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INTRODUCTION 

This thesis is ....... stuQy of tho >::ety in which the colonists who 

si;arsoly i)O~Jul ::.tec1 the isolr.ted colony of Hew Ze::o.l2.nc1.. durin.:; the 

12.tter hr.lf of the nineteenth century viewed thens elves and the 

society which vr::--.s c~evoloJ.)inc; ...... rounc1.. theu. The colonists were 

iJredouin211tly of British orii:;·in 11.nc1.. while their rii GrP.tion fron Gre .~t 

Brite.in inplie cl e. parti2.l rejection of British society, this wn.s 

probP.bly tenpered by ::m enhanced loyn.lty to the British no..tion st:i.te . 

This loyalty was born of their ror.lisation that the society they were 

cre2.tinc was cle11enc1.ent upon its j_)olit i cal, econouic anc1 cilit a.ry 

power . But Gre2.t Britain v:2.s 2. l1..istant source of protection e.n:l the 

British Ruthori ties were often unresJ_)Onsi ve to the c1.eoan rl s of 

colonists na~le over- anxiou s by the e.j!p2.rent vulnerRbili ty of their 

colony to nuncrous three.ts. Fe2.rs 1::.risin ~; frOEl tho isolation ancl 

the sr.1nllness of their cor.u:mni ty s2on a constant undercurrent in the 

e.tt i tudes of the colonist s tov:?.rcls thens elve s .o:cnc1.. thG worl d . In the 

f irst i nstsnce therefore, the re2.lis2.tion of c1..e};JCmdence upon GreP..t 

Britain, and the colonists ' British ori;;ins seem to have encoure,L;ed 

then to en~;hasise their Ao[lo-Saxon solicll!.rity . They did this by 

their loyalty to the British nation state anQ by assertin~ their 

innat e " re.cial II SUiJGriori ty to other ethnic croups who ffj_Jper'.recl to 

threaten theI'.1. 

These attitudes were :1rob"'.bly strent_:;thened by c1..ifficult 

c01m:mnic3.tions within Non Ze2.land . 'rho colony rras e. l [;,nfl. of 

forbi<1.rlinG relief and b:·: 1870 there v;ere only c.. fen :i_Joorly constructed 

roads. PrR.ctically no railway tro.ck he.d been laid ancl co11stal 

shippin~ , often the quickest and the nost reliP.ble neans of transport, 

wc..s still very slow e.ncl often haphazarcl in its operation . 

The ener[;ence of a Norr Zeal.'1.ml sense of i t1..entity he.cl to a11~it 

the development of a colony- wic1..e society . During the 1870 ' s , 

contact between tho isola ted comnunities within the colony was nade 

easi er by improved internal communications which seen to have 

encouraged ; roups with similar interests to r eGogni se their common 
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. 1 
experi ence . Su.ch 2, realisation would no doubt h2.ve pronpted 

inclivic1.uals to part icipate r1ee,ninGfully within lar-5er crouJJings the.n 

had J!reviously been the rule within thG colony . 

Across the 1880' s socir:i.l arn1. econor:1ic fo,c tors seen to hc.ve 

encoura.:;ecl tho ,:;Towth of coru:ion-intcrest c:rouiJS of supra- re..:;i onal 

s i gnificance . Ono of the 1nirae ex.~ples of this i s the gr owth of 

city worki ng cle,ss anareness urn1er the i m;,wtus of econoni c dep r e ssion . 

Also durinc t hi s c1.ec.:;.c1_e , the introc1.uction of rcfri ::_; er['..tccl tre..nsportation 

a llowed the '..1.ovelOj_)l!lCnt of the C.e.iryin.~ o.nd fro zen neat indust ries 

thus iJrovi clinc opportuni tics for ;-:icn of r.ioclGst mcc.ns to establish 

theoselvc s as snall faroers . Subsequent l y they bec2xie a force in 

Wew Zee,1 2..nd. society of cons i c'.erable i r!qortance . 

In the 1890 ' s these ener~in :'._: c;rou~JS in coloni,..,,l society received 

.i:)Olitical recoc;nition fron the Lib oro.ls v:ho rlrew 1:mch of their 

support fron them . Libernl social '.1D~ economi c lo: islat i on se0ms 

to have c i vcn L.\;al ~Jr~cision to a rJeculi c.rly How Zee.lane'. ethos . 

The Liberals were also fortuitously a i clccl , hmrever, by the return of 

Jros~Jerity to the colony a ftor 1896 . But Ncr.' Z22.l2.n11.crs still s'.lw 

themselve s as n~cess'.1rily members of tho British E!J.)irc end th8rcf ore 

any sense of Nerr Zee.le,ml i clent i ty the colonists :~1 icht ,i_evGlop l":e.s 

likely t o be circl1I'.lscribec1_ by this lRr(;er loy2.lty . Hcvorthel2ss , in 

thG limi ted fi e l d s of New Zec,l2,n'1 ' s ::>oc ial etCCODi) l ishl:ients and 

economic j_)rosperi ty, Nen Zeal:,_n(1ars nay hP..vc founL1- scojx~ to ~1cfine 

theCTselvcs as su~crior AnGlo - Saxons . In other uorc~s lie"•:-r Zcal c:>..nders 

considerc<'l_ thems e l vc s he21thi er, we2..l thi er e.nd niser th?..n other 

.Ang lo-Saxons 9 an~ Qftcr the exJl oi ts of the colony' s t r oops in the 

Boer \7ar , br aver t oo . 

. + + + + + + + + + + 

1. See : Chris toph e r B. K. Smithyman, ".At titudes to Imo_i c;ration 
in New Zealand 1870 - 1900". M.A . The sis, .Auckland 
University 9 1971, 5- 9 · 
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The deve lopment of these attitudes may be traced throuGh the 

public statemcmts of Il.ich8.rC: John Ser1.c1.::m . However using Seddon as 

the central char2.cter in this thesis does pose some problems. '.}hi le 

there is consic~er2ble n8.terie.l i n the form of ~mblic ac1.c~resses 3nd 

parliamentary r~Gb0,t es nbich re voe.ls his :)ublic at ti turk~s 1 this is not 

so for his :i_)rivate viorrs, anc~ it is therefore L1.ifficult to -l_efine the 

eleI!lent of persono.l ic1.iosyncrn.sy in his iJublic opinions. A related 

probleo is the pGrallcl )rogress of his political career nith 

f1evelo~Jnent s in Nrn-1 Zeo.12.nt1- society . In 1891 he; bocru:1e a Cabinet 

Minister and in 1893, Prm::1ier . The f n.ct of his own success r.ie.y have 

coloured his atti tudos about Nev; Zee.land soc i ety; he was certainly 

a l eaclinr; spokosmrn1 on the virtues of the Libern1 achievetlent . 

These probleras are to s ane extent conpounrlGc~ b;;- the )aucity of 

perceptive secondo.ry sources de2.ling with Seddon. n.M. Burc1on Is 

book, Kini·,; Dick, ~1rovicles 2. genero..lly useful e.ccount of his life but 

its a)pro2.ch is rc.thcr c1.nted and so:1etimes superficial . A thesis 

by Jenice Lockwooc1 on Seel.don ' s e?:.rly political carocr is a 

Jarticularly useful source of information for this earlier peri od c f 

his life, 2 but there is 2. ree.l n.:;ed for an in - depth stuc,y of Seddon ' s 

ro l e in the Liberal Government o,ftcr 1890 and his relstions with his 

fellow Cabinet Ministers . 

But Sec1-c1-on wc..s e iven ;:~ ccmtrc:.l rolG in this study for several 

reasons. In r.mny Y:ays his :Jrogress to Nevr Zc2.lam1 anc-1- early life in 

the col::my, which is traced in Cha)t or On-:;, seen sinilr~r to the 

c::rx:J_)eriencas of noxiy of his f ol lo1"T colonists . Secondly, his 

renarkable success in retaininc i_JO\'rer throuc;hout his political 

career, probably rested 12.rgcly on h is ability to subsume the i deals 

and the prejudices of those he claincd to represent . This 

achievenent r equired not an orit;; inal mind but one sensitively 

tuned to the demQilds of the eloctoral majority . 17hen appearing 

2. Janice H. Lockwood (n. Dickson), "The Early Political Career 
of Richard John Seddon, 1879- 1890. A study of a local 
politician 2..nd his constituency". M.A. Thesisi Canterbury 
University 5 1965 . 



to l ee.d therGfore, he led in the direction the majority wished to 

go . Thirdly, his political car~er s~anned critical years in the 

develo:;_Jment of New Zoaland society, es;:iecially :iurinc; the 1890 1 s when 

he became Prenier, a1c'. unc'.eniably the Dost il!lport2,nt Elor,1ber of the 

Liberal Governnent . For these roasons the 2.,ttitudes of this DECn, 

who S0GDS to h2.VO been SO Duch the enboc1..i::1811C of his ace, )rOVi(~e a 

useful frarwwork throuch which to stuC.y thG emergence of a New 

Zeal and sense of identity . 
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CHAPTER 1 

IDENTITY fu\CIALLY DEFHlE:D 

It is tho ':q~wthGsis of thj s chc.pter th-:.t th:J British 

coloni3ts who scttlo( lbw Zenl"11c~ clurinc the lr.teT ninGt8cmth century 

felt an er!lotional necessity to ,".0fina o..nc1_ rc -· CI:l.)h?.sise their 

meobershi1) of the B~citish nr>.tion . 

An in,1.ivinual livinc rri thin 2, con)lox soci ety hes 1x;ny 

al l oc;i ances . Tho r:iost basic of th0se ".re lik2ly to be those 

rel2tin0 to his fru:iily end frien c1. s , and to tho VC',r ious 3rou:;_)in0s 

within the loc 2.l corn.nmity of 1:rhich he is <.~ ocmbor . Vic~r:Gd 

collectively thcse loy<'.lties forr. "~ l3vel of relove.nce for the 

inc'.iviL1.ual; in other norc'.s the sun toLal of these loy0>.ltios ':':cfine 

the inL1i vic1.u2J ."J.s a 2er:i.ber of th1.: lcc::i..l corr.mnity . Beyond the l ocal 

co.or.mni ty, howcver 9 t~1erc 2.ro often othcr ins ti tuti0t1s and c;rou)ings 

to which o..n imli vi ~~ual n2.y ow::; c.lleciance . The so n~:.y :c<::l8.te to an 

arec. nith a C.i stinctivc ro.:; ional culture - quite a S!'.12.ll !'.Cea jJcrha.iJS 

- or to an e,~c2a as lare;·e o.s Scot lanr1- 1 IreL::.nc1, 'ilc:.le s or E-nt,·ls.nd . 

Such allesiances ni.::i;ht fori:l furtl:or levels of relc;vance . The 

ul tinate loya.l ty for many Europeans in the ninet (~:mt h centuri1 vms 

the ne.tion state; . 3onet i 1::os an in~"_i viC',uoJ. P1ieht fincl specific 

loyal ties in incscC.i)E:.bl c o~J_,osi tj_on to c·ne <'.not her 2n:-~ such oc cE~sions 

coul(l_ fom crisis j_)oi1lt s for hi:-:1 . 

indi vic~ual ' s loyal t i es o.re ;iro b11bly con1)ati b l e, oi thG:!'.' because they 

e.re satisfiec1. a t !:;he snn::: tino or bec2.uso v2.rious loyal tics aro 

en)hasisod selectively L-'Jld in~ividually, consequently 2.ny 

contradi ctory el enents in thma rcnains l atent . Coiapotition bGtvrnen 

C.ifferent l oyal tios vri thi n 0110 L::vel of relovance nay bo reproduced 

on a larcer scale rrhen the 1.1.iffcrent level s of rel evance to which 

an i nd i vidual adheres arG in Oi),)Os ition . Like Sl)Oci fic loya l t i es, 

i t seems fair to nssUTie thnt diff.:~rcmt levels of relevance will be 

emphasi sed accorC.ing to their al:'l) li cabili ty to an i nc'.i vidunl ' s 
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Jf wo t.c.ke e..n individual iii th 3uch c. -:;r:'..cbt i on of l oyalties 

livin2: in Gr0at .Britain C.urin.:, th'" i.iri...~~ .,;..::1 1tl: contur-_, end novo hin 

13,000 Diles to the isolc.to .. ~ <.n<:.~ snr-.11 c.Jlony of W0rr Ze:-.,12.nd it secns 

likely thn.t th~ eu")!w.sis ho ,:i ve:; b )ar.ticulnr loyo..l t i cs, but 

es1)ecially to dif fcrcnt lc vcls 0£' rcl-Jv.:::mce will chent:;e . 'l'hc 

insecurity or the Now Zoal?..n:l colonists, resultinc fron tho isol['.tion 

and insit,nificance of t:ioir nc.mly 0st;i.blishcd cor.rr.uni tics, :)robnbly 

oncouraced t hen to i)lace 0Si)0Cinl or.:i_)ho.sis on tho3ir Er.lpire loynl ty, 

o r the ir loye.lty to the :Sri ti sh !1ation state, The -;.Jarticulnr 

relevance of tlw British e..rny l!.nrl no.vy 211d the British Gov0rrmont nere 

seen as 2ss~ntinl ~djuncts to colo~ial survival . Other levels of 

relev<:.nce, hovrever, such c·s those centrccl roum': abandoned vi lln:;o 

conr.mni ties '.'n.-1. :'.:'oci0r,fJ r::8.,~' h.:!.ve som:iecl less relevant . Conceivably 

these loyc.l t iGs 1-;ore : :0C.ifi 01..1 or tli scnr ,1 od nccorc~inc to their current 

utility. In tLw, ndr 2.lL~:;innces ~).Jculir-.r to the colony oL!or:::;01! , 

but thoy di d so rii. thi n tho f rar:J.e,·m:r:-1 ~ of tho coloni sts 1 EDJire loyalty . 

By the 1890 1 s the :;irocess of so ci e.l c:cvel opr:Jent sea::is to hav<.i be.:m 

sufficiently advanced to justify the; tom colony- nj.dc oociety . This 

noutral t0rr:i is rnor2 2.p~)roprir .. tc th<:.n the YTOrd. 11rn:.tion 11 to describe 

l'Tow Zoal2.nl1 society bccrJ.uso loy[il tic3 attaching to colonial soci ety 

as a whole were circP .. -:iscribed b,y th·_; reality of do,)cndonce U;_.)un the 

British nation ct2tc. Scc1.don ' s s t.'.'.tenonts ;;.bout Hem Zcnl anclers 

sugr;ost that the coloni sts c1.efin8d thcnselves e.s NcrJ Zealanders in 

terras of those cht:.ractori stic s --::hich th8y consic1.e r cc1 unique to 

theY.lsel v0s and. c'.i stinL;-uishin;: ther.i from other Anglo- Saxons . 

i ct.cc.s v1ill bo c1.iscussod in Ch.?.pter '11v10 . 

The so 

It was suc:;ested earlier that the New Zealand c olonists may 

have placed es;?ecial eT'.l;_:ihasis on their loyalty to the British nation 

state bcce.use of its in~1ortance to their survi vn.l, but such a loyalty 

1 . Soc : Rollo D. Arnolc~, "The Openin[J' of the Great Bush, 1869- 1881 . 
A soci al history of the Bush Settlc:r:aent s of Taranaki , Hawkes 
Bay and Wellineton ". Ph . D. The sis, r/ellincton, 1971, 336- 372 . 
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seeos to have placed the colonists in a quandary . Frot1 tho nodern 

viewpoint it seems apparent th e::.t the doElinance of Europeans over 

other Groups ni th whom they cCJJe in contact is to be eXi)lainoc~ by 

thG ir superi or technolo& and technol ogical resources . Probe"bly 

f m·r colonists would hc.vc c:iqlained Euroi)oa.n superi ority siElL)ly in 

these terns hor;ever, but tw.ny of tl10 statenonts ne"c1G by Sc~1clon sug,_;est 

that even i f thGy failGd tomcoGnis o the explanat i on, they had 

difficulty i n escaJin . tho reality . The rc?..li ty rras that the New 

Ze8.l and col onists owed their douin2.nce and continued control of Hem 

Zealancl i n the l e.tor ni n -:: tcenth century to the tachno l ocica l and 

politica l r csourcos of t!1G Brit i sh nation state but they h '.ld only a 

li1~it ecl ability to influence the use of these resources . While they 

mi ght be rGasonabl y cor. fi dent the"t thoir n oobership of tho Briti s h 

nation would c ain thcr.1 its prot (~ct ion if tho co l ony ·:ie"s atte:-,,ck ed 

dire ctly by anoth Gr Euro)ean )Orror , t here nero oth12r nore subt l e 

threats i dent i fied by the colonists au'.i!'ls t nhich British j_WWer 

j)rovidod little protection oithe:r 1x.:causc it ··c.s too blunt an 

instrur.iont to doal effocti vely Y.-ith the :;irobler.1 or bocn.uso the 

Ir:r;;iorial authori tios fn.il ocl to r _· co~llise the c::._)parent seri ousness of 

tho j_)roblems uhi ch 2.gitc:.toll tho colonists . It sGar-1s '"'" fair 

hy)othesis therefore, that tho co l onists, i n the fact of their 

helplessness , woul d enph::,sise tho i nno.to "r '.cial '' superi ority of 

An13l o- Sax:ons over other racial croups . Such an arcunont , w11il e 

r e - enphasi s ing their solic~P-rity .. ,.ith tho Brit i sh ne,t ion also succosted 

that in spit G of tho isolation 3.ncl sma llness of their communit i e s, 

tho col on i sts Yrere bound to j_)rGvail . 

The fir st sect i on of this che"pt e r t he r e fore, uill brie fly 

discus s Secldon' s backgr ounu in so f a r as it i s s i GUificant to his 

racial attitucbs . Some attempt nill be made to anal yse his 

personal a ttitudes although the shortage of Tiatcrial on this 

subject inevitably makes any conclus i ons tentative . It will be 

a rgued, however , t h[',t Seddon a s a .i_Jo l i tician was constantly 

concerned with articul at ing the attitudes of tho voting maj ority 

and consequently h8 provicl8s a use ful insight into some group 

at titudes of the time . His op)osition to othor racial g roups 
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such as the Chinese , for instm1ce , suggests that sooe co l onists nere 

defining thems elves as lmglo-Saxons by a process of n egative 

defi nition; the,y i dentified the out - group by a coll e ction of· trc:its 

vrhich by inplice.t i on tho colonists clid not share . 

