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PREFACE 

The increasing dissatisfaction and rising aspira tions of 

many Pacific peoples has proopt ed an increased amount of out migration 

t o l ar ger metropolitan countries where it is perceived that these 

desires can be fulfilled. Mi gration of Cook Islanders t o New Zeal and 

is no new phenomenon. In r ecent years, however, f or a great diversity 

of r easons, the flow has reached alarming proportions. The repercu

ssions of such a displacement of population a re significant both for 

donor and recipient areas. 

Although several studies have focussed attention on rnigrant 

gr oups in New Zealand, literature linking t he whole migratory process 

from the island of origin is not quite so readil y availabl e . I t is 

becoming appar ent that more attention r.us t be directed a t the causal 

factors which induce would-be migrants t o f orf'eit a f amiliar way of 

life f or one which can be initially bewilder ing. 

The opp0rtuni t y f or attenpting such a study ar ose in 1972 

l ar gely as a result of the availability of financial assistance fron 

the Cook Island Research Fund established at ~!assey University. 

This enabled the YTriter t o travel t o the Cock Islands f or a period 

of six months . Four of those oonths wer e spent on the outlying 

island of Mauke and the r enaining two in Rar ot onga (see Fi gure I). 

The visit t o Mauke had t wo ob j ectives; firstly t o complet e an 

agricultural l and use survey as part of a Mas soy University 

Geography Department pr0ject, and seconcUy to undertake a study on 
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population movement and its repercussions from the island. This 

latter research fell into three distinct parts, all of which re

volved around extensive questionnaire surveys as the primary data 

collecting medium. .All aspects of the Maukean life style ·were 

examined in an endeavour t o isolate migration inducing variables . 

Minor studies of Maukean migrant groups were also conducted in 

both ~arotonga and in Cannons Creek in New Zealand in an attempt 

t o establish patterns of movement and migrant cha r acteristics . 

The almost total l ack of available data necessitated a heavy 

weighting on questionnaire results . As a consequence, this thesis 

is not intended to be a definitive commentary on all f acets of 

Maukean population movement but rather a study of aspects of 

migra tion which are discernible and to some extent measurable. 

The scope and nature of the study brought me into contact 

with many people without whose assistance and friend.ship this 

thesis would not have been possible . 

Firstly at Massey University I >7ould like t o express my 

gratitude to Professor K.W . Thomson for making funds available 

for the pr oject and to Mr.A. C .V,'alsh, currently at t he University 

of the South Pacific, for his assistance in the ini tial stages . 

Special thanks go t o Dr. P.H. Phillips who supervised the study 

through the final phases and >7ho so willingly offered his time 

and thoughts . Also in the Geography Department , Mr .R. G. Heerdegen 

f or his assistance with computations of data . 

At the Department of Maori and Island Affai rs in Well ington, 

Mr .J. Horn for assistance with transport arrangements and the 

pr ovision of census data . 
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The Maukean peopl e of Cannons Creek f or their coop eration 

and over>7helming hospitality. In particul a r r:iy good friend Ratia 

Ratia f er his help as an interpreter throughout the course of the 

questionnaire survey . 

In Rar ct onga I would also express gr atitude t c Premier of 

the Cock Islands, Sir Albert Henry, and his s on the Minister f or 

Mauke, Mr. Tupui Henry f or their valuable ~ssistance and the 

provision of transport and accoDI!iodation. 

To Rangi Mo ekaa, the Director of Education, Bill Hosking, 

Direct or of Agriculture, Tony Utanga and t he s t aff of the Survey 

Department, and Don Hunter, f ornerly of the Statistics Department 

gr atitude is al sc extended. 

To ~ob and Barb ~'hyte ~ho so gener ousl y pr ovided accommo

dation f or the duration of my st ay. 

Finally i n Rar otonga r.3 interpr e t er Dyer Toriaka and the 

peopl e fr ora 1".auke f or their cooper ation. 

On Mauke i ts elf' I an indebted t o a gr eat nany people all 

of whoo i t i s not poss ible t o per sonall y i dentif'y. Speci al men

t ion mus t ho~rever be nade of t he f ollowing. The f o!'Iile r Resident 

Agent Mr. Tupuna. Ngaoire and his wi fe Ngaire f or their trenendous 

friendship and hospitality during ~y entire stay on the i sl and . 

Mr . Taut ara Pur ea, for uer headt:'.last er cf Mauke School , Mr . Tangi 

Purea , Chai roan of t he Island Counci l, Dr. Rangi Fariu and Mr . 

Julian Dashwcod, Agricultural Extensi on Of f i cer . 

For their inval uable ass i st ance as interpreters Mr. Joe 

Saouel la J n. and Mi ss Vaine Teao . 
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Finally t o all the peopl e of Mauke wh o gav e s o willingly 

of their time , knowl edge a nd unfor gettable hos pitality. 

For naps a nd di agr ams , Mr.R. C. , .. ishnowski and f or the 

fina l thesis copy, Mrs.~,;, . L. Lynch. 
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highest ranking ascribed title 
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PLATE I 

Aerial view of Mauke. 

(Photo: Johnson's Studios, Rarotonga) 

PLATE 2 

Aerial v iE:.w of Oil·etumu Village showing the Cook Island Christian 

Church in the central foregrou~d and scattered dwellings. 

(Photo: Johnson's Studios, Rarotonga) 
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THE COOK ISLANDS: AREA AND POPULATION 2 1972 

I SLAND AREA (Acr es) POPULATION PERCENTAGE TOTAL -
SOUTHERN GROUP 1966 1972 1966 1972 

Rarotonga 16, 602 9,971 11 ,437 51 .80 53 .65 

Mangaia 12,828 2, 002 2,074 10.40 9 .72 

Atiu 6,654 1,327 1,455 6. 89 6~82 

Mitiar o 5, 500 293 331 1.52 1.55 

Mauke 4,546 671 763 3.48 3 .57 
Aitutaki 4 ,461 2, 579 2, 855 13 .39 13 .39 

Manuae 1,524 15 2 . 07 .009 

Takutea 302 

52,4-23 16, 859 18 , 917 87 .58 88 .74 

NORTHERN GROUP 

Penrhyn 2,432 545 612 2. 83 2. 87 

Manihiki 1,344 584 452 3.03 2.12 

Pukapuka 1,250 684 756 3 .55 3 . 54 

Rakahanga 1 , 000 323 339 1 . 67 1.59 
Palmerston 500 86 72 .44- .33 
Nassau 300 167 168 . 86 .78 
Suwarr ow 100 1 . 004-

6, 926 2,389 2,400 12 .41 11 . 25 

59,349 19' 247 21 ' 317 

Sour ces: Annual Report on Cook , Niue and Tokelau Islands , 1961 . 

Cook Island Population Census , 1966. 

Cook Islands Statistical Bulletin, Feb . 5th, 1973, Rarotonga . 
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PLATE 3 

Kimiangatau Village: Situated on the northwest coast, the village 

extends in ribbon like fashion for approximately two kilometres. 

Founded in 1904- Kimiangatau in contrast to Oiretumu lacks the 

diversity of house types found inland. Following the 1967 hurricane 

extensive use has been made of the government housing loan. Additional 

Government benevolence and communal village labour has resulted in 

the two villages having a reticulated water supply and electric power 

at night. 

(Photo: G.n.J~ Gordon) 

PLATE 4-

As an attempt to upgrade housing standards throughout the group, 

the Cook Island Government have initiated a loan scheme through 

which necessary building materials may be procured. The above 

dwellings in Kimiangatau Village are typical Housing Loan 

structures. 

(Photo: S..D-J~ Gordon) 





PLATE 5 

Diversity of housing in Areora Village. This photo represents a 

cross section of Maukean house types, ranging from the traditional 

kikau hut on the left, two variations of Tahitan stle wooden and 

burnt lime in the centre, through to the modern housing loan type 

in the background . The stakes in the foreground are the r emnants 

of an ancient house. 

(Photo: G.D. J . Gordon) 

PLATE 6 

Traditional and modern style dwellings stand side by side . The are 

on the right which is still used ia constructed of pandanas and 

hardboard ;1alls wit h a kikau roof. The newer fibr oli te structure 

replacing it is the result of a housing loan . 

(Photo: G. D. J . Gordon) 





CHAPTER ONE 

Migration Theory, Literature and Research Methodolog;y: 

Introduction 

A characteristic feature of most developing countries striving 

for economic takeoff, is a massive displacement of population from areas 

of lesser opportunity, to ones in which development is occuring at a 

more rapid rate. Backward and traditional life styles in rural areas 

are increasingly being rejected, initially by persons displaying a 

greater awareness of the opportunities and advantages in the urban 

centres. The development and improvement of communications systems 

not only facilitates increased population movement but is also to a 

large degree responsible for furnishing people in outlying areas with 

a greater perception of opportunities which exist in the outside 

world. The fortunes of those more venturesome individuals who find 

the magnetic pull of such areas too overpowering are closely watched 

by other members of the community. If conditions in the new environ

ment prove favourable then clearly defined patterns of kin oriented 

migration may ensue. Such a situation is conducive to the inception 

of chain migration . 

This general outline has great relevance to the territories 

of Island Polynesia where many of these processes have been operative 
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since the early 1950' s. From what originated as a mere trickle of 

migrants has now developed what can almost be described as a f'ull 

flood in some territories. The growing inadequacies of the atoll 

and smaller high-island ecosystems, both as suppliers of essential 

requirements and as foundations for economic and social opportunity, 

has been a major triggering ievice ~or outnigrntion. In several in

stances this problem has been further accentuated by population 

pressure on resources as a consequence of excessively high birth 

rates and declining death rates. 

In attempting to extract factors influencing decisions to 

migrate by far the most difficult variable to measure is that assoc

iated with the potential migrants perception of the opportunities 

outside his immediate environment. The levels of aspiration and 

expectation are a direct reflection of the degree of acculturation. 

Migration is selective and individuals who have had greater contact 

with the outside world through the media of education, travel or 

feedback from relatives or friends already abroad are the more 

likely to respondp~sitively to new opportunities when they arise. 

Recent research in several Polynesian territories has 

revealed significant parallels in migratory processes. Both the 

Tongan and Cook Island groups have in recent years experienced an 

acceleration of outmigration from the smaller and more remote 

islands to the main administrative and commercial centres. Such 

movements have been well documented by several writers. Studies 

in Tonga by Walsh ( 1967) and Maude ( 196 5) have highlighted that 

the growing disparities between the main island of Tongatapu, and 

the islands of the outer group has induced a significant increase 
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in internal migration. The problem has been further aggravated by 

the present land tenure system which entitles all taxpayers over the 

age of ~6 years to an 8 acre block of land known as an api. With a 

population growth rate of nearly 4 percent per annum the number of 

people entitled to api has outstripped the availability of land. As 

Wfi1sh (1967) noteB, in some areas of outlying Ha'apai, over 25 per

cent of the families are without access to land and over 50 percent 

have none registered. With the exception of Rarotonga and one or two 

of the Northern atolls, the availability of agricultural land presents 

no great problem at present in the Cook Islands. On many of the 

outer islands in the Southern Group there appears to be an over 

abundance. 

The nagnetic lure of Rarotonga as an economic, social and 

educational centre, has engendered an irresistable urge in many 

outer islanders to leave their home islands in search of greater 

opportunities. Once the initial decision to l eave has been made, 

there is littlel±kclihocd that the migrant will permanently return 

to the point of origin. This is in direct contrast to the situation 

Bedford (1971) encountered in his study of population movement with

in the New Hebrides. Rather than migration assuming a unidirectional 

form, it was clearly established that the pattern was more of a cir

culatory nature. People wishing to take advantage of the greater 

opportunities for wag e employment, education and the excitement of 

semi urban life tended to return to their home islands once these 

aspirations were satisfied. From a sample of migration histories 

it was established that out of 3,518 moves by people over 15 from 

three villages, 45'J. ultimately returned to their home villages. 
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The Cook Islands, however, unlike Tonga and the New Hebrides, 

are in the unique position of being able to extend the migratory 

sequence one stage f'urther. Having formerly been administered by and 

still retaining strong ties with New Zealand, Cook Islanders are 

granted the same rights and privileges of any national of that country 

providing initial health prerequisites are complied with. This has 

meant that increasingly New Zealand and not Rarotonga, has become 

the focus of attention for the potential migrant . The exodus of Cook 

Islanders to New Zealand since the 1950's has resulted in the terri

tory having an abnormally low rate of natural increase by Polynesian 

standards. In the post war period, at no time has the group exceeded 

an annual growth rate of 2 percent. As Ward (1961) points out , such 

a feature may not necessarily solve the problem of potential over

population but rather emigration may serve to postpone the date when 

the position will become critical . Such an assertion may have had 

relevance in 1961, but current statistics increasingly testify that 

the probability of overpopulation occurring is remote. Unless the 

New Zealand Government imposes severe restrictions on Cook Islanders 

settling in this countr-J, there is every reason to believe that the 

current trends will continue. In 1971 the figure for total excess 

departures from Rarotonga was 235. This figure increased more than 

threefold in the following year to 839, whilst the 1973 figure 

records 1311 (see Figure 4-). This data casts a shadow of gloom over 

the f'uture of the group when it is realised that such increases have 

been recorded at a time when transport bottlenecks in Rarotonga have 

supposedly been critical. With the inauguration of a twice-weekly 

D'.C .8 jet service to Neu Zealand in January 1974- these bottlenecks 
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TABLE II 
5 

NET COOK ISLAND N.AORI DEPARTURES ~.965.:13 

I 
AGE GROUP i ANNUAL T 0 T A L S 

1965 ~a) 1970 1971 1972 1973 {b) I 

0 - l+ 1 14-5 2 12 98 163 

5 - 9 1 82 21+ 12 108 172 

10 - 11+ 4-6 31+ 39 97 119 

15· - 20 180 153 81 168 353 

21 - 21+ I 155 87 59 128 252 
I 

25 -- 291 
I 

1 Ol+ 7 21 61+ 121+ 

30 - 31+ l 71 11 11+ 1+3 38 I 
35 - 391 51 11 -3 4-5 15 I 
l+O - 1+41 31+ -6 29 

I 

-1 1 I 
1+5 - 4-9 l 33 8 10 11+ 1 I I I 

50 - 51+ i 32 11 17 8 26 I 

i I 
55 - 59 1 17 3 -13 11 16 I J 

60 - 64- I 6 5 -10 11 17 ' 
J I 

65 + i 
7 1 2 15 1 l+ ! l I 

I 
I I 
l I 

TOTALS 
! 

963 356 235 839 1311 I l i 

'-- i l 

Notes and Sources 

( a) Stace, 1966. All other figures from C.I. Statistical 
Bulletins, Rarotonga. 

(b) Figures do not include departures from Aitutaki in the 
second quarter. 

( c) Minus sign denotes excess arrivals . 
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have now been removed. This now means that a potential migrant can 

leave for New Zealand the moment he has secured a fare. The reper

cussions of this factor alone will be well worthy of analysis in the 

months t o come. A fast, ef'ficient air service vvill result in f'urther 

modif'ications to the established patterns of movement ~ithin the 

general migrat~ry framework. Remittances of fare money from New 

Zealand, together with the advent of the jet ag e, will undoubtedly 

result in a change in emphasis in the r ole ~arotonga plays as a 

migrant staging post. No longer will migrants have t c stay for long 

periods on the island whilst fare money is being accumulated or a 

plane or boat ticket secured. 

The consequences of' this will be twofold . Firstly, migration 

will now be perceived by the outer islanders in terms of long range 

or a one step process and secondly, migrants will be arriving in New 

Zealand without having had the benefit of Rarotonga as a transition 

post. Despite the rec ommendation issued by the Cook Island Government 

that cuter island migrants shoul d stay a t l eas t six months in Rarotonea, 

the writer can cite numerous instances of Maukean migrants stopping 

over less than one week . 

There are still, however, many outer islanders wh o choose to 

move only a s f'ar a s Rarotonga but even amongst t his group there is 

every indication that New Zealand may someday be the ultimate 

destination" 

Ramifications of Mi gr ation 

Mi gr a tion cannot be considered merely as a simple movement 

of individuals from one a rea t o another. If the mi gr ation is of 
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significant pr oportions, characteristics of both source and destin

ation areas change . In extreme cases the vast network of elements 

making up so9ial and economic systems may be thrown into disarray. 

The greatest likelihood of this occuring tends to be on the dohor 

islands where alr eady unstable systems ar e subjected to more severe 

stress . 

Demographic char actar.istios are markedly transformed whilst 

labour supplies, agriculture and dwelling conditions are but a few 

factors which are also affected. 

Not only ar e the islands deprived of their most economically 

active and able-bodied personnel but also their best educated people 

and potential leaders . As a consequence, leadership in many outer 

island communities is being conducted by senior village members many 

of whom have had little contact with the outside world a nd who are 

devoid of any innovative prowess . In addition some of these leaders 

still cling rigidly t o traditional attitudes and methods. This 

hinders any attempts on the part of younger nembers of the comI!lunity 

to implement new ideas whi ch would ultimately lead to modernisation 

and economic growth. Although di fficult to substantiate, it seems 

certa in that until such leaders are either removed or become less 

resiliant to change and display a willingness to acknowledge the 

education and expertise of the young, the steady stream of Cook 

Island youth to New Zealand will continue. The inner frustrations 

experienced by many mapu are directly reflected in their general 

deneanor and attitude in the village cor:ununities . 

A more rieasurable effect of migration can be seen on exam

ining the present demographi c structures for donor islands . Age -



sex pyramids for all of the outer islands indicat e the 8electivity 

of mi gration (see Figure 12) . In all cases the structures are 

characterised by large dependent populations in both the upper and 

lower cohorts . In direct contrast, the middle order cohorts are 

noteworth.y for the narked absence of econoffiically active people . 

Within this group imbalances between sexes is also a featu r e . 

Social and Kin Factors 

8 

One important factor which tends t o be overlooked i s the 

repercussion of migration on kinship networks . Such considerations 

are vital, especially on the outer islands where these relationships 

are of greater significance . At present there would be very few 

Cook Island families who did not have at least one member resident 

in Rarotonga or New Zealand. The consequences of this can be both 

benef'icial and detri mental . They are beneficial in the sense that 

most migrants see it as their duty to remit money back to their 

kopu tangata , r egularly. In many cases this factor is a major sub

sidiary to the main reason for migrating . '.'Jhilst it is cornnendable 

that such financial aid can be offered, particularly to aged parent~ , 

in some instan~s the systen is being abused. Money is too often 

wast ed on unnecessary consuner items rather than essentials . More 

importantly such a reliance is placed on this incoming r evenue that 

many planters have deliberately reduced the extent of their own 

economic activities . Although difficult to quantify, it would not be 

unreasonable to hypothesise that a nU!!lber of migrants , particularly 

those raore established ones in New Zealand,have purposely severed 

relations with kin because of frequent requests for cash. I.:igrants 

spoken to in New Zealand who did express t his opinion have all been 
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in the country f'or some time. This perhaps implies that over time an 

' economic man ' emerges and f'orr:ier communal ties may assume a lesser 

role. 

The ef'f'ects of outmigration are also ref'lected on household 

and f'amily structures. Within mm.erous f'amily uni ts the departure 

of' more active members to Rarotonga and New Zealand has reached such 

proportions that many agricultural plots are now worked solely by 

old and very young people . From an agricultural survey conducted on 

Mauke it was found that over a twelve month period household levels 

of' production had f'allen considerably whilst plots containing com

mercial crops lay derelict and untended. 

The ef'f'ects of' outmigration cannot be measured purely in terms 

statistical loss. Demographic characteristics resultant f'rom areas 

affected are signif'icant but it is the social a nd economic manif'es 

tations which are the most far reaching. Attenpts by the government 

to place the individual island economies on a sounder f'ooting have 

been severely handicapped. The f'ailure of' so many outer-island 

agricultural schemes in recent years is grim testir:lony to the apathy 

that has been engendered amongst the people. With populations ex

hibiting a depleted labour force and a mapu group waiting to seize 

upon the f'irst off'er of a f'are to New Zealand, there seems little 

likelihood that the present situation will change in the f'oreseeable 

future. 

At present there is dire necessity to broaden the all too 

narrow range of' econooic activities available in the islands. For 

a large group of actively minded youngeters, f'ully aware of the 



types of recreational activities available in Rarotonga and New 

Zealand, there is little attraction on a small remote island. 

