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Abstract

This thesis explores the languages of Native pdliciNew Zealand’s General
Assembly from 1858 to 1862. It argues, aligninghwiihe scholarship of Peter
Mandler and Duncan Bell, that a stadial discounggch understood history as a
progression from savage or barbarian states tcetldcivility, was the main
paradigm in this period. Other discourses haveivedeattention in New Zealand
historiography, namely Locke and Vattel's labourdty of land and Wakefield's
theory of systematic colonization; but some tradisi have not been closely
examined, including mid-Victorian Saxonism, the IB2an common law tradition,
and the French discourse concerning national ctearachis thesis seeks to
delineate these intellectual contexts that werén lEairopean and British, with
reference to Imperial and colonial contexts. Thesth comprises a close reading
of parliamentary addresses by C. W. Richmond, JFiEGerald and Henry
Sewell.
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Abbreviations

AJHR Appendices to the Journals of the House pfdRentatives

DNZB Dictionary of New Zealand Biographwll of these biographies
have been accessed from http://www.dnzb.govt.ngdated 22
June 2007.

HR House of Representatives

LC Legislative Council

n. Footnote reference, usually being a referenteeé@ccompanying
text as well

[n.d.] A publication/document with no date

NZPD New Zealand Parliamentary Debates

ATL Alexander Turnbull Library.
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Notes on Style
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