Tho so cond s0ct i on of this ch~lJ.)ter attGTJi)ts to denonst rato the 

develo~Jm0nt of a Neu Zo::2-L:m'~ soc i ety by r~feronce to the ch:=tng ing 

enphe.si s Seddon :.;c: .. v e; t o his c:rguncmt s 2.cainst al i ons . This process 

of {; rowth slowly int er~)osed b2t·;roen the coloni sts ' loye., l ty to his 

l ocal New ZeaL.::.nd connunity one. his fu_; ire allec;i ance, several l evels 

of re levance GoJ:J.errhat s i Hilar to those which he ;_ncvi ously hel d in 

his honol and . Such a deve lopnent is der:ionstratecl , for exanpl e , by 

the growth and increcsinc self- ane,reness of the city workinc classes 

which founc1 exp r ess i on in t he acconJ_.::anyin,~; c; r owth of trcc:.e unions on 

a colony- wide scal e . Am'Ah~i!l::'. siDilar, if l ess )roci so devel oprwnt 

of this kind. i s rev eal ed in the ostablishncmt of the dai:ry PJld f.18at 

industri ·e s on 11 12.r[s·e see.lo after tho i ntroduct i on of refricerated 

transport a tion i n tho ea:.cly 1880 ' s . The snce.11 f -'.'.. rr:ier intorost c; roup 

whi ch euer,:;ed was to h2_ve considerable influen ce in :New Ze['.,lancl 

soc i ety . Both these t;Tou j_)s he.cl discerni b l e attitudes to the Chinese 

and othe r aliens of a jx:cul i arly sectional kind . 

The f i nal s ect i on considers Soddon ' s racial attitu des in the 

1890 ' s and notes hon the r::~cial is sue· had by nor.r 2.ttEcined a SUJ.Jra­

sect i ond rol 0vance rrhich sum;ests that a colony- u i dc society had 

f inally ene r ged . In other Y1orr1-s , racial attitudos haC. attained a 

:r:mlt i-layer0c1 sic;nific8-nce . Firstly they seer:icd s i gnifica nt in the 

definition ( even i f necativel y) of i ndiv i dual colonists as Anc l o -

Saxons. This arc:ument r0tained its sicni f icance 1 but raci a l 

att i tuclus also be :;an to a ssune a peculiarly sectional bias a s 

different int e r e st [;roups developed and defined their opposit~on to 

al i ens . In the 1890 ' s a third e l er:ient in rccial a ttitudes i s 

discernible. The "race " purity 2.rgurnent rrhi ch Seddon so strongly 

emphasised at thi s time reveale,i the er.:1er5ence of a co l ony - wide 

level of relevance . Nm1 aliens were also viewed as a threat to 

the coloni sts as New Zealan ders . 
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I. 

Seddon' s lJrocross fron Encsland to Ncm Zealand se(ms fairly 

similar to that of r.;any otl1Gl' colonists . He nas born tho son of 

schooltaacher :parents i n the villaG'C of Eccleston, 12.YlcG.shire, and 

his fornal education c.mdod at tho ace of hrol VG a ft er h o showed little 

"interest or apti tuc"lo cxcc)t at ncchanical d rawinc; ". 
2 

Aft or working 

on his gr211dfathor' s fr.na for two ;yea rs he took up an apprenticeship 

with a local firn of ent;inoers anc'.. ironfounders . An early att empt at 

industria l a ction i n t h e int er es ts o f higlwr uagos rosultGcl in his 

dismissal, so ho journeyed to Liverpool in search of em:Jloyment . 

r!hilG there ho was s t ricken with snallpox and u:;;ion his rGcovory he 

was refused re - enployment.3 

In 1863, at the 2.GG of eic;hteen, Seddon responded to the lure 

of coloni al go lcl, or at l east tho )ros~ect of bett e r conditions of 

enploynont for a t rac:osno.n . He work ed his way to Australia whore 

he was er:iployod briefly in t he Government Haih.ray liorkshops at 

Williamstonn (noe.r Me lbourne) before goinG to the Bendigo go l dfi e l ds 
,1 

as E'~ prospector . It he:,s been suc;.::;o sted by Burdon and Lockwoocr' 

that Seddon ' s hostility to the Chinese rcsultoa fron his experience 

on the Victorie.n t;oldfie l ds , but e.s ~)r2.ctically nothinl<; s eems known 

of his experienc es there, excopt that he wccs an unsuccessful 
c:: 

g olcl.miner, ) it i s possible only to svccul ate about their nature . 

Seddon arrived on the Vict oria.~ go l dfi e lcls in tho early 1860's . 

Serle suggests that the influx of Chinese onto the Victorian tS"Oldfi c l ds 

had reach8d crisis pro1Jortions by 1857 when tho numb e r of Chinese in 

Victoria doubled to 35,000 . In that y oc..r there were riots 8.t 

2. R.M. Burdon, King Jick . A bio,;:;raphy of Hicharcl John Seddon , 
Wellington, 1955, 2. 

3 • Burdon, 40 . 

ii . Burdon, 78; Lockwoocl, 158 . 

5 , Burdon, 5. 

r• .. ':')"'"'"' :I,..- ,,,., 
ll-:-.1 !.:f, I 
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Daylesforc:. end on tho Buckland fi olcl, end in 186 1 tho Chinese 2.t 

LambinL; Flat e xperi enced one of tho aost extronc instcillces of 

persecution per~)etr~ctcd agccinst then in J\ustralic;, , Sor lo arcue s 

that the n2.in o:p1Josi tion to the Chinese H2.S on tho i:;rmmc:s of 

econonic con11oti tion althoc.~c;h this c::cne to in vol vo the· l arger question 

of whether tho colony n2.s ost:l.blishcll for the bcmefi t of E"uro:.,1oans or 

l1sio.tics . An arJUnont oft r8pcatocl 12.to r on the Ne\'1 Zealand 

coldfielcls rras thc..t tho Chines0 uorc "ncrc 1mrvoyors of our GO l dc:n 

wealth to Chines e shores ". '.l.'he Chinese oiners were 2,ccusod of 

nisusinL; WA.tor, of beinc i cnorant of the 12,w rcgarclincs Gol dfi e l d 

usacos a.ncl of ro - worlcinc t8.ilin_::-s l Gft by Suropotl.ns v1ho nir;ht 

subsequently h2.ve returned to then . Al thouch t h ey uero concl_ennecl 

for this pc.ro.sitic p r act ice enc~ their c~isinclin2.t ion to ~rosj)ect for 

new fiolcls, when a 13'r OUi) of C'.1incsc hit on 2, rich c_;o l d strik.) called 

the C11J1ton 108.d in '1857, they uero r'~ri ven fron their clc..ins by a croup 

of EurOJ..)G2.IlS . 
6 

Hostility ~o the Chinese r 2sult i nc froo the uidoly held opinion 

thc.t the Chinese c2J:r1_Js nor.:.: ': stink.in::; end squ2.lid 11 8.nd a likely 

source of G~, idooics 7 
1T2s reinfo::~G2d b,y their cultural and social 

distinctivenoss . Perh3.l_)S r1ost serious we.s tho a. priori asSUJ:ll) tion 

of seXL12.l deviCJ1ce b 'C.sod lo.rcely on observo,tion of the: cx1;rome sex 

iobalanco in the Chinese ce.LlIJS . C~12.J.'(:,'C:S thu.t they seduced "c;irls of 

t end.er years " ancl prc.ct isorl 11J,Jecul i o.r Md unIJention2.blo i onoraliti12s 
G 

too revolting to r cpee,t 11
, th::.t is, sodorw 1 were often nade . 

As these atti tudcs t o the Chinese we re a~)parently widesprea<'l 

on the Victorian eolclfiolds e.t tho tine Secldcn rr2,s there , 11re nay 

suppose that he accepted many of t hese p o;_:rul a.r not i ons 1 c:cs he seems 

to have done in l~ter life . 

6 . Geoffrey Serle , Tho Golden Ase . A History of the Col ony of 
Vic t ori a, 1851 - 1861 , tlcl bourno, 1963, 320- 335 pas sin . 
The quotation i s froo Gee1onr; Adve rt i ser, 8 July 1857 . 

7 . Serle, 327 . 

8 . Cited by Serlo , 328 . 
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After his bri ef sojourn on the goldfields Seddon returned to 

his job 2.t ';filli2.r..1Stown c:.nc.l he vr.7,,s still worldng there when news 

arrivocl_ of e:;old c1-iscoveri es on the -:-.:est Co::cst of the South I sland of 

Neu Ze2.la1d . As his prosi,octs for aclve.ncenent i n hiz present .job 

se:o:rwd limited, in 1866 he dec i de1.l to t~.kc e,c1v-r->,ntr\_::G of tho now 
Cl 

op;_)ortuni ties th2.t of fererl . " Once a~ain, houcv2r, Seddon proved 

an unsuccessful .~;o l cbincr, but he ost:-,,blishod hif:lself ov·2r the 

folloFinc; dcc8.~le 2.s 2. storckeo1;e::c 2nd a .mblic3.n ( e.l thouch ho rrent 

bc:;.nkrupt in 1078) 
10 

e:.ncl develop<Jd quite a ro1mtt:.tion :".S an advoc2.te 

in the ·.-i;;.rdcm' s Court on the (;oldfiel cls . 

Seddon ' s procrcss to Neu Ze2.l2.nc1 certai r!ly sern:i s typical of 

the experi e nc es of othur 0olclminors who arrived in New ZcP.l anC., in so 

fe.r as ho had first tried his luck in Australia mi.cl subsequently 

n i cr::>.tc;d to J'T ew Ze2.l2,ncl in se2,rch of new Ol))OJ'tuni ties . The 

inforn2.t ion Burdon su;_):;lios su~--~·o sts th::-,t Sedc1.on' s notive.t i on to 

l eave Britain wc.s :.;.t 10 ~1st "" s s '· ronc .::cs tho ;o,tt rc,ction of the 

Antij_)ocles . But it must h <:cvo beon q,_;).Jarent in Jmstrc1lia , c:;.s it W[>,,S 

in l'i En-r Zee..1 2.nd , tho.t the colonies r12c:·e necessarily n. J:l2.rt of the 

British llipire if Britons vrere to c')ntrol it . Therefore it is not 

as contr2,c1ictory 0 ,s it may superficially e,p)oo.r th'.'.t 2..n indi vi clual 

who rejectocl sonc n.sp c: c ts ol' :'..lritish society c.t tho saEe tine should 

:Jc:;.nifcst a loyc,l ty to th:.?. British n"',t ion stn,tc, ·;!hich n~2.y hc,_v ,3 been 

st roni:5e r the.n it '.ns previousl y . 

Nei th,")r is it surIJrisinc that Sedclon 1 s ec..rl,y oi;~1 osition to the 

Chinese on the .. est Cc:;.st ::;ol ,lfields reveals sirnile,r 2.tti tudes to 

those noted in Victoria . Such an occurrence does not i m 'ly chat the 

re.cial att itudes expressoci. in New Zealand at t11i.s ti:.10 ;·1erc 

Ji.ustral i2n imports with l i tt l e rel evance to th:J loc2.l social 

ex1)(~ri cmce . It succcsts rather the,t the sense of insecuri ty , born 

of isolat i on and the sDallness of the local Brit ish popul ation was 

common both to New ZcaL:md am1 the Australian colonies alike . 

9 . Burdon, 8 . 

10. Burdon, 40 . 
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During his 1879 caopai91 for election to the House of 

Reprcsent3.tives Seclclon opposed Chinese ir.uni;-r:::.tion to the local 

co ldfi el cls and on one occasion he l_)ointed to the undesirability of 

the Chinese as colonists because of tho ex)erienc2s of C2.lifornia, 

Victori:;., New Sout11 '."fo.les and Queensl and . He uent on to urc;e that 

New ZoalG.nd u.ust also introduce restrictive l egi slation if she v:2,s 

to avoid the delugo of "Asiatic Tartars 11
• 

11 

In 1880, after his e lection to the House of Representatives, 

Seddon list ed his gri avpnces a:ainst the Chinese present on the ~est 

Co2.st . These :~Tieve.ncas i!G?:'C very sirailar to thos e alroacly noted on 

the Victorian colc.~ficlds . He noted for instance, a cnse of leprosy 

on the Kunara GO l clfielcl and sugcested that this isolated occurrence 

was reason enou..::.;h to exclude 2. 11 r 2.ce thd brought such disec;.ses 

to taint the rc.ce that is .:;rowint; Ul_) in N.:;w Zce.l ~'nd 11 • On the 

go l clfielcls the Chinese did not r;o out )rospectinc anew but 11 c2mo like 

a floc'.c of locusts aftc;r th•' white E'lan had born the brunt of 

prospectine 11
• They n')raly c:o.therocl together son0 c;ol 11 and left . 

Nor did the Chinese ')2.Y tc.xos for they lived upon r j_c c and fish which 

vrere non-dutiable . If the Euroi:)e2.ns wished to return after the 

initi a l rush t o re->rork the field, they v101..1.lc1_ finc1 thc.t t h e Chinese 

had. l eft them nothin,-:; . Later in the sar!!e speech he ref2rrcd to the 

injury the Chines e rrerc cloinc to Victoria . In Holboume it self the 

Chinese nere 2.ctu2.lly becOL1ini; a curse 9 and the pol ice were une.ble to 

doe.l ':ri th the resul twt evil . As New South --:o.los 2.ncl Quoens lancl 

had passed restrictive l ecisla tion, Seddon ~ns confiient that the 

Chinese woulrl firs t co to the 

islands i n tho Southern seas . . • and ?.fterwor~ls /_fhei} 
would come to New Zeo.land and the pooplo of the colony 
would find themscl V 8S suffering a very ,3ree.t evil by 
having these horc~cs landing on their shores . Prevention 
was better then curo ...• The Chinese had done an 
i:runense ded of h arm . Thay had injured the llistrict 
he represented, and they did injury to any cold field 
they went to . 12 

11 . '."/est Coast Tines , 3 December 1879, c i ted by Lockwood, 156 . 

12 . P~ 36, 1880, 97- 98 (Seddon) . 



Frequent references of this kind to the Lustralian :;xperience of the 

Chinese 2.nd also to that of Ce.lifornia, (and ldcr Ho.waii) suggest 

an attitude of Anclo - SC!.xon "ro.cial " solidari ty in op)osition to 

another, antl a):!_)2.rontly threatening ''rece" . .ll.s 1TE:m Zeetl:md w2.s 

youDGer than the Lustralian colonies 8.nd CaliforniC?. it is 

unclerstnnc.1.abl.:; that the Herr Zeali~nd coLmists shoulC. draw upon the 

social oxpr;rienc::;s of those societies nherc they s02r:1od relevc::nt to 

their own si tu2.t i on . For r:any other soci £'..l e.tti tudos Brite.in vms 

of p2.rticular im:rnrtance . ThG ioplication in drP.ning upon the 

experience of the nother country and th0 new societies in the Pacific 

secr:1s to be thc.t the 'Horr Zealand col onists vrhilc rovaaling their 

sense of solid2.ri ty r:ith their lm[lo - Saxon fe l lows rrhen threat0nod 

by on alien c roup' ".-ere pr-.e~xtred to learn fron the n i stakes already 

mec1.e by these societies anG. consequently they rroulc~ ultioately 

~evelop a superior society . 

Thu ic~e;o.s i·rhich the colonists inported rrere c.p_·.lied to the 

real i ty which they pe:cceived around them . Se~don ' s discussi on in 

1880 of tho Chi nose: 2.t Stafforl'., for instcillce, is couched in 

unoric-:;inal lonr:.,'1.1acc but nevertheless the c..:.rt:;"UDent s ncre rel evMt to 

·:rest Coast society at that tine . 'l'he :;oLmle.tion of St;,:,fford had 

been reduced by he.lf he clair2ecl for the Chinese nm7 he.cl rrn.to~'.:-.c;.;s 

there, and hau "lo cated thooselves in such nunbers th.-:ot they hac1. 

c~rivon anay tho rrhite po)ul'.ltion" . The district norr contributed 

less revenue beceuse the Chinese ofte!'l c,icl not t2.ko out oiners ' 

rights and went 2.We,y c2.rrying golc1. without psyinc the duty . Not 

only hacl the Chinese C:riven the Euroi)ean po:tml ation cxmy fron 

Ste.fford, "but they had their own stores - they di d not intermix 

in any shape or form wi~h Europeans ". Seddon di d o..clni t , horrever, 

that the Chinese at Stafford "Yrere working there for certainly e, 

little l ess than tho Europ ean popul ation •roul d ho.ve reraainec1. end 

worked for" . 
13 

Seddon expressing such widely held views justifies 

the contention that oost of the att itudes he held RS a politician 

were in the first instance po;:mler, although they nay also have 

13 , P::J 36, 1880, 98 . 



corm:ianded his personal conviction . It is u seful to test further 

Sed.don ' s r eliability as a witness on the soc i a l atti tudcs of his 

contenporarios by G.t tempting to establ i sh who:"t his personal atti tuc~es 

t owe.rds 2.1 hms ':re:;_'e . 

Fi rstly his econooic inturusts . Seddon for nost of his caree r 

on the ·:rc;st Coast 0.w.s not act ually a nincr, but he v1as l a r c ely 

dependent on [;O l dr;iiners, includin<.'.' the ChinGse , for his livelihood . 

Provided Chinese niners uere not actual l y dri vi ne; c.rrcy his Euro_;:iean 

clients, his ovm bus i ness interests were unlikely to suffer . 

Hovrever Chinese exclusiveness of the sort t hat Seddon described at 

Stafford , which included est'.1bli shing their own stores, r.1 i ght well 

have thr ::;atenecl his business interests . SeJdon's other business 

dealin.:;s wit h Chinese were in his cape.city as an advocate in tho 

1.far d.en 1 s Court on the [_;'Oldfic l ds . He had done 11n e2.rly t he whole of 

the Chinese business in the Courts ffie stated in 189_07; it i:rns very 

seldom they had :::my troublG or li tic-<,tion but th.7.t I vms the a;ent 11
• 

1
lf 

Therefor e i n strictly business terms jJrovi dccl the Chinese rrnre not 

p r esent in num.bers sufficient to re1Jel lillropcans, Mt~ they continued 

to have Gconouic relat i ons vr:i.th EurOJ:Jeans , their lJr csence would 

p robc.bly have been in h i s orm int erosts . 

