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ii. 

ABSTRACT 

The minority Polynesian community examined in this 

thesis required mor e than those research techniques familiar to 

students of mi grant gr oups. Specific interviewing difficulties 

and solutions to these are proposed for interviewing Tongans. 

Sueges tions to overcome the suspicions of respondents and the 

dangers of ethnocent risim on the part of the researcher are a lso 

suggested. A questionnaire is included and its design, to i nclude 

internal checks and ease in tabulation are noted. Chapter Two 

deals with mi gr ation motives, both real and stated. These 

motives are confined in the main , to those ac ting at the source, 

Tonga, and include population pressures on land, housing, 

employmen t and capital. Data is provided from recent surveys in 

Ton ga, together with the results of a survey of Tongans residing 

in the Central Auckland Urban Area, 1974 . An examination of data 

provided by the Department of Statistics, concernin g a rri vals and 

departures , is included in Chapter Three. This is supplemented 

with data on airfares and the manner in which the mi grant raised 

sufficient c apital to purchase his passage , from the survey . 

Special attention is paid to per mits and the reason why some 

Tongans have overstayed their legally p ermitted stay. Chapter 

Four compares the demograph ic and social cbaracteristics of 

Tongans with other Polynesians in New Zealand. Age, marital 

status, dependents, sex, religi on, birthplace and educ a tional 

qualifications of mi g rants in the survey are recorded. The 

results o f an investigation into the occupationa l and residential 

characteristics of Tongan migrants a re recorded in Chapters Five 

an d Six. Comparison is drawn between the unskilled occupations 

of Tongans and other Polynesians and the location of place of work 

and residence is noted. The method of securing initial employ-

ment revealed the social and psychological pressures i mpinging 

on the recent migrant and r easons and results suggested . Using 

data supplied by the Department of Statistics the spatial 

distribution of Tongans in New Zealand, and in particular each 

statistical subdivision of Auckland is recorded. Movement over 

time within the Central Auckland Urban Area is discussed using 

indices of segregation and a Lorenz Curve. 
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I NTRODUCTION 

Thi s thesis exami nes s ome of an increasing numb er of 

mi grant s entering New Zealand from t he kingdom of Tonga . The 

rese a rc h r ec orded i n this thesis had two main aims : 

1. To i nvestigate the demographic structure and mi grant 

characteristics of Tongans residing in Central Auckland , 

2 . To invest i gate r esidential and occupational characteri s tics 

of Tongans residing in Centra l Au c k l and . 

For a year prior t o the r esearch, an understanding of 

Tongan l anguage and cus t om was gained t h rough th e ass i s t an ce of 

Tongans in Pal me r .s t on f!o rth. Research i n Cent r al Auckland was 

under t aken us i nG a questionnaire a,s t he primary i nfor mat ion 

gathering tool. It was administered to 11 4 Tongans ov e r the age 

of 15 years gainfully employed and residing in t he Central 

Auckland Ur ban Ar ea . Thi~ a rea was chosen because it was th e 

most densely settled Ton e an a rea in New Zealand. The s iz e of 

the p opu l a tion universe was unkn own. According to the 1971 

Census 7 there were 887 Tongans in Central Auckl and . , This figure 

should be interpreted wi th caution. The Department of 

Statistics is aware of defects in collection and cov~rage . 

Tongans a re unable to accurately complete the Census form. 

Some 

Those 

who have overstayed their permits wou ld not wish to be r ec orded 

in the Census. In some cases the appearance of a white face on 

t he door step woµld be sufficient excuse not to answe r t he door. 
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Finally 9 the inadequ a te grasp of English might make it i mpossible 

for other than a Tongan t o administer t he Census . 

How many Tongans t he re we re in New Zealand in 1971 , and 

how many are here now is imp oss i b l e t o ascertain . According to 

the 1971 Census 141 6 Tongans we r e r e sident in th e Auckland Urban 

Are a . Figures ext r acted from t he 1971 New Zealand Census, when 

adjusted t h rough t h e addition of excess a rrivals over departures, 

provided t he most accurate tot a l available for t he Toncan 

population in New Zealand. 

A coded questionnaire was prepared and tested in 

Palmerston North on Tongans in various occupations. These 

i n cluded s tuden ts, teachers, mechanic s , labourers and nurses. 

After some ad jus tments, fl ash cards were prepared with the range 

of responses a vailable for each question. These were in hoth 

English and Tongan to assist the r espondents, many of whom were 

more at ease communic a ting in Tongan than English . 

An assistant , able to translate, accompanied the author 

on many occasions. This p rovided an i nformal introduction and 

established a relaxed atm osphere . 

The coded responses were punched onto computer cards 

and processed using a Burroughs 6700 computer to print out 

frequencies and cross tabulations. 

Definition of a Tongan National 

The computer print~out from the 1971 New Zealand Census 

recognised four racial groups of Tongans. These were Tongan, 



tha t is people of pure Tongan blood; Tongan-European, people who 

were half or more T0ngan and part European ; Tongan -New Zea land 

Maori , people half Tongan or 1n ore a nd part New Zealand !inori; 

and fin ally , Eur opean - Ton gan, peopl e half or more European and 

part Tongan . 

These clas sifications tend to provide an inflated value 

to t he tot a l numbe r of 'Tongans' i n New Zeal and. It is possible 

t o be classified by t he Statist ics Dep a rtment as Tong a n with only 

1/32nd or less Tongan blood. If European-Tongans were excluded 

fr om the total Tongans i n Au ck land St~tistical Area , th e grand 

total would r educ e from 1416 t o 635 . Fo r t he purpose of this 

t~csi s, a Tongan i s defined ns nnyone f a lling wi t hin the St at i stics 

Den art~ent classific a tion , unless othe r wise stated . This includes 

Tongans by name who a re now n n tura lised citizens of New Zealand . 
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CHAPTER ONE 

i'1ETB:ODOLOGY 

Locating the Respondents 

Several strategies were attempted in the task of locating 

Ton3ans in Auckland. The I mmi gration Division of the Department 

of Labour was approached for t he numbers and location of Tongans 

enterinc New Zealand. This request was unsuccessful. The 

Au ckland office of the Imm i gr at ion Division of the Dep ar tment of 

Labour was likewise unable t o s ssist. The author was i nformed 

th .:-:. t all sta tistics were kep t in Wellington and they could 

p rovide no information at all on Tongans in Auckland. Enquiries 

in Auckland c overed such points as to how many Toncans we re in 

Auck land, how !':12.ny passport extensions ;,ve re g ranted and how many 

~ongans had been deported. 

·rhe Department of Internal Affairs, when approached, 

stated that it was not their policy to reveal names and addresses 

of applicants for citizenship. Although the Department holds an 

index of names, it is impossible to recognise Tongan names~ 

They were, however, able to provide figures of grants of citizen­

ship by registration and naturalisation of persons born in Tonga. 

The Department of Statistics provided useful information on the 

location of Tongans, by each statistical sub-division in Central 

Auckland Urban Area , for ·1971. This provided specific densi"ties 

and therefore the most favourable areas in which to locate and 

interview Tongans. 
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The most successful technique ndopted was to ask each 

Toncan contacted for & li s t of other Tongans he knew in Au ck land . 

This not only provided n cumul a ting lis t of pe opl e , but gave some 

indication as to c oomunity tie s a nd tho willingness (or o t herwise) 

of Tongans to assist t he author . 

The ini t i a l con t a c t was J':lr C . Hoeft, a seni or :a. ob le, 

who had lived in Au'C k l and for 27 years . It was thought eosentinl 

to ob t &in t he per mission of a senior Ton gan before surveyi ng for 

diplomat ic and p r a ctical reasons. Thi s was n mi stak en assump tion 

as t he tie s be t ween t he senior Tongans and the short-term mobil e 

i mmi gr nnt e.re weak . There was really no prac tical reason fo r the 

co - opernt ion of senior Tongans • As one pormnncnt res ident Tong an 

.'.:> t ated , ;;':vhen the boys c ome to Ne w Zealand t hey te c oi.10 

. d " . d 1 .. 1 
i r1 i vi ua s 1 

• • 

Con t ac t was a lso made with the Methodist Church, in 

pnrticular, the Overseas Miss ion a nd mi nisters i n Herne Bay , Mt 

Eden nnd Au ckland Centralc Introductions were p rovided by these 

pe ople whi c h al lowed a further addition of names a nd a d dr esses. 

This 'ch anc e ' sys t em of locating Tongans is sur prisingly effective , 

al t hou gh t here is the problem of survey i n g a disproportionate 

number of Tongans within certa in neighbourho ods and usually 

surveying t hose of simila r age to t he initial contact. It is by 

n o means a st a tistically valid me thod, but it is a practical 

me thod when f a ced with an unknown population universe and Q h i ghl y 

mob ile immi gr an t popula tion. 

As emphasis in this study was p l a ced on the n ccommo -

dation and occupations of Tongans an a ttempt was made to loca t e 

t h e place of work. Tongans prefer e mploymen t n ext to other 
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Tongans and this results in a concent r at i on of migrants in certain 

factories. Loc a tion of t hese factories provided an e conomic 

me t hod of sampling. 

With the as sistance of i ndustrial per sonnel officers it 

was possible to locate those industries with Polynesian concen-

trn tions i n t heir wor k force. As t he questionnaire survey 

continued certain factori es appeared to have a nuc leus of Tongan 

wo r kers. Discussi ons with loca l Tongans and employees of the 

Auckland Cit~· Council confirmed the emergin g trend of occupational 

concentration among Tongans . Initial contacts readily i dentifi ed 

factories with a concentrati ~n of Tongans . Gaining per miss ion t o 

intervi ew them at work, ho wever, p r oved more diffi cult. 

Empl oye r s wer e he s i t an t about authorising r esearch in 

their f a ctories . Ob viously concerned with labour stability and 

morale and aware tha t some of tho Tongan e mployees hnd exceeded 

their permits , most factori es would not a ll ow the survey . 

Immigration officers a lso visit factories . Because of the tens ion 

t h is creates on the factory floor the researcher must establish 

tha t he i s not connec t ed with t he Authorities, be fo re commencing 

his survey . Due to full employment i n Ne w Zeal and a t ~he time 

o: the survey, some industries in Auc kl and were h i ghly dependent 

on Tongan labour. Any depletion of staff through information 

indiscreetly handled might t hreaten production. Underst anding 

the se risks, the author is grateful to those factories who 

per mitted intervi ews. 
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Tra nsla ti on and I ntervi ewi ng Pr ob l em s 

Ther e are o. numb e r of i naccur ac i es which may en t e r i n t o 

t he quest i onnaire through t r anslation . First i s the p r oblem o f 

t he ~ongo.n l a nguasc not con t a i ni ng wor ds used in English. For 

example , many factory ope r a t ions carried out by Tongans in New 

Zeal a n d do not exi st in Tonga , as t hey do not have s i milar 

fo. ct ori es . The p r oblem fo r the t r ans l a tor and t he r eseQrcher 

i s to fi nd ou t exac t ly what type of oc cupat ion i s undertaken by 

t he Tongan . This r equi res f or ming a suppl ement a r y q u estion , on 

the spur of t he momen t . The t r ans l a t or may phr ase i t in a 

b i ased way or provi de a response with which the Tongan simpl y 

agr ees . 

When a gr oup of Tongans a r e wa i t i ng to be i nte r v i ewed , 

and listeni ng t o the r esponses of a fr i end, the t e~ptati on i s t o 

c opy . For e x amp l e , if one r espondent s t ates he has come to New 

2 Zeal and t o ear n money fo r a fale , whi ch is imposs i b l e i n t h r ee 

mon t hs , othe r s may regar d t h i s as a p r est i gous r e s pon se and c opy . 

Earni ng $60 a week f or 12 weeks , t he Tongan can sav e , per haps 

$540 . Paying fo r his a ir f a r e out of t h i s r emuner a tion har dl y 

l eav e s enough t o bui l d a fa l e in Tonga . 

Conve r se l y t he r e a r e Tongan words tha t hav e a b roade r 

meaning t han a simila r word in English. The word f amily, f a mili , 3 

i n Tongan e nc ompas ses a broade r meaning t han th e n uc l ear f amily 

concept it convey s in English. 

To overcome some of thes e p rob lems the a uthor expla ined 

and administere d a questionna ir e to th e transla tor. Discussion 

between the author and tra nsla tor also took pla ce b efore any 

supplement a ry questi ons were framed. 
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The disadvantage of translating too many clarifying or 

exploratory probing questions is in strain{ng the confidence of a 

resp ondent. The f o rmal interview with questionna ire was kept as 

short as possib le, leaving these probe -type questions until the end. 

Translation of responses and phrases used by the author 

to gain the confidence of Tongans , were made by a Tongan Royal 

House translator. This translation a nd tha t of the transl a tor 

ac c ompanyin g the author, were in a Tongan form suitable to the 

class of Tongan migrant. 

The Method of Colle cting Information 

For~al f n ce-to-face interviewing is perhaps the ~os t 

common way to collect informa tion 'r elinbly' from an immi grant 

population . This is especially s o if the population's grasp of 

English is slight. 4 
Connell a nd Kahn distinguish three broad 

concepts as necessary conditions f or a successful interview. 

First there is the accessibility of the required informa tion to 

the r espondent . Tongans at times did not appear to have the 

information because, for example, he could not read the name of 

th e f a ctory where he worked, or was unaware of t he name of the 

street he lived in . This latter situation was predictable as 

the use of street or road names for locational purposes in Tonga 

is less developed. Respondents were more comfortable responding 

tha t they lived near some other Tongan or by some landmark . Some 

respondents were not clear as to their place of work because they 

had only recently commenced and had been taken to the factory by 

a relative or flat mate. It was not uncommon to ask " Where do 
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you work" , and have the respondent answer "with my brother". 

Another reason why the respondent might not have the 

informntion r equired is because he has repressed information which 

involves s ome emotional stress to him, or because he cannot 

answer in the manner required, again causing tension in th e mind 

of the respondent. Suspicion of the author 's background and the 

use to which he was putt ing the informc.tion; the fear which is 

par t of the overstayers everyday life , and the language problem 

all contribute t o a situation where emotional stress suppresses 

information. 

The sec ond condition is t hat of cognition by the 

r esponden t of what is r equired of him. The respondent adopts a 

cautious role, carefully deciding what is r elevant informa tion to 

give both fr om h i s point of vi ew and that of the interviewer. 

Where both parties a re fluent in the same language it i s often 

possible to prompt a respondent, probing for further details when 

his answer is incomplete or off the point. The use of an 

interpreter by the author plus the author 's own knowledge of 

Tongan was i nvaluabl e in solving this second condition of cognition. 

The third requirement for a successful interview is 

motivation on the part of the respondent to answer the questions 

accurately. This is perhaps the major obstacle when interviewing 

a migrant minority. 

hours of labouring. 

Tongans were often tired after long , hard 

There was some embarrassment through their i gnoran ce of 

English, although at times this turned into a competitive situa-

tion during the interview. One member of the household would 

c onfidently trans l a te into broken English for his flat-mate, thus 



prompting th e r espondent to draw a ll the stops on his available 

English. Dislike of t he int e rvi ew content and fear of the 

con s equ ences were a l so p r oblems . 

The Int e rvi ewer' s Task 

The amount of time the interviewer spends on diffe rent 

aspe ct s of his wor k depends on su c h f ac tors as the l eng t h of th e 

questionnaire, t he loc a tion of th e survey , l anguage probl ems a nd 

costs. Sudman5 found tha t only about one -third of the time i s 

spent on i n terviewing , th e other t wo -th irds being divided be t ween 

tra vel time and loc a ting respondents, editing th e int e rvi ews and 

other cl eric a l wo r k and study ing materi a ls and administra tive 

matters. 

In th e Central Auckland survey the r a tio was about half 

and half. When intervi ewing in a r eas of dense Tongan settlement, 

like Ponsonby and Grey Lynn, one confide nt contact often l ead to 

more i n tervi ews in the same household or within the same area . 

Other Tongans were on one occasion collect ed by the head-of-the 

household for the author a n d brought to him. On tha t particular 

evening all the questionnaires we r e administered in the one house, 

some to Tongans who lived up to thre e blocks away. 

With a respondent fluent in English a questionnaire 

could be a dministered in five minutes. When translati on was 

required or when the respondent was hesitant, a dministering the 

questionnaire took up to 15 minutes. Initial contact, explaining 

who the author was and what was required, r:as always more time 

consuming than any individual questionnaire . Confidence was 
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p romoted by stressing th e useful nature of the study both to Tonga 

and t he Tongans. This strategy was part icularly useful when 

interviewing respondents over 30 y0Rrs nf nee. Stressing that th0 

au thor was not from th e polic e or i mmi gr a tion was necessary when 

interviewing the younger mi grants . 

Travel ling time in a l arge city l i ke Auckland c an be 

costly and leng thy. Ther e a r e advantages in living in the 

' migrant area'. The researcher is seen, becomes known . is 

talked about , Chance informal meetings are made with valuable 

results. Participati on in drinking s chool s , church activities 

and cricket, i n the case of ~~ c Tongans , makes tho mo~~ fcrnal 

interview conta ct easier on both parties. Travelling time is 

also a critical factor when the time avai l a ble for int ervi e~~ng i s 

limited bot h t h rough the long ~8urs worked by Tongans and tho 

limit ed time a vailable to th e s tudent . 

The time spent on editing interviews i s dirnctly rel~t~~ 

to how the questionnaire is constructed. Using a c ofing syston 

wi t h overlapping pages there should b a little ne e{ to ~d~ 

informati on subsequent to the interview . Open questions ~o 

r equire edit i n g and coding when the survey is comp l e te. When, 

fo r exampl e, the Tongan resp onden t was asked to ins t ance soGa cnse 

of discriminati on, the r esponse was recorded verbat~m and later 

coded i n t o common groups. 

Although a questionnaire with a clos ed set of r e sponses 

a nd a coding system is economic. requiring littl e , if any, 

editing , it is not a ltogether appropriate for t he immig~ant 

interview situation . Apa rt from the gener a l limitation imposed 

through a set number of pre-selected responses, it promotes a 
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'sterile' interview situation. The l ess formal discussion 

situa tion with r espondents, especially afte r the questionnaire has 

been administ e r ed , suppli es a good deal of insight and i nfo r mation, 

al t hough it may not be as relinble. Few people like admitting 

t hey hav e prob l ems . Fewe r still in t he Tongan community like 

a dmitting t h is to a stranger. Questions concerning a ccomm odat ion, 

problems at wo r k , of l anguage and wi t h other Polynesi ans do not 

l end themselves t o a clos ed set of r esp on s es . 

The aut ho r therefore recorded, in perhaps more subjective 

f ashion , t h is info r mati on verbatim dispensing wi th the coding 

system . 

Ethnocentrisim 

1·Jhen res earching a differ ent r a ce, with a contrasting 

cultural background, the student must t ake care he do es not 

project h i s val ues and assumptions when recording and analysing 

r esponses. What, for example , i s overcrowding in the eyes of 

a New Zealand town planner, may not be through Tongan eyes. 

A hou se which to a New Zeal ander appears sub-standa rd, to a Tongan 

may be superior to tha t he left in Tonga. A p a rtly furnished 

flat in many cases is better furnished than the homes of Tongan 

mi grants. Electric light, stoves, ins·ide toilets, to some 

Tongans a re novel and exciting. This situation provides an 

opportunity for rent exploitation . 

The l a ck of experience in rent matters makes questions 

about excessive rent suspect. It is of little value asking a 

newly arrived migrant whether he considers his rent excessive . 
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In some cases he has not received his first wage packet , and is 

still struggling with food and transport c osts . Likewise, when 

asking for examples of deterior ation in the house r esponses must 

be viewed thr ough the filter of cultural experience . 

Intcrviewi!'lg 

It was found necessary to adopt different interviewing 

techniques with Tongans from those which mi ght be adopted with 

English speaking New Zealander s . Different techniques again wer e 

employed when interviewing either ~ale or female, permanent or 

short stay , ;i'ongnns . 

It was found necessary to establish a working relation ­

ship with the Tongan respondent, before administering the 

questionnaire . This involved gr eeting the person in Tongan , 

explaining the pur pose of the study and the status of the author . 

A preliminary discussion mentioning that the survey had the 

approval of local Tongan dignitaries , and had been ~dministered 

to them , sometimes increased confidence . In addition , a discus-

sion abou t Tonga , where the r espondent was born , people we both 

might know in Gov ernment , familiar landmarks in Tonga, the 

hurricanes , inter - island boats and the church helped develop a 

working r elati onship . 

When the questionnaire was administered the confidence 

gained was often rapidly extinguished. This necessarily more 

for~al exercise was sometimes a c onsiderable str ain on the Tongans . 

The precise n ature of each question demanded a grasp of English 

which was often beyond the ability of many Tongans . In addition 



to this tension promoting situation was the nature of the infor-

mation r equired. This was especially apparen t with questions 

rel a ting to permits, place of r es idence a nd v a rious a ccommodation 

and personal problems the Tongans may be experiencing. 

This situation at times prompted some people to r espond 

incorrectly, or, as they thou ght th e a uthor might want. Others, 

for amusemen t or c a llous r easons , deliberately r esponded i n c or-

rectly. Because th e questionnaire contained internal checks, 

such as comparing response 14 with 34-39 or 59-64 with 34-39 or 

asking a supplementary question on r esponse 29 , it was possible 

to check incorrec t r esponses . 6 Knowledge of Tongan was useful 

where a different English response was provided from the initial 

Tongan . 

~o overcome t h is situation three measures were taken. 

Firstly, the author was able to ask most questions in Tongan . 

Al l the first page of the questionnaire was usually asked in 

Tongan , where nec es sary, encouraging a t the same time the 

responcent to use English. Secondly, flash cards were printed 

providing a choice of response, both in Tongan and English. 

Finally, a Tongan translator a ccompanied the author during a little 

under half the interviews. 

The toughest task was to establish and maintain a 

workin g relationship with male Tongans. Suspicion of the author 

and concern about how the information might be used meant each 

interview involved a longer time. Interviewing this group was 

more time consumin g than either the permanent residents or 

female Tongans. 

While it was easier to establish confidence with the 
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female Tongans, other difficulties were encountered. A 

papalangi7 male surrounded by excited Tongan females provided a 

good deal of amusement for both parties. Where the interviewer 

and respondent could not be isolated from other Tongan women, it 

was tempting for the Tongan to 'play the crowd', answering with 

some amusing response, in Tongan, to the general hilarity of the 

onlookers. To stress the importance of the situation and answers, 

the author could, in Tongan, chide and establish the importance of 

the question to the group. To do this without losing their 

confidence was a delicate art. 

When inte rviewing v1omen , therefore, it was found better 

to withhold any understanding of Tongan until necessary. The 

impact a r esponse in Tongan made at the opportune time was 

impressive. 

Gaining a cceptance by the complete household provided a 

further advantage. Vfuen the author's Tongan language was 

inadequate, and the r espondent's English negligible , another 

~ember of the household would volunta ri ly assist as translator. 

Interviewing Tongans who are permanent r esidents or 

naturalised citizens provided unique problems . All Tongans with 

noble titles were in this group . In one case, a Tongan would not 

answer the questions because he felt that the authorities and 

other papalangis were a lready asking too much of his services. 

He instanced the police and courts requiring translators, and 

other university researchers. In this case, a thorough know-

ledge of the questionnaire was important as the Tongan was eager 

to discuss matters rela ting to himself in particular, and the 

Tongan community in general. The interview was thus more a 
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discussion with prompted r e spons es to questions directed by the 

author and fr om the questionnaire. :;foile this is not an accur ate 

i nfo r mation gathering technique , the discussion provided an 

i n.sight i nto the Tongan scene of Auckl ilnd , in a manner impossible 

through the closed responses of a questionnaire . 

