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TRANSLATlONS OF MAORI NAMES . 

APPARENTLY THERE IS NO TRADITIONAL TRANSLATION FOR THE 
WORD ' MARAEKAKAHO' OR MANY OTHER LOCAL NAMES. SIMILAR TO 
ANCIENT NAMES IN MANY COUNTRIES THERE C AN BE MANY 
DIFFERENT MEANINGS , BUT THE FOLLOWING MEANINGS OR 
SOMETHING LIKE THEM , ARE ACCEPTED BY SOME OF THE PEOPLE OF 
THE DISTRICT. 

' MARAEKAKAHO ', ITS TRUE MEANING MAY BE LOST IN THE MISTS OF 
TLME, HOWEVER , ACCORDING TO H.W . WILLIAMS DICTIONARY 
' MARAE' IS THE VILLAGE COMMON GROUND, ' KAKAHO' IS THE CULM 
OF THE TOETOE. (Pampas Grass) 

' RAUKAWA ' ...... A SWEET SCENTED PLANT, nothopanax edge rl eyi. 

' NGATARAWA ' .. or ' NGA TA ARAWA ', THE RIPPLES OF THE ACQUIFER . 

' MANGAROA' .. . . . . LONG STREAM . 

' AORANGI' . . . . . . . . .. NAME OF A SACRED MAT BELONGING TO AN 
ANCESTOR 

' PARITUA ' . .......... a ve rsion o f PAR! AT UA, A C LIFF OF TH E GOD(S) 

'WHAKAPIRAU' . ... MAKE, or CAUSE TO GO ROTTEN . 

' AOMARAMA ' .. . ... WORLD OF LIFE AND LIGHT. 

'W AIPIROPIRO ' .. .. . BAD or STAGNANT W ATER, (the stream ended in a swamp.) 

'ONGARU ' ........... OF, o r, BELONGING TO NGARU , (a person.) 

' NGARURORO' . .... THE WAVES or SPLASHING OF THE GRA YUNG , a small 
fresh water fi sh. 



[NTRODUCTION 

As a builder I built houses and fa rm buildings at Maraekakaho, on some of 

the pastoral fa rms that had been sub-di vided out of the once vast Maraekakaho 

Station. Maraekakaho is a di stri ct situated about 20 miles southwest of Napier in 

Hawke's Bay, it has a landscape of rolling hill s pierced and surrounded by fertil e 

fl at land . After retiring I did not have the need to visit the area fo r a few years 

until my grandson went on a holiday camp at Stoney Creek. I was as tounded at 

the changes in what had been onl y pastoral country. I was dri ving across the 

Maori flatl ands of Ngatarawa along the Bridge Pa - Maraekakaho Road that had 

once been the main hi ghway from Napier towards the south and eventually 

Wellington. When Douglas McLean owned Maraekakaho Station it fa rmed land 

on both sides of thi s highway. 

Changing the landscape were vineyards, oli ve groves and alpaca fa rms, 

along with other land uses. My interest in Maraekakaho initiated with noticing 

the changing landscape. Thi s had mainl y occurred on the fl at lands of Ngatarawa 

and Mangaroa, the country behind was still pastoral though even some of thi s 

was yielding to high intensity cropping. The steeper dry pastoral land was 

changing with lifestyle bloc ks and small pl antations springin g up. I was as 

surpri sed at the changes as Maori must have been when they saw pastoral fa rms 

appearing from the fe rn and sc ru b. I wondered whether the ex tent of the changes 

would mean the ori ginal hard work that the coloni sts and their fa milies had 

endured would be remembered. Or would all thi s di sappear like the hi story of 

many of the Maori people who had once li ved there. 

There is a Maori graves ite at Maraekakaho sa id to be that of someone 

ca lled Sarah. wondered who was Sarah. And where was Sarah's lane? 

Res idents knew about them but were not very pos iti ve about where they were or 

why they were called after Sarah? I wondered how long it would be before 

people also fo rgot about the McLeans and the station. 
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I learnt that Sarah was Hera Te Upokoiri a chieftaness who occupied her 

Pah, Sarah' s pah, near the main highway, and rented land to Douglas McLean. ' 

The remainder of thi s thes is is a report on what I have di scovered about the 

station in the period 1877 to 1929 . In short thi s thes is is about some of the people 

who worked fo r Maraekakaho Station during the ownership of Douglas McLean, 

later Sir Douglas McLean, their work on it and the fa rms sub-di vided from it. 

It is study of a success ful coloni al fa rm . It is not foc ussed on one particular 

indi vidual or a small group, it centres on the people, on a parti cular piece of land 

in the lifetime of the owner, and even after the land was so ld . It is imposs ible to 

include all of the individuals and work that was done on the fa rm in the time 

frame in a thes is of thi s length . 

