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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to formulate a National Coastal Policy Statement for the
Philippines whose unsustainable management methods and practices over the years have
increasingly degraded the coastal envifonment in a way which is likely to prevent future
generations from having the same opportunities as the present. The practices in the
Philippines, have exceeded the carrying capacities of resources, reduced the diversity of
species, and contributed to the extinction of significant and endangered species. These
actions and impacts are all attributed to the economic situation in the Philippines:
poverty of coastal residents, and the rate of population increase. Both sectors: socio-
economic and ecological, in addition to institutional sector, need reconciliation in order
for people to live in harmony with nature and coastal resources. Thus, it is envisaged
that the Philippines should have an integrated coastal policy statement at the national
level. This move is according to JUCN recommendation and is the answer to emerging
issues on the coastal zone: impacts of human activities on coastal resources, issues
arising from hazard occurrence, issues on developmental needs and their likely impacts,

and organizational process problems.

In order to develop a NCPS for the Philippines, nine criteria for the coast are developed:
water quality (including prevention of pollution at source, species diversity), carrying
capacity, equity (including intrinsic values), coastal protection from hazards, cooperation,
financial criteria, administrative efficacy and systems approach in planning. These are
used in evaluating the effectiveness of various coastal policy statements at different

levels, using a framework developed for the purpose.

The developed NCPS for the Philippines is aimed at addressing all coastal issues, and
. is based on: the IUCN principles, the Philippine principles, and some of the policies of
Hawaii and New Zealand. It is envisaged that the implementation of the Philippine
NCPS will lead to the achievement of sustainable development of coastal resources,

including a sustainable living which hopes to alleviate poverty.
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GLOSSARY

AUTOPOIESIS - this concept refers to the essential feature of living systems as
they continuously strive to produce and sustain their own organizational

activity and structure.

CHLOROFLOUROCARBONS - man-made chemical compounds of chloride,
flouride and carbon used in a wide variety of applications including

refrigerators and aerosols.

CONSERVATION - the management of human use of organisms or ecosystems to
ensure such use is sustainable. Besides sustainable use, conservation includes
protection, maintenance, rehabilitation, restoration and enhancement of

populations and ecosystems.

CUSTOMARY MARINE TENURE - customary refers to a system that emerges
from traditional roots, constituting part of what is often termed "customary
law", which has continuous links with local history as it adapts to
changing circumstances; marine refers to the system as dealing with reefs,
lagoons, coasts and open sea including islands and islets contained in the
overall seaspace; tenure refers to a social process of interacting activities

concerning control over territory and access to resources.

DEGRADED ECOSYSTEM - an ecosystem whose diversity and productivity have
been so reduced that they are unlikely to recover without rehabilitation or

restoration measures.

DEVELOPMENT - increasing the capacity to meet human needs and improve the

quality of human life.
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DISCOUNTING the costs and benefits means putting a computed monetary value
to a cost or benefit taking into account the rate of inflation, from the principle

that the goods bought today for one dollar will be worth more than the goods

bought for one dollar in a year’s time, or at some time in the future.

ECOSYSTEM - a system of plants, animals and other organisms together with the

non-living components of their environment.

GREENHOUSE EFFECT - the raising of global temperatures by a blanket of gases

around the earth reflecting infra-red radiation back to the earth’s surface.

GREENHOUSE GASES - gases which re-radiate infra-red radiation from the earth’s
surface creating the greenhouse effect, include such gases as water

vapour, carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxides and chloroflourocarbons.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE - law governing and justifying the actions of
local governments and their elected officials in the Philippines. It lays down
the policies that seek to institutionalize democracy at the local level. It hopes
to complete the initial process of empowering the Filipino people through
direct participation in the affairs of government through decentralization, or

by allowing them the widest possible space to decide initiate and innovate.

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION (NGO) - any organization that is not
a part of federal, provincial, territorial, or municipal government. Unless
otherwise indicated, includes private voluntary organizations, corporations,

educational institutions, and labour unions.

PRIMARY ENVIRONMENTAL CARE (PEC) - the process by which
communities organize themselves, strengthen their capabilities for

environmental care and apply them in ways that satisfy their social and

economic needs.
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RA 7160 - a Republic Act of the Philippines providing the rules and regulations

implementing the Local Government Code of the Philippines.

RESOURCE - anything that is used directly by people. A renewable resource can
renew itself (or be renewed) at a constant level, either because it recycles
quite rapidly (water), or because it is alive and can propagate itself or be
propagated (organisms and ecosystems). A non-renewable resource is one

whose consumption necessarily involves its depletion.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT - is a New Zealand legislation in 1991, the
purpose of which is to promote the sustainable management of natural and

physical resources (see Appendix J).

SANGGUNIAN - a term for a legislative body in Philippine Local Government
Units (such as province or " lalawigan", city or "lungsod", municipality/towns
or "bayan", and villages or "barangay"). Sanggunian comes from the Tagalog
word "sangguni" which means refer. It is used with the local LGU term at the
appropriate level to form the legislative body of each LGU concerned. Fur
example, the legislative body of the province is the "Sangguniang
Panlalawigan", the city is "Sangguniang Panglungsod”, the municipality is

"Sangguniang Bayan", and the village is "Sangguniang Pambarangay".

TANGATA WHENUA - the Maori guardians of natural resources.

UNCLOS - the first comprehensive, enforceable international environmental law,
covering all forms of marine pollution (land-based, atmospheric, ship-
borne, and originating from activities on the sea bed). It takes an ecosystem
approach to all uses of the oceans, and provides an advanced institutional
framework for international environmental, scientific and technological
cooperation. It is the only convention that provides for a comprehensive,

binding system for the peaceful settlement of disputes.
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WAAHI TAPU - to the Maori, their kin relationship with all entities within the
environment is sacred, and being tapu must be treated with respect following

appropriate traditional rituals.