Another senior Tongan nob le, who was also a permanent 

sett l er , provided problems demandins other str ategies . He was 

amenable t o being questioned, but he felt it beneath him to 

assist any further with names or introductions. Hesis t ance of 

this kind can be explained in part by his status and the barri er 

this creates between the noble a n d th e commoner . 

The problems the author encount e r ed when interviewing 

this im~igrnnt group are probably common to anyone in the same 

field . Knowledge of the l anguage and t he abi lity to establish 

c onfidenc e with a group are surely pr e -requisites i n a ttempting 

t o ojtain valid responses . 

Other Interviewing Diffi culties 

'Polynesians in Auckland have been over-researched', was 

the i dea behind many of the contacts made in Auckland. The 

po i nt was made most forceably by t he mo tor-cycle group , t he 

'Polynesian Panthers', who at the time of surveyi ng, called a 

moratorium on Polynesian research. Some members of this group 

a r e Tongan, and their leader until recently, was a Tongan . 

Their attitude , echoed by other Polynesians t he au t hor met , was 

a disli ke in being segregated as a group from t he popul ation and 

analysed , thus highl i ghting the difference between 'them' and 
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;other s ' . The aut hor had t o avoid t his g r oup by worki n3 as 

diplomatic~lly as possible . 

As the group to be i ntervi ewed wor ked long hour~ t h e 

t i me available outside fnctory hours was l imi ted . Most i nter-

vlewi ng, of nec es s ity , wns under t aken f r om 4 p . m. t hrouc;h t o the 

early ho~rs of t he morni n5 . Al t hough it i s prefe r able in 

surveying to wor k at various hours , thi s was only possible when 

interviews were allowed in f~ctori es . ~orking at ~ight did 

permi t an cppor tuni ty to sample wor ker s in t he household r'lther 

than ju~t ' housewi ves ' • 

. 'i~S~~n_naire Structu r e 

The first page of the questionn a ire was designed to be 

administered r apidly . The ~dvantage of t his str uctur e was i n 

gaini nG the confi dence of the r espondent, and havi ng one word 

responses. Questions 1 , 6 , 7 , 8, 1 .., , 18 1 20 , '.'!ere easy to 

transl~te and r emember i n t he Tongan for m. Questions requiring 

effort by tI'-e r espondent , in recall i ng r es i dential changes , 

r easons f or occupational or r esidential mobility were pl~ced on 

page t wo. The mo r e sensitive questions c once r n i ng a ccommodation 

~robl ems or di s crimi n3ti on wer e p l a c ed a t t he t op of page thr ee . 

Wh e n desi gning the questionna ire , it was t hought by t h i s stage 

t he respondent would dis c u ss mor e per sona l t opic s . Thi s p r ov ed 

to b e i n c orrect. Th e i nfor mal dis cussi on f ol lowing t he 

questionnaire p roved to be t he b e st time. Deliber atel y p l a cing 

p e n s down and pushing the que stionnaire to one side indica t e d t o 

the Tongan thn t all was complete. Points which then a r os e from 



23 . 

the ensuing discussi on we r e n o t ed af t e r the Tongan had l eft, but 

before t he n ext int e rview. The final questions , 70 a nd 71 , 

p r ovi ded a use f ul l ead t o furth e r discuss i on . The Tongans wer e 

eage r to talk about Tonga and especia lly t he ir occup~tion (or 

l a ck of work), in Tonga . 

There was a n advantage in des i gni ng short , limited 

response, pre -c oded ques ti ons initially and open questions l a t e r 

in th e questionnaire . As suggested abov e , when i n t e r p r e ting open 

ended questions ther e is a risk of introducing ethno c entric bias. 

The us e of t a pe recorders should not even be considered when 

int e rviewin g a c autious g r oup like t he Tongan mi grant. It 

r emai ns in t he hands o f the r esearcher to be as accurate a nd 

unb i ased as possib l e . 

The Researche r 

The author foun d it useful t o wear th e sa,!le clothes and 

c a rry th e same shoulder bag when int ervi ewing . This assisted in 

r e c ognition e ven if it was only through th e window. 

Personality and approach we r e extremely i mporta nt 

f a ctors in gaining th e c on fi dence o f Tongans. The resea rcher 

mus t de v e l op a rapid appreci a tion of the mi gr ants life -style . 

Humour and c us toms c oncernin g hospit a lity should be understood 

and exercised. Just being a t anga po t o
8 

able t o speak some 

Tongan is not enough. It would help th e r esearcher if he is 

not only interest e d in his study, but a lso in the people he 

deals wi th. 
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The author found that helping Tongans with transport, 

buying text books, explaining bus routes, translating medical 

instructions and just listening to problems, was an· equally valid 

exercise as applying a questionnaire. The danger of 'over-

rapport' between intervi ewe r and r espondent is not so critical 

in this situation. 

Summary 

There were problems in both loca ting and i n t e rvi ewing. 

The problems were comp ounded by a langu age barrier and the threat 

of l egal sanctions on s ome mi g r a nts . These strictures in the 

Tongan cas e demanded strategies on t he part of the r esearch e r in 

terms of personal app r oach and questionnaire des i gn . Faced with 

an unknown population universe s o that a statistically valid 

sampling procedure was impossibl e , the resea rche r compiled a 

cumul a ting list of Tongans by asking each respondent for names 

of other Tongans. Errors were possible through transla tion a nd 

the ethnocentric interpretation of information when employing a 

free form a t discussion approach. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

MI GRATION MO'.L'IVES 

Approaches t o th e Study 

Ther e are t wo main appr oac hes t o the study of Tongan 

mi gr a ti on motives. First t o ac cep t t he mi gr ants own sta t ement 

of motives , or second to infer motives fr om a study of objective 

st r u ctura l de t e r minants and t hen i mpute these motives to the 

mi gr ants. There is possibly a noth er appr oach, tha t of c ombining 

the mi g r ants subj ec tive account of motives with an a ccount based 

on objectiv e inferenc e. 

iii th t he first option there i s the p r oblem of t he 'real' 

and 'stated' motives . The i mputat i on of motives based on 

inference fr om struc tura l f ac t ors such as popul a tion-resource 

pressure, and the dist ance between Tonga and New Zealand a re 

c ommonly utilized i .n the 'push ..:.pull' model. A par ticular 

problem always associa ted with this approach is th e distinction 

between 'push' and 'pull' f a ct ors, a ll f a ctors can be said to 

exert a 'push' and a 'pull' effect. The p roblem of this 

approach is to determine what c ombina tion. 

The migrants own motives for migrating to New Zealand 

were recorded using a questionnaire . The results a re shown ih 

Ta ble I. The most popular response or most 'acceptable 

vocabul a ry of motives 19 was to respond to build a fale. This 

is a prestigious response as a Tongan with a concrete block house 
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i n Tonga c ommands th e r espe ct of a wealthy person . A house of 

this kind is a status symbol in the Tongan community, i ndic a ting 

tha t th e o wne r has p r obab l y travell ed ov e rs eas. 

Educ a ti on is a mng i c wo rd in Tonga . To have childr en 

a t se c ondary s cho ol, e speci a lly Tonga College or Queen Salot e 

College, is r egarded as i mportant. Pa rents will e xpend consider-

ab l e ener gy i n r a isinG capital t o pay school f ees. Twelve of 

the res p onden ts indicated they h3d mi grated t o New Zealand for 

this purp0se . 

These t wo differing r esponses , 'fa le' and 't o pay 

school f ees' underline the problems associa ted with r e cording 

t he Tongan 's motives for migrat i on. When int erpr e ting these 

mo tives one i mparts a secondary va lue judgment if the motives 

are clas sified as 'real' or 'sta t ed '. Perhaps i n th e c a se o f 

'fale' the motive is more ' s t a ted' than 'real'. As respondents 

who pr ompt ed 'to pay for school f ees' were in th e older age gr oup, 

mnrried and with chil dr en , th e ir r esponse was more 'real' than 

'st a te d '. 

Fifteen Tongans indica ted ' no job i n Ton ga ' as their 

motive for mi gr a ting t o New Zeal a nd. The imput a tion of this 

mo tive based on inference fr om structural f a ct or s, fits neatly 

int o the 'push-pull' model . The paucity of wage employment 

opportunities in Ton ga and the availability of such work in New 

Zealand works as the 'push' and 'pull' factors. There are, 

however, still the intervening obstacl e s associated with 

immigration to be overcome. 

To consider that 'no job ~n Tonga' was the only motive 

for migration would be falacious. Perhaps the initial motive 
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w3s the need f o r wage employment , o r e ven bef or e that, the ri sing 

aspiration to acqui r e consumer goods or propert y which prompted 

the search for empl oyment. The proble~ of thia c ombination 

approach is i n determining t he ma j or mo t ive for mi~raticn. 

Some mot i ves do not requi re i n t e r pre t at i on . Two 

Tongans migrat ed f or medical reasons as the operations required 

could not be perfor med in Tonga . One required the services of an 

eye surgeon , t he other a gynaecologi st . Four mi grated as 

dependents accompani ed by their p~rents and t h r ee to joi n their 

spouses. 

Tnble I 

ilo t i ves for Higro.tine; to New Zealand , Tongans 

Con tr al Aucklci.nd Ur b.'..ln Ar ea, 1974 

Stated Mot i ve I Numbe r I Pcrccntag:_! 

1 
To build n house j_n Tonga 51 I 45 . 5 : 
No j ob s in Tonga 15 13.3 

To f i nd ~ 

~- job in N.Z. 10 8 . 9 

To pay for school fees 12 10.7 

Dependent I+ 3 . 6 

To j oi n spouse 3 2 . 7 

No l a n d i n Tonga 2 1 08 

Joi n kin 3 2 . 7 

Frus tra t ed i n Tonga . '.'!ant ed 
5 4 . 5 

a sense of a c hiev ement 

Jus t want ed t o c ome 3 2 . 7 

Health 2 1 . 8 . 
1 . 8 ' Schol a rship 2 I 

11 2 100 . 0 
-- - --

Source: Sur v ey . 
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Mi g r a tion Mot ives in Tonga 

Many a tt emp ts to analyse mi gr a ti on a r e based on the 

premis e tha t, in va ri ous ways , the destin2tion is mo r e a ttractive 

than t he origin
1
offering ad van t ages unavailable in t he home 

country o Although th e economic mo tive is perhaps dom i nant, 

psychologica l ~nd politi cal f a ct ors also enter i nto the de cision 

. _,_ 10 
mi gr a L-e . to 

Many Pa cific Isla nd mi gr an t s probab l y mi g r a t e for motives 

wh ich are i n a ccord with Le e ' s st a temen t tha t: 

;'Mi gr an t s responding prima rily t o p l us f ac t ors a t 
destination tend to be 0JOSitively select edo 1111 

Pe r haps t h e majority o f Tongans a r e unde r no necessity t o mi g r a te 

b ut do so b ecause they perceive opp ortunities in New Zealand a nd 

th ey can weigh the a dvantag es and disadvantnges at ori gin and 

des tina tion. Sometimes this p e rc eption is undertaken by an 

agen cy , like t he church or gov e rnment, on b eha lf of th e mi grant. 

Pe r sonal factors such as i n t elligence, awareness of 

conditi ons e lsewhere , kn owl edge o f the situation at dest ina tion, 

pers onal conta cts a nd age enter int o the decis i on. As Lee 
12 

states : 

11The de ci s i on to mi gr v_ te, there for e , is n ev e r c ompl e tely 
r a ti onal, and f or some persons the r a tional component 
i s much l ess than the irra tiona l". 

It i s possible that part of the migration from Tonga 

c oul d be cla ssified as 'primitive mi gration', tha t c onsequent from 

a n ecological push. The r api d population growth in Tonga , the 

c onsequent pressures on natural r e sources and deterioration in 

the physi cal environment may gen e rate a frustrati on which 

p r omotes migration . 
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It could be tha t int e rna l mi gr a ti on i s a response t o 

13 inte r - r egiona l socio- economic disparities as Sevele suggests . 

A s i mila r r eason could be sub mitted for the flow of mi gr ants from 

Tonga to New Ze a land . Jus t as Nuku'al ofa migh t appea r t o o ff e r 

a be tt er li fe for the mi g r an t fr om the out e r islands, so even more 

New Zealand a ttra cts the Tongan mi grant. 

Lee
14 

discusses f a ct ors which enter i nto th e decision 

t o mi gr a te. The factors a ssoc i a ted with the a r ea of origi n can 

be positive, neutral or ne ga tive. Those which tend to 'push' 

the mi 5 r ant from Tonga to New Zealand a r e negative f a ctors 

assoc i a te d with l a nd, popula tion and society . 

La.:i.d 

'rhe e;r owing numb e r of mnles e ligi ble f or ap i and the 

finite l and resources of Tonga , h a v e creat ed a l and l ess clas s on 

th e s e dens e ly popul a ted islands . Institutiona l and societal 

pr essures h ave c ontri buted t o n situation where, in 1966 , 58 p e r 

c ent of e ligibl e Tongan males were without th eir own api . The 

situatio n was most s e rious on the main isla nd, Tonsat apu, both in 

terms of administra tion and mi g r a tion. Here , 60 .7 per cent 

were wit hout their own api . Compa rable fi gure s for Vavau wer e 

52 . 8 per c ent and Ha ' apai 51. 8 pe r cent. Wh a t has traditionally 

been c alled t he ' mi g r an t g roup' , t hose in the 15-29 year group , 

were most a ffected. 

their own l and . 

Nearly 83 p e r c ent of this group were withou t 
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Housing 

The movement of people from the outer islands t o 

Ton~atapu is also reflected in the average number of people per 

dwelling . Sevele states that there was an average of 6. 4 

persons por household in Tonca . However , TonGotapu had an 

QVera~e of 6. 3 , while Ha ' ap~i and Vava ' u 5 . 9 and 5 . 7 respec tively . 

No household in Vava ' u or Ha 'apai had more than 11 persons, 

while 12 per cent of households on Ton5ntapu had more than 

11 persons. 15 The main centres of each island gr oup and 

Ton5atapu in particul~r, ~re perhaps the first hultin6 are~ for 

::iit.,_;r·mts , who then proceed to ifoi1 Zeal"And. For tho first time 

t he n i ·;r.:=tnt 1-1 i rht sense c1. sli ght increase in the 2vcraGe nurnber 

of people per dwelling. 

Tho Attraction of Nuku'alofa 

Nuku ' a lofa has become the focus for the migrant and the 

kingdom . Government, trade and conmercial enterprises, and to a 

certain extent the missions, have centralised their operations 

on Tongatapu. Tongatapu has the best power supply , water supply, 

schools, roads, entertainment facilities and commercial oppor-

tunities in all Tonga. It has become the kingdom's growth 

point in population. The p r oportion of the t otal population 

living in Tongatapu increased from 55 . 0 in 1956 to 61. 9 per cent 

in 1966. 16 
Mi g r ants therefore move to Nuku 'alofa for the 

advantages i t offers. These include schools , the opportuni t y of 

gaining wage employme~t, the e xistence of the Nuku ' alofa market 

and better chances o f exporting p r oduc e fr om Tongatapu, better 
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transport and shipping services and the attraction of 'the 

bright lights 7
• 

Population Pressure 

Tonga is a d e ns ely populated kingdom . In 1 963 there 

was an ave rage density of a bou t 255 pe r sons per square mi le, but 

as mu ch as 496 persons per s quare mile in the Ha 'apai Group . 

Compared to this , Ton gatapu r ated 313 persons per square mile and 

Vava ' u 279 in 1956 . 

An inc r easing p roportion of the Tongan popul a tion is 

living on Tonga t apu , t he largest island of the Group. 

Tab l e II 

Population Distrib ution Tonga 

1956 and 1966 (per cent) 

Group 1956 
! 1966 Inc rease 1 956-66 

Tongatapu 55 . 0 I 
61. 8 53.27 

Ha ' apai 17.4 1 3 . 6 6 . 78 

Vava 'u 21 . 9 17 . 4 11 . 24 

Source: Tuponiua , M. U. 1958 . 

Some islands, especially the smaller ones of the Ha'apai 

Group, are extremely crowded . Kotu and Matuku had population 

densities of 1056 and 1062 persons per square mile respectively 

in 1 966 . Both islands are less than 2 square miles. 

Population pyramids for 1966 s u ggest tne young and 
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mobile n a ture of the Tongan p opulation. (S e e Fi gure 6) Ha' apai 

a n d Vava ' u pyrami ds display a 'distended' s h a p e in the 0 -14 age 

group while some c ontracti on i n th e 15-39 a ge groups, e sp e cially 

for mal es. ~his suggests an ou tflow of workin g a g e mi g r a nts 

from th es e t wo isla nd groups . An othe r clue to t h is s h ort 

distance move is provided t h rough a n e x amination of sex ratios. 

(S ee Table III) 

Table I II 

S ex Ratios for Popul a tion Living on Tongatap u 

But Born i n Vav a ' u a n d Ha ' apai, by Age - 196 6 

Age Ha ' apai Vava 'u 

5 - 9 115. 9 120 . 0 

1 0 -14 136.4 131 . 4 

15 -1 9 122 .7 161 . 7 

20-24 91 . 2 123 . 7 

Source: Result s 1966 Census. 

Tong a is not only densely populated but rapidly gro wing 

i n p opula tion . The a verage a nnuul i n creas e i n p opul a tion 1 966-

1971 was 3 . 26 per cent. Annual popula tion incre a s e has risen 

steadily since 1962 , when it stood at 2 . 63 per cent. By 19 66, 

it had risen to 3.46 per cent, which corresponds to a doubling 

time of approximately 26 years. The intercensal period 

1956- 1966 , witnessed a n i ncrease of 53.27 per cent in the total 

p opulation of Tongatapu . The c omparable figure for Ha ' apai was 

6 . 78 per cent, sug gesting the source and direction of inter-island 

mi gration. For the kingdom as a whole the intercensal increase 

was 31 .1 8 per c ent . Tongatapu and ' Eua alone exceeded this. 
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Nuku ' a lofa , in p a rticular, has experienced a rapid 

popul at ion increase. In 1966 t he population of Nuku ' alofa was 

alrnost 16 , 000 , nearl y a third of the 'l.'ongatapu population . Its 

annual r a te of growth i n populat i on between 1956 and 1966 was 

6. 9 per c ent , nearly twice that of the kingdom as a whole. With 

a popul ation density of 12 peopl e per ac r e , it is one of the most 

dense l y settle d Pacific towns. 

This movemen t appears to s a ti s fy anoth e r of Ravenste i n ' s 

conclusi ons . That i s , "The inhabitan t s of the count r y i mri:edi ately 

surroun ding a town of r apid g r owt h floc k i nt o it 11
•
17 This i s 

particula rly applicab le to Nuku'alo fa . 

The cause of th i s g r owth i n population i s t he high birt h 

r ates and declining mortality rates. The 1966 b irth r ate was 

37 , 58 per 1000 while at the same time t he death r a te had improved 

from 5 . 27 per 1000 i n 1956 to an all time low of 2 . ~0 per 1000 in 

1966 . Infant mortality r ates since 1959 have dropped fro m 16.14 

to 8 . 07 per 1000 in 1966" 

Ec onomic Mo t i ves 

Another factor in Tonga which may be encouragi ng mi gr a -

tion is the s carcity of wage employm ent. Between 1966 a nd 1976, 

t he p roject ed number of p ersons ent ering the work force wi ll be 

11 ,142, as agai nst about 1,444 persons who will r etire during the 

. d 18 same perio • The growi ng unemployed labour force seeking wage 

l ab our as an a lternative to f a rming creates a potential mi gr a nt 

flow. Ravenstein suggested in 1885, that no migration current 

could compa r e in volume with that whi ch arises from the desire 



inhe rent in most men to ' better' themselves in material respects. 

Lee restated this conclusion some 81 yeQrS l ater when he 

suggested the volume and rate of m:i.g:r.,_+:i.cw1 'Vil l 'T8"-:'~' V'ith the 

state of economic progr ess in a country.
19 

Since there is no large scale industry and little 

likelihood of any i ndust r y providing a major source of employment 

within the for e seeable future, th e migrant stream , in line with 

Lee ' s hypothesis, will probably continue and increase. 

ment . 

A ri se in the crime rate has been a ttributed to unemploy -

A news report suggested: 

11 A dan gerous situation is developing in Nuku ' a lofa 
where young people leaving school and finding them­
selves unemployed a re joining gangs and raiding houses 
for food, clothing and money 11 • 

(Pac ific Island Monthly, July 1970, 69) . 

SummarY._ 

Mot ives behind the decision to migrate appeared to be 

associated with both 'push' factors in Tonga and ' pull' factors in 

New Zealand. The rapid population increase and consequent 

pressure on environLlental resources in Tonga, unemployment, 

aspirations to acquire housing, education and consumer goods wer e 

some of the 'push' factors. New Zealand offers a chance for th e 

mi grant to satisfy his frustrations through wage employment, free 

medical benefits a nd the ' bright lights'. Before these needs a~e 

met , the migrant has to ovc~cvrne the intervening obstacles of 

travel finance, a ccommodation and employment. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

THE JOURNEY TO NE11 ZEALAND 

Intervening Obst a cles 

The spatial distri buti on of islands a n d peopl e i mp oses 

a c ons traint on th e intending mi grant. Ravcns tein in ~i s 

c e l ebrated paper on t he l aws of mi gr at ion concluded 111rhe great 

body of ou r mi gr ants rmly pro c eed a short dis t a nc ei: a nd :1rni e;rant s 

e numera t ed in a c ert a in c entr e of abso r p tion will only gro w less 

( a.s dist an c e fr orn t he c en tr e i nc r e!lses ) 11 •
20 

Al though vess e l s like 1-'I . V. Olohava , l 'i . V. Pake i na , 

M. V. Ulufonua and M. V. Kao, p rovide an ef fici ent servic e be t ween 

t he I s l ands , the r e a r e many i s olated islands, especi a lly i n th e 

Ha ' apai g r oup . Lack of transpor t and fe we r opportunities to 

make contac t with Tongo.n s who h ave mi grat ed to New Zealand , would 

tend to r e duce the number of p ot enti a l mi gr ants fro m these a reas. 

Probably th e decision to mi gr a t e within Tonga i s l ess 

drastic as the distances involved are s mall er and the change in 

life-sty le and surroundings less violent. The cost of transport 

is considerably less. Tonga is loca ted over 1000 miles from 

New Zealand. By air it requir es p erhaps t wo change s of air-

craft , by boa t a lengthy voyage , seldom direct to New Zealand. 

Both are costly to the Tongan . 

writing was over $340. 

The a irfare a t the time of 



37. 

Arrivals and Departu r es 

The movement of Tongans with in thei r kingdom has been 

suc~~ested above . This is per haps the first stage for some 

Ton c ans , who ~ill eventually n ave from the main to~ns of Tonga to 

Ravens tein ' s hypothesis states tha t : 

"Mi r;rants p roce eding long distances Gene r ally g o by 
preference to one of the g r eat centres of co mmer c e 
and industry . 1121 

The movement of Tongans to New Zealand appears to have produced 

a mi gr a tion ' current' , set in the direction of Auckland, Hut t 

Valley , Porirua Bas in and Wellington, al l major c entres of commerce 

and indust r y . 

Data on arrivals by country of l as t permanent r esidence 

c onfirm this movemen t to Au ckland and Wellington. As Table IV 

sho~s th e majority of Tongans arrive by air at Auckland. This 

is t ho obvious choice , as Auckland is on the most direct inter-

national a ir route from Fiji . When a dir8ct a i r link from 

Tonga to New Zealand i s es t ablished in mid-1 974 , Au ckland will 

probably continue as t he maj or port -of-entry for Tongans . 

