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PART I 

Statement of the reeeeroh problem end outline of Amer.lean 

end .c.Ul'Opean educational theory and practice 1827 to 1900. 



CltAP.fiLR l 

has at't.l'aeted Ulta"eBt tor three main rea.BODSI 

C) 1 Chr.\etl - pbiloaoph;f of eduootlan1 

(b) lta NOeD origin, 

(o) 1 extent. 

~ut moat countries ot the world the ach:>ol& of the 

denomination are f'ound. 'fheae rane from primary sehoole io 
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ooll es of uniTer&ity level. In AuetralJ.e., for example, the 

A\'ondale Colleee, Coo:ranbong, N. s . ·: ., prepares ._ tudenta tor t.he 

Univerait)' of" Londl0n :a.se and tor tM "CO!llll'lOn First Year" Sc1.ence 

Co e ot the UniTersit,y ot"" N.s.w. 1t also i 4t'fili ted ith 

Paeitio O'nton Coll , u.s.A., ottioi~ accreatted 

~ , thro trbich 11' oft o chel.OI" of 

·MZ'l:'1:Je 1n Soocma.ry E4:u.oation, d lo • 
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orn!Joole (' t1a • 
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the 4erllODCLnc;tion OIJPll!'t'i.1:41!.n 
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Medicine, and Graduate Studies) . 

"The Adventists to-d~ operate the second largest Protestant 

parochial- school systan in the United States and the largest 

Protestant chureh-sahool. program outside of North America" 

(Delafield, 1963, P• 19) . All told, the denomination, at the end 

of 1966, operated 4-, 723 elementary aohool.a throughout the world, 

encl l,.16 secondary schools and oolleg a . 296, 204. students were 

enrolled in the elanentary schools and 84. ~ in the secondary 

schools and colleges, wbil 18, 922 teachers. were mployed (Paci.fie 

Press Publishing Association, 1968, P• 18). tchell ( 1958, PP• 

106, 107) states, "The Adventists a.re a highly literate people. 

Compared proportionately with the general. American public, three 

times as many American Adventists are college graduates and one 

and a half times as many have completed the high- school grades . 

Twice as Ill8J\V of the general popu].ation, proportionately stop their 

education at or below the eighth gr e". 

That E. G. te waa largely responsible for the guidance 

and clnelopnent of the Seven~ Adv ntist Church's educational 

programme u generally recognized both within the church and out­

side it . On her de :UL• an editorial in "The Independent• stated. 

"Their work began 1n 1853 in Battle Creek, . it h grown until 

they be.Ye thi.rty- a•en publishing houses t.hroughout the world. 

with literature in ighty ditterent languag a.. • • • '!'hey haive 

aev:enty colleges end academies, and about forty sanitariumsJ 

and in all thia Ellen G. · te haa een the inspiration and guide• 



( • 2;, 1915, P• 250). In ~ vcn~ I: ~ tie t ..Literature, 

auob ,js th 1.1.a.dng frequently occur: "'lbese three 

Tel [wr1t.1nes o:1' E. ' • .bite] prove to of t service 

to p&"mta in their homes, to ~ 1n the sollool.8, and to the 

adminis~ tor:s of ooiu:... •r.'1~ conet:itu e. sort o 

'bl print or p ttor:n £or tb&t erk• 

tton, 1949, P• 5), ond, our in&Ututio 

nec1 h'cm the NYfJ tiona which 

t.o ller;i '1b1te nurtur:l.ng, cutdint;, 

line of wor. " (u-e:rierol Conference Dm>Artmt!nt of Educa co, 1949, P• 4-). 
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current in her dey in order to ascertain her contributi.on to 

education. Thia gap the present st udy endeavours to fill . 

The research problan was fourf'old: 

(1) To study White' s life history in order to appreciate her 

work generally, and to gauge her influence on the Adventist 

educational tVStem. of her ~ . 

(2) To investi8ate the writing.a, of White in order to ascertain 

her educational i deas. 