Seck!.on ' s attitudes toHards social relat i onshi j_JS wi th the 

Chinese seen rather CI:l.biGU-ous . In 1880 Seddon clnined that he would 

sooner see his de.u0hter dee,c. t han r.Je.rried to e. Chinese; . He thought 

the.t "the r e was not a paront who kn orr c.nythi w; of the Chinese peopl e 

who would pernit any one connecter1 v1ith hi r.J to i:iix ;1 i th then 11
•

15 

Yet T.E . Y. Sec~do n, R.J. Sedclon ' s son, describes tho Chinese a t Kunara 

in his aut o b iograiJhy as an 

..• hospite.ble l ot . They gave us luscious e inJ er 
fron e;r eenjars , peanuts and crackers. I t w11s nost 
ent ertai ning to ne.t ch their cooking oper?.tions , the 
snell of their cooking - oil perfuming the huts. 16 

14 . AJHR, 1898, I -9 , 80-81 . 

15 . PJ 36, 1880, 97 (Seddon). 

16 . T.E .Y. Seddon, The Scd~ons . An Autobi ography , Auckland , 1968, 
33. 



I n vie·,7 of R . J. Sed(ton ' s st::i.temont, ·:re r.mst concludo thnt ei thcr he 

wc.s a very ne[:;lectful pc.rent , o.r he did not soG the local Chinese as 

a 111aoral thrc'.lt" to his own chilclren . This evidence secns to 

succest th:1t if Sccldon Has con sci :mtious in !1j s i-:i.r~otry, the 

differtJnce in ::-~tti tulle:: cvile:nt bdtw· . .:.en hie rabid condemndion of the 

Chinese in ~)ublic <:·.ncl his pe.csono.l i:ol.~t ions r:ith the Chinese ~t 

Kunarn, is to be 0xplainec~ by o.n unconscientious c1.istinction h2 y;gs 

r.ip..king between the loct~l Chinese anc~ tho Chinese :;en:::rnlly . 

Pr.::::sUJ:ial)ly he di rl not ··c3SUL1G th:~t the local Chinese were his equals , 

but ho did not sec in thcr.1 the synbolic thr,~nt rrhich he c.ssocie.tcd. 

with the Chinese "race" c.s e. nholo . 17 Such 8.Il c..tt i tude ;7oulcl 

appear to be typicc.l of SCLklon ' s hiGhly :)rac;r.iatic nocl.c of thought in 

which theoretical inconsistencies were of little inport211ce . An 

altern?.ti vo explam~tion nay be t hc.t he wc.s cynically axploi ting the 

fears of his constituents for political ~ain . There seeos no way of 

clecidinc definit ively betrreen the tw0 exi)lan".tions, :;ivon the 

e.vo..ilP.bl e inform:.tion, but it s00os fR.ir to conclude that his i,mblic 

pronouncenents on tho subjoct ho.c: consic1cro.blo ol octoral support • 

.t.ssw:;iinc this to be so there i s still the problen of tryinc to explain 

the groui) attitudes which Se<ldon articulated . 

Seu don \70.S vcr,y out spoken in his sui)port of the Chinese 

Inunir;ration Pro hi bi ti on Bill in 1880 d.uriw; tho ffouse debate . In 

part his spooch ·;1e_s e r eply to some cle..ius o.i;.de by (1 previous 

speaker, ~r rlalli s , nember for Auckland 'Jest . A brief analysis of 

Wallis ' stP.tonent helps explain Seddon ' s violent reaction. \7allis 

clained to be "one of the antiquated pcoplo vrho still ... bolieve[cl_7 

that al 1 men wero children of two first parents". lie went on to 

r oL1i nd the House that 

. . • the Chinese rtere not 2, sav2.ge barbarous peoj_J le . 
They were a people, in their own \'TaY, as civilised 

17 . Seddon ' s use of the terl'1 '' race " is confused . \lhile in 
scientifi c terns the ilnglo- Saxon ' s, for instance , do not 
q_ual i f y as a sepe.rate "race " at all, Seddon and his 
conter.i.poraries sometimes used it in place of "nationality", 
but nore eenerally Gpplied it l oosely to what are better 
called "ethnic groups " . 



as Europon.ns . Tho~, 1nro pGOj_)lc who were ci vili socl 
for thoun£> .. n1s of years when the Calodonians, 
Anglicc.ns, and ]ibernians nor:. Cannibcls . 

16 

He ;..'.lso contonC.od the.t the 

2.nti- Chin2sc .7,;~ii---.tion Yias an ,',noric ,.,.n J!:roduct . 
Certain blincl "'.ncl iuion.:nt ?rotoctionists in 
Cc.lifor!'lic.., ::i.ncl c0rta.in loafers there, founc1. thD.t 
they could not coupcte r1i th the incJu3trious , 
tcr.ipera.t·3i an c1. fruGnl Chinese, ond they c;ot up an 
a;;itation to expel the Chinese out of the country, 
so that -chose rrho narc lo~fors uncl i clle nic-ht be 
able to c~rn a living . 

Furthcrr.iore , just as the A:, icric".ln Continent h2.c1 beon opened up to 

take the sur) l us European ~)0_1ul i=>.t ion, ;,ust ralc.sia :ii;;ht fulfil a 

sinilar role for the ;.sic:.ns vrho after all lived ir: the [.;eoc;r e.phic 

noi&hbourhoori_ . In sui.;:)Qrt of this ar.::,"lillent ·:rall i s noted thc::.t 

Gthnolo0ica lly tho i'.Taoris nerc a " branch of tho Chinese race ". 

'l'hey r1or;:; :1.e sccnc1 ull fror.i tha Chine:; so , c.nd connoctec~ 

'.Vi th tbci~ f;:;.r nor0 nc~rly Lh<..:11 v;i th Euro:)c-2.Tls; .::..".!cl 
rrere thGy to cxcli..l.de entirely fron this country the 
very r?.ce to who~.1 i t ori[;inally 1)elonce(P . . • He hd 
not deny trmt ros~,c:ctablc Ent;lish po,)plc •:ror . .; 2..bove 
the e.vcrr-.ga of Chinase peo_t:)le ; but tho re nc:re a. vo..st 
nunber of hc,cl poo.c)lC in the British E::Qirc r,::; v;oll as 
e.nonc the Chinose r:ce . 18 

In brief, -.:allis ~bniod tho su;_)eriori ty oi tho Anglo - Saxon 

civilis~tion to th::.t of tho Chine so . Socom1.l,r, his cl2.in th'.'.t the 

~ti- Chin0so .:::.citr..tion w1:.s the: invention of "cl]rt,J.in loafers" 

overseas and. the!.t it h8..d subsequently b9en irnportG(~ into Now Z02.land , 

if.li)lied th:'.t its Nm: Zc2.lc...vic1 su~-_;_.iorters were E>.lso lo;:!.fors r1ho could 

not conpete with the tomper·ance , frur';2,lity 2.ncl. indust riousness of the 

Chinese . 'l'hirdl y, ~".'.:i.ll i s called in question the ri":;ht of the lrnc lo-

Saxons to thi s country by sur;ccsting thn.t the Chinese night be 

justified in using li.ustrnl.'.lsi n. as an out l et fo r their sur;;ilus 

popul a tion . This a rgunent w~s reinforced by his clLi,in th<'..t the 

Maoris rrnr o ethnol ocsically related to tbe Chinese, 2.nd therefore 

by i mpl icat i on , the beneficiaries of a civili sation equal to that 

of the Jmglo- Saxons . Thi s seened to deny lillglo- Saxons the i r 

18 . PJ 36 , 1880, 93- 94 ( i'lallis) . 
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a ltruistic role ;;,s " c i vilisers " and presumabl y left them with little 

other ri0ht to Nen ZeaLmd tlv,n that of conquest . 

Serldon wes in total C:~isa(;r2oment with 1;lalli s 1 o.rgur:tent . He 

rw,d been to a l ecture on China 9 ho statoC. 9 and sone of the scenes 

described ;rnre 

sinply horrible: yet they nere in 'lccordanco with 
the socii:'..l lcxrs of the Chinese . . • • Chinoso 
civilisation 11as very crude .• , . Europeans vrere so 
fe.r a superi or rc.ce to the ChinGse thouGh belongine 
to the same species 9 yet of a suJerior class . 
Thero W2.S about the sar:ie d istinction betwoer, a 
European mid a China.tlan 2.s that between a Chinaman 
and a monkey . In his (Mr Socldon' s) opinion , the 
s2.ne arGUL1ent s coul cl not be used in fo.vour of Chinancm 
as coulc1 fairly be aclc~uced on beh0,lf of Europeans . 

He claiTied that if ·-rallis had e. d::rnchter who vrished to marry a 

Chinese , he would soon recognise the difference between the two races . 

For hL.; onn part he wonlcl 

as soon see his offsp~ing in her cravo as see her 
united to o. Chinar.mn . If the Chin2,r1an -.-.-0,s his eq_U[\1 1 

why should his feelings rovol t r>.co.inst such an 
alli:mce? Simply bc:c2.use ho thought the Chin8L12x1 
inferior in every .;ay, shape, 0,ml forn ; 8-nt~ ho ho;;ied 
that such o.n inforiori ty r:oul d never be to l 2rc.tec, 
ho re . . . . Ther-:: r.' ::>.s no L P • .:_:iarent ;:1ho kncffr :mything 
of tho Chin c; so peoJ_)lo r:ho r.'oul -t j_)erni t ~ony ono 
connoctod \:ith bin to r:1ix with them . 19 

:=T ':Tal l is 1 r;,ssertions :;;,bout the Chinese and his 2xplanation of 

the Op~;OSition torrnrc1.S thOTJ 9 Cain in significance if COHjJQTOd Hith 

Sni thfilan 1 s claim tho.t -:.s a rosul t oi' contact -,·ri th other rc.cial 

croups the British colonists souc;ht to .::;xplain th2 obscrvg,ble 

su.:;iGriori ty of their tochnoloc;y 9 anc1. tenclor1_ to C"-:t.'{SUe this 

l + . . t . 11 th b . f . 1 . -t 20 c.e.,orm.inis ica y on o 'o,sis o r.::;,cia supori ori y . By 

denying the superiority of the lm.::;l o - Sa xon civilisation to that of 

the Chinese, '\!2.ll is d once deni ed the Ant=;lo - S'.",xons their dest i ny 

as civilisers of the vorl c1. and this ·1ms especially so r1hen coupled 

with the succ;estion that China i:iight be just i f i ed i n seeing 

19 . PJ 36 9 1880 9 97- 98 (Se ddon ) . 

20 . SCTithym8..Yl9 10 . 
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Australasia as an outlet for h e r surplus popul~tion . Then, to 

argu2 th2.t the .s.gi kltion rras be[,JUn by those un:c..bl o to cor;i_pote with 

the t emj)e ranco, frugality and industri ou snc:JS S of tho Chinese , 

imiJli2d in a very porson2-l \"9,Y that any incli vidu8-l who u3.s opposec1. 

t o continuecl Chines2 i nni .::;r2.tion to New Zo:i.l 2nr1. wc.s a l so unablG to 

conpet e with tho Chinc:sc <::nc' .. v1c.,s thorcforo an infe rior Anglo - S2 .. xon . 

The corollary of the; :::.r_;w:-i<:mt was p_resun~:.bly th2.t anyon e nho --.·;o.s :;,n 

upstanc1.inc an r_l industri ou s iln _:-::-lo - Sc..xon wou:J_ cl_ be C1blc t o CODjX~te ui th 

the Chine se . Honovor such an c.rt;unont nGgl ector .. t ho fact tho.t thu 

colonists he.d corae to J'foy; Zoe.l end with the -:.1Gr~ i re of bettoring 

thense l ves social l y an<l econor:iic2.lly a.nC. this prosunably aiYPliecl 

equally to the nace l c.bourer e.s it (~id. to the iPtty c2,pi tali st . It 

raust have been app2.rent to th2 Neri Ze2.land workinc classes atl:t~ast, 

that in a situat ion of unr .;31.112.ted coi.li)et i ti on the; Chinese ( or 2.ny 

other Gr oup) vrho would tcko lovrnr r;a-t_;es , ei thor be co.us e they acc21;t e::.l 

r. loner stanclarc1 .. of li viEC the.n the Euro1)-:JP,ns, or bocc.use they r;c::rc 

sin ~;le encl_ h.?. c1. no nifo an c'. fP,nily to su)port, ni:;i1t r e - iDpose tha 

conditions of soc i ?.l 2.n ~1 0cononi c dc(ST~'.cLC>.,tion by nhich the ':rorst 

inc' .. ustrie.l e.rC<"'..S of th2 Ol c1.. ·:1orl c1.. rr2re ch~0.r2.cteriser1 , Yet as 
2 1 

Lockrroo;l ha s notec1.., S 2c~r' .. on in 1880 »if'. S not 2. spokosr.ic:.n f or the 

city rrorkin~ cl2.ssos , but n:J i th er c1..o the Chinese :1p_.:eo.r to h .. ;.vo been 

competinc <~iroctly nith tho c;ohlr.1iners rrhon Soc1.c1..on ro)r·J sent2c1 
. • 

Tho.t this wc.s so i s inc1ico.tud in SodC.on' s cri tic i sns of the C:!.1 in-:"?se . 

Events at Staffor d s u,:;:;ost tl1at their presence w:_-.,s e.ssocie.ted n ith 

the c~ocline of th.:: Golc1.fi e ld - t hey He r e a.f t or o.11 norkincs for a 

little less than tho Europoo.ns woulc have stayed f or . Econonic 

cor.ipeti tion alone does not seeD to ha ve bo-::m suffici ontly greo.t to 

just ify Seddon ' s hostility to the Chinese . The explanation of such 

hostility nust lio clso':the r c t h erefore . 

One ~ f the most notable f eatures of Ucst Const soci c:: ty wa s 

the sex io.b8.l rrnco of tho )O)ulrd i on . J\ J_) rodonint~ncc of nal es wo.s 

1 f t n 1\T Z 1 ,.:i • t 22 b t th ' a genera ea ure 01 1 . ew oa 2.nl~ socie y , u is w2..s 

21 . Lockwood, 156 . 

22 . In 1891 and 1896 there were about 80 fe:Jales to every 
100 males . 



particul arl y so in tho gol dfi e l d rtistricts . In the West Coast 

county of I nanghaua, for instenco, thorc were about forty fenales to 

every hundred TialGs in ·1s7s nnd oven in 1s9 ·1 the nunber hac1- risen to 
23 only about s i xty fono..lc;c; Jer hundr.ad r.1al e s , Ano the r feature of 

Nev: Zeal cml society at the; tine seons to have bG .,n the sonowhat 

r:mted social c.nc1. soxual ro lo j)layecl by for:iales . This i m.gG i s 

susc;ested in a ,J.2 scription Seddon (; ",V C to a 1bori auc1-ioncG in 189 5 

of what ho beli c1ved to be the; i deal qual i t i os i n a wo::tan . 

Hothors s oek o. .::; r·::::·.t i_)O Si tj_on for their d<0.ughtors -
(SO to .:;roat ex~ic:nso tc?o.chinc them the l) iono Mc1 other 
acco:.11) l ishnent s i but they do not tor>,ch thou what e.11 
wonen shoul d know - tho i_)OSi tion ancl the c1.uties of a 
wif o and nothors and to do wh2.t vrould be required o f 
then in c.ft or - lifo Lsii/. Now , thero are any ai1ount 
of girls who ce.n s i n f,' and 1Jl11y the ~)iano, do a l i ttle 
dravlin c; , 311d c1_2J1co to J;Jerfection ; but if you asked 
then to cook sono f o0,l , asked t hou to nakG their 0',711 

underclothing, to knit you a pair of stockings, to 
none~ your clothes , or even their mm cl oth,-=:s , you 
1•10ulc" find thc.:y would not be abl e to do it . 21i 

In the ;;,bsencc) of 2. stronger f -:ninine socia.l .'..'.nc1. sexual imace 

it is possible the"t the si:;2reoty;::ial iD~'G of the "Ch in::::Lian " !,1lr.yed 

aYJ. im)ortant j)c..r·t i n t he (l_efini tion of the i C.eo.l Angl o- So.xon i.mle . 

The in~)o rt :mc o of storcoty;1es lios in tho fc.ct th :.t tho 

ch2.re.cteristic s 2.scribo~: to J.11 m'..:ubc;rs of th,:; out - ,::; roup e.ro usually 

onl y ch::>,ract e ristic of e. fo·,'! i so thd the soL:cti on -::,f the 

chare'.cterist i cs nhich nelrn u;_J the storeotyp2l i P:.cc often indica te 

those attri but2s exhibitecl by s oBe r:wobers of tho out -~;rou) , but by 

v1hi ch th2 i n - .::;roup vi shes to de f ine e.11 oenbers o.f the out - :;roup . 

By i m) l i c e.t i on those unfc.vour.::i.ble P.t tributos c.r e nJt shared by the 

i n - 0roup . 

