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PREF'ACE 

This thesis is the lrlstory of an experiment in 
colonisation v1hich was also an experiment in colonial 
defence - the settlement of the Hoyal Uew Ze aland Fencibles 
in a. series of villages just south of the city of AucJ...-..J.and, 
then the seat of go�I'l'lr.1ent of this cotL"1try. 

It does not attempt to cover any clearly delineated 
poriod, for it is the histo�J of the fm1ciole corps from 
the tii?le it was envisaged ur�til tl:..e tine when the pensioners 
had becone absorbed into colonial society; and although the 
inception can be dated accurately enough - at 1846 - t::-.e 
process of aosorptiorr cfu---mot be said to have ended at any 
given tine. 

-

Nor does tJ.1.o writer clair.1 for it any particular l-h·le of 
ap:;roach or poil:t of vim-,. It is sirlply a study of t:1e 
settlener�ts over a decacle or> so nt the er:.d of \V�:ich cortai.."l 
conc:!..usions emerge on the ioportanc e  of the scher1e m d the 
degree of its success. 

The writer ' s special thanks go to the follovJing: 
to .Professor W.?. Eorrell, for llis [';Uida:r:ce m1d supcrvis ion; 
to the staffs of the Auckland P"llblic Library a..-·"lcl_ of the Dor.1inion 
;\rchi ves ; to L.cs. C. ·.'i. Stra. thern, Hock�'l Librarion for iler 
patient and che erful help; ru-_d to my \'life for her eJ:lcourae;enen.t, 
helpful cri ticistl, and by no nenr-s least, for her typing of 
this thesis. 
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CilAPTER I 

THE BACKGHUUIJD. 

In July 1844 relations between pakeha and northern Maori, 

which for years had been snouldering, finally burst into flo.nes 

when Hone Hake dramatically cut dO'\'Ill the pole carrying the D:.'i tisl"l 

flag at Kororareka, thus openin£; wba t came to be kno\\m as the 

l'T orthern v·Jar. Heke soon proceeded fron the symbolic to the 

more concrete act of revolt. 'l'he tovm of Kororarel,;:a was sacked, 

and as its pe:ro .. n iles s and haggard inhabitants lru1.ded on the beach 

at Auckland, a panic spread ovor the ci t:r. tfnis terror, 

apparent to the friendly ',�aikato tribes, increased whe:'1 the 

people heard tho.t neke was to attack Auckland next full noon. 

out settlers, dreading war of races, congregated about Auc�..;:land; 

several colonists left 'tlle cow:�try and property could be 1;0UG1.t 

at a nominal price. Bl'i ttor1art barracks were entrencl-J.ed ru."ld two 

blockhouses built; a militia ordL1ance was hastily passed, and 

three hundred nen \7ere trained to arr:1s. Fort Ligar, an earthwork 

near the Roman Catholic chapel, was thrown up, and the wii:.dows 

in St. Faul• s Church \'le:r•e barricaded. t 1 
Behind the ev�1ts at Kororareka l ay a period of groTiing 

dissatisfaction amo:ngst the l:laoris. The decline in Kororareka•s 

trading fortunes fu1d tne uncertainty of its prospects after the 

transference to Aucklan<l of the seat of government caused anger 

1 . Thomson. The Story of new Zealand. Vol.II ppl05-6. 
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1n the northern tribes. nesentuent against the government• a 

denanding a ahare frorJ land sales under the ten shilling and 

penny an acre pro clarJa tions added to the unrest. Following 

the publication. of these two regulations the Ma oris around 
<I 

Auckland, those r.1ost affected by it, 'conceived that a frieJ:ldly 

display of their str<.m.gth would produce a beneficial influence 

on the Governor's mind. In order to strike this noral blow 

a feast was celebrated in the ioraediate vicinity of the tmm, 

and crowds of vmrriors intinu ted to the Governor that unless 

tl1e law were modified there night be a g6J.J.eral risil11.3 of the 

people. •2 As the warriors co:ngrega ted on the fer11 plair:. ootween 

f,it. Hobson !Lid Ilt. St. Jobn an uneasy feeling spread over the torm. 

In the south of tlle island r elations were no better. The 

-�·Jairau Massacre had caused deep rese:ntnent at the Conpa:1yt s 

settlenents, uhere the names 'l'e i:lauparaha ru1.d nangihaea ta would 

be anathematised nany times oefore t�wy ceased to plague t�1e 

strait area. 

Underlyil:g the l"estlessness throughout the North Islal"ld was 

the contempt in wl1ich the government had co::--;w to be regarded by 

the i,laoris. Unable to argue througll strength, ·it had been 

forced to appease through wea�m.ess. '.i.'he military force at t:!:e 

disposal of early eovernors was pitifully small - in 1842 it 

consisted of one hundred ru1d fifty soldiers of the 80th regicent. 

2. Ibid. p89. 
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Fitzroy without money and troops, nore intent on doing wlw.t 

appeared just than what was wise, had alienated the settlers 

and lost the respect of the Uaoris who VTore steadil�r reaching 

the conclusion that the settlers could be freely harassed and 

the authority of the govern.men t defied wi tn h1punl ty. 

Then. cane the Northern (far. Heke must have e::tered into 

it cm-:.fidently. Kororareka had been a resou;.::.dil!.0 success for 

him and o.r.1ongst tl1e northern Haoris his name toe£.= on a certain 

glar:wur as his exploits v1ere naJI:ified, 1l1WO Ul:S:.lCCOSSfill 

expeditions against his pas, noral victories for t!:"?.e wily chief 

fu'1.d his associate Kawiti, conpleted the debacle. 

The turning point, however, was near. •out of evil often 

cones good - Captain Pi tzroyl s bffi'lY....:'upt f:i.r1ances brous�"l'c large 

grants of noney ur.:..d. �'-le destruction of .Eororareka l&rge oodies 

of troops. •3 '£he unfortunate .Fi tzroy was recalled, and in �1is 

place c�me Sir George Grey. t'fha:-.1•s to ti1e war, G:re:r' s i:nstruc-

tions \Vhilst still cont:..1ining t:1e old faniliar plU'f.l8"3S1 also 

enjoined him to requi!'e and enforce iDplicit su�Jjection to the 

1 
law.• '± This tir::e he was tc to given the neans to achieve it. 

Stronger then, in men, noney, und t:l;�te!·ials ':Jut also in 

character a:'ld purpose, the nc\1 Gov'.:lr!lOl' took decisive action. 

on a Sunday morni.::g in Januar'y 184G a bod�:- of \r:.rnyard• s troops 

3. Ibid. pl23. 

Morrell, �:;. P. 
and Hussell. 

British colonial policy b the a.<:;e of Peel 

pl2'7. 
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crept into Kawiti' s teuporarily unr:;uardcd Huapekapeka pa• took 

charge, and tben""drove the Maoris LTJ.to the bush, thus virtually 

e:ndi..ng tlle Horthern Vt'ar • Heke and Kawiti pr orrlsed to live 

peacably and the north settled down to a period of quiet. 

Meantihile irt ·the south violenc� had at,e.in broken out when 

some of HangL�aea ta' s nen murdo:>ed an old farmer n.Ed his son in 

the Hutt Valley. 'l�e battle of Boulcotts Farm followed, and 

then the murde� of nore settlers. 

i'or alarm. 

It was .:ellL'1gton• s turn 

Grey adopted charactm'istical ly· forceful �.1easn"C'es. lie 

had na-J.paraha., whom rightly or wrongly he suspected of complicit;:-r 

:L""'l nnngihaea ta • s rebelliousness, siezed a."Ytd :i.1eld in restraint. 

Hangihaeata himst.::lf wa s put to f:i.igl:t, and a subord:Lr.ute c:lief 

·was hanr;ed for ass isting him. '£:he Governor • s r1eth.ods were 

seriously questioned fu:d widely conder.ned, but they were effective. 

A.:-.�art fro:r.1 some lat-.;r violence at ·.;anganui tbe south too was at 

peace, o.11d by the e.."ld of 1846 G·re�: was the acknowledged r:1aster. 

Grey, e.l thou[;h he recog.rlised the i��portlli"�ce of r:1ili tary 

strength to New :t.;ealttnd, did not stop o.t mlitary defeat, 1:Jut 

embarked on a constructive !l::l tive polic:,r. I ts basis was :1is 

own p ersonal influence; its airJ wss to secure the cooperation 

of the natives LJ. the mair.:.tens.nce of peace �1d r_;Qod govcnment 

and to assist in every way t:1eir physical, norc.11 ,  m1d spiritual 

advancement. •Aoove all it \7Bs essential to under•star:.d the 
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Maori people and win their confidence : and Grey applied a 11 

his extraordinary personal gifts to the accomplishment of the 
� 

task.' 5 

Grey had been fortur..a te. Previous Governors had been 

the victims of a colonial policy tr1e ke'J'llote of which was 

retrenchLJent. Peel himself reg:::rded colonies as a liability 

and under him 'l1rcasury exper1di ture on the Empire was pared down 

to a rninir.1llli1 ar�c.l the princi ple th�:t t the land fu:rl:-3. of a colony 

should contribute at least the crcatost part of tile revenue 

towards its 0\'!1 acu·.1inistration <-n:c.�. defence was strenuously 

adhered to. As a result Sl1ortlru1d and uore particularly 

Fi tzroy had fom::.d the governnent they were ac1=i.1''1isterL"lg Ln sore 

financial strnits, and tl:e 'l'reasl�Y ir.1.8istence o:c" econor::y forced 

Fi tzroy to adopt fina:ncial expedients which coEtl•ibutecl to the 

c�aos of his period of office. Grey, o:n tile other hand, was 

the first Governor to have anyt�1ing ap __ roa chi:n.g a strong backilJ.g 

to his covernorship. 

For lie;v Zealand, as for tho rest of -':;Lo Enpire, 1846 ;·m.s a 

turning poi.J1t in another way, sirwe in t}:.at year not only c�id 

one Grey restore a welconc peace and order to the countr;, but 

another and more illustrious Grc:i cace L'1to Hussell' s nir.istry !"'-
as Secretary of State for the Colo:n.ies, bringing to his office 

those qualities of industry, s:nnpathy1 a:nd discretion t'Jbich 

distil1guisb.ed its holder fron his predecessor, the public figure, 

5. Ibid. p3l9. 



6 

Stanley. Himself a statemman given wide powers to shape a 

policy by a �ympathetic head of gove1�ent, Earl Grey was 

fortunate in having able statesmen in the colonies 1n whom 

he could repose a high degre e of confidence and to whom he was 

prepared to entrust considerable powers. 

Bett er times were ahead for Jlew Zealand. 
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CHAPTh'R II 

THE OU'l'Lll'iE. 

1 

It was under tile circumstances outlined in the 

previous chapter that Governor Grey addressed the 

Lieutenant Governor of llew South \1ales in a. dispatch of 

.May 51 18461 in which he stated that although New Zealru1d 

was at that moment in a state of tranquillity and there was 

no 1m1edia te prospect of upneaval, nevertheless any reduction 

in the military force would probably encourage the more 

adventurous chiefs to rebel.l He clain.e<l tba t a force of 

21500 r.1en was necessary, of whoL1 l,ooo wo'-lld be reserved for 

tne defence of Aucb:land. Grey confirmed his estir:-KJ.te in 

cornr..nmica tin� a copy of this dispatch to the Colonial Secretary, 

and urged that the lack of such a force would lead to 's�"l.guinary 

and expensive, yet petty, wars.1 2 on ti:.e oti.1cr hand, wit�1in 

a few years, this force night be reduced to a single reginent 

in favoU!' of a local, and largely native police force . 
Earl Grey, the new Colonial Secretary, replied :Ln Hovenber 

of the sar.;e year.3 Because Br•i tain was faced, he sta tcd, vvi th 

equally pressir1g demands for troops fror.1 ot:hcr parts of tl:e 

1. G. Grey to Lt. Governor li.s.w. (5 May 1846) Enclosure 2 to:-

2. 

3. 

G. Grey to Stanley (14 May 1846): P • .P. 1847, .xii, (Cl�d 763) 

G. Grey to Stanley ( 14 May 1846): P.P. 1847, xii, (Cmd 763) 

Earl Grey to G. Grey (24 November 1846): P . P , 1847t xiv, 
· · !Cmd 7o3 1 
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Empire, it would not be possible to supply the whole of the 

force sought from the regular army. !Tine I:n.mclred men v1ould 

be sent from New South Wales, while a force of very differen.t 

character would be formed in �l.gland for tt!e purpose and sent 

direct to Auckland. This force would be designated as the 

Hoyal New Zealand F'encibles. 'l'l"le nature of thin fo!'Ce a.t'"'ld 

the reasons behind its formation were explained L"'1 a further 

4 dispatch of the same date. 'l'hose cor:1prisin£3 the force were 

to be nen discharged from the army, ei t:1 er with or 11i thout 

pe:-�sions, to be ctravr.:"l fron t11e force of 13,000 such soldiers 

that had been organized for servi ce in England three or four 

years previously tmder a syster.'! \'tbich, accordins to the '>iar 

Office, 'had been fou.'Yld to answer so well at home' •5 

Earl Gre-:r adni t '�ed that ti--.e pensioner soldiers '.'JO :;ld not 

be able to UI:dertake a ll the fur1.ctions of a re;,:;ulo.r force, and 

that 'long m1rches ar1cl fatiguir..g exertions' woulcl be beyond 

then. But as a garrison force for stra te:.:;ic po sts, the 

pensioners would be no less useful than the roGular arr:ry.6 

He reco:mnended, therefore, that they be stationed ir.. the 

vicinity of Auc�:land for the defen c e of the ca)i tal city. 

Then, when the occasion derJandcd, the nore nobile re3ula.r force 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Earl Grey to G. Grey {24 lTovember 1846): P.P. 1847, XV (C!·.ID. 
763) 

War Office order to staff officers of Pensioners (29 Tiovember 

1846) New Zealander (15 tray 1847) 

Earl Grey to G. Grey (24 Novenber 1846): P . P. 1847, xv 
(Cmd. 763) 
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� 
could be released for service at a distance fro� the city, 

while the pensioners took over its defenceJ 
Thus the p ensioners ne1•e to be in effect, 'part-time' 

soldiers, in arms only \1hen the permanent troops were called 

away. For the rest o f  the tir:e they were to satisfy another 

pressing need of a young colony, nmnely the need for agricultural 

labour.8 Here then, in the dual nature of the pensioner force, 

lies both the e ssence of the schene an.d its novel character. 

On the one hand it was an attempt to strengthen the defence 

of the colony, or at least an irnportru:t part of it, and, of 

co�rse, this was its prima�J aim. But as Earl Grey explained, 

the colony did not need a larr;e standinG arny so muc£1 as a body 

of men whici.: could be quickly rulc.l easily mobilize d fo�c the 

suppr0ssion of any uprisine which r.rlt;ht occur. 9 'l'ne::'efore, the 

pensioners might benefit tho colony in the civil sphere by 

increasing the supply of availe.ole wage labour. Looked at 

from another an.:-.::;le, it wus a sc1"1ene o i' coloniza t:.Lon wi.:ic h would 

benefit both the :Mother coillltry and tllo colony, ti:e former by 

relieving her of several hundred men a nd their fanilies who 

might other\"Jise becone a bUl'der:::. and an embarrassnent, the latter 

(for the scheme was far from being merely a way of r s!l.ovelling 

7. Earl Grey to 
(Cmd. 763) 

G. Grey (21 :Hovenber 1846): P.P. 1847, xv, 

8. I bid 

9. Ibid. 
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out paupers' ) by PI'oviding her with the military force and 

the agricultural labour she needed. 

The dual nature of the pensioner fcrce created problems 

and some confusion abOut jurisdiction, which will be dealt 

with later. But t::1e scheme was an ilJ.t;enious attempt to cater 

both for the peculiar circumstances of the colony and also for 

the interests of Great Brita::in. 