Donald McLean, the government land buye r who later became Nati ve 

Mini ster, had establ ished Maraekakaho Stati on in Hawke ' s Bay in 1857 , and hi s 

son Douglas McLean inherited the stati on from him in 1877 . Robert Donald 

Douglas , known as Douglas , was Sir Donald McLean's and hi s wife Susan' s 

onl y child . Douglas ' mother died shortl y after hi s birth in 1852 and Sir Donald 

never remarried. 

When I first mooted the idea of writing a hi story of Maraekakaho Stat ion I 

was reminded of the three ex isting theses on Sir Donald McLean and hi s estate. 

They are R.W.S. Fargher's ' Donald McLean: Chief Land Purchase Agent ( 1846-

186 1) & Nati ve Secretary ( 1856- 186 1)' , Carol Yeo's ' Ideals, Poli cy & Practi ce: 

The New Zealand Protectorate of Abori gines ( 1840- 1846)' and Bruce C. Parr ' s 

'The McLean Estate: a Stud y of Pastoral Finance and Estate Management in 

New Zealand , 1853-9 1 ' . 

The fi rst two of these foc ussed on Sir Donald McLean, the latter was on the 

management under him and hi s son Douglas McLean in the nineteenth century. 

Thi s thes is is not a hi story of the McLean fa mil y, they are onl y relevant to thi s 

work in conj unct ion with their work fo r the fa rm . 

Thi s projec t is not an attempt to reassess those theses from a diffe rent 

perspecti ve , but to add another dimension to the work that the Mc Leans and their 

employees did at Maraekakaho. I was more interested in the people who fa rmed 

1 Simpso n. Miria. (cd). Nga Ta1111w10. A porlmir o/ Ngori Ka/11111 g111111 . 1870- / 906. We ll ington: 
Hu ia Pub li shers. 2003. p.72 . Letter A. Lockie 10 Douglas McLean. 15 Oct 1897. microfilm 0726-
ree l 56. fo lde r I 045. Alexa nder Turn bull Library. & Plan of Maraekakaho Estate. Hawke ·s Bay. 
Hawke' s Bay Regional Council. (sec red uced cor y inside bac k cover of thesis) 
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the land, the methods they used, the animals they raised and how successful they 

were. This work will give some idea of these aspec ts of Maraekakaho Station in 

the lifetime of Sir Douglas McLean. I recorded I, 180 names of people that I 

di scovered during my research who worked for Douglas at the station , many 

have been fo rgotten and except for their occupati ons I could not find any details 

about most of them. Naturally there were many more employees whose names 

were not on the rolls or worked at the station before rolls were instituted. 

Ann Macphee and her family the McKinnons arrived at Maraekakaho about 

1925, Ann still lives at Maraekakaho and kindl y spent time informing me of 

station matters and any detail s about those people that she could remember. Any 

questions that I had forgotten to ask in our first interview she gladl y answered 

subseq uently . I was fortunate to be able to interview two elderl y women, Eden 

Robert son nee Macfarl ane and Sheila de Gruchy nee McLean , who were ab le to 

share their memories about Maraekakaho Station from the start of the twentieth 

century. Many descendents of the ori gi nal ow ners of the sub-divided farms still 

farm thei r land successfully and they and descendents of Maraekakaho Station 

workers all owed me access to fa mil y papers and photographs. Oral tape 

recordings and written interv iews left by older fami ly members of the sub­

divided farms were invaluable. 

An unsigned and undated map of Maraekakaho Estate drawn circa 1884 

and measuring 1.2 metres x 1.6 metres was located, forgotten and water stained 

in a Hawke's Bay Regional Cou ncil storeroom, this map delineates the size and 

boundaries of the stati on at that time and the range of this thesis . The map 

showed 58,093.2 ac res in approxi mately 111 paddocks, ranging between 2.2 

acres to 3,485 acres, and incorporated a store of other information. This map 

reduced in size is located inside the back cover of this thesis. 

Inter- loaning microfi lms of the few Douglas McLean papers from the 

Turnbull Library were another source of information, microfilming these allowed 

me to study them in my hometown. These letters were wri tten mainly during the 

early days of Douglas' ownership when he was absent overseas. Records became 

sparser when he was in New Zealand and supervising the stat ion personally. 