Si nce 1965 sea travel has become less attractive to 

Tongans. The rapid increase in a ir traffic has been exclus ive l y 

to Auckland. The establishment of Air New Zealand in the 

Pa cific, the upgrading of Fau'amotu (Tongatapu's a irport ) and a 

r eduction i n the numb e r of ships providing cheap direct passage 

t o New Zealand, a r e f a ctors accounting for this trend. 

Since 1968 t he r e has been an excess of a rrivals over 

depa rtur es for Tongans by nationality in Ne w Zealand. This is a 

r eversal of the steady trend since 1965, when there was 
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consistently an excess of departur es over arrivals . In t he 

1969-1 970 period, of a t ot al 751 arrivals , 698 a rrived by air at 

Auckland. 

Table IV 

Arrivals b..Y.__C ountri es of Las t Per manent Residenc e 

And Sea and ~i_r p orts, Tongans 1965 - 1970 

----
Sea Air 

Year -- ....... _._ 
I Othe r 

To t al 
Ak . 'Ngtn Lyt. Ak . Wg tn Ch ch 

I I 1969-70 46 3 698 1 2 751 

1968 -6 9 40 4 4 486 534 

1967-68 ' 476 604 117 2 I 5 l 2 2 

1966- 67 103 7 404 514 

1965-66 68 276 1 2 347 

Source: New Zeal a nd Census of Pcpul a tion, Mi gr a tion and 

Dwellings 1965-1970 , Volume 1 . 

Year 

1965- 66 

1966- 67 

1967-68 

1968-69 

1969-70 

1970-71 

Table V 

Arrivals by Birthpl a ce ~nd Purpose , 

'I'ongnns , 1965 - 1971 

Tourist0 Educ a tion Working c In t ending 
per manent 

158 31 61 59 

262 39 125 46 

252 58 146 28 

223 32 93 65 

322 72 214 27 

413 25 297 24 

To t a l a 

389 

588 

700 

596 

812 

842 

a Cross totals will no t add to grand t ot a l as New Zealand 

re s i dents returning a nd some minor groups omit ted . 

b Includes vi s iting r e l a tiv es . 

c Includes tempora ry work or working holiday. 

Source: New Zeal and Census of Popul ation Mi gration and 

Dwellings 1965-1 970, Volume 1. 
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Figure 7 illustrates the significant increase in male 

Tongans by race arriving in Ne w Zealand during the year March 1971 

to March 1972. Actual totals by a ge and sex are listed below. 

Table VI 

Arrivals by Race and Age - Tongans ·j 97 1 - 1972 

Age Male Female 

0 - 14 77 76 

15 - 20 126 78 

21 - 24 232 82 

25 - 29 292 95 

30 - 34 270 63 

35 - 39 168 41 

40 - 44 154 43 

45 - 64 163 71 

65 & over 13 14 

Totals 1495 563 

Source: Survey. 

Airfares 

Just as the majority of Tongans are travelling alone, 

so too, they are providing their own air fare. Some Tongans in 

the sample who provided their own fare had planted crops and sold 

the produce to meet the expense. Watermelons were a popular 

choice. Land was sometimes borrowed for this purpose as the 

migrant had not yet been allocated an 1 api 1 • Others worked on 

the wharves at Nuku'alofa or for Government Departments. To 

accumulate sufficient capital to enable the purchase of a return 

air ticket, the migrant would work a year or more at various 

ventures. 
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Ironically, when established in employment in New 

Zealand he would earn as much in t wo weeks as was possible in 

six months in Tonga. Table VII indic a t e s that remittances from 

New Zealand were the major source of capita l for paying airfares. 

Equally significant were other relations in Tonga. As migration 

streams and count e r streams develop, it is probable that 

remittances from New Zealand will become a more significant source 

of capital for air fares. This will result fro m the further 

links in the chain of migra nts and th e diminishing opportunities 

for wage employment in Tonga. In the resp onse, 'othe r relations 

in Tonga', one should remember the broad definition of 'rela tion' 

to the Tongan. 

Table VII 

Source of Fare to New Zealand, Tongans, 

Central Auckland Urban Area, 1974 

Source Number Percentage 

"i from parents in Tonga 14 12.7 
Raised own 38 34.5 

~ from New Zealand 15 13.6 

Husband 8 7.3 
New Zealand Government 1 0.9 

New Zealand employer 0 0 

~ other relations in Tonga 15 13. 6 

Church in Tonga 6 5.5 
Tongan Government 1 0.9 
Other 12 11.0 

TOTAL 110 1oo.0 

Source: Survey. 

Some Tongans in the 55 years and over age group, 

expressed the opinion that the youth of Tonga should stay in 



Tonga, and work in agr iculture . The young migrant is attracted 

more towards wage employment. As this is not readily available in 

Tonga his only choice is to migrate . The differing vie~points of 

the young and the old are perhaps one reason why capital from par -

ents is not as significant a source of airfares as mi ght be expected . 

The donor of airfares through remittances from New Zealand tended 

to be of similar age to t he recipient in the survey sample. 

Some migrants tra vel to New Zealand in organised groups 

for a specific pur p ose. In one case , 14 Tongans had accompanied 

their minister to New Zealand for t he set purpose of raising 

money to build a church. In contrast one respondent had wor ked 

his passage to New Zealand by accept i ng responsibility for t he 

welfare of other Tongans on board a ship. These mi grants were 

sometimes related or from the same area in Tonga. It would 

appear, however, that it was an individual decision on the part 

of each migrant , rather than an organised group movement . 

Table VIII 

Travel Accomplices to New Zealand Tongans, 

Central Auckland Urban Area , 1974 

Travel Relationship Number Percentage 

Own 58 52.7 
Family 24 21 .8 

Other relative a 
9 8 . 2 

Villager b 
9 8 . 2 

Wo rkm a te c 
7 6 . 4 

Other 3 2 . ,7 

TOTAL 110 100 . 0 

Sour ce: Survey . 

a Not family 

b Bu t not related by marriage 

c But not r elated or from the same village . 
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Port of Entry 

As t he majorit y of Tongans in New Zealand live i n 

Auc k l a nd, 22 it was not surprising the s u rvey c onf i r med Auckl a nd 

as the port-of-entry . Wellington a nd Chri s tchur ch to ge t he r 

a ccoun t ed f or on l y 4 pe r cent (6 p e rs ons) of Tongans in the survey 

by port-of-entry . These 6 p ers on s a ll tra v e lled by sea. Of 

the 1 02 pe r sons i n t he s u rv ey who l a nded a t Auckl a n d, 98 

a rrive d by air. 

Aft er t he i s su e of a thr ee mo nth p er mit Tongans wish 

t o tr a vel r ap i d l y t o New Zeal a n d and c omm enc e work . Au ckland 

i s t he obvious choic e , p rovi di ng links with othe r Tongan s, 

emp l oym en t , and a dire ct a ir link fr om Fiji. 

Pe r mits 

Per mits i s s ued b y t he New Zeal a nd Hi gh Commi ss ione r in 

Ap i a t o Tongan s r equ esting entry t o New Zeala nd a r e e xp licit in 

t heir c onditions of entry. The ma jority of pe r mits a r e 

classified a s tempora r y p e r mits, tha t is, of three months . Only 

t wo of the 114 p ermits issued t o those in t he survey were of the 

' working p er mit' type. The majority were as stated in th e permit: 

"Your visit to Ne w Zeala nd is granted on the strict 
und e rst a nding tha t you a re going to New Zeala nd for a 
tourist or holiday visit. It is a condition of your 
per mit, that you remain in Ne w Zealand no longe r tha n 
three months. Your p e r mit will not b e ext e nde d 
unless there a re extenua ting circumstances n . 23 

' Working per mits' a r e difficult to obt ain. Officia lly it is 

diploma tic to r e cord Tongans a s tourists, although it is under-

s tood by officia ls tha t few, if any, are here sol e ly a s tourists. 



The survey r e flect e d r egulations pertaining to en~ry 

p ermits in two ways. First, the ma jority of Tongans had arrived 

in New Zealand since January 1973. Soc o~dly, a s i gnificcnt 

number had ov erstayed their permits. 

Tab l e IX 

Year Arrived and Time in Auckl an d Ton gans, 

Central Auckland Urban Area, 1974 

Year Arrived Numb er Number Tim e in Auckland 

1974 29 62 l ess than a y ear 

1973 52 11 1 ye D."l."' 

1972 9 8 2 yea-:,_·s 

1971 2 2 3 year s 

1970 2 3 4 yr::a rs 

1969 1 0 5Y:JB.£-:::'S 

1968 2 1 6 year s 

1967 2 0 7 y ears 

1966 11 0 8 yea r s 
or befor e 

I 
I 
I 

! 
I 
I 

l 

I 

I 
I 
' 

110 87 
·-----·---·1 

' ·-··- ----· .. . - .1 - ---·- -- _,.,... .. -- .,., - --· -----
Source: Survey. 

Ques tioning respondents as to how long they had resided 

in Auckland -was difficult. From thi.s ·r esponse , and knovdng tha t 

the Tongan held a three · month p er mit, it could . b e as c ert ained if 

h e had overstayed. The differenc e of 23, be t ween t he numb er who 

replied when they arrived, and the 87 wh o replied how long they 

had been in Auckland, indicates the hesitant '.".'espons e t0 -1-.his 

question. It was not only that some did not wish to r eply . In 

the considered opinion of the author and translator the r espondent 

perhaps miscalculated his response. 
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Over half the Tongans in the s urvey we re on three month 

p er mits. Applic a tions for e xtension of stay can b e made, if 

there a re good reasons , to th e ~epartment of Lab our . Th o p e r mit 

s t a t es, h owev e r: 

' 1Applic a t i ons to r emain in New ZeG.l a n d , or to study , 
mad e b y p 0r~ons visiting New Zeal a nd will not be 
app rov e d 11 .24 

Table X 

Dura tion of Permits, Tongan s , Centra l 

Auck l a nd Urb an Ar ea , 1974 

Pe r mit Time Numb er Pe rc entage 

3 months 59 53 . 6 

6 months 20 18 . 2 

12 months 6 5 . 5 

Perman ent 10 9 . 1 

Natura lised 6 5 . 5 

Oth e r 9 8 .1 

TOTAL 11 0 1 00. 0 

, 
' • 
l 
! 
I . 
I 

l 
) 

I 
I 
I 

- --' 
Source: Survey . 

When cross tabulating th e ye a r of arrivs.l a gain ::; c the 

permit held at the time of interview, the overstay situa tion 

be c omes appar ent. The survey covered 5 9 r espondents on three 

month per mits. Of these, six had overstayed by a year or ·more , 

in on e case over thre e years and six months. Th os e Tongans wh o 

arri v ed in 1973 on three month per mit s totalled 35. If they 

a rrived prior to Novembe r 1st 1973, t hey were at th e time of 

interview, overstaying their permits. Although the month of 

arrival was not asked for, it is highly p r obably that more than 

half of tha t 35 had overstayed t heir permits. 



Twenty Tongans in the survey held six month permits at 

the time of interview. Two of these had overstayed by a year or 

more, and probably some of the 13 who arrived in 1973 were over-

stayers. Three who held 12 month permits had overstayed by a 

year or more. 

The desire of Tongans to remain in New Zealand is 

reflected by the number who had overstayed their permits . 

They a re aware th~t, if caught, an illegal immigrant is deported 

and forfeits the right to enter New Zealand again . On March 18, 

1974, 21 Tongans wer.e arrested during dawn police raids in 

Onehunga. It was rep orted on March 28 , 1974 that eight of a 

group of 13 Tongo.ns due to appear in Court on immi g r a tion cha rges 

had failed to report to Auckland polic e as the terms of their bail 

demanded . 25 Arrangements we r e being made at that time for th e 

deport a tion of 15 oth e r Tongans who had b uen r emanded to Mt Eden 

Prison pending deportation. On April 2, amnesty was likely for 

Tongans living in New Zealand illeg:ally. This would be in the 

form of a s h ort extension of their stay in which they would declare 

their presence and earn the money needed to travel back to Tonga. 

Mr Kirk stated that the system should provide a "fair, just and 

non discriminatory answer to the problem facing the 1000 - 2000 

Tongan migrants illegally in New Zealand 11 •
26 The rewards of wage 

employment and life in New Zealand are obviously compensation for 

this risk. To support himself in New Zeal and , balance the debt 

of the airfare, satisfy demands f~om the Islands for money , and 

finally earn enough money for a fal.e or the children's education, 

is an impossible t ask in only three months. Some 'l'ongans gave as 

their reason for requesting a per mit extension, "to earn some 

money for myself". 



Year Arrived 
3 month 

19 74 18 

1973 35 

1 972 4 

1 97'1 1 

1970 1 

1969 -
1968 -
1 967 -
1966 -

b e for e 1966 -
TOTAL 59 

Source : Survey. 

To.b le XI 

Year of Arrival a nd Permit Held, Tongans, 

Centra l Au c k l and Urban Arca , 1974 

'rype of Permit 

6 mon t h 1 2 mon th 5 yenrs Permo.non t 

5 1 - -
13 2 2 -

- 2 - 2 

- - - 1 

1 - - -

- - - 1 

- 1 - -
- - - -
1 - - 1 

- - - 5 

20 6 2 1 0 

. 

Nat urnlised 

-

-
-

-
-
-
1 

-

-
5 

6 

Total 

- 24 

5 2 

8 

2 

2 

1 

2 

-
2 

10 

103 
+­
()) . 



Majo r int e rvening obstacles confronting the 

p r ospective mi grant wer e th e cost and distance of trave l betwe en 

'rongo. and Neu Zealand . Mon t hs and perhaps years wer e needed to 

raise -:-Ji.e cti '~far e c<nd a cquire th e necessary passport and entry 

vi sec . From the s~rvcy it was app~ren t t hGt mi g r an t s t end to 

vrnrk i r,depenc 9ntly 7 both when r aisi ng th e a irf fl. r e ::md when 

trn_'rell~_ng. In 1973 th e r e were 3533 permi ts issued to Tongans 

for temporary admittanc e . By April 1974 the r e was a b a c k l og of 

6000 ~oncans uwaiting e ntry permi ts . These applications were 

subsequently suspended in Apri l awaiting the revised i mrn i g r n tion 

r egu l a tions of t he NEW Ze a l and Governme nt. Temporary permits 

!ind cr0ated u confl i ct between for efi lling orig i nal mot ives and 

overstayin~ the legal duration of v isits. The adv an t ages of 

wo r k i ng in New Zealand woul d appear to have out we i ghed the risks 

associated with prosecut ion . The followin g chapt e r exami~es the 

demogr aphic nnd social cha r a ct e ristics of t hose Tongans who have 

successfully : r un th e gauntl et'. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOC IAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Youthfulness of Polynesians in New Zealand 

Woolf states that: 

"Polynesians are a young population compa red to 
New Zealand as a who l e •••. 11 27 

50. 

Since 1945 the Polynesian population res ident in New Zealand has 

assumed a y ounger profile. In 1945, a third of Polynesians in 

New Zealan d were in th e 0 -15 age gro up . By 1956 t h is group 

accounted for 40 pe r c e nt, by 1966 47 per cent. In contrast, 

the 1 6 -64 age group comprised a diminishing p roportion , 65 per 

cent in 1945, 5 9 pe r cent 1 956 and 52 per cent in 1966. 

Youthfulness of t he Tongan Mi grant Stream 

From 1965 to 1970 approximately 64 per cent of male 

Tongan and 43 per cent of female Tongan arrivals were in the 

21-44 age group. Less than 10 per cent of the males and 14 per 

cent of the females, in the same period, were in the 15-20 age 

group. Children under the age of 15 years contributed an average 

of 17 per cent of arrivals by nationality in the four year period 

1966-1970. The migration stream from Tonga is therefore 

selective by age and sex. This picture should not be confused 

with the age distribution of Tongans resident in New Zealand at 



the time of the 1971 census, and discussed be low. 

In 1 971, 35.5 per cent of th e Central Auckland U~ban 

Area Tongan populat ion we r e under the age of 15 y ears a nd 63 . 8 per 

c ent wer e in the 16-64 age group. These fi gure s would p l a ce 

Tongan settlement in New Zealand a t a stage simila r to to t al 

Polynesians in the 1950 ' s. 

The surv ey i n the Centra l Auc k land Urban Ar ea , c onduct e d 

by th e a ut hor, r evealed a maj ority in the 20~44 age group. This 

r esult was b i ased through t he sel ective nature of migrati on, the 

selecti on of working-age Tongans a nd intervi ews b e ing conducted 

a t wo r k . As the 1966 and 1 97 1 Census results show, the Tongan 

p opul a tion in th e r esearch a r ea i s over~repres c nt c d in the 20-44 

age group. Only 5 per cent of th e survey population was i n th e 

16 - 19 age group . An equal number occupied the 55 -64 age group , 

and one respondent was over 65 . 

Table XII 

Age Dis t ribut ion of Tongans , Centra l 

Auckland Urban Ar ea , 1974 

---r 
Age Groups Nu mbe r Perc entage 

16 - 19 6 5.5 

20 - 24 23 20 . 9 

25 - 34 40 36.4 

3_5 - 44 20 18 .. 2 

45 - 54 12 1o.9 

55 - 64 6 5.5 

65 & over 1 0. 9 

TOTAL 108 100.0 
• 

Source: Survey. 

Table XII illustrates the modal nature of the 25-34 age g:_·0up. 
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One reason for the high proportion of young adults is 

their ability to adjust to a new environment, Oth e r reasons 

include their stage in life, p e rhaps prior to achieving steady 

employmen t or marr i age . 

This supports Petersen ' s s uggestion tha t: 

:; 1.Vi th resp ec t to age differentiation , all :nigration is 
on e : in both int e rna l a n d int e rna tional movem ents 
adolesc en ts and young a dults usually predominate. 
This is on e of the mos t firmly &s t abl ished _ge n c r al i­
z a tions in demogr aphy 11 .2~ 

Marit a l Sta tus 

:? The most not able f eatur e of th e marit ~tl st a tus 
distribution for Pa cific Islanders compar e d to the 
total New Zealand p opul a t ion i s th e r elative ly 
l arge p roportion who h a ve never married. 11 2 9 

Tab le XIII 

Marit a l Status Distribution (Perc en tages~a 

Polynesians I Total Population 
Year 

.. 

1966 

.. .. 

.Source: 

Class 
M F I ]':I F 

I 
Neve r Married 67 65 53 47 
Married 31 32 43 44 
Separated and 

1.5 4 3 9 divorced .... 

TOTAL 99.5 101 99 100 
· -

New Zealand Census of Population and Dwelling s, 
1966, Volume 7 'Race'. 

I 
I 

a Note: Percentages may not add up,to 100 due to rounding. 
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The marital status of individual Polynesian communities 

is structured, in part, by age. The 1966 Sa moan comnmni ty in New 

Zealand comprised 68 per cent of males and 66 per c e nt o f females 

wh o had never marrie d. Thi s re f lect e d th e larg e number of family 

groups in the mi gration stream and t he youthful nature of the 

Samoan community in New Zealand at t hat time. 

The marital status of those int erviewed in t he survey 

showed a predominance of mar ri ed Tongans . 

Table XIV 

Marit a l Status o f Tongans , Central 

Auckland Urban Area, 1974 

I 

iVIarital Status I Number Percentage 

Never married I 47 42 .7 
I I ' I .Separated 

I 
0 I oo .o 

I I 
1 . 8 :!:J i vorc:=d. 

I 
2 

Widow I 0 oo .o 
Married 60 54.5 

TOTAL 109 100 . 0 
I 

Source: Survey. 

Of the 60 people who indic a t e d they wer e married, 57 were 

married when the y arrived in New Zealand. This sugr,ests the 

stream of Tongan migrants to Nevi Zealand is one of married persons. 

Only 12 persons had married sinc e arriving in New Zealand . As 

the majority of Tongans are resident on a three month p e rmit basis , 

it is probably only those who have gained p ermanent r e sidence or 

naturalised status who had married in New Zealand. 
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Tab l e XV 

Marital St a t us and Island of Birth, Ton c:..~!1-~ 

Central Auckl and Urb e.n Arca, 19_7_~ 

Birthpl ace Nev er Marri ed Harried 

To ngatapu 31 30 
Ha ' apai 5 7 

Va v a ' u 8 17 

' Eua - 1 

NiuaG 1 l -
N. Z. - - I 

I 

Fij i - l 1 

I TOTALS 47 60 • ( 

I I 

Source: Survey. 

Separated or 
Divorced 

--
-
1 

-
-
1 

-

I ·----, I i 
i Tota ls I 

! I 

I 

I 6 1 
··-1 

12 

26 
I 

1 

: 
' 

1 
I 

...,, _ . ______ ,_ l __ , 
I 

2 I 11 0 
,,_ --~-- -

I 
I 

·-! 

Age and Marital Status 

The ma jority o f 'never - ma rried' Tongan mj_ gr a~tG in ~he 

survey were in the 16 - 44 age grou p , while mos t of th~ r narric~ 1 

group t ende d t o occupy the 25 - 64 a g e g r oup . Ove r hal r (55 per 

cent) of the sur vey was marri ed , and 41 p e r cent of t h is 55 p e~ 

c ent were within the 25 - 54 age group. A lesser numbe r : 43 per 

cent, were never married, and 36 per c ent of this 43 p er cent were 

i n the 16 - 34 age group. No-one under the a g e of 20 was marri ed, 

whereas there was only one p erson ove r t he age of 45 either not 

married or divorced . 

Th e modal age group for those never married WRS 25 - 34 

yea rs. This also happened t o be the modal group for married 

although 35 per cent of those in this group were ove r the age of 

34, a nd 46.8 p e r cent of those never ma rried was belou the ag~ of 25. 



Table XVI 

Sex and Mari tal S t atus , Tongans 

Central Au c k l and Urba n Are a 1974 

jr1arital 
Mal e a b Ma l e Female St a tus Femal e 

% ;0 (n o. ) (no. ) 

r Never married 47 . 7 21. 0 lj.3 lj. 

Marri ed 51 • 1 73 . G 46 1 J.i. 

Separat e d or 102 5. 4 1 1 
di vorced 

TOTAL 100 . 0 100 . 0 90 19 

a Perc entace of total mal es . 

b Percentage of tot al femal es. 

Source : Survey. 

'L'able XVII 

Marit a l Status on Arrival , Tongans 

Centra l Auck land Urban Area 197~ 

Marit a l Status Mal e Femal e Mal e Female 
% % (no . ) ( no . ) 

Married i n Ton ga 47 . 7 73 . 6 l+3 14 

Marri ed in N. Z. 20 . 1 5 • Lf 11 1 

Si ngle 32 . 2 21 . 0 29 4 

TOT AL 100 .0 1oo . 0 83 19 
I 

Source: Survey 

57 . 

Tota l 

I 47 
I 

I 
60 

2 

109 

I Tot a l 

' 

57 
12 I 

33 I 
102 

Of the 54.5 p e r c e nt i n t he survey who were married, 

only 21.8 p e r cent had mi grated wit h their wives or husbands . 

The majority 32.7 per c en t had l eft their spouse i n Tonga . Table 

XVI II relates the perc entage of the survey , married, t o the 

loca tion of their spous e . This tr end is common to short-stay 

migrants with f amilies, where the wife remains in the country of 
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origin to mind th e children. When the economic motive is 

for emost, this trend is furth er r einforced. 

Marrie d 

54.5 

Source: 

Dependents 

Table XVIII 

Locat ion of Spouse Tongans, Central Auckland 

Urban Area , 1974 (percentagesl 

! 
Spouse in Tonga Spouse in N. Z. I Not 

---
32 .7 21 . 8 

Survey. 

