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DESiGNERS

WRiTERS

WHY NoT associates
environmental Typography

Emery Studio
Wayfinding/Installations

Garry Emery 
Collaborative design

Jiyeon Song
experiential 
typography

How?

R2 Design 
Letterbox/Tow

Letterbox/Tow
Built environment 
Typography

Simon Parker
urban theory 
urban experience

E R Tufte
Displaying Information

andreas uebele
Signage systems
Information graphics
architecture 
urban planning

Richard Saul Wurman
Information anxiety

anke Gleber
The art of  
Taking a Walk.
Flânerie.

oliver Sacks
How do we see?
How do we think?

Michel De Certeau
urban theory

buero uebele
architecture/Wayfinding
3D communication

Lefebvre
urban theory 

bruce Mau
Life style

David Carter
Material thinking/
matter
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Proposed Reading

Proposed Reading
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How can typography accentuate the identity of
urban spaces in an integrative manner in order
to enhance public experience.

The design aims to:
• Create an experience in/through an under utilised/neglected/in between 
space 
• Highlight the importance of public space
• Highlight the way in which these spaces contribute to the rhythm of a city
• show how these spaces might be used to inform/connect people to their 
surroundings
• create a sense of place
• allow person to experience/explore the space differently (whether this is a 
one off experience or multiple)

The design should possess the following features:
• be informative/have a purpose
• connect the past to the present
• connect the urban to the landscape
• connect the person to the space
• be embedded/complimentary to the existing features, materials and topog-
raphy (architectural/natural angles already present)
• interactive element – between space, elements and human
• be rich in content whilst still being subtle in terms of placement
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Re-thinking visual language 
in transitional space 

PLACING TYPE

How can typography accentuate the identity of 
urban spaces in an integrative manner in order 
to enhance public experience.

Sites

Site 02
Tanera Park

Site 03
Cnr Dixon & 
Victoria Sts

Site 04
Dixon St Steps

Site 05 
Cable Car 
Lookout

Site 01   
Train Station

Dixon St Steps Tanera ParkTrain Station

Site 01   
Wellington Train Station 

360°

Dominant coloursExisting typography

Informational typography Marketing/commercial typography

Site 04  
Dixon St Steps
360°

Informational typography

Dominant coloursExisting typography

Marketing/commercial typography

Site 02  
Tanera Park
360°

Dominant coloursExisting typography

Informational typography Marketing/commercial typography

Site 05  
Cable Car Lookout
360°

Informational typography

Dominant coloursExisting typography

Marketing/commercial typography

Site 02  
Tanera Park
180°

Informational typography

Dominant coloursExisting typography

Marketing/commercial typography

Historical research  
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BuS TeRMInaL

ToILeT

ReTaIL

TRaInS

enTRanCe enTRanCe

TRaInS
Circulation

Human
Pigeon

PubLiCPRiVaTE

iNFoRMaL 

FoRMaL 

Meeting place

Pedestrian

Retail

Conversation

Bicycle traffic

Public Transportion

iPod

Mobile phone

use of space

15 mins video footage

www.typopath2.tumblr.com
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Tanera Park/Epuni St

Arthur Street

Courtenay Toilets

Cnr. Harris St/Jervois Quay 

Cambridge/Kent Tce 

Basin Reserve

Frank Kitts Park

Harris Street Bridge to F.K.P

1893 Old Men’s/Benevolent Home 
1937 Ohiro Home
1945–1975 Central Park Hospital

Remains of Hospital buildings
Various sets of steps/walls remain

– Tanera Park was formerly occupied by a home/hospital. Opened in 1893. In 
1937 became Ohiro Benevolent home and in 1945 the Central Park Hospital and 
closed in 1975. WW2 housed american soldiers who gave Brooklyn its name. 
1991 Community gardens opened for low income families to grow veggies. 
– In Mitchelltown, overlooking Central Park, is to be found the Ohiro Benevolent 
Home, now known as the Central Park Hospital, opened January 28th, 1893. 
– WWII soldiers named Brooklyn

Site Dates Site Information History Photos

1906 Built

1911 built
1999 closed

Displaced and derelict building on Bypass In its glory days its history included being used as a church hall and 
a music studio. The scruffy, dilapidated building at 30 Arthur Street 
used to be the Boys’ Institute – built in 1906 by the same architect who 
designed the Wellington and Christchurch railway stations, William Gray 
Young.

Built in 1911 and closed in 1999 after being called “too shabby”
This toilet was designed by City Engineer William Morton and
completed in 1911. It replaced an earlier toilet on the same site.

Derelict underground building 
on Courtenay Place

1892 One of Wellington’s first advertising agencies was founded in 1892 by 
Sir John Ilott, who became a city benefactor. His Ilott Advertising build-
ing was a landmark on the corner of Jervois Quay and Harris Street till 
it was demolished to make way for a little green park, named after his 
son Jack Ilott who was also generous with gifts to the city.
Circa Theatre.

Remains of demolished building

1855 earthquake – swapland
1886 reclamation completed ?

Kent and Cambridge Terraces run along the path of the former Waitangi 
Stream (now in a culvert). In 1853, Te Aro swamp burst. In 1855, a huge earth-
quake struck which raised the land and drained the swamp. Te Aro swamp 
disintegrated. Reclamation came later than at Lambton Harbour; the first 
reclamations did not take place here until the 1880s. The reclamation was 
completed in 1886, by which time some nine hectares had been added to the 
Te Aro foreshore.

Large strip of land between two main roads

1863 drainage began
1866 official cricket ground

One of the major problems with the disposing of the town allotments of Wel-
lington was that no attention was paid to the selection of reserves for public 
purposes. In 1857 petition to set aside the site of the canal and basin at Te Aro 
as a public park and cricket ground. The petition was granted and first steps 
were taken to drain the 9 acres and 3 roods in what is now called the Basin  
Reserve. Prisoners from the Mt Cook Gaol began draining the swamp in 1863, 
and the Basin Reserve became Wellington’s official cricket ground in 1866. 