In fo rmat ion on the stat ion at that time nearing the end of the 19th century and the 

beginning of the 20th was taken mainly from reporters' records of the time, 

primarily in Th e Farm er, Domi11io11 newspaper and New Zea land- Aotearoa. 
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Bruce C. Parr 's M.A. thes is, 'The McLean Estate' was to prove invaluable 

fo r my understanding of Maraekakaho Station, by prov iding a timeline and 

background to the people who managed the stati on. M.D.N. Campbell 's M.A. 

and Ph.D. theses on 'Hawke's Bay Landed Gentry' and ' Hawke's Bay Politics 

1890- 19 14' were also helpful , as was Agnes Jameson's Old Memories about 

earl y days on one of the sub-di vided fa rms. Hawke's Bay Agricultural and 

Pastoral Society catalogues bes ides being a mine of in fo rmation about the breeds 

of animals on the station furni shed the names of station workers who ex hibited at 

their Shows. With names from the Elec toral Roll s all of these sources allowed 

me to compile a database to re fresh people's memori es. 

I have taken the liberty of ca lling many of the main parti cipants by their 

Chri sti an names as an eas ier way to di ffe renti ate them. Many of these people 

were clansmen but not related, and the use of McLean so often onl y tends to be 

confusing al first. Robert Donald Douglas the owner was known by many as 

R.D.D. and thi s was suitable fo r a fi gurehead. However I have used hi s more 

personal name of Douglas because of hi s fri endship to Archie, and because of hi s 

being personall y in vo lved in the supervision of the stati on. 

Some of the present owners thought that the de mi se of Maraekakaho 

Stati on was due to bad management , would thi s percepti on become accepted? I 

hope thi s thes is will counteract thi s perception. 

Donald McLean's fri ends Alexander Alexander the fi rst storekeeper at 

Napier and Donald Golian a local settler had chosen the land fo r him . They chose 

hill y land, as the frequentl y flooded swampy land of the Heretaunga pl ai n was 

not sui tab le fo r sheep fa rming. Maraekakaho Stati on, as it was to be named later, 

was an ideal prospect fo r sheep fa rming be ing above the area that fl ooded. 

Donald McLean enl arged the stat ion in the years after 1863 from it s in iti al 

I 0,000 ac res by acquiring approx imately 2 1,000 ac res fro m George Oli ver and 

Frederick Ormond on hi s southern boundary, then buying or leas ing the Maori 

fl at land of Ngatarawa, Mangaroa and Raukawa from 187 1. All of these blocks 

of land had differe nt groups of Maori owners, five blocks compri sing the area 

ca ll ed Ngatarawa and each block had to be negoti ated separate ly .2 

2 See ske tch map, & B.C. Parr. The McLean Es tate: A St udy of Pastora l Finance and Estate 
Management in New Zealand . 1853- 189 1. MA Thesis in History. Auckland Un ivers ity. 1970, 
pp. 100 - 104 . 
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The well-watered fern and sc rub clad rolling hill s and valleys of the area 

would prove to be eas ier and cheaper to break into pastureland than bushland, 

although there was an area of bush on the Whakapirau that would provide the 

necessary timber for initial needs.1 While the bush-c lad districts of Kereru and 

Raukawa, adjacent to the south and west, would provide for future buildings. 

Between 1857 and 1877 the station became renowned because it belonged 

to Sir Donald. From 1877 until 1929 hi s son Douglas McLean, became renowned 

because of the success of hi s stati on. Noted for the quality of hi s animals, hi s 

treatment of his employees, and later how by pre-empting the Liberal Party's 

Land Reform policy being applied to Maraekakaho Station he was able to choose 

for himself which areas of hi s land to se ll. 

Maraekakaho Station became a very successful business under Douglas 

McLean, but then when at its best it was progress ively sub-div ided with most of 

these sub-di vided farms being so ld to station workers. This thes is explains why 

and how thi s occurred. 

It does not try to compare in detail the differences between Maraekakaho 

Station and other Hawke's Bay stati ons but to concentrate thematically on the 

station's geography, people and how the estate was farmed. 

The first foc us is on the land and climate of Maraekakaho and how it 

influenced fa rming decisions and contributed to the stat ion' s success. It shows 

how the people of Maraekakaho began to understand the climate and the 

landscape and use it to their advantage. Then in Chapter two we meet some of 

the people who lived there and farmed it and how all concerned with the stat ion 

made it successful , and what changes occurred after sub-di vision . While 

Maraekakaho was noted for its Scottishness not all of the workers were Scots, 

there were many Iri sh and Engli sh. Then why did the station fragment when it 

was so success ful and how did that affec t the station people? 

The final chapter is about the fa rm and how they farmed it. What stock they 

bred and reared and the results of their experimentat ions and how they coped 

with conditions they were not fami li ar with. What fa rming changes occurred 

after sub-divis ion on the new fa rms and the smaller station? 