2 
The conditions of enrolment were drarm up within a 

fortnisht of the Colonial Secretary ' s first dispatch on the 

subject.lO rl1ilO men c onprisin::; the fo rce were to be no older 

than 48 years, at least five feet five inches in height, and 

of robust constitution. Good ch::trnc tcr and inc.ustrious :Caoi ts 

v�ere to be prerequisites. Enrolment was for a tert1 of seven 

years. Pensioners would receive a free passa.::;e to Hew Zealand 

for thenselves, their �"lives ru.1.c1 faDilies, hav� received an 

advance of pension on enbarkntion to buy, u:ncler the directior.:. 

of their officer, the necessary outfit for the voyage, and once 

in 1Tew Zealand each pensioner was to be put 1n ;?Ossession of a 

two-roomed cottage with an acre of land attac�ed, one quarter of 

10. War Offic e  circular ( 4 December 18 £16) 
(14 ,\ugust 1847) 

J:Tew Zealander 
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which was to be cleared at the p<..<.blic expense before the 

arrival of the corps. He was to receive a further advance 

of pension on taking over his co�tage ru�d acre, to be applied, 

again under the direction of his officer, in providing himself' 

with articles of .fUrnitu re, cooking utensils, sto ck and. other 

necessary iter:1s. All advances of pension thus nade were to 

be repaid by the application of the whole pension while on 

board ship , and one ti1ird of it af ter landing, until the debt 

was cleared. 'lhe cottase and acre were to take t:ne place of 

tl:e annual payr.1ent and enrolment money of £2 which enrolled 

pensioners received :In Engla"!.d. 'rhey were to be occupied 

re.."lt free provided the pensioner fulfilled his 1:1ili tary 

o�lieations and abided by tbe rules �:d regulations laid dovm 

for his guicla...."l.cc. These regulatio::.s demanded rec;ular attendance 

for military exercises on twelve days ruu:.ually, and or .. every 

Sur ... da�; for ouster tu;.der arms at churcl1 parade. 

:: t uas s tro!l(jly empt.asized by Earl Grey that t;:e acre 

allotments were not to be in t:'1e nature of farms sufficimt 

alone to support the pm1sioners. 

'answer the p:.:rpose of r;a::.'dons'. 

Tia tl-:c.:·, he said, they s:1ould 

He considered it desira':Jle 

that they should continue to be wage-eaming labourers, as they 

had been in R!lzland, until b:;'" their orn industry they had 

accumulated enough noney to buy sufficient land to oaintain 
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thenselves independently.ll This intention of the Home authorities, 

however, apparen tly did not coincide with tho se of sane of the 

pensioners, for, if we are to believe one of them •a number of 

pensioners came here for the express purpose of cultivating 

the land on their own account, llJld not to l:ir•e thenselves as 

day lnbourerst.12 

After seven years , the cottase and acre were to becone 

the private property of tr1e pensioner. If he preferred it, 

however, he mic.;ht take instead 25 ncr0s of Ul:cul ti va ted. la:·_d 

at a place to be decided on by t!!e Governor.l3 I£' :he >ad no 

choice in tl1o rna ttGr aEd the go-;ernncn t deoanded ;:is cottage 

and. allotn-,tmt, he was to receive 50 acres. 

undouotedly the pro·.-ision of a cottaGe and acre \78 03 t��o 

clause ri:::ic_. was most attractive to pensioners. Duril:::.; the 

i<'J.vestiga tior:.s of the House of l�epresenta ti ves ? ensione2,s' 

Petitions Comrli ttee in 1856, alnost ever>y pensioner wi t:1es s 

emphecsised tJ.1.at t�1e prospect of h.:..s acquirL:.g a !:.one and sone 

land had been one of the st:;:'o::c;o3t r8aso11s for >is joinil:; 

the force.l4 

11. 1·-D-rl Grey to G. Grey (24 !!ovcmbcr 18,16): P . P .  18'17, xv, 
( Cr1d 763) 

12. James ;,>:i:li te, pensioner, in letter to editor Sout:!::crn Cross 
(26 February 1848) 

13. The anount of land for \J�:ic11 the cottage and acre nisi:lt be 
exchanged voluntarily was later increased to 59 acres, in 
the case of t�1e last two dctac:b.J:Ilents to reach Hew Zealand 
(}ft.ay c..nd Decet::1ber 1852) and was there-_'ore i�crcased to the 

same amount by Go,.Jernor Gre:'" for all detachments. Col. Sec. 
to },I:.ljor Kmmy (29 December 1853): D.A., c.s.o. 1848-1856. 

14. V. & P., ll. of R., 1856: D-23. 
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At the conclusion o f  his t erm of s ervic e ,  the p ens ioner 

would b e come an independent s e t tl er , under no mi l i tary 

obl iga t ions b eyond tho s e of every o ther co loni s t .  Should 

he prefer , howeyer , no t t o  s tay in Hew Zea land af ter the s even 

yea r s , he hims elf would have t o  pay h i s  pa s sage ba d:: t o  mr;land. 

Thu s the s cheme a imed at permm1ent emisra ti on . 

Regula tion s  Yle r e  a l s o la i d  dmvn t o  g ov ern the :ra t es o f  pay 

pens ion e r s  shou l d  r e ceive on duty, the pro c e dur e to b e  ob s erved 

on t!:.e dea t!1 of a pen s ion er b efo re ti:e expiry of �li s t ern o f  

s ervi c e ,  and s evera l o ther mino r mat ter s .  

!u.1 int e1, e s t ing clau s e ,  and one 'Nhic�1 l a  t or evoked sor:1e 

di s cu s s ion , wa s tha t rlnich ma de ea ch p en s ioner sub j ec t t o  t!}e 

pro v i s ions of the J,iutiny A c t  a;.::.c1 J.rtic l e s  o f  ·. ia r , but a t  t:·le 

sanie t im e  s ta t ed t::.a t ' al l  mino:::' o ffenc e s  nay b e  pl.L�i s cd oy 

such f in e s  or by expul sion f ro� the fo r ce , as the Goveino r of 

the c olony for the tine bei.."'l£; may cli r e c  t ' . I t  wa s no t l one 

b efo re G overnor Grey wa s s e ekinG clo.r i f i c a tion o f  :i :i s  p o wer s 

lll r ela t ion t o  the fo rc e . 

F inal ly, it wa s provided ' �,at the gove!'lment wo uld undortaze 

to empl oy the pen s i oner on puolic  wo rks , a t  tl1e r a t e  of pay of 

on e si:1ill il1g and si;.: pen c e  da ily, for t...�e f i rs t  �ce ar , if pr>i va te 

emplo yment could not be o :J to. i.r:.ed wi thin a ra dius o f  f i'TO mil es 

of his c o t tac; e - b eyond ;·;hi e:: cl.i s tn.nc e he wa s n o t perr.1 i t ted to go . 
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If the gov ernment r e quired hi s s ervic es on the pub lic \Vork s ,  

he wa s to r eceive the current rat e o f  wrtges b eing pa id :1n the 

co lony fo r that work . In thi s way ,  the pens i one r s  wer e t o b e  

saf eguarded aGainst an y  initial ilf\rdships they l'!li,3l lt suffer 

bef o re they f ound jobs in t!1e c o l ony. 

3 
The c ondi t ions under whi ch th e o ff i c ers o f  t£1e pen s ion e r  

corps vo lunteered vmre on s imi l ar l ir1e s t o  tho s e  of ::·ered t o  tl1e 

rank and f il e ,  thou3l1 nor e a t t ra c t ive o. s  bef i t tine their s tatu s  

and r e spon s 1 8 i l i ti e s . It wa s propo s ed to s end out s i x  off i c er s  

( one for each deta cli..me11.t )  o f  whom t�1c senio r  v1ou l d  a c t  as 

c orr�andinc; off i c er ,  wi>i l e  tile j un i o r  o ff i c o:;:>s 1:Jot� l d  p erfO I'1.:1 

the duti e s  o f  a d jutx-:t and qua rt0r na s t o r ,  in add i t i ol' l  t o  the 

cha rg e  and p:.:. �rment o f  tr:.e ir r e spe c t ive c cnpuni e s .  1 5 Ra t e s  o f  

pay were t o  b e  the sar;ic as  i n  Erl[;lU..J.d . Ea ch of fi c er ua s t o  

re c eive a four -roooed Ui:fu:"'lli shed ho us e ,  the c o:r:;L�:nndin�� o ff i c er 

a six-rooned �ou s e . In a ·.!.di t 2.on , o f f i c t"'�:' s  wot< l rJ r e c e l  ve c.;:::'ar..ts 

of lane�, a sU-031 torn thirty a c r e s , a cu pttdn f o r ty ,  and the 

c or::u,:and ing o ff i c e!' fi fty , one quart er :_\ ;a in to 0 c  cl ear ed a :;  

the publ i c  exp en s e . 

One conc e s sion fo r w� :ic1: the nen thel· ! s cl ve s \'/O"Llld ln t er 

15 .  L .  Sull i van to Staff off i c e!' S o f  pens ioners { 3  F' e ':>ruar:r 1847 ) :  
D . :� . ,  G 3 .  
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have been grat eful , wa s the. t ,  should these hou s e s  not be 

compl e t ed when the off i c er s  r eacl"'.ed ll ew �ea land, they wer e to 

r e c eive coopens a tion • at ouch rat e  as w ould b e  paid fo r similar 

a c c omr;odation ther e ' unt i l  the hou s e s  wore r eady for o c cupat ion � 6 

A s  with the p en s i oner s ,  the o f f i c er s  were to be c ome ful l  

po s s e s so r s  o f  their hous e s  and o. l l o tnent s af t er the ir s even 

years ' s ervi c e .  But in addi tion , ea c:h wa s t o  r e c e iv e  a grant 

of land e quiva l en t  to tha t grru1ted a r egul a r  o fficer one rank 
l ?  higher in N ow Zealand. 

It wa s a l s o  s ta t ed tha t as the o ff i c er s ' dut i e s  in 

c onn e c tion wi th the pen s i oner f or c e  it s elf could no t b e  

expe c t ed ful ly t o  o c cupy the ir t ime , they woul<l b e  l iabl e 

to ur .. der to.;,:e tile dut i e s  o f  In spe c to r  o f  Mil i t ia ,  I11 s p e c tu r  o f'  

Publ i c  ':"fo rk s ,  o r  C o l oni a l  Uag i s tra tc , i f  s o  r e quired, f o r  whi ch 

s ervi c e s  they \'Jould r e c e i ve a t  l ea s t  £50 per an.."'1Ui'J • 

In o thGr r e s pe c t s ,  the cor�dit i on s  wer e  g eneral ly equ iva lent 

to tho s e  l a id do vm for the rank u:nd fi l e .  

4 

fhe re spon s e  to the pro j e c t  \'m s a k e en  m:e .  

1 6 .  ;rhe rate 'aa s fL"'Ced a s  fo l l ows : 
F ie l d  off i c er - £120 per ar�.un 
Capta in  ... £ 9 6  per rumum 
Subalt ern - £ 72 per ru�um 

S o  nany 

A dai ly ra tion, fuel ar"'d l ibht ing all owru:lc e s  were a l s o  t:;i v en .  
C o l . S e c . to l . iaj o r  Gray (10 D e c enb er 1847 ) :  D . A . ,  c . s . o .  
1847 . 

1 7 . e . g .  a cap t a in v:ould r c c ei ve a rnn jor ' s  grun t ,  a l i eut ena.."1t 
a cnpta in ' s •  and so on . 
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candi da t e s  o ff ered them s elves thu t tbe condi t ions were a lt ered , 
the War O f f ic e narrowing t:i w f i e l d  o f  s el ec t i on by rul ir'-<3  out 

tho s e  pen s i oner s who were o ver f o r ty-five years of a� e ,  o :� who 
had r:1o re thru ,  f ive chi l d.rent8 In l:Ia rci1 1 847 , Earl G r ey info rmed 

the G overnor that the l i s t  o f  cand ida tes fo r the for c e had b een 

col::lp l et e d ,  ll.il.d tlJat a ve s s e l  hu.d b e en  tal�en up to sa i l  ll'! the 

f i r s t  week of 1'.pr J. l wi tlJ. the fir s t  bo dy o f  p en s i oner s } 9 'l'hi s  

f i r s t  group wa s to c ompr i s e me cha:n.i c s ,  s a pp e r s  and nine:t., s  w21o 

were to bo employed in IJ ;.tl ldin; hous e s  f or the r enai.lJ.der o f  

the c o rp s . 'r' 1e n ext deta clrraent wa s to s a i l  in aco ut two nor;.ths ' 

time . In th e s u.me (li s pa t ch ,  tl1e C o l m;.ia l S ecretary inc luded 

a c o py o f  a p l an and s e c t ion of t.� l e  typ e of 11ou s e  re c onr.�ende d  

for use in ti1e s e t t l eracl : t s . 'L�e i!'on vlo :>k ne c e s sary fo r the 

co ttag e s wa s to be s ent on tJ:1e sJ.dp c:.. w.r t e r cd to brinG o·_lt 

tl1 e a dvanc e pa rty . Ea rl u r oy s ta t ::xl. ,  J:::.owever , t1mt he c.li d  no t 

wi sh t o  f e t ter ti;,e G o v e rnor ' s  di s cret i on if he thoug;·: tl1a t t:t e 

type o f  c o t ta � e  propo s e d  wa s n o t  wel l adap ted to the co l o�y, 

though any a l  t e1•a tions t:i.1e Governor mi;s:ht ma ke shoul d  nu tural ly 

b . t• . t' 1 .  it . t . d ' t• 
. k 20 

e w� fll.Il ne l.IJ s p erm1. :; e 0y ne 1.ronwo x•  - a s t a t enent , 

1 8 . L .  Sul ivnn ( ', ·!nr O f :t.'i c e } t o  ;.J tafi:' o ff i c er s  o ·l ,LJC::r: n ionors 
( G  1.1a;:o c!.: 1847 ) :  D . A . , G3 . 

19 . Ea rl Gre;,r t o  G .  G r ey ( 8  Hc�r cl'1 18 .. :17 ) :  D . A . ,  G 3 ,  xi 2. i  C Ti l ita ry )  
'20 · Governor G rey ditl a. l  t er tlle plans , in s u ch a �·m·J ,  !:e c l a imed, 

a s  to s ave £..48 1 v v U . ;.i.'he c��ief a ltera t i on , it a pp ea rs , wa s 
to construc t r dou j 1 e -uni t 1 co t tage s . G .  G!· e:f to Ea rl G r ey 
( 1 1 Novem1.Jer 1847 ) : D . .A . ,  G 2 5/3 , cxvi . 
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inc identa l ly ,  wh ich , a s  a me tapho r ,;  sums up Grey ' a po l i cy 

towa rds his Governors . 

With the fir s t  party due to l eave short ly, then ,  Ea rl 

Grey urg ed the Gov ernor t o  lo s e  no time in c o l le c ting the 

ma te :.- ial s neces sary for the bu il dins o f  the c o t taces , [m_('! to 
s e e  that the land s el e c t ed fo r the s e t t l em C!!lt wa s c l e a red , 

so tha t tl'1e f:!..r s t  pa r ty might b ': a �.)l e to p r o c eed iJ:nne•li u t e l y  

ni t� � the cotta,s e s .21 1'he C o l onial S ecret�1ry a l s o  had 

reconr1 enc1a t ion s to mo.l{e about the l o ca t:.. on of tlle fo r c e .  He 

r ea l i s ed tha t it miGht not be po s s i �l e  t o  pln c e  the � w l e  f o rc e  

in on o vil l ag e .  In ti1 i s  ca s e ,  i t  wa s d e s irn�) l e  t}1a t ther e 

sho "l.ll d b e  thi•ee vi l lac e s , a s  t : i s  r:oul cl. e.;''1.l':�)l e  two o ff i. c cr s  

to b e  placed at ea c�l . 'i'he s e  vil lac;es s �o u l d  ro t be no re than 

two or thr e e  miles apa r t ,  so that the wlwlc f o r c e  ni;l-�t 

ea s ily b e  a s s et'l'::ll ed ,  s o  that one c or.rr:a.iidi.ns o ff i c er rdc:ht 

sup ervi s e ,  and so that one ueci i ca l  offic ep m iGht b - -: n'J l c  to 

carry out a l l  the nec! i cal sup erin t end enc e of the fo r c e . iLl'ly 

wider dispers ion ,  said Eurl G r ey ,  wo � l d  l ead to the n e c e s s ity 

0 :?  
of s epara t e  e s tab l i. sh.men t s  a t  a con s idcre.b l e  expen s e .�� 

l'ill.o thcr r e cor.-rr.1encln tioE nn de by the Colonial S ocro tsry 

wa s tha t the land clJ.o s en  f o r  the s ettl enents sl:o uld 'b e  o f  ;:; ood 

21 . Earl Grey to G .  G r ey ( 8  J..Iarch 1847 ) :  D . " � . ,  G3,  xiii 
( !:'. i l i  tary ) 

22 . I"..::id . 
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quality . t The greater portion,: 1. he wro t e ,  ' o f  the nen s e l ected 

f or thi s  c o rps being practica l  ae;ricultura li a t s ,  they n:J. tura lly 

atta ch great importanc e to tha t part o f  the agr e enont w::1ich 

a s s igns them grant s of land. ' Therefor e ,  if a.Yly inf erior 

land sho u l d  unavo idably bo mixed up wi th the land s e l e c te d ,  

it should be granted to tl1e p Gn s ioners ill addition to t h e  one 

:icre to whi c:i.1 they were e:n.tit l ed. 2 3 

F inal ly, Earl Gre�,r propo s ed. tllat a certa in po r t i or_ o f  the 

lar1d adj a c ent to the nil i ta::::r s c ttl enen t s  s!l0uld be s e t  a s ide , 

over \7� i i ch t:1c pens ioners night have precnp t ..'.. on r ic;llt s f o :- th:r·ee 

yea r s ,  1n the proport i on ::.> f  five a cr e s f o:- priva t e s , t en  acres 

for non cor.:ni s s i oned o:Cf i c ur s , and fif ty a c ::."os f o r  o f f i c c!' s . 