1980s completed Completed late 1980s. One of the first areas of the waterfront to be devel-
oped.  Its design influenced by the annual street car race that ran through 
the area at that time. The seaside promenade was the start grid for the race 
and is the reason why the promenade is flanked by a high wall on its city 
side – to ensure spectator safety. The last race was held in 1997 and since 
then a desire has been expressed by many for the wall to come down and 
connections from city to sea – physical and visual – to be improved.

Park in between CBD and Waterfront . 
View of sea is blocked by the high wall.

??? 

Uses

Steps connect Epuni St 
to Tanera Park

None

None

Materials

Concrete
Wood

Graffiti

Brick
Iron
Concrete

Methods

Reverse graffiti?

Utilise steps/wall 
remnants

Utilise windows

Utilise tiles

A public walkway between the ground’s picket 
fence and the first block of bricked terracing 
surrounds the playing area. 

The ugly sister? Just down from City to 
Sea bridge. 

None Brick
Tiles
Concrete

Utilise brick wall

Large traffic island/
pedestrian pathway?

Tarmac
Cobbles
Grass

Concrete
Cobbles

Park Concrete
Tiles

Bridge btwn CBD 
and Waterfront

Concrete
Metal
Wood

Rust

Egmont St

Botanic Gardens Battery

Mt. Victoria Tunnel

The Oaks Complex

Post Office Corner
Victoria St/Manners 

Farmers Lane

Dixon St Steps

Left Bank

1911 Name Changed To come to smaller streets, off Ghuznee Street is Egmont Street, a name 
changed in 1911 from Little Taranaki Street.

Site Dates Site Information History Photos

1986? commenced
1904 dismantled 
1913 occupied by Scouts

– Underground magazine (Now basement for the old Dominion Obser-
vatory and still accessible from the battery). 
– Battery Caretakers house (now the Kelburn Scout groups hall) and is 
partly modified and extended. (originally built for the battery command-
er of the Garden battery, but occupied by the scouts from 1913)
– The garden battery was commenced in 1896. Dismantled 1904.

Plaque already in place

Farmers Lane which blossomed into recognition at an early date of the 
city’s history as York Lane, a city record (August 25th, 1881) stating: “That 
the right-of-way opposite York House from the Terrace to Lambton Quay 
be designated York Lane.” Later it acquired the name of Tokio Lane,(1) very 
appropriate in the Great War, but equally inappropriate in the succeeding 
one. Wherefore, for diplomatic reasons, “Tokio Lane” was again disecreetly 
changed (July 16th, 1942) to Farmers Lane.

 

Uses

Street
Pedestrian throughfare

Materials Methods

1929 work commenced
1931 opened

Work on access roads started in July 1929 and provided work for relief workers 
once the Depression set in in 1930. One former worker recalled that he worked 
alongside doctors and lawyers as they hacked away at the rock. Some men 
would come to work in their suits and only then change into overalls, so that 
their neighbours would not know they were doing relief work. Tunneling began 
in December 1929. Initial breakthrough made on 31 May 1930. The tunnel sides 
and roof completed on 1 April 1931, and then the floor, lights and approach 
roads were finished. The Mt Victoria Tunnel opened on 12 October 1931. 

Second parallel tunnel to the north? pilot 
tunnel was bored through in 1974 to investi-
gate the technical feasibility and still exists, 
although the eastern end has been bricked up 
and the western end lies on private property.

Vehicle and pedestrian 
tunnel

Beeping game!

Concrete

Throughfare Concrete
Tiles
Stone
Wood

 

Throughfare
Short cut

Concrete
Cobbles/tiles

Garrett St/Bute St

155 Willis St

John St/Adelaide Rd

Fever/Chest Hospital?

Church St

Vivian/Jessie Carpark

Alley linkinh Hania & Brougham St

Site Dates Site Information History Photos

2011 demolished

2011

The former Settlement Restaurant in Willis St is torn down to make way 
for a multimillion-dollar 12-storey apartment building. The new own-
ers of the site have made an application for an extension of five years 
for the original resource consent and a ‘temporary’ car park for seven 
years. 
First alffresco dining!

   In 1936 Albert Hayman and Len Malaghan opened their first Ice Cream par-
lour in Manners Street, Wellington, New Zealand.

·         In 1936 a second milk bar was opened in Wellington, and another one 
in Dunedin. The same year, Tip Top Ice Cream Company was registered as a 
manufacturing company. By 1938 Tip Top was manufacturing its own ice cream 
and was successfully operating stores in the lower half of the North Island, and 
in Nelson and Blenheim.

 

Uses Materials Methods

1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883

1884
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902

1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921

1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940

1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
 
1976
1977
1978

1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997

1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015

1914

1865

1945

Bus (Tram) Tunnel

Sutch Memorial Toilets

Plimmer Steps

Opera Lane

Edward St

Cnr. Dixon/Victoria 

Sman Lane/Car Park

Tasman St Pool

1907 openend

Site Dates Site Information History Photos

Three recorded meetings between Sutch and Dmitri Razgavorov over a six-
month period in 1974. Sutch kept a record of the appointments in his diary 
which all occurred at 8.30pm on Thursday evenings. A further appointment 
was made for corner of Holloway Road and Aro Street on 26 September. On 
this occasion a whole swag of security agents were present, hiding in a public 
toilet block, waiting in cars and behind trees. 

1853 constructed what is possibly our most Lilliputian thoroughfare, a spot where the proverbial 
cat could get at least three good bumps. This is Edward Street, constructed 
in 1853 by Edward Catchpool. It is strange that in these ever-changing back 
parts of the city Edward Street has endured so long. So many city lanes have 
been overbuilt, as for instance, Port Lane and Martin Lane nearby. When the 
time comes, may the Mayor in full canonicals descend upon you to bestow his 
thanks for one hundred years of unremitting service. 

