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J>REPACE 

"Flax is the life blood of Foxton'' - a 

truth or a myth? This often repeated remark by past 

and present reoidenta prompted the otudy of ito one 

major i ndustry, New ~ealand \ oolpack and Textiles Limited 

11. 

and ita employees. To give the otudy a wider perspective. 

it has been eat aguinat the baokLJTound of the flax 

i ndustry as it developed in new Zealand prior to 1933· 

This terminal date marked the virtual collapse of New 

l ealand ' e export trade in flax fibre and t he establish­

ment at Foxton of the Company of New Zealand , oolpack and 

Textileo Limited • 

. u though the f irm oontinuea to play a vital 

role i n the eoonomio and social affairs of Foxton, flax in 

recent yearo has been or declining i mportance to the 

i nd1.rntry as 1 t h.aa di versified i ta manufactures into 

produc t s whioh no longer have !lax a their prime raw 

material . If plastic f ibroa are substituted for flax in 

the manu.faoture of woolpaoks, nd there ia o. otrong 

poao1b1lity, flax growing and milling would be of even 

leoa oiGllifi canoe for the people of Foxton than they are 

today. 
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appreciation of those who have render ed aaaietance during 

the preparation of this t heois. In particular, t he 
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this research , I also owe a great deal . 

Fi nally, I should like to expreae my 

1ndebtedn ea to my t wo supervisors, • B. G. n. Saunders 
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