10 

Whilst the repercussions are extremely s erious for d.00.-01" 

islands, the recipient col!1I:lunities are also greatly affected. Half 

of Rarotonga's present population consists of 'outer islanders' and 

their dependents . A substantial number of these migrants are forced 

to live in sub-standard dwellings in and around the main settlement 

of Avarua. Unless the migrant is closely related to a Rarotongan 

there is little likelihood that permanent access to land will be 

gained. The retention ~f- traditional systems of land tenure results 

in an almost comp lete absence of saleable land. Under such cir

cumstances the type of dwelling may not necessarily be a true re

flection of the mi gr ant's -soc i o-econord c status. No person would 

consider putting up a permanent residence if he has no guarantee to 

the rights of the land on which it is constructed . The actual nu~ber 

of migrants falling into this category cannot be es timated with any 

degr ee of certainty although it is one f acto r which can ill affor d 

to be overlooked. The combination of sub standard housing and in 

many cases overcrowding can result in a severe health risk. This 

tends to place a considerable burden on existing health f acilities 

particularly in tines of ep idemi cs. A severe hepatitus outbreak 

in 1972 significantly affected such areas and in some cases caused 

death. Other basic ammenities such as wat er and sewerage, are 

also placed under extreme pressure in a r eas where concentrations of 

outer islanders are apparent. 

The stresses exerted on the employment sector·-are .. not 



as great as they would be were it not for the transience of many 

members of the work force. Gaps left by personnel moving to New 

Zealand are r apidly filled by new incoming nigrants . The greatest 

concern in Rarotonga is not so much a problen of unemployment a s one 

of adequately replacing trained and skilled nigrants. In most cases 

such skills have been acquired at great expense to the Cook Island 

Government and are frequently completely rej ected when new employment 

is t aken up in New Zealand. 

Over recent years there has been a growing incidence of more 

serious crimes and other social disorders in Rarotonga. The theft of 

foodstuffs in particular is becoming a grave problem and one which 

has caused many Rarotongan planters to cease growing some crops. Of 

all crops the taro is the most vulnerable. The inability of many 

outer island families to obtain even occupational land rights is 

unquestionably one reason for the increasing crime rate. 

Cook Island Migration in Terms of Theoretical Models 

Much attention has been focussed on nigration as a de!'.logr aphic 

process. Numerous attempts have been made to rormulate models which 

have widespread application but whilst these have elements of univers

ality there are al ways unique localised factors to account for when 

considering specific exa.111ples . The theoretical approach formulated 

by Harp er Lee (1970) based on Ravenstein 's Laws, has the greatest 

application to the Cook Island situation. According to his nodel the 

factors responsible for inducing migration can be categorised under 

four !!lain titl es. 
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These are :-

(a) factors associated with the area of origin 

(b) factors associated Tiith the a rea of destination 

(c) intervening obstacles 

( d) personal factors 

The first three of these can be r epresented schecatically. Lee 

maintains that in every area there are factors which result in people 

renaining ~ithin the ar ea, people being attracted to the area or 

conversely people being repelled. These push-pull factors are re

presented by plus and minus signs . In addition to these , Lee has 

inserted a third or neutral variable as a representation of those 

people t ending to be quite indifferent . Because specific factors 

tend t o evoke a different response froo various individuals, Lee 

has nade it quite clear that the calculus of plus and minuses at 

origin and destination is never exact. Similarly it is difficult to 

dra~ generalisations from the differences between origin and destin

ation because their relative i nportance lies in the individual's 

perception and evaluation of such factors. Such evaluations are 

therefore deteroined by personal sensitivities , intelligence, a nd 

av;areness of conditions else-rrhere . 

Using this conceptual frameTiork based on Ravensteins laws 

of migration, Lee presents a series of hypotheses r elating to the 

volume of nigr a tion under varying conditions , the developnent of 

strean and counterstrea.n as Tiell as the characteristics of the 

migrants themselves. 

Before endeavouring to apply the nodel to the Cook Islands 

it must be bourne in gind that the theory rras foroulated in t err;is 



13 

of population movement within and between metropolitan countries . 

Some cf the hypotheses therefore will have no relevance from the 

outset and f er this reason will be i gnored, for example the evolution 

of pronounced counterstreams . Certain unique features and peculiar

ities of Cook Island migration also necessitate minor modifications 

to the basic framerrnrk of the model. The spatial distribution of the 

Group makes it essential for any outer island mi gr ant ( with the 

possible exception of hitutakians ) to first move t o Ra r otonga a nd 

from there proceed to New Zealand. Rarotonga ' s r ole is thus dualistic 

in that for some migrants it may be the point of destination whilst 

for others it may provide a new point of origin for mi gr a tion t o 

New Zealand. To accommodate these irregularities the schematic model 

may be extended as in Figure 5. Two sets of intervening obstacles 

may now become apparent except in cases where a through fare to 

New Zeal and has been provided by the relative of an outer islander. 

L.ttention will non be focussed on the mi grati on model as it 

affects one specific outer island. The island of Mauke lies 150 

miles northeast of Rarotonga anrl, like the other outliers of the 

gr oup , has for two decades been subjected t o the r avages of de 

population . i'li dening disparities betueen ffauke and Rar ot onga, a 

greater awar eness of economic and social oppcrtunities t o be had 

and a vastly improved communications network have largely been 

responsibl e for increasing mobility in recent years . The pattern 

of migration which has ensued conforms with many of the bypotheses 

proposed by Lee . 



The first of these relates t o the voluoe of r:1igration. The 

major det erninant her e is centred a round the difficulties involved 

in suroounting obstacles. For Mau.~e unques tionably the gr eat est of 

these would be transport bottlenecks . Shipping f'rom Rarotonga for 

a l ar ge part of the year is infrequent. Only during the nonths of 

citrus harves ting do the interisland boats call ~ith any regularity . 

Until r e cently, further transport bottlenecks were apparent betueen 

~arotonga and New Zealand . The probler~ of noney f or f a res have nov. 

l ar gely been al leviated as a result of r el a tives in New Zealand or 

Ra r ot onga frequently sending renitta nce s t o the home island . 

Over tine both of these obstacles have been er oded suffi

ciently so that they a r e no l onger insurmountable . As a consequence 

once again the pat tern complies ~i th Lee ' s po:st ul a t es in that mi g

r ation t ends t o incr eas e over tine . In some instances it is possible 

that s owe f oro of c heck oay er.1er ge but with Cook Isla nder s having 

free right of entry t o New Zeal and , no ma j or fluctuations in recent 

years can be discer ned . The only possible exception t o this is that 

fros the survey conducted anongst Maukean mi grants in Cannons Creek 

it was not i ceable tha t fe~ L1i gr ants arrived in the 1960-61 period -

a tir.1e of slight econonic recession in ~ew Zeal and. ~hilst this may 

not be significant because of the snall sanpl e s ize , it may be no 

coincidence t hat Cook I sl and nigr ation t o Neu Zeal and as a whole 

dropped subs t antially over tha t period . Lee also notes that the 

extent of mi gr a tion is al so r egul at ed by the e ccnor.i c clinat e at 

the tine . 

One methodol ogi cal pr oblem ~as tha t of assess ing the Magn

itude of ni gr ation fron Mauke because of the d ifficulty in obta ining 
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accurate statistics. Movements between the island and Rarotonga are 

difficult to record as bookings on the boats are not always made and 

there is also no nethod of determining the intended length of stay 

in Rarotonga. Probleos of accounting for stowaways on inter-island 

vessels have f'urther confounded every possible system of enumeration. 

In Rarotonga the problem is further conplicated by the fact 

that on all records nigrants departing for New Zealand fall under 

the clansification of Cook Islanders. No provision is made for a 

statement which denotes the island of origin, This inadequancy gives 

rise to a nur:iber of methodological problems when a study of nigration 

such as the present one is atter:rpted. Fron the few studies which 

have been conducted on Cook Island population movements, it is 

blatently obvious that islanders identify the1~selves more by their 

island of origin rather than by the honogeneity of a national group . 

This is reflected in the residential and social patterns of nigrant 

groups both in Rarotonga and New Zealand. Research carried out by 

Douglas on migration from the island of Aituta.ki in the early 1960's 

revealed that the najority of the migrants had settled in Tokoroa, a 

trend which has continued into the 70's. Mo re recently a substantial 

number of Mangaians have also settled in this corlL!unity. In a 

similar fashion, Maukean migrants have settled in concentrations in 

both the Auckland and Wellington districts. One such concentration 

is that of Cannons Creek in Porirua East. 

One additional difficulty in deternining migration flows 

fron Mauke and other outer islands is the lack of depth in Cook Island 

census material. This severely restricts any comparative analyses . 

Although minor population counts were made from time to tir:18, it was 
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not until 1966 that a full census V7as conducted . Change s which have 

occurred bet>leen that census and the 1971 count cannot be assessed in 

ful l until all results have been computed. 

Despite these disadvantages , sufficient evidence v.as gained 

through three social surveys conducted in Mauke, Rarotonga and 

Cannons Creek to indicate that Maukaan o i gr a ticn has in fact increased 

over tine . 

Lee has also cor.u:iented that the volune and r a te of mi gration 

vary considerably in accordance V7ith the state of progress V7ithin a 

country or area. Economi c inertia within the Cook Islands has un

doubtedly contributed to an caccelert>.t'ion of outnigration in recent 

years . The uncer t ain and unpredictable political r egi me is rapidly 

becooing a contributory factor governing decisions to nigr ate . Lack 

of security in enployment because of political convictions has in 

oany cases hastened the decisions of skilled personel. 

A major section of Lee's theory is devoted to the concept 

of strean and counter stree.m. Migr ation, he states , tends to take 

place largely within well defined stroans , and that nigr ants proceed 

along V7ell defined routes to~ard highly specific destinations . This 

hypothesis correlates positively qhen considering Maukean population 

novement . The route travelled must be , of necessity, through Ra ro

tonga. The developnent of a counterstrean or a return movenent t o 

the point of origin has little applicability to Maukean nigration 

when Nerr Zealand is the ultinate destination, even though nost 

migrants initially expr ess desires to return their hone island. Of 

the few that do return, sany again leave for New Zealand after 
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short periods of time . 

The final section of Lee ' s theory rela tes to ni grant char

acteristics. Although the process i s selective , it appears that in 

the case of Mauke this selectivity becooes 11eaker over time. Within 

some households oigr ati on has reached such proporti or:sthat sofle mem

bers who under norr:ial cir cuQ.stances woul d be r eluctant to l eave their 

island do so because of strong kinship ties . Positive selectivity 

becooes apparent on examination of age - sex structures for here it 

is revealed that outnigration as sumes gr eater significance anong the 

economically active cohorts . 

Lee's sinple scheoa for migr ation provides a useful frane

work in whi ch to consider Maukean ni gr ation i rrespective of the f act 

that problens of adequate datn collection restrict analysis of some 

aspects . 

Cook Island Migration Literature 

In recent years, with the exception of a cor.u:ientary on the 

1966 Cook Island census by Curson (1 972) , there have been few con

tributions t o the literature on Cook Island population mo venent. 

The early 1960 ' s sa1< an upsur ge in research on overal l patt

e rns of ~igration and t he causatory f actors, although no atter.pts 

'17ere made to exaBine the numerous processes a t \70rk on the outer 

islands . Undoubtedly the lack of reliable statistics and the 

difficulties of access served as a de terrent to would-be r esearchers . 

Of the studies which have been nade , Hooper:·~ ( 1960) exao.

ination of mi gration i n 1960 is significant even though nost of thi s 

'17ork was directed at the Cook I sland migrant cooounity in Auckl and 
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from an anthropological viewpoint. 

Ward's (1961) work on population movements within the Cooks 

nore adequately deals with the processes and effects of outmigration 

from the smller d.oaor islands. The analyses a considerable amount 

of demog~aphic data and endeavours to relate the implications of 

changes to the future economic prosperity of the group. 

For data relating to past population trends the most author

atative work is McArthurs' . (1967). In her 1967 paper, all the 

available demographic data from the nineteenth century onward.s has 

been brought together and analysed. 

More recently Curson has added tremendously to the detailed 

research on Cook Island population. This most recent study (1972) 

analyses population change using the 1966 census as a basis. This 

material is a useful supplement to his earlier studies of Cook 

Islanders in New Zealand. 

The literature which has the greatest bearing on the present 

study is the work on migration from Aitutaki by Douglas (1965). In 

this thesis consideration is firstly given t o the island environ

ment in an attempt to establish some of the casual factors inducing 

migration. All aspects of village and island life having any in

fluence over decisions to migrate are exanined . Finally an eval

uation of the affects of mi gration on the island were outlined . 

The second part of the study is a co5prehensive coverage of 

the Aitutakian comnunity in Tokoroa in New Zealand. From this some 

valuable information pertaining to notivating factors and the pattern 

of movements are considered. The i mportance of kin ties is 
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also elaborated, not only in settlement patterns but also in con

tacts with Aitutaki. 

Research Methodology 

Having observed some of the patterns and migratory processes 

within the Cook Island group from the available literature it was 

decided to exar:line some of the oausative factors and the effects of 

migration on one outer island coI!lIDunity. The island of Mauke was 

chosen because of a land use mapping assignnent which was part of a 

Massey University Geography Department project. 

Al though the main focus of the study was to be deTiographic, 

the island community is so small that all aspects of life must be 

taken into consideration. This is particularly so when endeavouring 

to isolate factors responsible for decisions which result in people 

leaving not only Mauke but the Cook Islands. 

The main ain of the thesis therefore is to provide some in

sight into the functioning of the island coDnunity and an attempt to 

establish some of the reasons, processes and effects of migration. 

Problems relating to the magnitude of migration statistically have 

already been outlined in a previous section. Such a difficulty 

necessitated the ac"option of other research .oethods. 

Because anY fo:::·n of background material on the island was 

non-existent all the material used in this thesis (with the except

ion of some deBographic data) was compiled through questionnaire 

surveys. In total three of these were conducted; one for every 

household on Mauke; a sanple survey of Maukean migrants in Raro

tonga and thirdly a household survey of all Maukean fanilies in 
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Cannons Creek . 

The survey on Mauke was conprehensive and contained many of 

the elenents of a full census . This was personally adninistered to 

eve"I"J household head on the islanQ though in sone cases the s i tuation 

necessitated the use of an interpreter. Froc this survey an accurate 

picture of the deoographic structure of the island was revealed as 

well as a vast array of other socio- econooic data. The small nUI:Jber 

of households on the island made it possible t o thoroughly check all 

of the recorded dat a . 

Fron the names and addresses of relatives collected on Mauke, 

a sanple of migr ants in Rarotonga and New Zealand was conpiled. These 

lists wer e suppleoented by naoes f orwarded by Maukean comI!lunity 

leaders in both Rarotonga and New Zealand . Churches and other or gan

isations were also able t o assist . Aft er exhausting these sources 

a comp rehensive list of migrants in both Rarotonga and Cannons Creek 

was drawn up. Fron the Rar otongan list a r andom sample was taken and 

the saI!le questionnaire as used on Mauke was adBinistered. In Cannons 

Creek it was possible t o est ablish a t otal universe thus eliminating 

any need for randoo sampling. Here all ni gr ants over the age of 18 

were interviewed using a modified schedule. 

The main objectives in interviewing nigrants in Rarotonga 

and New Zealand were threefold . Firstly, to test the major hypo

thesis that the pattern of moveoent has n.hanged in recent years with 

the advent of reoitted f ares froo New Zealand. Secondly, that the 

increase in oigration is a direct consequence of kin contacts in New 

Zealand providing both fare money and infor nation inducing fanily 
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nembers and friends to leave Mauke . Thirdly, that the characteristics 

of migrants are now changing. Whilst the younger and better educated 

islanders still fom. the nucleus of the exodus, there is an increasing 

nunber of older and very young people leaving the island. 

Several ninor hypotheses are also postulated although any 

co!DL1ent on these may, of necessity, be more of a value judgement 

than one supported by substantive evidence. They are as follows ·-

(1) Migration has now had such a devastating effect on the 

island that a sense of apathy has developed anongst the 

residual population. The older menbers of the coI!llllunity 

nonchalantly pursue subsistence existence or await handouts 

fron kin in New Zealand. The napu refuse to do anything 

except eagerly await the day then can raigrate. 

(2) The increasing encroachnent of politics into everyday life 

is adding f'uel to an already blazing migratory situation. 

Discrimination and victimisation are new reas ons for 

outmigration . 

(3) An increasing reliance on monetary handouts fron kin in 

New Zealand has resulted in the severing of ties; partic 

ularly with nigrants of longer standing in New Zealand. 

The consequences of depopulation on the scale at present 

experienced by Mauke are by no Beans heartening. Already the failure 

of a succession of Cook Island governnent-instigated development 

projects on the island is indicative of present attitudes and aspir

ations . However, although current trends nay cast a shadow of doubt 

over the island's future, there is every reason t o believe that with 
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the right sort of development (rather than the present ad hoc variety) 

migration 'iv'ill slo'iv' down. Many migrants spoken to in Ne'iv' Zealand 

and Rarotonga confirmed that they would return to the island to

morrow if jobs and prices from agricultural crops could be guar

anteed. Perhaps it was no coincidence that a week after the 'iv'riter 

addressed ani showed slides of Mauke to over one hundred islanders; 

ten Maukean people departed for their home island. 
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CHAPI'ER TWO 

The Migration Process 

Since the first departure of Maukean migrants for New 

Zealand in the 1950's,the process has gained in momentun and the 

characteristics have undergone considerable change . The route by 

which migrants must travel has remained unaltered with Rarotonga 

being the focal point for all movement because of its links with the 

outside world. The role which this island plays, both as a recipient 

of it~nerant outer-islanders and as a transit station for travellers 

to New Zealand, is a vital one. It is at this midway point that the 

greatest changes in patterns of migration are discernible . Changing 

aspirations and a growing awareness of the world beyond the Cook 

Islands have largely been responsible for transforming Rarotonga's 

£'unction from one of destination to that of a brief stopover point 

for migrants en route to New Zealand. There has also been a change 

in the type of person migrating over the last tlvo decades. Gone is 

the need for the trailblazers and those migrants with a pioneering 

zeal .f. c:ir the paths tc:i New Zealand have now been well trodden. Vli th 

kin members already established in New Zealand prepared to finance 

fares and the greatly improved communications systems, fo:nner ob

stacles have been removed. As a result, all that is needed in many 

cases on the part of the individual, is a positive decision to mi grate . 

This chapter will attempt to trace and analyse some of the 

patterns of movement and characteristics of migrant communities and 

their changes through time. 

The lack of any official pre-corded data on migration 
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necessitated an almost total dependence on naterial extracted from 

the questionnaire surveys described in Chapter One. (see also 

Appendices D,E i::>ud £) • .Although the absolute numbers interviewed in 

Rarotonga and Cannons Creek were small, it would be reasonable to 

infer that the observations have applicability to all Maukean mig-

r ants. Only in Rarotonga was it necessary to conduct a random sample. 

From a list which was compiled of all known Maukeans on the island a 

4-o% sample was selected. The nature of the migrant community in 

Porirua East (Cannons Creek) made it possible to avoid random 

sampling thus enabling interviews to be conducted with all migrants 

over the age of 18. 

Patterns of Movement 

During the two decades in which Mauk e has been subjected to 

an inc~easing outflow of population several distinct phases of move-

ment have been apparent. The first significant exodus occurred 

betvl'een the years 194-7 and 1956 when many male worke rs from the 

Southern Cook Group (Fig .1) were contracted to ~o rk on the extraction 

of phosphate deposits on Makatea Island in French Polynesia. 

In 194-8, a recorded peak of sixty Maukean labourers were 

reported as beinG absent from the island. This total progressively 

declined until the contract was terminated in 1 956 as a result of 

increasing unemployment in the Society Islands. Comparative figures 

of workers involved from each island for the contract period are 

noted in Table IIIo Rather than return to their former subsistence 

way of life, many workers sought substitute employment initially in 

Rarotonga , and then later in New Zealand. With an increasing involve-

ment in the money economy and the inability of Mauke to satisfy 
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TABLE III 

COOK ISLANDERS AT Nf...AKATEA ISLAND 

---~----------·-·--------·-----·-·---·---- ·-------~ ------- -------------·--- -H·~-··----- -1 

' . l 
Rarotonga Mangaia Mauke Mitiaro Atiu Total ! 

---- - - - - -------·-------------·---------··-----------1 
I 1947 No figures cited in the report although mention made . ' 

1948 202 65 60 25 352 

11949 157 81 52 25 30 345 

1950 114 80 52 14 49 309 

1951 91 40 15 l+O 186 

1952 88 63 36 12 l+O 239
1 

1953 No details supplied 

1954 No details supplied 

1955 No details supplied 

1956 Recruitment in the Cook Islands ceased at this date 

because of unemployment in the Society Islands . 
----

Notes : 
1 

-- Ocean and Nauru Islands resumed production 

Source : Appendices House Representatives A-3 . 



newly acquired aspirations, I!lal'\Y found a return to the island to 

be intolerable . 

TABLE IY 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN YEAR OF ARRIVAL 

IN N. Z. AND CONTRACT J.JIBOUR ON MAKATEA ISLAND 

Year of Arrival 

~ PORIRUA 

I 
I 

I 
Worked at 
Maka tea 

MIGRANTS 

Never N.A. 