(3) To stutly m:neteenth century educational thought and 

practice, mainly in the United States.. 

(4) By e.umining White• a educational ideas in the context 

of the educational thought end practice of' the nineteenth century, 

to EJV"aluate her contribution to education. 

SOURCES OF DATA 

The material. wri"en on educational theory and practice in 

the U .s.A. end Europe was gathered trcm histories of education, 

tvorka of educators, ond readings in eduoat1011a1 history. The 

educational ideas of te gathered 1'rom her own writinga . 

Boob, p phleta, end peri.od1cala published by the Snenth-dq 

AdYentist dencn1 nation, oorrespondanoe w1 tb the Board ot Trust a 

ot "the en G. te Publication , and. With Dr. R~ oore, 

an Ad'Yenti.st educator, ~ether with manuscripts supplied. by them_ 

,rere also uaect. 
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which he lives" (Good, 1959, P• 191 ) . When ref'erring to sehooling, 

it has a more limited meaning: "the social process by which people 

a.re subjected to the influence of a selected and controlled. 

enrl.ronment ••• so that they mf\V e.ttain social competence and 

optimum indiTidual develop11errt" (Good, 1959, P• 191 ) . 

ChriS'tien Education. "Training 1n appreciation end practice 

of principles emmciated by Jeaua" (Good, 1959, P• 92) , and o:f'ten 

uaecl by White to include the no-rmal aubjecta af the curricul.um 

such as history, nature study and aritbnetic. 

Philosophy. "An integrated pera-onal. view that serves to guid 

the individual ' s conduct end th:i.nku:18" (Good, 1959, P• .395) . 

Philosophy of Education. "Any philosopey dealing with or 

applied to the process of' public or private education and used as 

a be.sis for the general determination, interpretation, ond evaluation 

of educational problems having to do with obJectives, practices, 

outeomes, child and soci.al needs, materials of study, and all other 

aspects ,0£ the field" (Good, 1959, P• 395) . 

!9:apeptm f4poo.tion. The period of f0ftl81 eclucction 

beginning 1n childhood,_ usually at the 8G of 5 to 7 yeo.rr;, ar.d 

em:Sng approrlmateq with adoleacene ; defined as including grad.ea 

1 to 8, an same.times nurs obool and kind artm, or a ending 

with gade 6• (Good, 195-9, P• 197). In the :ly nineteenth century 

~eae age l.iJD1 ta c11d not alwqa apply, and older young peopl 

were found in elementary schools learning reaa1ng, writing and 
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arithmetic. 

Nursery F.duca.tim. "Provision for the plzy"sical, motor, 

heal~ mitritional, intellectual, aesthetic, emotional, and s-ocial 

developnent of the preschool oh:ilcl" (Good, 1959, P• 370) . 

Qgdggarten. "An eduoa.tional sot up or section of a echoo1 

systan, devoted to the education of small children, usually from 

four to aix years of age" (Good. 1959, P• 307) . 

Sec-ondS'f F.duca.tigp. "A period o£ edue-ation p.lmmed especially 

for young people of ages approximately twelve to sevent en" ( Good, 

1959, P• 491) • 

C llege. ey be "an institution of higher education, usually 

~fering only a currioul in the liberal arts and sciences, and 

empo ered to confer degrees" or "a major dirls1-on of a uni.Tersity 

(usual.J3 the dinsion of' arts end science-a), especialq on that 

requires tor admission no stw\f beyond the completion of secondary 

education" (Good, 1959, P• 108) . 

Character Educat1ari. "F.d :tion d Bigned to develop oharaotera 

that c~ to qst of morality" (Good, 1959, P• 85) . 

Chffz:ac?\!r. "Structural or enduring el mt'a o:r · :teristioa 

which give conttnuity to personality o'1'er time19 d •often viewed 

in. relation to e aya of morality or criterion o~ Talue• 

(Good, 1959, P• 84.) . 