The possi bil ity does not seem to ha ve occurrccl to Soclc1-on, as 

i t obvi ous l y had to Jr ':"lalli s , that a culture other than the on e 

i nto whi ch he vras born , nigh t offer an equally vo.l i d :;:iath of hUDan 

23. Ca l cul atccl fror.1 Consus of Hew Zeal and, 1878, 189 1. 

24 . AJHR, 1895, I- 9, iO . 
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redenpt i on . MeTibers of other ethnic groups with whom he cruno in 

contact , therefore , Yvoulc1. be judced in a ccord2.n ce with Anglo - Sa xon 

social crit eria . It is j_)ossi bl e to i 1:1.::.c;ine inc_i viduals within a 

society beinG jud~;-.ccl a~0;2.inst a hypothetical i deal of nas culin i ty or 

feni nini ty ancl being :i_.ilo.cec1. al on~ 2.n axis ccmncctinc-' t h ese two ;_)o l es , 

in accorr1.2.nce rri th hon nearl,y t hey a)pro::-.chod the iCl.eal . '7e nay 

n.ssuri.e th2..t a li en s uould be jud::;ed i n th i s S[_U:le ,.!3.J except, as seems 

to have been so Pith the Chinese , it nas tho s t or eoty;::ial "Chinano.n 11
, 

not inclivi cluc.l Chinc:~ se , r;ho VT<13 c iven a ~1osit ion ::m tho axis . As has 

alro!:!.cly been note c1_ , nalcs r:ero nunerically c1_0oin2nt on the goldfi e l ds 

and w~les p l ayed a domina.Ylt r ol e in society . It is poss i bl e , 

therGforG, the.t in the absence of a stroncer countcr- b 2.lo.ncing 

fer:1ini ne i r'.cal inage , the stereotypal 11 Chinanan 11 F::·.s used Ets an 

opi)os i t e c...::;ainst v1hich the ideal Anglo - Saxon male r;e.s dofinod . This 

is :)robably to ovor - concoptu a lise c rou1Js of e.ttributos, hone ver, wh i ch 

in reality ·ae:co n ot so neatly cl"fined . Neverthel e ss, for tho Jur~oses 

of this art,UI'.J. ont it is 2. useful uay to r~oscribo the process . It 

s eems possi ble thc.t tho " Chinanan 11 woull: h3.vc boon l ocat ccl too.mrds 

tho fer:iinine an cl of the axis . 'I'he i:;roup of char c.ctGri st ics which 

woul d cmcouraGo such a .i_) OSi ti on i nc, sG~m rather D :~x ocl . The distinctive 

clothing of the Chinose , the i r queues <:.rnl rc.ci<:~l t r o.Hs , such as a 

lit;ht build could a ll bo used to this end . li:n lii;.st:re.lio.n hacl. alrGacly 

c.ssertoc1. the.t they cli cl not cv cm fight l i kG nen 11 but used the open hand 

and scrc.tched 11
• 
25 The fo. ct the.t they oft en norkod in Crulgs , cou p l ed 

with thei r frugality , irnlustriousnos s 811. cl tewpc rance , cou l d bo mP.c~e to 

su.::;gest 3.Il ime{;e of S:i.) ineless, timid, subservience . Other racial 

ch2.::'.'c.ctori stics such a s y oll ow skins and sl2.ntod eyes , coU!_)lecl n i th a 

SU.i_)posed i)ropensity for l one fincernails and the u se of opiun , o.Lldoc1 

· a s inist2r touch to the :Lmo.ge vrhich \ms a~)imrently &i)ly jus tified 

by thei r sexual he.bits . 

'.7i th t hi s i ma{;e nic ht bo contrast eel the 1rnr;l o - Scixon ::ie.l e i deal 

which seems to h o.ve emphasised such cheracte:dstics a s a burl y 

build and fe.ir ski n, an up standin5 and i n·li vidual i stic approach to 

25 . Cited i n Ser l e, 3.28 . 
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life, coupl ed wi th a sense of £':cir-p l ay and Brit i sh just ice . In 

indiviclual tarns, therefore , rrithin tho l oc2.l cor.u-::nmity t hu fe.ct of 

lrnc:;lo - Saxon rf'.ci :'!.l su)eri ori ty r.light be esto.bli shoc1- i n ['. me.nner 

easily comprehGnsible to ~,eo:c:i l e concerne d E1ore with observ2.ble 

realities th1l.n theor.::tice,l e,r;:_,"lment s . The positionin~ of the 

11 Chinanan 11 tona.r1'.s the fe;:1inine end of thG axis , cou;_) l ed with the 

allegations of honosexu2.l activity in the Chinese c2_n1ps nay hn,ve 

" just i f i ed" tho 2. l)riort_ ccssu::11Jt i 0n of the i ntorrclc.tionshi p betwG'-'n 

!1.onoscxuality 2Jld the "Chin[!J:J.rul' s" appe2.r2nce . 

In a recent ['rt i cl1.C on Austr11li:m r'.lci sn Encel has not2c1- the 

11 Si)ecial rel evan ce " of tho 11 sexual e l enont in raco ;_nejudice 11 to 

Austr2.lia where the tr2,r~ i t i on of "rJat2shi p 11 i s bein:_:; critically 

exami ned . One sug~;estion is th.'.',t it 11 r0flocts stronG tendenci es 

towe.r ds h0nos exu11li ty, \'ihich :1re ro)r0ss2cl c.nd ro c1.irected because of 

strJng soci al host i lity torrc..r~1s i t 11
• 

" in vol v2s the exclus i on of nonen from the circle of mQ.te:s , ancl i n t he 

1)astor<'.l ocCUiJRtions nhere the trac1.i tion is stronc0st it 2.lso 

a:,Nl i os to Abori c; ines 11
• 
26 

It seeris 1Jossible that the ar,IUL1ent 1Ji L:;-ht 

a l so be ap.l)li cn.ble to sor:io sect i ons of New Zo0,larn~ ' s soc i ety in the 

l ater nineteenth century . 

The; s exuc.l i r:ibalance of the Eurol_)ean i)O)uld i on suc·ccst s that 

some ;me; l o-Saxon no,l es nay hcwe founr1 themsel vos in a situati on 

wher e the pr olongecl absence of feminin e conymionshi1) could hG.ve 

cncouraced. h -:mosexual tendenci es of a 11 second- best 11 variety. 

Homosexual tendencies rosult inc frou .?., s i tun.t i on of sexual 

deprivat i on e.s oiJposecl_ to homosexual i nclinations caused by sexual 
11nal - printinc:; " ;_:iresunably, in f act , need not be n.ssoci nted with 

outward C:emeanour, but it seems j_Jossi ble that this c1..istinction w0s 

not na:1e by Seddon ' s contempor'.3,ries so t hat hor;i.osexual t en dencies, 

regar d l e ss of their cause, were a ll e.ssur.:ed to b e s i ,-;ns of 

effemi nacy . Thus the "Chinanrui " was eff8minate in appearance ; 

26. S. Encel, ''The Nature of R':'.ce Prejudice in Austral i a ", in 
F .S. St evens ( ed .), Racisn: The Aust ralian Experience 
A Stud,y of R;:J, ce Prejudice in Austral i a , Sydney, 1971, 
Vol. 1, 33 . 
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therefore he :-ro.s homosexual in inclination, ror,e.r c1 loss of the fact 

that if homosexual acts occurroc~ al'.long Chinese in tho cwps the 

motivc.ticm '."li:.:.s ;:irosumo.bly the " second- best 11 mechanisr:t th2.t nay 

generally lv.>.ve 1"'.~J~)liod to Europeo.ns . The i~eal An~lo -Saxon, 

hov:ever, \'12.S m2.sculine in :cptx:arn.nce P..ncl by defini ti cm rras not 

honosexual . This i\nGlo- Se.xon D·""'.sculine i r1.uJ.l ni-_:ht h2.V8 J_)roviclerl. :~ 

definition tc which the in j iviJ.Ui).l coull c:mform thus 1Jroviding 

hiIJself Yri th ct sen so of i C.ent i ty which en)hasj_secl his i.Jersonal 

superiority over c.lien inrlividuc.ls with whon ho c2ne in cont2ct in 

the loc r.l community, but 2.lso by im:i_)licntion , cle1;1onstratu1. the 

c;enc rB,l suJ_)eriori ty of the Jmclo - Sr:.xon "re.cc" 2.nd ( ":.ve some 

reassurance th<'.t the colonists would prevail in s..;i i to of the 

isolation and. smc.llness of thei r society . If confornity to the 

cor.unon i clc.?.l w::-..s sufficiently vridespre.oi_C1., this in itself r:1ic;ht have 

provided some sense of security and bolonginG · 

Besides the P..118.:;:;,ti::ms of honosexual boh:wi onr with which the 

Chinese v.ce cu charcecl, they r: e re also accused cf haviur:; 2. lecherous 

ere.vine for Europ..-;an ·.rnr:ien, but es;x:cially for "c;irls of t ender yur c-s " . 

I'ho char:;e th<,t the " Chin2l:lan;' ·::/ls both h or:ioscxue.l illl.d l.:~chercus is 

not as contre"-1ictory e,s it :r.i.i ~ht initia lly seen . The l atter 

a lL.:;c;::.t ion mo,y be partially GXi)laincd as another by - 1)rccluct o f the 

sex iTib FJ.l.cinca in the EurJ)eo.n ;;io~~ul0.tion ,-:hid: r.?ncour.;, -:·ed 2 . prurient 

c1.el i csht in sexuA.1 fenk~.sies , in Hhich th2 Chinese · . ..-;;re inve stc.H:i.. i;1 i th 

i:)eculiar anc. insi cl.ious ch2,n.'1s (incl uclin5 01) iw:i) nhich so1% EurOJ.)ean 

women '.'lere un<::cble to resist and with which Jmclo - Sccxon f:l'3.les ':re r e 

unable to comJete . °J1hc prir:ie signific'lllce of tho accusation r;iay lie , 

however, i n its synbolic :;:ir()sent.:.t ion of the Chinese '1threat " to 

AnGlo - Saxon racial ;;iurity . 

mixed- marria{;cs which has alrearl.y been nentioned S,)":ibolised the 

"threat 11 in terns of j_)Grsonal rela tionshiJs . Al though the presence 

of this a r [.'1.lD.ent in 1880, sup;_)orts the hy::_:iothesis thrct rc;.cial 

at ti tucles in New Zeal1:nd nere first defined at the level of 

indi v i dual e x)erience, this arcument WQS to bccose uore pronounced 

in the late 1880 ' s, but especially durinc the 1890 1 s in Seddon 1 s 

ste..tements, when the theme of reci£"cl purity was COUi)lec'. with the 



23 

colonists ' co l oni8.l end im1)()rial destiny which v1e..s p ictur ed 1 2.r gel y 

in terms of r e,cial SUJ.JC~riori ty . 

'l:hu )r::sont .':'..t i.on :if th0 Chinese "thre·:.t " i n p0rsonal t e rms, 

HhGre th3 i n .".. i viri.u,,.1 th:ce2:tcno :.1. i s 2. close r.::;lati::in, usu a lly a 

rlaucht er , sister or vr i fo 7 i s che.r e. c t:::; ristic of tho ch2.rGcs of 

iimaor['..1i ty rao.}c 2._:;e.ins t th.s Chinese . In the 1880 flelx>.. t e , tho ec.rlier 

part of Sedc1.on ' s r eply i7hich concerned 172.ll i s ' asser t i on that the 

Chinese "Yrere a l:Jeo~; l e, in the i r own w2,y , o.s civiliso'1. r::~s Euroj_)eans", 

h 2,r clly -::soe s beyond :o.. flc.t , but unsubst cntit:.tec~ contrc.dict i on of whP.t 

h ac1. be .Jn se.i d . Soc1don soon r ev erted to the arc;uments e.gainst the 

Chinese bnse d on t h e l e vel of )or sonal ex)erience . It seems a fair 

assumpt i on that f or the majority o f colonists , whos0 l e v ol of 

ed.uc2.tion w.::i.s not very hic;h , such n. consi de r a tion vms more en.sily 

comprehended t h2Jl any thoorct ica l 2.rcument concerni n;; the rel2.tive 

merits of the AnGlo - Saxon a ncl Chin8se civilisations . In f;.ct such 

a considerati on bec::>:IDG irrel ev::;.nt if ,~ngl o - Saxon su1i0ri ority w:?.s 

c"..emonstrabl e c.t the l cvc;l of i ncli vi dual contr::,ct oven • (:> • + 
lJ.. l u \.Vti.S only 

the stereoty1)2.l "Chinc..nw.n " to whoi!t the col::mist f elt sup2ri or . 

ThG ini ti2.l :i.ssert ion of the suL;oriori ty of inr1i vi c~ual irnt; l o ­

S,,_xons to the " Chinaman " on the 'Jest Coast, may ht:_v.:; been a self-

J_JG cpctuat in['. irW,[;e which C2.Il12 to !JC 2.CC8iJtell 2.S 2, trui s:o. UTI'1.erlyint_; 

subsequen t e,rgument s ::!.!Jainst t h e Chinese , even ·:1her, these nerG 

2x~Jr2ssions of c;r ou:; O) inion r . ...,_ther than inclivic1..u..,.l <:.tt em:j_)ts a t 

defini t i on . f,l thouch on the ':fest Coe.st a l a r c;e number of Seddon ' s 

c onstituents were i:;o l clminers , tho i nc1.ivi c1..uali sn of' the I!1iners sugc;ests 

tha t th eir r e s )on se t o the Chinese woul d ~J robably h 2.vo been in 

i ncli vic.ual, r a ther t he.n c;rou:;J terms , except v1hcn they were 

suffici ent l y aroused to e.ct ::i,s a coherent int e r e st ::;rou;::i f or bri e f 

perio~s . Seddon's a tt i t u de towa rds the Chinese i n 1880 r eveals 

two thinc s . First ly, a go l r~fiel cl s ethos which YJaS bo rn of the 

j_J r ocess of de fini ti.on whereby i m1i viclual Anc lo - Saxon s c..s serted thei r 

superiority over the "Chinaman ". Secondly, So<1c1on vras rep r 2sent ing 

a j_)romi n ent local intor :::st (Srou~J u ._Jon those occasions wh en min ing 

opini on was given j_)reci s i on by a specific i ssu e . Lockwoo d could 

find no evi dence in the loca l pr ess that o)position to the Chinese 
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was such an i ssue in 1879. Fyfe, howev .:; r, presont s an exampl e from 

Ot aco when OJJOsition to the Chinese r esulted in th~ 1871 Jet ition 

from the Ota::;o minors t o Parliament o:Y;1osinc Chinese entry to the 

,:;o l dfi e l ( s. 
27 In genore.l terms Seddon ·;ras tho rOi)r,;sentative of the 

l ocal cormnunity as a v:hol e ancl this considere.tion r:as tho c1 2ternining 

facto r of hi s politicc.l '1ttitudes~ ·~s i t rms for most M.H.R. 1 s until 

the lat e 1880 ' s. 

II. 

By the 12.tG 1880 1 s a broa~~ening of Seddon ' s ~)o li ti cal concern 

beyond tho local ··:est Coccs t cor:1muni ty if:1 •;:)Vi dont in his c:t ti tudes 

The intorv~minc yeJ.rs r1er:; ,:;roy ni th the 

econonic c~e~)ression thr.;.t f1le..c,'1led the colony i nto the c i c1.-1 890 ' s . 

The :cealis2.t ion of tl12 i r cor:u::ion p lic ht, which w::;,s f::--.ci li tat ec~ by 

i rnprovef.lents in communications within the col ony during the last 

rl_ec<>.cl2, se2ms to have encouro.ged the new solirlari ty 3,ITIOn8' the city 

\\'Orkine; classes which founc" one avenu e of ex~)ress i :m in g rou:i 

opposition to the Chinese . 'i'he relevt:.nce of the Chinese "threat " to 

the working classes nas enhnnced by t!le ci ty -w2.r-~s mi e r at ion of' the 

Chinese from the eo l c1- fi el ds which nas tn.k:inc place e,cross the 

27 . Frances Fyfe , "Chinese Ir.lL'lig ration to Now Zeal and in the 
Nineteenth Century", M .11.. Thesis, Unive".:'si ty of New 
Zea land (Wellinbton), 1948, 23 . 
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1880 1 s. 28 That opposition to the Chinese had become important 

beyond the goldfield districts by the late 1880 1 s is revealed in the 

complaint by the member for Rangitikei, rLC. Bruce, that members of 

the House Y.'ere obliged either to state their opposition to the 

Chinese, or be prepared for the issue t c be used against them by 

unscrupulous opponents . 29 

Afte r the passage of the Chinese Immizration Act 1881 the 

Chinese received li ttle mention in the House until 1887. Seddon 

then raised the issue of the number of Chinese in the colon~r and in 

Ylellin~:ton, in particular . He demanded strict er supervision of 

Chinese sailors to ensure that Chinese were not ent9ring the colony 

in excess of the numbers permitted in the 1881 ii.ct and that those who 

vrere entering, had paid the £1 0 poll tax which ·:ras required of them, 30 

The rumour that "a large number of young girls /Yrer!!l_7 in the habit of 

frequent i ng, for inmoral purposes, the Chinese quarters in l'lellington 

and other large cities in the colony", was also causing him particular 
. 31 concern as was the 11 sG.-nitary contlition of the Chinese quarters ". 

Lat er in the same session he made further demands concerning the 

number of Chinese vrho had recently arrived in the colony and 

28 . Movement of Chinese to New Zealand Boroughs 1878, 1881, 1891, 
1896: 

Chinese 
~.Tal e Female 

1878 Boroughs 550 8 
Counties (excluding boroughs) 3824 

1881 Boroughs 799 9 
Count ies (excluding boroughs) 4140 

1886 Boroughs 1519 18 
Counties (excluding boroughs) 2854 

1891 Boroughs 1187 21 
Counties 2494 5 

1896 Boroughs 1167 24 
Counties (excluding boroughs) 2481 10 

From Census of i'Tew Zealand 1878, 1881, 1886, 1891, 1896 . 

29. PD 60, 1888, 33 ( Bruce) • 

30. :Not more than one Chinese to every 10 tons uas allowed. 

3 1 . PD 59, 1887, 789 (Seddon) . 
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requested st ;;d istics r ecarc1.ing the operation of the 1881 Act . 
32 

He 

e.lso wished to know the nunbcr o f half-caste children of Chinese anc1.. 

European i)a.rent c:.[Se recor~~erl. in the l as t census . 33 

In 1888, uiscussion in the Rous...-; sninoc1.. ac1.ded i1:ipetus fron 

Australian events, po,::--ticularly the arrival of the Afghan in iqril 

and the r efuse.l of the lrnstre.lian colonies to o.llorr any of the 225 

Chines e on bo.::i.,rd to disembnrk . 34 Its New Zealanc1. jlassengers 

transhipped to the Te Anau but receiver. a hostile r ece)t ion at Bluff 

anu :June din, 35 The c1..ebate of this session shower1. that a nuriber of 

nembers hacl an acute 2.r1areness o f what wc.s bcinG said about the 

Chinese in the press both in Australia anc California . Perhe.ps the 

choicest morsel rr2.s pro~.uced by .iUfred Cadman, subsequently a 

Liberal C11,binet Mini st er . He wishec1.. to l ay u,_i ,m the table a 

ve.riously coloured na:i_) of San Fr2..ncisco -.1 s Chinatorm - " the various 

coLrnrs on the rn2.11 indicat[Ln5} six uifferent phc-:.ses of MonGo lian 

life " : nanely areas of general Chinese occupancy; Chinese e;ambling­

c.1..ens ; aree.s of Chinese _i)rostitlltion; opiun resorts; joss - houses, 

anc1. sixthl~r, arec.s of whit e j_) rostitution . 36 

Sec~don showed himself to be anare of i\ustralio.n events by 

quot ing from a Victorian news~JaJer to su~1i)Ort his contenti :m that the 

Chinese were not "unoffenc1..ing strRJJ.gers ". 

micht be unoffending in small mmbers but they ·;1ere not unoffenc1ing 

in regarc~ t 1...1 a j_)articulc.r crime - I e>~llud.0 to youthful c~ epravi ty and 

Prostitution 11
• Published in the Victorian nowSJ.)8..i_)er rias the r e1Jort 

of an ins1)ector nhich revealed that in 11 ono den thero rrere from ten 

to fifteen nere children, .:_:irls aced from tc:n to fourteen ". A 

Colone l BGrker who man.-:.ged a 1'certain Home " in Victoria report ed 

32 . P::J 59 , 1887, 361. 