'i'i1e pr i c e  to b e  pai cl f o :' ti1i s l and YJoul cl  b e  f ixed ·-- Y t- :c G o v erno r .  

This importru�t pro v i s ion wa s prompted b y  l: :a rl GJ.' ey '  s r co.r t!. :a t 

thi s  land rJiGht o t::.-:crvii s c  b e  : Jous::t up by s pe culo.tor s ,  \'li th tile 

r esul t tha t t::e pc.."1.s ioner s ,  if they wi shed to expar..d their 

the incr ea s e  in va l u e  of ·;;>i ci:2 t:1cy th....:1�s elvos  : ·_::1 d  b e en 

? �  
r e spon s ibl e .- - T��e land j obbL'"'lg a:ad spe cul a t i or.. rC i c:� l�nd 

pla[;u ed Auckl B..L"'1d ' s earl y  :::.. s tc IJ" l cn t po i.nt to thi s r e cor.:rr·:enc1a t ion . 

'rhi s ,  t!1en ,  c or.:pl c t ed tllc stru c tur e of the arrang er.1cn t s  

b y  which the p en s ioner s v1c:,e t o  b ec or.'ic hl1:d om�e!' S . 

23 . Ibi d .  

2 4 . Ibid. 

Tne t errJs 
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wer e inde ed generou s .  Earl Grey ' s pro v i s i ons , however, had 

b e an  made without ru1 �t ina t e  knowl edg e of l o cal circums tan ces ,  

and imposed a rather heavy burden on the Governo r .  F o r  the 

l iteral carrying out of his recor.nnendu tions , a large area 

{ roughly b e tween thr e e  thou sand and f our thousand acr es ) of 

unso ld land of goo d quality ll1 the imnedia te vicinity of 

Auckland wa s requir ed - cer tainly a ta l l  order . 



20 

CllAP'..CETI I I I  

'l'l iE PHO SPECTS . 

L e t  us :no \'1 c xrL.:in.c tl1e pro spe c t s f o r  Ea rl Gr ey ' s s cher:.e 

a s  th ey appeared a t  tha t s tage . 

Ea r l  G r e;;· c onc eded on e po int a t  t:-:e out s e t .  ' I  arJ a·1:are 
1 

tha t hi therto di s cl1art; cd s o l di ers have r;.o t pro v ed g o o d  s et t l ers . '
-

In Canada , a c c o ::::-'din;; to L ord Du:::.hmn , t:i: e  exper h:!a'Yl t o f  pen a ion er 

et::J.igra t i on l:ncl b e en a traJ i c failure .  

' 'L·lc: mo s t  s t r ikinG e::�r.:p l e  hO \'lever , o f  ti1c wa:.:.t o f  sys t er:1 
m:.C. p r c c a u. :.: i on on t��c part o f  the c.; o verr.ncn t , i s  t}:n t of 
ti1e o l d  s o ldi e r s , t :.;rued cou.m t e d  p en s ::. oncr s ,  o f  w�::on 
nc:J.rly t:n·ce tho u s u...�d r ,: a c::ed th0 c o l m1 2.:e s  in t:-.e �··oe.r s 
1 832 Clld 1 833. nc.ny of ther.l lar.ded in Queb ec , b ef o r e  
t h e  ir. s tr<..l c t i ons ��ad b e en  r e c eived i n  t�:c c o l or::.y to pay 
then tf': e sur.2 s to \'( � i ch tl1e:;· were e:lt it l e<.l on the ir arriva l , 
n:'ld c v e:n j c f o r e  t::c P:;:' o vi:1c i a l  G O v crr:rw:;:: t �G:c•.•: o f  t}:. eir 
dep:J. rtur e fro.-.1 :&�z.; land . W1ny of thcr: s�) e:n t t::o ar::ou:-n. t 
of t�� eir c m:·.L,u tu t ::. o1:.  I.�oney in dcbc.:.uc l1 cry, o r  \7Cro robb ed 
of i t  r(L: el � ir.:.toxi c�; te d .  Liany n ever a t t er::pt ccl t o  s et t l e  
on tl1e l fuid w:1i c� : •;;� s D.\'IC\ :�ded to t/'_er.1 ; :::t:"..:.' o f  � �o s e  w��o 
r1ade tile a t :; e8pt , s ov el' ['. l  \'1e·2e m�abl e to c1 .. i s cover ·:.l: cr e ­
ab ollt s i.L tl:c ·;;:l. hle:,.,ne s s  the ir t;r c.mt s  WC'l' e s i t u :.:t t ecl .  
t:n...."1y o f  t > . cr:r S O l d  t� :eir I' i[;ilt to the land fo r U t1Gre 
tr if l e  !U'l('.. '.'!ere l eft ·,vi t::L: a f e'\J we ek s cf tLe i l•  arrival 
in c. s ta Jc �  of a":J n o lut e want . O f  t�: e vL:o l e  nuJ:Jb ol� v:_�o 
landed jj: t:�c c o l o; 1i e s , prob�lb ly :no t  or_ c "� •1. ti:r e e  n t t cnpt ed 
to e s ta ;.J l i s�1 t:lmJ s clvcs on their t_,;r:::.nt s a:nd no t one in 
s ix r er.1a iH s et t l o c1. tr2 ere a t  tl:e pr csen t t ine ; t:i:.e r erJn inder 
g en er a l ly l ir:g m•ed in tl".e v i c ini t:r o f  tl:.e pri : � c i pn. l  to·.m s , 
r1ller e the·;;- cont r i v ed t o  pi e}: up a s ub s i sten c e by b eg _; iilg 
arlc: o c ca s io:r:al l :.: '...lour . Grea t 12un:J e r s  p er i shed ;--;; i s cra oly 
iL t _ _  .:: t G :;·curs of c . :o l era , or b :;· d i s ea s e s  eJ.:g ond.ored b:r 
e;�po sllro m:d priva t i ons , and ag<..;rava t e d  by t:::.e i r  di s s o lut e 
hso i  t s .  'LlC ma j o rity o f  the::: have a t  l e:Llt;tll di sap)ea red. 
rr _ _  e s itua tion o f  t!1o s e  \'lho surviv e ca l l s  l oucl:r for sone 
r:: c a su ;: e  o f  ir.Jnedia t e  r e l i ef ;  i t  i s  one o f  extr c!:le de n t itut ion 
and suf f c rint; .  'l'hcir land i s  a lr�o s t  entir e ly us e l e s s : 

1 .  Earl Grey to G . G r ey ( 24 lTovenber 1846 ) :  P . P . l 8 47 , X"'l, 
( Cnd 763 ) 
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they carmot obta in any adequat e  e1np l oyment e i ther a s  
farm labourers or a s  dorJe s t i c  s ervant s .  A t  tho 
c ommencement of every wint er , therefore , ti.1ey are thrown 
upon the c.i 18. r i  ty o f  individua l s .  In tlle Upper Pro vinc e 
the ir s i  tua t i o:n i s  equal ly deplo rabl e ;  and nlllibers r.ms t 
have peri shed f rom ab s o lu t e  s tarva t ion i f  they ha d not 
b e en f ed by tl:e Provincia l e;overnment . I conf idently 
tru s t  tha t the i r  pen s io11s may b e  r e s tor e d ;  n n .:.! tha t in 
future , whenever the Gove:::n:ment sha ll il1t erfere dir e c t ly 
o r  indir e c tly in promo t ing the enigrn tion o f  poo r per s ons 
to the se colonie s , i t  wi ll be UJ.l.de r  s ome sys t euat i c  
arra.ng en en t s  ca l c"Ula t ed t o  prevent the s el e c t i on o f  c la s s e s  
di s qualif ied f ron ga ining by their relllo va l ,  and t o  g-u.ard 
the o th er cl a s s es f ror� the n i s f o rtune int o  whi cll  �.:hey are 
now apt to f a l l  throug£1 igno ranc e o f  t�1e new country ar..cl 
the want o f  a l l  prepa::.'a t i on for t�: ei r  a i'ri va l . ' 2 

Lord Dur:nam ' s p ic tur e wa s t.;rirn . iJu t who. t wa s r:1o s t 

unpromi s ing fo r l i ew Zea Lu .cl wa s no t i- :.is a cco unt o f  tl:e priva tions 

c o l l a p s e  oi' t!1e pen s ion er e::.;igra tion s ci : e:�e in C mLtda wa s 

undoub t e dly due , a t  l ea s t to a gr ea t e:xte11t , to i:� cf "� i c i cnt 

contro l o r  ev en to a ba s i c a lly UL s our.:.cl po :;. i cy . 'The s e  r:.eed 

r:.o t  be repro du c e d .  Dut tJ.1e iupl i c:J. t io:;:l o f  Durham ' s  c oJ:!I;::entary 

wa s tha t no s cheue o f  pen s i oner er::iG1'3. ti on ,  hovwver we l l  dev i s ed 

o r  eff i c i e:n.tly c oLduc ted, wo�ld suc c e ec.. , s inply o e cause r.:.i l i tary 

pa'l'l s i oners wo "':.ll d ! :.c t ,  c ould r:.o t ,  b e c oue c o l o!:i s t s . 

The ca:-�: diar. s cheo e ,  ti1 C:L' efor e ,  had fa i l e u ,  a c c o rd.:il:s t o  

Durl::.a.n , f o r  tYJO ma j ol"' r ea s ons : in tl:e :'ii• s t  pla c e  8ecuus e t:� e 

s cheme wa s badly conceived and incomp e t entl:/ exe cut ed ; in. th e 

s ec orld pla c e ,  b e cau s e  tho s e  s ent o ut w e r e  ur;. s u '�.isfo.ctory 

2 .  Durham repo rt ( ed .  Luca s ) v2 , pp . 257 - 9 .  
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c o loni zing ma t eria l . 

The Co lonia l Offi c e ,  ho wever , did n o t  a c c ept Durham ' s  

v erdi ct a s  fina l .  Pro f i t ir:Lg , no do ub t ,  by the unhapp�.r 

exp er ien c e o f  the Canadian e xp erimen t , i t  devi s ed a nur.1ber 

o f  saf eguards aga in s t  a l' epetition in N ew Z ealand o f  that 

fa ilur e . Ea rl G r ey admit t ed , a s  ha s b e m1 s een ,  that di s cha rg ed 

s o l di e r s  had no t proved good s et tl ers , but he con s idered tha t 

thi s  had ar i s en b e cause ' m m!  accus tomed duri!lg the gr eater 

part o f  their l iv e s  to b e  con s ta:n.t ly i..mdt-)r the c a r e o f  their 

o ff i c er s  and t o b e  l ef t  very l it tl e dep endent upon th eir own 

f or e thought and p1·o v i den c e ,  have been s ent into o ur  c o loni e s  

und er no super ln.tende:nce wha t ever· , and l ef t  to s� lift for 

them s el v e s  uncler c i r cums tan c e s  a l to g e ther novel to ti.1er1 ,  and 

under diff i cul t i c s  vd tll w.i.liC!:l tl1ey wer e l it t le f i t t e d  t o  c on tend '  •0 

I t  wa s f o r  thi s r e a s on tl2at of f i c e r s  in pernune..'>lt pa: ·  \'! ere t o  

b e  s ent o u t  w i th the F en c ibl e s ,  and wer e  t o  exer c i s e  a large 

mea s ure of control over t11eo . Moreover , th e fa c t  t�a t the 

men would have to c oEtinu e  to la�o ur f o r  wu � e s  f o r  a number 

o f  years wo ul d p1•ov ide a c erta in cont inuity v'.ri th their foruer 

way of l if e ,  and avo id to o abrupt a b7 eak w i th the ir pa s t ,  to 

whi ch th ey might f L'l1d dif f i cu l ty in a c custor.1ine:; thcms e l  ves . 

Earl G r ey to ok guidance f ron the hi s to ry o f  Bri t i sh Hor th 

Am eri ca in ano ther way. The danc er from Indians had nec e s s itated 

the groupin0 togetl1er of villages in the ll ew Engl and s t a t e s ,  

3 . Earl Grey to G .  Grey (24 Noveober 1846 ) :  P . P .  1847, xv ,  
( Cmd 763 ) 
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an d  t h i s  aggloneration o f  s e t t l enent s , he b el i eved, had 

contribut ed greatly to the i r  s uc c e s s .4 I t  w a s  a s erious 

defe c t ,  ·he con sidered, in the s tat e of s o c i ety in t'lo n t  of 

the r e c ently e s tab l i shed Bri t i sh s e t tl erJ cnts , t�e.t the 

popul a ti on wa s mo r e s cat t er ed than it wa s in Bri ta in , and 

than 1 t had b e en  in the N ew El:.gland s tat e s . In c an  ... de. the 

s i z e  of the grruit s to pen s i on er s - lOO a cr e s  fo r a priva t e ,  

20 0 f o r  a s erg eant - had b e en conducive t o  th i s  s ta t e . 5 

Therefo r e  the p en s i oners and their fard l i e s  \Ver e t o  b e  0roup ed 

in v i l lag e s ,  as near Auckl and as po s s ib l e .  

the f ir s t  pla c e ,  pro vide mor e  s e cur ity f o r  then ru�d a t  the s ane 

t ime r ender tt'l e pen s ion e r s  mo r e  r ea di ly ava i l ab l e  for D i l l  tary 

duty .  1lor eover , thi s ar:'ruJ.g er:-! er.�.t wou l d  be n o  r e  c o�1vcn i ent 

fro:.� the r e l ig io us and educat _ ona l viewp o int s .  

L o rd DurLan had depl o r ed the way the p en s i oner s had 

s quaildered the i r  c or:1m.uta t ion �::one:r . Hi s cri t i c i sr?1 o f  the 

thoughtl e s s  manner in w::i ch the pa�ment of thi s DOEc:r �va s 

carr i e d  o ut has b e en  conf irned by one co re r c c a�t 
c. 

.j.. ' • .1- 0 
au ..... � o r �  '-'Y . 

Some t im e s  men w e r e  paid a l l  the ir comrnuta tier� r:on e:r 1:::.. advan c e ,  

spent i t ,  ��d then r efus ed to l eav e .  Others wa i t ed r10nths in 

Canada f o r  pa:�-ment , drift ing s t eadily into r:1 i s ery, crime , E4"'1d 

abs o l u t e  poverty . The tJaximum per i o d  for wl-:i ch a man cou l d  

4 .  Ibid. 

5 .  
r c .  

C owan , ll e l en  I .  British emigra tion to Br i t i sh N or th Anerica, 
1783-1 837 . p . l  • 

cowan , op.  c i t .  pp . l97-8 . 
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conmrute h i s  p en s i on wa s four year• s , and by c ormi1uting , he 

surrendered all clain on tlle government .  �l 1 836 the Up�er 

C anadi an L eg i s lative Coilllci l  and A s s embly p e t i t ioned the 

C o l onial Off i c e  for the 1; 0lsions of the de s ti tut e to b e  

r es t ored . Ti:1eir pl ea wa s r efused. ' I t wa s the ir opinion 

tha t the pensioner s had r e c ei ved a l l  tha t wa s d:.1 e  to then 

from the ir c o un try - th eir corrxru.ta t :Lon . ' 7 

The c omuuta t i on pr•inc ipl e ,  therefo r e ,  was r e j e c t ed in 

the 1 i  ew Zealand plan . 'r� te p en s i oner wo ul d  have a c ons tant 

sour c e  o f  il10ome ,  but no e;rea.t B.Llotmt whi ch c ould be s quandered 

l eaving him peffi _ i l e s s .  �-�lwr e  an advanc e o f  p en s ion wa s t o  b e  

nade , i t  wa s f o r  a s pe c if i c  purpo s e  and i t s  spencli E[; wa s t o  be 

sup er v i s e d  by an o ffi c er . 

