
Copyright is owned by the Author of the thesis.  Permission is given for 
a copy to be downloaded by an individual for the purpose of research and 
private study only.  The thesis may not be reproduced elsewhere without 
the permission of the Author. 
 



DISTRICT NURSING CLIENTS: 
PERCEPTIONS OF PARTICIPATION IN NURSING CARE 

A thesis presented 
in partial fulfillment of the requirements 

for the degree of 
Master of Arts 

in 
Nursing at 

Massey University 
Palmerston North, New Zealand 

WILMA AUDREY YOUNG 

1989 





Massey University Library 

AMENDMENTS New Zealand & Pacific Collection 

I apologize to readers who may be inconvenienced by these typographical errors. 
Please amend body of text as follows: 

p. 17 Fuchs, 1974 to Fuchs, 1975 
p. 18 New, Holton, May, & Hesler to New, Holton, May, Jude, & Hesler, 1977 x 2 
p. 19 Oakley, 1979 to Oakley, 1983 
p. 19 Kalish & Kalish, 1983 to Kalish & Kalish, 1981 x 2 
p. 19 Rodin & Janis, 1978, 1982 to Rodin & Janis, 1979, 1982 
p. 31 Nelson (1982) to Nelson (1981)-
p. 33 Conway-Rutkowski, 1987a to Conway-Rutkowski, 1982a 
p. 33 Rover, 1987 to Rovers, 1987 
p. 43 O'Hagan, 1988 to O'Hagan, 1984 
p. 44 Moulson, 1983 to Moulson, 1984 x 3 
p. 46 Coney, p.212 to Coney, 1988, p.212 
p. 46 Professor Scott (1988) to Professor Scott (1983) 
p. 47 Kinross, Takarangi, Nevatt, and White, 1983 to White, Takarangi, Nevatt, 

and Kinross, 1983 
p. 52 Sandelwoski, 1986 to Sandelowski, 1986 
p. 53 Sandelwoski, 1986 to Sandelowski, 1986 
p. 65 Leininger, 1984 to Leininger, 1985 
p. 85 Shamansky & Germain, 1987 to Shamansky & St. Germain, 1987 

Please make amendments to bibliographic entries as follows: 

Bailey, Donald B. Jr., et al (1985) [change 80(4) to 89(4)] 
Becker, Marshall H. & Rosenstock, Irwin M. (1984). [add pp.175-208.] 
Butteriss, Margaret. (1971). [change satisfaction to participation] 
Cary, Ann H. (1988). [change 341-351 to 341-349.] 
Chick, Norma. (1983). [add pp.13-37.] 
Del Fante, Anne L. [change (1983) to (1985).] 
Flaskerud, Jacquelyn H., et al (1979). [change 158-175 to 158-174.] 
Flowers, Mark. (1987). [change community services to community health services] 
Foxall, Martha, et al (1985). [change 425-444 to 425-443.] 
Glogow, Eli. [change (1971) to 11973).] 
Kalish, Beatrice J. & Kalish, Phillip A. (1981). [change pp 1-29 to pp. 211-226.] 
McGilloway, F.A. (1976). [change 9 to 1] 
New, Peter Kong-Ming, Holton, Wittred-E., May, Thomas, Jude, & Hessler, Richard 

M. ( 1977). [change to New, Peter Kong-Ming, Holton, Wilfred E., May, Jude, 
Thomas, & Hessler, Richard M. (1977).] 

Oakley, A. [change (1984) to{l983).] 
Rovers, Ria. [add (1987, October).] 
Schulman, Beryl Ann. (1977). [change 2624-B to 2624-B - 2625-B.] 
Shaw, Sally. (1986, May)a. [change 23-25 to 22-25.] 
Smith, Carol E., Buck, Susan, Kerndt, Patricia, & Sollie, Tina. [change to Smith, 

Carol E., Buck, Susan, Colligan, Eva, Kerndt, Patricia, & Sollie, Tina.] 
Sparer, Gerald, et al (1970). [change 1090-1102 to 1091-1102] 
Tagliacozzo, Daisy L. & Mauksch, H.O. (1972). [add pp.162-175] 

Change all the following entries from the same text: 
Abbott, Nellie Kuhtik. (1981); Brophy, Elizabeth B. (1981); Gosch, Susan & Fox, 
Lee F. (1981); Marriner, Ann. (1981); Mason, Donald. (1981); Smyth, Kathleen. 
(1981); Van Ort, Suzanne. (1981) [to In Sydney o. Krampitz & Natalie Pavlovich 
(Eds.), Readings for nursing research.] 



ABSTRACT 

Research on participation in nursing care is sparse in New 

Zealand, particularly in the district nursing field. No studies 

were found on participation from the perspective of the New 

Zealand client of district nursing care. This study initiates 

steps to fill this gap by examining the question 11 What are the 

perceptions of district nursing clients toward participation in 

their care?". An exploratory descriptive study using a multiple 

triangulation design provided a background data base and revealed 

rich, meaningful qualitative information. Thirty eight district 

nursing clients were interviewed seeking quantitative data which 

were statistically analyzed and qualitative data which were 

analyzed using analytic description technique. The district 

nurse/client relationship studied here provided evidence 

supporting Kim's (1983a) theoretical framework of collaborative 

decision making, particularly that the nurse controls the 

"client's propensity to participate" through 11 allowance 11 or 
11 sanctioning 11 of participation (p.279). This research discovered 

that from the client's perspective the district nurse guides the 

client/nurse relationship, encouraging the client's participation 
through discussion. Client and nurse cooperated and worked . 
together to achieve a mutua 1 goa 1 of se 1 f care and independence. 

Study clients acquiesced to the nurse's guidance as a result of 

preconceived patient/nurse role attitudes and deference to the 

nurse's professional expertise. A continuum of participation was 

conceptualized with four perceptions of part i ci pat ion evident in 

this study: 'Withdrawal' of those who did not wish to 

participate; 'Acquiescence' or supporting the status quo by 

consenting without comment; a mid-point of 'Cooperation and 

Working Together'; and, 'Taking more Control' of care. 
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