The 1200ft-long tunnel took 18 months to build. Work was finished on 
11 April 1907 The new tramline through the tunnel was tested the next 
day and officially opened to the public on 16 April 1907. A single-deck 
car was used for the test, and the run was a smooth one. The Mayor 
and Mayoress, city councillors, Corporation officials and members of 
the Miramar Borough Council were official guests. The Evening Post 
reported:

1865 Hotel openend Swan Lane runs along the south side of Wakefield Hotel, for many years known as the White Swan Hotel, called by many clients of 
the past, “The Dirty Duck.” Speaking of ducks, George T. London, a first arrival, acquired a further piece of land in this street for his 
daughter, who wanted to keep ducks. Water was no obstacle, a creek, rising in Polhill Gully and entering the sea behind the Opera 
House, crossed Cuba Street at the corner of Ghuznee Street where, owing to the proximity of Mr. London’s property on the eastem 
side, the bridge across it was known as “London Bridge.” “There!” the old man would sometimes exclaim, gazing at the dense traf-
fic and closely packed buildings of modern days, “Once my duck farm.” Mr. London was for many years on the Wellington Education 
Board, and was for several terms Mayor of Petone. The Bristol Hotel, which he built, now covers part of the “duck farm.” 

Uses

Bus Tunnel

None

Pedestrian Throughfare
(Retail/Offices/Parking)

Materials

Concrete
Bricks

?

Tiles
Concrete Steps

Methods

Mr. John Plimmer (1812-1905) gave early Wellington one of its colourful 
touches when he purchased in 1850 the hull of the wrecked “Inconstant” 
which ran aground at Barrett Reef, towed it to the shore, and converted it 
into a warehouse (Noah’s Ark) with a wharf for a front path, was a useful 
and practical member of the Provincial Council. He resided at the head of 
Plimmer’s Steps, where he held sway until an advanced age as “The Father 
of Wellington.”

Pedestrian throughfare
Retail/Bars

Pedestrian throughfare
Park?

Concrete
Slat benches

Carpark
Throughfare

Concrete The land is protected 
from the northerly 
winds by low rise build-
ings that permit the 
sun to shaft in over the 
top providing all day 
long sunshine.

Pedestrian throughfareA dimmly lit lane that we rush down when late for the theatre and after-
wards when in a hurry to get to the car.

Cobbles
Concrete Steps

1914 Built None at the moment

Proposed site for a
Pak n Save

Concrete
Iron
Dirt/Soil

Boys’ Institute pool in Tasman St was the oldest indoor pool in Wellington. The 
building which housed the swimming pool since 1914 has been demolished. 
Only the street frontage (with YMCA signs on both side walls) is still standing. 
Contradictorily, the remains of the pool are now visible. They are being used 
as a base for propping up the wall of a neighbouring factory. “They smashed 
down my swimming pool to build a Pak’n’save,” she said.
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1893
1937 
1945
1975

1971 1980 1990 2009

2009

1893 Old Men’s/Benevolent Home 
1937 Ohiro Home 
1945–1975 Central Park Hospital
WWII American soldiers – Brooklyn

Tanera Park

What did these three buildings house? 
Floorplans held at Turnbull Library

1893
1937 
1945
1975

1971 1980 1990 2009

2009

1893 Old Men’s/Benevolent Home 
1937 Ohiro Home 
1945–1975 Central Park Hospital
WWII American soldiers – Brooklyn

Tanera Park

What did these three buildings house? 
Floorplans held at Turnbull Library
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DESIGNERS

WRITERS

WHY NOT Associates
Environmental Typography

Emery Studio
Wayfinding/Installations

Garry Emery 
Collaborative design

Jiyeon Song
Experiential 
typography

R2 Design 
Environmental 
typography

Letterbox/Tow
Built environment 
Typography

Simon Parker
Urban theory 
Urban experience

Francesco Careri
Walking as an 
aesthetic practice

Andreas Uebele
Signage systems
Information graphics
Architecture 
Urban planning

Peter Morville
Ambient Findability

E R Tufte
Displaying 
Information 

Anke Gleber
The Art of Taking 
a Walk. Flânerie.

Michel De Certeau
Urban theory

Buero Uebele
Architecture/Wayfinding
3D communication

Lefebvre
Urban theory 

Bruce Mau
Life style

David Carter
Material thinking/
matter

Research

Richard Wolfstrom
Embedded artworks, 
typographic narrative

Literature
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PrecedentsPrecedents

Light/shadow

Wrapping/embracing existing structure

Disguised intervention

Perspective/vantage points

JOURNEY THROUGH TIME AND SPACE

With the aim to reveal history of in between 
spaces/places relating to 1865–2015

SITE CRITERIA

Main Criteria
–The site is situated in Wellington
–The site must be an in between space/terrain 
vague (connector space, tunnel, bridge, alleyway, 
street) or a ‘derelict’ space in between uses 
(temporary carpark, building site etc.)
–The site must reveal an interesting past which 
relates to a date between 1865–2015

Sub Criteria

Practical
–Ease of access
–Geographical position/topology
–Clustering of sites
–Convenient start/finish point
–Length of walk (time taken as well as distance 
walked)
–Distance between sites 

Breakdown of sets

overall set
–150  year journey through time and space.
–In between Spaces

Having researched other cities as well as welling-
ton’s City walks the general themes were:
–Architecture     –History
–Adventure     –Nature
–Arts/Culture     –Local Interest
–Food/Drink

At the moment my project seems to fall mainly into 
history with a hint of architecture, culture and local 
interest along with a discovery element.

Breakdown of sets 

some of the overriding similarities/themes when 
looking at the locations are:
–Reclamation
–Street names
–Transport
–Alleyways/tunnels/bridges/steps – connector 
spaces
–Derelict sites (abandoned buildings/ruins/empty 
spaces, where buildings have been removed but 
nothing has been put in their place)

some themes such as
Hospitals
WWs
Recreation
were researched and the discarded due to insuf-
ficient facts or not enough sites relating to the 
theme within the time period.

The in between sites vary tremendously in that 
although they are all in between spaces, their quirky 
or interesting history does not always relate to an-
other site either in theme or time.
the site histories are so varied that they 
seemingly cannot be grouped in sets
very readily.

