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ABSTRACT 

During 1 992-95 the Serb ian estab l ishment i n  Serbia and Bosnia-Herzegovina executed a 

pol icy of ethn ic-cleans ing against the Musl im and Croat population in Bosnia­

Herzegovina. On 25 May 1 995 the town square in Tuzla was she l led by a Bosn ian Serb 

art i l l ery unit k i l l ing seventy-one people and i njuring many others. The aim was to div ide 

the Musl im, Croat and Serb community of Tuzla i nto taking sides in a confl ict that saw 

atrocities committed on a scale not seen in Europe s ince the Second World War. This 

study is about peace and conflict and gives some insight into how this commun ity dealt 

with violence. The decis ion to bury those ki l led together in a common burial s ite 

i rrespective of ethnic background was made in  the face of external re l igious and pol i tical 

oppositicm. In tak ing th i s  action, these fami l ies re inforced the long-held trad it ion in 

Tuzla vf being a tolerant mult i-ethnic community. Those buried together were buried as 

friends not d iv ided by re l i gion and national ism. As  such, the burial site i s  the s ingle 

most important symbol of  peace in this commun ity. 

Other key findings from th is  study show the enorm ity of personal loss and grief for the 

fam i l ies of those k i l led; the impact of this inc ident on the whole community; questions 

about j ustice; trans-generat ional trauma; ethn ic identity; mixed-marriages; and a changed 

demographic make-up of the town 's  population due to an increase of displaced persons.  
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