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Abstract

While Issci (first) and Nisci (sccond) gencrations of Americans of Japancse
Ancestry (AJA) in Hawai’i have been well documented, limited literature
cxists in relation to non-Issci women, and the Sansci (third) generation. Based
on six months of ficldwork in Hawari’i and, in-depth interviews and personal
inventorics of thirty Sansci women, this disscrtation primarily provides an
cthnographic investigation into the diversity and complexity of what it means
to bc a Sansci woman in Hawai’i, focusing on themes identificd by Sansci
women - of the past, values and social rclationships. Drawing on thesc themes,
this disscrtation cxplores how they relate to a “sense of belonging’ in Hawai’i.
[t also considers the significance and politics of Local identity and the
conscquences of emphasising the existing historical stercotypes and narratives
for Sansci women, AJA and Locals in Hawai’i.

Key Words: Americans of Japanese Ancestry, ethnicity, gender,
generations, history, Hawai'’i, identity, Issei, Japanese Americans, Local,
marriage, motherhood, Nikkei, Nisei, picture bride, Sansei, sense of
belonging, values, women.



i1l

For Okaasan, Dad, Grandma and Grandad, Ojiichan, and Obaachan.
Thank you for igniting my passion for talking story long before I knew
what it was.

For women, past, present and future, who share the gift of talking story
and touch lives.

Remember to always give back.



Acknowledgements

There are many individuals who contributed to the development of this
thesis. The gratitude expressed here does not adequately reflect the time,
support and assistance provided throughout the past five years.

Firstly I would like to thank the women who opened their lives to me,
shared their stories and experiences and trusted that I would provide a
sensitive account of their talk story sessions in my dissertation. A very big
mahalo to each and every one of you. Thank you for the laughter and the
tears. Without your time, effort and interest, this thesis would not have
been born.

The support and encouragement of my two supervisors, Professor Jeffrey
Sissons and Dr. Sita Venkateswar, have been invaluable. Their guidance
and quiet confidence in my abilities has ensured that the entire process
has been a rewarding and enriching learning experience.

Mahalo to the individuals who encouraged me to proceed with this
research and provided me with initial contacts, ideas and feedback. Terry
(Untensan), Charles, Mark and Garrett, thank you for your e-mails and
thoughts. Rene Tomita, thank you for your letters and support for my
research. Laurie Mengel, mahalo for your enthusiasm and for allowing me
to share my concerns and discoveries with you. Lyn Perry, you were an
inspiration to set me on my way. Your collection of books was priceless.

Mahalo to Dr Ogawa for your advice and support in getting to the islands.
Thomas Nishi, thank you for time and for putting me in touch with the
International Hospitality Center. From the International Hospitality
Center, mahalo to Barbara Bancel whose tireless efforts found me two
happy homes from which to conduct my fieldwork.

The o’hana I have in the islands provided me with not only a roof over my
head, but a warm place where bonds of friendship formed and continue to
grow. Mahalo to the DeVore Family on the Big Island, you helped initiate
those first nervous interviews. Mahalo to my Dad Don for your continued
love, encouragement and support, and brother Gene, you sure made life
interesting!



Grandpa Roy, what a very small space to say mahalo for everything you
did and continue to do for me. The ono meals, the great talk story, the
newspaper articles, the books. You have enriched not only my research,
but my life with your attitude to life. I will always remember to “give
back’.

Many people helped me find research participants and allowed me to
experience the warm aloha of the island people such as Jane Komeiji, the
staff at the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai’i (JCCH) and my JCCH Gift
Shop ‘mothers’. Others to thank include: Laura and Elden, you gave me
fun, friendship and assistance; and Rick, thanks to a great dancer, a great
friend and great introducer to the ‘other side’ of Hawai’i. Mahalo, you

guys!

Mahalo to those who have always provided a strong foundation of love,
support and encouragement at home. Thank you to Mandy Rudge, if not
for you I would not have known the places I could go. Thank you to my
network of great friends and colleagues, including Noeline Arnott, Robyn
Andrews, Henry Barnard, Dominic Moran, Rachel Cheer, Brenda Godkin
and Julia Sich, mahalo for your feedback, listening ears and strong
shoulders. Cherie Brooshooft, secretary extraordinaire of the department, I
cannot thank you enough for your tireless efforts to assist me both in and
out of New Zealand.