33 , p:;, 62, 1888, 192 (Seddon) . 

3'1 '-t . p~ 60, 1888, 147 (Hutchison) . 

35, Fyfe, 37, 38 . 

36 . PT' 60, 1888, 34 ( Cadmnn). 
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that 1015 chilctren in this age groui) had como t o the Home in eighteen 

!Ilonths and that three quarters of the ruin that hacl been caused was 

attributed to the Chinese . 37 

He he,d o;ienod his s:;::iee ch by r"1. enyin_;· tho accuracy of any 

str .. tistics which e .. ttompted to show thr.t the number of Chinese in the 

colony we.s decroi:s ing for he claimed. they had incr.ee.secl by 11 very 

lar3e nunbers 11 on the riest Coast of the South I sl -:nc. cl urine; the last 

three or four years and that this wc.s also true of every town in New 

Zealand. To ~)rove this 12.tt.~r contention he said 11 Go through 
1:lellin5ton, and you cannot go a hun drecl yards ':Ii thout seeini:~ Shoo 

Foo , Lee Chow, Ah Fung, or SO!.ie long Chinese ne.ne or other. Go 

through the streets of '\7ellington and you will encounter then in all 

directions . \lhy, they even )atronisecl the fcot-ball mntch 11
•

38 

Lat er in his adc1.ross Soc'.c1on referred to tho visit of the Chinese 

Governnent Commi ssioners to the colonies. They h:ic~ come, he claiDec1, 

to a.scerte .. in tho suitability of the colonios for Chinese imrnicration , 39 

Their 11 ro)ort clearly and dist inctly points out th.:it the colonies are 

most c.esir2.ble ) l aces for the Chinese, anc, j_) Oints out that the 

conJ.i ti on of the Chinese in the colonies would. be very much su~)crior 

to that in their own country 11
• 

It seems probable th~t Seddon's concern over the Chinese issue 

in 1888, now that it ha(~ be cone im~)ort11.nt boyonc1 the golclfielC.s, 

reflects once a~.ain that blend of _:,oli ti cal 1)r2.t,;-r.iatisn an.cl ~)ersonal 

pr:;jud.ice which was evident in his attitudes at the beginning of the 

decacle . His arguoonts nro basically the sane, but some of the 

exar.iJles of Chinese infany have changed to suit the new circUDstances . 

37 . p::; 60, 1888, 35 (Sedc1..on) . 

38. ibid., 35 . 

39 , Althoueh Fyfe can find no evidence that the Chinese 
Cornnissioners visi tecl New Ze8.land , their visit to the oth.:3r 
colonies in 1887 signifies, she suegests, an awakening of 
the Chinese authorities to the position of their nation in 
worl cl aff2 .. irs and un acknowlec\sement that Chinese in foreign 
states were still subjects of the EmJire and, therefore, 
their welfare was its concern . Fyfe , 75 . 
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The thene of Chinese ioi:,0rality invcl ving "~irls of tender yc·'..rs " is 

:r.1ore ex:.0lici t than ~Jreviously . Criticisms of Chinase stwc:.a.rr:s of 

hy5i eno seem to ho.vc r-.:Jsultec.~ me.inly from their entry into the 

busineas of fruit anc Vt::tJd"blc ._)rJduction and rckilinJ . Such 

but the s~)ecific :l.'ln_;ers th"t the Chin--s0 11ore so<:ll t0 re;_)rcsent to 

a sect i onf'. l int ,;rest ,:;rou~) such 2.s tho city -:Torkin _· clr'.ss0s Y1oro ~:i:i ven 

s._Kcial nention . Sec:.don notec:. , for instc.nce , th'.+ 11un<2.r·.;,:.s of nen 

gren.t many instm1ccs tho l "bour which c. numbQr of t h-.)SC non would 

perforri is bl~ing perf orr.wc:. by Chinese ". 40 

.As in 1880 , the 2.r 2,"UDCmts e.ro .".' ·c.in 1n ·cscntt.":1.! c.t the l e vel of 

;_)ersono.l 0x~)c riencc . l'hc ''Chin£!!Jun 11 Cli(Jht sell your r1ifc unhygienic 

fruit or SQ :.uce o..1 our yol.ll1[; c:.<'.u:;htcr , 'lnd behinrl.. the fear of cheC.i_) 

l r~bour oori~x:ti tiun lurk0d the S~)cctrc: of th.:; ::rntc:i.st fro.ii lies of the 

unGI:t;? l cya·'. , :1 e~-;rc..clod by :)ov2rty ".nr: hollor1 - ey0c.:. v:ith st?.rv::.tion . 

' :Tc.'d there o.. " c2.L)it2.list '' so irn:l2nsi"tive to human r.1isery thc..t he would 

er:!:1loy tho "Chin:u;i:::.n" i n i_)L_~cc of his o•.m countrynen? Se:c:.don nrt ~e 

f.c..;quent play 011 tn~ f:>.ct Lh;:i.t there '::ere such r.icn "'..nr~ in ono sinple 

stroke , the soci['.l c:.uc~1·c.clation ~'.ssocic .. te.1. nith thL: 01•~ .. ,c,rlc1. anr1. the 

" cu_>itc:?.l ist " , wc.s li~1ked ,·fiLh Le uncivilisc'. b·~rb.r.rity of th'3 

" inferior r'1ces ". 

SeC.don ste.nds con(1.cmnc<1. by his own inconsi stency roc;.:.r:.:ine; his 

a t t itudes to-.·1arc~s tho f.",ss i milo.t i on of th.; Chinese nlre:ic'l.y in New 

Zealand into the loc~l society . As h -..s b:::cn noted , in 1880 he 

conc1.er:med the Chinese et Staffer~~ for thei r exclusiveness and f"..i lure 

t o " intermix", bu;Y- he deplored the ~Jossibili ty th<::.t t!1cy shoul c1.. r.m.rry 

Euro)ean wooen and in 1888 he r.as critical b.::ic:'..use some Chinese had 

attended e. footb<=:.11 mr.tch . He ~tlso user:'I. the fr.ct that Chinese were 

Lloving into the t owns and new sorts of em1)loyr.ient r....:;n.inst then . 

Such chr onic inconsistency surely nakes a mock 'ry of his much 

flaunt ed. concern for British justice and the Engli shman'.s s ense of 

fair- play . 

40 . PJ 60, 1888 , 35 (se~lr!.on) . 
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::Jurinc; the 1880' s the small farmor interest .;rouj_)s began to 

be:cone rococ;nis2.bl e olomonts of New Zcalc.no society as a result of 

the intro c1.uction of r efrigc r ;-i.ted trF.!.rlsport!"',t i on u2.rlier in the cl2cr,de 

which naL1e the 12,rr;e British me.rket rwaile..ble for c~. 2-iry and me2,t 

:;_)rocluc t s . J\lthou15h it i s '.1ifficult b rliscern P,ny coherent c;roup 

sentiment towr>.rc1.s ::cl i cns as i s T\)Ve2lcc1 among tho city working clFl.ssos, 

if a report fror:1 tho J .~r'.stert on corr2s~)On~lont of the New Zealand 

Farme r in 1887 is any indication, ilrejudicc tow .3-rt~ s the Chineso was 

widespread throughout Ir ew Zealo.ncl society . This rc)ort also r eveals 

a hosti l ity to Chinese attcmi1ts at farming using Euro~Jcan methods 

which matches Ser1.,1-on ' s criticisms of othe r Chinese for ;_Jarticipating 

more widely in European society . The corres )on.:.ent noted that the 

Chinese r1ere rapidly nonopolising sor:1e kinds of en11loyment . The 

towns of the ~ ,"airc.ra~la h[l,cl_ long been sup;_Jlied rri th vcgetrtbles crown 

by the "yellow- skins", and no17 the Chinese had becun g r owing fruit . 

He found it surprisinc t hat 

some JCOJle seec just as wi lline to buy a) ~les 

i)Ol ishecl v;i th a ;:iiece of John Chinamen ' s dirty 
underclothinG as to :)e.tronise their orm countrymen, 
11ho endeavour to keep themselves decent 2.nd 
respe cte,bl e . 

The corres1)on(1ent so.i d he 1'7ould await with interest to see if the 

Chines e nGre ?.s successful at ;fruit - g rowi ng 2.s th0y rrere at k i tchen 

e;nrc1ening . He thcu.~~ht it likely, howevor, th;1t they woul c~ h11ve 

nore difficulty in kee11ing the various posts in check than they 

ant iciJ_)ated . But ho GJCJ)(~ctod that thoy ·.rnul d "not be slow to adopt 

Europe:m reraedi es , esJ_Jecinlly if they h ',Ve none of their own ". 4
1 

41 . New Zeal and Farmer , October 1887 , 309 . 
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III . 

In 1890 the Liberal Party came to "~ower in New Zea.land and. 

R.J. Sedclon bec21"!e a Ce.binet MinistGr for the first time . The 

Libera.ls cl aimed to be a party of the sm2.ll :Joople 2nd. it s 2ems the,t 

they roJe to L)ov1er on thG su )~Jo rt of tho colony- wide sectional 

int erests which were emerging in lfow Zc;2.lanc1. society; in particular 

l abour and the small farmers . 

Seddon ' s int erest in the Chinese issue in 1888, when i t had 

becor.le ir:rportant beyoncl the G01 2.fields, succests a chani;o of CI'.l._)hasis 

which recocnised the new socio - econonic groupings . Proviously he 

hal~ been a stout upholder of tho ]2.rochial int er-.; st of his 

constituency and we may 1:.1.ssume th::i.t this e..ssoc i at ion '.7HS continued , 

but now new levels of rel evance were inter~Josec~ betr.roon the loc al 

cor:ununi ty and the central covernment . Growinc outrn1rds o.round the 

inui vidual in tho l ocal coru:mni ty , an increasinc;ly com) lex net of 

institutions 9.ntl int2rest {\roups mi ght claim his loyal t i es . 

This thesis has bean concerned with L'1C.icatin13 two brae.cl levels 

at whi ch l oyP.lt i es sGen to have d.Jvolo;_)ed in 1forr Zc:aland . The first 

we.s thd of the loce.l cor.muni ty anc~ r egi on, ,<J.t the centre of which 

lay tho level of inclivic1.ual r elevnnce . It hr.s "been a r t.,"l.lec:: that the 

Chinese cm the '.!est CoQst v1Gro inl,)ortant , first of ::>.1 1 in th0 b :-~s i c 

p roc0ss by which imlivi c~ual s dGfinecl their orm il1entity and their 

identity 1:1.s ,\nglo - Saxons . Subsequently, O))Osition to the Chine s e 

a t tainec'. a wider ir:r1.)0rtance as a ron.ction fror:l omer6ent supra- regional, 

sectional interGst ::;rou)s to an a_i~Je.rent threat to their specific 

interests , and in tho 1890 ' s th0 issue attained a colony- wide 

significo..nce . 

Sec'.don ' s stance i n op)os i ti on to the Chinese, and by the 1890 ' s 

other Asiatics as well, we.s a combination of a stur_i ous rei:sarc~ f o r 

the a r oused prejutlices of the w9rki ng classes an~ an attempt to use 

the i ssue ::~cainst hi s pol itical O))Onents . Tho theme of racial 

purity had be come predomi nant in the argur:ient s for e xcludi ng 

Chinese and as will be shown , thi s '.ms a recognition not onl y o f 



the threats the Chinese he.d been seen to _)JSe in the past, but a l so 

of the er:1ergence of 2. now su,_:ire.- sectional, colony- wide avvarenss . It 

wil l be arGUed th?.t this nen colony--wide l evel of si~;nific2.nce , 

especially in the lattor half of the 1890 ' s was a reflection of the 

roalise.tion by l'Te;: ,- Zoe.Lmclors of their ovm su)0riority anC. tha t of 

their society, not just to Chinese , but to other Lnclo - S'3.xons as well . 

Two l evels of definition ~'eem cliscornible; the first clc:fined the 

colonists as .An3lo - S<>.xons who throuch innate su;_J2riori ty were 

SUi)erior to the "inferior races " such as th2 Chin..:.se and other 

,\siatics; the second clofinition defined Nmv Zealr:mc<..ers as lmr;lo ­

Saxons, superior both to the British an,1 to the ;)o_;mlations of the 

older coloni es bocrrnso HeP Zo.?.l an c:. he.d the O.._)i_)Ortuni ty of l earning 

froh! the social eXi_)(ffiences of these other societies an.cl it was 

thought, hP.d thus c.voiclecl the u istakes they h::;.c:. rao.de , This 

nr{!,"'U.Il1ent is best (":.0scribcd :'.S "env:i.ronnontal " for 2.S Norr Zcalanu nas 

inte:;rally cle)cn<~ent on Bri tci,in anc1 the E!:1)ire nil it 3.rily, 

econo;niccl ly and ~oli tically the only fields in ·:rhich New Zcalanclers 

could really claim special ~istinction uor e in those of soci~l 

letji sl8.tion 1 2.nc1- r>.ftcr 1896, in the colony ' s 1)rOSi)Crity . This 

l atter !:tr[iu.ncnt will bo c1-of'..lt vrith lat er i the rest of this chP.pter 

will consider the "r2.ce" purity r>.r::;unent 2.s it rcl~ted to colony- wirk 

awareness . 

The Liberals showoc1 a Jesiro to insulate N0rr Z3o.lanc~ society 

from all manner of foreign conte.mine.tion ·.vhich scened likely to 

de.:;re.de it . An o..ttem.i.)t 1.10.s 1:iac:.e in rl .P. Reeves ' Unuosirable 

I mmi grants Bill to exclude the degr:i,ded elements of the Ol d ·1-rorld a s 

well as the " inforior rc:i.ces " of 1',sia with their centuries- old 

bo..rbarity . Seddon was more ~ol itically astute in his defi n i t i on 

of "undesi rables " and after Reeves ' departure i n 189 5 , he intro<'lucec1 

the i1s i at i c Rest rict i on Bill whi ch, a.s its title su::.;costs , concernecl 

itsel f with the narrower fie l d of .«sian imnigrat i on . In this vray 

Seddon avo i ded the gr oss incons i stency whi ch Reeves ' attempts t o 

ex clude .Angl o - Sa xon "paupers " impl i ed. Their absence from the 

co l ony was the chi ef di fference which dist i nguished Joor Angl o­

Sa xon s who wi s hed to eoigr ate to New Zeal wd from many a lrencly 
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wi t hin the co l ony . In s;_) i te of this hovrover , Seddon was pr ei)ar ed 

to c>,1:gue in favour of rGfus i ng entry to the "off- scouri ng s " of 

L~mc1-0n , which v!2,s the :.;cJ.18 2rgunent that Heeves ;_mt forwarcl , but 

stripped of the ... )roci sion c iven it in the Undesirable Immigrants 

Exclusion Bill 189~ . In 1896 Se:1clon contended thc.t the 11Pil3rims " 

who settled Cc.nt e rbury would o..lso have refuscc. llussiM Jews, 

"Chinamen " c:md J,ssyriens JJernission to settle: 

•. . circUI!lStHnces in thEct ros)ect hc,:1.. not al torecl in 
the leo.st since their c1..2.y . It r.iust be remonb c recl that 
llussian Je·1:s iTere a very inferior race, not a t 2.11 like 
the J evrs in EnGlanc. anrl the coloni es ; c.ncl stCi)S must 

·"1..'%•• • ...taken to keep out e.11 such )eo)le . ( A;_);_)lause . ) ~ 2 

I t may be, that as this rras a);:in.rently an i solated statement , little 

weight can be att2,ched to it , but thc distinction Se cldon chose to 

make betl-;een tho Russian ancl Engl ish J errs is r emi niscent of his 

e,ttempt to associcctc the Irish vii th Anr;lo - S['.xon r'_1c i a l destiny i n 

1880 . On th2.t ocCLcsion ho w::i.s re;_:ilyir1,-; to s:Jme rc:r.iarks by Colonel 

Trimble, r:1embor for Grey and Bell, who ho.cl conncntcC. th;:.t the cry of 

" inferi or r?.ce" he.cl been rC,isecl e.~;P-inst the Irish . '~here ~ere other 

I r i shmen in tho House besides h i mself ; hatl they not heard i t 

stated thct the Irish did not ~eserve to be pl~csd on a leve l with 

the [Sr:md Ln:;lo - S<J.xon raco?" 

the "Enb'lish ~)00,.110 consi<i_e r ed the Irish an inferior r2.co to 

themsc;l-,res. His O)inion 1ras thc.t there ncve.c i·:e,:::; in the breast of 

a true Eng lishmG.n 2.Dy such feeling " . 43 

Sec~don na,y he.vo been r:10ti vo.ted to this clenia l by 2. !'..;enuine 

fee l ing of equality with tho Irish , but there ·.rnre ::.lso sound 

pol itical reasons why he should have wished t o associate the Iri sh 

with Angl o - Saxon r<i.c i e,l su;_)eriori ty . Irish- born i ndivi duals m~de 

U i_) a consi derabl e e l ement of the 1."!est Coast po:pul rct i on . I n 

I nan:5a.tiaua County for i nst ::,nce they represent ed 21i7; of the total 

po;1ul at i on while i n Grey County they were 21% ~nd in ':7est l and County 

4 2. 'Jest Coast Hail , G Mey 1896 , SP 3/ 10 , 99 . 

43, P~ 36 , 1880 , 96- 7 (Seddon) . 
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rd_ -~ 11 
nearl y 2v;o, according to the 1878 Census . r-r Neverthel ess it seems 

p r obable the.t the Bri t ish nat i on state vre.s more in_Jort2nt to Seddon 

than the cultureol C.ifferenc 0s betneen the Irish and the Engli sh . 

