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ZREFACE

"Flax is the life blood of Foxton" - a
truth or a myth? This often repeated remark by past
and present residents prompted the study of its one
major industry, New Zealand ¥oolpack and Textiles Limited
and its employees. To give the study a wider perspective,
it has been set against the background of the flax
industry as it developed in Nlew Zealand prior to 1933.
This terminal date marked the virtual collapse of New
Zealand's export trade in flax fibre and the establish-
ment at Foxton of the Company of lNew Zealand Woolpack and
Textiles Limi ted.

Although the firm continues to play a vital
role in the economic and social affairs of Foxton, flax in
recent years has been of declining importance to the
industry as 1t has diversified its manufactures into
products which no longer have flax as their prime raw
material. If plastic fibres are subatituted for flax in
the manufacture of woolpucks, and there is a astrong
possibility, flax growing and milling would be of even
less significance for the people of Foxton than they are
todaye.

I should like to record my sincere
appreciation of those who have rendered assistance during
the preparation of this thesis. In particular, the
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following are mentioned: lessrs. VW.Z. Hale and C. Pearce
(fiew Lealand Woolpack and Textiles Limited)j liessrs. WeJd.
Walker and Ge.BDe Miller (Department of Agriculture);
re DeDs Wilson (Derartment of Labour); the Department of
Lands and Surveyj the Valuation Department (Falmerston
North)y the llew Zealand Wool BDoards and the litsuil
Company (vellington).

I wish to acknowledge the sources of the
following photographs: Fijure 3 - New Zealand Aerial
Mapping Limited, Hastingsy Figures 4, 5, 6 and 7 -
Geography Department, Massey University; Figure 8 -~
Whites Aviation Limited, Auckland.

Special thanks are due to Mrs. Flathaug for
typing the manuscript and to 1ss Yvoune Fearson for

cartographic assistance in the preparation of the maps.

To my mother,for her unfailing support and
encouragemnent throughout ny years of study, I owe a

tremendous debt of gratitude.

To my wife, Joan, for her help and tolerant
understanding during the preparation and completion of

this research, I also owe a great deal.

Finally, I should like to expreas my
indebtedness to my two supervisors, Mr. B.G.R. Saunders
in the preliminary stages of this study and Professor
Thomson, whose unflagging interest and helpful oriticism
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provided the inspiration and stimulus which saw this
investigation through to its eventual completion.



CHAPTER III: TIE MOUTO

LIST OF CONTENTS

PREFACE

CHAFTER It CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NEW ZEALAND FLAX

JS £l T0

Introduction
Early European Interest in Flax
The Growth of an Export Trade in Flax Fibre

Factors Contributing to the 'Slump' in the Flax

'rade
Efforts to liechanise the 3tripping of Flax
Cyclical Variations in the Flax Ixport Trade
Flax #illing in the lManawatu
I'ne Ind of the Flax ELxporting Era
Footnotes

CHAFTER IIt HI:TUHY OF Nu“ ZEALAND YWOOLPACK AND

4 Fo 1
Hebirth of the Flax Induatry
Larly 'Growing Fains'
1. iFailure of the Cloghill Irocess
2¢ High Froduction Costs
3+ Raw Material Supplies
The Government's Role
Recurrent Labour 3hortages
uxpanulon and nivorsifioation
Mechanisation
In ietrospect
Footnotes