Penny Robinson, mahalo for being a wonderful friend, a great colleague
and amazing editor.

Without the love, support and encouragement of my husband Hamish,
my parents and family, it would have been difficult to complete this
thesis. Thank you for your understanding and patience. Thank you for
helping me see that there is a light at the end of even the longest tunnel.

I am grateful also to my employers who have acknowledged my studies
and made allowances for this. It has been greatly appreciated.

And finally I would like to acknowledge the support of all the members of
the Social Anthropology Department of Massey University.



Vi

Table of Contents

ADSLIACt ..t ii
Acknowledgements...........cccovnininininciiinns iv
Table of Contents ........ccocvvviniriincncniniiiineeeeeeens vi
LiSt Of MaPS...uciviiriirerenirirnreneneneeeesseseseeseessessessesssessessessessesssens X
List of Figures......cccccovevviiniiiiiininiincniinecntcncseesecseesaeen xi
INErOdUCHION. et 1
Locating Hawai’i........cccooiiiiii 3
Ethnicity in the Islands Today .........cccoiiiiiin 7
A Brief History of Hawail......cooceiiiiiniiin i 8
Local IAentity.....c.ocoioieiniiiiiiic e e 10
Americans of Japanese Ancestry in Hawai’i: Available Literature ......... 11
An Immigrant Past: the Basis for Belonging and Stereotypes.................. 14
Chapter One: Methodology .......cccccceeeererencrcncncnnennes TR 16
Motivating Factors.............o.coiiii 16
Talking Story on the Net: Finding a Home in Hawai’i..........c...ccccoe. 18
Talk story considerations. ..o s 21
The Researcher Talks StOry ..o 23
Inthe Field ... e e 27
Networking PartiCipants ........c.occcevioiininiiin e 28
Variations in Demographics. ............cccccoiiiiiiiiiiin e 29
Interviews as Talk Story: Preparation, Processes and Technigques .......... 30
Why Life Histories Through Interviews?.............ccccocciiiiiiiniinnn. 34
Participant-Observation ............ccocociiii it 35
Discovering Local........c..ooooiiii i e, 38
CRhapter TWO....ccviceecccerentcre et s sresae s e s sae e 43
Who and What are Sansei?.......cccocevvireiinnncncncncniencncnnene, 43
What is “Sansei’? More Than Just an Age Group ........cccccceceevvecininicinnens 43

World War Two and Sansei Identity .............c.cococniiiiiii 45



Hapa Sansei ... 47
Characterising Sansei WOMEeN ............ccccoiiviiiiiiiii e 48
Personal Inventories: Highlighting Belonging ................cccciii 49
History, Memories, Family and Social Relationships ... 51
Belonging by Education.........c.coouiiiiicce e, 68
Personal Inventories with a Difference ...........cc.coccei v, 69
Chapter: Three ...t 78
The AJA Experience in Hawai’i: Difference, Exclusion and a
Sense of Belonging................. reerreenenneeaeenns Ferree s 78
Buddah Head Versus Kotonk .......c..ccccoiiiiiiniiice 78
History Differentiates Experiences and Outcomes .............c.cccoceiinnn. 80
Not Like the Tourists, Not Like the ‘Homeland’ .........cooooeeeiiiiiin 87
Not like Mainland Asian Americans or Haoles...........c.ccocveiniiiniinn, 90
Sitcom Mom’s - the All American Ideal .............cocoiiiinie, 91
AJA in Hawai’i: Not Like Other Immigrant Groups..........cccocecceeivinnnn 96
Chapter FOUT......cooviiiiiiiitectetec e 101
Belonging By Long Term Relationships.......cccccvceenenirnnnnnns 101
Marriage - of Unavoidable Importance...............c.ccooiiinn.. 104
The Dating Game — Race “Ing’ in .......ccccoocoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e, 105
Ideals and Stereotypes ............cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir e 110
Hopes and Aspirations............ccocoiiiiiiii 113
WeddiNgS .....ooviiiiiiiiiii i 116
Expectations and Actualities...........cccooeoiiinininiiini 120
The Right Age. ..o e 129
Separation and DIVOrCe ..........ccoiviiiiiniiiinic e 134
ADbSences iN diSCUSSIONS . .......ccuiiiiiiii ittt 138
Chapter FIVe ......civiiiiiiieienicreeneence et essnesnessnessnenes 141
Belonging by History: Role Models and Values ................... 141