This led me to explore the geographical and time 
line aspects rather than try to create groups that 
are simply not there.

When looking at the geographical positioning of the 
sites (see map of Wellington), it seemed logical to 
create routes and then further explore those routes/
extend the routes to discover other sites along 
the journey. Which would then correspond to the 
1865–2015 time period.

The jumping back and fourth over time is an impor-
tant factor to consider when devising the routes. 
Can it work? Is the alternative/unseen/unwrapped 
Wellington theme enough to hold them together.
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Mapping system

Map sits on grid system
Universal grid for project?
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Each set/walk can then have a zoom in map.
The maps can be displayed on one main map 
and then individually for each walk. 

The grid and the 
squares could form 
part of the coding and 
design. 

Further design con-
cepts to be explored 

1

2

3

Mapping experiments

40ish Sites 

1. Tanera Park/Epuni St

2. Arthur Street

3. Courtenay Toilets

4. Cnr. Harris St/Jervois Quay 

5. Frank Kitts Park

6. Harris Street Bridge to F.K.P

7. Cambridge/Kent Tce 

8. Basin Reserve

9. Bus (Tram) Tunnel

10. Sutch Memorial Toilets?
 
11. Opera Lane

12. Edward St

13. Cnr. Dixon/Victoria 

14. Swan Lane/Car Park

15. Tasman St Pool

16. Egmont St

17. Midland Park

18. Mt. Victoria Tunnel

19. The Oaks Complex

20. Glover Park

21.  Chaffers NW/Te Aro Station

22. Farmers Lane (York/Tokio)

23. Dixon St Steps

24. Left Bank

25. Garrett St/Bute St

26. 155 Willis St

27.  Woodward St

28.  Lambton Quay

29. Church St (Jacob’s Ladder)

30. Karo Drive Walkway
 
31. Karo Drive Remnants

32. Grand Arcade

33. Victoria Arcade/Chews Lane

34. Bond/Lombard St Parking

35. Lukes Lane

36. Te Aro Park/Pigeon Park

37. Waitangi Park?

38. Blair St

39. Car park/Site of Shed 17

40. Car park/Site of Custom House

41. Willis/Vivian St Carpark
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Mapping system

some example scribbles:

Experimenting with grid and map reading. 
Working with the grid.

example Loop walk

3    
19    

24    
13    22    

14    

26    

26    

12    

16    

25    

11

31    

Innercity Loop

3. Courtenay toilets

11. opera Lane

12. edward st

13. Cnr. dixon/Victoria 

14. swan Lane/Car Park

19. the oaks Complex

20. Post office Corner?

23. dixon st steps

24. Left Bank alley/throughfare

25. Garrett st/Bute st Carpark

26. 155 willis st

30. karo drive walkway

3    
19    

24    
13    22    

14    

26    

26    

12    

16    

25    

11

5    
6    

4    

8    

7    

21    

reclaimed land

4. Cnr. Harris St/Jervois Quay 

5. Frank Kitts Park

6. Harris Street Bridge to F.K.P

7. Cambridge/Kent Tce 

8. Basin Reserve

21.  Chaffers New World

–This route follows the old shoreline
–Most of the reclamation took place from1870 onwards
–More sites to be added

–This route loops 
–It includes alleyways, steps, carparks 
and derelict buildings

31    

Possible routes 

1. tanera Park/epuni st

2. arthur street

9. Bus (tram) tunnel

10. sutch Memorial toilets?

15. tasman st Pool

18. Mt. Victoria tunnel

31. karo drive remnants

 

10    

1    15    

8    

9    

18    

2     
31     

Possible routes 
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JOURNEY THROUGH TIME AND SPACE

With the aim to reveal history of in between 
spaces/places relating to 1865–2015

ROUTE AMMENDMENTS
 
Video + Photo Documentation
–Through walking the given routes some ammend-
ments have been made
–Distances between sites and possible addition or 
subtraction of sites still to be finalised.
–Exact walk times to be set once routes are fina-
lised

Routes
–Inner City Loop Route is a quirky in between and 
through spaces walk mainly involving shortcuts etc.
–Reclamation Route loops to finish within walking 
distance from Loop Walk but still needs tweeking.
–Inner City Fringe still needs sites added

AUGMENTED REAlITY APP? 
+ ANAlOGUE DESIGN

–How can app combine with analogue design?
–How will pointer be inserted into the environment? 
Different material 
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Urban spaces

Suprema a situ – Motto of City of Wellington, adopted June 13th, 1878.

NZs capital for 150 yrs 
1865–2015

Wellington

5    
6    

4    

8    

7    

21    

Reclaimed land

4. Cnr. Harris St/Jervois Quay 

5. Frank Kitts Park

6. Harris Street Bridge to F.K.P

7. Cambridge/Kent Tce 

8. Basin Reserve

21.  Chaffers New World

Add:
Start at Train Station?
Waterloo Quay
Customhouse Quay

–This route follows the old shoreline
–Most of the reclamation took place from1870 onwards

Possible route ammendments 

17    27    

5    
6    

4    

8    

7    

21    

22    

28    

32    

33    

34
37    

38    

39    

40    

Reclaimed land

4. Cnr. Harris St/Jervois Quay 

5. Frank Kitts Park

6. Harris Street Bridge to F.K.P

7. Cambridge/Kent Tce 

8. Basin Reserve

21.  Chaffers New World

22. Farmers Lane (York/Tokio)

17. Midland Park

27.  Woodward St

39. Car park/Site of Shed 17

40. Car park/Site of Custom House

32. Grand Arcade

33. Victoria Arcade/Chews Lane

34. Bond/Lombard St Parking

37. Waitangi Park?

38. Blair St

Innercity Loop

3. Courtenay Toilets

11. Opera Lane

12. Edward St

13. Cnr. Dixon/Victoria 

14. Swan Lane/Car Park

19. The Oaks Complex

20. Post Office Corner?

23. Dixon St Steps

24. Left Bank Alley/Throughfare

25. Garrett St/Bute St Carpark

26. 155 Willis St

30. Karo Drive Walkway

3    
19    

24    
13    23    

14    

26    

26    

12    

16    

25    

11

–This route loops 
–It includes alleyways, steps, carparks 
and derelict buildings

