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PREFACL ii.

The sissionaries of the Church lissionary Soclety in lew Zealand
wvere subjected to criticism as a result of their private lasd deale
ingse. OUne eritic in 1839, after a brief visit to the Bay of
Islands claimed that they had been in the vanguard of a “uropean
congpiracy to rob the Maori of their landse This was neither the
first nor the last of such eriticisms.

Thisc work will deal solely with the purchases made by
wembers of the Church Hissionary tocietye (nly two Wesleyans are
known to have jurchased land on their own account whilst there is no
evidence that the homan Catholic missionaries bought land for
private purposes in the short time which elapsed between their
arrival in 1630 and the signing of the Treaty of Laitengi. The
represontatives of the three missicnary bodies operating in liew
Lealend before 1840 also btought land for the purpose of establishing
pission sites, but cinece there was no criticism or dispute arising
from these purchases it is not proposed to ineclude them in the scope
of this worke

The lew Zealund missionaries when armed wit: suthority to buy
land for their children's maintenance and employment in the eighteen
thirties had little thought of the calummy which Grey would heap
upon them a decode later. Two of them, Heary vVilliems and George
Clarke, were dismisced from the mission ss a direet result of
Grey's attacks. Over twenty years of faithful service in the
nission was insufficient to protect them from the attagks of a
governor whose guile they could not matche



$11.

The stand made by lenry ¥Williams and George Clarke in face of
the combined pressure from Seluwyn and Grey ensured that the families
of all the missionary land claimants received more land than would
have been the case had these two also meekly submititedes Un
principle ilenry villiams refused to submit even though this meent
disuissal; nor did he alter his positione

Thanks are due to Dr John (wens who suggested the topic and
who has been ever helpful over a long pericd of years. Thanks are
also due to the staffs of the various libraries which were comnsulied.
in this regard, Hiss Green, formerly at t:e Teachers College and now
at llscney University Library deserves special mention. S0 does lir
Jels Fascoe, Chief Archivist of lational irchives, whose staff,
particularly ¥iss Je. e« fornabrook, the Senior Archivist, were
exceptionally efficient and helpful. This study would not have

been possible without their active cooperation.
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