Harried 

46.5 

It would appear from both the age structure and marital 

status of Tongans in the survey, that the mi grant tends to be 

typically both young and, if married, newly marr i ed. Although 

54 .5 per cent of the surveyed population were marri ed , 58 . 6 per 

I 

cent had no children a nd a further 26.4 per cent had only one child. 

Those married migrants with children were p rob ab l y just 

establishing families, as from the author's observation, Tongans 

tended to have more than two children. The survey would indicate 

that whereas over half had no children, less than a third had 

between 0 and four children. 
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Table XIX 

Total Dependents by Sex, Tongans , 

Centra l Auckl and Urban Area, 1974 

~1ber of 
1 Dependents : 

rrumbcr of I 
~cs ::)Qndcnts I Pcrccnt ar:;~:-1 of He:~~~~~-"~ r ---0---1 

i 1 i I I 
I : 2 

3 

5 
G 

7 
(\ 

(.) 

·;s I ! 
5 
8 

5 
6 

3 

3 

i 
! 

I 

4.5 
7. 3 

0 

I 
l 
l 

I 
I 

~ I , . 8 
....-~~~~~---~~~~-~~.~~~~~~~--i 

TCTAL 110 
I 

I 1 oo. o 

:!ate: De~Jendent.s i~ bot h Ncn Zcal.:md a nd Ton :<'­
i ::icluded . 

Source : Survey . 

Birthplace of Mi grants 

The birthplace of Tongans surv eyed were spr ead from 

Nuiafo'au in the north to 'Eua in the south . The majority , 

55.5 per cent, were born on Tongatapu , (Tongatapu contains 

approximatel y 66 per cent of Tonga ' s people) . This was to be 

expected a s the airport pr oviding the link to Fiji, and the port -

of-call for ocean liners are loca t ed on this main island. It is 

Tongatapu among all the i s lands in which contact with foreign 

countries , by print or person , is most developed. The Vava ' u 

group was home to 23 . 6 per cent of the survey whil e the Ha'apai 

group contributed 10. 9 per cent, (Vava ' u accounts for approximately 
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17 pe r c e nt and Ha ' apai 14 pe r c en t of the p opulation of Tonga) . 

It may be t hat th e e f f ici en t a ir link with Vava'u and th e 

dispersed yet densely set tl e d islands of th e Ha'apai group , 

a c count for th e sli ght ascenden cy of Vava ' u as the birthp l ace of 

mi grants . 

Table XX 

Birthp l ace o f Tongans Res iding i~ 

Centra l Auck l and Urb an Ar ea, 1971 

Birthpla ce Frequency Perc en t age 

-· 

Tongat apu 61 55 . 5 
Ha'apai 12 1o . 9 

Vav a 'u 26 23.6 

Niua ' s 1 0 . 9 

Eua 1 0 . 9 

Fiji 1 0 . 9 

New Zeal and 1 0 . 9 

Other 7 6 . Li-

I I'OTAL 110 100 . 1) 
i I 

Source: Survey. 

I 

I 
-1 

' ! 

Of th e 1 03 people wh o supplied their place of birth , 

only three were not from the main towns of Neiafu ( Vav a 1 u) , 

Pangai (Ha'apai), and Nuku 'alofa (Tongatapu). This supp orts 

research in other Pacific Islands especially in the Cook Islands. 30 

Distance appears to a ct as a filter s ystem within Tonga 

and to New Zealand . The same male bia s appear s in the mi grant 

p opulati on fro m Vava'u. Mi g r ants must travel south from Vava 'u 

to Tongatapu, before conn ec ting with internati onal flights to 

Fiji. Whereas migrants from Vava'u acc ount ed for 26 of th e total 
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survey, only one was a female. In contrast, Tongatapu provided 

47 males and 14 females. Ha'apai holds an intermediate place 

between the two other groups both geographically and demograph-

ically. Ten males and two females had their origins in Ha'apai. 

Table XXI illustrates the percentage of male s and females from 

each group . 

Table XXI 

Sex and Island of Birth, Tongans, 

Central Auckland Urban Area, 1 974 

Male a I b I Male Female 
Island Group Female 

% % (no. ) (no . ) I 

Tongatapu 73.6 52 .2 47 14 

Ha ' apai 11 • 1 10.5 10 2 

Vava 'u 27 .7 5 .2 25 1 

1 Eua 4.5 0 1 0 

Niuas 0 4 .5 0 1 

new Zealand 0 4.5 0 I 1 

Fiji 4.5 0 1 0 

l'OTAL 100.0 98 .3 90 ~ 9 

• 
G P~rcentage of total males. 

b Percentage of total fem ales . 

Source; Survey. 

Sex -

I Total 

61 

12 

26 

1 

1 

1 

1 

109 

"Migration is selectiven.3
1 

The Tongan population of 

Central Auckland is not a random sample of the population of 

Tonga, just as the total Tongan population of New Zealand differs 

from the total population of Tonga . The survey recorded 

responses from 90 males and 19 females. Males predominate in 
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long distance mov es, both in the survey and in the 1971 Tongan 

population of Central Auckland Urban Area. 

The sex ratio for the Central Auckland Ur ban Area was 

115 mal es to every 100 fe males. In 1966 the r atio was 81 males 

to ev ery 100 females. The Tongan populati on in t his area has 

changed ov er th e int ercensal period , to one with a predomi~antly 

mal e population . This trend is similar to t he migr a tion of Cook 

!sl anders between 1945 and 1954 and may char acti erise the early 

stag e of Pacific migration. As Petersen notes: 

"Selection by sex is also usual, but whe the r mal e s or 
fe males predominate depends on the circums tances. 11 32 

The predominance of male Tongans in the Central Auckland Urban 

Area may he the r esult of the distane.e b et ween Tonga and New 

Zealand which has a selectiYe effect on int ernational migration. 

Single girls are generally mor e cl.o.se.ly bOUJlQ by the 

traditions of Tongan society which prescrib es village roles. 

Husbands in the survey ha d le!t their wives in Tonga to manage 

the family. Consequently the male bias sex ratio has developed. 

Contrary to mos t immigrant gpoupsp Polyn0sians show 

an initial preponderance of females; the sex ratio~ in 1945 were 

91 males to every 100 females. By 1<)66, the ratio had deolined 

to 105 males to every 100 females. The Tongan sex ratios show 

a similar historical trend• with the initial preponderance of 

females. The .eJCcessive number of males in 1971 is perhaps 

indi~ative of the short-stay immigration and the limited number 

of Tongans who remain as permanent or naturalised citizens. 
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Educational Qualific a tions 

Mi gran t s a re of t en a sel ection of th e be tt e r qualifi ed 

and p e rhaps more intelligan t peopl e of th e country of origi n . 

Wolp e rt suggests that on e factor t hat contributes t o t he mobility 

of a popul a tion i s ab ov e a verage educational truini ng . 33 

The Tongans i ncluded in th e survey h a d a ttained v a rious 

qualifications at sc h ool. Pe r sons in the 35-54 age group had 

l ess time i n formal educ a tion. Younger mi gr an t s tend to have 

reaped the benefit of improved educationa l f a ciliti es a n d perhaps 

been able to remain a t school l on ger than their parents . 

Table XXII indicates t ha t a l though th e ma jority had successfully 

concluded pri mar y or secondary schooli ng j few had gained 

qualifications . Of th e 109 sampled 78 had a chi e v ed secondary 

educati on status and 15 had passed school C8rtific a te (mainly 

New Zeal a nd exami nation). Table XXII shows that t Ric e as many 

mal es had ' p rimary edu cat i on onlyJ, than females: femal e mi gr a nts 

had a lso a ttained highGr qualifi c a ti ons , 21 p e r cent wi t h Hi gher 

Leaving as aga i nst 6. 6 per c ent of t he mal e s. Femal es wer e 

b e tt e r qualified mi g r ants than ~al e s. This may b e be cause 

mi gr a tion for a female ha s greater risk element . It is pe r haps 

only t he bett e r educ a t ed wome n who will be confident enou gh to 

depart from their rol e in t he Tongan community and seek 

e xperi en c e overs eas. 

As the majority of high schools are on t he main island, 

Tongatapu, mi gr ants from t his island tend to be better qualified , 

as Table XXIII indicates. If the educational qua lifica tions 

of a ll Tongans r es iding in New Zealand, either on a t emporary or 

p e rmanent b asis were as c ertained, they would probably be b e tter 
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Tab l e X.XI I 

Quali fic~tions of ';I'ongo.n Mi gr ants 

Cen t r a l Auck l and Urban Ar ou 1 1974 

~ualification Ma l e Femnl c I Mo. le o! D. 
/ 0 

! 
Pri mar y 23 2 I 25 . 5 

Secondar y 42 11 I 46 . 6 

LoVJe r Le o.vinci 14 2 ! 15 . 5 

Scho ol Ce r tifi ca t e 4 l 4. 4 ! 

l 

6 4 
I 

6. 6 Hi gher Leo.ving 

Univer s i t y Ent r a nc e 1 1 • 1 I 1---·- -

I 
'-

TOTAL 90 18 100 . 0 

a As p erc ent ag e of t ot .::i. l mal es . 

b : ... s porc ent nge of t ot a l f emal es . 

No t e : Total s r:iay no t add t o 100 dUt.:! t o roundi ng . 

Source : Sur vey . 

Table XXI I I 

Qu_o. l i f i ca tions a nd Birthpl a ce , Ton ";nns 

Centra l Au ckland Ur ban Ar ea 1 1974 

Tongo tapu I Ha ' apai 
Q Qualificnti on l ! No . I o f No . )6 

l ~ I I -

I ! I Primar y 12 19. 6 I 1 8 . 3 ' I i 
Se conda ry 28 45. 9 8 I 66. 6 

Lovie r Leaving a 14 . 7 2 16 . 6 / 

I Sch ool Certi f ic o. t e 3 4 . 9 I 0 0 
J 

Hi ghe r Lea.ving 8 13. 1 1 8 . 3 I 

I 
• 

64. 

Femal e c'b 
/a 

12. 5 

57.0 
10 . 5 

20 . 0 

I 

I 
100 . 0 

--~ ..... - I 

··------··1 
Vcc o~a ' url 

No . 

7 
12 

5 
1 

1 

----' 
26 . 9 I 

I 46 . 1 I 

19. 2 I 

I 
University Entranc e 1 1 . 6 0 I 0 J_ 0 - _I ~ : : I 
TO'rAL 61 100 . 0 12 1100 . 0 L~ _1 100 ._~ 
Note: Tot o.l s may not o.dd t o 100 due to r ounding . 

Source: Survey . 



qualified t han th e average Tongan . At the time of the survey 

only one s tuden t ( a plumber's apprentice) was resident a t the 

Tongan hos t e l i n Au ckland , Atut anga . St udents residing her e , 

togeth er with t hose on Government scholarshi ps , probably 

c onsti tut e a mo r e qualified population than tho populati on of 

Tonga as a who l e . 

Re l igion 

Religion is a signific a nt aspec t of Tongan life . 

Sunday is strictly a day of rest. Missiona ri es of t he Wesleyan 

faith establi s hed t hemselves in Tonga and gai ned considerable 

power in t he l ate 19 t h century. Their influence continues 

today . The ma jority of Tongans are folloTiers of the Me t hodist 

faith and thei r fin e c h urches bear wi tness to the central 

position religion plays in Tongan life . Over half the surveyed 

population professed th e Me t hodist f aith , whi l e Catholic a nd 

Mormon we~e a significant group . 

Although mi gr ants are a selected group by age , sex, 

marital s t atus and e duc a ti onal qualification, they tend t o 

r e fl ect t he Tongan si tua tion in religion. 

There appeared to be some res idential group ing of 

Tongans by their professed faith . This a r ea warrants further 

investigation. About 31 p e r cent of Tongans in t he survey 

had ov e r four other members of their household of the same 

reli gion . In one case all 15 members of the household were 

of the same religion. 
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Tnble XXIV 

Reli gion of Tongans, .C entra~ 

Auckl~ Urb an Aren 1.. 197L~ 

Religion Number Perc E)ri t ngc 
_...,......, 

Me t hodist 6 1 55.5 
CCl tholic 21 19 . -1 

Mo r mon 11 10.0 

i\nglican 3 2 . 7 

7 t h Day Advantist i 3 i 2 . 7 

I I Free Wesleyan 2 1 • 8 

As sembly of God I 1 I 0. 9 
Not s t ated 2 1 • 8 

TOTAL 110 100 . 0 

Source: Survey . 

Table XXV 

Religion of Other Members of Household , Tongans 

Central Auckland Urban Aron, 1974 

Number of other memb ers of I Number of Percentagu 
household professing the to t nl 

of 

sn.rn e r eli gion as r es pondent I 
r esp ondents respondents 

I ' 
0 27 ! 24. 5 I 

1 17 15.5 
2 7 6 .• '+ 
3 15 13.6 

4 10 9 .1 

5 6 5,5 
6 12 I 1o.9 

6 ' 7 5.5 
8 2 1.8 

9 8 7 .. 3 -
TOTAL 110 100.0 

.. 

Source: Survey. 



Summnry 

The migrant tended to be typically in the 25 - 34 age 

group and Methodist. The survey revealed over hnlf were 

married and tended to possess hi~her educ a tionnl qualifications 

than the nverage Tongan . 

The married Tongan tends to leave his wife nnd children 

in Tonga for the duration of his short stay in New Ze a lnnd. 

The age and sex characteristics of the mi grnnt stream differed 

from that of the settled Tonc an population in Auckland. This 

l o.. tt a r group exhibited o. gre:i.ter numb e r of children o.nd o.ppeared 

s i mil a r to th~t of the total Polynesian population in New Zealand 

during th e 195o •s. Mi g r a nts in th e survey h c..d b een b orn in and 

mig r a ted from th e ma in towns of ea.ch isl~nd group in the kingdom. 
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CHAPTER FI VE 

OCCUPATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Expected Char a cteris tic s 

Prior to the survey of occupat ional characteri s tic s it 

was assumed tha t To ngans would en ter employment arranged prior to 

their leaving Tonga. Although the majority e nt er New Zeal and 

ho l din g visitors per mits r a th er than wor k per mits, the motive 

for mi grating was usually economic. Cons ideration of thi s 

motiv e lead the author to assume that, in their eagerness to 

accumul ate capital, Tongans would have employment availab l e the 

day they arrived. The r esul ts of the sur vey , ou tlined below, 

have altered this original prediction. 

Industrial employment i u Tonga simila~ to that 

available in Auckland does not exist. Tongans were expected to 

occupy unskilled and perhaps less attractive t ypes of employment 

on a full-time basis . The degre e of similarity between their 

occupations i n Ton ga and those eng~ged in New Zealand was 

expected to be slight. Tongans with p rofessional, clerical or 

administrative posi tions in Tonga were expected t o assume 

similar status in New Zealand. The survey r evealed however, 

that few held posit ions in N~w Zealand similar to thos e held in 

Tonga . 

The occupational mob ility of Tongans in Au ckland was 

e xpected to be slight , due to their short -t erm permits. 



Tongans were also expected to find employment with other Tongans. 

As recorded in this chapter some of these initial assumptions 

proved inaccurate. 

,Q_ccupational Characteristics of Polynesians 

Curson found that Cook Islanders 11 tended to fo llow a 

fairly narrow range of unskilled oc cupations - labourers in 

freezing wo rks, wool store workers , agricultural workers, 

forestry workers, publ ic transport employees, machinists, et c. 1134 

He notes that the New Zealand employer faced by a shortage of 

unskilled labour had welcomed Island labour and that some city 

firms had built up ' gangs' of Cook Island workers for production 

line or.heavy l ab ourin g jobs. 

The New Zealand Census of Population and Dwellings , 1961 

indicated the l nrgest proportion of male Cook Islanders were 

employed in the manufacturing industry, with a smaller concentra-

tion in transport a~d construction work . Curson notes that ~ell 

over 75 per cent of the 1971 male l abour force were employed in 

manual work requiring no special qualifications and with few 

opportunities for further advancement. 

Trlin35 noted that Samoans and Niueans were under 

represented in the 'white collar' occupations and that Niuean 

females were particularly over-represented in factories as 

cutters? furriers and related workers· ' 

One method of comparing the occupational and residential 

characteristics of a migrant group with the total popula tion is 

to use a measure of dissimilarity. By comparing the percentage 
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of each migrant group in various occupational categori es or 

r es idential a r eas , a value can be calculat ed showing the degree 

to which a migrant population is similar to or different from 

that of thP. host popul a tion. Trlic as noted above, employing 

the c a tegories of occupation , occupational status and incama 

calcul~ted indices of dissimi larity between Bes t ern Samonns, 

Ni ucans and the remainder of ~he total populatio~ of the 

Auckland Urban Ar ea in 1966. These indices are shown in 

Table XXVI. The figures show tha t the occupational structure 

of these two Pol ynesian groups was markedly different from that 

of the total Auckland population. The r es iden tial location 

of immigrant groups was also dissimilar , and there appeared to 

be a significant corr elation be t ween the two categories of 

oc c upation and residence. 

Using th e example of five i mmigrant group s i n Auckland, 

(only two of which were Polynesian), Trlin c oncludes that in 

1966 the residential - occupational correlation coefficient 

using indices of d issimila rity, was .70 . He adds tha t: 

nt his value warran ts acceptance of the proposition that 
the index of residential dissimilarity for each of the 
immigra~t g:ou~s in Auckland ~s rela~ed.t~ th;ir 6 respective indices of occupational dissimila rity."3 
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Table xxvr 

Indices of DissimilQrity (for Occupations, Occupational 

Status, Incomes) ~etween Wes tern Samoans, Niueans a nd 

the Remainder of the Total Population, Auckland Urban 

Area 1966; and Selected Socio-Economic Characteristics. 

-,--
a Occupationa lb I Incomec Occupations I 

1 Status 

II I H I F I T I M I F T I N j F I T 
-~~~i~-1;~--~1. ~+---~--1-~11-----1~--i 

Birth 
Place 

Western I I I j I-· - I c • 37.4 49.4 1 40.6 9.6 3 . 4 7.7 28.2 21.2 22.2 
oamoa I 
Niue . 1+ 9 .6163. 8 ! 52.5 I 10.5 4.1 ~ 8 .4 38.2 24.1 28.7 

Birth 
Place 

I 
Occupations 

(Percentages) 

Prof./Admin. 
Total 

White Collar I 
l Occupational Income 

Status 

Employer/On $1400- I s2200+ 
Ovm Ac c oun t 

j ! 

- I 

3 .3 9 .7 0 .7 4 3.1 18.9 

0 .7 2.2 0 .1 ____ l. 
1r9. 7 11. 6 

Weste~1n 
Samoa 

Ni ue 

b 

c 

I ··-
Actively engaged only, distributed ove~ a total of 7'{)~ 

Occupational divisions listed in New Zealand Census of 
Population and Dwellings, 1966, Vol . 4, 54-57. 

Actively engaged only distributed over six status categories 
as listed in New Zealand Census of Population and D1ellings , 
1966 , Vol. 4, 107. 

\.I 
Fourteen i ncome categories, excluding 'Nil income ' and 'Not 
specified' categories, as listed in New Zealand Census of 
Population and Dwellings, 1966, Vol. 5. 

Source: Trlin, 1973, 300-301, Tables 7 and 8 . 
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Se condnry and Tert i ary Employment i n Tonga 

The rn~ jor secondar y i ndus try i n To~ga is a ssociated 

with the pri mary produc ti on of coconut. At Havelu Lota, just 

outside Nuku'alofa , th ere is a gove r nment factory which , bes ides 

maki n g copr a, processes coconuts t o make dess ic a ted coconut and 

coir mat ting . The h i ghl y me chani sed f actory employs about 600 

people. Close to th o dessicated coconut f a ctory is anothe r 

government f u ctory which construc t s fu rnitur e and small boats . 

The Tonga Const r u ction Company empl oys some labourers, as do 

firms producing perishabl e goods such as bread and cordi a ls. 

Handicraf t s are an i mportant cottage industry associated with 

tourism . 

The government is tho l a r gest employer in Tonga. Its 

mSt j ·or ernpJ_qynrnnt sector.a a:r~ .fishi ng_ and trade v essels , the 

Da t el ine hotel , pub lic wo r ks , t e lephones , edu c a tion , police, 

electricity and the r adio stat i on . 

The proporti on of workers i n eac h occupa tion group 

diff e rs f rom tha t found in New Zeal and. Approximate f::\.gures are 

provide d i n Tab le XXVII . Over 8 0 p er c en t of the Tongan wpr k 

force i s , in some way , associa t ed with agricultura l production. 

This is th e major employm ent sector in the Ton gan e con omy a s 

little technica l or trade training is available outside Tongatapu . 

The a verag e Tongan migrant is there for e handicappe·d by 

an inferioT educ a tiona l 'b :J.ckgr·ouiid a nd l a ck of specinl :ised 

vocational tra ining available t o his New Zealand c ontemp orary. 

Hi s different e c onomic bn ckground, skills, experi ence, expecta tions 

a nd adapt ability gov ern his success in obtaining emploY,men t i n 

Au ckland . 



- - -

Table XXVII 

Proport ion Empl oyed in Each Occup~tional Group , 

Tonga and New Zcal~nd 1966 (Percentages) 

-; 
'l'rctnsport .:i.nd Pa rt M~nufacturin~ Country Agr i pult ur e Cor:11ncrce Ser vices 
Co::iriu~ic::itions 

- - - - - --

Tonga !+5 5 20 10 

New Zealand 
I 
10 20 20 10 

- -- -
Sourc e: Nevi Zea.land Census of Popul ntion and Dwel lings , 1966 , Vol . I 

and Wal sh , 1972 , 33. 

nnd i<nnufncturing 

10 

35 
: 

Oth0r 

10 

5 

--..) 

\N . 



74. 

Occupa tions of Migrnnts in Tonga 

As the Tongnn economy is b nsed prioarily on agriculture 

it was not surprising tha t 31 per cent of those interviewed were 

f a r mers in Tonga. Farming r ep r esented the ma jor occupational 

grouping for mi grants in nll ages and from each a rea. All 

occupational groupings were r ep r esented in the survey. A 

significa~t number of mig r ants were either n t scho ol or we r e not 

a ctively engaged in wage empl oyment in Tonga . This group 

comprised 15.5 per cent of t he sample. This group perhaps 

i ndicates the growing discontent with employment conditions in 

Tonga , a situa tion motiva ting t heir mi gration t o New Zealand . 

The third most significant occupationa l g ro up ing was 

l abourinG • No occupational groupi ng should be c onsidered as 

exclusive. Although the r espondent may have indic a ted labouring 

this wo.s often in conjunction Vlith f a r ming his api. Employment 

on the wharves i n Tonga as a labourer was for many t he wage 

earning opportunity n e cessa ry to purchase an airfare t o New 

Zealand . 

The thre e main island groups produced migr ants with 

diff ering occupat ional cb a r 2ct eristics. 

Table XXVITI 

Selected Occupa tional Chan1cteristics 

Island Percentage Percentage Pe"C'centage of 
of Survey of Farmers Professionals 

Tongatnpu 55 .• 5 58.8 53~3 

Hn ' apai 10.9 14. 7 6. 67 
Vava'u 23.6 26.4 26 .6 

Source: Survey. 
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Tongatapu and Ha ' apai accounted for a disp roportionate 

percentage of the f a rmers in the survey, while Vava'u produced a 

bnlanced stream of farmers and professional workers . Tho differ-

ing occupational b a ckgrounds of mi g r ants can be e xp l a ined in p a rt 

by recal l ing that those from Vava'u tended to be older, married 

and better qunlified thn.n those from :my other island group . 

Migrants from Tongatapu have the opportunity of wage employment. 