30    

Possible route ammendments 

3    
19    

24    
13    23    

14    

26    

41    

12    

16    

25    

11

30    

3536    

20    

Innercity Loop

24. Left Bank Alley/Throughfare 

19. The Oaks Complex 

11. Opera Lane

35. Lukes Lane

3. Courtenay Toilets 

16. Egmont St 

14. Swan Lane/Car Park 

20. Glover Park 

25. Garrett St/Bute St Carpark 

26. 155 Willis St 

30. Karo Drive Walkway 

23. Dixon St Steps

41. Willis/Vivian St Carpark

12. Edward St

13. Cnr. Dixon/Victoria

36. Te Aro Park/Pigeon Park
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JOURNEY THROUGH TIME AND SPACE

With the aim to reveal history of in between 
spaces/places relating to 1865–2015

QUESTIONS
 
Routes
–Geographical enough?
–Video/Photo, process
–Time/Distance
–part of system/set 150?
– how many walks?
– how portray this in finished product?

History/Narratives
–40ish sites
– Finish info sheets with archive material/info
–

Site specific pointer
–Reveal
–light/cleaning/shadow/
–mini projector
–coding system, enough on its own? 
–map reveals year/smartphone/pda does, along 
with pointer to next site?

AR
–How could augmented reality work with this?

ESSAY
–Intro almost readable!
–case studies? examples?
–mapping

CAR PARKS

5. Frank Kitts Park

6. Harris Street Bridge to F.K.P

13. Cnr. Dixon/Victoria

14. Swan Lane/Car Park

21.  Chaffers NW/Te Aro Station

25. Garrett St/Bute St

26. 155 Willis St

34. Bond/Lombard St Parking

39. Car park/Site of Shed 17

40. Car park/Site of Custom House

38. Blair St

41. Willis/Vivian St Carpark

PARKS

36. Te Aro Park/Pigeon Park

5. Frank Kitts Park

17. Midland Park

20. Glover Park

37. Waitangi Park

DERELICT

1. Tanera Park/Epuni St

2. Arthur Street

3. Courtenay Toilets

4. Cnr. Harris St/Jervois Quay

10. Sutch Memorial Toilets?

15. Tasman St Pool

31. Karo Drive Remnants

19. The Oaks Complex

26. 155 Willis St

25. Garrett St/Bute St

41. Willis/Vivian St Carpark

RECLAMATION

7. Cambridge/Kent Tce 

8. Basin Reserve?

5. Frank Kitts Park

6. Harris Street Bridge to F.K.P

17. Midland Park

28.  Lambton Quay

39. Car park/Site of Shed 17

40. Car park/Site of Custom House

TUNNEL/THROUGHFARE

9. Bus (Tram) Tunnel
 
11. Opera Lane

12. Edward St

30. Karo Drive Walkway

18. Mt. Victoria Tunnel

24. Left Bank

22. Farmers Lane (York/Tokio)

14. Swan Lane/Car Park

16. Egmont St

27.  Woodward St

32. Grand Arcade

33. Victoria Arcade/Chews Lane

35. Lukes Lane

38. Blair St

STEPS

29. Church St (Jacob’s Ladder)

23. Dixon St Steps

6. Harris Street Bridge to F.K.P

Plimmer Steps?
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Reclaimed land

4. Cnr. Harris St/Jervois Quay 

5. Frank Kitts Park

6. Harris Street Bridge to F.K.P

7. Cambridge/Kent Tce 

8. Basin Reserve

21.  Chaffers New World

22. Farmers Lane (York/Tokio)

17. Midland Park

27.  Woodward St

39. Car park/Site of Shed 17

40. Car park/Site of Custom House

32. Grand Arcade

33. Victoria Arcade/Chews Lane

34. Bond/Lombard St Parking

37. Waitangi Park?

38. Blair St

Innercity Loop

24. Left Bank Alley/Throughfare 

19. The Oaks Complex 

11. Opera Lane

35. Lukes Lane

3. Courtenay Toilets 

16. Egmont St 

14. Swan Lane/Car Park 

20. Glover Park 

25. Garrett St/Bute St Carpark 

26. 155 Willis St 

30. Karo Drive Walkway 

23. Dixon St Steps

41. Willis/Vivian St Carpark

12. Edward St

13. Cnr. Dixon/Victoria

36. Te Aro Park/Pigeon Park

Inner City Fringe

1. Tanera Park/Epuni St

2. Arthur Street

9. Bus (Tram) Tunnel

10. Sutch Memorial Toilets?

15. Tasman St Pool

18. Mt. Victoria Tunnel

31. Karo Drive Remnants

 

