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PREFACE

This year is the fiftieth anniversary of the signing of the treaty that led to the
formation of the Southeast Asia Treaty Organisation or SEATO. As such, it is an
opportune time to review aspects of New Zealand’s membership of this
organisation. This task is all the more timely, because this year has also seen the
Prime Minister of New Zealand sign a Non-Aggression Pact with ASEAN in the
capital of Laos. Helen Clark is following in the footsteps of her Labour
predecessor Walter Nash, who defied SEATO and the US over the matter of
armed intervention in Laos. This thesis examines the changing defence
relationships of New Zealand with the UK and the US during the 1950s, and

seeks to explain the circumstances of Nash’s disagreement with our largest ally.
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