This situation is illustrated in tha t 69.2 per cent of labourers 

were born in Tongatapu , although this island accounted for only 

55 . 5 per c ent of the survey. 

Because of the scattered spatial pattern of the Ha 'apai 

group and t he limited employment opportuniti es outside f arming , 

the bi as towards this occupation is appar ent in t he survey. 

Tongan Employment in Auckland 1971 

Tongn.ns residing in the Cent r al Auckland Urban Area 

were employed in a limit ed number of industrial classifica tions. 

Distinctive patterns emerged when considering employment on the 

basis of sex. Significant numbers of male Tongans were employed 

in the manufacturing of food, chemic a ls, rubber, glass, clay 

products and metal furniture. The construction industry, 

who l esale trade and waterside cargo handling sector a lso 

employed Tongans. 

Tongan women , excluding those concerned with medical, 

dental and other health services, were concentrated in the 

manufacturing of wearing apparel , except footweat. This sector 

employed approximately 22 per cent of all female workers, and 
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appears t o be p opula r ~ith o t he r Polynesian gr oups as noted a bove. 

Othe r minor c on c e ntra ti on s occur i n th e r e t a i l a nd r estnurant­

h ot el sector. 

Ton gans a r e t h ere f o r e mainly a sso ci a ted with the 

mnnuf~cturi ng a n d c ons tru cti on s e c tors of t h e e conomy , in 

uns k i l l ed a n d p roduction line occupation s wh ich offer overtime . 

The p e rcen t ages of Ton gans empl oy e d in e a ch industria l 

class ification , diff e r fro m t hat o f t he tot a l employ ed popul~tion 

of t he Centra l Auckl a nd Urb an Ar ea , se e Table XXIX. Th ey are 

over-repres ented in th e ' manuf a cturing ' s e ctor. Conv ersely , 

Tongans a r e under-r epr e sented in nll othe r i ndu s tri a l 

c lassificat i on sectors . 

The predomi nance of mal es i n t he manu fac t uring secl ors 

underline.s t he cho.i n - mi gr n ti on '1.rra n gement Ton gans have e st ab -

lished with c e rt a in firms in Auc k l and. It is p os sibl e that 

m~nufacturing r e c e ives n si gn i fic a nt p rop ortion of immi gr a nt s who 

wou ld have oth e r wise be en engaged in t he c onstruction industry. 

Mos t of the women employe d i n t he 'commerc e ' s ector 

ar e prob a bly working in hotels a nd r estaurants while women 

employed in the 'service' sector were a ainly engaged in community 

and social services. There a ppears to be a t least 15 in this 

sector, employed as domestics at the National Women's Hospital. 

Major areas of Tongan population in the Central Auckland 

Urban Area, tend ·to house Tongans employed mainly in the manu-

facturing sector. In · a comparison between Tongans employed in 

manufacturing and those employed in all other industrial groups, 

Freemans Bay, Auckland Central and Newton had an excess of two per 



I 
Country 

Tonga n 

New 
Zeal a nd 

Tot a l 
Tongan 

Sourc e : 

Agriculture 
Forestry 

e t c . 

M F 

0 0 

. 6 . 2 

0 0 

Table XXIX 

Compar i son of .Empl oymen!_~y _Industry Tongans and Total Central 

Aucklan d Urban Area Pop ul a tion, 1971, (Percentages a nd Number) 

----I I 
jElec trici ty i 

Manufa cturing , G3s a nd Constru 

bWater_L_ 
M F F _ _____: __ 

ct 
Tr a nsport 

ion Comme rc e a nd 
Communication 

M F M F 
-- ----

F 

55.2 39 .4 I . 9 o 9 .1 7 I 12. 0 21 . 1 29.6 3. 5 

35 .7 30.7 . 9 . 19 10.5 8 17 . 8 22.4 11 . 6 5 . 6 

115 56 2 0 19 1 1-:120 5 

Department of St a ti s ti cs , unpublished fi gur es , 1971 Cens u s. 

Servic es 

M F 

12.9 35 . 2 

20 .6 38.3 

27 50 

To t a l 
Actively 
Engaged 

M F 

100.0 100.0 

100 . 0 100. 0 

208 142 

I 

'3 
'3 . 
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cent or more , employed in th e manuf3dturing sector. Likewise 

Kingsland, Sandringham ( Mt Alb ert) and Sandringham (Mt Roskill) 

have a l abour f orce employed predominantly in th e manufacturing 

sec t or. 

Table XXX 

Index of Segregation for Selected Areas , Between Manufa cturing 

a nd All Other Industrial Cl ass ific a tions, 

Centra l Auc k l and Urban Area, 1971 

Percent ag e of I Percentag e in all I Ar ea Tot a l in Other Industri a l 
I . 

Difference 

Au c kland Central 

Freemans Bay 

Newton 

Kings l and 

Sandringham a 

Sandringham b 

a Mt Alb ert. 

b Mt Roskill. 

Manufacturing 

5.4 
6. 8 

2.7 

8. 8 

10 . 8 
4. 1 

Group s 

I 
1 • 4 4.0 

4. 8 2.0 

. 7 2.0 

4.8 4.o 

8.9 i 1 . 9 
0 I 4. 1 

Source: Depar tment of St a ti s tic s, unpubl i shed figures, 
1971 Census. 

The ~vey r eveal e d tha t n early 64 p e r cent of Tongans 

were employed a s labourers. Clos e r examination of their 

employment revealed a concentra tion of Tongans in a few firms. 

These firms are classified as manufacturers of industrial 
.. 

chemicals ( especially fertilizers), of fabricated metal pro.ducts, 

electrical apparatus (especially batteries), and the construction 

group. The 10 persons interviewed in the Service , Sport and 

Recreation workers group were mainly associated with hospitals, 

and were exclusively female workers. Whereas each occupational 

I 
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group was represented in Tongan occupations, this was not true 

for New Zeal and occupations. Clerical, s ales, miners, transport 

a nd c ommunic a tion workers were not represen ted. 

A signific a nt change in the occupational sta tus of 

Tongans, h as taken place becaus e of migration. A c omparison 

between their occupation in Ton ga and th eir occupa ti on in New 

Zealand reveals a diminished representation in th e profess iona l 

a nd administra tive classifica tions. The change fr om f a rmin g , fish-

ing , hunting and logging is the most basic chanc e ne cessa r y for a 

rur a l popula tion settling in an urban environment. The l a rgest 

occupational changes have occurred in the labouring , cra ftsmen 

and production process worke rs a nd the s e rvic e , sport and 

recr eation worke rs. 

Cr oss tabulati on of mi grants' occupati on in Tonga and 

their occupati on in New Zeal a nd r eveal ed the extent to which 

migrants h av e been forced t o adapt t o th eir new envi ronment. 

Over a ll industrial classific a tions list ed in Table XXXI only 13 

out of 110 migrants held a j ob in New Zealand in a s i mila r 

classification to tha t held in Tonga . This switch to mainly 

labouring occupations is reason for concern. Of the 15 migrants 

who held professional positions in Tonga, only three held 

professional positions in New Zealand. Of the remaining 12, six 

were engaged in labouring p ositions, five in the service industry 

and one in an administrative position. 

No Tongan who worked in an administrative, clerical, 

sales, farming, mining, transport and communication or service 

industry held a like position in New Zealand (see Table XXXI). 

This means that migration had meant a change in occupation for 
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Table XXXI 

Occupations of Tongans in Tonga~ 

Central Auck l and Urban Area, 1974 

Occupation 

Profess iona l, t e chnical and 
r elated workers 

Adm inistrative , executive and 
managerial work e rs 

Cleric a l norkers 

I ::~::r:~r~:::ermen , hunlfers , 
. loggers and r elat ed workers 

Miners, quarrymen and related 
wo rkers 

I ~orkers in transport and 
1 communications 

Labourers , craftsmen, production 
process workers 

Service, sport and r ec r eation 
I work e rs 

Housewife 

Not actively en gaged 

Other 

I TOTALS 

Source: Survey . 

Tonga 

No . 

15 

11 

4 

3 

34 

1 

5 

13 

1 

6 

6 

11 

10 . 0 

11 . 8 

0.9 

5.5 
5.5 

10.0 

New 
Zealand 

No . 

4 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

70 

10 

22 

0 

0 

3.6 

1 • 8 

0 .0 

o.o 

1 • 8 

o. o 

o.o 

63 .6 

20.0 

o.o 
o.o. 

11 0 1 00. 0 11 0 1 00. 0 
. . I ' 
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86 . 3 per cent of Tongans. Close r examination reveals tha t 97 per 

cent had moved from farmin g in Tonga to labouring p ositions in 

New Zealand, and tha t over 5 , ~ p e r cent of t hose e mp loyed in 

ad~inist rat iv e positions in Tonga were in labouri ng p ositions in 

New Zealand. 

The most i mmobile occupat ional group were labourers. 

Here, 76 . 9 p e r cent held similar jobs in Tonga and New Zealand . 

The reasons for the change in occupation are similar to 

the motives for mi grating . Production line work offe rs high 

wa ges and ov e rtime p roducin g th e money to meet the mi grant's 

aspi r a tions. 

Marit al Status and Occun ation in Ton g a 

surv ey . 

Neve r married mi grants comprised 42 .7 p er cent of the 

They accounted for 58 . 8 per cent of th e farmers, fisher-

men , hunt ers , loggers and related workers . In comparison, the 

marri ed grou p (54.5 per cent of total survey) a ccounted for only 

41 . 1 per cent of this occupation. Married migrants i n cluded 

nearly al l the administrat ive, executive and managerial workers 

and 66 per cent of the sales workers. They were also over-

represented in the labourers, craftsmen and production process 

workers . (See Table XXII) 

There was a tendency, therefore, for never married 

migrants to te over-represented in the farming sector and for 

married migrants to be over-represented in the administrat ive 

sector. The age of married migrants , who have established 



Table XXII 

Ifarital Statu~-~d OccSEE-tion in Ton2 

I Occupatio: in ~ong~----i=~~--- --- Ne~~ried 1 l·!ari ta-;;b:t_~-i:-f;ew ·Z=~~~~~~;:ie-~------- _ 

I • I ---t 

No '. ~.; of Survey ! ;-; of Occupa.tion Group--4 i·;o 1 , :. of Survey L'; of Gcc upnt ion Gr oup 

Professional, t cc~rnic al TII -·~--1 46 . 6 - -- I - ~ l --- ~- ---, ---·--53~-
and. r~lated. workers . J ! 
Administrat:ve, executive 2 2 I 20 . 0 l 8. 7 30 . 0 
and managerial ~orkers I I I 

2 2 
1

1 50.0 ! 2 I ci.:~rical workers 
• 1 l 

1 1 . 009 I ]3. 4 ; 2! 

I 58 .c J 1 ,, I 
Sa l eo r:orkcrs 

Fnrm0rs , fisherm en , hunters 
log5crs and relc ted fforkers 20 

Miners , quarrymen and 
related workers - I 

Workers in Trnnsport 
and comraunications i 
Labourers , craftsmen , produc c 

tion process workers 7 

J 

I 

1d 

5 

I - 1 i 

38.4 

I I 
I 51 
I ~ I 
' v I 
I o 

2 

2 

13 

. 009 

5 

7 

Service ~ s:::iort and · 1 l . 009 I 100 . 0 i -1 
recrea tional uorkers i , 
Others , i~cludins housewivcr. 9! e 

1
1 42 . 8 ! '12. 11 

11 
& not o.ctivcly en ,:;agcd ! ~ 

----·------- --r--------r--·- ·---·--- -1 ---··- - · 

TO~AL l;~ 41. 01 i - ---·-·---· G~_L_ __ :>_L:~?_o7 - ----· .. ·------ -.... -~· ·- - · 

.'JO . 0 

SG . 6 

!:.1 . 2 

100 . 0 

100 . 0 

61 . 6 

57 . 2 

- .. - - - ---·-· -- ---
Note : Percentage tot2.ls of never !:mrric<l and m;:;.rri ed nill not ndd to 100 . 0 due to exclusion of divorc ed a nd 

nidowcd per sons . 
1 Never married persons comprised 42 .7 per cent of total survey . Source : .survey . 
2 Married persons co~prised 54 . ~ ~er cent of total sur vey . 

co 
ru 



themselve s in th e communit y comp a red with that of the n ev e r­

marri e d mi g r a nts, i n p a rt, a ccounts for t his trend. 

Employme nt St at us 

basis. 

Th e ma jority of Tongan s we r e employe d on a f u ll-time 

Only thre e persons of th e 11 0 inte rvi ewed, a ll f emal e , 

wer e e mployed on a part-time b a sis. The class ific a tion ' fu ll-

time ' s h ould b e int e r p r e t e d in th e wi des t p os si b l e way . Tongans 

we r e workin g c ons i de r ab l e periods of ove rtime , u p to six hours p e r 

day , six days a week . Some worked a per man ent s h i f t a n d a half, 

s t a rtin g a t 8 . 00 a . m. a n d fi n i sh i ng a roun d 10 . 30 p . m. Th i s 

a rrangemen t i s mutually a cc ep t able t o t he Tongans and emp l oyers 

al i ke . As the figures on wage s r e corded b e low i ndicate , To ngans 

a r c earni nG above ave r age wages . 

The basic wa ge , without ov ertime , for Tongan s living in 

Central Auc k land Urban Ar e a is shown i n Table XXXIII. This 

bimodal distribution is caused through part-time and othe r female 

employees receiving less remuneration than the full-time male 

employees. The table indicates that over 40 per cent earn $70 or 

more per week. If the almost continuous overtime r emuneration 

was added into this basic wag~ , the actual wage earn e d by Tongan 

migrants would appear to be more substantial. 



situation . 

I 
' 

I 
' I 
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Table XXXIII 

Basic Wage s of Tongans , Central 

Auckl and Urb~n A~~-L.2974 

Wage No. Percentage 
-$ 

30 - 39 2 1 • 8 

40 - 49 15 13 . 6 

50 - 59 9 8 . 2 

60 - 69 30 27 . 3 

70 - 79 I 
24 21 . 8 

80 - 89 13 11 . 8 

Mor e than 90 9 8 . 2 

No r esp onse 8 7 . 3 

TOTAL 11 0 100.0 

Sourc e : Survey . 

The comparison of age and wage r eveals a complex 

84 . 

Mi grants in th e $80 and above ca tegory tend to be 

older . About 33 per c ent of those in the 55 - 64 age group 

earned $80 or more. In the younger age group of 16 - 24 ab out 

13 per cent ear n $80 or mor e. The comparable figure for 25 - 34 

age group is 15 per c en t. 

Those in th e lowe r wage groups t end to b e younger. Nine 

out of the fift een p e rsons earning $40 - 49 per week were less than 

35 years of age, and six out of the nine persons earning $50 - 59 

per week were less than 25 years of age . 

The middle income earning Tongans present a more complex 

picture. Those earning b e tween $59 and $80 tend to fill an 

intermediate age posi tion. Over 30 per cent of the 25 - 34 age 

group earned $6 0 - 69 whi l e ov e r 3 0 per cent of the 20 - 24 age 

group e a rned $70 - 79 per week . 



Tabl e XXXIV 

Age a nd Wage 

0-15 16-1 9 I 20- 24 
Wage I -+·-~-

. $ No. % No . % -~ 
30 - 39 - - - - I 
40 - 49 1 ,100 .0 1 16 .0I 2 i 8 . 7 

50 - 59 2 I 33.0 I 3 I 13 

25 - 34 

No. 

55 -64 34-Lf4 45-54 
·---- - - --; 'I'ot a l s 

5 

- . 2 I 10 -- -- - - 2 

12. 5 I 
2 I 10 4 33 - - 15 

7.5 1 5 - - -- - 9 

No . I % No. I % 76 , / 
,~) No. 

3 

60 - 69 ·· - 1 -16 . 0 7., 30 . 4 13 

70 - '?9 -- - 2 33.0 7 l 30 . 4 9 

80 - 89 \ - - - •· /j- I 17 • 31 4 

90 and OVGr it - - -- -! -- I 2 
---·--'··---'---- - - --- - - - - . . l __ _ J __ _ 

I ' I ' _:_~TA~ __ _J 1 2~?" :_1 6 '.)8 .o I .'23 j 99.8 l 4o 

32 . 5 6 30 2 16 1 'i 6. 6 30 

22 . 5 3 15 1 8 . 3 1 ., 
33 2 l1-c 

I 10 1 5 2 16 . 5 2 133 I 13 µ_ _ _:_
1

_ 25 _ 2 __ ~= · ~-I - ~-~--~---~--
' 90 o0 20 100 ~2- _ 93 . 9.L _~ _ J s~~J_ __ ·102 _ __ . 

Note: J ome p erc entages do not add to 100 due ~o ~uspondents' error 

b~u1 : Sur vey. 

co 
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Gener al l y the r e l at ionshi p betwee n age and income 

appears to show t he young and e lderly earn slightly higher wages 

whi l e t he i ntermediate age group ear n th e mean i ncome . 

Income 

Sel ecting the eleven largest Tongan popul~tions, by 

s t a ti s tic a l subdivision i n the Central Aucklnnd Ur ban Area 1971 

f r om the Census data , r eveal ed information on Tongan inc ome. 

From a total of 377 per sons , 169 were earning i ncome and 208 had 

no source of i ncome . 

Women were earning about $1700 l ess than men . The 

ic1 a l e medium annual i nco;.1e was $3832 . 42 p l a cing the fe1:iale medium 

annual income about $2132 . The frequency o f persons in various 

i n c0i;1c groups as suppl ied by th e Statistics Department are 

recorded in Tab l e XXXV . 

Table XXXV 

Annual Income of Tongans 

Inc ome Numb e r Percentage 

0 - 2199 9 5.4 
2200 - 2998 19 11.3 

2999 - 3998 14 8 .3 

3999 - 1+998 51 30.2 

4999 - 5998 39 23.0 

5999 and over 37 21.8 

TOTAL 169 1 oo.o 

Source: Department of Statistics 
unpublished figur e s 1 1971 
Census. 



Me thod of Se curing Initial Employm ent 

Only e i ght of the 11 0 Tongans int e rvi ewed kn ew where they 

we r e to work prior to l eavin g Tonga. 

t here for e , to find employment. 

Their first task was , 

From th e pages of advertiseme nts in th e Auckland n ews­

papers for unskilled l ab our, it would appear to be a simple t ask 

t o find employment. Some p ro b l ems f a ced by th o mi gr ant seeki ng 

wo rk, however , a r e not rel a ted to th e buoyancy of th e employment 

mar ke t. In some c ase s th e Tongan i s not sufficiently versed in 

English to und erst and t he situations v a c a nt column. Travel to 

the factor y wher e wo r k may be a v a il ab le r equires th e use of public 

transport . Ag~in th e l anguage pr obl em and ins ecurity precipitated 

by a noisy, fr ight ening urban environment , makes this a maj or task. 

Having r eached the p rospective employmen t situat ion, the applic a nt 

may be finally r ejected because he l a cks sufficient English. 

In many c ases the newly a rrived migr ant fin ds employm ent 

through a r e l a tive or friend . Often he i s boarding with th e 

person who h e l p s a rrange this initial empl oyment. This me thod of 

finding employment can caus e some e mbarrassment to both th e Tongnn 

and the employer. The Ton gan a lr eady established in the f a ctory, 

may be embarrassed if his fri end is not employed. The employer 

conscious of industrial r e l a tions does not wish to offend an 

e st ablished employee, through not hiring the Tongan. It is not 

surprising to see , therefor e , that a near equal proportion of 

Tongan migrants in the Central Auckland Urban Area found employment 

either through a relative or on their own. In the former case the 

r e lative was usually active in taking the new arrival with him to 

work and supplying introductions to the personnel manager. In the 
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l a tt e r, various firms would be suggested, a n d transport systems 

e xplained , so that the mi gr an t c ould e f f iciently appl y for employ-· 

men t alone. Tab l e XXXVI outline s how 103 mi g rants found the ir 

initial employment . 

Tongans who stayed with th e person who a rranged their 

initi a l accommodat ion we r e a sked whether thi s pe r son a l so a rranged 

th eir first e~ployment. Of the 92 persons in this category , 46 

had received assistance in loc a ting t heir initial e~ploymant fro m 

t he per son wh o also supplied their initia l a ccommod a tion . The 

re maining 46 had found their own employment . Togeth er this 

a ccounts for 83 . 6 per cent of t he survey . This proporti on 

co mpurcs favourably with Table XXXVI where an a lmost equal numbe r 

of Tongans had found their initi a l employment throu gh re l 2 tives , 

as through their own efforts. 

Tabl e XXXVI 

Me t hod of Fi nd i l'!-g Initial Employme~ 

Form of Ass istanc e No . Percentage -
Family 9 8. 2 

Re l a tive 
a 36 32 . 7 

Fri end 21 19 . 1 

Church 2 1 . 8 

Gov e rnment b 1 0. 9 
Own 34 30 . 9 
Oth e r 7 6 , Lr 

TOTAL 110 100. 0 

a Other t han t hose born to the mi gr ant's 
parents. 

b Tongan Government Scholarship . 

Source: Survey . 

I 



The me thod of gaining initial employment through the 

ass istance of other Tongan mi gr an t s is again highlighted when 

exami ni ng with whom th e mi g r ant wo r ks . Only seven of t he mi g r an ts 

intervi eued d i d not wo r k with other Tongans . There a r e e c onomic 

and psy chologi cal r easons why 83 . 6 pe r c en t of Ton~ans choose to 

wo r k with other Tongans . The sooner To11gans c an find employment, 

espe cially when hol ding a t hree mon t h per mit, th e soon er they c a n 

eur n money. As i nitial contacts are made t h r ough f e llow 

countrymen t hey are more lik e ly t o work i n indus tri es with other 

Tongan3 . This provides t he securit y of l anguage, knowing the 

time wo r k commences, havin g persons a round with whom you can 

converse in Tongan; especially when p r oblems a rise on the f a ctory 

floo r, and p r oviding social opport unities. Having esta~lished 

himself in employment , th e Tongan is like l y t o remain and to be a 

s t able wor ker . 

The Journey to Work 

Tongans interviewed in the survey lived a t some dis t ance 

fro m th eir p l a c e of employment . Figure 11 indic a t es t he volume 

and direction of flow for thos~ intervi ewe d . The ma jority of 

Tongans shown in this figur e are male. It excludes 15 females who 

r esided a t t hei r 

lived and work ed 

p l a ce of emploY\ The ma jority of these females 

a t the National Women ' s Hospital i n Gr eenla n e . 

The arrows in Figur e 11 show, th erefore, a journey to 

work in the direction of industrial c oncerns outside th e statistical 

subdivisi on i n whi ch t he Tongan resided. The f l ow to Glenn Innes 

and St Johns , Penr ose and Te Papapa are major while the movement to 
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Auckland Central and in particular , the wat er front area is again 

significant . 

The f i gure does not indicate the journey to work within 

a stat i stical boundary. Obvi ous ly the increasing number of 

Tongans l iving in Rosebank wi ll be employed a t th e gro wing 

indus tr ial co mp l ex in t hat area. It is pr obable tha t many Tongans 

not r e c or ded in the survey are employed in the Ponsonby, Herne Bay 

and i nner city zone, where they also r esi de. 

Only one Tongan who had to travers e i n exces s of t wo 

statistical boundari es, did not travel by bus . Buses p r ovi de a 

cheap and efficient service from the Karangahape Road out to the 

indust ri al suburb s ind ica ted above. The pattern which has emerged 

underl i nes t he i~port an c e of availab le accommodati on and associa ­

tion with other Tongans , r a th er t han place of employmen t as the 

major det e r minant of r es idential l ocation for th e Tong~ns i n t he 

survey . With an increasing proportion of Tongans resident in the 

outer suburban zone this l engthy j ourney t o wo r k will become l ess 

significant in th e rel a ti onshi p between r es i dence 2nd p l ace of 

wo r k . 