DERELICT

1. Tanera Park/Epuni St

2. Arthur Street

3. Courtenay Toilets

4. Cnr. Harris St/Jervois Quay

10. Sutch Memorial Toilets?

15. Tasman St Pool

31. Karo Drive Remnants

19. The Oaks Complex

26. 155 Willis St

25. Garrett St/Bute St

41. Willis/Vivian St Carpark

TUNNEL/THROUGHFARE

9. Bus (Tram) Tunnel
 
11. Opera Lane

12. Edward St

30. Karo Drive Walkway

18. Mt. Victoria Tunnel

24. Left Bank

22. Farmers Lane (York/Tokio)

14. Swan Lane/Car Park

16. Egmont St

27.  Woodward St

32. Grand Arcade

33. Victoria Arcade/Chews Lane

35. Lukes Lane

38. Blair St
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CAR PARKS

5. Frank Kitts Park

6. Harris Street Bridge to F.K.P

13. Cnr. Dixon/Victoria

14. Swan Lane/Car Park

21.  Chaffers NW/Te Aro Station

25. Garrett St/Bute St

26. 155 Willis St

34. Bond/Lombard St Parking

39. Car park/Site of Shed 17

40. Car park/Site of Custom House

38. Blair St

41. Willis/Vivian St Carpark

DERELICT

1. Tanera Park/Epuni St

2. Arthur Street

3. Courtenay Toilets

4. Cnr. Harris St/Jervois Quay

10. Sutch Memorial Toilets?

15. Tasman St Pool

31. Karo Drive Remnants

19. The Oaks Complex

26. 155 Willis St

25. Garrett St/Bute St

41. Willis/Vivian St Carpark

TUNNEL/THROUGHFARE

9. Bus (Tram) Tunnel
 
11. Opera Lane

12. Edward St

30. Karo Drive Walkway

18. Mt. Victoria Tunnel

24. Left Bank

22. Farmers Lane (York/Tokio)

14. Swan Lane/Car Park

16. Egmont St

27.  Woodward St

32. Grand Arcade

33. Victoria Arcade/Chews Lane

35. Lukes Lane

38. Blair St
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CAR PARKS

5. Frank Kitts Park

6. Harris Street Bridge to F.K.P

13. Cnr. Dixon/Victoria

14. Swan Lane/Car Park

21.  Chaffers NW/Te Aro Station

25. Garrett St/Bute St

26. 155 Willis St

34. Bond/Lombard St Parking

39. Car park/Site of Shed 17

40. Car park/Site of Custom House

38. Blair St

41. Willis/Vivian St Carpark
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In between spaces

street names
Quite a few interesting street 
names and name changes 
however only a few particularly 
interesting ones

reclaimed land
Waterfront/ old shoreline, 
Basin, Kent and Cambridge 
Terrace

situation/Geographical
This is an important factor in the 
journey – through space. Whether 
the sites can cohere – through 
time is another question

transport
Streets, tunnels, trams, 
boats, trains

Hospitals etc.
Not enough sites
Distance apart quite far
Some interesting spots 
but not enough to create 
a journey/walk

Process

decades/time periods
Position/non-clustering 
of sites doesn’t lend 
itself to walks

wws
Less sites in the city 
centre. Most already 
have plaques and/
or a memorial. Gun 
emplacements very 
interesting but again 
not enough in downtown 
Wellington

routes/Paths

distances
Distance between sites
Distance walked.

time
Length of walk 
Time taken

access
Ease of access

Convenience
start/finish point

Code system

150 square grid – initial modular glyphs to display years.

Glyphs

further exploration of variations of glyphs. 
Modular and neutral so as to be suitable for combining 
with existing shapes/light etc.
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Code system

Non-spacial QR code system development. 
The code acts as a scannable barcode relating 
to each year connecting the user to more de-
tailed information about the site via PDA. Work-
ing on the timeline basis.
Position of the square relates to the year of 
interest of that site

Code system

Each square repre-
sents a particular year 
in the 1865–2015 time 
period. The position of 
the square allows the 
user to see where on 
the timeline the site 
sits in regard to the 
entire period.

Removing the grid 
so the spacial aspect 
is taken away and it 
becomes calendar/
timeline based.

What will be scan-
nable?
What makes the code 
unique? Is this neces-
sary? How will the 
user know to scan etc?

Further research/
thought into codes and 
apps is necessary once 

Code system

Looking at various methods to represent the year in a code

In between places 
Urban spaces
City traces 

PLACING TYPE
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CODING/MARKING

– Position of square relates to significant year

– Each site has diff square cut out – The system could be used to indicate/mark the sites

MARKING

CAPITAL LETTERS

LETTERS

CAPITAL

LETTERS
CAPITAL

– Materials of marker to be developed
– Material, size and surfaces will dictate final outcome
– Semi-permanent/permanent
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Experiments

Experiments

Vantage points/perspectives

Experiments

Light/shadow

Experiments

Materials
Surfaces
Textures
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CAPITAL LETTERS
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Walking Wellington
Photographing remnants
Recording their location

PRIMARY RESEARCH SECONDARY RESEARCH MAPPING/TRANSLATIONCODIFICATION TIMELINE ANALYSIS DESIGN PROCESS DESIGN

Creating remnant info cards
Mapping data
Sequence mapping
Timeline mapping

Revealing the narrative
Gathering information from databases
Online databases 
Paperspast
Business registers
Wellington City Council
Te Ara Encyclopedia
General internet search
Wellington archives
Creating remnant infocards

Mapping quarters
Colour coding
Assigning usage codes to remnants

Timeline mapping with usage
Rearranging timeline
Grouping colours
Merging blocks

Analysing timelines/patterns Design experimentation
Folding techniques
Generating decade patterns

Visual language
Combining patterns with info and images

?
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PRIMARY RESEARCH

Cadbury’s, Ghuznee St Plumber’s Building, Wakefield St

The city presents itself to us full of messages. The efficacy of letter-
forms goes beyond their verbal meaning. Following letter trails we 
find trajectories that lead us to culture and heritage.

Scollon & Scollon consider any area of the cityscape to be a ‘semiotic 
aggregate’ formed of multiplicity of discourses. Signs make meaning 
in relation to where (and when) they are physically placed in the mate-
rial world, (Scollon & Scollon, 2003). A primary focus in geosemiotics 
is indexicality in which signs depend on their context for meaning. 
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SECONDARY RESEARCH

1905 ca. 1924 ca. 1940 INFOCARDSL. T. Watkins Ltd.

Each remnant was researched in order to obtain dates and 
histories of its existence. Any information concerning the 
subsequent usage of the site was also recorded.

The data collected was collated and each 
remnant received an infocard. 

PRIMARY RESEARCH

Typographic remnants are indexical signs. It is their geosemiotic 
meaning (Scollon & Scollon, 2003) which has been shifted by the ad-
vancement of their surroundings. In order to fully understand their 
semiotics, their historical context must be uncovered. 

