of Jewish people into New Zealand life and comment on one



of the eentral problems of contemporary Jewish life in New Zealand -
the question of survival,

Three research techniques were utilised in this thesis, visz,,
primary and secondary source analysis; personal interviews, discussion
and correspondence; and a questionnaire mailed to every Jewish house=-
hold in an urban area.

Basic material was derived from New Zeali~d census records and
additional information made available by the Department of Statistics,
Lower Hutt, for the Auckland, Wellington and Christehurch Urban Areas
from the 1966 census, Infomation obtained from the New Zealand Jewish
Chronicle and various other Jewish ma asine publications provided a
graphic insight into the problems associated with the growth and develop=
ment of the Jewish minority group and its adjustment to the host society.
This was supplemented by the two works, previously recorded, on New Zea-
land Jewxy and works referred to in the bibliogrephy concerning minority
Jewish communities further afield, Personal interviews were conducted
primarily in conneotion with the preliminary stages of a questionnaire
survey. It was hoped therely to engender support from the Jewish
leaders to ensure a satisfactoxy response to the questionnaire by those
approsched, (A full discussion of the questionnaire may be found in
Appendix A), Correspondence received from members of the Jewish com=
mnity has served a two-fold function in providing a waluable insight
into reasons for the failure to retum guestionnaires and essential in-
formation on the present organisational activities of the community,

Two basie difficulties were associalted with the collection of mater-
"ial, In New Sealand, respondents to the census guestion on religious
professions have a statutory right to refuse to answer and personal



=i
communication has indicated that a number of Jewish refugees from Nazi

Burope have been 30 persecuted that religious affiliation has not al~-
ways been disclosed, Also, there could well have been persoens who,
althouzh Jews in origin and upbringing, may have refrained from filling
in the religious section of the census on the grounds that they had a-
bandoned the Hebrew faiths There are no methods kmown to the writer of
ascertaining the numbers of Jews who chose to hide their Jewish identi=-
fication at the 1966 census, It has been pointed out, however, that
few Jews, no matter how irreligious or anti-religious would deny them=-
selves this one opportunity of calling themselves "Jew" on a cemua."'
Although the census data is not complete in this respect, it is the only
statistical data available, and remains adequate for showing the rela-
tive distribution of New Zealand Jewry, general population trends, and
the strength of Jewish persons in various occupations and industries,

Difficulties were associated with an initial lack of co-operation
encountered by the writer from members of the New Zealand Jewish commun=-
ity, Pemmission to distribute a guestionnaire among members of the
Wellington Jewish community was with-held so that attemtion was necess-
arily concentrated on the Auckland communitye. As predicted hy several
Auckland Jews, response to the guestionnaire was so poor and the con-
troversy caused of such embarrassment that pemmission to attempt a fur-
ther random sample among the Auckland community was witheheld,

The epproach adopted to the thesis is as follows:

a) a consideration of the origins of the group and the eir-
cumstances of migration as a prerequisite to an understanding of the
needs, problems and behaviour of the Jews in New Zealand,

b) a study of the community's growth in New Zealand, This



is considered essential for a true appreciation of the process of
assimilation,

¢) an attempt to assess statisically in the socio-econoumic
sphere the degree of integration of the Jewish eommunity to the host
society in the Auckland, Wellington and Christehurch Urban Areas, and
the distribution of soeio=economic characteristics within the Auekland
Urban Area of the Jewish community itself.

d) the yeview of another fom of adjustment illustreted iy
the religicus, educational and wvoluntary associations of the community
and the role of the Jewish press in the assimilation process,

In Chapter 1, the special significance of migration in the histoxy
of the Jewish people is considered in an attempt to provide some
historical perspective for the thesis, Chapter 2 eonsists of a brief
analysis of population change (growth and decline); the age, sex and
economic composition of the Jewish population; and its distribution
in space, Changes in these phenomena are studied and explanations
sought to account for the degree of, and reasons for change, Statis-
tical indices are developed where possible to compare Jewish and New
Zegland population distributions,

The basic assumption behind Chapter 5 is that integration is not
a "blenket process" but varies from place to place and frem one socio-
economie characteristic to another, Thus, the degree of adjustment is
assessed in the Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch Urban Areas and
in different localities in the Auckland Urban Areas The indices used
are: spatial (locational), demographic (age-sex composition, marital
status), and economie (oscupational, industrial and income distributions),
These indices were chosen for two main reasons, viz, their availability,
and the fact that they represent significant variables of the socio-



economic basis of any population,

It is to be expected that group sentiments will be communicated and
reinforced by social intersourse, Chapter 5 therefore investigates the
role of Jewish religious, educational and voluntary organizations, and
Chapter 6 the role of the Jewish press in the assimilation process,
Chapter 7 provides a summary of the conclusions presented in the body
of the thesis and considers evidence for and against the survival of the
Jewish community in New Zealand,
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