Occupational Mobility 

Tongan mi grants t end to r emain at th eir i nit i al employ -

men t for the duration of their permits. Of th e 110 p e rsons 

int e rviewed , only 17 had change d employment since t heir a rrival in 

Au ck land. Of those 17 persons only t wo had changed employment 

more than once. About half of these changing employment did so 

because remunera tion a t their initial firm was unsatisfactory~ 

Three Tongans changed employmen t because they wen t back to Ton ga 
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f or a bri ef p eriod . Two of t h e se people r e tur n e d t o Tonga , 

succ e ss f u l ly applied f or a n ew p e r mit, and r e turn e d to diffe r en t 

f irms . On e was a p e r man ent r e siden t who we n t b a ck to Ton gn f or 

a h oli day . Oth 0r r eas on s f or chan gi ng i n clude d ' f ound wo r k t oo 

d i ff icult ', ' l a n guage p robl em ' , ' wan t ed a change ', an d a n 

i n t e r es t i ng r eas on ' I took a j ob t h e re until I kne w my way a r ound '. 

Th e se r easons p r ovi de s ome ins i ght int o t he difficult i e s f a c inG 

Ton gan mi gr a nts ent e r ing New Zea l a nd . 

To ngans t end t o h a ve g ood i ndust r i a l rel a ti ons with 

man agement and r ema i n in t he one job. Thi s i s a t tra c tive t o 

e mp l oye r s a s a r eport on t h e Hut t Va ll ey Tongan l a bour s c hem e 

i n dic a t es . Mr E . C . O. ~ats on , Chairman of the Hu t t Val ley 

Chamb e r of Commer ce and I n dus try I mm i gr a t i on Comoi tt ee comment e d 

t hat : 

11The Tongans a r e extr e mely g ood wor k e r s and d emand fo r 
them by compan i es i n t he Hutt Vall ey h ns i ncr eased so 
much that I wish we co uld bring mo r e in . The r e was 
tr emendous enthusia s m f o r t he sch em e i n Tonga a n d t h e 
fac t t ha t we we r e unab l e t o ~c comrn odat e a l l the 100 
sel ec t ed c a us ed c onc e r n t her e 11 . 37 

Lon g h ours of wo r k , mi n i mal l ab ou r unr est and negligibl e 

ab s e nt e ei sm , is a r esult of t he Tongan wishing t o e a rn th e ma ximum 

p o s sibl e i n come in t he limit e d time a vail abl e . Some Tongans a r e 

p a rticu l a rly c a r e f u l not to off e n d e mploy ers nnd to keep within 

t he l ~w beca us e they h a v e ov e rst a yed th e ir p e r mit. Employers are 

awar e of this situa tion which may l ead to exploit a tion. Organisa-

ti on s such a s th e Citizens Associa ti on for Ra ci a l Equa lity, C.A.R.E. 

a nd the Fe d e r a tion of La bour we r e holding r egula r me etings in 

Auckla nd t o discuss the rights of mi gr a nt l a bour. 

Sub missions fr om C.A.R.E. to Mr F. Colman, Minister of 

Immi gr a tion, on 12 Februa ry 1974 include: 
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"the pr e s e nt s itua tion of Pa cific I s l a nd worke r s in New 
Zeal a n d shoul d b e l egitimi se d, a n d a gener al amnes t y 38 d e clare d for o.11 t hose who hav e ove r s t a y e d t heir pcr mit s 11

• 

In per haps emotive t er ms t he s u bmi ss i on des cribes t he 

presen t s ituati on as ' high l y unsati sfac t o r y ', and ' aki n t o b l a ck -

mai l fo r Pac i f i c Islan de r s who h nve ove r stayed t heir permit s '. 

Some r easons f or l abour s t ab ility am ong Tongan mi gr o.nts 

are t he securi ty of work i ng wi th fe ll ow Tongans, the inconveni e nc e 

and l oss of pay thr ough c hangi ng empl oymen t duri ng a t h r ee month 

peri od , t he c a r e f or l ab our r e l a tion s p r omo t ed t hrough expire d 

pe r mit s and effort s o f s ome empl oyer s to a c comm oda t e t he s peci a l 

needs of Is l and l abour. 

One fir:n , L . J . Fi she r and Compnny , has an exc e ll e nt 

re c or d of ass i s t in g Pacif ic I s l a nd wo r ke r s . Pr ovi sion durin g wo r k 

t i me for Engli sh l anguage cla s ses and t he servic es o f a tra ined 

per sonnel offi cer, fl uent in Maori a nd c apable of cl os e rapp ort 

with Tongan s , has a ttra ct e d many I s l a n d worke rs t o thi s fact o r y . 

Summary 

The ma j ority of Tongans working in Auckl a n d hav e h a d 

little experience in f a ctory employm ent. Their agr a ria n back-

g r ound means they h a ve had to adapt r a pidly to regula r hours in 

unfamiliar industrial surroundings. The occupations of Tongans 

in Auc k land r e flect a striking simila rity to those of other 

Polynesians. As p a rt of this group their occupational and income 

characteristics show a marked dissimilarity from tha t of the total 

Auckland population. 
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Few persons interviewed held employment simil~r to tha t 

undert ~ken in Tonga . This app lied equa lly to professional and 

other c a te g ori es o Employment in New Zealand was not p re-a rrange d 

f or t he mi granto The new a rrival was, however , ass isted in 

r ap i d l y ~cquiring e mp loyment by a rel2tive or friend . ~forking 

with othe r Ton gans was preferred as this provided some relief from 

the problems of l anguag e and loneliness. Employers generally 

r egarded Tongans a s stable wo r k ers willing to work long h ours. 

Females a nd mnles h a ve a dist inctive and n a rrow occupa-

tionn l p a tt e rn. The garment indus try is u significnnt employer 

o f women whi l e the heavy indus trial f a ctories a re ma jor employe rs 

of men. The employmen t s ituation refl e cted t he aspir~tion of a 

mi gr ant popul~t ion with only a short pe rio d a vail ab l e to mee t 

their a ims. The ir ' gangs' in cert a in firms we r e of benefit to 

both the emp loyer and th e n ew mi g r an t. 

Those included in the survey tended to reside in the 

centre of Central Auckland Urb an Aren , while their employment was 

located on the peripher y. This situa tion appea re d t o be changin g 

a s the growth of bo t h industry and th e proportion of Tongans living 

i n the out e r suburban zone develops. 

The Tongans interviewed we re earning a medium income of 

$60 - 69. As the moti~e for migrating was 'economic' the majority 

of Tongans in the survey were found to be employed full-time and to 

work considerable periods of over - time. 



CHAPTER SIX 

RESIDENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS 

The Spa ti a l Distribution of Tongans in New Zealand 

In 1971, 94 . 3 per cent of Tongans lived in the North 

Island. This was an incr ease over t he 1961 fi gure, when 89 .79 

per cent resided in the North Island. Thus , since a t least 1961, 

there h a s been a trend toward a North Island con c entra tion of 

Tongans. Not only h a s t he p opulation a continuing northerl y 

concentra ti on , but a lso an urban loca tion . In 1966 , the North 

Island urban a r eas a lone a ccountect f or 78 . 31 39 per cent of the 

Tongan popula tion. By 197 1 i t h a d r enched 95 . 12
40 

per cent f or 

th . .. l 41 e simi nr a rea s. As with the s t a tistica l a r eas , the trend in 

UPban divisions is towards a north erly concentration . 

Areas of signific a nt Tongan s e ttlement during the int e r-

censal period 1966-1971 were all in t he North Isla nd. These 

were Auc k land, Rotorua, Uppe r Hut t, Lower Hutt and Porirua Basin . 

Polynesians in Auckland 

Since the end of World War II, Polynesian migration 

has assumed fairly major proportions. Cook Islanders, Samoans, 

Tokelau and Niue Islanders, through their political a ssociation 

with New Zealand, have h a d relatively easy ent~y into New Zea land. 



Table XXXVII 

T?ngans by Ea ch St at i stical Ar ea , 1966 and 1971 

1966a 1971 
Distr-ict : --

.Svb -total~ 
European - Tongan Tong3.n - Toncnn-

' 
. Tongan European N. Z. Maori 

. . .. ....,. ._, 

Northland 3 9 3 · 0 0 

Centra l Auckland 292. 779 495 133 21 

s . Auckland Bay of Pl enty 25 138 63 . 16 7 

East Coast 1 0 1 0 0 

Hawkes Bay 2 15 11 . 0 0 

Taranaki 2 1 2 1 I 0 

Wellin~ton 53 126 107 4 3 
Marlborough 0 4 1 0 0 

Ne l son 5 5 0 0 0 

Westl a nd 0 0 0 0 0 

30 30 ' 4 Cante rbury 25 0 

Otago 7 15 14 1 1 

Southland 1 7 7 1 2 
' ·- ~ 

TOTAL 421 1 , 129 729 160 34 
. . . 

Petcen~age pf tota l 100 55 . 02 35 . 53 7 . 80 1.66 
.. 

a Does not include Tongan - European . 

Sour.c e : Department of St.at i s tics unpublished figures, 1966 and 1971 Census. 
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Table XXXVIII 

Tongans by Urban Areas, 1966 a nd 197 1 

1966a 1971 
District . 

Sub -tot a l s 08 48 56 63 

Whangarei 2 

I 
3 2 0 0 

Auckland 969 781 481 133 21 

Hamilton 2 l 25 14 2 I 0 

Tnuranga 3 9 2 3 I 0 i 

Rotorun 4 50 10 1 6 

Gisborne 1 0 1 0 0 

4 
I 

Napi er 0 9 I 0 I 0 
' I Has tings 1 3 2 I 0 0 

I i New Plymouth 1 0 

I 
2 1 0 

Palmerston North 0 0 2 1 0 

Lower Hutt ) 22 I 2 1 0 

Uppe r Hutt 
) 

20 7 ! 8 2 0 ) I 
Porirua Bas i n ) 32 I 9 0 0 

I 
I 

Welling ton 25 37 

I 
67 0 3 

Wanganui 2 I 2 11 0 0 
b I 

I Masterton - I 3 1 0 0 

Nelson 4 ! 3 I 0 0 0 
I 

Christchurch 22 i 23 

I 
13 2 0 

Timaru 7 
I 

0 9 2 0 I 
l I 

Dunedin 7 i 13 13 1 1 
I 

Invercargill 1 7 1 1 2 

TOTAL 1'071 . 1,029 654 150 33 

Percentage of total 100 55.14 35 .05 .. 1 8 .04 1. 77 
I 

a Does not include Tongan Europeans. 

b Masterton not included as Urban Area 1966. 

Source: Department of Statistl~a unpublish ed figures, 
1966 and 1971 Census. 
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Ra cial 
Classification 

Tongan 

European Tongan 

Tongan Europeci.n 

Tongan N. Z . Maori 

TOTAL 

Tab l e XXXIX 

Racial Di s tribution of Tongans in Auckland 

Stat i st ical Ar ea, 197 1 

Auckland N. Auckland ~-J . Auckland C. 

--
22 46 327 

86 100 440 

3 6 94 

0 0 6 

111 152 867 

Source : Department of Statistics unpublished figures , 1971 . 

Auckland S . 

86 

155 

30 

15 

286 

Tot a l 

481 

'(81 

133 

21 

1 ' 416 

'° (XJ . 
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Other I s l a nders, including Fijian s , Tonga ns and those from French 

Polynesia, have be e n f a ced with tighter i mm i g r a tion restrictions. 

Consequently the mi gr a ti on of thes e people to New Ze a l a nd has 

b een curtail ed . 

Auckland was th e main destinat ion for Island i mmi gr a nts 

bas ica lly because o f it s expanding employmen t opportunities and 

its i mp ortan c e as a port o f en try. In 1956 t h e Pa cific Island 

popula tion of the Au ck l a nd Ur ban Ar ea was 4 ,720 . By 1966 it 

had grown t o 16 , 057 . Betw e en 1956 and 1966 , th Gr efore , Pacific 

Islanders i n Aucklan d i n cr eased their numbers by 240 per cen t. 

By 1971 t he Pacific Island populati on of t he Centra l Auckla nd 

Ur ban Area, a lone , was 16,1 68 . 

The flow of I s l a n d i mmi gr ant s to Auckl a nd hns creat e d a 

s itua tion in whi ch Pa cific Isla nde r s a re th e l Qr gest proportion 

of ur ban dwell er s of th e main r a cia l gro ups in Ne w Zealand . I n 

1 966, 87 per cent of I s l anders r es ident in New Zealand we r e in th e 

then 18 urb an a r eas. Tongans a l s o r es i de d mainly in urban areas 

wi t h 90 .5 pe r c en t r es i ding in urb an a r eas in 1 966 . Auckl a nd 

r ep r esented t he main conc entra tion of Tongans. In 1966 , 

approximately 73 .2 per cent of the total Tongan popul a tion of New 

Zeal a nd lived in Auckland. 

The Settlement of Pacific Islanders in Auckla nd 

The destination of Pacific Islanders a rriving in 

Auckland before t he l a te 1950 1 s tended to be the inner city, the 

oldest residential aDea surrounding the Central Business District. 

LIBRARY 
MASSEY UNIVERSITY 
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Subsequently, the newer outer suburbs have received the flow of 

Pac ific Islanders . The r eason for this chan ge in the destina-

tions of mi grants was r e l::i.ted pa rticularly to the s e ttlement of 

their kinfolk in the city. 

Vari a tions in the choice of destinations do occur between 

the different e thnic groups b e caus e of dissimilarities in the 

r e l a tive distribution of the es t ablished memb ers of each group. 

This distribution is in part r e l a t ed to t he l egal standing of 

various immi grant groups and th e dura tion of their permits. 

Eligibility for State housing h a n been an a ttra ction for Cook 

Isl a nders, Samoans, Niueans and Tok e l a uans to mov e to the outer 

suburbs. Pa cific Islanders l ag behind Maoris in their tendency 

t o disperse to the newer h ousing estates, portly bec a use of 

gr eater social coh es ion and partly because they h a ve rece~ved 

less housing assis tance fro m the State. Al though thes e factors 

continue to be import a nt det e rminants of residential location for 

Pa cific Islanders, the broad areas within which housing choices 

are made continue to be determined by t h e socio-economic statu s 

of Polynesi a ns. 

The inner city, with its steep narrow roads , closely-

spa~ed houses and pre-1914 vintag e, availability of tempora ry 

accommodation, social linkages with es tablished r esidents, 

proximity to work-places, socia l entertainment centres _and shops, 

h as been shown to be an importffi?-t place of residence_ for Polyne~ 

sians . Curson has su~gested that Cook Islanders concentrate in 

the city centre due to the: 

"recency of their arrival on the Auckland scene, their 
desire to live with or close -to other Isla nders and 
the relative ease of obtaining some type of accommodation 
there, either with established· Cook Islanders 0r in one -

•.' 



of the relatively large number of purcuaseable or 
rentable houses vacated by Europeans 11 • 2 
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The inner city appears to act as a halting a r ea
43 for 

Polynesians. McCreary notes tha t: 

"there is a strong tendency for th e inner area to b e 
used as a halting point from which the people 44 
r edistribute themselves to the outer suburbs". 

Tongans appear t o follow patterns of residential 

distribution similar to those established by other Polynesians. 

There were, however , significant differences in their spatial 

organisation at th e time of the 1971 Census. 

Tongans Resident in the Auckland Urban Are a 

Between 1956 and 1971 the Tongan population r es iding 

in the Auckland Urban Area increased from 583 to 1416. (See 

Table XXXX) This represented in 1971, 69 per cent of the tot a l 

Tongan population of New Zealand. As Table XXXVIII shows, 

Au ckla nd is the focus of Tongan popula tion in New Zealand. 

Within Auckland the spa tial distribution of the Tongan 

population has changed since 1966. Unfortunately, due to the 

adjustments of statistical boundaries, and the unpublished form of 

census data for Tongans, no accurate intercensal comparison of 

populations was a vailable for the 1966 to 1971 period. 

The majority of Tongans resident in the Auckland 

Statistical Area 1971, were in Auckland Central.
4

5 This area 

includes all the densely settled suburbs of the inner city area , 

and is the traditional halting zone for Polynesians. Auckland 

South, a growing industrial area, contained 286 Tongans in 1971, 



V) 

z 
< 
~ 
z 
0 
t-

LL 

0 
z 
0 
t-
< u 
0 _, 

.. 

i 

-"' 0. -
c 
z 
< _, 
~ 
u 
::::> 
< u 

~ 0. ~ 0. ~ 0. ~ 

j -NM"'lflit")-O 
0. I I I I I I 
I O 0 O 0 0 O 0-,.. ...... .,, . 

I 1 1 1 1 1 1 I Ill 



103. 

Auckland West and Auckland North 152, and 111 Tongans respectively 

in 1971. 

Racial Distribution of Tongans in New Zealand 

The maj ority of Tongans are classified by the Census 

Department as European-Tongan. This group accounted for 55 per 

cent of the total Tongans in New Zealand in 1971. The urban 

areas of Auckland, Hamilton, Rotorua, Upper Hutt and Po~irua 

Basin, are all major urban concentrations, exhibiting a predom-

inantely European-Tongan concentration. 

of pure Tongans, is Wellington . 

One notable conc entration 

Although this latter group is a minority , it accounted 

for slightly over a third of the Tongans in the Auckland 

S t at istical Area in 1971. 

The Ton~an Pofulation of the Central Auck+and Urban Area 

There are nine statistical subdivisions in the Central 

Urban Area that exhibited a 1significant 146 increase in Tongan 

population over the intercensal period 1966-1971. Five of these 

nine growth areas were within the Mt Albert and Mt Eden 

Boroughs. 

Boroughs. 

The other four areas were peripheral to these 

The central growth area comprised the statistical sub­

divisions of Kingsland, Mt Albert Central, Sandringham (Mt 

Albert), Mt Eden North and Mt Eden South. The peripheral 



growth areas were Ros ebank, Herne Bay, Ponsonby and Ellerslie 

Borough. 

Between these central and peripheral growth areas were 

three statistical subdivisions which showed decreases in Tongan 

p opula tion over t he same period. Gr ey Lynn, located b e t ween the 

peri pher a l growth areas of Ponsonby and Hern e Bay i n t he north 

and Mt Eden/Mt Roskil l Boroughs i n the south , had a r eduction in 

Ton gan population from 87 to 52 in the 1966-1971 period. In 

the south , Sandringham ( Mt Roskill) and Royal Oak had significant 

declines in Tongan popula tion. (See Appendix A) 

Other maj or a r eas of Tongan population were ad j a c en t to 

th e 'p e ripheral areas' . These include Avonda l e North, Freemans 

Bay a n d Oronga ad j a cent to t he Ellerslie Borough . 

The main concentra tion of Tonean p opul a tion was there-

for e generally loca ted in a band s tretch i ng south - east f rom 

Herne Bay , around One Tree Hill to include Oron ga and Ellersli e 

Borough, 

Tongans in Three Urban Zon e s 

For the purpose of t his r es earch t he Tongan's p opul a tion 

dynamics were examined within the framework of three zon es. 47 

These three zon e s divide the Central Auckland urban a rea into 

three unequal sectors. They are the inner city zone, th e inner 

suburban zone and the out e r suburban zone. The three zones were 

chosen as functional units both in t e rms of size and compatibility 

with previous research. Table XXXXII indicates the cha nge s in 



Ethnic Group 

Samoans 

Cook Islanders 

Tongans 

Table XXXX 

Proportions of Polynesian Groups Res ident in New Zeal and 

and th e Auckl a nd Urban Are~ 1956- 1971 

·---· 
Numb er Auckland Numb er New Zealand % in Auckland . 

1956 1966 1971 1956 1966 197'1 1956 1966 

2 , 288 7 , 538 13' 641 3 , 740 11 , 842 22 , 198 61 .1 8 63 .5 
1 ,088 4 ! 391 7 , 271 2 , 320 8 ,883 13,772 46 . 9 50 .7 

583 969 1'416 1 ,043 1 ' 389 2 , 052 55 . 9 69 .6 
- -· ·- --

Sourc e : New Zealand Census of Populati on and Dwellings, Vol . 7 , Rac o , 1956, and 1966. 
Department of Statistics, unpubli shed figur es 1971 Census. 

Table XXXXI 

Gr ov1th °.! ... T_o.I1_,;;3-_n_..!_'_o:oyla t~~n- .~~u.~klan_~ 

~ I P 1
-·-. -. - I % Born in I Average all Polyncsi nns 

r opu a ci cn 1 • 

1 Tonga born in the I slands --- - -·----· _ _____ . ______ J _ ________ ...... ____ -·--- ·-

! 1956 I 553 l 8~ .6 ! 83 . 9 I 
1961 l 723 i 73 . 8 : 72.9 4 

I I ' ! 
1966 I 969 j 55 .1 ~ 39 .? I 

·--·~--------·- ·----------- -----.. ---------_! 
Sou ::.·1~): N27 7eal anJ CoGsus af Popula tion an d Dwellings. 

1971 

61.4 

52 . 8 

69 . 0 

_, 
(_) 
\ '": 
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the proportion of Tongans resident in th e thre e zones in the 

1956-1971 period. The inner city zone has accounted for a 

rapidly diminishing proportion of the Tongan populatio~Auckland, 

while the outer suburban zone in particula r has a ssumed a major 

role as th e Tongan r es i dential a r ea . 

YeQr 

1956 

1966 

1971 

Table XXXXII 

Changes in th e Proportion of Tongans Reside nt 

in the Thr ee Zones of Auckland , 19 56-1 97 1 

Inn e r Ci ty Inn er Suburban Out e r Suburb a n 

42.1 23 .2 34 .6 

27 .1 25 . 8 47 .3 

19 . 8 26 . 5 53 . 6 

Source: Ne w Zealand Census of Population and Dwellings , 
no date , 1966 , Volume 1 a nd Departm ent of 
St a tistics unpublished fi gur e s, 1 971 Census. 

Ther e h a s been a steady decline of approximately 

7.4 per cent during every five y ear period, in th e proportion of 

Tong ans resident in the inne r city. Conversely t he r e has been 

an increase of approximately 6 . 3 per c ent durin g eve ry five y ear 

p e riod in the proportion of Tongans resident in the outer 

suburban zone. The balance appeared to be residing in the 

inner suburban zone. Although th e out e r suburban zone conta ins 

the highest proportion of Tongans, as shown in Tab le XXXXII, the 

inner suburban zone shows the major growth points as outlined 

above. 
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The Inner City Zone 

This zone has traditionally been a n area of Polynesian 

mi grants. It is not, as shown , a maj or a r ea of Tongan popu-

l ation. Only 19 . 8 per cent of Tongans r es i dent in the Central 

Auckland Urban Ar ea , 1971 , lived in this zone. Two a r eas i n 

t his zon e showed a decrease in th e Tongan compon en t of their 

popul a tion ov e r t he 1966-1971 period . They were Grey Lynn 

with a loss of 35 persons and Parnell with a lo ss of 7 persons . 

On e r eason for t h i s i nner cit y zone housin g fewer 

Tongans i s associated with urban r enewal and th e subsequen t 

s t ep - wi se mi gr a tion of Tongans to th e centra l gro wth area of 

Mt Albert/Mt Eden Boroughs . As Whit e l aw states : 

11 To a c er t ain ext ent it i s nec esoary to acknowl e dge 
that l and use chan ges in the first zone ( i nner 
c ity) , have been p a rtly instrumental in initia ting 
t he centrifugal movement i dentif i ed. Dem olition 
of old dwellings and thei r replacement by both c ity 
counci l and state fi nan ced t8ats has reduc ed the 
stock of older st r uctures 11

• 

Ot he r factors r e i nforc i ng t his centrifugal movement were the 

urban motorway with t he c onsequent loss of housing . 