By t!l e s e  means , then , tl1c Co lonia l and ·. :ar Offic e s  so:..;.sht 

to avo id t�1e mi s tak e s  tKl c:�e lll Cml. c1a , and to en sur e ,  thi s t ime , 

tha t pen s i oner enigra tion di d nu t fa il throu:;:-� the ir rn sma..""lat; enen t 

or ind if f erenc e .  For indiffei' en c e  there had b e en .  • Fron the 

f i r s t  the purpo s e  in vi ew i.."l the s e tt l em ent of Cne l s ea pens ioner s 

app ear s to hav e b e en t o  devi s e a means by w�_i cll so ldi er s exi s ting 

in the Briti sh I sles wi th di f f i c u l ty on a meagre yearly pension, 

could establish tnems elves in the c o l on i e s  at a sual l c o s t to t:he 

government . Tha t such an ob j ec t 1.U1qua lified by wo rthier r1o tive s 

did no t suc c e ed in obtainll1g s et t l e r s  s ui tab l e  f o r  the Anerican 

7 . Ibid. p . 2oo . It was s tat ed i..'Yl tJ::e New Zealander ( 15 
S eptenb er 1 847 ) that the pens ions of a nut1ber of the men 
were la t er res to red. '.rl1e authority for thi s i s  not known , 
and no menti on of such r e s tora tion i s  made by Uis s  C owan. 
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provin c e s  is n o t  surpri s ing . ' 8 The n ew Zea land s cheme 

r epr e s en t ed on a dvan c e  no t on l y  in the t e cbnique o f  c o l on i z a ti on 

but a ls o  in the off i c ia l  n t t i tude towa rds i t .  The plan bear s 

the s tanp o f  a mo r e  g enerous int er e st in the welfare of the men 

whi ch i s  in cha ra c t er wi th t1 1 e  prevailing n ew the ori e s . The 
p en s i oner would come from the s� l.ip to a c o t t aG e a."'l.d a l l o t"CJen t .  

He would b e  a s sured of labour f o r  a t  l ea s t  a :rea r  with the pub l i c  

wo rk s , with the l ikel ihood o f  hav ing a demmld fo r }J. i s  labou r 

fro!!l pri va t e  enpl oyer s . He wo t�l d en j oy an e quab l e  c l int� t e ,  

nnd a s o cial l ife anonc s t  nen o f  hi s 0 \\!1 as e ,  int er e s t s  and 

exp er i enc e . I!c would s t i l l b e  s L..:b j e c t  to a suff i c i ent degree 

o f  mi l i tary di s c ip l i n e  to pro t e c t b o th the c encru l pub l i c  a.11.d 

hln s el f . Hi s fore s e eabl e  future wa s u s s'...lr e d .  

But L o rd Durhan ' s ob �: e c t i on s  wont deeper , tou cl1ins �11l1a t 

he c onsider ed t o  b e  a ftll'ldamcnts l weab1 c s s  in any plan f o r  

pens ioner ecigra t lon .  N o  arJOU!lt o f  sup ervi s i on , hm7 ever 

eff i c ient , he ir:lpli ed, coul d turJ.1 cli s c : : a rg ed s o l d i ers D'-to 

sui tab l e  c o l o:l i s t s . �:nere r..:;us t  have b e er: r'la:r:.y wl-,o sha red 

thi s view,  a s the cur r en t  ophlion of th e s o l di ery as a c l a s s  

wa s s ingula rly �avoura� l e .  T�e Specta tor , for exaDpl e ,  in 

an ar t i c le evoked O'J the prop o sal of t!1e s c hen e ,  l i s t ed tt.e 

three qua l i t i e s i t  cor� s ider e d  the mo s t  ess ential in a good 

co l oni s t ,  nanely, hab i tual t eDperanc e ,  hab i tua l L"ldus try , and 

8 . Cowan, op . ci t .  pp . l95-6. 
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habitual s el f -r elian c e ,  o f'  whi ch qualities the c la s s a s  a 

who le had none . :N ext t o  convi c t s , i t  h eld , the p en s i oners 

9 
were the wo r s t  po s s ib l e type of emigran t . Wil liarn Fox, an 

unsparing crit i c  o f  the s cheme , wro t e  that • wi th the s ingl e 

exc eption of convi c t s , it wo uld no t b e  po s s ib l e  t o  s el e c t  a 

wor s e  cla s s  fo r emigra tion than o l d  broken-down so ld ier s ,  

s t iffened in t o  oi l i tary habi t s , or onl y  rel axed by the vi c e s  

o f  barra ck s and can t e �1 s . 1-i o r  are their f an i l i e s l ikely t o  

b e  much b e tter t:C.ru: tlwrJ s e l  ve s . ' 10 

The di smi s sa l wa s sr;e epL:.g eno ugh , but at lea st the 

regu l a t ion s had b e en f'raDed t o  ensure tha t onl y t>o s e  wi1o we ' e  

phys i c al l y  capabl e  o f  b en ef i t ing wer e s el e c t ed to er:1igra t e .  

There app ear s  to hav e  b e en  no suc21 r e s tr i c t i on in the e a rl i e r  

plan .
1 1  The shortcoming s o f  t�:c r:1 en  had b e en r ecor;rd s ed a...""lcl 

taxen into e c c m.mt in t::.e dra ·:ri.r.c up o f  the s c�er1 e .  :.'lhet�1er 

the tran s i t i on fron r::.i l itar:: to p i one erinc l i f e  ccu l d  be effe c ted 

in s even year s rema ined to be s e e:n . • 

di s c ipl in e ne c e s sary f o r  the welfar e o f  the o l d  s o ldi er s wa s 

conpa t ibl e w i th t;'le fro edor.1 and independenc e wlli ch were r esn rded 

b�r many as 1ndi spen s ib l e  ir. the co lonis t , could only be f our .. d. 

by exper ienc e . 

But the pro j ect had nuc l1 to co:r:r1r.1end i t . A s  the lT ew ZeaLo.nd.er 

9 . Spe cta tor ( 6  March 1847 ) quo ted in N ew Zeal3!'..der ( 1 5 
S eptember 1847 ) 

10 . Fox . The s ix colon i e s  o f  H ew Zea land . p . 44 .  

1 1 . Cowan, o p .  cit.  
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said l if people s o  sub s tantia lly a ided , then , do no t b ecome 

pro ductive and u s e ful c o l on i s t s , it is not the plan • • •  tha t 

mu s t  b e  cen sui• ed ,  but the means a dopted by the l o ca l  autho1• i t i e s  

in carrying i t  out - or an extraordina ry unworthin e s s  in the 

pen s i oner s  th ens elve a • .  
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The f i r s t  d e tu c�JI:1ent of p ens ioner s , under Capta in Kermy 
1 

arr i v e d  from L ondon by the w:mi l li e s on 5 Augus t ,  184'T. 

During the next e ight months e. fur tl1er f iv e  c o;,}pani o s arr iv ed 

a t  fa ir ly regular i:: : t erval s .  Earl Grey, a s  ha s been s e en ,  

had pror:�i s ed an adva:l.lCO lJu.rty t o  help pr epare f or tl1e p en s ioner 

for c e  prop el" • Ins t ea d ,  t11G p ur ty o f  sapp er s and r;1inor s ( B..l!.d 

then only tJ.1ir t e t'"� :  o f  th em ) C8r:1o with Capta iil.  Kenny ' s de ta cbnent . 2 

The voyag e fron �1(� l&'1.d ous t  have b e en an ordea l for nru1y 

of the pen si oner s x-J.d mor e  e sp o c in l ly ti:1 eir wives and fami l i e s . 

The s e cor:cl cor:1p�my l'C�� cl·. ed l i uw Zealnnd in the Uinerva , af t er 

r1ha t wa s d e s cri":) ed a s  a 1 very favotu"ab l e  pa s s age ' , havill..g ':J e Gn 

a t  s ea on ly ninety-four days , d e sp i t e  the fa c t t::a t one woman 

and s ix chi ldr en di ed dur ing t�:�e voyat;e� L i eut en�'..;.:.t o .  ·a .  

Gray ' s divi s i on ar rived off t;· .. e C l if ton in Janua ry 1 8 48 , af t er 
Li 

a tra _ _  i c  voya c e  du:c i'-lG w�li C� ! ti.�o:::.' e  had been f or ty- s ix deat�1. s , -

c:i::i ef ly auon:;.; s t  t::c ci.li l dr el'l , &.d a s  a r e s u l t  p l"i:-.. c ipal l:r o f 

sma l l  pox and t:rphu s f ever� Inf luenza caus ed trJelve dcat:hs 

1 .  r ew zeuh-'.nder , 7 1\u.-;us t 1 847 

2 . Ibid. 

3 .  Hew Zealander , 9 O c tob er 1 847 
'� • N ew Zealander , 26 January 1848 

5 .  '."Jakef ield, Edward Jermine:;�1.an , A handbook f or r : ew Zealo.nd 
{London 1848 ) p376 
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among s t  Li eutenant Hickson • s c or:1pany and ti1e ir f an i l i e s  who 

arrived 1n Nay 1848 � The Governo r p e r s ona lly in sp e c t ed every 
ship v;h i cl1 brought pen s i oner s :1r�.cl e xpr e s sed s a t i s f a c t i on a t  t- :e 

way the emigra ti on wa s conducted. He did suge; e s t ,  ho·acver � 

that mo re shoul d be provided o f  tho s e  kincls o f  f o c d  sui tabl e 

. 7 
for young &Ld deli cate childrm� .  

The co mpo si t ion of the f o r c e  i s  int er e s tins . I t  s>owed 

a s trong pr eponderan c e  of Iri s!:1nen m1d t o  a l e s s or ex t P ... :nt , 

Roman ea tho l i c s . F igur e s  taken in 1 8 5 1  for t�:e fii' s t  :Ja. ttalion 8 
9 

show tha t o ver two thirds o f  t:01e uen car.1e fror:1 I r eland ,  end 

whi l e  no f i 2,-ur e s are ava i l abl e for tile s e cond b a t tal ion ,  l i s t s  

of nar.:w s nad e  f or different 1Yll::'po s e s  suece s t  a sirCJilar b i a s . 

One f i f th of the f i r s t  bat ta l i on came froD Fl1C;land and n hnndful 

of S c o t s compl e t ed tl1e fo p c e . 'l'lle no s t  oovious r ea s on f o P  t{!.e 

l a rg e  propor t i on o f  Irishnen in tl:. e f e-;.1 c ib l e s  l i e s  in the 

e c onomi c condition of thei r  country. In 18 4 5 ,  it Yli l l b e  

r ememb ered, the grea t e s t  p o t a t o  fam'ine :L:. her l:. i s tory }:ad 

s truck Ireland m:.d b egun to dr ive t·,:.c usands to er:;igra te to the 

United S tat e s , I3ri tail1. her self , and t11 e Erlpir e ;  and s in c e  there 

i s  no rea son to suppo s e ti1a t the pen s i oners suf f ered a.'1.y l e s s 

6 .  New Zealander • 17 I��ay 1848 .  

7 .  G .  Grey to Earl G rey ( 4 Augus t ,  1 848 ) :  P . P .  1849 . xv, 
( Cmd 1120 ) 

8 . The whol e pen s ion er f o r c e  ::: :acl oeEa1 organi s ed i:r:.to two 
ba t tal ion s  in 1 849 .  

9 .  L t .  Co l .  V·/ynyard to G .  Grey ( 29 Uarcl1 1 851 ) D . A . �  G . l 8 ,  
c c.cxl v.i i i .  
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s ever ely than o ther s e c t ions o f  the popula tion , the laree 

number o f  Iri sr�en 5� the corps can be said to r epresent one 

fa cet o f  that emigra tion .  

1'he tria l s  of the immigran t s  wer e no t over once ti1ey r on ched 

t!1e s£10 res of the colony. Earl Grey ha d gi van the Governor 

ins tructions in November 1 846 to pro c eed at onc e with the 

carryinr; out o f  the prepara t i ons for the arriva l of the f i l• s t  

compani e s . He wa s ordered ' iDmedia tely to det ermine upon 

the s i t e  and pla:n o f  t!1e s e  villages 1 •10 This ir ... junctio!"l � :ad b e en  

repea t ed 111 the fo llowing Har c1:1 .1 1  .Allowing , then. , . b e twee11 three 

and four mon th s  for th e fir s t  cli spa t c! 1  to rea cl.� ri ew :6ea J.m1d1 

Governor G r ey had ro ughl-:.r r o -....<r :wnt:�s in vthi ch to carry out :1i s 

in s truc t i on s . Ye t wi..1en the f i r s t  cletachnent arr ived, no t ever1 

the s i te of the first vi l la6e had been de c ided upon . For s ix 

w�: eks Ea jor Kenny ' s nen ru:..d their fani l i e s  r ena in ed on ::Joard 

t�ne Rarnillies  b efore moving into thoir tenpo raFy barracks on 
., ? 

shore ,..!. and wai t ed another s imilar period before moving t o  tr�c 

s i t e  o f  the il ... villar; e .
13 Ho s t o f  the o ther c o::�:p1.llli c s  suff ered 

in t h e  sac1e way from the s e delays b e f o r e  being l o ca t ed .  

'l'he reason f o r  t.:.-1e fi 1• s t delay wa s Grey • s vacilla tion o ver 

the s i t e .  I t wa s a t  f i r s t  0en -..:r a l ly ur1der s t o od that uneJ::u:::_ga 

10 . Earl G r ey to G .  G r ey ( 24 I:I o venu er 1846 } : P .  P . 1847 1 .xv ( C1ID763 ) 

1 1 . Earl. Grey to G .  Grey ( 8  11�1r ch 1 847 ) :  D . A . ,  G 3 .  xi i i .  ' 

1 2 .  Southern Cro s s ,  4 liovenbcr 1 847 . 

1 3 . N ew Zea lander , 1 7  NovGBb er 1 847 . 
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1 4  
had been cho s en .  Ac cording t o  the New Zea lander , sawn t lnber 

wa s c ontrac ted for and the c o t tag e s  were a 'Jout to b e  buil t ,  

when it wa s made knmvn tha t a s e t t l ement further a way from 

Auckland ba d b e en de cided on uncl the Onehtmga pro j e c t abandoned .  

In the mcantin e ,  nany of the pen s ioners had already made 

agr e ement s  with Au ckland onpl oyer s .  T!1e s ur ve:ro r -e; enera l wa s 

dispa t ch ed in the g o vernme..J.t s cho onor t o  examine the nort::.�ern 

c o a s t l in e  in s earch of a def ens ibl e po s i t ion . S everal po s s ib l e  

s i t e s wer e v i s i ted, a s  far north a s  Keri-Ker i . Thi s l ed t o  a 

further c ompl i ca t i on .  The l il<.:e l iho o d  o f  havinr; a E;ar:!' i s on 

t own e s tabli shed w i thin hi s s phere of inf lu enc e ,  arou s ed the 

ire of the veteran I Ieke . '11J.1e o l d  c};,i ef l et it b e  lmovr.tl tha t 

1 5  

he yvould r e;ard t[!G arriva l  o f  the !)("'n s i on ers il1 c er tnin spe cif ied 

l ,.. 
di s tri c t s  a s  n dec 1ara t ion o f  nar .- °  F o rtur.a t ely, the i ssue \·Jas 

never j o ined as the surveyor-geEcra l and h i s  s taff riere r e cal l ed 

before any defin i t e  plm: s  had b e c..Tl mnde .
1 7 

t;'Jlla t eve� -tho :- ea s on 

fo r i t  wa s ,  tlle nor th ern pro j e c t  wa s nos.:ndon e d .  'J.':{le rever s i on 

to the o r iginal cho i c e ,  one�m2:ca , nns s oneti·,:Lns f o r  t(:, i ch the 

pen s  l oners c ou ld b e  gra t of':.� l . It i s  doub tful w1 � e t>er , t> .. row�'l 

abruptly int o  a rugged 1 fro:r2.t ier 1 exi s 'c en c e  under the t��reat o f  

an 1roi!ledia t e  campaign nsa i:ls t  t:1e : :aori s ,  they would hnv e  survived. 

1 4 .  N ew Zealander , 1 6  O c tober 1 847 . 

1 5 .  Ibid. 

1 6 . Ibid . 

17 . Ibid. 
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A t  l e a st tl:.e eventual chara c t er o f  the s chei·:ie wou l d  have b e en  

va s tl ;; d if f er ent fror.1 tha t envisar;ed by the Co lonial S ecr e ta ry, 

by the War Off i c e ,  and by the men theas el ves . Sone o f  the o lder 

s et tl er s , t o o , were al arrwd by the idea o f  p l a c ing Capta in Kenny 

nnd hi s nen a t  Eahurm'lg i ,  and their opinio:"l s o f  the pro j e ct 

1 8  
wer e summed up in t.he n i cl::nane they gave t o  t.:-:a t town - Kil lker..ny . 