Th.;:, arq:wnent shows [). ch,,,r e,ct a rist i c prac;mat ic disrecard f or 

theoretical c onsis tGncy , certain "re.ces 11 mi ght be e,bsorbed into t h e 

;,n glo - Sa xon fol d or , as seems to ha ve been the ccse ni th Maoris and 

other Polyne sians, aw3.rclec1 11 honorary 11 lmgl o - Sa xon st:->,tus pen di ng 

their cultural 11U) lift 11
• 

Seddon 1 s atti tuclos to'.7ards the Maor i s seem s0De 1;rhat equi vocal . 

The Maoris nere a s izabl e r:i.inority of the Nerr Zoal '.cnd i_)O)Ulation in 

the 1890 1 s 4 5 a n d their right t o live i n New Zedc.nc~ coul d hc.rdly be 

denied, but Se~clon made it clear during his 1895 t our o f the North 

I sland tri bos , the.t th..:?y we re n ot to be allowed to h i nc1.e r the 

11 ~ffogress 11 o f EurOJ.)Gan soci e ty . · i6 
In return for sell in,~; the ir lands 

to the Government so thd they coul d be utilis ecl by Euro;,Jc211s , he 

proQised tho Maoris two thincs; firstly, tho poss i bility of 

p2.rtici.LJ2..t ing in Europe 2.l1 soci ety 2..r1Cl sharinc Euro:c;ee-'.n <-'-3.J ir :.:.t i ons -

in other word s, t h e possibility of their assi rnilat i on47 ( on t 0rms of 

equality?) into EurOi)ean society 9 :mri secondly, tho ne1."n s wh e r eby this 

coulc1. be acc ora1)li shed . The Government vms prej_)c.rccl to provide ro;:vls 
118 

o.nd, if the Maoris provic.ecl the lnnd , build schools . 1 S·::<~c"..on was 

not Offeri ng to 11pamp8 r 11 the ?fta oris but 'N<..'..S 11~1.JOO..lin,:s to tho.t /jrBnd 

Lnc;l o - Srtxon virtue of inclivi du2,l ini t i a t i ve and self -- hel.i.) whi ch he 

elso enshrined in the Ol d I'"ge Pensions 1\ct 1898 . If Seddon 1 s Maori 

audiences h2.d. no t by then r ealised wh?..t v1as r equired of them , he 

fr equ ently pointed out t he,t only the syr..qathetic Li bercol Government 

stood between then anct tho 600, 000 strong , l and- hun.:Ty Euro 1Jenns . 49 

44 . Census of iie\7 Zealand 18 78 . 

·15. In t he 1896 Census of New Zealand the Maori popul a tion was 
33,834 . 

46 . 

-17 . 

48 . 

49 . 

li.JHR, 1895, 

See i bid . ' 

See ibid . ' 

See i b i d . ' 

G-1. 

8 , 18 ~ 38, 39, 40 . 

39 , 47, 70 •. ' 

4, 12' 18, 26 , .tJ-5 . 



34 

Seddon noted on several occasions the equality of natural 

abilities between Europe<m anc. Viaori . He he.C. no h esitation i n saying 

that "mentally , :;_;hysically, and with cultive.ti :m " Me.ori youths wGre 

capable of holc~ing the "hit:;hest ~)osi tions in the le.nd". 5o Using 

his fellow C:_::.,binct Ministr.;,r, Jr;.mes Carroll, as e.n ox8.01ple, he notec.1 

that "in his fe.ce, in his thoughts, <~nd in his form there are the 

tv:o r2.C GS unitGd " . Ifoither rr2,s i t f ound that the " tr!O bloods 

quarrel l ed". 

~'Then you look e.t his 1)erson you s ee s. wholesome blend ; 
the two r .'",cos are the re working in harmony to ,;_;;ether . 
It shows thr:..t the European and the Native r a ce can mi x 
wi th satisf::>.ctory results , and the ~)roduct of such 
uni on i s apparently f r ee f rom sickness of body or 
sicknes s of mind . 51 

Secldon d i d not alw2.ys adopt such a favourable attitude towart~s 

the Maoris however . In 1896 he cha r zed that swatters i n the North 

Islancl, "ruthe:r than employ union shearers he.c1 thc:ir work clone by 
r-2 

Natives " . J In thi s p2.SS2.t;e Sedc1.. on seeras t-J succ0st that the Ifaoris 

were a source of cheap·- labour competition in the se.1:1e '.'lay that he 

described the ~almatians . 

In 1902 Se,:don no.clG his notorious "Papavrai Sj)cech". The 

'.fairarapa St a r reported the speech and in a subsequc:mt ec~i to rial 

r~efended Se '.1clon ' s sto.tement P.pl.inst cri ticisn frou tho l1ustralian, 

.iiccording t o the _:3te.r ' s re1)crt , Seddon said: 

... If General Kitchener had five - thousand r:ell - tri;,,ined 
Maori s in South .Afri ca , and ce.ve them their own way , 
tellin6 thorn to ~ut dovm the Boers, ho thouGht the Boe rs 
woul d. soon c;o dovm . (!qplause.) Uith tho M2.oris , we.r wo.s 
war , and they ':rcre nGver afraid to hurt their enemies , 
who n ever troubled them aGai n . 53 

U;;ion occasi on i t seemed the ~:Taoris rrere as "civil ised" or as 

"un civilised" as Seddon wi shed them to be . Thi s l atter quotat i on 

50 . MHR 1 1895, G--1 , 38 . 

5 1 . i bi d .' 26 . 

52. Kumara Times , 4 Apri l 1896, SP 3/ 10, 62 . 

53 , Uaira r apa Star , 5 AJril, 1902 . 
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prompts the thought that the ~faoris wGre ns uncivilised 2.S the 

Euro~)eans . Generally, however, as evon this l e.st quotation 

succosts, Seddon 1 s attitu~o tou~rds the Maori s in the 1890 ' s was 

p::ttronisinr:s- , rather thCl.Yl hostile . 

The Jal mati ans who c2Jne t;, Nevi Zer>,,lo.nJ durinc the 1890 ' s 

inimar i ly as ,rsumclicsors, \!Ol'O not so strongly conder:mo c~ by Sedclon o.s 

the unfortun'.1te Chinese . In 189) , for instcJ1ce , it rr::-cs Seddon ' s 

opinion th3.t not much could be sc-cicl asainst the: 11 ::=nlmatian r<'.1.ce - 8.S 

r egards physique, character , and inC.ustry " , but their influx creatc(1 

an "industrial di sturbance " and injured 11 our sett l ers and settlements " . 54 

In other words the Jo.lmatio.ns wer _ seen primarily as en e con omic 

threat on this occasion . 

It does not seem j_) ossi ble to rank Se(~don 1 s e,ttitudes to 

cliffere;rt ethnic :'jr ou)s on the basis of any one conoral explanat i on 

such .'"'.S tl-12.t of ::.ss i nile.bility r:hich Sni thyman sue.zests, 55 fo r 

while tho ~alnatians might rocoi ve a f..-:.vourablo rankinc_; on this 

basis, it would proll:;.bly bo l e ss true of tho I'!aoL"is and ?ol~mesians . 

Hero the ex~) lanat ion seons to lie f i rstly in tho f-cct that t he 

Maoris were a lro['.(y in Novr Ze2.l ancl and by 1890, Eu:::'opcrui political 

e>.ncl mi litary domino..noo hc~cl been est2.bli shecl ovor theLl . Secondly, 

pe..rticul c.rly l ater in hi s ~1rer.1iershi~) , Seclclon clc..inecl that the 

ex)ertisG gained by Ncn Z00..landers in cov0i"Ylinc the iTo..oris made t hem 

the natura l choice to control a Pacific i sle..nd eBpirc . He 

clemonstr2,tc;d his oi:m i;r~.sp of ho;-: to honcUe l'.faor i s nhen he tolc1 the 

cit i zens of Suv'-"- e..t 3. bfill.quet in 1900 that: 

,\ftor tncmty- five y:Jars 1 study of the I:ID..or i r2.cG, 
and havinc; teJrnn c.. (',eep inter:Jst in Polynesian 
questions , I have come to the conchtsion th,'.'.t i t 
i s best to keep then clear of revenue D.nc1 cx:LJendi turei 
finance should be; controlled by the Government 
indepen dent of the no.ti ve s . . . • Gonorat i on after 
gener2.t i on hc,ve been t.?.ught to look to the chiefs, 
ancl the chiefs l ook to their superior, the J,ri ki . 
To gi ve poners to men who do not unde:rstand them 

54 . P~ 110, 1899, ~66 (Secldon) . 

5 5 • Smit hyman , 11 • 



must l<:.nel you in confusion , I am S)caki nG now •,ft er 
o.ncl oxpcrionco o.f trrenty - f i vc yoP.rs of the subject , 
and I s2,y , le[We them 1:rell alone . I s2,y t he 
govcrnnont oucht to be in the hends of the 
Eur0)82.11S. 56 
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It harc1ly soems poss i ble to '-~o beyond the trro o::qlanat i ons just 

ofi'orer~ in acc01.mtinc.; for his attitur1-os to0:::i.r1s tho I.:.::.or is for , c:"s 

usual, Seddon Yr:: ~ s thorouc;hly 1_ne..c,'Tiatic 1 which often T:KC'J1t h i c;hly 

i nconsistent . 

His j_)r3.(:,Tl2.tism r:o.s cloo..rly rev.30..lccl in 1896 by a, reference he 

n2.dc to the we . .rmer in wfiich V<.z Euro.·,oans he>.,r.1. j)enot:rc.toc1 Herr Zoal<'nd, 

intcndc~ to c1emonstrcto that tho evils which h~d rosulte~ to China 

fol l owinG British ponotrc.tion, pl acod tho colonies 1mder no oblicc:i,tion 

to 8.llow Chincs 12 inr:tigrMts unrestricted ontry . He noted the~ t "rre 

force d oursel ves un tho N<.'.tives " of Now Zer..lcnd and " ... uith us 

c2.1-:ie tho run bottle, o.ml ·:1ith us c:me the: Scrij_)tur(;s, om1 soon t h e 

1Jc.t ivos found thor.rnol ves in a worse )Osi tion then they \'re re rrhcn 

civilisc>.tion, when tho Bil1lo, 2nd \·1hon the :eun bottle C2J.18 OJ:10ngst 

them" . 57 Ho SGODS to :ii:cs:ue th['..t uh0..t h(l,pponocl i n thu )t"'.St U::'.S 

unfortun<cte, but th\3 i)roocnt ::;cnerc:.tion wcr-::: not obl i c;ecl t su • .'~, ly 

rec~rcss . This could bo ::,:)i;lLc:rl equally t.:i ti~o results of Europo2.n 

D.ct ions in both l'Tc:F Ze.::.lP.nC. a..Ylcl China . 

It s2cms So(c1on cxploitcc1. o:J)osit ion to tho Chirwso r1uring the 

IS9G e l ection cMpo,i c.n ui th t1·.ro Dain )Ur)oscs in ;;-iincl. 'l'he f i rst WC',S 

to di scredi t his rival for the loa:orshiJ of the Liberals , Sir ilobert 

Stout, encl tho seconcl , to sReo.r the Oi.))Osition party e.ncl its l eader 

Caj_)t 2.in Hus sell . 

ThG b8.si s of Seddon ' s e,ttack on Stout was the e.ccuso.tion the.t 

he w."..s e.ttorney to a mininc company i:i hi ch gave "Chinooan :!)reference 

ovor Euroj_1eans as to 1-;orking i n the clai r:i ". In conjunction with 

56 . ffi . Tror;eo.i}, Rt . I-ion . R. J . Secldon ' s Visit to the South 
Sen Isl anJ.s , \!ell ington ,.1 900 , 42 1- 22 . ·-

57 . PJ 93, 189G, 471 ( Seddon) . 
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this occurrence Seddon found it "pL~ssing stro.nce " thd Sir :1obert 

Stout had spoken ::.t an C'..Ylti -Chinese mcetinc in '.7ellinc;ton, ;:;,ncl Seddon 

b 1 . 1 ""h t h "n. b . th . t. C' . 1 58 
e ieveu. ~ a _ e '.72.s an 01 .0: ice 02.rcr in _ o .1n i - 1nnose er'.t::,-ue . 

Tho ?.ccus2.tion see1Js <:.. r ci.t hor cru.do atte!:1pt to di::ic:coc~it Stout with the 

city ·11orkine; cl2.ssos by m.lc,s.:. stinc, not only thc.t LJ w.J.s r'"'.cio.lly 

c~isloycl , but 2.lso? by c.ssocie.t ins bin r.r ith cc.pi t"..list ox~)loitat ion 

aml cheap labour, force Stout into a )OSition of o~j)Osition to the 

Liberals . I n s:;;iit o of tho fr.ct th2.t the :Siber2.ls were inob:.bly not 

such a c0heront r;roUi) o.s tho party l o.bol in~) li o s , duri ng the 189 6 

co.mpaign se,ld.on SOOTIS to hc.ve 2.ttonptod to :i.nesent the Liberri.. l Party' 

and presuriably hinscl f a..s its loader , r'.S the clef enders of th.:; 1fow 

Zealand rmy of life e.co.inst the represent.'.:!.tives of capitclist 

exp l oitntion uhich Das how ho ch2.rnctcrised the OJJOsition party . 

It we.s ;irobo..bly better ~)oli ti cal v1isdon to select rui issue such 

o.s :;:oacic.l purity for 211 e lection cani}ai@l than the :l.nti -l iquor 

it ~ainod active SUJport . 

voters sh?.red. Soddon ' ,.:; hostility to tho Chinese c.n~l othe r J,siat ics, 

f.:;ww:f:;re like l y t o be porsone.lly antazonisod by the issue . Tho 

political neutrality then, of the rQco purity issue for the g roat 

l'.12.jority of the electon.cte, me.:/ have been one of its c;r o:tost assets 

and the en.iloyers it ni:...(ht onto..conise, by '.:ofini ti on, ':12ro an 

un;io;;mlar minority . Even if Stout could ,)rove he \-ras not e.. 

ca~) i talist e:x:i1 loi ter of cheap labour , presuno.bly tho e.ttorney , Sir 

l1obert Stout, '.ms noe,ror that ir:1age than the go ld.r.1inc r, =)ick Seddon . 

In A) ril 1896 Seddon ['.ttG.ckod lhlssell sayinc "It rras nm'f 

ac1.mitted by hin the.t c2,pital i'TRS in the colony , but not inves t ed . 

This ~)roved the Premi er ' s contention thc..t a <l(;lihorate attem1)t h ~'.d 

been me.de by ce.) i talists to st8.rve workers into subject i on ". He 

claimed that in the North Island th2 squ2.tters eD~)loycd "Natives " 

r <.'.!.ther than union shearers . 59 In May at Otaki he c ornnented "it 

58 . Kmmra Tines, 4 A~ril 1896, SP 3/10, 62 . 

59 . ibid . 
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was curious throughout to observe the weelmess c1espl ayed f~ii/ by the 

Conservat i vc party for <'-l iens " . He noted thE>,t when the Liberals 

atterqtecl to check the nUBber of Lust r ians coning t o the t,iumfielcls 

they were op:)osed by the " Conserv2.t ives 11
• 
60 

The f ollowinc month he 

attacked 1?.ussoll sayins he "had ex1;ressed hinself in f2,vcmr of 

Ch inese l abour" . Secl<lon su~;posec~ thai; the "sel ect i'orr 11 took this 

i;osi tion be cause they vncntell " Chin01.wn 11 as sGrvants for they would 

HG then quotocl 8. speech of 

"J.ussel l ' s to tho effect that in a si tue.tion of co ;~1poti ti on 1Jetwoen 

Euro;_Jcans and Chinese it vroulc~ simpl y be a ce.se of the "survival of 

the fi ttost " and ::!.S the Chiriose nero able to l ive on ricG whi le the 

Europeans needed beef "the Chi~ese were able to do nenia.l services 
61 

on the c_h~~p ; the r efore they -:,ere a su1;cri or r ace ". 

The conscious irony of this l att er stc.temcnt succ;ests the vrhole 

probl er.i of the r c:,cial superiority areument. If J.n0 lo - S.-;,xons nere 

su]erior they wore surely fittest to survive, yet in 2. situation of 

unrei;ulc.ted 12.bour cor11;eti ti on they r:cre a~i)arently un2,ble to conpote 

rri th the Chil1os o e,nc1 othG r "inferior " re,ces . It w~s not surprising, 

therefore, th2.t li.ng l o- S.::x:on su:;)eriority WC!.S defined by those traits 

which distin[;uishecl thm:i fron Chineso ancl othGr " inferior" r~:ces . 

Racial treits rrcrc 211 obvious weans of <listinction , so vrnre cultural 

cho.re.cteristics, but un(~G rlyinc all the c.r[;'J.nonts, the basic fe a rs 

born of i nsecurity am1. isolation never seem ftc.r from th2 ,;urfr'.ce. 

The arGUJ:lGnt r c:.ther n ont in circles: , th'3 fe,ct that Anglo - Saxons 

rule~l nac1..o then superior, and bG c;:;,use the,y rrero SUJ.)Urior, therefore 

they uoul d continue to rule . 

In 1899 Seddon told hi s fe l lo-11 :;:iarl i anonte..rians that 

•.. ,you shoul c~ bG ~) l easGc. at corninc; fro ra n r2.ce ••. 
the,t e.t the pre sent t i me domi nates tm i::orld: but 
if you a l lorr those peopl e to come in tho resul t will 
be an intermixture, an d •.·!hat does this int emixi ng 
nean? I t neans the decaclence of your ovm re.Ce . 62 

60 . ':"lest Coast Uail, 8 M2,y 1896 , SP 3/1 0 , 99 . 

6 1. Lyttel ton Tines , 6 June 1896 , SP 3/ 10 [!io pace numbe_i7. 

62. P~~ 110 , 1899 , 466 (Seddon) . 
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Bcsid.es the fa.ct thc..t this statenent sur.s;.;csts an elenent of 

u.11certainty about tho pcrnanence of Anzlo- Sa.xon c1.oninc.nce, it seoris 

curious tha.t Anglo-S:~xon and T'.Iaori blood. :•roclucecl. tho "nholcsono 

blenc1." in CE~rro ll uontionecl o::>..rlior , but Anclo- Se,xon and ilsian blooll 

\7oul c1 C'\USO a de ca.dent int crnixture . 