A number of factors hav e been influential i n the 

location of Tongans i n t he i nn e r city zone. As r e c ent a rriva ls 

without New Zeala nd citizenship the Tongan is n ot elig i b l e for 

St a t e a ssisted a ccommodat ion or welfare. As Cur s on states th ey 

are "at th e b a ck of th e housing queue , a nd also a t the back of 

th e queue to move to a more desired suburban loca tion". 49 

Without th e c apital to enter the p rivate housing ownership ma rk et, 

many Tongans loc a te in the transitiona l inner city zone . 

The apparent l a ck of capital is not t he only 
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det e rminant of their residential concentration. Although 

labouring may be regarded as a low income occupat ion, it has 

been illustra ted that Toncan mi gr an ts e a rn hi gh wa ges. 

Economics as a r e sidential det e rminant has a dual role. First 

as the miGrant has limited capital on a rrival it determines a 

low rent a rea. Secondly, to a ccumulate t he maximum poss ibl e 

capital in a short period a low rent a r ea i s again d e sirable. 

Economic factors alone do not a ccount for the r es iden-

tial concentration of Tongans in the inner city zone. Curson 

has noted in regard to Polynesians "that th eir c oncentra tion is 

socially determined and socially p e rpetuated 11 •
50 As most 

Tongans stay initially with friends or relatives and sometimes 

owe their a ir-fares to these people, such a pa ttern is sustained 

by the cumulative effect o f migra tion. 

Evidence of Ton gan c ulture abounds i n the city centr e . 

The Tongan Club in Ponsonby Road is an imp ortant focus for men 

who have brou ght the drinking school institution fro m t he 

Islands. nnother club is located in Herne Bay , adver tisemen ts 

in Tongan and articles of Tongan clothing and artifacts for sale 

are found around the Ponsonby Road, Karangahape Road, Great 

North Road and West End Road area. These aspects plus the 

Methodist Churches at Herne Bay and Central Auckland, toge ther 

with the Pacific Islanders Concregational Church, offer the 

Tongan migrant an attractive social environment. To the Tongan, 

ill-equipped in terms of skills, finance and experience to meet 

the new environment, these social institutions provide a 

psychological link with his home. 

the situation when he states: 

Curson neatly summarizes 



•iThe emergence of Polynesian residential concentrations 
in Auckland is • • • a function of the low status of 
immi grants, the recency of their arrival , th e housing 
market, and the changing nature of the inner city area , 
as well as a concerted desire on the part of Islanders 
to retain some aspects of traditional life 11 . 5 1 

Although most Tongans are b ilingual and speak English 

in addition to their Island dialect, they have come from a socio-

economic background markedly different from the highly differen-

tiated industrial and urban society of New Zealand. Faced with 

this transition , many immi gr ants have initially tended to seek the 

c ompany of people from their own islands. 

The Inn e r Suburbatl Zone 

The inn e r suburban zone contained 42 per cent of 

Tonga ns resi ding in the Central Auckland Urban Area at th e time 

of the 1971 Census . It was the most dynamic growth zone of 

Tongan population in New Zealand. From 1966 to 1971 th e Tongan 

population of this zone increased from 249 to 38 1. Major growth 

points within this zone were Herne Bay ( +20) , Mt Alber t Cen tral 

(+13), Sandringham (Mt Albert)(+20) , Mt Eden South (+15) , and 

Ellerslic Borough (+1 8) . It would appear that this zone is 

assuming the role of initial halting zone for new migrants, the 

role played by the inn e r city zone through the 1950 1 s and 1960 1 s . 

The growth points within this zone contain houses of pre-1930 

vintage long since vacated by their original owne rs. It is a 

zone of residential transition in the redevelopment of Auckland, 

providing ample accommodation as houses are converted into flats 

and readily tenanted by displaced and incoming Pacific Islanders . 
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From an examination of the thre e zones it is probable 

that a st epwis e migration f rom th e inner city zone and perha ps 

direct fro m the Is lands~ compris e s some of th e increase noted 

in th e inne r and outer suburban a r eas . Both th ese a r eas had 

abs olu t e i nc r eases of over 100 p e rsons in t he 1966-1 971 inter­

censal period.52 The oute r suburban z one a lso showed an increase 

i n Tongan p opulation . Growth points i~ this zon e ar e Ros ebank 

(+21), New Wi nds or (+1 9) , East Tamaki (+1 8 ) and Mt Wellington 

Borough (+1 6) . 

It would s eem t hat , given a s itua tion of sust a ine d city 

growth and r e deve lopm ent together with the arrival in the centre 

of furth er Polynesians, the pressure on th e supply of r e sidences 

in t he inne r city zone will generate centrifugal forc es . These 

i n turn will enco urage the movement into the inne r and outer 

suburban zones. It i s doubtful i f this centr ifugal movemen t will 

match th e concentric patt erns propounded by t he Ch i cago urban 

ecologists in the 192 0 1 s. Ra the r, subsets of areas with i n the 

metropolitan framework appear to be developin g . 

In the traditional trans ition ar eas of Ponsonb y and 

Herne Bay , th e location of employment opp ortunities does n ot 

appear to be th e prime r eason for th e concentra tion of Tongans. 

Conversely the growth of the Tongan community in th e out e r suburbs 

is probably associated with employment opportunities. 

The growth in the numb ers of Tongans resident in the 

outer suburbs illustrates the sequential residential relocation 

pattern discussed by Whitelaw.53 In a study of residential 

selection in Auckland, Whitelaw found that there was an initial 

build-up of Maoris in the inner city zone and then an infiltration 
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of the second and third zones over a period of time. 54 The 

Maori concentration in the first zone had r eached its peak by 

1951, and some 10 years l a ter in the second zone. 

The Tongan community would appear to have reached its 

peak in the inner zone about 1956 and to be increasing in both 

the inner and outer suburban zone since then. 

The process of invasion and succession has not 

p roce eded in seometric manner. As White l aw states: 

11 It is obvious, at l east in the case of Auckland , that 
the process of invasion and succession by Maoris and 
Islanders is arrested at a critical distance from the 
C. B. D. A barrier of older , wel l preserved and 
relatively costly homes which have maintained over 
several decades the status of a r eas i n which they are 
found - pri marily to th e south a nd eas t - creates an 
effective bulwark against further movement in that 
direction •••• 1155 

The s outh ern suburbs of Mt Roskil l Borough and t he eastern 

suburbs of Remuera and Mt St John appear to act as this 

effective bulwark for Tongans . (See Figures 13 and 14) 

The fact that 549 of the 1416 Tongans resident in the 

Au ck land St a tistica l Area lived outside Auckland Centra l, 

suggests the l eap -frogging of the intermediate and more expensive 

r esidential suburbs h ighlighted by 'Vhi telaw . 56 This movement 

involves the minority of Tongans who come to New Zealand , that 

is, persons possessing extended p e rmits and would imply that the 

tradition staging role of the Inner City is declining. It is 

also probable that short-stay Tongans will make use of relatives 

living outside Auckland Central . The advantages to the 

international migrant of this developing r esidential pattern is 

the availability of unskilled employment which is located in 

the outer suburban zone. 
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11 4 . 

The Indices of Dissimila rity a nd S e gre gat io~ 

A clear e r picture o f the r es iden t i a l di str ibutio~ o f 

Toncans i n Au ck l and can be a s ce r taine d by employ i ng varicuc 

indic es o f dissimila rity a nd se cr e gatio~ . The use of thGs .3 

indices can highlight are a s t hat are bec orni~g c o~cent rat i oi.J o f 

Tongan p opul a t i on eithe r t h rough the inflow of 'l1 011gai.s or t i10 

outflow o f the white pop ulation. 'rhe indi ce theref ore has a tvlO 

dimensional function, providing a p i c t u r e of t h n pr e s en ~ spat i al 

organisation and the c h ang i ng org a n i sat ion ov er t i m0 . 

As s u c h visib le mi g r ant gr oups as Polynesia~s appear t o 

b e c oncentra t ed in the Au ckl and Ci ty Ar ca, som e of the i ndi ce s 

c onc e r n t he r es i denti a l distributio~ o f 7ongan co~par~d ai~h the 

t otal Auck l and populat i on , ~hil c others c ompare Tongans a n d the 

total Poly nesian p opulat i on. I n this man~er the de~ree of 

similarity or otherwise b etween b oth t he h os t so~i e t y anC 0ther 

mi gr a nt gro ups ca n be meas ured. 

Polynesia n g r oup s recordinB hi gh indices of di ssi~i-

l a rity , mi s ht not be r es i denti al l y integr a t e d. The reaso:i.s 

b ehind t h i s s ituation d e v e loping a r e r e l a ted ~o t he income , per mit 

a nd size o f t he immi grant popula ti on. As Tongan s hav e a 

restricted access to Ne w Ze aland and uni qu e demo graph ic aspects, 

the indices of dissimilarity and segregation have be e n employed. 

The index of dissimilarity indicates the p e rcentage of 

one population that would have to redistribute i t self in order to 

a pproximate the same percentage distribution by c ensus division 

as another population. Thus complete dissimilarity (tha t is, 

complete segregation betwe en two groups) would yield a maximum 

v a lue of 100 while complete similarity would yi e ld the minimum 
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v a lue of O. In a c a se where th e re were no r esidential concen-

tra tion or seg regati on b et ween t wo groups , t he re would be the 

sam e perc ent age of eac h group' s tot a l city p opu l at i on i n each 

c ensus tra ct. 

The r e a r e prob l em s associa ted with i n t e r p r e t ing t he 

i ndic es. Sp a tial con centra tion within a s ubdistrict ma y n ot 

sho w. A tightly-pa cke d stree t b lock of Polyn esi an s may be a 

signi f ic ant ethnic isla n d in a sea of Europeans and yet n o t s how 

in th e indices. 

The ind ex of segr egation i ndi cates t he degre e of 

re s idential d i s simi larity b e t ween nny part i c ul a r sub - g r oup a n d 

the r emainde r o f t he popul at i on. 

The formu l a f or t he i ndex of di ss i mila r i ty is~ ( X. - Y.) 
J. J. 

wh ere X is the perc e nt age di s tribution o f a par t i cu l a r group ove r 

tracts a n d Y t he p e rc e ntage di s tributi on o f another group ove r 

tra cts. Negative va lues a r e i gnor ed in t he calcul at i on . 

Th e index of s egregation is t he s ame exc ep t t hat Y r e l a t e s t o 

the total popu l a tion l e s s X. 

Residential segrezation of Polynesians in Auckland 

In both 1956 and 1966, Tongans were the least segregated 

non-Maori Polynesian group in the Auckland Urban Area. The 

degree of separation was lowest with Maoris (index 31 . 2) and only 

marginally higher with Tongans in 1966. Curson sta t e s tha t: 

"despite declining residential dissimila rity the 
degre e of segregation (by Polynesians), from the 
rest of the population has remained high over 
the last decade (1956-1 966) 11 .57 
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This is certainly true for Polynes i an e t hnic gro ups with a h i gh 

proportion of t heir population in the inne r city zone. In 1966 

Niueans recorded a r esidential dissimilarity i ndex with th e total 

population of Auckland , o f 53 . 04 .58 Cook Is l anders r e corded 

slightly l ess . The 1 971 Tongan index of segr egation , however, 

has increased whi l e th e proportion livin g i n the inner city zone 

has s i gni ficantly decreas e d . The r eas on for t h is anomaly is t he 

spa tial organi sation of popula tion , due t o a cent ri fugal o ov emen t 

within Auckland . Al though f ewer Ton gans ar e living in th e inner 

city zone specific a r eas within t he inne r subur ban zone vith a 

concentra ti on of Tongans significantly r a i se th e segr egat ion index . 

Residen tia l Segregation of Tongans 

The h i ghest index o f segregation b e t ween Tongan s and 

the tot a l p opul a tion of Auckl and was r ecorded i n Ki ngs l a n d for 

1971 . It h a d a value of 4. 04 per c ent. The h i ghest va lue for 

a Borough was 6 . 73 per cent r e corded for Mt Al bert, of which 

Kingsland i s a part. Ki n gsland a l so had th e second g r eatest 

ab solut0 increase in Ton gan population over th e int e rc ensal 

period, second only , tha t is, to Ponsonby. The Borough with 

l argest intercensal increas e in population was al so Mt Albert, 

recordin g an increase of 63 persons ov er the 1966 total. 

The lowest index of segregation between Tongans and all 

others was recorded in Hillsborough 1 971. It was an index of 

- 2 .3 per c ent. The lowest index for a ny Borough was -3 . 93 per 

cent recorded for Mt Roskill, of which Hillsborough is a part. 

Mt Roskill a lso recorded th e l arges t decr ease in Tongan population 
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in the intercensal period. The decrease was 21 persons, mainly 

from Sandringham and Royal Oak , reducing the total fro m 99 to 68 

in 1971 . 

Of t h e thre e zo11es in the Central Auckland Urb an Area, 

tl1e inn0r city z one recorded t he hi ghest segrc~ution index . 

Compri sing pGrt of the 18 . 92 per cent were Ponsonby (4 . 86) , 

Grey Lynn (2.47), Freemans Bay (2 . 27) 3nd Kingsland (4.04) par 

cent respective l y . 

The inne r suburban zone r e c orded a segrcGation index of 

12 . 27 per c ent . Sandri ngham (Mt Albert) contributed 3. 62 per 

c en t of this total . Although this zone contained an incr~asing 

p roportion of the Tongan population it had not yet r eached tl1e 

same degree of segregation evident i n the older areas of the 

inner city zone . 

The outer suburban zone, with an index of 4.72 per cent, 

shared with the inner suburban zone the most rapidly growing 

proportion of Tongan population. Areas such as Avondale North 

and Rosebank in this zone will probably s h ow increased segregation 

indices in th e ·1976 census. 

The indices discussed above indicate tha t th e greatest 

degree of separation occurred between Tongans and t he tot a l 

population of Auckland in the inner city zone. There h ns nlways 

been a tendency for Polynesians to congregate in the central city 

a reas and Tongans a re no exc eption . But, as the initial invasion 

of thi s a r ea by Tongans and other migrant groups is pre~eding 
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on e must not forget the related out ward movem e nt of the oriGi nal 

European popcii~tioh and the lbnger established Mno~i and Island 

popul ntio;.1 . 

Concurrent with the absolut e drop in t ~1c numbe r of 

Tongans rusiding i n th e inner city zone , is the i nvasion of the 

inn e r 3uburban z6n c . While the ~ egre gation index for t h i s zone 

i s lower t han the inner city zono, it contains c el ls of Tengan 

popul a tion with s egregnt ion indices higher t hun those foun d for 

mn.ny tr ~1 ct s in th e inn e r city zon e . Tho s e include Herne Bay 

(1. 03) , Mt Albert Central (1.54 ) and Royal Oak (1. 92 ) per c en t. 

The zona tion i s too b roa d t o st n t e whe th e r one or the 

other zone will sho~ t he mos t siGn i f ic ant seg r egation i n th e n e xt 

10 years. It may be ns Francis 59 suggests t hat ;;Sam oci.ns .::end 

Tongans huvc t ended t o mov e fro m t he inne r city t o tho outer 

sub urbs" From this informat i on we can assu me , ns Curson
60 

h as done, that "it is therefore likely tha t Sam oan and Ton:san 

i r,irn i grants more fr equently we nt to destinations in th e Oc1 t c r 

suburbs tha n did migrants from the Cook Isla n ds c.nd Niue Islei.nd 11 • 

Wh a t i s pe r haps more imp ortant, as sh own, is thnt Po l ynesiAn groups 

like the Tongnns are pre ceding to s e lected sta tisticCi.l sub-· 

division in the inne r suburbs o f th e Central Auckl and Urb a n Areas . 

The Historica l Trend in Dissimilarity Indices 

St at istical subdivisions with significant populations 

of Tongans in 1971 or significant growth rates in the 1966-1971 

intercensal period were selected and a historical residential 

dissimilarity index computed. From these ~esults it can be 



determined wh e the r a~ a r ea is becoming more or less dissimila r in 

its concien tra tion of Tongans, compared to a hypothetical e ven 

distribution of the entir e Tongan popula tion throughout the 

Central Auck l a nd Urban Area. By calculating th e inflow or 

disp lacemen t of Europ e ans in t h e s ame a r ea , it c an be es timat ed 

whethe r the dissimil a rit y index change is a functi on of t h e loss 

of European popul a tion r a t he r t han t he gai ning of Tongan 

p opula tion o~ vic a v e rsa . 

Calculations on 11 s t a tistic a l subdi v i si on s compr i sing 

405 of t he 887 Tongan s r es i dent i n t ho Centra l Au c k l an d Ur b a n 

Ar ea i n 1971 s ubstanti a t ed t ho growt h p oints d iscuss ed ab ov8 . 

Tabl e XXXXIII organ i ses tl1c s t a ti s tical sub divi s ions 

a n d Borou ghs int o t h ose with incre~sing and de cr easing d i s -

s i milnrity over the 1966 - ~ 97 1 peri od . Th ose st~ti s t i c nl sub-

divi s ions with a d e crens i n g dissimila rit y i nde x i n r e s pect o f 

To n gans an d Europ e a n s , a l s o r e corded a r e duc ed p ercent a g e of 

Eur op e a ns. 

to 4.84. 

In Ponsonby the dissimila rity index dropp e d fro m 5.75 

Thus, the distribution of Ton gans in Ponsonby was 

attaining a distribution equivalent to that of t h e rest of the 

city's p opul a tion. Only 4.84 per cent would have to cha n ge their 

pr e sent place of residence in Ponsonby to ~ttain comparable 

distribution. The change of .91 per cent for Ponsonby in the 

1966-1 971 period has developed while the Tongan population h ns 

increased in this area over the sam e p e riod by 13. Tho r e ason 

why the dissimilarity index has dropped is partly expla ined by 

th e loss of European population in Ponsonby. 

The largest decline in Tongan population and dissimi-
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larity index for the tlreas examined, occurred in Grey Lynn . The 

fall in population of 35 Was matche d by a significa nt out flo w of 

Europeans a~d a consequent fall in t he dissimilarity index of 

7.91 pe r cent. Other inner city zone sta ti s tica l subdivisi ons 

with r edu c e d dissimilarity i ndices an d ou tflows of European 

population i nclude F~eemnns Bay , Arch Hill, and Royal Onk. 

Two areas ih t he i nne r ci t y zone indica t ed increas ed 

di s s i mi l arity i ndices, inc ron::rns of ;narc th<-1.n t en Tongans in t h eir 

popula tion a nd outflows of Eur opean popul a tion. Ki ngsland vii th 

an i ncrease in the dissimilarit y i ndex of 2.15 ,er c ent r ecorde d 

an i ncrease o ~ 17 Tongans in t he 1966-1 971 interc ensal period . 

This a r ea ~as a growth point of Tonean popula ti on , a s not ed , and 

with t ime thi s concentra ting of Tongans was creating an area of 

grant e r di ss i milarity, Both Ki ngsland and Mt Al bert Cent r a l, 

e r e l ocated in th e centra l gr owt h area of Mt Albert/Mt Eden Borough . 

Ht Albert Borough recorded the l a r ges t i n t e rc ensal change 

i n dissimilarity of any Borough . The rise from an index of 1. 97 

i n 1966 to 6 . 69 p er cent in 1971 was a ccompanied b y a n i ncrease 

of 90 Tongans and a decrease of 988 i n t h e European component of 

the population. 

In the outer suburban zone two ar eas examined r eveal ed 

opposite trends. Sandringham (Mt Roskill) with an outflow of 

24 Tongans, had i dissimilarity index of -1.23 per cent in 1971. 

The difference of -3.40 per cent in the 1966-1971 highlights 

the outflow of Tongan population in this area. 

Conversely, the peripheral growth zone of Ros ebank 

recorded an increase in both the Tongan and European popula tion. 

Although the European percentage of population in this area was 



Tctble XXXXIII 

Residential Dissimilarity and European Mobility in Selected Areas 

of the Central Auckland Urban Area , 1966 -1 971 

I Di ssimilari ty Difference Percentage Differen ce 
Ar ea Subdivisions 2 I Index European 

-
1966 1971 1966-1971 1966 1971 1966-19·71 

Rose bank OS . 22 1. 49 1. 27 1.00 1. 41 • 41 

Kingsl and I 1.87 4 . 02 2 . 15 1. 19 . 82 - .37 

Sandringham OS 2 .76 3 . 62 . 86 2 . 75 2 .28 - • 47 

Mt Alb ert Cen tral IS .51 1. 57 1 . 06 1 . 63 1 .50 - 0 13 

Grey Lynn I 10.36 2 . 45 -7.91 2 . 96 1.98 - • 98 

Sandringham a OS 2 .17 -1. 23 - 3 .40 3 .34 2 .52 - . 82 

Royal Oak IS 4.56 1 • 91 - 3 .37 1.57 1. 37 - . 20 

Frecmans Bay I 3 . 39 2 .26 -1 .13 1 . 20 0 79 1 - • 41 

Pons on by I 5 .75 L~ . 84 - • 91 1 • 9 1. 42 - • 48 

Arch Hill I 2.20 1. 58 - . G2 .40 . 22 - .1 8 

Avondal e Nor t h OS 2 . 57 2 .40 - .17 4 . 01 2 0 11 -·1 • 90 
- --·- '---

Mt Albert Borough B 1.97 6 . 69 4.72 9 . 33 7 . 80 -1.53 

Mt Eden Borough B -1. 3 . 03 +1.33 6.68 6 .1 5 - .53 

On ehunga Borough B -1.24 . 97 2 . 21 5.65 l+o58 -1.07 

Mt Wellington Borough B ·· 2 . 93 -2.42 . 1)1 6 . 60 5.96 - .64 

a Mt Roskill 
2 OS - Out er suburban zone: I.S. - inner suburban zone: I - inner city zone: 

B - Borough. 
Source: New Zealand Census of Population and Dwellings, Vol. 1, 1966 and 1971. 

-' 
f\J 
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increa sing, so too was th e dissimilarity index between Tongans 

a nd Europeans . By 1971 it r e quir ed 1 , 49 p e r c en t o f the Tongans 

to be reloc a ted i n orde r to a chi eve t he simila r charac t eri stics 

of t he Ur ban Area as a who l e . 

I t i s ap p a rent, t he r efor e , that th e inne r and outer 

suburban zone as a whole, an d cert a in subdivi sions within th em in 

particular a r e gr owth points of Tongan population. 

The Lorenz Curve 

A Lorenz c u rv e
61 

was constructed to illustrate the 

degr ee of residentia l un evennes s or concent r a tion i n th e a r eal 

distribution between Tongans and othe r Polynes i an Is l ander s in 

the Central Au ck l and Urb an Ar ea . 

I n t he Lor enz cu rve , co i ncidence of t he curve Dith t he 

d i agonal X = Y, would represent c omplete evenness ; nnd co i ncidence 

with t he X axis and th e line X = 100 woul d r ep r esen t comp l e te 

unevenness . If th e d i s tribution of ot he r Polynesian Islanders 

and TonGans was c ompl e tely uneven (e a ch s t a ti s ti cnl subdi vis i on 

is either 100 per cent Tong an o r 100 p e r cent oth er Polynes i an 

Islander) , the n rending down t he X column, 100 p e r c ent of th e 

Ton gans would be cumul a t e d with 0 p e r cent of t he othe r Polynesian 

Islanders . The segregation curve would follow the X axi s to the 

point (100,0) and then rise a long the line X = 100. For 

dis tributions int ermediate between these two extremes, the grea ter 

the devia tion of the segregation curve from the diag ona l X = Y, 

the greater the seGregation. 