I t  i s  di ff i cul t  to s e e  wha t Gre:;r co uld have hoped f o r  in even 

cont empl a ting a s i t e in sach a :ror; ion . C er tc. inly the cho i c e  

o f  it wou l d  h · v e  r�n c otrr:t Gr t o  evor .. ;j O l"'Uer and r e cmmne..'l'ldat i on 

g iv en b:,r h i s  supe r i o r s  on LlG sub j ect . The o u t cone o f  tbi s 

inde c i s im: wa s only unc ertai:r:ty and d i s c or::f o r t  anronr; s t  th e 

p en s i oner s , l o s s  o f  tine , �-ld a l s o  a l o s s  o r  ava i l abl e t inb er 
1 9  

v1?: i ch exa s ,tJcr a t ed c ontra c to r s  � :a d  ship_� ed o ff t o  o tl1Cl' s e t t l enen t s . 

onc e the perm::me.."lt s it e  had b e en  c :1o s en ,  hor1ever , L1e 

ere c t ion o f  the h�t s  c o ul d  p:'o c ee(l ,  and durir,z O c t ob er 1847 , 

two l arg e t eLipo rar:.' sheds , each one htJ1dred f e et l on£; , we:>e bui l t  

2 0  
a s  t er.:porary a c coll1Llo da t i on .  11'1e s e  s::1eds c m1. hav e pro '.'ided 

l i t t l e  b et t er living c ondi t :Lons thm:.. t�:..c s e  on board s�li p .  

Captain Kel'-l-:y ,  at l ea s t ,  Wt'- S  appl'e:hen s i ve . L1 a l e t t o::· to 

Governor Gr e::r, tii'i t t e...J. aftGr }'le had vi s i  t cd onchtmga U.."'l.d s e en  

the hut s ,  Kenny e:-cpr e s  s e d  hi s fear t:!a t ' unf o r s e en  c ircur.Js tanc G s ' 

18 . Sout1::.ern Cro s s ,  1 6  O c to b er 1 8 47 .  

1 9 . Ibid. 

2C . l1 ew Zealander , 1 6  O c tober 1 84? . 
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i.'IOuld cnuao thee.� to b e  oc cupied fo .r a lm1[3C::i:" poriod than 

nnti c ipu tcd unleas t vcr'J active uon ot.U'os t 1'0 1 ... t11e bUil.Ji.:ng of' 
2 1  the cottug oa rJo:;.�e takOll ., il o  hoped, noraovcr, th�"l.. t m:.do:-? no 

cin�uno tonc es would tha bulld.incs be o o O"u.p:L ed as wi_rl.tol ... qw:u"tera . 

sa id , expec ted t!::e conditions of ar�!'O lt':lant to he l lt Ol .. a l ly 

fulfil led , cr�d or.:o of' thcne c o:.-�C.:i.t :lunn m1 a � :oil' ir-ned:L:.:. to 

• S.'bo Govomo:r. • rt::"\ot e  t�1o Golm!:!.a l 

secrotury, ' car..!;.ot f il:.d in L:.o teruo Cll'tO::.'ed in. to •,;i ti1 tho 

feeble. 

new ;..::on lu..:::.d cacl1 pa�slor..:.o:• '>7il .::.. !Jc 1Jl..:4t ln po o soon.ion or n co�� ':.nce 
23 of two !:'ccns ' 1 end in n J.inp::.. tc�: £roe th o Colania l  S oo..:.·otn:."y 

? l  V' "'!"'''rl..,-.�· t:o 0 ,..,_ ,. , ,... . ( ol · ' c �··· · · ·':f" 1 f"! Art ) • ·D· ;'- ,., c• T 1J:'7 /0o· 4�� '-' • •  u � _ • '-' - VJ r._. ·J !.I'- .__ ....., - U•.;! .  � o ... .\ . ,  v • '� - � . •  , ::t • 1 ,:._, :\.J e 

22 . Co1_on ia_l Ll oc .... ot-_ .,. . ..,.,._. t·o .J:-r c:- •n.,r ( '"' -; 1ovco1 'C.,.., 1 °47 ) ' D \ C :"-\ 0 
-- - "-" _ ._ ""\...-··- J ..1 ..- ..r...� w • V - -U , v- • ·· '- • '  · ·-· • e 

( l84?f 
23 . 1\p)endix ! • 

2 2  
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of Mnrch 1847, Grey had been ins truc ted to see tha t the ground 

wa s c l eared at the village site s o  tha t the engineers c ould 

proceed to wo rk .  • unl e s s  thi s b e  don e ,  i t  would s carc ely 

be po s s ib l e  that th e n e c e s s a ry bui ldinc s should be c ompl e t ed 

2 4  
before the ma in body rea ch H ew Zea lnnd . t The t:1en can s carcely 

be blamed for ini'erring tha t the Hone governmen t • s int ention 

wa s tha t th e c o t tag e s  shoul d b e  r eady f o r  o c cupat i on on the ir 

arriva l .  

t'il:et::er the cottac e s  c ou l d have b e 0ll made r eady for 

o c cupa t i on ,  however , wha t ever the Co l oni a l  S e cr e tary ' s intentions , 

i s  doubtful . Delay, sa id G ov ernor Grey ,  wa s inevitabl e  L-.:. the 

2 5  
c ir cur1s tanc e s  o f  th e c o l ony . T"r:e sup _:;ly o i'  timb er wa s barely 

ade c�ua te even for the l o ca l  der:m�d . Only a lw.ndful o f  carp e1: ter s 

could have b e en obtained fa :::' sovernr::er:t enployment ( and ,  he ni��t 

hav e  a dded, the party of enc L11 e er s  intended to swel l thi s  f or c e  

had not cone in a dvanc e ) .  H e  had de c ided, therefo re , tha t 

tenpo rary barra cks sho ll l ll.  b e  erected o1;. tl"lc s i t e s of t1:e 'lillac e s  

s o  t?':a t the tl en  c ould a t  onc e  tul:: e j ob s  ar..d a lso  help in the 

bui lding o f  thei ::i.' own c o tta2; e s .  'l'�·:o land s el e ct ed f o r  the 

vil lag e s , he c l a irlo d ,  l:ad b e en careful ly cho s en ,  nnd wa s 

na turally c leared, f ertile a:rtd wi tl1L'"1 e a sy rea ch of a:..:oundant 

wat er supp l i e s .  The pens i oner s wo uld ha·1e no d iffi culty in 

2 .1  - .  Earl Grey to G . Grey ( 8  Ma rch 1847 ) : D . A . , G . 3, .xi i i . 

2 5 .  G .  Gr ey to Earl Grey ( 30 O c to b er 1847 ) : D . A . ,  G . 25/4� c i x .  
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finding employment and ther ef ore , c onc luded Grey, •no s ettlers 

ever encount ere d  such f ew hardship s o. s  the s e men and their 

fani l i e s  wi l l ha v e  to underg o ;  so tha t no jus t srom1ds of 

c onplaint on their part exi s t • .  Tha t the p en s i oners ' lo t a t  

tha t stage wa s easy conpared wi th tha t o r  many o ther pioneers 

i s  b eyond que s t ion . 13ut t:-w t ju s t  gro unds for c o�-_ :plai.nt on 

the i r  part did exi s t  if the t erms under whi c h  the;,r had enro l l ed 

had r-;_o t b e en  fulfi l l ed ,  was just a s  c e r ta in .  

Captain K euny tmd hi s nen rjoved t o  their t enpor:1 ry quar t E:lr s  

a t  Onehunga in mid-N ovenb er .  

the sheds , he can h'- '- Ve l1ad no:ce n';)out the cho i c e  o f  O:r: ehunga as 

the vi llage s i t e  - a cho i c e w!1ich net wi t...'-1 S Ell Oral approva l . 

1'he p en s ioner s were the r e  s t a t ioned oil t�L: main road to the 

·_-;a ika to , ru1d s o  fror.1 tD.e v i ewpoint o f  dof e..-r:.c e ,  in ru: excel l ent 

po s i t ion to def end Auckl and shoul d  t:·le n e ed ari s e .  Z..1 o r eover , 

th ere wer e many f a rmers s. lr eady in the district r;�-�o could enpl oy 
2 6 

pen s i on er s . T::e N ew Zeala:n.der ., only to o slad to o e  ab l e  to 

ap1Jrove o f  one of Grey ' s tJca sur c s  iil r ecard to the pen s i oner 

for c e ,  was en thu s ia s ti c .  ' '.{:. : e  site f o r  -th e  futu:- c vi llac; e i s  

upon the l eft o f  the road lead;rl{; dovm to Forb e s ' Inn , upon the 

sho r e  of the nobl e bay o f  .r:Ianukau , a:;_Jd is wi thL"-1 s ix ni l e s  of 

Auckland . I t  will b e  the cntr epo t of the trado ·;.r!:i c:i i s  carried 

2 6 .  Southern Cro s s ,  6 Nov enb er 1847. 
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on 1n the int erio r ,  throughout the �n en s e  tra c t  o f  country , 

wat ered by the gr ea t river s  of the P iakau and the Wa ika to , and 

the harbour i s  the shipping port of the Wes t ern C o a s t  o f  the 

N orthern I s land. The s o i l  i s  exc e l l ent , wa t er nbm1.dant and 

ea s ily pro cur ed and firewo od pl ent iful in the nob l e  f o re s t s 
2 7  

whi ch skirt the sho r e s  o f  the bay. t 

It wa s va s tly diff erent , ho wever , wi th the s e c ond s i t e 

cho s en  for pens ioner s e tt l e�ent - Papar o a ,  or , a s  it s oon c ame 
2 8 

to b e  lmown , Howi clc . The s e c ond a..""ld third detachmen t s  under 

Captain Smi th ond Captain McDona ld r e a ched Au ckland in O ctober 

1847 . A w e ak after their arr iva l ,  the Governor vi s ited the 
2 9  

'l'amaki di s tric t and t nf t er ho. vine; ca refully exanined the l o cal ity' 

f ixed upon a s it e  for their l o c a tion , to \'J}li c:;.1 the nen moved 

af ter a month . The�; were j o ined L'1. D e c er:ib er by the fourth 

detac0�jent under L i eut enant S ervru1te s .  

Grey ' s cho ic e evolced an out cry fron the S outhern Cro s s .  

A number o f  s trone; o'J j e ctions t o  i t  were put forward . Prom the 

vi ewpo ints both of the pen s i oner s  1 welf a re [.ll"ld o f  Auckl and • s 

30 
def en c e ,  U o wi. ck wa s a bad cho i c e .  Tl1e fir s t  o b j e c t i on wa s the 

di s tance b e twe en the propo sed vil lage and t.l 1 e  ci ty . rrhe I twcl ve 

to sixteen mi l e s ' int ervening included t�e Tanaki river , i t s elf 

27 . N ew Zea lander ,. 17 1Iovet1b er 1 847 . 

28 . Aft er Earl G r ey' s earl ier title and an c e s tr ial s ea t . 

2 9 . N ew Zea lander , 20 O c to ber 1847 . 

30 . South ern Cro s s ,  6 llo vemj er 1847� 
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a mil e  wide at the cro s sLVJ.g pla c e  and o ften turbul ent enough 

to pr evt?nt bo a t s  cro s s ing i t .  Ther e wa s on ly a handful o f  

s ettl ers in the vicinity o f  the s i te, s o  tha t f o r  almo s t  al l 

the men employment could be had only by go ing to Auckl and, 

which would be to the detriment of thei r  s et t l ement . Inde ed, 

it was c l a imed, the pen s i oners had a lready ta sted the pl easures 

and , no doubt , the vi c e s of the capita l o·.vi.ng to the manag ement 

which had kept thou s o  l ong in the boat s ,  a s  the paper wa s a t  

pa in s  t o  po int out . A s  for the def enc e o f  Auckl ar.�.d - for t:::li. s  

the Howi ck p en s i oners would b e  us el e s s , again b e caus e  of the 

t own ' s  i s o l a ti on .  So bad , inde ed , wa s tho c11o s en s ite, tha t  i t 

wa s sug;c s t ed the p en s i oners them s el ve s Llight need pro t e c ti on 

by the c o l o:r.l.. s t s  a s  the s ettl ement rm s ill a va ll ey surrounded by 

hil l s  and coupl e tely Dldef ml s ib l e  oy l and o r  s ea ,  a s  Tiel l  a s  

b eing out of the vi ew o f  any o tllel' s ett l ement, and s o  l iable t o  

b e  r a z ed UliDOt i c ed in an upri s ing . I t  was even sugs e s t ed that 

the go vernment ' s  titl e to the lancl wa s  doubtful , as b o th nat iv e s  

and an ear l y  s e t tl e ::' w e r e  cla imant s t o  i t .  Gener a l ly ,  the 

intere s t s  neither of the pens ioner s u o r  o f  the c i t�/ had oeen 

� t d 31 consu.1. e • 

The southorn Cro s s wa s prc,c.Jared to advanc e  a r ea s on f o r  

Grey ' s cho i c e .  The peL s i oner s ,  i t  cl:::dncd , had b e m �  s ent ther e 

3 1 .  Ibi d .  
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t o  a c t  a s  land trap s t for the wre tched purpo s e  o f  inve igling 
3 2  

the publ i c t o  b ecome pur chas er s . ' In thi s way, the Government 

had profi t ed by the exompl e o f  the New Zea land c ompany and 

hop ed to s el l  to'r'm nnd suburban a l lotment s .  

The s ame pap er per s i s ted in i t s  critici sn .  Aft er r ef erring 

to the expen s e which wou ld be entu il ed through tha t s et tl enant , 

it s ta t ed tha t to Aucklander s ,  the Paparoa s chene wa s the mo re 

prepo s t erou s s inc e the r e  wa s an ab�idanc e of ava ilabl e land 

33 
adj o i1'1.ing the outs!{irts o f  the t o�vn . The na ori s a lo:tle ,  i t wa s  

s ta t e d ,  had a thousand o r  fif t een htm.dred a c r e s  w�· i  eh they we::>e 

pr epa red t o  s el l·. 

The criti ci sn: pronp t ed Grey to s end an explanato �J c..'l.i spatch 

to th e Co l oni al S ecr eta ry , in whi ch 1.10 sta ted tha t , i:n the tra c t  

of country l<ithin a s even -mi l e ra dius o f  Auckland, on l7_;- thr e e  

thousand s ix hlll1dred ac1' e s  were l eft uncla iDed, of VJi:.i ch one 

3 4  
tho usaP� a cres wer e  a;ri cul turally u s e l e s s .  The r cna L�inG ·two 

tho u s and s ix hu.."'lcb., ed a cr e s , G r ey said ,  wore no t suffi c i ent t o  

ful f i l  th e Home G o vernment • s r e quir ement s ,  and ru1ywa·J ,  lay in 

s ca t t ered blo ck s . hven wi t:1in a radius c f  twelve mi l e s ,  he 

cla i.'Tied, 1 1  t t l e  land renai.Jled un c l a ined b:'  the penny an a cr e  

pur cha s er s . 

3 2 . Ibi d .  

N o  r ef eren c e  wa s made here t o  t!.1e na ' · i  v e  land , 

3 3 .  Ibid. , 2 0  N ovember 1847 . 

34 . G .  G r ey to Earl G r oy ( 1 1  no vemb e �  1 847 ) : P . P .  1 848 1 vii 
( Cmd 1002 ) 
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whi ch enclo sed Hob s on ' a Bay, apart fron it s inc lu s ion in the 

accompanyin8 map ,  t.ho 1npl1cation b eing tha t the land was no t 

avai lab l e .  La t er , c . w . w .  Ligal' , the Surveyor G eneral , confirl!led 

thi s by sa:;·lr;.e tha t frequent appr o a che s had b een made to the 
3 5 

Maoris on the sub j ect,  but without suc c e s s .  1�0 Southern Cro s s ' s  

all egation tha t G ov ernment pre s sur e wa s brouc;ht to b ear on the 

Hao ri s to prevent their s el l ins the land , so tha t di spa t ches 
36 

might b e  s ent to :Err[;land s a:rins tha t th e land was ur1obtainabl e ,  

seens t o  hav e  l i t t l e  p o int .  

Grey a dm it ted tha t his ma :ll1 r ea s on f o r  submitting thi s 

explana tion wa s th e  atten)t o f  s o:r.e o f  the l and c la inant s ,  by 

exc i t:i.ng di s cont ent anonc s t  the p en s i oners , t o  force the G o v c rt1rJer:t 

into buying their l ru:-::.d, douo t l e s s  a t  oxo !'b i ta::.t pri c e s  :3 7 'i'hey 

wer e  do int:; ti.lis by trJillS to \'lr e s t  ti:.e te:;_�ns o f  Earl Gr ey ' s 

di spa t cl1 e s into ' a  po s i tive erl.Jjager::ent tha t the p en s i oner s s�10uld 

be s ta tioned in the imnedia te v i c ir_ity o f  1\u c!�land • . �\ conc e s s ion 

to the clairJon t s , 110 arcued, nou l d  be l'CGa rded a s  pro o f  o f  \:Jeakr!e s s  

or.:. the G ov e . mnent ' s par•t , and ncv1 and no 1�c c laDorous der1ancls 

would have followed. 

Th e r eply of tile southerD. Cro n s ,  whGL i t  car.1e , wa s pUT.Lf.:; el1 t .  

1'he Governor , it s ta t ed, could have taken ti1 0 l and c 1air.1ecl b y  t.:.."1e 

3 5 .  G .  G r ey to Earl Grey ( 4  l:.ucus t  1848 ) :  P . P .  1849 1 xvi 
( Cnd 11 2 0 ) liJ1c l .  