26 

I 

~~~+-~~~~~~-+--~~~~~--+-

1945 - 50 

1950 - 55 1 - -
1955 - 60 6 1 3 

1960 - 65 5 2 8 

1965 - 69 2 6 

1970 1 2 

1 0 

1 1 

1971 

1972 

1973 ···-·· . ---------1 - -----+------! 
TOTAL , 12 I 

2 2 

10 27 

22 50 -- - -----
I Percentage 
'·---·------- ----- -

27 

1974 Survey 

TV1enty seven percent of the Maukeans interviewed in Cannons Creek 

were found t o have V1orked on Makatea Island at some stage during 

the contract period. An examination of Table V indicates that mig-

rants in this category were among the first Maukeans t o settle in 

the area, all arriving prior to 1965 . One respondent pointed out 

that this group were the first Cook Islanders to settle in both the 



27 

Wellington and Porirua East areas. Al though the :figures recorded in 

the above Table rapresent only one Maukean community.1 it can reason

ably be in:ferred that ex-Makatea workers played a major role in 

spearheading the increasing flow o:f migrants to other communities 

as well. 

Characteristics of the Early Migrants 

A large proportion of the first arrivals Vv'ere single males . 

Most Vv'ere lacking in education and possessed only those skills ac

quired '1hilst mining . During their stay in Rarotonga the majority took 

on labouring jobs until enough money was saved to secure a passage to 

New Zealand. The relatively small number of Cook Islanders in New 

Zealand in the 1950's meant that only in rare cases could money be 

advanced for fares from migrant kin. Two migrants in Cannons Creek 

who remained for only a short duration in Rarotonga worked thair 

passage across on a sailing sloop. On arrival in New Zealand mi

grants without already established k:i_n or friends sought accommodation 

in boarding houses. All respondents indicated that few problems wer€ 

encountered in acquiring an initial l abouring job. Similarly, it was 

also acknowledged that from the time that employment was arranged , 

money vras remitted back to family members in Mauke. Al though it is 

difficult to grcc.ge the magnitude of such transaction:=-, the increasing 

number of arrivals at the end o:f the decade meant that mo re :families 

in Mauke were receiving financial assistance. As wives and other 

relatives joined the growing migr~nt communities in New Zealand they 

were absorbed into the households of already established relatives. 

Employment was s ometimes prearrar.ged for the new arrivals and often, 

as a consequence, thare evolved a pattern in which groups from the 



same source area were working together. This characteristic to a 

lesser degree has carried through to the 1970's. 
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With the gradual consolidation of these first arrivals , the 

foundations were laid for what was later to become a chain migration . 

The Pattern of Migration in the 1960's 

A change in the pattern and characteristics of migration 

occurred in the 1960 1 s. In the early part of the decade, migration 

to New Zealand was still largely nelective with migrants fitting into 

an e~sily definable age group , tending to be single and to travel as 

individuals with specific purposes in mind. Although sufficient 

money could be r a ised in Rarotonga for a cheap passage to New Zealand 

or a relative might be able to afford to remit enough money for one 

fare, a family was seldom able to migrate as a unit. Apart from the 

problem of obtaining money for fares, there were additional factors 

which made migration to New Zealand on an individual, rather than 

family, basis, preferable" Paramount among these was the question 

of lands and who would tend them. 

Even in families in which migration has taken a heavy toll, 

there was fotmd to be at least one member rel!laining on Mauke to 

safeguard family titles. Many migrants did not intend to reside 

permanently in New Zealand but rather migrated with an express 

desire to earn enough capital for a particular project usually the 

purchase of building materials for a house. 

To many the new way of life in New Zealand contained an 

eA""Pensive fascination with the result that the target and riches 

expected, were not quite so forthcoming. Several migrants who met 
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their targets returned to Mauke and built modern dwellings for their 

families. Of those in this category, it was observed from the survey 

on Mauke , that only three had decided to stay on the island perman

ently . Others found that after New Zealand, life in Mauke did not 

come up to expectation and so they returned leaving deserted modern 

dwellings as a legacy (see Plate 15). 

The Magnitude of Migration in the 1960's 

The greatest outflow of migrants from Mauke was recorded 

between 1960-1965 (see Fig.10). During the intercensal period 

1961-66, the island lost 114 people, r epr esenting a 14.52% decrease 

(see Appendix I). The majority of the migrants were from Kimangatau 

Vill~ge which suffered a net loss of 80 people or a decrease of 

19.8~. Of this net total 57 were males . This unprecendented 

twentieth century decrease in population was probably closely corr

elated with the island group becoming independent in 1965. Self 

Governnent made Rarotonga a lure because of the promise and hopes 

of greater employment opportunities. The 1966 census states that 324 

Maukean people were on Rarotonga at tha time of enumeration. Not 

all of the migrants viewed Rarotonga as their ultinate destination 

for the survey data from Cannons Creek indicates that during the 

period Maukean population in this area swelled significantly. It 

is noteworthy that of the 15 migrants who arrived in Cannons Creek 

at t his tine, eleven stayed in Rarotonga less than six months (see 

Table V and VI). Of these, 8 stayed less than two months. It can 

therefore be inferred that a large proportion, if not all , of the 

fares for these migrants were prepaid from New Zealand. On the 

same basis it apP3ars that Rarot onga was increasingly assuming 
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TABLE V 

fil:LATIONSHIP BETWEEN YEAR OF DEPARTURE FROM MAUKE AND 

ARR.IV AL IN NEW ZEJIL.AND 

YEAR OF i 
ARRIVAL IN !p YE AR 0 F _ DE PAT URE FR 0 M

1 
MAU KE 

NEVl ZEALAND 1 50 )1950-55 : 1955-60 !1960-.§.2_11965-7o j1971 ! 1972 \ 19731TOTAL 

I 1 I I ! l I I I l l ! I I i I 

~94-5 __ ~ 1950 _ _:j__ - ! - ! - L - I - i - I - ---·-· 
~ · i I : •I! I 

~?50 _ - -~- 95~ _. ~- __ . _ _ :__ ! ~- I - .J __ --t - I - -t-=-+-1 : -+-- 1 I ! I 

' ' I I ' I I l 6 6 i I I ' l 
~.9 _o . ~ - -~ -? .) . __ 1_:+--- __ :_+----·-~ _ 12 !! - I - j -

1 
-

1 
15 

196·:;~~9~ -~1 --- ~ +- ~- 1---~--r- : -~ ~ +~ i :++J 
I -- -1 ~;; --- -~T _ 1 -t----r--~TT:-r-.:-- i---~-t 
I . . . . . ----+.-·-· ---- -1---·- --·-,-----+--- j I I 1----1 
1-~~--t-+~1--~-- ~-f-- ~ 1~-t-~-t-~+- ~ -I 
I TOTAL !,· 2 I 2 13 1 5 6 1 I 1 1

1 3 I 4-3 i 
. I j I 

·- ~~~~~~-'--~~--'-~~~~~~~~~~~~~---~~~~ 

Data based on sample 
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TABLE VI 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN rnR OF DEPARTURE FROM MAURE 

.AND DURATION IN RAROTONGA 

YEAR OF DEPARTURE FROM MAUKEl 
DURATION IN Pre 1 I · I I l 
RfiROTONGA 195o i1950-55 1955-60 1960-65 ·1965-70 1971 1972 1973 TOTAI 
Less than ' 

On e month - i 1 4 ._2_ 2 - 1 2 15 -
1-2 Months - - - 3 1 - - - 4 

3-6 Months - - 5 3 
6 Months -

1 - - - 9 .J 

One Year - - - 1 - - - - 1 . 
One -
Two Yea rs 1 - - - - I 

1 - - 2 
Three - l 

5 I Five Years - 1 - 2 2 - - -
Five - I 

-j 

Ten Yea rs - - I 1 I 1 - - - - 2 ~ Ten I ! ! t 

I 
Years Plus ' 1 ! - ? 3 ! - - - - I - 4 ' 1 .. 

''Data b a s ed on sample" 
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a greater importance as a transit station . 

The Role of Rarotonga in Migratioq Processes 

Although there is a paucity of data relating to Maukean 

population movement prior to 1966 , it seems certain that Rarotonga 

was regarded as the ultimate destination . Some ~igrants may have 

had their eyes focussed on New Zealand but before any definite action 

could be taken money had to be raised for a fare . This was undoubtedly 

one r eason why workers from Makatea Island were amongst the first 

migrants to New Zealand . 

The lack of economic opportunities on Mauke necessitated 

firstly a movement to Rarotonga where cash labouring jobs were more 

abundant . In many cases, after a few years elapsed, sufficient money 

and knowledge were accummulated t o fulfil new aspirations by mig

rating t o the perceived 'El Dorado' of New Zealand. The time which 

passed between the date of arrival in Rarotonga and that of depart

ure to New Zealand varied considerably in accordance with individual 

circumstances . Usually one one or two members of a household would 

make the trip . Once employment was found in New Zealand, money nas 

remitted back to other kin members either in Rarotonga or on Mauke . 

Kin members who are firmly established in Rarotonga and who show no 

immediate desires to embark on the sec ond mi gr a t ory step to New 

Zealand are also responsible for remitting money back to Mauke 

(see Table VII). 

Motivating Factors 

Of the vast array of reasons stated for l eaving Mauke and 

Rarotonga, the key underlying factor in most cases lies to s ome 
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T.ABLE VII 

REMITTANCES FROM RAROTONGA 

I .AMOUNT , 
FREQUENCY i REMITTED I RECIPIENT PURPOSE l 
---'"-----~-l-~~----;1-~~~· , \ I j 

i No. j % ,: $ to· .I ~o. '~, % i Rous- :No. ; % 1 
1
_M_o_n_t_hl_Y_,_ .... 2_i --..5-r 0-10 ! 6 16 I Pa r ent ' 14 _ 37 l ing l -1 - l 

l I 1 1 Son · ; Educ~; I 
3 Monthly! ~~ -25_l9 Dau ~~ 2 ~sm ' 1 ---i-

i 
1 

j A ~! ~ . I Brother~! ~ QI :~;ding 1 
6 Monthlyll. --±.+-10 26-50 '. 3 8 Siste r j_It· 1 8 child · - -

I Uncl e7 j I Gen. i 
1 ~A~n_n_u_a_l_.1Y..._11-- --1-1 --!-_....51_ -_1_0_0_..-4-+_1_0_,,.-li""",.u_n_t_-1-..1...+....1..i Exps. i 10 2 
; On I ·1 Girl- I I I, 

: ~equest ' 9 • 24 101-200 - , fri end I 1 1 2 1 Gift 7 18 
I I Gra nd- I Cere- · 

l_N_ev_e_r __ ._2_1.._f _..5_6 __ 2_00+_....__.;..i _ 4-'--!
1

.,_1_0_,_! ..,P_a_r_e n_ t_s-i - ! - j mony I 
I r I ' I Non I ! I Non I 

! ____ _ _ '-~·-· .! None 1 10 : 27 i Applic. l 1.1 -~ 29 · Applic . : 

1 I 2 

7 . 1 8_ 

Tot al Universe 37 

~ " vata b a s ed on s ample 

Materia l t o be read a s 4 separate f a ctors. 

There is n o c r oss-tab ul a tion. 
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degree in economic motives (see Table VIII). From the three surveys , 

it is clearly indica ted that the lack of economic opportunity on Mauke 

leaves those with growing aspirations and desires little alternative 

but to leave the island. 

As the patterns of movement have changed over time, so also 

have some of the motives for departing . Currently, because of the 

large numbers of kin members in Rarotonga and New Zealand, oany 

individuals a r e prompted to migrate simply because of strong blood 

ties and a sense of loss . This i s reflected particularly in the case 

of older dependents no~ making the trip . Of the migrants spoken to 

in this category most stat ed emphatically that they detested leaving 

their honeland but felt they had to see their children before passing 

on. Strong cohesion within the family unit (kopu t angat a) is also 

re:f'lected in the nunber of parents who migrated t o Rarotonga through

out the 1960 1 s t o accompany chil dren attending Ter eora College . The 

family living in the dwelling depicted in Pla te 7 is an example of 

this. Many migrants of this type have ccntinued on to New Zealand 

after the education of their children has been completed. The 

children themselves are frequently first to leave as a r esult of lack 

of jobs both on Mauke and in Rarotonga . 

CoI!lrrlunicaticna- as a Factor in Migration 

Internal Shipping 

The scattered nature of the island group has not only hi nder ed 

economi c deve1opEJ.ent but has also been resp0nsible for a serious trans

port problem. In October 1972, there were three inter-island cargo 

ships which visited all the islands of the group . The service offered 



PLATE 7 

A Maukean migrant home at Atupa, Rarotonga. The house,(~) con

structed out of hardboard and kikau was built by the household head 

for his family on land loaned by a friend. The whole family moved 

to Rarotonga in 1964 when the first of the dependents started High 

School. At the time of the field survey the dwelling had ten 

occupants. The household head intends to return to Mauke once the 

children's education is complete. 

(Photo: G.D.J. Gordon) 

PLATE 8 

Maukean migrant homes close to central Avarua. Several families 

occupy these dwellings which vary in construction between hard

board, fibrolite and iron. 

(Photo: G.D.J. Gordon) 
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TABLE VIII 

RELATIONSHIP BEI'ViEEN YEAR OF DEP AR'rURE FROM MAUKE 

AND REASONS FOR MIGRATING 

i YEAR OF DEPARTURE FROM MA UKE 

I 
I I ' 

REASONS FOR Pre . ' I 
LEAVING MAUKE 1950 11950-55 1955-60 119)0-65 

! ! i 
1 . I 

1965-70 11971 : 1972 1973 1TOTAL 

Join Spouse 1 1 3 i I I 3 - - I - j 8 

.... P_r_ep._a_i_·d_F_a_re __ -_..._! __ -____ -____ -________ t - I - 1 -
Economic - I 2 ! 4 3 2 - 1 

- ' 1 1 12 

New Lif'e i : - 1· I I ! 1 - I 2 , - - - - J 2 

Termination : I, 1 1, - I - !. I r 
of' Ma .Contct. 1 - - - 1 - I 
--~-----~------~----~--~~~--~~---~---~--+--....--·t----1 .Financ e I ! I 
!House - 1 - 1 1 1 4 - : - - - ! 5 

2 

I ! - I I I I ! 
,_J_o_in.........,,K~i_n _____ ,.__- __ ~1~~---•~--2~--~-1~~~~--~l, ~1--;~-1~i>---~-~;1l~6-~ 

!Trip - : - I 1 - ~ - : - ; - I 1 

1111

!_E_du_ c __ a_t_i __ o_n __ i---

2 

·---1-1---- ..... !-----3--~-~-~~----+-j - --:...J ... 1 _ 1--+----7 _ _ 

2 ! 1 3 ! 1 5 ! 6 l 1 i 1 ! 3 43 : 

Data b a s ed on sample 
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was unreliable and encumbered with money problems both :for the boat 

owners and users. The seasonal nature o:f most island crops makes it 

difficult t o pick up perishable items at the critical time. Although 

Mauke has not been a s adversely a:ffected by this as some of the other 

outer islands, the probleI!l has contributed toHards a growing apathy 

as far as commercial growing i s concerned. Difficulties associated 

with the l ack o:f adequate harbours also makes the maintenance o:f a 

regular shipping service di:f:ficult in bad weather. Attempts were 

being made to inprove conditions at the main landing (Taunganui) on 

Mauke ·whilst the writer was on the island . Although the Maukean 

people displayed a great willingness to help in the operation, the 

l ack o:f expertise and equipment was a maj or drawback (see Plates 9 

and 1 o). 

These :factors have culninated in a situation in which it is 

no longer pro:fitable for ship owners to visit some islands because 

of the l ow t onnage of cargo :for the return passageo Towards the end 

o:f 1972, the shipping operato~s in Rarotonga had the newly acquired 

vessel Manutea up :for s ale. Such problems have, in many cases, led 

to a sense o:f :frustration, particularly in groll'ers wh,o ,have su:f:fered 

crop losses. Such a situation provides a contributory :factor which 

may ultimately result in a decision to migrate. 

The cl ose proxi mity o:f Mauke t o Rar ot onga (150 miles) places 

it in the :fortunate pos ition o:f r eceiving mo re visits than its econ

omic output warrants. With the except ion o:f the citrus off season, 

(October - January), the island receives a b oat on an avera6e of 

once a month. Individuals wishing t o mi gr ate are there:fore not con

:fronted with an insurmountable problem as :far as travelling t o Rar o

t onga is concerned. No cabinr are necessar y for nearly all 



PLATE 9 

The inter-island vessel, Manuvai lies anchored opposite the main 

landing at Taunganui. Callin-'g at the island on an average of once 

a month makes boat day an important one for the islands' inhabitants. 

The lack of an adequate natural harbour makes unloading of supplies 

precarious in adverse weather. If seas become too rough here un

loading takes place at Angataura landing on the other side of the 

island. 

(Photo: t;.D.J. Gordon) 

PLATE 10 

In an endeavour to improve reefing conditions at Tauanganu a Public 

Works Department team was sent in 1972 from Rarotonga to blast a 

deep channel through the coral. The absence of any heavy mechanical 

equipment resulted in .a communal work programme being initiated by 

the islanders themselves to clear debris. 

(Photo: G.D!J. Gord.on) 
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External Shipping 

Prior to 1960, shipping links with New Zealand were inf'req

uent and undependable. The Union Steanship Company ran a monthly 

mail boat between rrew Zealand North America making a stopover at 

Rarotonga each way. On the return voyage , fruit was taken on as cargo 

if space permitted. Frequently either as a result of poor stowage or 

the inability to take on a full cargo, fruit rotted in the holds or 

on the Rarotonga wharf. 

Few provisions were made for passengers on these early 

vessels thus restricting travel to New Zealand. 

The Nev; Zealand Government purchase of the Moana Roa in 1960 

greatly improved the situation and enabled 40 passengers to return 

t o New Zealand each voyage . Throughout the 1960's Moana Roa averaged 

approximately ten trips a year. The periodic vis its of cruise ships 

such as the Northern Star, Mariposa and Monteray, have also facilitated 

easy access to New Zealand for the Islanders. 

Air TransJ2.crt 

A neVI' international jet a irport was completed in 1 973 on the 

island of Rarotonga . The airport it r eplaced "v7e.s an unsealed strip 

built in 1 944 by the New Zealand Public v:orks Department . Regular 

air services to Rarotonga commenced the f ollowing year with a f ort

nightly National Airways Corporation Dakota service. Ta sman Empire 

Air Lines later opened a monthly island service which became known 

as the Coral Route using Solent sea planes. In 1952, the n .A. C. 

services ceased and the monthly Solent flight became fortnightly 
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until it too closed doffil in 1960. No regular service was operative 

until 1963 when Polynesian Airfiays Ltd. flew regular flights from 

Apia in Western Sanoa. Finally in 1966, this too had to cease as 

a result of international restrictions placed on the use of SI:lall 

passenger aircraft flying long distance flights. Towards the end 

of the 1960! s Polynesian Airways Ltd. began operating a weekly 

flight between i'i.andi and Rarotonga using Hawker Sidley aircraft. 

At present, with the advent of the jet age , Air New Zealand maintains 

a twice weekly D.C.8 service direct between Auckland and Rarotonga. 

IBprovements in air transport from the mid 1960' s have had 

a profound effect on migration. The earlier services were not only 

irregular but could only carry a small number of passengers. V!i th 

the adve:it of services offered by Polynesian Airways Ltd., more 

migrants looked towards air travel as a means of transport to New 

Zealand. Periodically Royal New Zealand Air Force transport planes 

'.-isited. Rarotonga on calibration fli ghts and on the return trip 

we:..~o able t o transport a great number of migrants. 

The new service operated by Air New Zealand will rapidly 

o.issipate all previous transport bottlenecks out of the Cook Islandso 

The inevitable question is to what extent will it result in a f'ur

ther <'~~-'.:flp:;:~. ::::, J.: · ' _ on· in the rate of r:iigration fron Rarotonga. !,s 

:f 'e,r as Mauke is concerned, it may have grave repercussions especially 

i'.l view of the fact that the island has been promised a feeder 

airstrip by the government. 
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Characteristics of the Migr ant Communities 

Rar otonga 

The largest concentrations of Maukean migrants in Rarotonga 

were found t o be in the villages flanking the main centre of Avarua . 

Of these, the T -lkuvaine and Parekura areas recorded the highest 

densities in 1966 with a total of 92 migr ants . 

TABLE IX 

LOCATION OF MAUKEA.N MIGRJJfrS IN 

RhROTONGA 1 966 

- I I 

Village of Present Residence M I F TOT 

Pue - Matavera 5 5 . 10 

Tunana - Maraerenga 13 24 37 

'T'akuvaine - Parekura 55 37 92 

Tutakimoa - Teotue 12 22 34 

Avatiu - Ruaton~a 25 24 49 

Nikao 7 13 20 

Aro rang:'.. 10 8 18 

Ti tikave."'<a 12 11 23 

Ngatangiic:. - Muri 7 5 12 

Matavera 12 15 27 

TOTAL I 
I 158 I 114 I 322 

I 

Source: Cook Island Census 1966 
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Unf'ortunate]y sioilar figures froo the 1971 census were un-

obtainable at the tine of writing. Ho~ever, it Bay be postulated 

tha t the number of Maukeans in Rarotonga would at least be constant 

if not slightly in excess of the above nunbers . The 13 .7% incr ease 

in Maukean population between 1961 and 1966 Tii ght be taken t o in

dicate that ni gr ation declined t o some degree during this period. 

Equally as likely, however, is an increase in fertility r esulting 

in a higher birth rate on the island. 

A l ar ge proportion of mi gr ants interviewed in Rarot onga had 

been on the island in excess of five years and had jobs which were 

not only well paid by Cook Islands standards but also provided sooe 

degree of securi ty. School teaching proved t o be a particularly 

f avoured occupation amongst Maukeans and constituted 3~ of the 

sample population. Health, adr.linistration and public works were 

other occupational spher es in whi ch a large number of Maukeans 11ere 

f ound. A nunber of these migr ants had managed , either through 

marri age or by some other means , t o acquire access t o land in Raro 

t onga and were thus able to build pen:ianent dwellings . This f act or 

alone has no doubt el iminated the necessity of travelling on to 

New Zealand in many i nstances . Nearly all of this gr oup live outside 

Avarua . 

It is largely the r.i gr ants living i n over cr owded tempor ar y 

dwellings in and ar ound Avarua that display the greatest propensity 

t o continue t o New Zeal and . In many cases they a r e living on sites 