The Lorenz Curve shown in Figure 15 shows the incidence 
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o f Tongan s with ot he r Poly n es i ans is common , a lth ough t he 

devi a t i on of t he segr ega t ion curve fr om th e di agona l is signifi -

cant . Thi s i s due t o facto r s c on t rol ling the location of 

Tongans i n Auckl and r athe r t han fa ctors c ontroll ing t he spr ead of 

other Pol ynes i ans to t he ou t e r subur bs . 

Su mmar y 

dw ell e r . 

The Tongan i s a p r edomi nant l y North I s l and u r ban 

Auc k l a nd i s t he mai n c en tr e of Tongan p opu l at i on. 

Wi t h in Au ck l and Centra l , c e rtain s ubdi v i s i ons e xhibit c onc entra -

t i ons o f Ton gans. These c oncen t ra t ions c an be a r bitrarily 

di v i ded i nto a cent r al and peripheral gr owth zone wi t h an 

i ntermedi ate area of decline . The p r opor tion of Tongans resident 

in t he i nner c i ty z one i s decl i ni ng while t he inner and ou t er 

subur ban zone continues to g r ow . 

The i ndi ces of segr egat i on h i ghli gh t ed areas of a 

deve lop i ng Tongan c oncent r at i on whi l e the Lo r enz cu r ve indi cat e d 

that t he spati a l di s tr ibution of Ton gans wi t h i n Centr a l Au ck l an d 

is s omewhat dissimila r t o that o f othe r Polynesians . 
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CONCLUSION 

The investigat i on of demographic , residential and 

occupational char~cteristics of To~ ~~ns in the Cent r al Auckland 

Urban Area required unique research st rategies. Th e problems of 

locating and in ~ erviewing were compounded b e cause th e population 

uni verse was mo~ile and unknown and the population was often 

suspicious of iuestions from 'outsiders'. Once the majo r 

concentration~ of Ton gans were loc Rted using the 1971 Census 

results , ini i ial contacts led to a cumulating list o r migrants. 

A questionna ire rms c onstructe d and interv iews undertaken in 

homes and factori es, durin g the day and at night. The success 

or otherwise of this me t hod hinges on the re s earch~r's knowledge 

of Tongan and the availability of a translator or ot h er person 

well-knon n by t he Tonga ns. The confidence of resp ond ents is a 

pre-r e qu isit e for ~his type of study, as the Tongan i[ sometimes 

!l.Ot sur.; of ·· ~ L e r c r:; c ·>".'ch e r '. G r.: o ·~ :L v 0 s ?., d ;st i l l ·ul j ust i '. !j t o the 

c n J.<· u:· 1_ ." ' ' 0 ~ '. ' <: of h i e: n~V.' euv ironment. 

Ti · ~ m~ . grants had gew~:~al ly comG to New Zealar:d to avail 

ther}!'"' "' l.1r0s of economic adva ntag0s denied to them in Ton t;a . 

Whether their motive was to buiJ.d a house or provi de for t hei r 

children 's education , it is prohabl e that other factors stimulated 

their d esire to migrate . Tong.:, h a s a y oung and r apidly growin g 

population with consequent shortnges of land and housing . r -:: is 

a poor country wi th limit ed wage employment to meet the gro wi ng 

deman~ ~ - ~ Rteri al goods. 
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To meet these aspirations the Tongan exchanges for a 

b rief period his a grarian island environment for fac tory floor and 

urban f l at . He works , lik& other Polynesians, in generally 

unskilled occupations , utilizing h is bri ef stay to the full in 

t he pur p ose of earning income . The Tongan overcomes major 

obstacles during t h is transition. The cost of a r etur n air- fare 

alone re~uires per haps s everal months of growing commercial crops , 

~ndertaking a loan or relying on the generosity of relations . 

Acquiring a permit and travell ing alone to - en· Zealal!d i':here he 

faces an uncertain futur e 3Ve l1owever, obstacles , readily t a ckled 

by an increasin g number of Tongans . They a re gener ally in t he 

25 - 34 age gr oup and permit ted to remain in New Zealand for three 

months . It gould appear that many overstay their per mi ts wi shing 

to further reap t he rcnards of wage employment and compc~sate for 

the cost and concern associated i'J i th their trip to Au c kland . 

The composition of t his mi g r ant stream has changed in 

the last decade . From an initial f emale dominated flow it has 

changed to a ~ore balanced but p r edom i nantly male f l ow . Since 

1966 there has been a r apid and spectacular growth in both the 

Tongan. popul ation in Auckland <nd the number of arrivals and 

depart urcG . I~ the survey an almost equal number of males were 

&i ther married or never married while a greater proport.io:. of 

females were married. Over half t he ~arried popul a tion had not 

yet established a family. The s urvey underlined the i mportance 

of the main i sland in the kingdom , Tongatapu, as a source of 

mi g r ants , while the more distant island of Vava ' u was a significant 

origin of male migrants. The Tongan was found to p ossess Metho-

dist religious affiliations and to have spent a longer period in 
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formal education than his island contemporaries. 

disturbing to discover that the migration to New Zealand sometimes 

meant a change in occupation for the few relatively skilled 

rn i gran ts. As with other Polynesian groups the ma jority of 

Tongans are employed i n unskilled product ion-line tasks . They 

uxLi"'.J it occupational characteristics which delineate the~ fr ::im 

the employed population as a whole, because they have been fo rced 

to adapt to New Zealand eri~")loyrnent c onditions. Firms in the 

manufacturing sector h~ve established ' gangs' of Tongans , for 

example wom en employed in garment manufacture and men in producing 

roof tiles. The y work long hours and earn subst antial remunera-

tion during their short stay. Tongans included in the survey 

often resided some distance from their place of employ. 

The location of thes e migrants in North Island urban 

areas tends to be simil a r to other Polynesians in some respects. 

Their location initially in the city centre has since succeeded 

t o the Mt Albert and Mt Eden Boroughs of the Central Auckland 

Urban Area, and the outer suburbs , especially the South Auckland 

Urb .'.ln f~re a. A compl e x pattern of invasion and succession has 

emerged, as the inner city zone of older flats and hous e s i s 

reduced. The residential mobilit y oi Tongans in the survey 

highlights this centri~ugal mov e away from the traditional halting 

area of the inner city. Using indices of segregation the areas 

of invasion like Mt Albert Central and Rosebank become apparent. 

The spatial organisation of Tongan residential patterns is a 

dynamic process warranting further study . 
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GLOSSARY OF TONGAN WORDS 

Allot ment of l and , hen ce ' api Kolo (town l and) , 
1 api tukuhau (agricultural l and). 

House. 

Extended family. 

Papatangi or palangi: Eu ropean. 

Tanga ,fi e po to: A cl ever or e ducated ~an , s0~etimes used 
a s a deroga tory term. 
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APPENDIX A 

Int er c ensal P~~ation_9~~~nges for Ea ch Ur ban Subdivision of the 

Cent r a l Auc k l and Ur ban Area . -
c--·-

Divis i on or .Subdivision ----
Auckland City 2_966. 1971 Auckland Ci ty continued ·1966 1971 

Rose bank 8 29 Gl enn Inne s Sout h 0 18 

Avondal e North 43 41 St Johns 0 Lt 

Avonda l e Sou t h 19 16 Pt England 0 10 

New 1.i/inds or 0 19 TOTAL FOR CITY 365 469 
Blockhouc e Bay 00 4 
'.~/a t e rvi ew 2 1 Mt Albert Borough 

Pt . Cheval i er 3 13 Ki ngs l and 20 47 

\Ves t mer e 5 8 Mornings i de 2 4 

Hern e Bay 6 26 Mt Albert Central ·14. 27 

Pons on by 50 63 Springfiel d - Owairaka 3 2 

Grey Lynn 87 52 Sandri ngham 36 56 

Arch Hill 17 18 TOTAL FOR BOROUGH 75 136 

Fre emans Bay 30 31 
Auckland Cent r al 10 5 Mt Eden Borou~h 

Ne v1 ton 9 9 Mt Eden North 10 23 

Gr afton 3 4 Mt Eden Cent r a l 17 15 

Eden Terra c e 9 12 Mt Eden South 8 23 

Parnel l 17 10 TOTAL FOR BOROUGH 35 61 

Epsom North 2 9 
Epsom Sout h 6 11 Mt Ro skill Borou~h 

Orak e i 6 10 Sandringham 36 12 

Mi ssion Bay 4 1 Three Kings 4 6 

Kohi mar ama 0 0 Royal Oak 40 29 
St Heliers 2 9 Hillsborough 8 3 
Gl endowi e 0 0 Lyn fi eld 11 14 

Headov1bank 5 7 Waikowhai 11 4 

Remue r a East 0 5 TOTAL FOR BOROUGH 99 68 

Remuera South 8 1'3 
Remuera West 9 5 cont./ ••• 

Glenn Innes North 0 6 



Division or 0ubdivision - continued 

Onehunga DorouGh .1966 1971 

Onehunt;a North 0 6 

Onehungo. South 0 8 

Oroni:;o. 0 23 
Te Papo.po. 0 18 

TOTAL FOR BOROUGH i+5 55 

One Tree Hi ll :lo rough ------· 
Mt St John 0 5 
One Tree Hil l Central 0 7 
One Tree Hill East 0 17 

Penr ose 0 0 

'I'OTAL FOR BOROUGH 15 29 

!Vi t ·aell i ng ton £._orough 

!'-it ~·1oll in ~t on North CJ 4 

i·T t Well in gt on ' les t 0 11 

Vit ~fo l lin r_iton South 0 15 

Po.nmuro 0 10 

TOTAL FOR BOrtOUGH 2Lf 40 

Ellerslie Borough 3 21 

Newmarket Dorough 0 7 

TO'rAL FOR URBAN AREA 653 887 



APPENDIX: B 

Questi onnnir ? desi_g_ne_d for the 

Urb cm Are.'.'. 1 Jar~ 19?4 . 

.Survcv - . 

RESPOi.JDEi,! l' HO . 

ADDRESS: SEX: 1 . Male 2. Fe~ale 

RACE : 1 . Tongan 2 . European-Ton~~n 
4 . Tongan-Fc-:)w Zealand ;Jaori 

3 . Tongan-~uro~ean 
5 . Gc r mtu1. 'J1 ong.:rn 

MARITAL STATUS: 1 . Never m~rri ed 
3 . Divorced 
5 . l·k,rried 

2 . Separc.ted 
'-: • ihdow 

i'iARITA.L S'I'ATUS : 1 . I·brried when a rrived 
2 . Harried since arrived 
3. N. A. 

;·,IARITAL S'l'ATUS : 1 • Wi fe or husb an d 
2 . Wife or husband 
3. N. A. 
4. V/ife i n another 

AGE: ·1 0 0- 15 2 . 16 - 1 9 3. 20-24 
6 . 1+5-51+ 7. 55-64 3. 65+ 

DEPENDENTS I' i ,., HOUSE: Boys o. 1 • 

DEPENDENTS I N HOUSE: Girls o. 1 • 

TOTAL OTHER DEPENDENTS 11; TONGA OR 
o. 1 • 

PRESENT RELATIONSHIP TO H. OF H. 
2. Broth er/s ist e r 
~- . CouG i n 
G. Friend 

in Tonga 
in l'! . z . 

country 

l+. 25 - 34 5. 

2 . 3 . 4. 5. 6, 

2. 3. 4. 5, 6. 

OVERSEAS: 
2. 3. lf-. 5. 

1. Spouse 
3. Uncle/aunt 
5 . Son/daugh t er 

( . Res pondent is head of household 
8 . Brother-in-law 

BIRTHPLACE : 1 • Tone;atapu 2. Ha'apai 
3. Va'vu.u 4. ' Eua 
5. Niuas 6. New Zealand 
7. Fiji 8 . Other 

LANDED AT: 1 • Au ckl.scnd 2. Welline;ton 
3. Christ church 4. Dunedin 

35-44 

7 . 

7. 

8 . 

8 . 

5. Other 6 . Born in New Zealand 

1 

') 
'-

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 



YEAR ARRIVED : 1 • 1974 2 . 1973 
3 . 1972 4 . 1971 
5, 1970 6 . 1969 
7, 1968 8 . 1967 
9 . 1966 0 . Prior to 1966 
A. N . i\ . 

TIME I N AUCKLAND U . A.: 
1 • IJes s t han a year 2 . 1 
3. 2 4. 3 
5 . 4 6 . 5 
7. 6 8. 7 
9. 8 o. Less than 9 
J\ 0 Mor e than 10 year s 

TIME PERMI TTED I N N .z .: 1 • 3 months 
2 . 6 mon t hs 3. 12 months 
4. 2 yea rs 5 . Pe r m.'.l.nen t 
G. Nat ur 2,lized 7 . 5 yeo.rs 

TRAVEL ACCOViPLICES : 1 . Own 
2 . :E'e.rnily 3 . Other reln.t iv e 

FARE RAISED: 

4. Village r 5 . v"Jor k - r;iate 
(not f amily) 

1 . ~ p~rents in Tonga 2 . Own 
3. ~ fro~ New Zeal an d 4. Husband 
5 , Nov Zealand Govern me nt 
6. New Zeal and employer 
7 . i other re l ations in Tonga 
8 . Bo r n in New Zeal a nd 
9 . Churc h 

DID YOU HAVE AN API IN TONGA: 
2 . No 

1 . Yes 
3 . N .z . 

WHAT ''IAS YOUR HIGHEST 1WALIFICATION AT 
1 . Primar y 
3. L . L . 
5 . H. L . 

RELIGION: 

SCHOOL: 
2 . Se condary 
4 . s .c . 
6 . U. E . 

2 . Morr.i on 

135 . 

1 . Fr ee ~ves tyan 

3 . Cat ho lic"' 
5 . Churc h of Tonga 
7, Fre e Church 

4. 7th Day Advent ist 
6 . Anglican 

9. Me t hodist 
B. Other 

8 . Assemb l y of God 
fl . None 

HOW MANY OTHERS I N 'r!IE HOUSE ARE OF THE SAME RELI GION : 
1 . 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7 . 8 . 

WHY DID YOU COME TO NEB ZEALAND: 1. No job in Tonga 
2 . Educ a tion 3 . To join s p ouse 

Health 5 . Dependent 
No l a nd in Tonga 7. Family disput e 
To ear n mon ey for a house i n Tonga 

9 . 

4 . 
6 . 
8 . 
9 . 
A. 

To be Vii t h k i n o. To pay school f ees 
Job B. Just want ed to C OlilO 

13 

14 

15 

16 

'17 

18 

19 

20 

2'1 

22 
23 

~4 



ACC OMMODATI ON FOUND INITIALLY : 
2 . Ki n 
4. Own 
6. Employer 
8. Own 

1. Tonga.n friend 
3 . Spouse 
5. Government 
7. Bureau 
9. Church 

STAYED WITH PERSON WHO ARRANGED INITIAL ACCOMMODATION : 
1 . Yes 
3. N. A. 

2. No 

WAS YOUR ACCOMMODATION IN THE SAME SUBUR3 AS THIS PERSON: 
1 . Yes 
3 . N . :~ . 

2. No 

DID THIS PERSON ALSO ARRANGE YOUR FI RST JOB: 
1 . Yes 
3, N . A . 

2. No 

EXCLUDING WIFE/HUSBAND, DID THIS PERSON COME FROM THE SAME 
ISLAND AS YOU : 1 . Yes 2 . No 

25 

26 

27 

28 

3. N. A. 29 

DATE PERSON WIIO ARRANGED 
1 • 197L~ 
3. 1972 
5. 1970 
7 . 1968 
9. 1966 

IN I~IAL ACCOMMODATI ON ARRIVEE IN N. Z.: 
2 . 1973 
Lt . 1971 
6 . 1969 
8. 1967 
0. Befo r e 19(;6 

DID PERSON WHO HELPED ARRANGE ACCOMMODATION OR JOB, ASSIST 
~ITH YOUR FARE: 1 . Yes 2. No 

30 

3 . N. A. 31 

TENURE OF DWELLI NG : 1 . ifo r·cga6e 
2 . Private rent 3. State 
!+ . Loaned \'Ji thout payment 
5 . Hostel 6. Lease 
7. Free Vii t h job 8. Own 32 

RENTAL: 1 • 10- 14 2. 15-1 9 
3. 20- 24 4. 25 - 29 
5. 30- 34 6 . 35- 39 
7. 40- 4Lt 8. 45- 49 
9. None 33 

IF RENTAL HOUSE IS OWNED BY : 1 • Tongan 
2. Family 3. Other Polynesian 
4. Company 5 - Pak eh a 
6. Church 7. Unknown 
8. Chinese 9 . Cook Islancl.er 

Residential Change Borough Code Years 1- 5 House Type 
a . 34 37 
b. 35 38 
c. 36 39 



WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO LI VE HERE: 
2. Ki n 
4. Close to work 

Friends shifted 6 . 

1. Spouse 
3. Friends 
5. Cheap 

7. The house became vacant 
8 . Better environment for children 
9 . Near bus t o work 

WHY DID YOU CHANGE RESIDENCE : 1 . Overcrowding 
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40 

2 . Found cheape r r ent 41 
3. Found pl a ce wi t h fr ie nds fro m work 
4. Found plac e cl oser to work 
5 . Pl a ce was c ondemned/pul led down/s old 42 
6 . Asked t o l eav e 
7 . Bough t a h ouse of our own 
8 . Found a r en t e d pl a ce i n b ett e r c ondition 
9. 1.i'::.>.:Ltcd a change a. 1~3 
O. Bet te r a re a f or fam ily b. 44 

c . 45 

HAVE YOU ANY ACCO~IODATI ON PROJLEMS: 
1 . Exc ess r ent 2 . Fla ts s ca rc e 
3 . De t er i or a tinc houses 
4. Di scr i minat i on 5. Overcrowding 
6. Too fa r f r oM work 
7. 8. 

IF YCJU TH I NK THE RENT IS EXCESS I VE, HAVE YOU TRI ED '110 FI ND 
OTH:~H ACCOMMODATIOlJ : 1 . Yes 

46 

2 . No 50 

HOW DID YOU TRY: 1 . Aske d oth e r Tongans 2 . Newspape r 
3 . Bureau 4. Church 
5. Employ er 6 . 51 

WHAT EXAMPLE OF DETERI ORATI NG HOUS ES 
1. l~ oof l eaks 
3. wallpape r pe eline 
5. Paint c oming off 

Discrimina ti on 0xampl e : 

CAN YOU GI VE: 
2. Floors breakin g 
4. Faulty plumbing 
6. 

WHY I S THERE OVERCROWDI NG IN THIS HOUSE: 
1. Relatives arrive without accommodation 

from Tonga 
2. Cheap er rent with more people 
3. We ca n 't af f ord a bigger place 
4. Th er e a re no l ar ge r places h ere 

52 
53 
54 

5. 55 

WAS YOUR FIRST JOB PREARRANGED BEFORE COMING TO NEW ZEALAND: 

FIRST JOB FOUND 

1 . Yes 
3. N. A. 

THROUGH: 
2. Rela tive 
4. Church 
6 . Agency 
8 . N. I\. . 

2. No 

1 • Family 
3 , Friend 
5. Government 
7. Own 
9, 57 
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EMPLOYMENT S'rATUS : 1 . Full tim e 2 . Pa rt t i rne 

Empl oye r s 

a . 
b. 
c . 

3 , Une mploy ed s eeki ng work 
4. Unempl oy ed si c k 5. Re tir ed 
6 . 

Addr es s Borough c ode Si tua t ion 
Res i dencu 
Borough Code 

WHY DID YOU CHANGE ~ORK: 'I . 3et t e r r:1o n ey 
2 . To be with f ri ends 
3 . Cl oser to a c commoda t ion 
4 . Found wo r k diffi c ul t 
5 . Lc:.ngu <:Lge lJrob l em 6 . ·Jent overseo.s tr ip 
7 . gan t ed a change 
8 . Took j ob until knew my way a round 

59 62 
60 63 
61 64 

L~ , 65 
b . 66 
c . 67 
Spec i fic r co.son for changing wo r k : 

WAGES p;_~rt ~,JEEK : 1 • Less tii2.n 20 2 . 20 - 29 
3 . 30- )9 l · r • 40 - Lf9 
5 . 50- 59 6, 60-69 
? . 70- 79 8 . 80-89 
9 . Vi ore than 90 

DO OTHER TONGA/3 WORK AT THE SAME FIRM : 
1 . Yes 2 . No 

OCCUPJTION TONGA : 1 . Pr ofes s ional , te chn i cal and re l ated wo r ke r s 
2 . Admi nis tra tive , exe cutive and manag e ria l 

worke r 
3 . Cl e rical wo r ke r s 4. Sal e s worke rs 
5, Far me r s , fis hermen , h unters , l oggers and 

r e l o. ted worke rs 
6 . Mi ne r s , quarrymen and r e l a t ed worke rs 
7 . Wo r ker s i n t r ansp ort and c ommunic at i ons 
8. Cr a f t smen , p rodu c ti on p ro c e s s worke rs , 

l abourers 
9. Ser v i ce , spor t a nd re c r eat i on worke r s 
A. No t a ctive l y engaged 
B. Hous ewife 

OCC UPATI ON NEW ZEALAND: (1 - B for a b ove) 

68 

69 

70 

71 
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APPENDIX C 

St atis tic a l Sub di visi_ons '• .Auc;kl/rnd Urban Area, 197J. 

The st ::.:. tistical subdivisions listed below an·d shown on the 
accompanying i~iap (Figure 16) are th e official c ensus subdivisions, 
1971. 

1. Fr eemans Bay 

2. Auckl Qnd Central 

3. Newton 

4. Grafton 

5. Avondale Sou t h 

6 . Avondal e North 

7. Hosc'oo.nk 

8 . '.'!3. torvie•:; 

9. Poi nt Cheval ier 

10. ··7estmere 

11. Herne Bay 

12. ::?orison by 

13. Gr ey Lynn 

1 4. Ar ch ~~il l 

15. Eden Terra ce 

16. Epsom North 

17 . Eps o;:; Sou th 

18 . Parnell 

19. Remucra Wes t 

20. Remuera South 

21. Meadowbank 

22. Orakei 

23. Mission Bay 

24. Kohimaramn. 

25. St Heliers 

26. Glendowie 

27. Glenn Innes North 

28. Glen Innes South 

29. St Johns 

32. Panmure 

33 . Ell erslie Borough 

31.j .• 11it ;iellington Wes t 

35. Penrose 

36 . Newm~rket Borough 

37. Kingsland 

38 . Morningside 

39. Sandringham (Mt Albert) 

40. Mt Albert Central 

41. Springfield-Owairaka 

42. Sandringham 

43. Mt Eden Central 

44. Mt Eden South 

45. Three I<ings 

46. Royal Oak 

47. Hillsborough 

48. Sandringham (Mt Roskill) 

49. Lynficld 

50. New Windsor 

51. Blockhouse Bay 

52. Waikowhai 

53. Mt St John 

54. One Tree Hill .Central 

55. Onehunga North 

56. Onehunga South 

57. One Tree Hill East 

58. Oro.nga 

59. Te Papapo. 

60. Remuera East 

30. Mt Wellington North 61. Mt Wellington South. 

31. Point England 

NOTE: Boundary for North Auckland Urban Area excludes Orewa 
County Town and North Waitemata County, north of 
Albany North, on this map. 



0 2 3 " ' 
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Figure 16: 
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ST AT IS Tl CAL SUB DIVIS I 0 NS 
AUCKLAND URBAN AREA 

(See Key) 
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