Dawson & Maudsley, Marion St Cadbury’s, Ghuznee St Bank of New Zealand, Vivian St L. T. Watkins, Cuba St The Bake House, Swan Lane The Albemarle, Ghuznee St Manchester Unity Building, Cuba StBerry & Co., Cuba St

CODIFICATION

Lambton

Waterfront

Cuba

Courtenay

Legend

Lambton

Waterfront

Cuba

Courtenay

Legend

Lambton

Waterfront

Cuba

Courtenay

Lambton Cuba Waterfront Courtenay2005 2007

Wellington City Council Quarters

Capital Letters Quarters

In inner city districts/quarters, the pedestrian can often find 
typographic remnants of times gone by, remnants of places and 
businesses from previous years, providing clues not only to past 
trading but also to political, social or industrial change.

CODIFICATION

Legend

SP

BC

HR

HT

AC

Business/Commerce

Industrial

Health and Recreation

Hospitality and tourism

Social and Political

Arts and Culture

Residential

I

R

CODIFICATION SYSTEM
Business and Commerce 
Retail, offices

Industrial 
Factories, manufacturers, industrial storage

Hospitality and tourism
Hotels, cafes, restaurants

Residential
Houses, apartments, flats

Health and Recreation
Public sports facilities, parks 

Social and Political 
Police stations, army, fire stations, 
charities, social institutes

Arts and Culture 
Galleries, museums, theatres

Coding examples Coding for mapping

> What do the remnants and their narratives tell about 
 the city as a whole, what patterns can be discerned?

> What process can be used to ascertain their significance  
 in Wellington’s urban cultural history?

> How can the remnant data be visually represented 
 to allow patterns to emerge?
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MAPPING/TRANSLATION

1860s 1870s 1880s 1890s 1900s 1910s 1920s 1930s 1940s 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s

Business/Commerce
Industrial
Health and Recreation
Hospitality and tourism
Social and Political
Arts and Culture
Residential

MAPPING/TRANSLATION

Business/Commerce
Industrial
Health and Recreation
Hospitality and tourism
Social and Political
Arts and Culture
Residential

SEQUENCE MAPPING

The remnants were mapped geographically using the codification 
system, showing their code when they came into existence and 
how their code changed over the decades, reaching the code of 
their present context.

1860s 1870s 1880s 1890s 1900s 1910s 1920s 1930s 1940s 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s
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TIMELINE

Phase 3Phase 1 Phase 5 Phase 6

Remnant origin date

Usage

Simplified lines Grouping colours Merging blocks

Business/Commerce

Industrial

Health and Recreation

Hospitality and tourism

Social and Political

Arts and Culture

Residential

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

Phase 4

Phase 5

Phase 6

Using the data acquired from the secondary research a timeline was 
produced for the Cuba Quarter. On a grid structure, the timeline goes 
from 1865 to 2011 horizontally.

TIMELINE MAPPING

Business/Commerce

Industrial

Health and Recreation

Hospitality and tourism

Social and Political

Arts and Culture

Residential

Throughout this process the mapping was 
adjusted accordingly if any additional data 
became apparent through ongoing research

Phase 1–5 Phase 6

TIMELINE

Focussing on these connections – the clustering of remnants and 
their shared indexicality – changes in the urban fabric of the city are 
revealed, traces of a continuously reshaped environment become 
apparent. The city reveals the map. 
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TIMELINE

LambtonCuba WaterfrontCourtenay

A refined version of the process involved in phases 1 and 3–6 was carried out 
on the remaining quarters, Courtenay, Lambton and The Waterfront

TIMELINE MAPPING

The photographic remnant data gathered in the primary research 
phase was placed on the timeline accordingly. 

PHOTO MAPPING

Business/Commerce
Industrial
Health and Recreation
Hospitality and tourism
Social and Political
Arts and Culture
Residential

Business/Commerce

Industrial

Health and Recreation

Hospitality and tourism

Social and Political

Arts and Culture

Residential

ANALYSIS

Research into the contextual history of the 
area/quarter allows for comparative analysis 
of the typographical remnant, the coding and 
the history of the area itself.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

 

 

Following letter trails we find trajectories 
that lead us to culture and heritage. It is the 
patterns that are derived from this informa-
tion displayed through visual documentation 
which reveal what they say about a city’s 
urban fabric.

PATTERNS
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/ LAMBTON
/ WATERFRONT
/ CUBA
/ COURTENAY

Dawson & Maudsley, 11a Marion St.
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Bread & Pastry Factory
6 Swan Lane

“Females shall not be aloud to 
manufacture goods for sale”

Evening Post, 1911

THE BAKE HOUSE

Architect William Crichton designed 
this building in 1910, which was built 
for William Barber as a dye works, 
replacing an earlier wooden building 
which was constructed in 1863. 

Steam dyers and cleaners, 7 Leeds St

BARBER & CO.

Lemuel Thomas Watkins bought 101 Cuba St 
in the 1920s. It housed his respected printing, 
stationery, and bookbinding firm which provided 
a solid foundation for the busy and profitable 
Wellington book trade.

L. T. WATKINS LTD.

Printing & Bookbiding
101 Cuba St

1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920

L. T. Watkins died in 1951 and the  
company was continued by his son  
Lemuel Eber Watkins until 1990.
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CUBA QUARTER

Albemarle

Arthur St 

Barbers & Co.

Berry & Co. 

BNZ Vivian

BNZ Manners

Bond Store

Cabbury Bros.

Casa Nova

City Finance

Cycle Services

Dawson & Maudsley

Edwards’ 

Floriditas Awning

Hallenstein Bros.

Ivin Manufactures

James Smith Corner

Lukes Lane

Morgan’s Building

Morrison’s Building

The Oaks

Picture Framing

T G Macarthy

Trades Hall

Wakefield Hotel

55 Cleaners

Super Cuts

– Looking to work in the historical elements also
–  Different layout options
– Options to explore on format etc
– Refinement…

William Berry – a studio 
photographer in Wellington’s 
Cuba St from the 1890s to 
about 1930.