t o which only occupati onal rights have been g ranted and hence there 

is a r eluctance t o build structures of a lasting natur e . Many 

dwellings made only of hardboard and iron can be s een, completely 



PLATE 11 

The Polynesian Centre in Cannons Creek. Many migrant clubs and 

groups f r equently meet here for social and cultural gatherings . 

(Photo: ~.D.J. Gordon) 

PLATE 12 

Many of the Maukean mi grants in Cannons Creek now r eside i n State 

housing units like the one in the central foregr ound. All of the 

houses visited by the wri t er were immaculately kept inside and 

the decor was similar to that f ound on Mauke. 

(Phot o: .G ... 'D • ."J .• Gordon) 
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devoid of adequate sanitary facilit.ies. This, c.oupled in several 

instances, with overcrowding, is a constant probleri. The reduced 

n1.l.I!lber of l abouring jobs available since the completion of the air

port runway has severely affected the economics of many households. 

The alternatives available are t o either to return to Mauke and work 

their l ands or else to persuade a r el ative in New Zealand to remit 

noney for a f are. 

The demographic structure of the Maukean coru::i.unity in Raro

tonga in 1966 highlights the selectivity of migration (see Fig.8). 

The narrow base is made up predominently of Maukean born dependents . 

The cohorts representing the greatest nunber of migrants are the 

10 - 14- and the 15 - 19 years of age respectively. The l ar ge numbers 

in these groups may be attributed to the student population at 

Tereora College and other youths on training schemes . Throughout 

the middle order cohorts, males tend to predominate. There is, 

however, a heavy we i ghting of femal es in the upp er dependent cohorts. 

Cannons Creek 

Maukean ni gr ants were ariong the first people to move into 

this area of Porirua East. Several of thes e indicated tha t they had 

initially settled in Wellingt on itsPlf, but had noved out to Cannons 

Creek on doctors advice because of chest ailments. All of the 

mi gr ant f~milies interviewed occupy state houses or apartments loc

ated in close proxinity t o the central shopping ar eas and Polynesian 

Centre (see Plates 11 and 12). This centre, which nas only recently 

constructed, is ava ilable for the use of any gr oup in the area for a 

variety of activities . Consequently, it is already bec oming an 
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TABLE X 

SEX RATIOS FOR :MAUKEANS IN RAROTONGA 

AND CANNONS CREEK 

RAROTONGA: 1966 CANNONS CREEK: 1974 

0 - 4 

5 - 9 

10 - 14 

15 - 19 

20 - 24 

25 - 29 

30 - 34 

35 - 39 

40 - 44-

45 - 49 

50 - 54-

55 - 59 

60 - 64 

65 + 

100 

171 .4 

92 .5 

85 . 2 

61 . 5 

102 . 8 

233 .3 

140. 0 

100 

80. 0 

166 . 6 

66 . 6 

4-0. 0 

Without Depender.ts 

40.0 

100 

83.3 

100 

75. 0 

40 .0 

200 

33.3 

50 

100 

Sources : 

Cook Island Population Census, 1966 . 

1974 Figures from survey data. 

With dependents 

36 .7 

54-. 5 

100 

83 .3 

83 . 3 

100 

75 . 0 

60.0 

200 
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50 
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fig.9 MAUKEAN MIGRANTS 1974 
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integral part of the coDDunity f acilities . The Maukean Club a nd 

other Cook Isla nd groups frequently use the centre for dance re

hearsals , meetings and other social f'unctions . The writer was 

invited t o speak and show slides of ~.'lauke t o an audience in excess 

of one hundr ed people in the centre . 

The population structure of the Cannons Creek coonunity does 

not on first i opression convey a typical mi gr ant structure (see 

Fig . 9b) . This i s the result of a l a r ge number of New Zeal and born 

Maukeans (particularly fenales) comprising a l ar ge percentage of the 

t ot al at the ba s e of the structure . In an a ttempt t o r eoove this 

distortion a s econd pyramid was drawn up including only those 

Maukeans in each househol d who had ni gr at edl froo the Cook Isla nds 

(see Fig . 9a) . The result is a more typical mi gr ant pyramid with a n 

al oost t ot al absence of dependents in the 0 - 9 years of age cohorts . 

As would be exp ected, the naj ority of the population are in the 

oiddle cohorts al thoughnoti.Oeable i mbal ances between sexes occur 

infrequently . 

The r ange of eI!lployment type f or 11/iaukean oi gr ants is extremely 

lio ited . Of all those actively employed, only t wo were in non-lab our

ing j obs . The oost common employers of oales ar e the nea t works , the 

ca r asseBbly plants in the Hutt Valley, and the r ailvvays. The woEien 

tended t o be employed either in shoe or hosiery f actories. One 

feature which does emerge frori the anal ysis of occupations is tha t 

there is a t endency f or gr oups of n i gr ants t o be eoployed in the sane 

plant . This again reflec ts back t o kin f actors f or not only is ooney 

renitted back t o }fauke t o bring a relative out t o New Zeal and, but 

als o on a rrival in many cases a j ob ha s been arranged . Cook 
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Islander s , in c or.inon wit h oost Polynesi ans, prefer to wor k corununal ly, 

r ather than in isolation . In no case was it f ound t hat a L!igrant 

pursued the occupation he was f orr::terly engaged in irrespective of 

the acquired skills. 

Whilst ouch valuable oat erial r elating t o oi gr ating patterns 

of movement and char act eristics has been extract ed from the f oroal 

interview schedules, it i s conceivable that other pertinent dat a may 

have been overlooked. For this reas on three personal mi gr a t ion 

studies will be included . Through careful selecti on it is hoped 

tha t th~s-e will provide a t yp i cal cr oss- section of oi grant histories 

and also i llustra te some of the processes a nd f ac t ors involved. 

Case Study A 

Case study A is a r ecent male arrival in New Zeal and. Aged 

26 , he i s a :fully tra ined Cook Island prinary teacher a r.d was pra ct

ising this occupation on Mauke dur ing the writers stay. As all of 

his f amily were r es i dent in New Zeal and he was also r esponsible f or 

ca r e of the f anily l ands . In addition t o his school t eaching he was 

able t o successfully produce a significant anount of starch (pia ) 

from t he arrowr oot grown on his l a nds . A large proportion of t h i s 

was nailed t o h is f ao.ily in Cannons Cr eek . He had a genuine inter est 

in the islands affai r s and was a r:ienber of hi s village connittee . 

It was i n this sphere tha t he felt r estricted f or, like so oany 

other young l eaders , he ~as regarded as bein;~ t oo young t o be t eken 

seriously by ol der conrrunity leaders . 

In Oct ober 1972 he left Mauke and after a fo rtnight in 

Rar ot onga flew t o New Zeal and . This f ar e was financed partly 
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through his own savings whilst the balance was nade up by renittances 

from his brother. He intends to pay this money back . 

The nain no tives for mi grating fall into twc categories . 

Firstly he wanted t o see his girlfriend (whom he hopes t o marry) 

and his fanily. Secondly, he believes that Mauke has a great future 

a s a provider of agricultur al crops and he therefore hopes t o acquire 

some expertise and machinery to take back to Hauke . 

On arrival in NeTI Zealand he ionediately r ejoined his 

fanily in Cannons Creek . A j ob was arr anged for him at the freezing 

works by his brother- in- law. When the works closed down he was 

employed by the r ailways department as a clerk and currently, still 

holds this position. fl. t present he remits ~20 per r:J.onth back to 

Mauke t o pay the caretaker for naintenance of his house and for 

tending his livest ock. He has also offered t o pay the fare of any 

relative who wishes to cone t o Hew Zealand. 

After aloost one year in New Zealand he is now beginning to 

have mixed feelings about returning t o Mauke pemanently. The way 

of life here in New Zealand increasingly has more appeal t o hiB 

and when last spoken t o he had made no definite plans to return. 

Case Study B 

The second case study i s a 27 yea r c·ld TI OI'.lan who cones frcn 

a faoily of six. In 1972 she worked as a nurse in the :Mauke hospital 

earning r oughly ~600 a year. She had seven years prinary education 

at the Mauke School a nd speaks r easonably fluent ~nglish. Apart 

from a three nonth stay in Rarotonga in 1969 on account of illness, 

Mauke has been her home all her life . Her brothers and sisters 



have been the nor e venturesone members of the f amily a nd in 1972 were 

all either in New Zeal a nd or Rar ot onga . One brother who has now been 

in New Zeal and f or nine years , broke contact with the f a.nily shortly 

aft er his arrival and only recently was contact restored after 

another brother returned t o Mauke f or a visit . The apparent reason 

f or the break in relations was closely correla ted with monetary kin 

obligations . There is evidence of simila r occurrence s in other 

f amilies . 

She l oves her island but frequent contact with b r others in 

New Zeal and strcngly influenced her desire t o mi gr a te in search of 

a better j ob and money . They offered t o pay her f are anytime she 

was prepar ed t o l eave . These offers v:er e fo r sometime declined 

l ar gely because of obligaticns t o her mother and childr en . Her 

mind Tias altered shortly after her sis t er Migr at ed t o New Zeal and 

in lat e 1972 inforoing her of the earning capacity she would have 

VTor king· in a·' f'actory . She als o r ealised that on her present wage of 

·~ 14 per week that ther e was little l ikel i hood of r aising suffi cient 

capital t o complet e and furnish the s !'1all bungalorr YThi ch was con

struct ed with the ai d of a housing l oan gr ant . Her intention was 

t o provide a coofortabl e heme f or her aced ~other . 

1Vith the of f ers of he r brothers t o pay the f ar e t o New 

Zeal and , one problem was allevia t ed . The r emaining obstacle uas 

that of who woul d l ook aft er her mother i n her absence . Thi s ~as 

final l y r esolved when a brother in Rar ot onga deci ded t o return t o 

the island. 

W'i th f.lixed feel ings a nd many tenr s she left Mauke in 

November 1973 . The fo l lowing conr:ents about he r departure wer e 
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nade in a l ett er t o the writ er . 

11 There a r e lots of passengers travelling to Ra r ot onga by 

this boat . I ' n one of them and I want to spend only one 

i7eek in Rar otonga before I cone t o Ne>1 Zealand, but this 

depends on the bookings my brother has nade . If he is 

going t o pay my f ar e very quickly I will come ear ly . I ' n 

so l onely because I' n the only passenger frori Mauke going 

t o New Zealand. I ' m not sur e qhether I' ll be coreing by 

boat or plane . I ' m so lonely a nd sad for leaving my fanily 

behind, also my friends , brothers , sister- in- law, the 

children and everybody on Mauke be cause I don ' t know v;hen 

I ' ll be back . The boat will be her e t onorrow. Tonight 

ther e ar e l ots of friends a t our place t al king and joking 

for this is my l ast night on Mauke . I know t hat I will 

r eally miss Mauke a nd everyone . I ' I!l so sad that I ' ci 

c rying as I "rite this" . 

In Rar ot onga she stayed with her uncle for t >7o ~rnek s before flying 

t o New Zealand . On arrival in Auckland she ~as met by her brothers 

one of whoo she stayed with in Ponsonby . After a week her brother 

found her a j ob in a laundry. 

For her initial iBpressions I shall once again quote directly: 

11 I r eally r.iiss ny Mum and f amily as well as ey f riends and 

everybody on Mauke . Sometines I do not rrant t o eat and tears 

fall when I ' m alone in ny rco~ . 

I started work last Tuesday at a .laundry in Grey Lynn. 

I qas very sad t o see that I an the cnly Cook Islander 
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working in the place because I have 110: . onEL~at1?,0llnd. "'lto talk 

t o. There ar e l ots of Fijians , Saooans , Indians and s ome 

twenty papa' a s . I walk to the place at 6.45 a .m. and start 

work at eight . Its r eally ver y f ar t o walk and I oiss my 

push bike in Mauke . I wont f or get the island . I really oiss 

Mauke because I m not used t o the ways here a nd its very 

diffi cult f or me and also the f ood I eat these days . Sooe

times I have a tur.ll!ly ache . I >ias very gl ad t o meet some 

Maukean people here in Aucklani . There ar e lots and nearly 

every Sunday our telephone always rings and when I answer 

it, I know its s ome friends a sking me t o their pl a ce f or 

an lll!lukai . Up until this Sunday I have been t o six - lots 

of f ood, drinks and fruit but I' m t oo lazy t o eat what they 

put on f or ce. 

I have now been a t work a week a nd have r ecei ved my 

fir st pay of t 30 . I m the only one who gets that amount, 

all of the ot her girls and women get ~40 - ~60 . Anyr;1ay one 

of my Maukean fri ends has invited ne t o go a nd work v1i th 

her at the bacon factory but I m still thinking wha t will 

be best f or me . Tor10r row I m s endine -~ 10 t o rriy Mun in 

Mauke , giving '.115 t o I!lJ brother, be cause I ' n trying t o pay 

him back his ~200 f or BY f a r e t o New Zeal and . I t hink that 

if I do that every week , my account will be clean i n f our 

months t i ne . I will then try t o snve my money in a savings 

bank book s o I will have enough t o get back hol!le in 1975" . 

The p r oposed three year stay did not however eventuate f or the 

beginning of winter brought on an illness causing her t o give up work 
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for a month and a half. On doct ors advice she ult imately r eturned 

t o Mauke. All of the savings were used f or the return f are. After 

a f our and a half I!).onth stay in New Zealand, she a rrived b ack on 

her hone island and was fortunate enough t c regain her old j ob. 

In recent letters she ha s cornnented on the absence of many people 

from the island and the l ar ge nunbers of y oung and cld who are now 

travelling to New Zealand . It is noteworthy that since her return 

she ha s been instrumental in forning a youth club on the island. 

Note: 

The comnents cited from letters remain l ar gely unaltered 

except in cases of poor Bnglish. 

Case Study . ~ 

The f ollowing c omments are largely those made in a pers onal 

interview with a Maukean planter who recently returned t o the island 

after spending six years in New Zealand . Even ±hibugh '.Oase :.' study 

approaches may be frovnied upon a s being undesirable geographic re

search t ools, s ome of the f actors nentioned contribute greatly t o

wards supporting various hypotheses put f orward regarding the whole 

process of Bigra tion. Some of the f ollowing points may be concluded 

t o be of great value in that they provide definite proof tha t there 

are f orces operating which ultinately influence, or have influenced 

Maukean people in migr ating, s ome of which have, up until recently, 

been l ar gely a natter of conjecture . 

Tangata is a 38 year old Maukean born planter f'rom a family 

of six children, f our of whom are at present residing in New Zeal and. 

Prior t o 1964- he and his f amily were eking out a meagre existence 

with little likelihood of greatly iTiproving their economic l ot. 
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Through fairly regular contact with his brothers in New Zealand he 

learnt of opportunities f or earning money and of the more desirable 

way of life t o be f ound there. Tangata's great des ire was t o build 

a modern hous e f or his family and after constant persuasion in corres

pondence fron his brothers he decided t o l eave Mauke in order t o 

accunulate the necessa ry finance. His brother informed him that his 

fare would be pai d , accormnoda tion provided and enploynent arranged . 

Because he could not afford t o t ake his family, the wife and children 

renained in his household supp orted by monthly remittances of up t o 

~30. Although reluctant to l eave his f amily, the des ire t o earn the 

mo ney necessary t o improve his a ccO!'L.'Uodation in Mauke was t oo over

powering and so he departed by a ir f or New Zeal and in 1964. The 

brother who had pa i d his f are, and with "Whon h e resided with in 

Porirua showed little desire t o be repaid f or providing the f are 

money, al though renunera tion "Ras oade by other means; (for exa!:1ple 

when his brother was h ospitalised f or five months, Tangat a pai d all 

the expenses , much agains t his brothers will). 

New Zealand proved t o be vastly different fron his expect

ations. He expected the count~y t o be similar t o Rarot onga and not 

the vast urban agglomeration with which he was confronted. He f ound 

his limited knowledge of English a severe handi cap and the clirlate some

thiBt!-wh:ich·was. a t first intol erable . After an initial period cf 

dis orienta tion, he began t o settle into the new way of life which 

surrounded him, and the new j ob which his brother had arranged 

f or hin, driving buses f or the \;ellingt on Cit y Corporation. 

After a period of six years, the necessary capital f or the 

con.~encenent of his house had been accunulated and s o he deci ded 
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to return to Mauke and his f amily. Never during his v;hole stay in 

New Zealand did he ever consider remaining there f' or good. To him 

the links with his family and his home island were t oo great a lure . 

Today, after tVl'o years away from New Zeal and, he has a modern 

five ro omed unc ompleted Bungalow . Questioned a s t o whether he 

would like t o return t o New Zealand ni th his f a::'lily he replied 

that he once had this thought, but that there i s a strong urge 

within him f orcing him t o s t ay. The way of life in Nev; Zealand 

was undoubtedly better than any other place he had visited and a s 

a consequ ence of this , transition back to his native way of life 

wa s somewhat difficult. Even after t wo years he admits tha t he 

has still not fully ad justed and that he misses many of the luxuries 

to which he had grown accustomed. 

The people of Mauke he also finds have changed greatly 

during his six year absence in that co!ll"unal r el ationships have 

weakened and that the peopl e a r e becoming more of 'economic men' . 

Proof of t his is seen in the f act tha t the h ous e in which he 

saved f or, was constructed solely on his own as the f amily l ab our 

which woul d have helped him les s t han a decade ago , was now r epl aced 

by a. unit which demanded r:Jonetary renumer a tion which he could 

n ot affordo 

Not e : I suspect t hat this may also be ti ed up V.Qth the f act that 

many of hi s relat ives ar e non resident in l'Jev-r Zealand . 

See also his family geneal ogy (Fig . 15~. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

The I mpact of Mi gr ation on Mauke 

Since the time of first population enWJ.eration in 1820 

the island 's gr owth has been subjected t o several fluctuatUins 

as a consequence of tenporary er permanent movement of people 

(see Figure 10). Although significant, none of these r eached the 

magnitude of population displacement exhibited over the l ast two 

decades . Since the early 1950's there has been an acceler ation of 

Maukean people opting to leave their hone island in f avour of the 

' greener pastures' of Rarotonga and New Zealand. This trend has 

now rea ched such al arr:iing proportions that the whole ec onomic and 

social structure of the island is in jeopardy. The far reaching 

effects of ni gr ation have pemeated all aspects of Maukean life. 

Some of these effects can be both observed visually and recorded 

with s ome degr ee of accuracy. Others hoTiever, though equally 

significant, are not quite so obvious and as a c onsequence provide 

greater difficulty in attenpting to assess their i ucpact. 

Mg.u.ke.an Population Growth 

First c onsidera tion must be given t c the present demo

graphic structure and characteristics cf the islands ' population. 

Estima tes and enumera tions recorded this century reveal a sharp 
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rise in nunbers between the years 1925 - 1947 (See Table XI) . Between 

1926 and 1936 an increase of 27 .5 per cent Has recorded whilst the 

percentag e change bet ween 1936 and 1945 registered an increase of 23 .3 

percent. Such increases subsequently declined t o a oere 3.9 percent 

between 194-5 and 1951. This represents gr owth at average annue,l r ates 

of 2.4- percent, 2.3 percent and 0.7 percent over the three periods. 

The population total in 1951 was 836 . This figure declined t o 815 

in 1956, 785 in 1961 before finally plumneting to 671 in 1966. The 

last drop represents a decline of 14-.5 percent. 

The turning point caPle after 194-7 when an increasing nunber 

of younger rien Vle re being recruited for phosphate o.ining on ~fokatea 

Ialand. 

Between 1966 and 1971, despite the increase in outnigration, 

the island's population rea ched a total of 763 persons ; representing a 

13.7 percent rise. A census conducted by the writer six months later 

revealed a drop of 4 .4 percent to 729 persons . The fluctations of 

population totals do not necessarily point t o a lessening or an 

increase in nigration but r a ther oay be accounted f or by other demo

gr aphic factors such as increased levels of fertility. For this 

reason changes in t ot al polulation are in theo.selves inadequate when 

considering the dencgraphic repercussions of nigr ation. Only when 

the pcpula tion structures a re exar:-dned , c an any reliable inferences 

be nade . 

Age - Sex Structures 

From the three sets of age - sex pyranids coHpiled for the 

years oi' 1966, 1971 and 1972 several strikine features are apparent 



YEAR 

1820 

1845 

1854-

1871 

1881 

1902 

1906 

1911 

1916 

1921 

1926 

1936 

1945 

1951 

1956 

1961 

1966 

1971 

1972@ 