3 6 . Southern Gro s s , 26 F ebruary 1848 .  

3 7 . G .  Grey to E:::. rl Grey (11 ITo vemb er 1847 ) : P . P . 1849 , vii 
( Cmd 1002 ) 
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t en  shil l ing and permy an a cr e  purc�a s er s .  3 8 ' Tha dispa t-ch 

conveys the impre s sion that G o vernor Grey wa s s crupulously 

del i c a t e  in int erfering with the lands o f  t,."l e s e  parti e s - a ll 

of w>i ch i s  po s itively untrue . •  I t  wa s po in t ed out tha t n numb er 

of men had just r ec ently had their lands talr:e.11 from them. 1.'he 

�o st tel ling ob j ecti on put forward to Grey ' s a �an t s  wa s the 

fact tha t the v i l lages of OnehwJ.ga and Pa..-ruur e  s too d on the 

3 9  very grolli1.d that the Governor had said wa s unava ilabl e .  

Certa inly the G o v erno r ��d no t a t t empted t o  explali1 bo w ho had 

been abl e  to l o cat e pensioners a t  Onehunga , in the nidst of 

l and he � :ad wri tt en off as unavai lab l e .  

::I.'he sug_j e s t ion tha t the pen� i or:ers had ':J eOJl sent t o  Ho;·Ji c1-: 

to a c t a s  t land-traps ' to enti c e  s ettl ers and land pU!' c::.aners 

int o tha t regi or� is the � ey to their lo ca. ·cion ,  though G · ' ey t  s 

no ti vos ha rdly deserve t::.1e C Ol!. sur e a..-·1d sugges tion o f  cli sh011.e s t  

and tr:.'lderhand methods nade by hi s enemi e s . T'tle C o l onial 

S e cr e tary in one o f  his earl i e s t  dispa tche s on th e su"':J j 0 c t ,  l:ad 

to l d  hin that it was ioportlli-:t tnat ' the s it e s  of nili ta17 

vi l lages s:t1ould b e  s o  pla c ed tha t the gre:1 ter par t  of the 

ad j o ininr; lands , of Wlli ch the va lu e  wil l  o f  cour s e  b e  v ery 

grea tly increased by the forna t io� o f  thes e  s et t l er;H�nt s ,  

should b e  s t i l l  in the po s s e s. nion of the Cro wn, sL"lc e i t  i s  

cal culated that , by the sale c f  these l��ds a con s iderabl e 

38 . Southern Cro s s ,  6 July 1 849 . 

3 9 . Panmur c ,  o f  cours e ,  had no t been s el e c t ed when Grey wrote h i s  
N o vemb er dispa t ch. 
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part o f  th e exp en s e  incurred may b e  her eaf t er r e c o vered. r 40 The 

in s tru cti on wa s expl i c i t  enough , and Go vernor Grey ' s p o s i tion 

wa s s omewha t dif ficul t ,  faced a s he wa s  wi th the in junc t i on s  

to a c quir e land in the iuoodia t e  vicini ty o r  Auckl and, but al so 

in an ar ea where the goverP..ment s ti l l  held large port i ons of 

uncla imed l and . The two ins tru c t i ons were ha rdly coupa tib l e .  

Had Gr ey cho s en  to buy the va luab l e  land o v.ned b y  the 11ao ri s , 

the pri c e  would doub tl e s s  have been hich ,  whi l e  a t  the s ane 

time no inc ome could have b e en  expe c t ed frotJ s a l es of adj a c ent 

land , a lr eady c la ir:J.ed, to help defray the c o s t  o f  the s cheme . 
To hav e  boucht thi s land wou l d  h:� ve been t o  di s r egard Earl 

G r ey ' s con s tant ail.xi et:r ov er the co s t of t:ne s ci1 et1 e , and hi s 

frequent exhor ta tion s  to e conony . 

Grey cho s e Par.unur e  and O tahu::u a s  ti1e s it e s for the n ext 

two vi l l ag e s . The fifth deta chnent llilder i:.:a j or John Gray, 

the coranandi.ng offi c er o f  t:�e corps , ar:2 ived in :.:.u cklm:d in 

Je.nuary 1 848, a.ncl lJ e tween l:a y a."'ld July wa s a s s ic:�ed t o  Pm:nur e .  

Eight mil e s  fron Au ckl ar.d, :t' a:rll:.:mre wa s the s i t e  o f  az1 old. ! laori 

p a .
'=1 

T:L1e land, or:.c e of GOOcl qua.l i  t:;-, had b een ex!:J.austed by the 

Eaori s but wa s recover ir:.g �YJ the 1 840 1 s .  I t  wa s v;el l  shel t ered 

BLd enplo yment wa s r ea :..!.ily ob tainabl e f r on the ma:ny i'arra..:: r s  in 
Ll.0 

the neighbo urhoo d .- "-. ......... . .  

40 . G .  G r ey to Ear l  G!'ey { 2 4  l'Tov vmb er 1 846 ) : P .  P .  1847, ">-"V ( Co.d763 ) 

41 . itr'...glo Mao ri Wa rder . 1 9  O c tob er 1 8 48 .  

42 . Ibi d. 
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The s ixth d.etac}1..ment arrived i.I1 Ha :r 1 848 1 under Lieutenant 

H i ck s on ,  and after thr e e  month s ' delay, wa s pla c ed at Otahuhu6 

the f our th and la s t o f  the p �1s ioner s e t tl ements t o  be established. 

1T ine mil e s from Au ckl an d  on the road to th e �ia ika to , Otahu:r:u , 

from the p en s ioner s •  po D�t o f  view wa s a l e s s at tra c tive s i t e  

for a vi l lage .  'I'he l o ca le wa s des crib ed a s  ' bl eak and 

c omfor tl e s s ' ,  and was LD an a r ea o f  po or s o 1 1�3 From. the 

m i l i tary angl e ,  ho wever , O tal1uhu had no re to c or.7.1Clld i t .  

S itua t ed or. th e  n::t:,row n e ck o f  l a.�d b e twe en the l1anuknu harbo ur 

and the 'l'ar.1ald e s tuary, it con s ti tuted a barrier to any sudden 

eruption o f  the Waikn to Lia ori s no rthwa rd . 

o tahuhu c o:·,pl et ed t:J.o s e :;: ie s  o f  n i l i ta ry s e t "t l e;· :m:.t s .  

ot:.�,er de ta clo.nen t s  would ar:> ive ·i:J. 1849 a:-. ·  1 853 but the Den 

wer e to be c.i spers e cl ar.:10ng s t  the exi s t iilS v i l la;.:; c s . 'l":.-� e f o ur 

to\VJlS f o rmed an irreg-u.ln r cordo:r:. s outllwa :pd a rour�cl t�:e cap i t a l ,  

an eff e c t i v e  baPri e ::., ,  a t  l ca o t  in theor:r , a_sa in s t incu:- s io:::l fron 

the troub l e s ome 0aikato . 'l'ile Governor pa i!1t ed a:-'1 a t tro.. c t ive 

pic tur e o f  the s it e s  he had cho s e..""l .  ' I  tllin..1{ i t  ri.sht to inform 

yo ur Lords!lip t:ha t the po s i ti on s in w:.l i cn the s ev era l vi l la e; e s  

a r e  pla c ed a r e  extr enely f er t i l e  ru:d p i c tur e s que ; tba t wi th the 

exc ept ion o f  o�e v i l lag e ,  they have a ll dire c t  and easy wa t er 

COIDr:1l.L'Ylica t i or:. wi th Aucldand; t . �at they o c cupy important na tural 

po si ti ons a nd are a l l  ar rruig ed a lor� a line of def en c e  whi ch 

43. Ibid. 
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compl et ely shut s Au ckland 1n1 and c ommands the pa s s e s  to the 

t own from th e sou thward portion of thi s i sl and. ' 44 Whether 

it wa s ne rely lack of local knowl edg e which cau s ed him to 

des crib e Howi ck as being only nine and a half mil e s  from 

4 5  Auckland is a question which carrlo t b e  answered .  Event s 

would show, however , t ha t  h i s  sa tisfa ction with the s i tes was 

not s ha r ed 1n a ll quarters . 

4 4 . G .  Grey to Earl Grey ( 4  Augu s t  1848 ) : P .P .  1849 , xvi 
( Cmd 1120 ) 

4 5 .  Ibid. 
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CHAPTER V 

EARLY STRUGGL:2:S 1 847-1 848 

The f i r s t  s et tl cnent ,  onehunga ,  progre s s ed s t eadily. 

'l'b.e N ew Zea lander in D e c ember 1847 wa s gra tif i ed t o  s e o  the 

trnnsfoma tion of t:he di s tr i c t  fron a ' de s o l a t e  \'la s t e ' to a 

1 
pla in ' sprinkled ·with srJi l ing cottaco s ' ,  a lr eady a snal l  tovm . 

By t:w rn.id.d l e  of t:1.a t nonth t en o f  the p :r-o j e c ted t} !irty two or 

2 
s o  c o ttag e s  were co:.:1pl e t ed exter-na lly. Tl: e s e  co ttag e s ,  two 

s to r i cd 1 doubl e t L i  t s ' gave c m-� c c rn  to ol'..c experienced soldier 

who saw the� at thi s t��e . 1 :.'-Jhen I r ef l ect upon i:l.lrlan na ture 

in G enera l ,  a:n.d so ldi er s ' Yiiv c s  :L'tl pnr t l cular , I cruLYl o t  f e el 

s angllL"le a s  t o  tl'}o enti r e  done s t i c  pea c e  o f  t�� .:;:s e  Sianese 

hou s el1o l d s . ' 3 Thr e e  Da in s t r e ·:;t s  l;.nd b e e::� l a i d  o u t  a t  ri:::;ht 

ancl e s  to t£10 beac:: ,  01-:.e of IL:l ch cve::.1 t� .m: nn s c a l l ed Que en  

Str e e t ,  a s  i t  i :J  t o day. 4 L i eut en�1nt - C o l o:n c l  nu::�d:; , a s  a c o l dier 

hins el f ,  was surpri sed to fi:r.cl D o r e  cJ.·lc cr:'-;_ll 1·1o s s  t�1ar1 [;runbl ing 

:1n tl�e s et t l ement .
5 Thr ee nont��s hl t or ,  ho ·.'iev er , L1e Southern 

Cro s s  r epor t ed disarJpo intr.:ent e.:nd di s s a t i s f a c tio:-: in the 

s et t l ement , and c l a ined ti:�c>. t  nany wor e s ti l l  honcl cs s .  6 

1 .  ! f ew z ealnnder, 8 D c c �b cr 1 847 . 
2 .  Ibid. 
3 .  t7tmdy , L t .  Col . G . C .  our .i\nt i podes . V o l . I I p . 85 .  

4 .  lTew Zealander , 8 D e c emb er 1 84'7 . 

5 . ldundy, op . c i t . p. 85. 

6 .  Southern Cro s s, 4 Darch 1 848 . 
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N ever thel e s s  the no r e indu s trious hnd no t b e en di s couraged 

from fencing their a l lo tuent s and bringing them under c ontro l 7  

- f o r  de spi t e  Governor Grey t s a s suranc e that na tural ly cl ear ed 

land had b e� cho s 6n for the s ett l enent s ,  forty pen si oner s were 

each awarde d twelve shi l l inG S in S ept eDb er 1 848, a s  c onpen s a ti on 

fo r c l e arlilG one quarter o f  an acre to whi ch they wer e enti tled 

under the cond1tions .
8 

F'rorn the b eGinning men had b e en r equir e d  to work in the 

pub l i c emp l oyment, the b es t  trade smen in the c orJp3!ly on the 

hous e s , the r e s t  on the s tr e et s and ro ads . ·9 Yea rs la t er Charl e s  

F�ight , the Auditor G�1era 1, expla ined the po l i cy adopt ed 

towards the empl oyment o f  pens ioner s in the ear l y  sta[.; e s  o f  

the s e t t l en ent s .  lie s a id tha t a l though the pens ioner s a1,ri v ed 

at a time nhen t'De co � ony wa s b e c oning mo re p:>o sperou s , nhen 

lab o ur wa s nee ded fo r the developnent o f  i t s  r e s ou r c e s ,  n..."ld 

when the c ol oni s t s  t::.1ens elve s ,  wl1o were then in g cnc:" a l  Gat1:ere d  

in the tmm , were abl e to pc..y t; o ::-; d  wa 3os , i t  wa s nevert:1e l c s  s 

f e l t  inadvi sab l e  to t�::row the pen s ion e r s  ful ly into the la�our 
') 

ma rke t irn:1e dia t ely on their arrivar� S c a t t er e d  anon; the 

popula tion , he s ta t ccl, tiley co uld have dor_e 1 1  t t l c  for the 

7 .  Ibi d .  

8 . G .  G r ey to J,ia j .  Kenny ( 11 S eptenb er ,  1848 ) :  D . A . , c . s . o .  
1848-56 . 

9 . li!undy1 op . cit . p. 85 . 

10 . G .  Grey to Earl Grey ( 8  F ebruary 1851 ) :  P . P .  1851, 1xx 
( Cmd. l420 )  Encl .  1 .  
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defen c e  of the colony . The ir o:) l 1ga tion s to a t t end church 

parades a l s o put barri er s  in the way o f  their finding permanent 

private employment at a di s tanc e . Uor e o ver , at the t ime there 

was a small though incr ea sing demand fo r lab our among agricultur• 

a l 1 s t s , who wer e compara tively few in nUl:lber , • s o tha t  the wages 

of the men, who , under these circumstanc e s ,  could obta in 

emplo yment , wou l d  hav e  fal l en a t  fir s t  exceedingly lo·a,  or..d an 

unfair advantag e \:rould have b e en  deriv ed froLJ the nurJb ers ,  wi th 

their fami l i e s , suddenly intro duc ed into a soal l  corm:..1·unity t . 

'l'he men, ther efor e ,  were kep t on tho pub l i c  work s u:r:.til there 

wa s a larg er clenand for their lab our nenr the s e t tlenent s ,  and 

were paid wac; e s  
1 , 

' l ittle inf er ior to the curre:ilt rn t e s t .- .!.. 'l'lms 

it wa s r ep o r t e d  by L i eutcnru:>..t - C o l onel !.�undy that pen s i oners a t  

Onehune;a who were bulltling cotta.::;es were r c c ci vine s ix s hi l l ing s  

l :::: a day,� whi l e in Auckland the ru te vari ed b etwe en s even a.."1.d t a'Yl 

shil li.."lg s •1 3 In April 1 848 , hovlCver , a s  a a c ons iderabl e  nu::1b er ' 

of hou s e s  had b een cor:1ple ted and acres handed ove_.., ,  tra j or Gray 

v1a s  o �ered to subr.1it the name s o f  the r:1en in sole  po s s e s s i on 

of them, and wa s told that t:'..e s e  p cr.s ioners v:er e no lancer 

requir ed to s erve on the pub l i c  wo rks and wore therefore to 

1 1 .  Ibid. 

1 2 .  1-tundy, op. ci t .  p. 85.  

1 3 .  Wak efi eld, E . J .  op . ci t . , p . 37 5 .  
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1 4  
rec eive onlY on o  shil l ing and s ixpenc e  a day. - 'l':'1e s l ow 1�n t e  

of 
bu il ding o portt tions , however , i o  s e en b y  the fa c t  tho.t in 

Augu s t , 1 848 on lY twenty non \'!ere in so l e po s s es n i on:;5 

'rhe c our s e of onellunga t s  for tunes , howev er , wa s c ompa ra tive ly 

smoo th. nenpi to the glo�Jmy fo reb od:lng s  o f  the o p _;on en t s  o f 

the s cheme , thc, r o  wa s l i t tl e unea s ines s in the vi llac; e .  

E:r.lpl oyment wn o c los e a t  hand , and onc e the pen s i oners had 

survived tl1o lr initia l handships , whi ch to a l ars e r.1ea sure wer e 

no t of tho ir o vcr 1  1Jaki.11g ,  the futu::>e wa s  the i r s  t o nak e o r  de s troy . 

