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ABSTRACT ii. -------·-

For many years it has been recognised$ both by official 

and unofficial sources, that as a group, l.Iao:r.•i chilcll'en do 

less well in school than Pakeha children. 'fi1e major explan-

ations for this have usually -involved reference to lower 

socio-economic status or lingu1stic variables. 'iihile not 

deny:Lng that these variables are important, this study has 

attempted to place much greater> emphasis on variables related 

to the discontinuity between the teachers' background and the 

sub-cul tur-al and mino:r·i ty group status of their Tlaori pupils. 

Ranginui 'i'iallzer' s statement that teachers are predominantly 

monocultural and not sensitised to react to biculturalism or' 

the minority group needs of l'iiaori pupils, was taken as a 

hypothesis. 

A Questionnaire was designed and circulated amongst grour,s 

of Pakeha teachers and psychologir:its. A group of Maoris was 

also · selected to complete part of this ~uestionnaire. The 

results suggest that by ancl large Pakeha teachers seek few 

experiences which would lead them to a greater understanding 

of the "Maori sj_de" of their Maori pupils' lives. Furthermore 

they appear to have a poor knowledge of Maoritanga. This 

conclusion was found to be true of teachers in areas where 

there was a re la ti vely hie;h pe_rcentage of Maori pupils, as well 

as their counterparts in areas where relatively few I•/ia.ori 

pupils are on school rolls. 
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