Notes: 

@ 

Sources: 
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TABLE XI 

M.AUKE: TOT.AL POPULATIONz....._J_83-5 - 1972 

TOTJiL POPULATION INTERCENSAL 

PERCENT.AGE CHJ..NGE 

300 

250 

320 +28.o 

350 + 9.3 

487 +39.1 

370 -31 .6 

446 +20.5 

457 + 2.4 

490 + 7 .2 

578 +17.9 

511 -13.1 

652 +27.5 

804 +23 .3 

836 + 3.9 

815 - 6.5 

785 - 3.6 

671 -14.5 

763 +13.7 

729 - 4.4 

This figure is calculated for only the first three 

quarters of the year. 

Mo.Arthur, Island Populations of the Pacific. 

Cook Islands Population Census, 1966 . 

British Naval Intelligence Handbook , Vol.II 

New Zealand Yearbooks. 

Personal Census 1972. 
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VILLAGE POPULATIONS 

!~~;--]~,~~------ ;~~~--~ -- -;~~~;--·-·-%-;~;:;~p~~~;T· i 
l I I i 

!Kimiangatau 213 190 ' 403 51 .33 I 
I ! ! lOiretumu 201 181 I 382 4-8.66 . 

I I 414 I 371 i 785 I I 
1 · - - --- - - -r ··- ---t·-- ---- 1-966 - - -r · -------

1 I Kimiangatau 156 167 323 I 48 .13 I 

I =~~u--- ~:: -- --~:_:_ -----. _:~--- l--. _ :~· 8-6 - ·- - __ I 
I 1971 I 
Kimiangatau 171 197 368 48.23 

Oiretumu 197 198 i 395 I 51 • 76 

··----------- - ~~~- - - -- .3-~~---- L_ -----~-~-------!. --- - ·----···-··-----------· 
1972

1 i 
Kimiangatau 155 185 --II 340 l 

I Oiretumu 195 194- ! 389 I 
l 350 379 I 729 I 

4-6.63 

53 .31 

l ; I ! i 
•------------- ·--l----·----·- -~- - ---· ·· --·--- -- --··---'---------------------... ------ - -

Notes: 1 

Source: 

These figures have been c alculated for the first 

three quarters of the year only. 

Cook Island Census, 1966. 

1972 Fieldwork . 
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'I'/J3LE XIII 

POPULATION STRUCTURE 1966 - 1972 

A~e GrouE 1966 1971 1972 

I\ o. % No. % No . % 

0 - 4 154 22.9 154 20.1 137 18.7 

5 - 9 138 20.4 155 20 .2 158 21. 6 

10 - 14 83 12.3 119 15.5 109 14.9 

15 - 19 47 6.9 52 6.7 60 8 .1 

20 - 24 31 4 .5 44 5.7 40 5.4 

25 - 29 32 4.6 33 4. 2 29 3.8 

30 - 34 22 3.2 32 4.1 29 3.8 

35 - 39 23 3.3 20 2.6 26 3.4 

40 - 44 30 4.4 20 2.6 20 2.7 

45 - 49 25 3.6 29 3.7 25 3.3 

50 - 54- 31 4 . 5 30 3.8 30 4 . 0 

55 - 59 15 1.9 28 3.6 21 2.8 

60 - 64 21 3 13 1 .6 10 1.3 

65 + _11 _]d 34 _bl± 35 4.7 

Total 671 100 763 100 729 100 

Sources: 

Cook Islands Population Census, 1966. 
Cook Islands Statistical Bulletin, 

Field Survey. 
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(see Figures 12,13,14). The first of these is the tremendously 

broad base of ea ch indicating a large percentage of the population 

under the age of 15 years. At the other end of the spectrum there 

is a significantly high percentage cf older people in the 65+ co

horts. CUI'1ulatively, beth of these groups constitute an abnoITI.ally 

high degree of dependency, f or the island and provide a ratio which 

has been increasing in recent years. The dependency r atio f or 1966 

was 58.7 percent; a figure which increased to 60.5 percent in 1971 

and in September 1972 was calculated as being 60 .2 percent. Such 

high levels result in an increasing burden being inposed on the 

residual population in the economically active age cohorts. 

The conbination of high fertility rates, (the general 

fertility r ate in 1971 was 336.5) decreasing mortality (the crude 

death rate declined fron 27. 7 in 1921 to 5. 5 in 1972) and an 

accelera ting l'lovement of popula tion out of' ·'the niddle order co

horts results in this group being the mos t adversely a ffected. 

From the pyramids it is apparent tha t not only is there a deficiency 

of overall nur;ibers but, in addition, in sone age gr oups i mbalances 

occur be t ween the sexes (See Tables XIV,XV and XVI). 

In both the census years of 1966 and 1971 inbalances part

icularly in the 15 - 24 year old cohorts were evident . Sinilarly 

six months after the official census in 1971 the r a tio of boys to 

girls in the 15 - 19 age group was 66 . 6 per 100. Undoubtedly this 

disparity woul d be strongly influenced by r;u_~le students away a t 

Tereora College in Rarotonga . In the mi ddle order cohorts the 

t otal numbe rs in e e.ch gr oup further d:i.r::inish and in several in

stances imbal ances again become apparent. 



58 

TABLE XIV 

SEX RATIOS 

M.AUKE: Total - --

( 1) 1966 ( 2) 1971 (3) 1972 

0 - 4- 83 .3 87 . 8 

5 - 9 112 .3 112.3 

1 0 -14- 97 .6 83.0 

15 -19 176.4- 67.7 

20 -24- 106.6 91.3 

25 -29 77 .7 135.7 

30 -34- 69 .2 60 . 0 

35 -39 91.6 100 

40 -J.iJ+ 130.7 66 .6 

45 -4-9 38 .8 141.6 

50 --54- 198.3 57 . 8 

55 -59 150.0 180 . 0 

60 -64 11 o.o 85 .7 

65 + 171 .4- 100 

Sources : 

Cook Islands Population Census, 1966. 

Cook Islands Statistical Bull etin ~arotonga,1973 . 

1972 fi gures from survey dat a . 

77.9 

105.1 

91.2 

66 .6 

81 .8 

123.0 

93.3 

62 .9 

122 .2 

92.3 

76 . 11-

133 .3 

233 .3 

133 .3 
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T;..BLE XV 

SEX RATIOS 

KIMIANGATAU VILLAGE 

1966 1971 1972 

0 - 4- 77 . 5 75 . 5 74-.4-

5 - 9 100 96 .9 106 . 0 

10 - 14- 57 .2 87 . 5 95 . 6 

15 -1 9 200 71 .4 36 . o 

20 -24 100 84. 6 83 .3 

25 - 29 77 .7 166 . 6 100 

30 -34 80 45 . 4- 100 

35 -39 83 .3 100 50. 0 

4-0 -44 150 50. 0 166 . 6 

4-5 -49 22 .2 14-2 . 8 11 6.6 

50 -54- 100 66 . 6 4-4- .4-

55 - 59 166 . 6 100 100 

60 - 64- 166 .6 80 . 0 100 

65 + 500 11 2. 5 166 . 6 

Sources: 

Cook Islands Population Census 1966 

Cook Islands Statisti cal Bulletin Rarotonga 1973 

1972 figures from survey data 



fig.13 KIMIANGATAU AGE-SEX STRUCTURE 
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Tl'.BLE XVI 

SEX RATIOS 

OIRETUMU VILLAGE 

1966 1971 1972 

0 - 4. 88 . 6 102 . 7 82 . 3 
,.. 

5 - 9 89 . 1 125 . 0 104-. 5 

10-14. 166. 6 78 .7 88 . 2 

15-19 150. 0 64. .7 136 . 3 

20-24. 116 . 6 100 80 . 0 

25- 29 77 .7 112.5 14.2 .8 

30- 34. 62 . 5 77 .7 88 . 8 

35- 39 100 100 75 . 0 

40-44 11 4.. 2 75 . 0 100 

4.5-49 55 . 5 140. 0 71.4 

50- 54 216 . 6 50 . 0 112 . 5 

55- 59 133 .3 260 . 0 150. 0 

60- 64 85 .7 100 500 

65 + 116 . 6 88 . 8 111 . 1 

Sources: 

Cook Islands Population Census 1966 

Cook Islands Statistical Bulletin Rarotonga 1973 

1972 figures from survey data 
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The same pattern is also reflected Tihen pyramids for 

individual village structures are compiled. In both Kimiangatau and 

Oiretumu village s equally severe l osses are recorded in the lower 

cohorts of the economically a ctive gr oups \·d th the 15 - 30 age group 

again suffering more extremely . Because of the smaller numbers in

volved, imbalances in sex composition are highlighted in the village 

structures. Whilst disparities are obvious in most cohorts between 

15 and 64, a distinct predominance of females in several is the 

most noticeable feature. This may well be a reflection of the 

selectivity of migration and a continuation of already established 

patterns of movement. 

Eoonomic Effect_~2£.M.i~ration 

The growing dependence on an ever decreasing male work force 

has had serious effects on the fragile island economy. The mainstay 

of this eccnomy ostensibly is agriculture with citrus production 

assuming the dominant r ole. However the lack of' any sound and stable 

development plans has meant that the necessary incentives to increase 

production above subsistence levels have not been forthcoming. Even 

where a genuine desire to increase inputs does exist there are other 

obstacles which negate any efforts . Many of these obstacles are in 

themselves catalysts which engender the :f'rustration for which 

emigration is t oo :f'requently the outlet . Amongs t these are unstable 

prices, in:f'requent shipping, lack of fertilisers , sprays and mach

iner'J, petty thieving and pi g devastation in the plots . At present 

all of these obstacles are further con:f'ounded by an acute shortage 

of la~our directly attributable to the enigr~1ticn of' able b odied 

workers to Rarot onga and New Zealand. 'L'his may i n its elf now 
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provide adequate grounds f or l eaving the island. 

Labour Shorta~es i n Relation t o Citrus Producticn 

The Cook Island Government has realised the potential of 

Mauke as a citrus producing i sland and has in recent years invested 

n considerable ar.wunt of capital into developing this activity. In 

1969 , wi th the consent of the titleholders conce rned, tTio large 

blocks of unused l and were taken over f or a nooinal rent and con

verted into ne~ citrus gr oves . (See Pl at e 13). The i ntention is 

that the gover ru:.ent will run the scheme until the t r ees are of 

bearing age and the initial investoent hRs been r ecouped. At this 

point it is intended t o return the l and t o the o.-ming parties . 

Much skepticisffi surrounds the venture : prira rily because 

t he blocks will be more effi cient units in their present unsegmented 

state , a nd secondly, nany of the titleholder s are already absent 

from the i sl and. 

If the state of plots started under t he Citrus Replailtine 

Scheoe in 1948 is e.ny gauge ; t c r eturn this land in snall individual 

uni ts t o gr o>1ers would be a grave nis take . The nisr.anagement and. 

inefficient running of the 118 Citrus Replanting Scheme plots 

cannot be t otally blari.ed on the planters cc ncerned as ther e are a 

whole hos t cf contributory f act ors . Hany people in Re.rotonga have 

been quick t c ccnuer..n the Maukeans as being lazy and adcptinB a 

"coul dn 1 t cri.r e a less attitude " . Such ccnder.mation i s both hasty 

and in ~any c~ses not totally justified. Ther e are several reascns 

for such an assertion. It rras found that 45 of the plots were held 

by absentee landlords . Of this figure , 28 of t he owners wer e in 



PLATE 13 

One of the two new citrus blocks at present part of a new 

government scheme to reestablish orange production on the island. 

The land is rented by the government , the intention being that 

when the trees are of bearing age and inputs are recouped, the 

plots will again be returned to the titleholders. 

(Photo: G.D.J. Gordon) 

PLATE 14 

The central portion of the island, formerl y fernland has been the 

location for many government initiated agricultural schemes . The 

latest of these ventures is a cattle farm but like its . predecessors 

the experiment is confronted with many probl ems . 

(Photo: G. D.J. Gordon) 
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New Zealand and 17 in Rarotonga. Overall this represents a 42 per-

cent absenteeisn r a t e . Under the present land tenure system, no 

caretaker is go ing t o invest in improvements when he has no guaranteed 

tenure and risks the possibility of repossession at any time. 

According t o the Resident Agent en the island, only one grower in 

1972 had applied t o the Land Court for occupational rights. A 

further 16 plots were being run unaided by persons over the age of 

60. Only four of these plots are included in the 42 percent owned 

by absentee landlords. Already much of the wo rk being done on the 

citrus plots is carried out by the Fruit Control branch of the 

Agriculture Department. This includes spraying, weeding, pruning 

and fertilising, all of which are charged against the plot. Despite 

this attention plot yields are low. Out of the sixty six households 

which indicated involvement in citrus production only twenty one 

produced in excess of five thousand pounds. As a consequence, total 

production for the island is well beloF. potential.
1 

Up until 

September 1972 there were only ten shiprients of citrus to the Greggs 

Raro Factory in Rarotonga. The cargo es varied between 2500 and 

77,350 pounds. The total weight of fruit sent over the ten voyages 

was 552,165 lbs. By the time deductions were made for freight, 

manure levies and Citrus Replanting Scheme plot debts, the net 

prof its for individual gr owers seldom represented l ar ge returns. 

From the household survey it wa s found that only 42 percent 

of the households earned in excess of ~50 per annum. Because the 

yields are so small, plot debts have reached gigantic proportions 

with little or no likelihood .cf evP.1r ba:hn(: _Setthl., In Octob'H' 



1972 the J.gricul ture Departr1ent in Rarotonga estirmted a figure of 

' ~ 112,000 f or the island. 

The problen of lab our f or c o:r;imercial agriculture is further 

accentuated by the large percentaee of the wc rk force being el".ployed 

by governBent out of a total nunber of 120, there were 80 government 

employees including 10 wooen. Of the remaining 40, the ma j ority 

were either~~ or older persons on the fringe of the dependent 

age category. Several of the I!len in this group were unable t o play 

any economic role in the coIT!flunity because of sorae form of disability 

e.g. sever al fo:ri;ier phosphate miners have l ost their vision. The 

provision of jobs by government has thus relieved the necessity t o 

earn money through agriculture. Because it is becoming increasingly 

less fashionable tc be a planter, only a feVl growers exhibited any 

desire t o add t o their wages by putting a concerted effort into 

agriculture. The paltry supplementary incomes gained by the few 

or ange s sent to Rar ot onga does not reflect any significant vw rk 

inputs other than knocking the fruit off the trees and bagging it. 

This t a sk is usually performed by the whole family. 

The apparent apathy on the part of the growers and the 

overall general state of inertia in agriculture is the product of 

a vast array of factors, r.iany of which ar e beyond the scop e of 

the present study. The effects of the constant siphoning off of so 

nany of the economically active population has adversely a ffected 

Maukean agriculture . 
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The Loss of Skills an~_!xpertise 

Although the l oss of a substantial portion of the econoraically 

active population is significant in itself it is o~ when assessF.ent 

is made of the skills and expertise of such people that the full ex

tent of the impact can be seen. The selective characteristic of 

ni grants are bourne out VThen the variables relating to the level of 

education and previous oc cupation for the Canncns Creek sample are 

analysed (see Table XVII) . Although the naj ority of responses 

indicated a l ow level of education and skills the remainder represent 

a substantial l oss t o the island . In terT'ls of educati on, over twenty 

percent of the sa.I!lple had attended Tereora College, whilst almost seven 

percent had qualified as t eachers in Rarotonga. Similarily, as 

Table XVII shows, in addition t o trained teachers there are also 

f oI'I!ler Agriculture Dept . enpl oy ees . The l oss of personnel fron 

both of these sectors assuoes grea t e r i mportance when it is r ealised 

that it i s these people who have the nost t o offer in a nation 

striving t o develop. 

Not only is Mauke, and the gr oup as a Tihol e , deprived of 

the po~ential 00ntributions of such n i gr ants but also the questi on 

of wastage nus t be accounted f or . The a cquisition of higher educ

ation and ot her speci alised skills necessitates the provision of 

essential facilities by the gover nr;-.ent. Such inves t raent by the C0ok 

Island governnent proves fruitl es s when oi gr a tion t o New· Zealand 

reduced any likelihood of a return. 

Since the uriter l eft the Cook Islands a large nunber of 

skilled personnel have l eft Mauke . In 1973, t~o t eachers arrived 
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LEVEL OF EDUCATION OF MIGRANTS IN CANNONS CREEK 

l1evel of Education Fre uenc ---1 Per centase 
1 

!Primary (yrs) I 

Io - 4 6 13 ,,9 
14 - 8 
I 

23 52.3 
Junior Hi gh School 1 . 2.3 

Tereor a Col lege 9 20.5 ,. 

School Certificate 0 0 

University Entrance 0 0 

Dipl oma teaching 3 6 .8 

1 Higher 1 2.3 
'-

T .i\BLE XVI II 

PREVIOUS OCCUPATIONS IN HAUKE 

I 

1 Occupational Category--! Frequency 1- Percentage 

Administration 1 2.3 
Teacher 3 6. 8 I 

I 

Fruit Con trcl 1 2.3 I 
Agricultural ~xtens ion 4 9 .1 

Health 0 0-

Public \'o rks 0 0 -

Planter 10 22 .7 
Never Worked 24 54- . 5 

Data based on sample 
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in Porirua East f ollowed by one oore in early 1974-. One doc t or and 

two nurses froo the island h ospital also arrived in .Auckland in 1973 

al though one nurse subsequently returned t o J!Iauke after f our mcnths . 

(refer t c case Study B) . The dentist, a post office clerk and the 

f ormer Resident agent have all moved t o Rarotonga . The siphoning 

off of such expertise is a matter of grave concern, not only f or 

Mauke but also the gr oups as a whole . 

Leader ship 

A close associ ation exists bet><een education, acquired 

skills ana the pot ential r ole of leadership and ability t o i nduce 

change and innovation. The absence of so nany people in t h is 

category has resulted in decision naking powers being placed in 

the hands of those who are least equipped for the t ask . Whilst 

traditional l eaders cling t enaciously t o the r eoaining vestiges of 

forner powers , nost of then a r e incapabl e of offering pos itive 

direction in changing ti~es. 

At present the oain decision uaking body on the island is 

the Island Council comprising five elected nerabers fron whoo a 

chaiman is sel ected. In ad.di tion there a re f'our ex of'f i ci o nel'.lbers 

qho include the three f'~nn.er chief's ( a riki) and the Government 

Resident Agent . None of this gr oup have voting r i ghts . Island 

Council el ections t3.ke place in the Oct ober f'oll owing a general 

election. In 1972, all of the Maukean Island. Ccunci llors v7i th the 

exception of one were over the age of f if'ty five . The l ack of 

younger nenbers i s not s olely attributable t o selective ni gr a t ion 

Inaccordance ~ith Polynesian tradition there is still a belief 

that wisdoo increases with age . 
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Ii.s a consequence many of the vie~7S cf younger menbers of 

the vi llages a re f r equently not heeded despite their qualifications . 

Of the younger potent ial leaders spoken t o, many r el a t ed instances 

at Village Cornnittee I:leetings when, on rising t o express a viewpoint, 

t hey had been hastily t ol d t o sit down by elder s . Sever al of the 

respondents indicated tha t the phrase t a.nariki ia ~ (translated you 

ar e just a child) was frequently used, ini'erTing that they possessed 

no right t o speak. The retention of such attitudes serves only t o 

conpound the problems of effective leadership by increasing the 

frustration which ultimately C:.ay'l eo.d· to · ·r.:ir,r ation . 

The Youth 

The napu on y outh situation is one in which grave concern 

was expressed by cl :J.er nenbers of the ccrr.r.:runi ty. This gr oup con

sists of all the young people between the age s of 15 - 21+- . It is in 

thes e cohorts that mi gr ati on is having the most s eri~us eff'ects. 

The lack of any r egul a r paid e~ployment and an unTiill ingness on the 

part cf l"lal es t o l abour in the swanps and plots has r esulted in 

the existence of an indolent group interested only in bush beer 

and having a good tine. One co~J1unity l eader described then a s 

"lazy, l acking any knowledge and having little in the way of 

asp irat ions"- In nany cases they ar e panpered by their par ents" . 

On the other hand he ~as quite prepared t c a&~it that t he compl et e 

abs ence of any forr.1 of responsibility entertairment and power was 

a P.Ja. j or f actor in thei r apparent apathy. Because so nuch cri ticisn 

was l evelled at this gr oup a short que sticnnair e was dr awn p 

and after, the extraction of a randoQ sanple, it was adninister ed 

t o forty ma.pu of both sexes . The r esults of the survey revealed 



a nark ed uniformity of attitude. 

Ninety percent of the respondents expressed a desire to 

leave Mauke; prioarily f or t wo r eas ons 

( a ) t o obta in a regular pa id j ob 

(b) because of the l a ck of any f or m of entertainment 

or recreational activities on the island 

All of the srunple gr oup had close kin ties with New Zealand and, 

with the exception of f our, had all been offered fares t o this 

country. Most of the offers have s u f a r been declined largely 

because parents and guardians f eel that they are t oo y oung . In 

other instance5 they are reluctant to l eave ag ed parents and 

rela tives. The l a l.k of opportunity t o show any initia tive and 

the criticism and mo ck ery l evell ed a t then by ether conmunity mem

bers if they attemp t ed t o display any, was f ound t o be a t the 

r oot of t heir frustration. From th e survey it became quite apparent 

that if j obs, entertainnent and s ome f orn of r esp onsibilities 

were ava ilable t o them, then the mapus would b e quite happy t o 

f or get all current i esires of l eaving the island . 

Soc i a l I nplicati ons 

Very f ew househol ds on the island have r eoained unaffected 

by the outflow of population in recent years. From a t otal of 124 

households on Mauke, only 12 percent had no ir~iate faoily member 

living in Rarot onga and only 17 percent had no kin in New Zealand. 

The nuob er of family members absent varied considerably between 

househol ds. ·~'hilst s oBe recor ded only one or two , other households 

have more k in members in Rar ot onga and New Zeal and than in Mauke 

itself. One of the oost extreme examp l es of this can b e seen in 
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Where c i gr a tion has r eached such proportions the con-

sequences become quite noticeable, - especially in relation t o the 

househol d econooy. Many far:iily lands lie deserted and unutilised 

simply because there is noone t o 'i?ork then . l~s in the case of citrus 

production numerous households are devoid of energetic adult members . 

Several households contained no male head or the latter had migrated 

t o New Zealand alone in order to earn enough mc.ney t o build the 

fal'J.ily a more comfortable dwelling on Mauke . The introduction of a 

Government Housing Loan Scheme has l a r gely alleviated the necessity 

