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x.. 

Intro0.uction. 

In the fielt of historic2l geocraphy there has 

been muc~.1 controversy on the relativo merits and veli{ity 

of pa.rticul:::. r metlloc:; s of appro~.ch. Early worL within 

this fiol~. was concernee more particula rly with · the 

reconstruction of past c~c o2;rapl1ies';. Darby ( 1) cites 

J.F. Unste.s.c1 w~10 c"'escri.l)ec-:. l1istorica::i_ geography as cutting 

;
1l1orizontal soctiorns t.~::i.roush tiri1e j', anc".. 8ir E:a1ford 

l·:acKinder wI10 spol;,:e of an llis tor ic .s.1 geography which 

in vol Vee : i th.e historic pre sen t 11 
• G-orman geogrD.pb.ers 

agree6, for Bettner 9 writing in 1927 1 mcntioneC that 

Ii ••• o <...l. hir:;toricaJ ge o c;raphy of any region is~ in 

principJc, possibJe for any pcrior.:'. of its hi::;tory, anc. 

must be writt2n separately for e2ch period; t~ere is 

not merely one, but a multi tut"'_ e of his tor ic2. l 

, ' \ I ( 2) ge 03re. pl110 s • 

But th1s vi0w, however, is not s~~rcf by all 

his toricr.l geo r~raphcn"$. '.-J ome 1 for ins ts.nee~ woulc. limit 

:1is.torical c;eography to tl1e stu0.y of those fea'tures o.f' 

the pHs t wl1ic:1 c.:.re s tiJ.1 evident in present-c12y Js.ndsca.pe s, 

whiJ.e others f00J. that t~1ere shol.ll( be littJ_e limitation 

~r. is:\,ng from t J.1e time clement in historioe.1 geography~ 

T.nus Preston J(:n11cri. stc.•.te.0. that nt~1e fulJ. perspootivc of 
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the time sequence in so f'ar as it is related to 

geographic pa tterns and processes is essential if we are 

to read t he s toi-•y of c on t emporary difference s correc tly 11 
( 3) o 

Carl Sauer also envis8ged such an approach in a study of 

ch8.nging man-land relationships throughout time (4) o 

Each of these approaches has ·1ts merits as well as 

its J.imi ta tions.. The t i cross-sectional method" has "been 

hailed by ita exponents as being essentially geographical, 

an assertion bar.rnc1 upon tl:.e idea t hat as the geogrs:phy of 

tl·1e present slices thr·ough time present s o should. 

histoPicai geograpl1y t hrough time pasto In some i nstances 

this method has been limited t o cross - sections in time, 

as in Ralph H" Brovvn' s 11 ~Error for Ame1: icans; J..,ikeness 

of the Ea.stern Seaboard 9 18'10" (5). As Ao Ho Clark added9 

however 9 "To stop with ooocross-sectional reconstruct ions 

would be to fciil in an obvious opportunity ~ · if not duty 

of in terpre ta tion' 1 
( 6). To overcome the obvious limitations 

of the single isolated cros :J -section n ceries of s uch 

cross-sections for pertinent dates tan be used 9 a method 

employed by Cumberland and Har gre aves in a series of 

~rticles on early New Ze aland (7)o As each cross-section 

would embody both description and. ex11lana ti on it is 

possible that repetition vrnu.ld occur; but on the other hand~ 

if each cross-section was limited to strictly contemporaneo~S 
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matcri2l it woulC fail to inte~pret the element of 

change , a:nc:. to mere J.y imply such wouJ.c.'. b e lJo t~1 inc:.C:.e qus. te 

anc::_ possib:.L~r misl02cing. 

It is possible, however, to b2se e2c~ succeeding 

cro:=:is-sectio:n cJ.oseJ.y on th.:.t j)roceC:inr; it~ Darby, in 

rcferrinG to tho work of S~D. DoC:ge who dealt with a 

Corn-Bolt townsl1ip in tl1is manner, ma in ta incc1 ths. t tl·J.is 

me tl100. succoc(eC_ in t~1c small 2rc2 involve( ( 8).. Wl1.cn 

this rnethoc is employc~ over a larger area, however, it 

might involve more sy0cific reference to t :.J.e 11 ch2nges; 1 

that h2.ve tc.lrnn place since tl1c prccccLin,r; cross-section. 

Cumber lane;_ 1 s anC:. :-I2r<'"~re2ves 1 accouiYGD of New Zc2.1an6. 

between 1780 and 1881 use{ this metho~o Each cross-section 

of past l2ndscapcs w20 not lost in a chronological time 

seq_ucnce. 

Carl Ss.ucr's treatment of' l1istoric2J geography 

differed (9)o To him, as to meny other geographers, the 

time sequence ws. s vi to.l to understand contemporary 

c-: ifference~ w:1ich he.0_ bGen brought about through cl1anging 

~cographical processes. Such a concept involves a study 

of evolution or change an~ the associated processes 

oper2, ting t.hrough time. The emphae is within this f'ield 

nmy vary, it m2y l)e upon tl1e actua:i_ processes involved, 
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upon th0 r.::;sul ts of t~~x~se procc~3:.; 013 9 or upon ·cl1e soc iolog­

ical and tcchnolo3ical concepts undorlying such processes. 