3 McLean Letters and Journals. 3 1 May 1859 . .II 39. p. 7 1. Haw kc 's Bay Cultural Trust. 
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By the time Douglas McLean inherited the Stati on in 1877 hi s fa ther's 

ori ginal purchase of I 0,000 ac res had grown to nearl y 30,000 ac res plus leased 

land .-1 Further buying and leas ing by Douglas ex tended thi s to just over 58,000 

acres.5 The Station had extended onto the leased Maori fl at land of Ngatarawa, 

Mangaroa and Raukawa in the north and east. Some of thi s land was purchased 

after a period of leas ing by hi s father, while other parts of Ngatarawa and 

Raukawa were still in di spute.6 

Under the guidance of hi s father and Tom Condie, Sir Donald McLean's 

long time manager, the bas is fo r a breeding pl an had been put in place, and by 

the time of Douglas's ownership the station had already gained a reputation fo r 

the quality o f its stock. Condie was a brilli ant stockman and a Tiree man like Sir 

Donald . 

Another Tiree man, Archibald McLean and known as Archie, was 

Candie's ass istant manager since 1868. Archie, unrelated to Douglas, was 

recommended by Condie to become the new manager on hi s retirement in 1876.7 

Thi s manageri al continuity, and Douglas' involvement in station affairs during 

Sir Donald 's long illness with rheumati sm and dropsy meant that there was a 

smooth handover of ownership after Sir Donald McLean's death . Wi th the 

e ffi cient staff and excellent stock Douglas probabl y fe lt that it was hi s 

responsibility to continue with what station people believed was hi s fa ther's 

hopes and ex pectations fo r Maraekakaho Station. These were to help hi s fa mily 

and gather Scots to work fo r him . Douglas' uncle Archi ba ld still li ved on the 

station and it was genera ll y understood by workers that no Scot, or a person with 

Mac in their name, would be refu sed employment. 8 

Douglas's success was to be based on the land and climate of 

Maraekakaho Station, and how success full y he and hi s people coped with its 

challenges. How these people in an ali en environment strove to fi nd new ways to 

.i McLean Let ters and Journals. 11 Jan 1856. JI 40. pp.30-3 1, Hawke ·s Bay Cult ura l Trust. & 
Parr. p.39. 
' Plan of Maraekakaho Estate. Hawke·s Bay. 
6 Lette r Arc hi ba ld McLean to Douglas McLean . 5 Dec 1879. micro film 0726-ree l 25. fo lder 850. 
Alexander Turn bull Library. 
7 McLean Letters and Journals. 27 Mar 1876. Micro-MS- 0032-0799. Alexander Turnbul l 
Library . 
8 Interviews wi th She ila de Gruchy. granddaughter of Donald McLean . I Oct 2003. & Ann 
Macphee. daughter of Donald McKinnon the bl acks mith and res ident of Maraekakaho for 78 
years, I Sep 2003 . 
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combine the differing components of pastoral farmin g life to balance with the 

natural elements of a di stri ct that had never been fa rmed before. Thi s thes is 

argues that the station' s success should not be measured in the narrow financial 

meaning but incorporate the social as pec t of the people's li ves. 

Maraekakaho Station was not the onl y large stati on in Hawke's Bay that 

reared Shorthorn cattl e and Clydesdale horses, and ex perimented successfull y 

with breeding sheep more suited to the land and climate of Hawke's Bay, there 

was a rivalry between these stations that was obvious at the Hawke's Bay 

Agricultural and Pastoral Soc iety Shows. Maraekakaho Station however, won 

more than its fa ir share of rewards in these competitions, competing in a wider 

range of events and fo r a longer time than any of their competitors. 

The station was di stincti ve in Hawke's Bay because many of its managers 

and workers came from a little Inner Hebridean island named Tiree. Some of 

these came because fri ends and relat ives who had immigrated to Maraekakaho 

Station previously in fo rmed them that the station was a good employer. This 

Scotti sh west coast island was where Sir Donald was born , and when Douglas 

sub-di vided the station some of these men from Tiree became the new fa rm 

owners.9 

Douglas di d not agree with the land limitati on ideas of the Liberal Party, 

but had enough common sense to see that with increas ing public pressure on the 

government in the first decade of the twentieth century closer land deve lopment 

was inev itab le. 10 He had great fa ith in the fa rming ab ility of hi s workers, 

preferring to give some of them the chance to own their own fa rms, rather than 

hav ing the government appropri ating hi s land . He did thi s in the know ledge that 

by doing thi s he and hi s station were los ing their skill s, but thi s way he could 

choose which land he preferred to retain . Death duti es continued the pressure on 

the sub-di viding of the station, however thi s frag mentation while causing the 

dem ise of a success ful business did benefit the new owners , many of whose 

families continue to fa rm their land today. 

9 Olde r spe lling. Tyree. 
10 Dav id Hamer. The Ne1r Zealand Libera ls, The r ears of' Pml'er, /89 / - / 912. Auckland: 
Auck land Uni versity Press. 1988. end note 191. p.393 . 