to travel to New Zealand in order t o purchase building l'laterials . 

~lthough this has perhaps stecDed the fl ew of would be mi grants 

t o a certa in degree, it is of note tha t many of the houses financed 

by l ab ourers in New Zealand now lie deserted. 

It ~as a cocBon experience amongst ~igrants that the period 

required t o save sufficient funds t o finance a house was l onger 

than anticipated; often up t o several years . On r eturning t o the 

island the houses were built but after a short tine, because of 

dissatisfaction with the old way of life , several mi gr ants returned 

to New Zealand. Money was rern.i tted t o Mauke until the whole fanily 

t ook up r esidenc e . On Mauke the legacies cf these decisions rec ain. 

In 1972 in the coastal village of Kimiangatau, six d17ellings were 

de serted. The same number were f ound in Areora Village and in 

Ngatiarua, a further f our we re reccrd.ed. 1/ihat is of significance 

is that whilst these modern residences lie vacated, a large nunber 

of other island inhabitants remain in traditional and substandard 

dv;ellings. l~l though a number of these des erted houses have been 

financed froB mi grants who have worked in New Zealand and then 



PLATE 15 

A deserted dwelling on Mauke. The owner of this house went to 

New Zealand to earn money for building materials. On returning 

to the island and constructing the dwelling he found life 

unsuitable and so returned to New Zealand with his family. 

(Photo: G.D.J. Gordon) 

PLATE 16 

A house constructed by a returned migrant. After leaving his 

family for six yearsthe household head acquired the necessary 

capital to build this structure. 

(Photo: G.D.J. Gordon) 
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returned , a much l ar ger proportion of oigr ants abandon all schemes of 

building and opt to remain in New Zealand f or good . From the house

hol d survey on Mauke , there were only three heads who had been t o New: 

Zealand and returned t o settle on the isla nd again. 

Land Tenure 

The problems involved in reoccupati on of deserted dwellings 

on lands by other meobers of the coIIlI'.lunity are clo sely a ssocia ted 

~ith traditional l and tenure pra ctices Tihich pernit ab sentee land

l ords t o retain full rights t o t heir 1 2.nds. :Much apprehension is 

apparent over l easing l ands or transferring titles f or f ear of 

l osing rights altogether . The pr oblem is further agg r avated by 

the systeD of lineal inheritance which results in oultiple ownership 

of land . One plot of land exanined ~as f ound t o have a t ot al of 

30 titlehol ders. Of these 17 were in Mauke , 4 in Rar ot onga , 7 in 

NeTI Zealand and one eEJ.ch in Aitutaki and Rahuhanga . .1\ny change s 

in the na ture of tenure must meet wit h the appr oval of all parties. 

Unless a courageous governr.;J.ent can introduce s one f orn of 

l and refor u, possibly a system whereby oi er ants automatically for

feit rights t o l and after an absence cf a specified tine , certain 

probleos coul d a rise over an,,y future extensions t c agriculture. 

Short of a full agricultural survey , it i s difficult t o accurately 

assess the extent of l and lying fall cTI because of absenteeism. 

One of the few e conomically oinded plan f; ers on the island ccru11e nted. 

that he was utilising all of his l ands and tha t difficulty was being 

experienced in ga ining even tempor ary 8.ccess t c ancther plot. 
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Kin Contacts and Renittances 

The previous sections have outlined the nore undesirable 

effects of migrat i on on the island . There remains only one aspect 

which has not been considered. Many people on Mauke regard having 

fanily ~embers or clos e r elatives in New Zeal and a s desirable and 

in s one ca ses prestigious because of the resultant flow of money to 

the island. By Cook Island standards New Zealand is r egarded as a 

l and of riches and kin members ~ho have Bi grated there feel duty

bound t o supp ort their families financfolly. The extent of this 

financial support can be substantia ted. Figures compiled f or a 

20 month period fron January 1971 t o Aucust 1972 reveal the magni

tude cf rer:ittance transactions (see Table XIX) . The t ot a l sum 

for 1971 v.ra s ~ 15, 911 , a proportion of V?hich was reoi tted froB Rar o

tonga and sever al other islands in the gr oup . The fi gure rec or ded 

froo the first ei ght months of 1972 t otall ed :''5 , 844 . The 1971 

fi gure was gr eatly bolstered by t wo large scal e transactions f or 

the purp ose of financing hous es. 

The issuing Post Office in New Zeal and of the ncney or de r 

t elegr a5s gives s cCTe indication of the distribution of mi gr ants. 

Four main concentrations were discernible; one in both V.'ellingt on 

and Auckland central and the other two a t Porirua East and G::entral 

respectively. There ITas also sone indication of iscl a ted 

gr oups in Si'.'.18.ll er centres such as Hastings and Bluff. 

Additional infor Bation on the na ture and s i gnificance cf 

r enittance s ~as extracted fror: the survey r esults a nd the f ollow

ing observati ons Ti ere noted. Of the 1r:ig r ants interviewed in 

Cannons Creek 68 percent acknonledged that they sent r'loney t o 
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TABLE XIX 

MONEY ORDER TRANSACTIONS: JAN. 1971 - AUG. 1972 

RECEIVED ON :M'.AUKE 

N.Z. RAROTONGA and TOTAL 
other COOKS 

1971 $ $ $ ·--I ! January 150 872 1022 

I February 556 230 786 
I March 539 334- 873 I 

I April 305 14-20 1725 
I 

l May 257 299 556 
I June 1185 230 14-15 

July 702 655 1357 

August 858 515 1373 

September 681 4-72 1153 
1 October 833 334- 1167 

November 298 907 1205 

December 1823 14-56 3279 

I 1971 TOTAL 15 '911 

I 1972 ,--

I 
January 392 283 675 

February 705 159 864-

I March 4-55 185 64-0 

April 235 138 273 

May 565 137 705 

June 680 101 781 

July 532 701 1234-

August 54-6 126 672 

TOTAJJ l 581+1+ I 
for 8 Months. : 

Sources: Administration Records MAUKE 
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Mauke (see Tubles XX and XXI) . The frequency, and anounts involved in 

transactions varied consiclerf'.bly. \",'hilst a few rlligr f.'.nts inclicated 

tha t money i1as sent hone on a regular basis, the large oajority 

conform t o a no r e irregul ar pattern and tend t c reni t only at ti1ae s 

when they either have spare cash or a specific r equest is ma.de . 

It was apparent that 34- percent of those intervie~ed had been 

frequently asked for noney by r elatives at home and that all of 

these wer e me t . Although no conclusive supporting evi dence was 

found, there i s no reas on t o believe that in s ooe instances, con

tacts beween migrrmts and kin i n Mauke, have been deli berately 

severed because of these requests . 

Several ni gr ants with 7lhom the 11riter becn.ne better acqua inted. 

agreed that this •1as especially so a1:i.nngst those "Rho had been in 

New Zealand. f or a l oneer period of time . 

It is pertinent at this stage t o briefly conrr1ent on s one 

of the ranifications of these noney transacti ons . Undoubtedly they 

have a desirable effect in that they provide valuabl e supplementary 

r evenue for faoilies uhose present ea rning potenti a l i s limited. 

V!hen the Eioney is inves t ed \7isely in spheres in which better 

living , hel'l.l th e.nd ed.ucational standard s result , then the inflo"R 

of capital is beyond criticism. Unfortunately, this was not f ound 

t o be the ca se. Much of the noney i s squandered on .unne9essar:v 

consumers f oodstuffs and alcoholic beverages . There appears t o be 

a per ceived element of social status in possessing the buying po-:;rer 

t o indulge in canned luxuries with the net result that traditional 

dependence on custonary fishing ~nd plcnting a re relegated t c 

lesser positions . 
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TABLE XX 

' REMITTANCES RECEIVED ON MAUKE 

c FREQUEN Y I .AMOUNT REMITTED I RECI NT PIE PURPOSE 
I I I I I ~ I 

i No . % DollarsNo~ fa No . % ! No .I %1 

I 
I I 

- ! Hous- I 
Monthl.y: ? 6 0(-10 . ' ~6 5 Parent 4 4- in_g 5 5 i 

Son/ j Educ- I 

3 Monthly 9 7 11 - 2?. 10 8 Daui;hte 30 24 a tion 1 . 8 I 
Brother; Feeding ' 

6 Monthly 9 7 26-50 . 12 9 Sister 10 I 8 Child 4 3 

:12 I 9 
Uncle/ Gen. 

Annually 23 18 51 -100 Aunt 2 1 Exps . 29 23 

61 4 
Girl-

On Request 1 8 101-200 frield 3 2 Gi ft 11 9 

174 122 
! Grand- Ger e-

Never 200+ I 4 i 3 par ents 1 .8 monv 2 1 

!74 58 
Non Non. ! 57 I I I I None : Appli c. I 74 58.Ap9c . 71 

' I 

Total Universe 124 

"Data based on samplE1' 

Material to be read as 4 separate f ac t ors . 

There is no cross- t abulat ion. 
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TABLE XXI 

REMITTANCES FROM CANNONS CREEK TO MA~ 

· FREQUENCY I AMOUNT REMITI'ED RECIPIENT ! PURPOSE I 
1---------"-~-. --l-%--l' l~-----, ~-;---1~~~~-, -----1;·-- N~ I c I 

. No . 0 1 ! No . ; % _ ..... ! N_o_. •. ,_ .... %.,_! --~~I 
----1 I I ------ : ' Hous- I -1 
On Request! 2 : 41 :t 0 - 10 1 2 Pa rent i 10

124 ing 2 1 4 ..,.F_o_r_t_---1--1_. ______________ ...... _ _ sa·Til I 4 Educ- i 

nightly i 2 4 ~11 - 25 1 5 i 34 Dau~er 2 I 4 a t i on2 4-l ..----------l--1--.,..._ ______ __,..._..._; __ ~---B--r--other/ 1 Gen. I 
Monthly 4- 1 9 ~26 - 50 13 29 Sister 4- 9 Exp . 18._4-0 
Three!' Uncle/ I I I 
Monthly 7 15 ~51 - 100 - - f~unt 5 11 Gift 6 13 ..,.S_i_x ______ .._ _____________ I ...... -----Girl- Gere-

2

1 

!Monthly 6 12 ; ~1 01 - 200 1 2 f'riend 1 2 mony 1 
1 1"----'----"--i-1 - 11----1 

!/um- i Grand- I Pay , 
iually 1 9120 ~200 + 1 2 paren_t_s __ 

1
_4-..... 1-!

1 
_..9 __ c_.._. T_. __ 2_ ...... 4-, 

I I ! I Nain-
t~N_e_v~er..._ ___ · 14 '30 _.-;,N_o._n_e _____ ~'i----+--~+---C~o_u_s_i_n __ -+-~3-i-·-6~1~_t_e_n_c __ 2+f_......4 

L I I Inlaws I 1 2 : N . A 11 l 25 
! ------I --!---! ----~----~,--~! ---i·~-N-.-A-.-~~~,.-1-3+,2-9-+-l -------~,---

C. T. = Caretaker 

N.A. = Non Applicable 

''Data based on sample 11 

Material t o be read as 4- separate factors . 

There is no cross- tabulation. 
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Fro~ the apparent low levels cf ccmnercial crop production 

and the absence of any pernanent ernp l oynent of many household heads 

it can be inferred tha t there is an increasing reliance on money 

order telegr ams . 

Remittances nay in themselves give rise t o a gr owing 

realisation of the economic opportunities which exist in New Zealand . 

These may act as a catalyst giving rise t o dissatisfaction ultimately 

leading t o positive dec isions t o migrate. 

Note : 1 
Yi elds on plots in Rarotonga are in the or der of 

wo t o three times those on Mauke . 



78 

CONCLUSION 

Too frequently the role of internal and in some cases 

external migration is a factor which is often overlooked by the 

governmeniBof developing countries. It has long been accepted that 

the movement of peoples from areas of lesser opportunites to ones 

in which growth is occurring at a more rapid rate, is a characteristic 

trait of such nations. The current movement of population in the 

Cook Islands has now reached such proportions that the government 

can ill afford to let the process continue unchecked . Already too 

many of the nationE most highly educated and skilled personnel have 

departed for New Zealand. 

Rather than concentrating on grandiose economic development 

schemes,for which viability has not definitely been established, 

there is a dire need to introduce a development programme designed 

at maximising employment opportunities within the group . It is 

imperative that special attention be focussed on the outer islands 

where the problem of population outflow is most crucial. At present 

Rarotonga itself is beset by problems resulting from the increasing 

influx of outer islanders. 

The present study has been designed prir.larily to give an 

overview of the whole migration process and its effects on the 

outer island of Mauke. Even without the substantive evidence 

which would have been forthcoming if accurate official demographic 
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data were available, sufficient evidence was procurable to outline 

some of the broader aspects of migration. 

The analysis centred on three main hypotheses and several ninor 

ones , all outlined in the final section of chapter one. In review a 

brief mention will be made of some of the more salient points emanating 

fron these . It was found that over the twenty seven year span in which 

Maukonr..s have been leaving their i sland that notable changes have 

occurred not only in the patterns of movement but also in the types 

of people migrating. The factor which has exerted the most profound 

effect on both of these aspects has been the role of kin relation

ships . Earlier migrants, who tended to be more youthful and possessed 

of' a more adventurous spirit, established themselves in New Zealand 

then began to remit money back to Mauke to pay the fares of relatives . 

Viith the increasing number of Naukeans in New Zealand the need for 

migrants to wo rk in Rarotong~ was then eliminated. This coupled 

with improvements in communications has resulted in Rarotonga assum-

ing an important role as a transit station. As this chain mig-

ration has gathered in momentun, the characteristics of migrants 

have changed with nore older and younger mi grants joining their 

families in New Zealand . The repercussions of a population displace

ment of such magnitude has been a devastating effect on the island's 

economy and on the attempts by the government t o initiate new develop

ment schemes . The apparent apathy of man,y of the older growers is 

compl;D@nt0d by a I!lapu group eagerly awaiting the day they too can 

oigrate. 

Fron the interviews conducted, there was a clear indication 

that most migrants did not really desire to leave their island but 



80 

~ere forced to do so primarily as a result of the lack of employment 

opportunities. Such opportunities are possible on Mauke for the 

island has enormous potential as a grower of certain agricultural 

crops . What is needed is a thor ough research prosrarnme and for 

the government or some other group ~ith the necessary expertise to 

take a positive lead in initi ally displaying t o the people that 

successful agricultural development is possible . If such soheoes a r e 

established then unquestionably many potential roigrants may well 

reverse their decision to leave. 
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MAUKE: VILLAGE POPULATIONS WITH INTERCENSAL 

INCREASE OF DECREASE 

T 0 T A L P 0 P U L A T I 0 N 

I 1961 1966 . 1971 1972 
, ~ I I 
I Fe- 1 i Fe- · i : Fe- ! • Fe- 1 I 
~Aales 1 males1 Toti Mal es males' Tot: 1ial esj malesi Tot Mal esl males Toti 
: : l ; I l I I : 

KI MIANGATAU 213 I 190 : 403! 156 ; 167 323 171 i' 197 368 155 1 185 340 - ·-· 1~ 

1

1
0IRETUMU I 201 1, 181 ; 3821 177 j 171 f 348 197 ~,_19 __ 8--1-1 3;:;..:9;..:;5-+--1-"9...::;..5-+-__ 1 __ 94"-+1~3.8 ....... 9 

! i I 1 I I I I 
I TOT~ 414 ! 371 1785; 333 l 338 I 671 368 395 ; 763! 350 ! 379 1729 

I 

I 
I 
I 

------ INCREl•SE/DECBEASE 1961 - 66 
I 

---- ·- - I NUMBERS I I PER,ENTAGE . -

Males Females i Tot Males Females! Tot - ----

IKIMIANGATAU 

IOIRETUMU 

1 - 57 - 23 -80 - 26 . 7E - 12.111 - 19 . 87 

-24 -10 i - 34 -11 . 9~ - 5 . 531 - 8 . 90 

: TOTAL1 
' I • • 

- 81 I - 33 :..114! -1 9 . 57 - 8 . ~J! -14 . 52 

I NUMBERS PERCENTAGE I NUMBERS 
:F'e- l ' F• I I ' Fe · 

Males mal esi Tot Males! mal es ;Tot . Malesj mal es 1Tot 
! I I 

KIH 1-1 5 +30 +45 + 9 . 61+17 . 9,+13 . 9 ± -28 I . - l-6 OIR +20 +27 +47 +11 . 21+15.7 !+13.5 
. I ! I 
I ' 

-1 8 -16 !-34 TOT +35 I +57 . +92 I +10 . 51 +16 . 8 :+13 .7 : 

Sources : 

Cook Island Popul a tion Census 1966 . 

PER ENTAGE j 
iFe 

Malesmale~ To 

d 

! I 
- 9 . 3 .»:-6 . o i-71 

- 1 0 0 I - 2 0 0 f1 •4 
-4- .8 j-4 . 0 .-4.41 

Cook Islends Statistical Bulletin Rar otonga 1973. 

1972 data from field survey . 
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APPENDIX B 

Mti.UKEAN BIRTHS 

BIRTHS 1917 - 1972 
·-·-~ ·--·· -- ·- -·-·-· ---· ~------ - - . -----· .. -- . _ .. _ ---· - ·-------------- . 

! ! TOTAL M F TOTAL -1917 12 15 27 1945 14 19 33 
1918 13 12 25 1946 16 15 31 
1919 5 14 19 1947 18 17 35 
1920 12 15 27 1948 21+ 15 39 
1921 11 5 16 1949 19 15 34 
1922 13 10 23 1950 24 11 35 
1923 12 6 18 1951 16 16 32 
1924 11 14 25 1952 21 16 37 
1925 12 5 17 1953 18 22 40 
1926 10 6 16 1954 20 15 35 
1927 20 6 26 1955 16 14 30 
1928 10 12 22 1956 18 22 40 
1929 13 4 17 1957 18 9 27 
1930 13 8 21 1958 22 17 39 
1931 12 10 22 1959 20 13 33 
1932 13 9 22 1960 15 19 34 
1933 11 13 21+ 1961 14 17 31 
1934 17 9 26 1962 18 15 33 
1935 12 5 17 1963 13 16 29 
1936 7 21 28 1964 17 15 32 
1937 19 15 34 1965 17 10 27 
1938 14 19 33 1966 13 11 24 
1939 18 16 34 1967 15 13 28 

1940 16 15 31 1968 17 13 30 
1941 20 22 42 1969 13 20 33 
1942 21 24 45 1970 16 16 32 
1943 16 25 41 1971 16 19 35 
1944- 21 13 34 1972 9 8 17 

- .,..,, _______ -·-- ---- ·----- ....... _ -··- .. --···--- - - .... - · - - -·- ----· . --·-- -·- -- ··· . 

Source: Register of Births, 

Adr.linistration Of f ice, Mauke. 
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MAU KEAN MORTALITY 

1917 - 1972 
...... .. --·· - ·- - - .. -- - ---- - .. .. -·· -. ·- -- ~- ... ----··-- ·---- - ·--

I 

INFANT OTHER TOTAL INFANT OTHER TOTAL l 
j 
I 

1917 9 17 26 : 1945 4 5 9 
I 

I I 
i t91 8 3 8 11 \ 1946 9 21 30 I 

I I I 

11947 I 1919 2 6 8 2 6 8 I 
j 1920 

I 
1 14 15 11948 3 6 9 I ' 1921 6 10 16 I 1949 2 13 15 

1922 2 10 12 i 1950 6 15 21 

1923 5 13 18 I 1951 4 10 14 

1924 7 4 11 1952 4 6 10 

1925 2 10 12 1953 3 5 8 

1926 1 11 12 1954- 6 4 10 

1927 4 8 12 I 1955 6 11 17 

1928 5 10 15 j 1956 1 13 14 

1929 15 15 1 1957 5 14 19 

1930 5 13 18 ! 1958 1 3 4 

1931 10 10 i 1959 3 5 8 

1932 6 6 
I 

i 1960 
i 

3 8 11 

1933 5 7 12 i 1961 1 2 3 

1934 1 8 9 ! 1962 1 4 5 

1935 4 5 9 i 1963 3 3 6 

1936 3 7 10 1 1964 2 1 3 

1937 5 3 8 l 1965 3 6 9 

1938 2 12 14 1 1966 1 4 5 

1939 3 5 8 . 1967 2 4 6 
I 

1940 3 3 6 l 1968 1 4 5 

1941 3 9 12 i 1969 3 2 5 
I 

1942 7 11 18 i 1970 1 2 3 

1943 3 14 17 ; 1971 3 6 9 

1944 3 4 7 ! 1972 
I 

1 3 4 
.. ----· -- ··-·- -· ·-- ··- - -- -- ·- -· - --- - ... __ .. ___ .. ·-· - .. - ·.--- - - · ·- . 

Scurce : Death Register Hauke 



APPENDIX D 

:M.AUKEAN MIGRATION SURVEY 

MAUKE AND RAROTONGA 

iHOUSEHOLD D.ATE OF INTERVIEW 

OUSEHOLD LOCATION 

iGENERAL C OMNENTS 

HH 

C1-3 

NO 

~ ~ ~~T~ C~~ 
C-5 C-6 C-7 C-8 

VILLAGE 

C4 

: ) I 

AGE OF HOUSE ; NO. OF ROOM~ I NO. OF OCCUPANTS · 

l 
CONSTRUC

: TION OF 
HOUSE 

c - 9 c - 10 I c - 11 
i 
i c - 12 

' OWNER- ! 
flsHIP oF I 
HOUSE I 

: c - 13 
! 

i I i I ' I House- House- '! 

0 4 · 1 1 One i 1 I Less than 3 ~· 1 f hold i 1 hold \1 i 
- yrs i j , I j Head , Head I I 

76 -100 
I I I 

1~_1_0_0_+~--~l~L~·~~S_ev_e_n __ ~~l 7._.....~~~~~---7._.._~~· · K_._. __ _,._7~~1C_h_u_r_c_h~l7._ 
- 1 1 : i 

I sl Eight 8 8 8 Govt. ls D.K. 
I '1 I I 
I 91 Eight i 9 I 91 9 Other 19 

I 1 , plus I I ! I ! I 
----------"""'---~~--~~---1---~----~--~·-.:.·---~----~i _,_ ____ _..1__,. 

~ Excluding kitchen and washrooDs 



iTENURE of 

I' HOUSE 
c - 14-

I E D U C A T I 0 N 
' 
!POST PRIMARY 
I c - 17 

S5 

LOCATION 
c - 1S 

I 
! 

!PRIM.lffiY 

I c - 15 

I LOCATION 
I c - 16 

' ' ' I 

RarotonBa LJ : 1 

I 
Leased I 1 

1
one yea~ 1 Mauke One zear 11 

I 2 
I ' Raro- ' i 

! 2 
New f 

I } 

Loaned !Two ; 2 ronga 2 I Two I Zealand ! 2 . j I 

f I i ! i I l 31 Freehold 3 iThree ; 3 Atiu 3 Three P-i· Atiu 
H'OiiSing ' ! Other ! 

. 4- I I Loan 
14-

I Four ! 4- Cooks 4- I Four ! 4- Fi.ii 
I I 

15 
Raro/ I I I \ 

I Other . 5 !Five 15 N.Z. 5 Five Fiji/NZ 5 , 
; 

I l I I i 
I 

Govt. 6 tSix ! 6 Tahiti 6 -I Six '6 Tahiti 6 i 
Freehold --!-- l CoBbin- I Atiu/ t 
After HL 7 Seven i 7 ation 7 I Seven 11 I Raro 7 1 
N.Z. I I ! ! I ! 
Savin~ Is Eight Is s ! Eight I s ; NA tS NA 

! ! Else- ! I ! ! I I ' ! i ; 

' ;_D_.K_ . ___ , .._9_+-19_ P_l_u_s_,._.9 __ ,,_h_e_re __ 19 ___ 9_Plus 9 I Other 
! 9 · 

~T E R E 0 RA 
I 

COLLEGE STUDENTS 
\·~D~URA=-:---_~~~-A~C~C~O~-~-------: ~FU"='='TURE~---~·~~~O~C~C~U~-~·~-.,..l ~--~--~~ 

llTION MODATION j INTENTIONS PATION I INCOilIB 
_c_-1 __ 9 _______ c_-2_0 ____ ..,.1 __ c_-2_1 __ ,~. c-22 . _J c-23 __ _ 
I ' !Return I ! 
1-0_n_e __ yr_. __ 1_~ __ P_a_re.,..,n-t_s __ ~ 1 j Mauk~ JJ_! Planter I 1 $0-99 11 

, ; Brother/ : Renain ' i I I 
1
_Tw_•_o __ __,,,;_2_,_: _s_i_st_e_r_. _ __..._2~:1-R_a_r_o___ i-3_.LDoriesticl 2 $100-199 l 2 

!, I Uncle/ ! Go t o I 1 : 

; 3 ! Aunt 13 i N .z. ! 3 I .Acl.min . ! 3 I $200-399 ! 3 
i--~--~-!--~!. -G-ra_n_d~-~~----.,-G~o---e_l_s_e_---r--i I I I 
Four 14 ' parents · 4- I where I 4 1 Heal th 4- I $400-599 ' 4-

Three 

i Feeding '1 Un-dee- ! l ' 

1
1_F_i_v_e ___ -+!_5 __ P.,...ar,....e_n_t,_s __ +-5----.~i_d_e_d __ c_ I 5 Teac~~!" 15 $600-799 5 ._J 

! Other I Public 1 
1_S_ix ___ .... 4

1

_6_, Relatives 6 _ D.K. -~. I 6_.+}Y_9rks . i 6 $800-999 1 6 -r- I i $1000-
1 N .A. 4.liBoardin~ J.L...l

1

7 N .A. IJ __ j}J}_ric. tli 7 $1199 7 

I 
I I I t r Factory i $1 200-
; 8 I Other l S 1 j ! Store I 8 1 1499 1 8 

,~--~--1 --:~~~~~1·--lj~~~~~."---r~·~ , I 
____ ...... • ... 9--'; N;.,_•=A-.'------·...::.9'-----~-·~---· _O!!_ler 

1 
9 : $1500 + : 9 I 
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jCOWiPOSITIOJ\T . HOURS V!ORKED I LAND ENTIT- PLOT li CUL~~AATED I 
,H.H. INCOME I PER DAY LEMEl\!T USER = 1 

C-24- 1· C-25 C-26 C- 27 ; C-28 I -R-e-gu_l,_a_r ____________ ,l_ ------..i--·--H-.H. I IIn last 12 

V!ages ! 1 I 1 - 5 ; 1 1 plot 1 I Head 
1
1 1 jl Months --l. 

_C_a ..... sh_l_a_b---+-l --1-1--------, -1---"'---+--~ Wife/ ; In- ----J i 
ouring I 2 6 l 2 ' 2 2 Mother ! 2 creased 1 ! 
----------!-----~---------------i-------------~--------~ Cash l ; De- ~ 
C ~-n~LI?..___:~· 3...__..~~]_~_...3_~__.3,__ __ ~-........-3-i---.F_a_th_e_r __ ~l~3.;-cre __ a_s_e_d ____ ~._ 
Wages & ! Bro- No 
Cropping ! 4- 8 4- 4 4 ther 4- change 3 
Handi- ! I 
craft I 5 9 . 5 5 5 Son 5 N .A. 4 I 
Dual l I Un- I i 
_I,_nc_o_m_e __ _,j,_6_,i--__ _,9._+ _ _,!,__6 ___ 6 __ ~-i--·§ . tended I 6 

1 
~ ! 