Tho Libero.ls ' con corn for insulat in.::; t he lTe\7 Zc2..l~nd wa.y of life 

was displ£>.JtG~l in severc:?.l of its aspects by e. r2thor orir;in2.l q.r-;t.U.Kmt 

Seddon ;_.mt fornart1. for cxcluc1.ing the Ja;;>ancse . Notine that a. 

scourc2 had cone ovor Queensland, he commcmtod thc..t he knerr t here 

were Ja~Jn.nese nho had ticks [cattle ticks1] end while he questioned 

v1hich of the two ·,1a.s tho worst , he concluded both vrcro "cxceedinGlY 

injurious to th2 country". Seel.don said an Orc1.er in Council '.lad 

a.lr0a.dy been ;,Ja.sserl to ~)rcvent the tick being introduced into Nevi 

Zcalanc1 ru1d every care rroul<l be taken to "r>rotect our colony ruid. our 

cattle fron infection om1 the sproa'l of this evil. "But there was 

also a grec..tcr 1.1oti vc for oxclu:::ins tho Jc.j_)ancse . " I say, surely 

>rhile vr . .-, "re p:::otcctinc our cattl<J ;1ra ha.vo the s:m0 right , <:!.JJ.::1 a r.~uch 

greder risht - the ::D.vino right - to j_)rotect our v.'ouon nnd children 
6-

and our girls of tende1· y02.rs 11
• j ·."ii th cormacnclc.ble concern therefore , 

Seddon n as )re).".red to _irotoct Now Zeale..nrl' s cattle , 11woncn anC. 

c:iilc'!.ren, and , , , toilers " fror.t the r:-v·"._;GS of tick arlC. JU~Janes.:? , 

The occ2.sion for Sedlon ·.ntntinc to restrict ,\sian inni~r<>.tion 

senerally , rather than just that of the Chinese , s oens to have been 

provided by tvn oventsi firutly, the si~ninG of tho Anglo-Jai,)anesc 

Cor.mercio.l Treaty in 1891)., Gnd secondly, the visit of hro Hawaiian 

officials to Ne->r Zealand in 1895 or c~crly 1896 . 

The lmelo- J apc.nese Tr~aty sought to provide reci procal rights 

of residence , t rade ru1d the acquisition of l and for tho subjects 

of the siGTietory powcrs. 64 Th e individual col onies were gi ven 

until August 1896 to indicate \7hether they wished to be incl uded 

63 . PJ 93 , 1896, 470- 1 ( Seddon) . 

64 . A.T . Yarwood, 1.sian Migr at i on to 1.ustrn.lia . The Background 
to Exclusion 1896- 1923 , :Melbourne, 1967 , 6 . 



under the Treaty . Seddon made it quite clear in the House that the 

Government v10u l d "allow Augu0t next to arrive , and we shall not t hen 

have that treaty applied to lievr Zealand " . 
65 

The visit of the lfo;:.'aiian of ficial s occasioned Seddon 

considerable coucern . During a meetins at Nelson in ~.'iarch 1896 , he 

described hi s discussion of t he "Japanese quest i on" vrith these 

officials . They told him that the Chinese had competed with the 

Kanaka , and then the "J aps 11 came and were looked upon in "comparison 

'Tith the Chinese as the stoat and the ferret to the rabbi t . He feared 

the stoat and the fer ret and weasel would in time prove worse thrul the 

rabbit " . The Japanese had begun to undersell the Americans and 

neither the "Chinese nor the Kanakas could compete r:ith t hem 

They had increased from 10 , 000 to 26 ,000 i n about three years " . 

Seddon remarked he had read an article describing the effects on the 

"higher civilised peoj:Jles of t :1e influx of Asiatics 11 and further , he 

sar.· a potentla.lly " t_~rave de.nger " from the Japanese in Hawaii , where 

under the Republic , if l,!!e "Japs " became supreme, ' 1they ithi:.- Empi ri} 
might have opponents, and opp0nents capable of fighting, between the 

66 Southern Colonies and Canad:;." . 

l'he feet that the Japanese were a_)parently competing 

successfully with the Americans, Chinese and the Kanakas, coupled 

with recognition that they ~7ere opponents "capable of f i ghting" 

suggests that Setldon ~ecognised the rise of the nevi industrial Japan 

which had defeated the Chinese in the Sino- Japanese r·r3.r of 1894- 5 and 

established itself as a nation which Great Britain found 1;:orthy to 

court as a~ ally. The Japanese ';1ere purely a hypothetical threat t o 

Nevr Zealand because in 1896 ther e were insufficient of them in the 

colony even to gain separate mention in the Census of t ha t year , but 

they were one more of those "inferior races 11 threatening the grand 

New Zealand destiny . 

65 . PD 93, 1096, 470 (Seddon) . 

66 . The Colonist, 17 March 1896 , SP 3/ 10 [no page numbe£7. 



CHL.PTER 2 

NEr! ZEALAILEl1S ENVIrtONMENTiiliLY J EFI HK' 

In 1880, Sir Geor:)3 Grey ~1escri bed his vision of Hew Zea.land' s 

future . It was a f utur e closely i.ssoci~t e<'- i'1ith the fuiGlo- Sr..xon 

ori cins of most of the colonists and d though he envisa~erl that New 

Zealand woulr~ becor.1e '.l n~tion i n it s oi;m ri(Sht , his e.:Ji.;c.rcnt inability 

to distinguish its future role fr.Jn the oore c·ener:i l I r:i)erial ancl 

l1n.._ lo- Saxon mission to civilise the worlct , is si[,'11.ificant . At the 

time Now Zeala nd could h~rQly be describe~ as one society , an~ 

certainly, whatever its future pros~ects , it rras obviously rlcpemlent 

Uj_Jon the British connection and s~eme~. likely to r.onain so for some 

considerable tioc . 

Grey not eC. that " . . . Hew Zea.land was very linited in ext ent" 

ancl comp<.~rativGly s0.m it v1ould be "filloc:. u~} \'/ith inhubit~nts 

sufficient in mmber ultimately to )CO)l8 thG country ,·1ith their 

d2scenclents 11
• Care r·:i.s nccesscry, thcr0fore , to cnsur<: tht!.t the 

~i Oi)Ulation introC.ucec~ into th'2 country was of ;;., satisf'.1.ctory 

chD.racter t o "r:iake Ne\'~ Zealand <'.. ~;rv"!.t n<>.tion - a Cl'C3.t n9.tion with 

::?. snall terri t:iry s but excrcisin'"' ?. very po•:;e:-ful influenc e in<1.eed 

throu:jhout the entire ?acific" . ~ith the Gxce;ti on of the small 

Eur0pGan colonies of :1ustralia, the Nei'T Ze<'.11-:.nd colonists werG 

surrounded by " sen i -b8.rbc.rous r :::.ces , vhon thc,y nie:ht ultimr.tely 
1 

i nfluencG gru:i:tly " . 

Grey ' s vision ·.ve..s .Jssantially racist . For th-: :;reat "liberal", 

the maintenance of Anglo- Sa xon racial su._)eriority rrc.s an int e3ral 

Jn.rt of his concern to il!lprove the lot of the un~er)rivile5ed . The 

New Zeal anc. colonists may h:~ve hac1 e great c i vilising role to 

perform in the Pacific, but it sec1;is apJarent that they were to 

reform by 8XDn?l e from afer , or as rul ers, not by allowing the 

" semi- barbaric races" to mingle in their society . 

1. P:: 36, 1880, 103- 4 (Grey) . 
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J.s ha s be<]n noted, snalln~ss , isolation am: insecurity a)pGar 

as underlyin.:; f acts in the <:cvGlo~Jraent of loyalty yctterns t."l i thin 

Naw Zealc:,n<1- :in tho latar nineteent h century . It h s been a rGUed thc.t , 

in tha first i nst::!.nce, !'".ci::.l 2,ttituc1-cs 1'/Cr c fornc:~ in the colony at 

the inr1..i vic1uc.l l evel of rdcvance an:l_ thr.t subsequently , these 

a.ssunpt i ons forr.ie (~ unc:erlyin-: th~mes over which s_Jccifically sectional 

e.ttituc.~es \'/Cre c".ovel opo~1. . i.lthout'.Sh i "':; i s chfficuE to jud:se how 

irnJortant r2..cial att. itudGs in th0r.iselv0s \':er.:? to the cenc rA.tion of a 

colony-wi'~e sent i nent .ivcr-archin._; sJcti·.)nal and r.::,:;i onal loya l ties, 

they do s'2en inc.ic,~t i ve of the ci:10rgence of such a loyo.l ty . The 

prinary c:efini tion of e. colonist rns as r>.n i.n11l o- S?..xon an<l this 

dcfini ti on el!lbr..,ce1'. racial chc.r".cteristics rrhich ensure<1 the 

su~)eriori ty of the l1n(;l o- S:1.xon rn.cG. This i:::iace rm.s , j_).::rha~s , c i ven 

:'Jrecisi on 1;y t he .::istablishncnt of i.;.::irsonal SUj_)uriori ty over ?.liens in 

tho local New Zealand corm1Uni ty . · N aw ~..::c.lo.ndct's ::i..l so shared the 

)ri ck al l Britishers to.:ik i n their niGhty Navy anc1.. the e conomic and 

political ~) 1)-:;er :.;f th0 S:!l_Jire . But within this bro-i.d :lefini tion , 

1:1hich involved tho fund2tlcntal realisation of the colony ' s <~e)cnclonce 

u_):m the Eln) i re , it will be ~r .. ' 'UC(t i;hc~G ·:;as a narrower, l argely 

socio - econ0mic <h~finiticn Yrhich defined the col0nists as Ner! Zealanders 

within the Lnglo-S::;.xon fol cl. This socio- economic cefinition in the 

)rOs)erity couplo.1 rti th the ) l.:.:e.sant 'b.:;li;; f held, -;.t l east by the 

Lib.Jr'1l s, th.:i.t ~;e\7 Zvcle.n~~ le;.~ t h..: v10rld. in its S;)Ci:;.l legislation, 

ancl by imi.Jlic'1tion, in tho r10rth of the S"lci aty v1hich these L'1e3.sur0s 

ha~ hel~0c cre:;.t e . Aliens \'.'era O).JOSecl bece.uso th.::y thrcater..ec 

t his Si.JCCi~l achicvcoent but 8.lso bec.~use :rq,cial coc,tflJTiinc:.tion 1
• 1as 

likely to c:eJr a:lo the lar_;cr !.ncl o- S':l.xon destiny in rrhich New 

Zeale.nclers j,lart icipP.ted . Ex,Jresser1 another :1ay, :'.S New Zealanders 

came to believ;; that t hey were SUi)erior :mglo- Srucons, they a ccount ed 

f or this supuriori ty in cmvironr:11:mtal terms . By ext ens ion, however , 

this a rgument a lso sucGJste~ the devel oJmcnt of future racial 

differenc0s for environmental detr:rmini srn was n. comr:ion explanation 

of the racial differences i7hich 1.lr"'ady existed . 

in 1893 Seddon thou3ht thnt in ! ! ,:w Zealc.rHl, 

For instance , 

with our climate, with our prosent popul c..tion , 
and with other a,1-vantaces we had , we raust in years 



to cone, if we ;_>rcs0rv0d intact the race we hal!. here 
now - we muot and shoul r~ be the fi -rst )eople in the 
Southern Sdas: in fact, he questionerl, whether he 
nicht not go further rtfiGlc . 2 

It nas e.rgu0cl in the c.eb:;.tc over federation with lrnstr2.lia that 

eventually tho cli1aa.tic and (.mvironmental d.iffer.::inces between the 

two nrv~s noul tl encoura.:.:e the cle-.reloj_)mont of 0..ist incti ve r~cial 

ty;.:>cs . 3 It was 1-Taw Zealand ' s S'Jcio- aconoi;iic sul)eriori ty that would 

be the ultinr-tt.J '1 eterninant of its su:)erior r~cstiny . 

En.rlier, the D.j_)_)e:ll'".nce of a soci<'.l heirarchy of c1.e~1enr1ence 

upon the other :.nt;lo- Saxon new societies of the Pacific c..'1d on Greqt 

Britain was remnrkcn U)on . Seddon 1;ia<le frequent references to the 

social de~ra:htion of t!10 Old ':7orld and New Zealand's j_)rogressi ve 

socio- ccononic st~te . It v1as his contention in the la.t e 1890' s 

tha.t the 

.1.)0licy of his Party '!1~s not one of revolution, 
but one of )rc;rcss , equality, fn.ir distri but i on , and 
.iustice . (Hoar . Re01r . ) The condition of the ;?eo]le ::-...n~­
thc country was iu )"'Ovinc , an~1. th ct •:1".s why they 
/OJ.J)osition j_)a.rti/ coui.-1 not dislod::;c the Liberal Pr>.rty 
°C"..>Jl2..usc.) . . . • He hac' been cnlled an :;.utocrc.t. He 
S.1}ran:5 from the peo ;?l e, hv worked for the l.10o:Jle, and. 
if he rms en :rnt ocrat th<) _)eo:ple haJ. nade him that . 
It W".S his opJonants that desired to jmJp on the peo~le 
and instea.L1. to ,_:rinr1. then riown "S they ware in the Olr~ 
·."lorl':t ( .. i~)Jlause . ) . They held the Governr.iant n.nn lived 
in the hearts of thl: .)eo;_J le, hence they \/ere tyrmits 
..,.nd autocrc.:ts.4 

In 1898, vrhen cliscussin5 the Old !i.ge Pensions Bill he thous ht 

a county that looks well :-.fter it;s aaed must gein the 
rcsp0ct of the civilised \iorld . The social law which 
apJlieC. to the individual ai).c)liecl to the State. They 
must take ~ lesson from the 01~ Country as to the ~overty 
existing there, an~ avoid it . . .. Let the colony avoid 
the workhouse and the misery attached to it . (Applo.use . )5 

2. P~: 81, 1893, 337 (Seddon) . 

3. Sec for inst ancc· PD 69, ·1s90, 586 (Russell). 

4. Unt i t l ed newspaper clipping 1897/98, SP 3/10 , 3, 

5. r.7airarapa Star, 4 May 1898 . 



The i Q:_:>lications of Nerr Zee.land. 1 s socfa.l am:i, ) hysical envi rorunent 

were most aJparant i n Seddon ' s verdi ct on the British so l di er when 

co::ipared rri th his ccloni al counter)art . He bel i eved that i n 

"guerilla warfare ••. tho Bri tish troO.i_)S /;reri/ re,ther slow , and 

••• the only onos t hr>.t will be found t r) e ff -Jctu.?..lly c::>ix: with thi s 

kind o.f fi::;ht i nt:: will be the coloni a l s ", alth::mi:;h the Brit i sh so l di er 

bad in 11no way cletoriora:t od 11
• 
6 

In 1902, nhen in South Afri ca , he 

noted that over the matter of i. :<)eri a l . fe c1-eration 

they e.re slow to mo ve in the i;'lo ther Country , but I 
believe myself th2.t ihe co l onies ~ro the quickening 
s~;irit s with th2i r wider ex.Jeri ence and not suffering 
fror.1 the environn:mt of the l!iother Country . I say 
that .1_Jrogress anc1- acl vance11ent nu st c .:me frora the 
colonies . 7 

Al thou,;h, as h ECs a l ready been )Oir.ted out, Seddon was .i_J raguat ic 

in his arguments am'L tho sort of theoretical s)eculc>t i on that lecl to 

a discussion of tho risG an '. '. fal l of en;;iires i::n.s foroi:::;n to hir.i., 

nevertheless this i c~ea sce:ris to he..ve had quite wide cu-~-rency at the 

t i me and its r2co~;niti on is i r:i .._i licit in some of his a.rcw::ients . The 

fact, for inst 2.nce , thr-:.t progress [me'. e.c1-v311ceoent r..ust col!le from the 

colonies am1- his frequent r._:fer.::nc.::s to the soci2.l . ~ecrm1-at ion o f the 

Olcl 'Jorld. carry this i l'l)l ication . It is within thi s theme of 

colonial r ene\7:;.l that O) j_10si tion to al i ens r:l".s <..lso eXj)resse<l . The 

sta1:,11at i on 2nd cfo cey of Chinese soc i ety was a :on.tter frG (!uently 

co:r:::unrmted UJ>:m, 
8 

alth:mgh Sec1-don does not S88Til to h['.ve C?X_)ressed such 

views ex}licitly . But if such an i r~ea nas current it woulr1 be yet 

another r eason for excluding the contaainn.t inG influences of t he 

Chinese environment whether these were l e:;Jrosy , i1:morali ty, Cllnblin,:-; , 

opium snokinc , insanit ary hab i ts , or an ino.bility t o live as free, 

honest n en act ive l y part icip~tin3 in a democratic society . 