Na j o r a ru y ' a deta clment rlh i ch had a :,"rived in Ja-11.uary 1848 

wa s 
at fi r 9 t q U! I rt e:' ed in the va c a t ed hut s  a t  onehunga u:r:.ti l  a 

. 1 6  r o r  l. t . 
s i t e v1a s cllo s <U L '.i.:he r.:en r1e:• e then emplo:red on the 

pub l i c 
wo l'lC!J u t  l.>n ehunga , ::s;.(l l a t er on the con s tru c tion of a 

ro ad from 
pnnrnm· c to Auc1:1ru:.d whi l e  tJ."le jui l c!illZ o f  the ir vil la.;e 

17 

at panmur o rn·o c o oded . At f ir s t  rdupo l1ut s ,  the usual typ e of 

-..,u1 , d � r ,·· n (l o n t od �JY c o :.ntr7 s e ttl er s in t1:.e nortl:. we�e !.m il t 
� � � � r J 

1 8  

on th e s i t o  n :J  t ut1p 0 !'2I'"J a c cor.-:n1oda tion . Al thou_;21 •-.hey wer e 

s
a id by l:1!lnY to L1 e c or:;.f o rta:; l e ,  they nev ert:1el e s s  co�:. s t i  tut ed 

a 
f ir e  

ha zarc' ' ::uHl i f  t!l"3 sidelonc referenc e s of tlw P en s j_ o:J.er 

Ga z e t te cnr1 u o ac c ept ed , l "  they r:ere by no ocans wa t or pro o f ;-
� 

1 4 . 

1 5 . 
1 6 . 

1 7 . 

18 . 

1 9 . 

Gr1ly ( 8, 1 0 , and 1 5  A.pr il 1 848 ) :  D . A . ,  c . s . o .  
xxix, x;oc. �rny ( 9  1\ugtl s t 1 8 48 ) z  D • .:-1. . ,  c . s . o .  1 848-56 . 
Lr l�a7 ( 2 F ebrt:.ary 18£1-8 ) • D /i c s o \. - . . .... . , . . . 

Co l . g o c . to W\ j ,  

1 8 40 - GG ,  x;d ix, 

Co l . S O C • to �a� ,  
Co l .  sec . to l1t1 J • 

1 848 .()(J I 1 V • • 

C ol . g o o . to Ha J . Ke:r'..ny ( 1  F ebruary 1848 ) :  D . A . , c . s . o . 
1840-GO , 11 • .  

Col . S o o .  to Ma J • Gra:r ( 10 AUP:U s t  1 8Ll8 ) • D .� C 0 0 1848 56 V � - • • .t� • , • ,, • • - • 

p en s i onor Ga z e tte . Vol . I ,  no l ,  �:;2 July 1848 . 
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C er ta inly i t  wa s no t long before their repa ir wa s under 

20 
di s cu s sion .  

Li eut enant IIickson • a  men w e r e  eventua lly s e tt l e d  at o tahuhu . 

'l'hey a l s o had a lo!lg wa it before the ir cotta;cs ·wore Given ther;1 . 

'l'hey arr iv ed in Hny 1848 : i t  wa s not u:nt :..l Octob er t!.m t  s ixty 

. 
t d t ' , f ' 1 i . t .  21 raupo wnar e s  rier o repor e o oe r eau.y or "G 1e r o c cupn �on . 

But a lthoU6}.1 the p en s ioners o f  unehungn , Parunur e ,  nnd 

O tahuhu suffered hardships and �:.eld  gr i evanc es , the a t tenti on 

of the n ewspnpers and -�he .:.;ubl i c  ·,v:J. s f o cus s ed O:!'l t�1e t r i a l s  o f  

the unfortuna t e  riowick .  

s ettlement Ho·1i ck 1::. ·. 1. d an u:. ..hap9y hi s tory. 'l'he en er.1i e s of the 

G o ve rnor s ei zed on it as aLJ. exa::rpl e or his fo lly Xld ',vrong -

h eadedne s s ,  and dra.�0 ed t.:.:e : .i s fo r tune s o f  i t s  s e ttler s into 

the l inel i;ht . I t  wa s lio Y:i c�: r.1en po int ed t o  v;hen tlle7Ir \'Ji s::ed 

to disparas e the s cher:1e ns a \'li:o l o . 'l'o Llany ti'l e fai lur e o f  

lio rli ck v;� s  synonynou D wit�1 t � ·, G  fo. i lure o f  tl'le pen s i oner 

s et tlemen t s . :;,;ven beforu tJ:1e :: ; en �'lad. s e t  f o o t  in the pla c e  

the S outhern Cro s s  wa s lJl�ophe syine; t . :e no st ::; i s cra'.Jl e f a t e  for 

the ventur e ,  and i t s  periodi c surv eys of the sta t e  of t�at 

s et tl ement told a nono t onous t�le of ni s ery, fa ilur e  aP-d 

inc or::pet en c e .  

20 . Col .  s ec . t o  Uaj . Gray US July 1 848 ) :  D . A . , c . s . o .  1848-56, 
lvi . 

21 . Col . S ec .  to Ma j .  Gray ( 21 O c�ober 1 848 ) : D . A . ,  c . s . o .  1848-56 , 
c .  
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'r:� e thr e e  deta chment s ,  Ull.der Capta m Smi th, Ca.pta m 

M cDonsld, and L i eutenant .::> ervant e s ,  whi ch wer e posted to 

IIowi ck , a rr ived the r e  during n o verJb er and De c emb er 1 8 47 ,  

each company ha vm.; wa i t ed b e tween fo ur and s i x  week s  b efor e 

pro c e eding t o  the si t e  o f  it s vil lage . Almo s t irnrjedi a t ely -

it wa s r ep o r t e d  t 2 :.a t there wa s t u  turbul en t  s p i ri t  and rmch 
2 2  

in subordinn t ion •  abroa d in th e v i l lage - a repor t l a t er deni ed, 

a t  l ea s t  as far as hi s c r.1pany wa s c on c erned , by capta in 
') "  � o  

M cDona ld . T .  · e  n e�l  an.1 their fcrni l i e s were p'.lt s tra ight into 

t emporary sheds 'Nlle:c> e , a. :J one p en s i oner pu t it 1 they were ' s towed 
2 4:  

away l ilce hcrrin; s in a '.:a�:'rel '  • The sheds �ere de s crij ed by 

on e e:;e -wi t11.e s s  in th i s  way : 

' the s e  s :i1e ds a r e  o f  tl�e mo s t  u..:--:con.fo rta j l e  de s cri;.>t ion, 

th e boa rds b e i.llt_; apar t irl r:.any pl a c e s n ea 1'l:r one in ch, so tha t  

du s t ,  hea t ,  w iLd UEd rain a l t e.:r:rl:c! t ely a s s a il ":be unfo r tw�a te 

inma tes and Ln. n f t;W \'le ek s  r::o re ,  rjhen tl le wint er sha l l  be s et t ing 

m t:r�e s e  s::·, eds wi l l  b e  a 1r.1o s t  if no t q"!..!i t e  tmir'J1ab i  tabl e . ' 2 5 

i -!a j or Gray,  t � .e Conr:iand:L;.;; o i' ±' ic cr , hims elf l a t e r  de s cribed the 

s1.1eds a s  ' wea ther bo a rded , no t s�- ; 11gl e<.l, nei ther wind nor wa ter 

. 2 6 t ig11t 1 • A p e t i tio:r� wa s s ent b:r t.il.e HOI'li ck pensi oner s t o  t!1e 

Governor in w:d ch ,  apparently, a c or.1pl a int wa s mn de abo ut the 

2 2 . N ew Z ea l ander , 27 H ov enb �r 1 847 . 

2 3 . Ibi d .  1 D e c emb er 1 847. 
2 4 . Southern Cro s s ,  29 January 1 848 . 
2 5 . Ibid. 
2 6 .  n .  of H . , V .  & P . , S e s s io:r: l i_I, l85 5 .  Evi denc e b efore 

P ��sioner s '  P etit ion Comoi t tee . 
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2 7  
sheds . In hi s r eply tl:c C o l onial S ecretary s ta ted that the 

L i eu t enant G overno r would;, af ter vi s i ting 1-Iowi ck , decide on 

t the r10 s t  effi c i ent netho d o f  r.mking the hab i tations o f  the 

pen si oners and their f mJ i l i e s  as comf o r tab le a s  c ir cumstanc e s  

wil l  admit o f • .
2 8  

L i eutenant G eneral Pitt • s  verdic t when he 

did vi s i t the s et tl ement a week la ter wa s une quivo cal - t':1a t 

the sh e ds were t o ta l ly unf it to b e  ir'JJ.ab i t ed during tl'1e heav-J 

r a in s . 'l'he medica l  Offi c er had r cpor ted severa l ca s e s  of f ever 

in c on s e querw e :.1.nd ?itt p:r>edictecl ti :at Lmch s i ckne s s would resu l t  

i f  t!.1e n en  w e .  e l ef t in such ru;. expo s ed c ondi tion .
2 9  ae 

recomr:1endecl t�l.erefol' O ,  tJ:1a t tJ.1e p e..."'lsioners shou l d  b e  a llo:l ed to 

bui l d  raupo YJlmr es 011. t�� c i l' n. l l o trJ erl t s  and tha t they s:i:J.Oul d be 

id f - - - 3 J  p a  expen s e s  o r  t�:i l s  \"iOl'� • v;in ter o f  1848 wa s a s eason 

3 1  
o f  pa r ti cularl: - heavy re.. in .  c a...1.  1mve o een l it t l e  r e l i ef 

f:::'om ha rdsh ip a.L.d �-=i s ery f o r  t::1e pensione:.."" s and nor e e specia lly 

their wi ve s and cbi ldron in that first rlinter . Raupo whar e s  

wer e bu i l t  b:r the r::.e11 ilo\7ever , with sot1e assi s tance from the 

:r.:a o ri s .3 2 In L.!arcil 1849 t�w r o  wer e  one h'll2'�dred and ei_zJ1ty of 

the se  hous e s ,  a l ons wi tll fl. f ty r/eat�:·::rbo ard hous e s  - the 

2 7 .  C o l . S e c . t o  Ua j .  Grny ( 1 6  F ebr>u.ary 1848 ) : D . A . , c . s . o . 
1848-56, ix. Tl;. e  �·:ri c cr wa s unab l e  to find a c opy of 
this peti tion. 

28 . Ibid. 

2 9 . C o l . S e c . to i ir.. j .  Gray { 21 F ebruary 1848 ) :  D . A . , c . s . o . 
1848-56, xi . 

30 . Ibid. 
3 1 . Southern C ro s s ,  1 4  Octoo;:;r 1848 . 
3 2 . Wl J or Gray, ir: evidenc e  o ofore P ens ioner s ' P et it i on s  

C omr.-;itt ee . II . o f  R . , v .  �; P . , S e s s ion 3, 1855. 
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33 
p ermanent co ttag e s .  Tl1e bui l ding of the s e  c o t tag e s  pro c e eded 

s l owly, and even they, far fror.1 b eing wel c omed by the di spir i t ed 

pen s i oner s 6  were denounc ed a s  cons t i tuting a bre a ch of the 

agr e em ent s inc e  s ingl e ,  de ta ched c o ttag e s  had obviou s l y  b e en 

3 4 
intended . And for the s e  c o t ta;:; e s ,  swe ep i Lgly conderJ11 ed by 

35 
the Southern Cro s s  a s  1 un-Eng l i sh '  s ome p en s i oner s wai t cd years .  

The Howi ck pens ioners wer e  employed in vari ou s way s .  A 

numb er o f  raen ,  unabl e to suppor t larg e  fami li e s by workinG at 

the s e tt l ement , wor e s oon giv e:ri. l eave t o  e;o to Au c�l and t o  

f o l l ow their trades ther e , thouoh they wer e r ,:: quir ed to a t t end 
3 6  

Sunda y p arade s wi th the garr i so:1 a t  Au cld and. 'IIJ:lu s  the 

f ive-mi l e  cl au s e in the c ondi tio:; � s  wa s f o und to b e  ir:;pr a c ticable 

1n a ll c i r cur;1 s tan c e s ,  ruld ha d to "be abandoned i 1'l s mJo ca s e s . 

F row the b egiill1ir-'€; a nui.lb cr o f  nen wer e enpl oyed in 

cul tiva ting th e  off i c er s •  a l l o bJent s .  A s  far a s  their O'.m:l 

wer e conc erned, i t  was the s ar�e st ory o f  delay. Weeks and, 

3 7  
1:--' many c as e s ,  months \'Ient b y  o efO l'e nen r e c e i v ed t�1o ir a cr e s ,  

the po s s e s si orJ. o f  wi.:ich mit;ht hav e  coL:p e:nsa ted ti.lerJ t o  s oue 

ext ent fo r their prinit i v e  l iv ir�3 c ondit ions . 'o'!or:: o:::1 the 

3 3 .  H ew Zealander ,  28 liarch 1849 . 
3 4 . C opy o f  p et i t ion t o  S ir G .  G r ey f r ou llo \1ick pen s i oner s :  

Southern Cro s s ,  4 N ov er:1bor 1848. 
35 . S ou thern Cro s s ,  4 lT ov enb cr 18t1:8 . 
3 6 . H. of R. , V .  & P • ,  S e s sion II;J:, 18 55. Evi clcr:c e  b efore 

Pens ioner s ' P e t i t i on C or�Ji t t e o .  
3 7 .  Ibid. 
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o ff i c er s ' a l l o tm en t s  wa s no doub t a ne c e s sa ry and l eg i t li�at e 

empl oyment of th e men. Much l e s s  jus t ifiabl e ,  however ,  wa s 

their empl oyment on Captain Smith' s pr iva te property whil e 

on the pub l i c  payro l l - a cir cums tance whi ch emerg ed some months 
3 8 

lat er .  Eventua lly the p en s i oners d id g e t  th eir cr..fn al l o tment s .  

The G o verno r ,  anxious over the s tn t e  o f  the· Auckland 'l:vi..'Y1ter 

weather ��d t�e na tur e o f  th e  pens ion er s • a c c omr1oda t i on ,  urged 

that they b e  got under cultivat ion as quickly as po s s ib l e  no t 

3 9  
only in Howi ck , but a l s o  a t  Pru :.mur e and o tahuhu . Shor tly 

aft erwards he decide d t!!a t the men should spe.."'ld one we ekday on 
- .  4.0 

their a l l o tme.l··1t s  .-

The remaL"1der were enpl oyed in various o ther aspe c t s  o f  the 

pub l i c  wo rks a t  Ho;·d ck , s ome in bu ilding hou s e s ,  publ i c  bui l ding s 

and wharv e s ,  the r e s t  in putt i-'rlg dO\'.'Tl s tre e t s  fo1� the s ettl ement 

Ll.l ru1d the road from rrowi ck to P anmur e� 'l'�'ne Super i-"'ltenden t of 

Roads wa s llls tru c t ed to r epla c e  a l l  men in h i s  d epa�tm�Lt a t 
4 2  

IIo;vick with p en s ioner s and in Aucus t  1 8 48 a ll pub l ic wo rks in 

the Howi ck di strict were pla c ed in tile cha rg e  o f  t:10 s eni or 

4� 
off icer there . -v 

The ra t e s  o f  pay on the pub l i c  wo rks a t  Ho wi ck appear t o  

3 8 . Southern Cro s s ,  5 Ma.y 1849. 

3 9 . C o l . s e c . to Ma j .  Gray ( 1 6  June 1 848 ) : D . A . , c . s . o .  1 048-56 . 
40 . Col . S e c . t o  Ma j .  Gray ( 29 Augu s t  1848 ) :  D . A . , c . s . o .  1848-56 . 

4 1 .  Southern Cro s s 6  26 February 1848 . 

42 . Col . S e c . t o  Ma j .  Gray ( 21 Ma rch 1848 ) : D . A . , c . s . o . 1848-56 . 

43 . Col . S ec .  t o  Ma j . Gray ( 3  Augus t 1848 ) : D . A . , c . s . o .  1 848-56. 
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ha. ve varied. In l ine with tho po l icy explained by Charl e s  

Kni ght mo at pensioners were r e quired to serve on the works and 

we£· e therefo re paid wag e s  roughly equiva lent t o  tho s e  offer ed 

cur r ently 1n the capital . In Janua ry 1848 the rate wa s r epo rted 

44 
to b e  thre e  shillings a day 1 plus firewood.- - Tho s e  empl oye d 

on the o ffi cer s ' allotnent s,  it wa s r eported, wer e receivL�g 

' thr ee  shi l ling s and s ixpenc e per day wi th a bo ttl e of erog 

. ' 4 5 
b e s �de s • In F'ebruary the men empl o yed on the roads were 

4 6 ordered to r e c eive thre e  shillings and sixp en c e � The next 

dir e ctive on the sub j e c t  came in Augus t of the same year when 

the offi cer s  we�:· e to ld that the Governnent \1ould employ pe..."1. si oner s 

( in  a ll s ettl ements )  at ra te s varying b etwe en one shi l ling ru1d 

sixp en c e  and f our shi l l ing s , a c c or ding to their trade and capacity 
47 

aP.d a ls o t o  the wag e s  in the neighbourhood. Ye t in S epter1b e1� 

Captain Smith wa s s ti l l able to r eport tha t the average rat e of 

wages at Howick was four shi l ling s �'!..d sixp ence�8 

Than in S eptenb er came the blow f o r  whi ch the pen s i oner s  

were l ittle prepared. The rate of wag e s  to be paid to all 

public  works employee s  in th e settle:-.le..."'lt s vm s cut dovm to one 

shi l l ing and s ixp enc e a day, without any explan� tion b eing 

4 4 .  S outhern C ro s s .  2 9  January 1848. 

