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Abstract

This thesis presents an investigation into the effect of Liberated
Learning Technology (LLP) on academic listening comprehension,
notetaking and listening strategies in an English as a foreign language
context (L2). Two studies are reported: an exploratory study and
subsequent main study. The exploratory study was undertaken to
determine L2 and native speaker (L1) students’ perceptions on the
effectiveness of the technology on academic listening and notetaking.
The main study took a more focused approach and as a result, extended
the exploratory study that was done in an authentic lecture context in
order to gather data to measure listening comprehension and notetaking

quality.

The participants in the main study comprised six L2 students: five of
whom intended to go to university. The methodology was a multi-
method one: data was gathered from notetaking samples, protocol

analysis, email responses and a questionnaire.

Results indicated that continuous speech recognition (CSR) has the
potential to support the listening comprehension and notetaking abilities
of L2 students as well as facilitate metacognitive listening strategy use

and enhance affective factors in academic listening.
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However, it is important to note that as CSR is an innovative
technology, it first needs to meet a number of challenges before its full
potential can be realized. Consequently, recommendations for future

research and potential innovative uses for the technology are discussed.

This thesis contributes to L2 academic listening and notetaking
measurement in two areas: 1. the measurement of LLP-supported
notetaking; and, 2. the measurement of LLP-supported academic

listening comprehension.
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