~~~:- i 7 N.A. f 7 7 ~ Fam;1v 171 l 1 
-O-th_e_r----,-8-1------~-;-j .... 8-+---8'-+--·--- I 8 i'-~~-----1-: 
----------- ---......-------------1- -.,,_,.._...,..,. 

! ' ~ Care- I l ' · 
_N ..... A--'-·---'-' -~9_, __ _____ 1_.9 ___ N_o_n_e __ i 9 i __ ,_ ,~aker ; 9 : ' 

I REASON FOR : REASON FOR , REASON--.-~· 1'fil:I\LY-FOOD 
! INCREASE ! DECREASE i' NO CHANGE 

1 
EXPENDITURE t , 

I C-20 1 C-30 ... . C-31 . i _ _ _9 -3 2 -+-----

'

Earn · ! Lack , ····nack ~ i 

Ca sh ~ 1 I l_abour ·--fJ.4_.g~...El!ill -+4- Under.!:!....~--- 1 1 I Inc:eased j j Employed I I Subsis- 1 l I 
!
I family __ j _ _? __ L elsevi:ti-~re ·+4- j;~.1!~_!'_1 - · ·t .?L ____ J1.:,3 ___ -r_?~- ; 

f-Tew ! r Ill I 2 I Lack I : I 

l i!~~=sed 1 3 1, ~=~~th --+T~{~~~~r ;)ti" -~4-6 __ t.L __ 
I labour -~J-~-- "~ :Mo21ey ~- 4 I ~.e!ing;_ It_ __ ., ~7 :~"~ 2±-__ 
i Vill Comm I I Family 1 Pa rt . 
; Rec i 5 ! in _ :N· . Z . ~ 5 ! tim~ ~-----1..2.L $11 -1 ~---L-~-~--
i Increased i I Lack of t i Wage t ! I 
!Returns. _ __ J.L+ iE.~.~~ 6 j l_a~~ip_g~J§~·~,---A 815-20 --f_..L __ 
l I ..., I , ; La ck of I l ; 
! N.A. , _/ 7 I N.A. __ ._L~~~mm-~-.ll_j__ $20 •-•~L-
; 1 I : Family I : i 
I I . I I ' ! 8 ~-· _ 8 I DisE:1te _J_~; ____ N_.A_. ___ · _8 __ _ 
• I ' I 

_LLl_ ______ ._2-~--· -~--Ji'.__~... 9 
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:Af.Jl'TUAL AGRIC CASH * Ii CITRUS * ---CI-T-RU_ S_::r;: ___ OTHER ;;: 

jEXPENDITURE CROP PROD . PROD (Bags) '. RETURNS ! CROPS 

!
1 C-33 C-34- l C-22~---, -i-f:.36 ' It ~C--37 

I ' : i 
1 $ 0 - .· 1 j Citrus 1 1 i 0 j-1..._ _[ :!j 0 ! 1 ~ 0 1 i ' l I I • I r 

i o - 4 I 2l ~~:!~!~ j3 I o _ 20 __ J,, __ P ..£:!2+2-i -$ o-1 o : 2 

I $ 9 -1.Q.-j-l.j~~on 1~ 21- 30 __ _ ]~-20 
1 

3 1 $11-15 I 3 

i :1 1 ~5 j 41 ?i~~~r- 4 I 31- !rO 4 I $21-30 4 $16-20 14 

I 16-20 5 melon 5 4-1 -50 5 I $31-50 5I i21 -30 ! 5 l 
l - ,- Vege - ·---.,- . --~ 

I !'21 -25 -tl tables 6 51- 60 6 : *51-70 I 6 : 3

5

1

1

.--?5.0

5

_i .. ··_
7

6 

_'t_2_6_-5_0 __ ~~ o ra 7 61 - J'.9_ __ ]-i_:ill:-_1_0_0i-7'"'-4-_..i;..:;;.. !:> .,_...;..~ _ 

)50 + ~e '8 _ _71_2oo ____ T!)_4.~1ooc~+ -P_6-1g_oµ_j 

N .A. -·--2~2-~A~--. l 9 1 00_±_ - --~1 ... J __ j 20.Q_ + l ;z . ] 1Q.O + ! 9 I 

-----·-·- ·---~-.. ---PIGS 
tPER H. H. RELIGION OVERSEAS TRAVEL "REASON FOR TRAVEL 

--t---c_-4-..... 1_ C-38 \ C-39 l -_ C-±P 
1 : • Never left 

0 - 5 __ _+.!.l... C. I. C ~.9-· --i-1-~_uke --} 1 EmEloyment ; 1 
~ I ,.., t ! ; ! Education/ : i 
L§._-1 0 I 2 ~-13-. C • ! 2 ~ Maka_~ _ L 2__J_,J_;-aining_ _ i 2 ! 
~ I ., ' I . r I Finance ( f 
: 11 .:..15 ---+l,-.1:~~9,.!_ ___ 

1
l1J. ~1'ahi i:_i·---~ __ ~.l.J...B~- - · t 3 ! 

l I ' t I ! Contract -n 
I ~ e::: I ' I I I . I 
~ -20 --!Jt-_l.. S.:D.A . 1.4- i Rarot_siE.f;;.e._ ___ -fL.J L~b~ur 1 ~ 
i I ! I I I VJ.SJ. t ' I 
i 21 -25 rLl- Other _ -1-5 i NeJ'_ Zealand~·-+2-j- Relatives _-i-2-J 
i I . . I . i I 

26 50 i 6 ! ---4 1 Fiji I 6 Trin i 6 I t - i-- :-- _I-~. -~-- ---... -----·i--r--:.:_-~----..,-~ 
l I l . • I 

I 50 + l 7 ; j l Australia I 7 Business \ .zJ 
i 1 r ,-·--r--Comhlna tion . 1-1 :· 8 I 
I
L; _NA 1:_§J,~-----+ j ~Z/F ~l··---~4--~-~dical +.? . 

, i , haka tea i 1 1 I 
------~J_,,'._· --~~-- - · ! ; R/NZ ; 9 \ NA : 9 

~ All refer to the previous t~elve months 
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'

DURATION . FREQUENCY OF CON- CONTACT KIN MOST FREQ I FREQ 
OF STAY ; TACT WITH KIN R/M KIN IN NZ CONTACTED 1 MONEY RCD · 

C-42 i C-43 C-44 C-45 I C-46 : 
1~1,._.;;.--..,;,.3--11-----...;;_..-;.. _______ : --;..!· --E~a~ch"-'-b-o-a~t/.....-1\i--~-'-"----. --11,__.;;._.._~ 

months 11 Each boat i!J.iJl..~E~-1 Parents l 1 Monthly _1_l 
3 - 6 ; ! Every , I 1 I Three 1 
months ' 21 three months j ~ 3 monthly; 2 Son 1 2 Monthly 2 i 
6 months 1 • 1 1 i -----+--+-s""'ix,____,'"f--;f 

.::.J.... year i 3' Six mon ~--+I ..:::~-1-6.;:....;.m::.:o;.;;.;n;;.;;t;;;:hl.y::it..,; ...:::3;..i-~D:::;;au;:.i:lR~h;..;t;.;;.e;;;..r_+-i::3+..:M:;;.. o;;.:;n~t-h;;;:ll~ v3"'-+i 
1 1 • I Once ! Son - I 

1 - 2yrs ! 4 Once yearly 4 Yearly 1 4 Daughter · 4 Yearly 4 i 
I In- In- ; Br other/ On l 

2 - 4 " 15 frequently ~ frequently! 5 Sister 5 Request 5 · 

i Uncle 
10 yrs + 7 No kin 7 Never ! 7 Aunt 7 7 

1------------------·-----...-.----·--~--1~----crrancr=--

N.A. 8 N .A. 8 N . A. I 8 _par_e_nt_s ____ 8 ______ . __ s_ 
,------+, -+--------------+, -+-----~--~,---. 

1 9! I 9 1 9 i Other . 9 

jAMOUNl' 

I REMITTED 
C-47 

$ 0-10 --
'.))11-25 

'626- 50 

,~51-1 00 

1$101-200 

t200 

None 

I 

RELATIVE SENT 
! TO I FROM 
. C-48 
i 

I I 
j 1 i Parent 

2 Son 

3' Daughter 
Son a nd 

4 Daughter 
Br other/ 

5 Sister 
Uncle/ 

6 Aunt 

7 Girlfriend 
I Grand-
Is parents 

l 
19 , NA 

PURPOSE 
MONEY SENT 

C-49 

CHURCH DON
ATION TIKLY 

c 50 - i 

CHURCH DO~. 
Yli'~Y I 

C 51 I -I Housing 1 I I 50 cents)-
I 1 materials i 1 ! . 5 cents 1 ~1 1 
I I Educ- I i I 2! ation 1 2110 cents 2 ~2 2 
I I 
j 31 Food 13: 1 0- 20 c~nts 3 S3 3 
I I l I 

4 l General i 4120-50 cents 4 $4 4 
! I 5! Gift 5150- t 1 5 ]5 15 
I ' !6 6iNA : 6 I ~1 + 6 ~6 
! Gere- ! 7 I I 

N. A. 7 :B7 ! 7 17,mony 
·~ : ! 11'eeding ! 

I 81 !s l 8· child I I 8 t7 + 

1 
! I . i 
I 

I I I . 9 · Other ......-~·~9_, _______ ~-9~1_N_A ___ ~ 
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REASON FOR DESTIIB TO 1 PR.OPOSED ! 
I 

: I 
\:lANTING TO GO TO fJZ ; DU'IU'.TIO N ' ' I 

LEA VE Ml.UKE I !RAROTONGA : DURJ'.TION I N R!...R.O 
C-52 I C- 53 C- 54 ! C-55 

No desire i 1 I Def' in- I t 
t o leave itelv 1 1-3 mths . 1 N.A. I 1 
Lack f Poss - i Jobs 2 i bly 2 3 - 6 mths . 2 1-3 months 2 
Lack Not int- 6mths . - I 
Money 3 er est ed 3 1 year 3 3 - 6 II 3 
Lack 

41 
6 months -

14 Recreation l+ 1 year+ 1 year 
Join 
Kin 5 D.K. 5 1 - 2 year s 5 

Flight 
Education 6 c onnection 6 2 - 3 years 6 
Responsib- Indef'in-
ili ty t o aged 7 itelv - 7 3 - 4 years 7 
Housing 

81 Material 8 4 - 5 years 8 
I I I ! ! I I I ! t I ! .Ot her 9 . 9 5_.J.:ears + 9 

INITIAL INITif.L EN.PLOYME'"'"'N=-T- ;· 
:R.ARO 

EMPLOYMENT N.Z . 
ACCOM. ACCOM . 
RJ..RO N.Z. 
___ c -.... 5_6 ___ ,--____ ,_c..,...-.... 5 ...... 7 _ _ ,..----1 c - 58 I ~---C-59 ____ --+ 

Live I ndep.- Wld not/ 1 I 
_______ ...,.! _1 .... __ e_nd_e_n_t_l.....,..__,... _1 __ n_ot _ _::-k~___J,__1_ Will not >Vork j 1 

Parents i : Independ- l 
----~--r----t-2-1_-..0_ff_sp.._ri7s 1_£1 en~ 2 _ Inde t . a rr"d . 