A ESTATE FLAX DEVELOPMENT

Situation of the Moutoa Estate

Acquisition of the Estate by the Government

Early Developmental I'roblems

Replacement of Hatural Flax Stands

Harvesting Flax

Factors Contributing to a Fall-off in Cut
Green Leaf

Livestock on the lMoutoa Estate

Receipts from the Moutoa Estate

The lMoutoa Estate Work Force

Maintenance and Lxpenditure

Fresent Stage of Development

Footnotes

P 2O~V W= =

—



CHAPTER IVs ‘ : FROM
¥ 67
The Field Survey 67
The Sample 67
Analysis of Survey Data 68
Local Hignificance of the Firm 83
1. lositive Aspects 8
2, legative Aspects 8
liational Si.mificance of the Firm 30
Yootnotes 04
CHAPTER V: PROSPECT: OF THE FOXTON FLAX INDUSTRY 95
The Manufacture of Woolpacks 95
The loutoa Estate 99
The Future of New Zealand Woolpack and Textiles
' Limited 104
Conclusion 10%
Footnotes 108
&rrBHDICES: 111
Appendix A: Cuestionnaire for Employees of
Hew Zealand VWoolpack and Textiles Limited 11
Appendix B: Tables of law Data Collated from
Questionnaires 116
Appendix C: The Manufacture of Woolpacks aid
Floor Coverings at Foxton 122

BISLIOGRAYHY 130



Figure

o N v e W

LIST OF FIGURES

Foxton: Its iHegional Setting.

Sources of jlax Green Leaf for lew
Zealand Woolpack and Textiles
Limi ted, 1963.

Moutoa Estate: An Aerial View.

Phormium FPlantation.

Loading of Leaf - Past.

Stripping Kill.

Loading and Weighing of Teaf - Present.

5ite of New Zealand Woolpack and Textiles
Linmited, Foxton.

21

28
41
47
47

52

85



II

IIiI

Iv

VI

VII

VIII

IX

XII

XII1I

XIv

LIST OF TABLES,

Green leaf supplied to New Zealand
“oolpack and Textiles Limited for
selected years, 1950-1567. (tons)

Employment and production, lNew Zealand
Woolpack and Textiles Limited, 1956
and 1966.

annual production of cut green leaf
supplied to the Foxton flax mill by
the HMoutoa Lstate. (tons)

Livestock grazed on the Moutoa LZstate
by the Department of Lands and Survey,
1958=1968.

Workers employed on the loutoa Estate,
selected years, 1953=1968.

Length of service of members of the
sample at Tew Zealand toolpack and
Textiles Limi ted. (;ercentages of
total sample)

Fercentage of sample in selected age
£roupse

Fanily size and number of depeandent
children of married employees. (Pase = 56)

Length of residence in Foxton.
Hature of accommodation.
Annual gross earnings.

Estimated frequengy of travel beyond
Foxton for entertainment.

Places other than Foxton frequented for
entertainment.

Relationship of other members of the
family employed at New Zealand Voolpack
and Textiles Limited.

Percentage of married males with
dependent children, 1968, by income and
number of dependent children.

29

37

21

57

61

70

1

73
76
77
78

81

81

84

2



Table
XVl
XVII

XVIII

XIX

XXI
XXII

XXIII
XXIV

XXVI
XXVII
XXVIIL

XXIX

XXXIIX

XXXIIX

larital status of sample.

Humber of children in full-time
employment by family units.

Number of employees who regquired
qualifications/training for their
present job.

Where qualifications/skills were
obtained.

resent place of residence.

Degree of permanency of residence in
Foxton.

Flace of residence immediately prior
t0 removal to Foxton.

ieason for coming/returning to Foxton.

Estimated frequency of shopping beyond
Foxtone

Heasons for shopping beyond Foxton.

Commodities most frequently purchased
beyond Foxton.

Hembership of clubs/organisations in
Foxton.

ixtent of participation in social/
communal activities in Foxton.

Degree of leadership shown in social/
communal activities in Foxton.

Extent of membership of selected
organisations in Foxton.

Number with members of imnediate
family working at New Zealand Woelpack
and Textiles Limited.

Extent to which members oi immediate
family work for the firm.

Labour employed in manufacturing
industries in Foxton, 1967.

116

116

116

117
nT

17

118
118

118
119

119

119

120

120

120

121

121

123



Table Yage

XXXIV Froduction of woolpacks and floor

coverings by New Zealand Woolpack and

Textiles Limited, selected years. (tons) 123
XXXV Raw materials used by New ‘ealand

Woolpack and Textiles limited, selected
years. (tons) 12%