174 Cuba St 

BERRY & Co.
PHOTOGRAPHERS

CUBA INFO

COURTENAY
INFO

WILLIS
INFO

LAMBTON
INFO

CUBA INFO

– Map of quarters included in set
– A3 sheet, folds to A5

FORMATTING THE CITY

Map folded 
to A5 – front

Map folded 
to A5 – back

A3 Map  – front A3 Map – back

FORMATTING THE CITY

– 4 x A5 books, one for each quarter
– Robust sleeve to hold books

BOOKS AND MAP
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POSTER
Front

A6 postcards A2 poster that folds 
to A5 brochure

Postcards and map 
as part of back of 
poster

POSTER
Back

A6 A6 A5

POSTER
Front

A6 A6

POSTER
Front

POSTER
Front

POSTER
Front

After perforation, 4 posters combine 
into one.

A5

A6 postcards + markers 
(stickers)

A6 A6 A5

A6 A6 A5

A6 A5

A5

A6

A6
A6

A5

POSTER
Front

Perforated

Perforated Fold

CAPITAL 
LETTERS
THE
PAST
UNFOLD

CuBA SiTES SPECiFiC SiTE 
in CuBA

WEBSiTE

CAPiTAL 
LET-
TERS

CATEGORY

LOCATiOn

GEnERATiOn

Sort by QuartersSort sites by 
location

Sort sites by 
era/generation

Sort sites by category/code

BC HR HT SP AC

BC  
Business and commerce
HR  
Health and Recreation
HT  

Hospitality and tourism
SP  
Social and Political
AC  
Arts and Culture

eg. Watkins

iMAGES

HiSTORY

ADDRESS
+ MAP

STORiES

YOuR SAY

Each site page has 
these features

Recent &Historical

Regarding remnant

Quirky stories etc

user can add their 
own story 

Link to exhibition
temporary feature

Physical marker/
code link user to 
site specific info

CAPiTAL 
LET-
TERS
POSTER

CAPiTAL 
LET-
TERS

Business card sized  
site info cards 
on wall mounted 
info stand

Fold out mini map

Poster that folds 
to broschure

Smart technology 
connects user 
to info

Pop up 
Exhibition

CAPiTAL 
LET-
TERS
POSTER
Front

A6 free postcards 

4 x A2 poster 
that folds 
to A5 brochure

Physical marker/
code link user 
to site specific info?

Postcards and map as 
part of back of poster 
4 x A6 panels:
1 x map postcard (return)
1 x stickers
2 x postcards

CAPiTAL 
LET-
TERS
POSTER
Back

A6 A6

CAPiTAL 
LET-
TERS
POSTER
Front

CAPiTAL 
LET-
TERS
POSTER
Front

CAPiTAL 
LET-
TERS
POSTER
Front

CAPiTAL 
LET-
TERS
POSTER
Front

After perforation, 4 posters combine 
into one.

Map postcard showing 
existing markers 
& sticker postcard
to add your own.
Both act as feedback mechanisms.

user can mark their 
own discoveries
in urban space?
Or just on postcards
then see them be 
added in urban 
space

A6 A6

Keep/send a letter to a friend

Map postcard with 
user discovered sites. 
Freepost back to 
project so they can be 
added to the archive

After exhibition, 
smart technology 
connects user 
to info via gps 
coordinates and 
blog where he/she 
can add info

WEBSiTE

CAPiTAL 
LET-
TERS

Link to exhibition
(temporary feature)

WEBSiTE/ARCHiVE
Website holds all 
information

Link to app
(permanent feature)

Coordinates/GPS 
link user to site 
specific info

Download app CAPiTAL 
LET-
TERS

Link to letters
(permanent feature)

All sites Cuba sites Specific site in Cuba

Physical marker/
code link user to 
site specific info

CAPiTAL 
LET-
TERS
POSTER

A6 postcards
Wall mounted display rack
Also houses folded brochure/map

CAPiTAL 
LETTERS
PROJECT

A2 poster that folds 
to A5 brochure

user can add 
information

user can add 
information

Smart technology 
connects user 
to info

Map as part of back 
of poster

CAPiTAL LETTERS

Coordinates/GPS 
link user to site 
specific info

Download app CAPiTAL 
LET-
TERS

user can add 
information

DESIGN

POSTER
Front

A6 postcards A2 poster that folds 
to A5 brochure

Postcards and map 
as part of back of 
poster

POSTER
Back

A6 A6 A5

POSTER
Front

A6 A6

POSTER
Front

POSTER
Front

POSTER
Front

After perforation, 4 posters combine 
into one.

A5

A6 postcards + markers 
(stickers)

A6 A6 A5

A6 A6 A5

A6 A5

A5

A6

A6
A6

A5

POSTER
Front

Perforated

Perforated Fold

CAPITAL 
LETTERS
THE
PAST
UNFOLD

CuBA SiTES SPECiFiC SiTE 
in CuBA

WEBSiTE

CAPiTAL 
LET-
TERS

CATEGORY
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HOME ABOUT CONTACT

Lemuel Thomas Watkins bought this building in the 1920s. Originally from 
Christchurch, he worked as a printer in both Australia and New zealand. He was 
appointed works manager at the New Zealand Times in Wellington before buying 
the Progress Printing Company and entering into a short-lived partnership with 
his former Times co-workers Tyer and Tolan. In 1911, he bought out their shares 
and became sole proprietor of L T Watkins Ltd, a respected printing, stationery, 
and bookbinding firm which provided a solid foundation for the busy and profitable 
Wellington book trade. L T Watkins died in 1951 and the company was continued  
by his son Lemuel Eber Watkins until 1990.

WHAT DO 
YOU KNOW?

© capital letters 2011

IF YOU HAVE A STORY TO TELL 
GET IN TOUCH  AND HELP BUILD 
THE TYPOGRAPHIC CITY.

BACK TO TOP

capital letters HOME ABOUT CONTACT

L T WATKINS LTD
176 –182 Cuba St

WHEN

1904– 5  |  Building constructed 
1925  |  Bought by Watkins Ltd.  
1990   |  Company ceased

INFO & STORIES

This where the stories and information 
added by the user can be viewed. Whether 
by email, directly on the website under the 
Letterbox page or by clicking on the ‘What  
do you know?’ button on the bottom left  
of the screen or even by sending in a 
postcard from the Typo Tour booklet.
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