Broth~er ' Br other i Brother 
Sister 3 Sister 3 Sister j Sist er 3 
Uncle/ -- Uncle· Brother 

1 
- · Brother/ 

I.Aunt 4 Aunt 4 Si~~er .. .+-4 Siste r I 4 
, Uncle/ "™1 l _ _ U_,n_c_l_e-r-----+-------t 

Cousi n 51 Cousin 5 .h•mt \~Aunt 
Grand- _j ,--Grand- --j- ···-

par ent s i_._~ents _6 ~sin ·~J 6 2~._s_i_n ____ t_6 __ -+--t. 
Maukea•n I r,1aukean · 1 
friend!!.__J 7 fri ends 7 D.K. I 7 D.K. i 7 I 

I 1 Maukeam ·-f!'.aUk,,._e_an----+i------+I 

.... o_t_h_e_r ___ -i~ Oth_e_r~---+-8-+
1

_f_r_ie_n_d_ '8 friend -+--8 _ _ l 
! N . A. __ ' 9__,_; _N __ .A_. __ .J_2.L__ N .A • .. _ ..... 1_9_.____r;"""'! ._A .... - ·---"""I _9 ___ _ 

2 

5 



11.CCOMPtICES 
iRARO 
! c-60 ! 

' 

ACCOMPI,ICES 
N.Z. 

c--61 

! FINANCE FOR 

C- 62 

I PROVISION FOR 
i DEPENDENTS 

c-63 

90 

I !: Fi.RE N.Z. 
I I 

Wife/ ' I i 

kl ife 
1 

i 1 Stay '7 i th >Vife~ I Husband 1 Own Savings l 1 -1- ' i 

I I 
i '1 N. Z. l 

Stal!'. "ith f'amiJy ~ !Parent 2 I Parent '. 2 Relative 2 
. -----i ~· . 

!Son/ I I 
1i1lld go to !3 . 

I 
·-H-Son_ ~ 31. WoJ;']5:_.}E..].2:E2 3 I Dau~hte_r 

;Nuclea r -+ lf'amily 4 1 Dau~hter l 11- N . Ji. • 4 N.A. 
Brother/ ! -· 

I 
!Brother i:; Sister 5 Govt . 5 I -' 

Gra nd-
-.-_,, . 

I I Sister 6 child 6 D. K. 6 

Friend 7 Friend 7 

jwo 8 8 one No one 

I ! ' I i l I i I . ...,.N'"".A~. ------L 9 N. A. . 91 

i VIE W S ON MIGRATION ( I REASONS 

I PEOPLE 
1LEAVING MAUKE 

c-64 

REJLSONS POSS. GOVT .~~ESIRE TO RETURN 
PEOPLE I MEJ~SURES TO MAUKE 
REJl'IAINING l 

~ c - 65 I c.~66 l c-67 
i Earning I 

Education f 1 I Suf'fic i ent 14 Create l Look after I 
Employment . 2 Kin ~ MorG Ai 
Increase Lack of j Sub~idi 
Earnings 1 3 Money ~~}'J.C . 
Enter-

1
. ~eluctant I Devel 

i tainment ±_j leave lds 41 PEoj_~~ 
1 ti I No 
IJoin Kin 5 I Too old 5 l ~e sponse 

Jobs~~es : 1 
! 

d 2 N.D. : 2 
--r-

se I 

3 r-J . A. i 3 
For I 

8 4 Trip only 4 - .-.... -
15 

I 

! 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' 
I 
L 

Job Enter- Car efree Legis- 1 
tainment 6 i lif'e 61 late ! I 

• fi5~efor --iiliave jobs 71 DC -12-1 I 

_j_ -, 
i ' 
i6 - . 

Lack of' I i Housing Est 
1 
! R l -1-4 

~--+~+_}oa.E___~+-8 ~-~h Scho2]. i 8- -~~----- ·~~--i,·~ 
l~~her 1 9; .~~-~·-!_9 __ 1 ~-~~-----~ 



91 

' ' PERCEPTION 0 F N E W ZEALAND l 
' 

EXPECTED · WAGE EXPECT- ' HOURLY v.'ORK MATERIAL 
1 OCCUP NZ ATION PER WK EXPECTJ.TION PROPERTIF.S ; 

c-68 c-69 I C-70 C-71 I , i 

Labourer 1 .~10 - 20 1 5 hours 1 House 1 
Freezing 
Vlorker 2 21 - 30 2 6 II 2 Furniture 2 

Motcr 
Laundr.v 3 31 - 40 3 7 II 3 Vehicle 3 

T.V./ 
Gas Works 4 41 - 50 4 8 II 4 Radio 4 
Profess-
ional 5 51 - 60 5 9 II 5 Truck 5 
Carpen-
ter 6 61 - 70 6 10 II 6 Tractors 6 

Ref rig-
Mechani c 7 71 - 80 7 11 II 7 era tor 7 

Other 8 81 + 8 12 II 8 Clothing 8 

. N.A. . 9 j D.K. 
I 

9 j D.K • 19 
i 
l D.K. . 9 . 

AWAR ENESS OF WELFARE A SSIST ANCE 
j 

t 
I 

FAMIJ.JIES UNEMPLOYED I SICKNESS I HOUSING 
C-72 C-73 

I 

C-74 C-75 

I 1 
i 

Yes 1 Yes Yes 1 Yes 1 

No 2 No 12 No 2 No 2 ··-
DK 3 DK i~DK 3 DK 3 

I 
-~ ... 

I 
I 

. t J I I 14 :ti . • A. 4 N.1 .. 4 I N . A. I 4 I 

!ELIGIBILITY FOR 
:VOTING IN N.Z. ! ASSISTJ.NCE 

C-76 C-77 
! 

C-78 
. 

- I 

I I I 1 

Yes 1 Traffic 1 Kin I 1 

I PERCIEVED PROBLEMS . SOUR.CE OF 

No 2 Finding '7ay 2 Ma~ean~-- 2 

I DK 3 _Em12loymen_!_ _ --~ -· 3 Other_Q_<;>ok Is's 3 ! 

I 1 

I 
~ . J· • 4 Nev; life style 4 Church 4 ! 

Climate 5 Police 5 ·-
I 

i Language 6 Other 6 
I 

I Motor accidents 7 N.A. 7 

I Accomodation 8 8 - - - --- ·- - -
None ,9 I ~.-: i I --- -
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GE?J.ERAL HOUSEHOLD INFORMATION I 
• 

1 Relation to Household Head 

2 Sex . 
3 Age 

l+ Mar:·tal Status 

5 Religion 

6 Birthplace 

7 Occupation 

8 Level of Education 

9 Present Residence 

1 0 Been Overseas 

11 Number of Times 

12 Where to 

13 V!hen 

14. How l ong 

15 Why 

, 16, Reason for Return ~ 

HOUSEHOLD MEM B ERS OV ERSE A S 

1 
I 

Relation t c Household Head 

2 Sex 

3 Age 

l+ Marital Status 

5 Reli gion 

6 Birthplace 

7 Present Address 

8 Maukean Occupation -
9 Present Occupa tio;:: 

10 Level of Education - --
11 Year l eft Mauke 

12 Number times Retur ned 

13 Duration in Raro 

14 Occupation in Rar o -
15 Reason for leaving Mauke 

I 

16 ! 
I 



APPENDIX E 

~lAUKEAN YOUTH MIGRATION SCHEDULE 

September 1972 No ••• 
Village 

93 

... 
Naoe • •.•.. . .•••••. Age .... Sex..... Occupation ••••••••••••••••• 
Level of Education Been Overseas Possessions Incone r.ror:{ 

yrs per day 

Prinary . . . . . . . . . . 
Secondary ••••••••• 

Where •• • • • •• 
When ••••••••• 

N.:otor cycle •• $ ••• p . a . 
Bicy.cle • •• •• • 

........ 
Duration ••••• Canoe ........ Land: No Plots 

Radio •••••••• 
C /R 

•• ••• •••••••••• ass . ~ ec ••• 
Why do you think young people are leaving the island? • •••••••• • ••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Would/Have you ever considered leaving Mauke? •••••••••• ••• ••••••• 

Vley • ••••••••••••••••••• • •• 
Where would you go ••• ••• •• •• •• • ••••• • •••• 

What is at present preventing you from leaving? ••••••••••••••••••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Have you any relatives in Rarotonga? •••••• Who ••• • ••••• • •••••• • •••• 

11 
u " " " N. Z. • ••••• Who • ••••••••.• • • • • • • • • • • 

How often do they write t o you: Rarotongan •• •••••• ••• •• • • ••••• •• •• 
Ne~ Zealand •. ... ....... • ......•.••. 

Do they send you noney or gifts? ••••• Specif'y ••••• •• •••••••••••• 
ghat do the N. Z. relatives tell you of (a) entertainment 

(b) jobs 
(c) accooodation 

What other things do they tell you of in their letters? •••••• ••• •• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Have they ever asked you to cone t o N.Z • •••• • ••• 
Did they offer to pay your fare? ••• ••• ••• •••••• • 
Have they offered t o find you a job? •••••• ••••• •• 

If you leave, hou long will y ou stay in Rarot onga? •••••••••••••••• 
With whom would you stay? •••••••••••••••••• 
Uould you work in Rarotonga? •••••••• •••••• • 

What is needed on Mauke to flalce people stay on the island? •••••••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Do you think that young people have enough say in the affairs of the 
c oru:iuni ty? ....•....•................ .... .... . ..... . .............•• 

Why are the young people (a) 

(b) 

( c) 

not interested in working on the land 
and growing cash crops •••••••••••••• 
reluct ant t o organise any entertainoent 
~or the~selves •••••••••••••••••••••• 
spendine a gr eat proportion of their 
tifile dririki11g •• • .......•... .. •. .. .•• 

What effects do you think migration is having on the island? ••••••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Can anyt hing be done t o stop so ~any people l eaving the island? •••• 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • e 

If you went t o N. Z. what type of job would you expect to ge t? •• •• •• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
What wage would you expect a week? •••••••••••••• 
How many hours a day would you expect t o work? ••••••••••••• 
What things would you nost want t o buy in N.Z. •••••••••••••• • ••••• 
What problens VTould you expect t o face on arrival ••••• •••• •••••• • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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APPENDIX F. 

M.AUICEAN MIGRATION SURVEY 

PORIR.UA EAST 

HOUSEHOLD DATE OF INTERVIEW I 
HOUSEHOLD LOCATION__________ C-1 - 23 f C-4 

l GENERAL COM~.iENTS HH NO I RESPOND"'NT No l 
!---~--~-~---~~--~~----~------~----~~ 

S U B J E C T 

RELIGION AGE 
c 5 

I 1 5~19 ! 
I 

1 

I C-

' 
Male 

8 C- 7 
~ I c -

I 1 f 1 Narried wi~I.c .c . 
Spouse in NZ i 

20- 24- 2 Fer:iale 2 W.arried with 12 Rol!lB.n Catholic 2 
Spouse in Haukei 

25- 29 3 I Marri ed -..i th 13 Presbytarian 3 
I Spouse in I i other Cooks I 

30-34 4 Single ~ .. Seventh Da,y: J~d . --J±. 
35-39 5 idow 

j 

15 Latter Day Saints 5 

l+0-49 6: ••• 1Divorced 
I 

16 Other 6 

71 b 150- 59 ! ' Other 

60- 64 sl i -- ' I I I I 
:~_!-2..J_ ____ _ ~--:~ ·---

: 

I I RELATION 
lTO HHH 

VIJJLAGE OF TENURE OF 1 NO . OF 
C- 9 I ORIGINC -1 1 J D~~}~NG I R8Q¥§ ___ ,_ ...__.__ I 

I I , • ' 

-H~ea.:;:.d~~1 __ '.'-'1_ia_t;;;;lk:;;.;;e;.__ _ _ ,....._1i...t-I ~K~i;;;;;n _.=.iru=_ l;!,ea t@_~J.LE.Jj._y_a te _l_J_ _ __ _!_ ...:!_. 
Wife 2 l 'Rar otonaa ; 2 1 Ngatiarua 2T-R~nted 2 2 2 
Son ; I Ati u_ --3-i-_--A""'r""'e-"o..-.rn.='--"'--__ --._, __ 3-4-1' --'-F.;..;.l..;.;a:t::::_~~3:::::::3:::3..,. 

4 Oireturnu 4 ~:_: __ .:_ _ _ 4...._ ___ 4.._.-.4,.... 

_ __ _,.1~--!~~a~n,l.P-~a~i~a-~-~5;;..+-----~------+- ~-~P~o_o~l_,.. __ +-5'-1-----~5"-+-~5-.. 
Other Boa.rel mg 

6 
Cooks Houee 6 6 

--~-+ - I 

-1- ! ~;1t_i ___ 1 --:...~..i-~-----~ =·--+-..,O-th_e_r ___ 7 ____ :~:-:_ 
I I Else- l I 'orer e i 9 
, ______ !~_!w_h_e __ r_e __ ~_1 __ 9_; __ ~----~·~--l -' --~~-------·------
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t NO .OCCUPANT 
4 C-1 

LEVEL OF 
EDUCATION I 

PLfl.CE OF HIGH
"RST EDUCATTON P--16 ..._ 

I OCCUPATION 
c 17 ! -

C-1 5 i '11 0-4yrs I I Under 3 t 1 1 ' Priuary : 
4- 8yrs - I 

4 2 Primary · 2 
1- 2yrs 

Atiu 2 2 
·-·· 

5 3 Junior Hi Rh 3 Aitutaki 3 3 .. . 
1-2yrs 

6 4 _H:ijrh .§_i;:hool 4 Tereora 4 4 
Schoel 

... ,,,. ___ .. 
, .~- 7 5 Cert 5 Rar oto!!Ba T .C. 5 5 

8 6 U. E. 6 NZ P. P. 6 6 
Dip . 

I 

9 7 Tea chin~ 7 NZ Higher 7 7 I 
I Univer-I 
I 
; 10 8 sit:v 8 Other 8 8 
I 

I i 1 O+ 91 Other I 9 I 9 I 9 I I - -

I I NCm.IE___Q1 8 ___ f.JL]_J I 0 U S 0 C C U P A T I O N S 

I I . MAUKE c1 9 RA'ROTONGA NZ i ~W<ATF...A c-2 
I I i ---- . C-20 C-21 I I ' • : 

lll:.Q_ -1 . 2 J 1 I Adrn.?1!!..--~-A_cltl_._in_. _______ 1-1 __ P_h_o_s._h_a_t_e-t-t1 

I~ . ]j_.2 -~ ~- 2 Te:£he£.____-+-2-+-'.T~e-a_c_h_e_r~~~~-t-~2·-+-------+-2~ 
t . _, 3 ~1.5 -1 . 75 3 Fruit Contr ol 3 

~------------------------~ 
3 

cti1.75-2 .0 4 !.. ric. E:x. 4 Health 4 

~2 .0 - 2. 5 5 Health 5 Labour er 5 ---
t2. ~ -3 . 0 6 ·+-"P_l_a_n,_t_er ___ t---+--6 ' 6 _______ ... _ 

7 ' 7 ________ .. ,. ~3 . 0 -3 . 5 17 -t Publ._ic_11._rk_s_. __ 

[ ~3 . 5 - 5 . 0---1-§..-j st~rekeeper 8 

!'1)4.0 + 19 I Other ___ 19 , Other 

- I s ---'----i.--.1----
- . 91 



3. 

MIGRA TORY PATTERNS 

YEAR LEFT DURATif)N I ARRIVL.L RE ·' SON" TRliNS-
i 

.. 
I I 

MAUKE RJl..ROTONGA NZ LEFT MJ .. UKE PORT 
C-23 C-24 C-25 C-26 C-27 

-Not Lppli- Less than I I I 

cable ~ 1 no nth 1 1945-50 1 Jcin sp ouse 1 Air NZ 1 

l 2' 
~f:aui 

Pre 1950 1-2 mths. 2 1950- 55 2 Pr epd. fa.re 2 Poma.re 2 
Moana 

1950-55 3 3-6 mths. 3 1955-60 3 No job 3 Roa 3 
Nara-

1955-60 4 6-12CTths • 4 1960-65 4 No leisure 4 posa. 4 
Fa.oily Monte-

1960-65 5 1-2 yrs. 5 1965-69 5 dispute 5 ray 5 
Money f or Nth 

1965-70 6 3-5 yrs. 6 1970 6 house 6 Star 6 
NZ Air 

1971 7 5-10 yrs. 7 1971 7 Join kin 7 Force 7 

1972 8 10 vrs. + 8 1972 8 8 Other 8 
I i 

I 
' I I 

' l ' 11973 .9 I 9 1973 9 , Other , 9 I 

SOURCE OF Fl'JIB C-28 
l 

SPECIFIC RELATIVE(IF PREPAID)C-25 ! 
Own savings ~ 1 ; i 6 ::~nt 11 I 6 : ~ 

Prepaid by NZ 
I ; 
! 21 kin 7 Da2:1.e_~~ 2 r 7 

Combination 131 8 

I Other ·-

____ _L -E~-~t~ 3 
. 4! 

4-:-n_clejJ:.unt-t-1t- ~ 9 

ls 1 
' : Cousin . ! 5 t ! 

' 
I DURATION ACCO~"PLICES INIT.l'.L ACC OYODJTION NZ l • i J . l. 

IRAROTONGA 

I 

C-30 r C-31 C-32 
! 

C-331 C-34 NZ TOWN I REL. . ' l ' ! 
·==-

l 

i i 1 
I 

I 1 1 ! 1 I =!j -
!2 '·2 r 2 ::: 

·' 

13 
-- I r 

_________ .. ___ 
3 

I 
'3 '\ I 3 ------ ... .,.. ___ 

-='-!--

k+-· 4 l1- - 4 4 

tt 5 c:::; h 5 ----- .,I - _, 

6 6! 6 '6 

7 l 7 7 7 ··- L . 
i 8 I 18 l , Si :B_j I 8 l -



PREVIOUS RESIDENCES NZ 
-

4. 
97 

: ARR.ANGEI : 
I 

AUCKLAND C-35 OUTSIDE AKLD C-36 WGTN C-37 i JOB C38 i BY C-39 I I 

1 1 r 1 I ; 1 i 1 
r I~ ' 

2 2 2 2 

3 3 3 3 3 

4- 4 4 4 4 

5 5 5 5 5 

6 6 6 6 6 

7 7 7 7 7 

8 8 1 8 . 8 8 
-

; 9 I 
-- ~-

19 9 ' 19 ; ! 9 

' C 0 N T 1.. C T WI TH KIN I N MAU KE 

' r ' FREQUENCY ; WHICH KIN I OFFER OF [ TO WHICH 
C-40 

i 1 I 
C-41 FflRE TO NZ _~f "IIBLATIVE C-43 

! 1 

I 
Yes 

2-t -

2 No 

3 3 
·~ -~ 

±._ 4 ·----- -...·.- -

5 5 

6 6 

I ·. _J 71= 
t----·-jt\-·----·--. .§_ . -
I 9 · · 9 ; --- -

!MONEY TO 
KIN C-44 

TO WHOM 
C-1+5 

;FREQUENCY 
t C-46 
l 

! 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
8 -

19 

" 

--

REASON 
C-47 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 ---
9 

' ' 

Ye s ;1 I l 1 ' ---~----1-.,1-----~' ..... 1_ -----·--~ ----t-
No 12 ~ '1· 2 ' 2 2 

f-----.-f-~-- - s_ -_------!-~ --~~ 
I l ~~ -----1-5"--1---~~-+-5--1 

1---1~ +-~~------1'_6 ____ 6 
_____ ! i _ 17 I ___ '·L-.----~7_, 



( 

DO KI N RE QUEST 1 i 
AMOUNT SENT C-48 !WHICH KIN C-50 I HOW OFTE 

MOJS!EY C-!+.9 
' I N C-51 

I CB . I 
1 ; 1 . : 1 I 

I 2 i 2 --.-----=--1 21 

3 1 3 I 31 ·---=.....-- ,, 

4 4 41 .... ~-

51 5 5._ ·- ~----~·- -

. 6 6 

----=----1~ 
~ ·- --· 

~~ 7 7 
8 8 

I 

"REASON POR EJST DESIRE TO RE-I IS REQUEST cm~· · BREAK IN .l - I - . ·l. - . 
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