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ABSTRACT

The research represents an attempt to establish some
normative data for the oral language performance of native-
English speaking children aged 6 years 10 months to 8 years
in conversation with an adult, and by examining the
performance of Samoan children in the same age-group to
determine those areas which discriminate most strongly
between the performances of both groups.

Children were interviewed individually and the
conversations recorded over a thirty-minute period. Tapes
were transcribed on the same day as the recording, and the
data quantified according to the procedures of Developmental
Sentence Analysisl, which established a rank-order for each
group. A more detailed analysis of the data was then made
in order to identify those areas of development and/or of
uncertainty which were common to both groups, and those
which appeared only, or mainly, among the Samoan children.

The statistical analysis, based on the developmental
weighting of syntactic items, (DSS scores) indicated that
where errors were specific to the Samoan children they

occurred in structures described as early-developing among

iii

native-English speaking children. At the higher developmental

levels, the performance of Samoan children above the 50th
percentile (for that group) was similar to that of their
English speaking age-mates. The classification of error-
patterns also distinguished between 'growth errors'
(where performance.was characterized by over-generalizing

or by substitution, for example), and 'deficiency errors'

. Lee, L.L. and Koenigsknecht 1974, Developmental Sentence

Analysis.
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(where morphemes and syntactic items were omitted),
the latter occurring more consistently among the Samoan
children.

In addition, a general indication of language devélopment
in relation to chronological age was derived by comparing
the DSS scores of the Samoan children falling below the
25th percentile for that group with those obtained by
younger children at the 50th percentile point for each
one-year interval from age 4 to age 6. 1In the absence
of New Zealand DSS norms for these age-levels, it was
necessary to use those derived from a study of American
children (Lee 1974), but the results are in accord with
other New Zealand-based studies (See 0.1, Introduction)
which have noted the "two-year gap" appearing around age 7
among Polynesian children when their achievement on a
variety of measures and tests is compared with that of
their Pakeha age-mates. In the present study, the "gap"
ranged from about 20 months at the 25th percentile (for the
Samoan group) to over 41 months at the 10th percentile.

The general intention has been to sharpen the focus
for teachers wishing to develop compensatory language
programmes so that effort may be directed to those specific
areas where non-native speaking children appear to have
missed a developmental stage in their acquisition of English.
The findings also suggest that difficulty with certain
syntactic structures, semantic concepts, and phonological
realizations is a function of age-level and the language-
situation for both groups of subjects rather than of the

ethnic background of the Samoan group.
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