Issei Women: Introducing the Picture Bride Myth........................... 142



Nisei: Gaman and Kodomo no tame ni...........cccooooiiiiiiiiiiniinn, 148
Haji oo s 154
Kodomo no tame ni - for the sake of the children ................................. 155
WOTK, WOTK, WOTK ..ttt e e 156
Oya ko ko, Giri and On............ccoiviiiiiiiiiiiiic e 161
Education ..o 165
To Mother or not to Mother - that is always a question........................ 171
Happiness and Hardship — some Sansei memories................ccccoooei 175
Adopting Motherhood................. 179
A Way to Happiness ........ccccuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiciceeeee e 180
From the Specific to the General ... 183
Chapter SiX ... 184
Local - Defining What it is Not, Who it is Not and its
Significance for AJA Ethnicity ... 184
Defining Ethnicity: theoretical approaches. ... 184
LOcal ..o 188
Local: Not Multicultural ... 189
Local: Not an Indigenous Identity ..., 192
Local: Part of a Nation?..........ccocoiiiiiiiii, 193
Local Identity: Diversity, Sharing and Belonging ..................c.co.oo0 195
What Local Is: ... 199
A sense of SOHAArity.........ooooiviiiiii e 208
Americans of Japanese Ancestry and the Politics of Local.................... 209
Remembering AJA, creating Local .............cccooiiiiiii 210
Inventing an identity — AJA and the construct of Local ......................... 210
Chapter Seven ... 213
The Limitations of Belonging: A Feminist Critique ............. 213
From Bento to Mixed Plate — Re-presenting the Past in the Present......214

Present- day Local Life ..o, 215



Issei and Plantation ROOtS ..........c.cooiiiiiiiiiie 216
Tales Of SUCCESS ......cviiiiiiiiiiiii e 218
Nisei and World War TWO ......c..oociiiiiiiiiiii e 218
Return to Local Today: Sansei and Yonsei............ccccooiviiiiiiinn. 219
Public and Private Knowledge ............cccoooiiiiiiiiie, 221
Inclusion of AJA Women - Constructing a Male Identity.................... 224
Lives Not Displayed ............ccociiiiiiiiiiie, 227
Picture Brides — Homogenising AJA Women’s Experience .................. 231
Relevance and Impact of the Picture Bride Image .....................oo 233
Culture Bearers...........cocoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 236
Claiming a PresSence...........ooiviviiiiiiii it 237
Implications of the Picture Bride Myth ... 238
Implications for Women.............cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccceeen 242
ConclusSiON......ciiiiiiii 244
Contributions of the Research..............c.cccooiiiiiiie, 244
Research PossIDIlIties ..........cociiviiiiiiiiiiiii i e 247
The FULUTE......ooiiii e 251
GlOSSATY ittt 253
APPENdiCeS......coiiiiiiiiniiniiii 256

| RS ) =) Lo =1 F PR TRPR 281



List of Maps

Map 1: State Map of Hawai'i.........coooiiiiiiiii
Map 2: Map of the Big Island ............cccocoiiiiiiiie,
Map 3: Island of O'ahu........cocooiiiiiii e
Map 4: Kaua'@......cooiiiiii



X1

List of Figures

Figure 1: Joyce’s personal inventory.............cccocoiiiiiiiiiiiiii 52
Figure 2: Joyce’s Grandmother’s embroidery. ..........cccccoooeiiivniniinnn. 53
Figure 3: Terrie’s personal inventory.............cccoocoviiiiiiii 55
Figure 4: Keilani’s personal inventory...............cccoccooiiiiiin, 58
Figure 5: Beatrice’s personal inventory ..............cccocoiiiiiiiniiiini e 60
Figure 6: June’s personal inVentory ... 62
Figure 7: Hilma’s personal inventory ... 67
Figure 8: Elo’s personal iINnVeNntory .............cccoooiiiiiiiiii e 67
Figure 9: Laura’s personal iInVentory.............cccocoiiiiiiiiiiiicices 72
Figure 10: Laura’s business venture: lauhala baskets...........ccccccccceviiinnn 72

Figure 11: The view from Laura’s apartment..............ccccoooiiiiiininn. 73