It is l ess obvious how the theme of colonial renewal expl a ined 

the apparent superiority that New Zealr>.nders felt over the older 

6. Tregear, 420 . 

7. Johannesburg Star, undated, SP 3/27 ( 1902) . 

8 . See PD 36 , 1880, 92 (Hutchison) , for outline of argument . 
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Au s tral ian c ol onies . Seddon, as may be i magined , ascribed this to 

thei r tardiness i n fo llov1ing J.;-ew Zcal;'.Jlrl ' s example in socia l 

l egi slation and thus )resumably, i n erac~icai:;ini:; Old \lorl'l contaminc.t i on 

whi ch may have crept in . But the Austrn.li an col0nies needecl no 

l essons in exclu<1.in,: the ..'1sian "menace" for t:1eir rGstrictive 

lee:;i s l ?.tion in most instances h'1c1.. j_)reced-<:rl Nerr Zeal"'.nd 1 s . ",7hile 

visi t ing Australia in 1902 Seclc".on noted with heP..vy -ha.nr.ed di~".ct icism 

that those who c.c1 versel y criticised 11.L\c1..vanced Lib.;r~lisr.1 11 did so 

bacause they did not underst'.lncl the "A.B . C. of it " • 

• . . instead of ckstroying confLlencc , or icnorin,~ the 
rights of Jroy:~rty, or c1epreciatine its v2.luos , no 
better security ever obtained because the createst 
t i tle they coul d. .:;i ve , the; best security they coulcl 
have '.7<:> •• ; that conferred by God 1 s own i1eople . The 
r2ason why a ti tlo by st'.1tute i'Tas re.:;c.rr1..er1.. "'.S bctte:r. 
than any other WC!.S found in that it was secured by 
representatives of the peo~l0.9 

Following his return to Nev: Z0::.ln.nd after the Celebration of 

Queen Victori~ 1 s ~iamond Jubilee ho took croat deliJht in tellin6 his 

the condi tion of ::;.ffuirs in New Zealarn1" . Nevertheless ho had: 

no hesitation i n sayin_; th~t New Z2al ru1c.: v1as the most 
fe.vour ecl colony of the rfother Country . From tho 
enquiries hlade in r2Si:>CCt of it he was sure that there 
VIC.S a c;eneral fee ling tOl'tarJ., l t, c.nJ. to·::arJ.s them 
which the colony itself could scarcely conceive . 10 

It \'lfl.S also his im~nession tha.t 

we could do cood work here, for in the 1.fother Country 1 

they were looki n,; to the New Zc:i.l::i .. ncl Pc.:rlianent, and 
in Gr<:at l3r itain, f:.merica unc'l. the other colonies they 
were copyi nlJ our lr-1.ws , a l l of r1hich r edounded to the 
credit of our pcoJ_:Jle , whose Goverrnnent y;ere sira~)J..y 
carryi ng out t~eir demands and behests . 11 

The fact that the funct i ons of the New Zealand. Government were 

c i rcumscri bed by the rcali ty of del><mdence meant thnt in other 

9 . Unt i t l ed n ews_i!a ... )er clip:) i ng , SP 3/14, 7- 8 . 

10 . J a i kato Arr;us , 9 A~ril 1898 , SP 3/18, 34 . 

11. Chri stchurch Pross, March 1898 , SP 3/18 , 15 . 
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r espects :i~ew Zcal~c1ers still saw the Mother Country as the "superior 
12 

sJ?ot on Gocl 1 s cn.rt h ''. Nc>1 Zee.landers ami:)ly demonstrated that this 

was so by their cnthusir.stic :ti~rticii:)ation in the Boer ::lar . 

It he.s b00n arguec1 by Jebb 13 thet ~·:aw Zo2.lo.nd 1 s :._)articipation 

in the Boar .:a:r, end the local ~Jo.triotism it enGend.erecl , wo.s en 

i mi)ortant reason for kveping the colony out of the liustralian 

Commonwealth in 1900 . However this does not appear· to have been so 

P.n~ the reasons acainst this argument will be discusse~ shortly . It 

certP.inly seems to have been an occasion for an immense C.isplay of 

patriotic fervour, but the reasons for this ~iere prob:bly varied. The 

popular jin0oism associated with Britain in the late nineteenth 

c entury was g iven clear expression i n 1897 during the Jubilee 

cel ~brations . Secklon ' s e.t tcmbncc [~t tho colcbrr.t ions wns the first 

of his two pilcrimf'.c;es t J Grcn.t Bri tn.in which ·::i.in2d him such $>.n 

immense amount of ,_;o _~ulP.ri ty . In 1899 in the (~clYi.te on whether to 

sen~l a C)ntin ·ent to the Boer '.'far he ex:Jressc~l the sentiments which 

3..))o.rcntly cnc1c'"'..r..:c1 him to co ;;ia.n;/ throu.:;hout tho !!::.;ire . Ho noted 

thn.t two y~m·s a:;o ropr _sentr.ti ves from throu:::;hout the world fp.there(1 

to hon0ur the Qu.:e:n , -;.n·:: tho so who particip::.tod in the Jubilee 

:)aJeant Jcarnt v1ho.t "our Constitution really meant 11
, 

.. . not only thd i but v;o [)roved that, thou·-·h fe.r 
dist?..nt anc: urn1 .)r many clim-.:s , th.3 ·o is fl bone_ between 
her children n.nd lie:5e subjocts which can never be 
s0ver0d; ancl, a s we sent out our trOO.l,)S to to.kc part 
in thc.t Jubila.:J, o.n~1 ::.s they were a,.:i.miretl by our kinclrec'. 
at Home, Erne: by those of other nations, • . . so wi 11 the 
world yet reco ·niso that on tho bat tlefielcl; and when 
the necessity :J.rises for th:>..t valour which tlistint:,uishes 
our race bein.: cl.isplaycd , there will be no hesitation, 
no holding b··ck, on our part, cmd that to the den.th 
shall we ~)rove true to our r ".C8, and. p:mve that ·.Ye are 
akin. I say the civilised world, whilst vronderine, 
will admire mid aj)J.)laud . 14 

12. ".7aikato nrr;us, 9 .~pril 1898, SP 3/18, J }. 

13 . Tiichard Jebb, Stu~ics in ColoniRl Nationalism, London, 
1905' 90 ' 91 • 

14 . P:-: 110, 1899, 77 (Sed(on) . 
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Prosperity had returned to New Zaal.::i.nd in 1896 and this fact no 

doubt m".clecl to the exuberant atmosphere whi ch surrounded New Zeal and's 

j_)articiJP.tion i n the ':!e..r . 
15 Prc::parat ion s for the br.tt l e sugcest all 

the innocent ;_:ilee.sure of a Boy Scouts ' Jambore2 anc1.. may have rofl octer1 

the f.o.ct that 2, .::senorat ion of young colonists had :__;rown U~) since the 

New Zoalunders were ~roud of thGir largo 

contribution to the Boer ',;·~.r , especially as it 1ras a ,;:;rec.ter 

contribution per head of _JO~mlc~t ion thain the.t mc.c'..e either lJy the 
. 16 

lmstr.J.lians or the Canadians . Neu Zealanc..1ors were a l so a_,_)parently 

braver than their .~ustre.lia.n count eri){-~rt s , Sedr,on claimed his chief 

c.ifficulty had been refusing many of the younc New Zeal anders who 

wished to go and fi cht; 

• .. non8 of [the§7 came back like the thirty Nevi 
South ·-,·ales Lance rs. (li j_)j_)lause . ) They ;;iust tcl<e a 
serious view of the quest i on . The contin:_;ent, in 
his opinion woulc'.. clo honour to the re.ce from which 
they harl sprunc; . (11Xll 2.uso . ) 17 

The i ssue VIP,S e.lso on2 which proved thc:,t in tho evo.mt of need 

the :'.other Country woulc1• ~1..efond the far-fl1u1c colonies of the Em~)ire, 

a fact which N0w ZealanC'.ers !'lust have foun :1.. pe.rticularly reassuring . 

The quest ion with th0 unthinking me.y 2.ri se ffie(lclon 
t11ouc;hj] as to whe.t is the connection between the 
col onies and the ECTpire . I say i t is a connection so 
closely internovcn w·ith our interests 9 so inseparably 
bound are ·;1e to :::;ether , t hat if y ·Ju take from the Empire 
her C'.)lonies you wee.ken th2.t Empire . If, on the other 
h~ncl, you k3o~ together the Em)ir2 is strencthened . 
Take it on sor<1ic'.. grounr~s if you like , and we know how 
much to us i s the Empire. '.le know, of course, what she 
is do in.z for us each ancl every day of our c:xist ence . 
The British fl ac i s our l:)rot,action; wi th '.mt belonr;ine 
to the Em~J ire wher-3 would New Zeo.le.ncl be? 18 

15. See Seddon to Reeves , 3 April 1902, rteeves 1/- , 1, 2. 

16. 6000 troops vier ., sent from New Zeal and in 10 contingents . 
This is ap,_)roximately 8 soldi ers ;>er 1000 of the total 
population . Canada sent 2 per 1000 . Cited K. H, Richards , "The 
Seddon Ministry 1893- 1906", M .J~. Thesis, Canterbury 
University, 1946, 193. 

17. Auckland Star, 29 November 1099, SP 3/23, 19 . 

18 . P~ 110, 1899, 77 (Seddon) . 
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It i s a useful corrective to Seddon ' s attitude, however, to note the 

reaction of the member for Mat aura, Robert McNab, to the prospect of 

New Zealand troops going to South Africa . He agreed it would be a 

ve ry popular move but thought New Zealand would have been equally 

popular had she sent a contingent to fight in the Soudan or the 

north-nest province of India. 

Any operations by which the Ne1:: Zealanders can get an 
outlet for their surplus energies, v1hether it is vii th 
the r i f le or under the old English methods ne hear of , 
is always popular . It is the smell of blood to the 
Anglo- Saxons that makes the campaign so interesting. 19 

In the lat e 1890's Seddon's attitudes towards Great Britain and 

the other colonies seem a strange blend recognising the environmental 

superiori ty which New Zealanders thought they had achieved, coupled 

with the idealised subservience which had long characterised the 

colonists attitudes to the Mother Country. 'l'he colonists were a part 

of the 13ri t i sh nation but members of Nev1 Zealand's society and it nas 

this combination of loyalties which seems to have made it a remote 

possibility that New Zealand nould ever have joined the Australian 

Corunonv1eal th. 

Considerable discussion has taken place over: why New Zealand 

did not .join the lrnstralian Commonwealth in 1900 . Wood and Arnold 

have given Seddon a proI'linent r ol e in preventing this occurrence 

\'Thile Fairburn has disputed this conclus ion. 20 I f the hypothesis 

posed in this thesis, that by the late 1890 's New Zealanders had come 

to define themselves as a distinct and superior group of Anglo - Saxons 

as a result of their environmental superiority, is correct, then this 

would militate against their incorporation into the Commonwealth . 

Already in 1891, New Zealand's first Liberal Premier, John Ballance, 

had argued that Federation would not only deny New Zealand a voice 

in London, but it would also be tantamount to an act of disloyalty 

19. PD 110, 1899, 88 (McNab) . 

20. Rollo D. Arnold, "New Zealand in Australasia 1890-1914 11
, 

M.A. Thesis, Melbourne -·niversity, 1952, 149; Miles Fairburn, 
"New Zealand and Australasian Federation, 1883- 1901: Another 
View", NeYr Zealand ~ournal of History, 4, 2 (April 1970), 24- 29; 
F .L .W. Vlood, "flhy did New Zealand not join the Australian 
Commonwealth in 1900-1901?" New Zealand Journal of History, 2, 
2 (October 1968), 115-129 . 



as the term "Cor.lr.lonweal t h 11 should not be a))lied to any part of the 

Empi re , but to the \1hole Er:i~Jire . 11He 'l'Hmt on to 2.sk , aft e r 

Havint; lost all our povrers, our revenues) our 
Le[;islature, what wouY. be the r.:::sult? Our opinions 
'.7ould be i;ianufacturec~ in :.ustralia ffie answered 
rhetorically, and we shoulc~ find t hP.t a ;_)Or<erful 
Press nould cl.:mi nate us in this resJ?cc t , r.ncl :Joo1' New 
ZealanCT woul d be entirely l eft out in the col d . 2 

i.rnol d has noted t hat one of the more proninent Nevi Zealand 

orcanisations with ;.ustralian affiliations , the Traci.es and Mari tine 

Council, lost much of i ts Nevi Zeal'"'.Il.d SU.._))ort during the Gree.t 

Maritime Strike of 1890. The spren~ of the Strike prompt ed the 

moral, that Neri Zealand was like ly to L'"ain only ;~ustralian problems 

from such a connection . 

There a r e two thin,·s to note about Sec.don ' s o..ttitudes torrar:l s 

Fe1~erc>.tion . The first i s that while in i lUS r3.lia durin:._; 1897 he was 

carefu l not to corn:iit hir.1sel f on the Fe-1 erdion issue but he d i d suy 

that i f thl' r.iovcnent for Fe~1.eration re['..ched New Zeal and "he should 

have no hcsitc.tion then in )la.cine before the pco_)le of Nerr Zealand 

what Fer'teration neant ". 
22 

If we nay jud.r;e by whr'..t seems to h·we 

been Seddon ' s ch racteristic l_)oli ti cal tcchniq_ue , i t is ~)robable the.t 

he would h~ve ~one thi s . Po_mlar SU)1Jort for Fe1l.erati on w-=.s 

apparently never sufficient within New Zeo.l e.nd. to _push Seddon into 

sup)ortin.:; the issue . It is worthy of note, hmrnvcr, that following 

his r aturn to Now Zeal .s:.nd in 1898 , he told an aurhence that 11~·/e 

suffered considerably by beint; clet.sserl with !1ustrc.lasia , ant!. h e \70uld 

csk our journalists nover to use that terrJ aGain . Sta nd by New 

Zealand , which at Home w~s t he nost _Jo1m l ar of any of the coloni es" . 23 

Secondl y , there nay well have been some uncertainty re~ar~ing th0 role 

that a new i.ustralasian cov .)rnment w0ulc perf orn . I n the near future 

it seemed unlikely to ful f il the military anC. p l itical r ol e of the 

Brit i sh Government e.ncl thus col!lP.l:.o.nd the loyalties vrhich a ccom:i_)a.nied 

21 . P:-: 73, 1891 , 69 (Ba llance) . 

22. Untitled news~)aper clip )in6 , 7 February 1097, SP 3/1f,, 7 . 

23. Christchurch Press , 28 lfarch 1898, SP 3/18, 15 . 
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this role, c:.nc1 as ha s boon noted, New Zeal and.ers 2._)~)arently saw the 

socio- economic achiever::.cnts of their soci ety a s being su;;ierior to 

what hall bei:m <::.chieved in :.ustrn.lir~ . It r.1ay have seemed unli kely, 

therefore, that the new t:,:ovornnent could J_) CJrforo the role of the 

New Zeals.ml Governr:ient, especially c.s i t v12.s to incor.l)orate a nunber 

of competin:; economies, and i t woulCt h::..ve an ;.ustr2.lin.n r:iajority . 

A cursory glance at New Zealand ' s i_)e..ttern of e:iq)Orts between 

1885 cm~. 1905 imhcdes the 0rowinG imi_)Ortance of the British mi:1rket 

i n absolut e terms, anc1
• in the percentaJ'C by value of New Zealand ' s 

exports it took . 24 Thi s pattern :; i \res some su~;:port to Fairburn ' s 

24 . Total Values of Ex)orts to the United Kine:;dor.t and the 
Australian Colonies (excluding Tasmania) . 

1085 £ 

U.K. .1 , 906 , 907 
.Austrc..lic. 1,308, 701 

1890 

U .IC 7' 401, 350 
Lustralia 1, 586,07lJ. 

1895 
U.K. 7,045 , 646 
Australia 1 , 038,81~4 

1900 

U.K . 10 , 259,342 
ilUS tralia 1, 830,939 

1905 

U.K. 12 ,087,818 
l1ustralia 2,268,373 

From New Zeal and Statistics , 1885- 1905 . 



clair.i that it was "not Se(ldon but both the t i r.ting of its economic 

fluctuations ancl the res+ructuring of its economy since the ec.rly 

eighti es , /Yihic'iJ he.cl c.t cvary turn me.de Nen ZeP..lP.nd the nost 

im~robable prosJective ;3rt ner in a fe~eration of the Seven 

colonies ". 25 Fc.irburn ' s G.ryr;ient , ~Jcrhaps , hGs too much the jar of 

cold economic rationel.lity, 'vut Nan Z;)e.1£!Jlc1..ers di d not Give their 

l oyal t i es without reason r>.nd the com~Jelling re:;.sons v1hich bound New 

Zealand to Grec.t Britain and the Emi_1ire have ::.lre8.<1..y been noted. 

Nevr Zeab.nd ' s put tern of tr:.d0 ucross the peri od would h:?.ve 

stren( thened the col onies dependence on Great Britnin . This ''1c.s 

hardly so in rec;ard to the ;,us trn.lian colonies and it seems nos t 

unlikely that Seddon would ever ho.ve asked the question re:ge.rd i nc 

them which he asked about New Zealand 1 s membcrshi~J of the Empire : 

"without beloncinG to the Emp i re r1here would Hew Zealand be? '' 

25 . Fairburn , 159 . 
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A POSTSCi1IPT TO il NE'.7 ZEAL!J'C :::-nAMA 

The events follo'.1in_-:; the Boer .1.iar )OSe2. the :i_)robloms v1hich hacl 

l orlB B.Gitated Nen Zeall'.rnlers in their own soci.aty - C['.pitalists e..nd 

aliens; their ovm worth -~nd the destiny of their society and thEl 

Er.ip ire to which they belonged . 

In an atteni)t to re- open the Rand ,-;olrJnines , Sir Alfred Milner 

.i)roposer. to intr.Jduce Chinese to r.w.n the nines . Seddon nas ardently 

opposed . "To the cnpi t::.lists Emel shareholders v1ho are living in other 

countries, i t will not matter ::i; all ". '.Thile it was not contended 

that "unskilled white l abour can cor.ipete successfully i;; i th the black 

in the lor1er fields of nanual im~ustry ..• the \·rhite man can and does 

do double the v1ork of the bl ack nan" . Seddon felt thct an adequate 

l abour force ·could be obtained frorJ the acricul tural districts of 

Encla.ncl , Scotlo.nc'. or Ireland . "They would do Cl.ouble the work", and 

y ou would be colonisina the Transvaal uith Britishers . 

• . . To.kc the convcrco, - ... the :i_)O)ul.:i.tion of your 
country will be con.._)osed lo.rJely of Boers , larcely of 
Chinese, t oi.:;ether rri th a number of ll.and nine ovmors 
\7ho are not of British oricin . Is this what we 
anticipated r1hen jointly the self- ,joverninG colonies 
took a res}onsibi lity on themselves , n.nd ma.de the 
,:;reatost s2crifices ,)ossible for Er.1pire and justice?26 

The integrity e.ncl solickrity of the Ei.n_)ire had boen called in questi on 

and with great Gusto th:>..t monstrous enemy, the Boer n~tion , had been 

crushed SJ that a ;mre :~nclo -Saxon society could. flourish . Could it 

be, however , that New Zealand ' s blooC. s&crifice, the t:;alle.nt d.eec'!.s of 

her breve and upstanding young men were a.11 for n8.ught? ·.ias the 

Transvaal to become a land of non- Britishers nnd foreign capitalists, 

e xploiting cheap Asi atic labour ? "':las it for THIS , that New 

Zealand sent her sons to ~out'i} lfrica, to fight and die? 

26 . Seddon to Major F.n. Mc~~onald (Johannesburg) , 15 March 1904 , 
SP 3/1 7, 3, 5. 
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