Often in this kii1C". of atuc1y the matcriol is organised on 

th::: basis of vortice.l thcmeso 'I'ho use of this met:1ocl., 

however, may 6.e trc.c t from the total for tJ.1c sake of 

highlighting a particular feature wit~1 8. series of single­

factor stucl.ics. C.T. Smith suggest0C. tl""lat the mcthoc'~ of 

vertical themes was 11 only a pe.rtiaJ solutio:p." which 

"extcnC'~s t~10 fiele. without acicquatcly defining tho whole;' 

( 10). It is possible, however g to combine vertica.1 and 

cross-sectional mcthoc-::.s~ as was C.~one by · ,JeO.Mo Broek in 

1111'l1e i3antn CJ.2.ra Ve,J.lcy, California" (·11). 

i •. number of univcrsi ty thosts may be note (. amongst 

New Zealan~ studies in this fieldo Oliver's thesis, on 

communice..tions in the Hanaws.tu-Kairang2. area usec"\. 

vortical themes o Nicholls 9 writ.inc; Ol1 the CoromanC'.el 

Peninsula us cc] t~1c cross-sec tiona1 itlG t;.-10 c.1 wi tl1 implied 

vertical themes, while l·;:0 rr ts thesis on the \IVHikouai ti 

District employed cross-sections interspersed with 

vertical narratives (12)o 

1.1he r81uaining concept of historical p.;eography is that 

in whicl1 tiw 8.ppro2cl1 is cU.raectcd 2.J.ong the lines of' 

discovering tJ.10 ori~~irrn of' certain rc}ict t'eatures in 

an existing l2.nc'. scap8 0 o[;o to stucy t.'c1c past only in so 

far as it he.s J.cft vcctigcs in tho present landscape .. 
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In such a study it i s often difficult to dist inguish 

between the specific Pelict f'eatures and the other 

phenomena closely· associated V'l i ~h themo Pu:rthermore, 

if they are not separat~d then the problem arisec of 

recreating a fullscale geogr~phy of other past periods. 

To avoid this a geogr apher may confine h i mse lf 

largely to the prer:rnnt and r efer back into the past only 

when ne ce tis ary for exp18nc:i t i on ~ ~:'hD use of suc.h a 

11 flm:ih-bac:k me t:hod;i can lead, however , to an i mbo.lance d 

viawo The problem with this concept, re gardless of the 

method of presenta tion , i G that all too often a past 

phase, OP f'a ce t 9 o:f occ up2:nce b.8.S had a greater influence 

upon -Che presen t geography than the relict fee.tu.res 

persisting to the present would suggest Q 

~'he re are , then, [;1 numb e r o:f rnethoc.,f:; ava i 1able to 

the historical g0ograpi1er , each aiming to present the 

material r,DalyticaJ.ly anc.::_ each having i tu paP ticuls.r 

advantages ~nd disadvantages The choice of the method 

is large ly ci. ic t8 -Ced -DY t he nature of' the study, the 

character of the landscape to be dealt wi th~ and the nature 

and the availability of' the materialo 

The method to b e em.ployed in this study is that of' a 

series of' related cross-sections , a method recorrunend.ed 

oy Darby :f'or relatively small at.reas, especially for shovving 
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change over the t otal unit (13)o The underlying theme will 

be t hat o:e the r ole of mD.n in the evolu tio.n of the present 

l and use , se ttlement and ·communications pattern of' the 

Pohangina Coun.ty o Rather than trace all changes 

genetically this study will set out t o assess the contrib-

' ution of certain periods chosen with raference t o 

significant changes over the who le county by a series of 

cross - sections , ea ch taken at f airly s i gnif icant da teso 

The material available h a s cxer> t ed some i nfluence 

on the choice of method and elates of' cross -sec tions o The 

Rural Va l uat ion Rolls for the county~ for i ns ta nee s 

present ed a valuable source of infor ma tion but were 

a va ilable in clc tail only f'rom 19 19 to 1963 o T..ikewise 

the a vailable information for the county in the · 

pre-European era centred. arour1d the perj_od ·J 859-1 864o 

The final choice of 1863 was based on the :t"'nct that not 

only w2s most of the mater i a l r e l ated to this date but 

it was a lso the l a st year of' t otal l'A2ori land tenure (1 L~ )o 

The s ele ction o:f t he years 1906 , 1936~ and 1963 

respectively, was based vrimarily upon an analys i s of 

government s ta tis tical material (15)o The ~rear• 1906 

r epr esents the peak of the p ioneering era i n terms of 

:population 9 lives t ock numbe r s 9 ano area of cul tiva t e d 
o~ 

land; 1936 was charatteristic ~ the earlie r phase of a 
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she ep- dom i nated mixed economy 9 wi th a mino11 peal{ i n 

popula tj_oi1 and dairy cat t le numbers o After 1936 sheep 

number•E; increaDed r ap i dly l eadi ng to a growi ng trend 

t owards an almost exc l usive l y sheep economy o Between 

1936 and -1963 the sheep and the cattle numbers i ncreas e d 

r espect i vely by 82 o9 per cent and 4 7 . 1 per cen t a l thou gh 

popul ation numbor.J h r- 0 dr ol?:ciec~ to the lovms t :point s i n c e 

the establ isrnent of the; county o For l:iot.h 1906 and -1 936 

t he presence of further fa irly comprehensive stati s tic a l 

material vm rs u1Do very important to th£: cho ice of the 

s Dec if i c dn te o 
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i s scarce and this was a valuable source .. 
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