4 5 . Ibid.  26 F ebruary 1 848.  

4 6 . Col . S e c .  to Ha j .  Gray ( 21 March 1848 ) :  D • .-1. . ,  c . s . o .  1848-56. 

4 7 . Col . s e c .  to S taff Offi c er s of Pensioner s ( 29 Aucus t 1 848 ) :  
D . A . ,  C . s . o .  1848-56 .  

48 . Col . Sec .  to Capt . Smith ( 19 S ep t enbe 1848 ) :  D . A . , c . s . o . 
1848-56 . 
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of fered exc ept tha t the Governor c onsidered tha t the pr evious 

high rat e o f  wage s  wa s •no long er just1f1abl e • �9 
Grey ' s r ea s on 

for thi s ac tion almos t  c ertainly lies in the anxiety be�1g 

expres sed by the L o rds of the Tr ea sury in England over the heavy 

c o s t s  whi ch wer e b eing incurred fo r the s e tt l ement s .  Alr eady 

in Ma rch 1848 Earl Grey ha d t ransmit ted to him a cop:r of a 

Trea sury 1 etter on the sub j ec t  of the heavy expenditur e  f or the 

for c e  and had a sked the Go vernor t o  ' exerc is e the utno s t  e c onony 1 

1n a c ting upon the instru c tions for the lo ca ti o!: and enpl oyment 

50 
of the s e men . • Again in June ,  Earl Grey ref er�ed to the exc e s s  

o f  expend itur e frorJ Inperial fnnd s  whi ch wa s ant i cipnted. 51 I t  

i s  probnb l e that thi s di s pa t ch r ea ched Grey s��or tly b efore the 

dec i s i on wa s made to r educ e  the wa.:;es to the pre s cribed or:.e 

Sflil l L�g and s ixpen c e . In the snne d i s pa tch wa s L":.cluded a 

report f r on the c omr-:is saria t  i.L'1. F e".'J Zealm:.d, whe r e  the b el i ef 

was expres s ed tha t b ecau s e  the pen s i oners had no t then ( O c tob er 

1847 ) b ee..Y'l given their co t tag e s arld a l lo -tnent s , a heavi er c o s t  

would b e  pla c ed on the Inper i a l  trea sury than expe c ted . The 

G o vernor p robably f el t  that ev�: �url Grey ' s l i� eral trust and 

confiden c e  wo uld have b e en s t ra ined had t'he pa:rrjent of such 

hi.;h wag es to u large nur:1b er of Hen b e en  p art of tlli s exc e s s  

49 . Col . s e c .  to Staff offi c er s  o f  P en s ioner s ( 1 9 O cto ber 1 848 ) :  
D . A . 1  C . S . O .  1848-56 . 

50 . E�1rl Grey to G .  Grey ( 24 11arch 1848 ) :  D . A . , G . 3 . 

51 . Earl Grey t o  G . Grey ( 5  June 1848 ) :  D . A . , G . 3 . xxxvi 
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e.xp endi tur e .  

rrh e rea c tion from the men wa s no t s low in c oming . From 

the b egilming the Howi cx pensi oners had s:':lovm dis sati sfa c t i on 

with their cir c'l.ll7ls tanc e s  and the • turbul ent sp ir it ' r eported 

1n lTo vcmb er 1847 ha d  never be.en qui e ted for long . In January 

of the fo l lowing year the man vir tual ly homel e s s and unnbl e  to 

work on their prol!li s ed allotments , wer e  repo r t ed to be ' di spirited 

52 
and apa th e t i c  1 •  In F ebruary they p e t i t i oned the Gov erno r for 

an e quiva l ent in land o r  o therrli s e ,  as cocpen sation • for the 

suppo sed diff er enc e in condi t ion b etwe en t}_e p en s i oners l o c a ted 

at Onehunga and Howi ck t 1 a r e que s t  \Vl.:i ch wa s r efus ed by the 

Governo r  v1i thout c otlr.ler..t .
5 3 

T'nen ,  af t er the U11hap_?y wint er cane 

the wag e-cu t .  �"'<c i t ernent r an  .high a t  t�1e s et tl ement and ne eting s 

wer e held to di s cu s s  tne development . Capta in Sni th in a l e t ter 

to the Governor conf irned tha t dis s a ti s fa c ti o� wa s rif e  at 

C::, L!_ 
Howi c k ,

'"'
- and thi s  r epo r t ,  coupled wi th rt.Uno ur s  Grey had heard 

of drunk el"l.n e s s amongs t  t�1e Horii ck p en s ioners ,  made hir.l s tr e s s  

that a l l  o ff i c e r s  o f  pen s ioner s shoul d  r e s id e  c oLs tar:.tly u i  tJ.� 

h . di . i 
5 5  

d . .  l h .( � . t d 
. 

t e1.r v1. s ons - an o r  er on \"J � u c  1 e .u J. S l. s  e o v er tne next 

f ew months . A f ew days af t er the o rder had b e en  given rlia j or 

5 2 . Southern Cro s s ,  2 9  Janu 2. ry 1848. 

53 . C o l .  Sec.  to H.�1 j .  Gray ( 16 F ebrua ry 1848 ) :  D • A . , c . s . o . 1848-56 

54 . Col . S ec .  to Ua j .  Gray ( 9  Octob er 1848 ) : D . A . ,  C . S . O .  1 848-56 , 
lxxxv. 

5 5 . Ib i d .  
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Gray was pr e s ��t ed wi th a pet i tion by s ome p an si oner s which 

5 6  
r epr e s ented the c l imax o f  the agi tation a t  H owi ck . 'l.'he p e t i tion .  

drawn up ' a t a e eneral publ i c  me e t ing o f  the p ensioner s  a t  Howi ck 

57 
hel d  on the V i l lag e Gr e en ' , l i s t e d  the gri evan c e s  under whi ch 

the p en s ioner s  c la imed the;J were labour ing . In general , tl'! e 

pens ioner s so ught a l iberal con s truction or any po ints no t 

dir ectly c overed in th e instrtlCtion s . In parti cular , they 

demanded in s trong t erns t�1e current ra te o f  \'.:ages in the c olony 

for their wo rk in the pub l i c  enploymen t .  They claimed ,  indeed , 

tha t b efore l eavine; th ey ha::1 pr o t e s t ed a t  the l ow rate o f  pay 

l a i d  do\'m. in the condi t i o!ts ai1.d had r e c eived an ' en couraging . 

announ c ement ' .  1'i1e dai ly wac; e o f' 1m.skil l ed 1�1bourers in th e 

c i ty wa s abov e four shi l lint::; s .  A l l  pen s ion e r s ,  '.Vi thout dis tin.c t i on 

shoul d  b e  pa i d  at l eas t a s  much. 'E'le na ture o f  the c o ttages 

being bui l t  wa s conder.med as contrary to the conditi ons . A 

b i t t er c ompla L�t wa s ma de that no cot ta ge s had b e en prepar ed f or 

thew on their arrival v.:nd t:i1at t a t the i!lJI":linent peril o f  l if e and 

hea l th they • • •  had to pa s s  tll.I'ou,sh the o rdea l o f  the inc l emency 

of a fir s t win t er in a new c l ima t e  in rni s eraj l e  \7igwans , mo s t  

mi s erably constructed ' • T11e fa ilure to have the a l l o tmen t s  

cl eared wa s a gri evou s handi cap to the m en a s  the cul tiva t i on 

56 . Southern Cro s s ,  4 Ii o venb er 1 848. A copy o f  the petition 
found i t s  �ay li1to thi s paper, though i t s  unauthori s ed 
pub l ica tion drew a pro t e s t  from the s e c re tary o f  the 
mee ting . Souther-.n Cro s s , 11 N ovenb er 1848. 

57 . From the preamb l e  to the pe ti ti on . 
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of t:1 e s e  would have better enabl ed t�e pens ioners to s tand the 

sho ck o f  the redu c tion in wag e s .  Moreover the advanc e s ;,  

provided f o r  in the regula tions , which the men were t o  be  given 

to help them furnish the ir homes ,  had no t been made even to 

tho se who had been givm1 their ha lf cottages .  The cho i c e  of 

site whi ch pla c ed the pensioners a t  a di stance from enployment 
and in an area of poor soil was also the sub j e c t  of strong 

5 8  compl aint . 

Some o f  the men , i t appears , favoured even str•onger a ction 

5 9 
aga in s t  the gov erni!lent for breac!1 o f  agre ement . Some wor e  for 

60 
dernandi..'1.G fr e e pas sages :hor.J.e and one such app l ic a ti on ,  ba s ed on 

the non-fulfilment of the conditions , wa s cur tly refu s ed by the 

61 
Governor .  Instead, ho wever , the men ' quietly r eturne d  aga in 

to th eir usual employment havinr:; r e s o lved - to u s e  th eir o rm 
6 2  

expr e s s ion - tha t • half a loaf i s  b e t t c ::· thnn n o  bread ' ' .  

li ever thele s s ,  many pensioners were reported t o  b e  l eaving the 
63 

s e t tl enent , de spairinr; of the ir future ther e .  1'he Goverr.:.or t  s 

only n..J.sr�e:- to the heiGhtening unr e s t  wa s t o  a sk t�1e Conr.J.and.ing 

Off i c er for the name s of the offi c ers a t  Ho'.·li c:.:, nnd fo r an 

6 L� 
a s suranc e that they were l iviP� a t  the villag e .  

58 . 
59 . 
60 . 
6 1 . 

6 2 .  
6 3 . 
6 4 .  

Southern Cro s s ,  4 Hovenber 1848 . An�io-Maori \'.Jnrder , 19 October 1848. 
Ib d. 
C ol .  S e c . to Un j .  Gray (No da te given, but durL"'lG the first 

t an  days of Septeober 1848 ) :  D . A . 1 c . s . o .  1848-56, lxxv1 • 

.tmgl o -Ma or1 \'Jarder , 12  O ctober 1848. 
Sou thern Cro s s ,  4 O c t ob e!' 1848 . 
Col. sec . to Ma j .  Gray ( 14 O ctober 1848 ) :  D . A . , c . s . o . 1848-

561 lxxxxiv 

, .  
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The o ffic er s o f  the corps th ens el ve s , however , were far 

from s a t i sfied . The r eluc tan c e  of L i eut 6J.""lnnt Ei clt: s on ru.1.d 

p erh2.. p s  o ther o ff i c er s ,  to l iv e  a t  t he i r  v i l ln g e s  sugg e s t s  

tha t tl:.ey were no t in a."l. a l  toe ether eo opera tive fran e  o f  mind. 

Through their connnandiHS o ffi c er they que s ti on e d  tl:eir l o cat ion 

a t  s e t t l ement s al l mo r e  thm: f ive rjil e s  fror�� Au ckl and . B efo r e  

coming to 1T ew Zea land theiP he pes ha d be en ra i s ed of b eing 

pla c ed within f ive mil e s  o f  tl1e c i ty , ho p e s  W�1i Ch Governor G r ey 

wa s f or c ed to di s ap�x>int . 
� r 0 0  

His ir1s true t iol!. s , he cla imed , wer e 

no t c on s i s t ent wit:! the i r  expecta t i ons . 

the c a s e and foliDd tha t t11e s e  expo e ta tions were oa s ed on s t �:. t oment s 

said t o  have b e en  made a t  the ';Jar Offi c e  and IJy I::arl Gr e:r hims elf 
6 6  

t o  one o f the offi c er s . In a l l  �li s i!l s truc tions , wr o t e  G r ey 

in an explanat ory dispa t ch t o  !.d s sup e r i or , ther e ha d b e e:L  no 

menti on of such a guarantee .  Onc e aga in the Go -.rernor justified 

his cho i c e  o f  s it e s , &id pointed o u t  that t o  have pla c ed t:he 

pens i oner s e t � l cnents wi t�1in. five nil e s  o f  t : 1 c  capital woul d have 

c o s t  t upwa!'ds of £40 1 000 ' if ir:de -.Jd i t  1:nd b em: po s s i :J l e  a t  a l l ,  

and rm ul d have b e en to disregard tb.e C o l ol"li o. l  S e cr e ta ry ' s 

in s truc t i on t o  pla c e  the vil lng e s  in an area �:her e t!;.e sov :;;rr..nent 

owned large a r ea s o f  s n l eabl e land . 67 A r epo rt fro t: the s�-:.r· veyor 

6 5 . Col . S e c . to !:ra j . Gray ( 21 M::t y, 1848 ) :  D . A . , c . s . o .  1 8 48-5 6 ,  
.xxxvii .  

6 6 .  G .  Grey to Earl G r ey ( 4  . •  uc;u s t  1848 ) : P . P .  1 849 , .xv i  ( Crnd. 
1120 ) 

67 . Ibi d .  
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G enera l was inc luded in the di spat ch expla :in1ng aga in how the 
6 8  

l and was taken up abou t  Auckland . 

'l'he future o f  llowi ck s e emed grim . ' I f the pr e s ent c our s e  

i s  per s i s t e d  in , we ·sha ll have pauper s t o  supi)Or t ,  wi th di s ea s e  

and death fast r educ ing the ir nuub er s . t Such wa s tl1 0  e l o ony 

proph e cy of one newspaper when di s sa t i sfac tion L"'l the tov.n wa s 

a t  i t s  h eigh 1f>. 9 The t errJ ' do omed vi l l uge ' was in u s e  t.c:' - de s c rib� 

it?.0 The south ern C ro s s  sugge s ted tha t e i ther the five-mi l e  

l im i t  woul d huv e  t o  b e  \1aived for a l l  p ens i one rs or th e s e t tl ew en t� 
I ' \ could onl y  b e  kep t u li ve b:: continuine; the payment o f  hi�ll wage s . ·  -

Ea ch o f  the s e  cour s e s  wa s ob j e ctionab l e ,  howev er ; tl1e f i r s t  

b e e  a us e i t  wa s no t  in ke epinG with t�  : e  o riginal con c ep t i on o f  

the s cheoe; the s e cond o ecaus e i t  \'VOUld have r.1eant the c ol i �:inuanc o 

o f  th e l arge s ca l e  e.xpenditur 2.2 'l1le co1: c1 u s i on t o  w: �i ch the 

Cro s s  came wa s tha t the po sition o f  the vi l lac es wa s hopel e s s ,  

tha t fu'ly rctJ.edie s were mer ely superf i c i a l , 2-nc. t'i:!a t Ho•:.· le� t:Iu s t  
7 �  ultir.:J. tely be ab.=mclon ed .0 'i'he �iarder , to o ,  con s i d e r ed tl1a t t�le 

'7 L!.  who l e  s e ttl cnent mus t  eventua l ly b e  transp lant e d .  · -

ALo ther po s s ib l e  development which Di�ht s a v e  t£10 s e t tl cnent 

but whic::.. neither paper consider e d ,  wa s a sudden :L"lflux of far:.: e r a  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

68 . Ibi d .  J.i:nclo sUl'e • 
E9 . S ou thern Cr o s s , 1 4  O c tob er 1848 . 
70 . Ar:gl o  .Maori �l arder , 19 O c to ber 1 848 . 
7 1 .  Southern C ro s s ,  4 l Tovemb er 1848 . 
72 . Ibid. 
7 3 . Ib id. 
7 4: .  Ansl o  Maori , in rder , 1 9  O ctob er 1848.  
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to th e dis tri c t ,  attra c t ed by t1le pre s ence o f  comparat ively 

cheap land, abu..1J.dant. labour , and i.':lproved commu..flica ti on wi th 

the c ity. In JtL.""'le Go vernor Grey had r epo rt ed the fir s t s a l e  

7 5  
o f  l and at Howi ck ,  the 1' 1r s t  near one of the pen s i oner vil lage s .  

lie cla imed tha t the land which h. :  d s o l d  by auc ti on fo r over 

£250 woul d  no t hav e  real ised £5 b efo r e  the arr iva l of the 

F ancibl es in the area . ne added tha t t.ha r e sul t s  o f  the sal e 

a e ened to sug g e s t  tha t a gre a t  po rtion o f  tlle exp ens e s incurred 

in s ending out and l o o. � til!..g tht'3 f o r c e  co ulcl be net frorJ thi s 

increased r eturn from the land around th e  settl enents :'6 
But ill 

the mean tine there appes ::::'ed to b e  no sa ti sfa c tory so luti orl to the 

probl en o f  f indil1G enplo7j17lent fop t.1e pen s i oner s in a rna..."TTler 

c ompa tibl e �':i th tl;e o ri[;inal ob j e c t s  of the s ch ece a:ad wbi ch 

wo uld bridg e the gap between t..."fleir ar1•iva 1 ancl the tine w:1en they 

would, by the a c qui s i ti on of their preernptiOJl land, b e c ome s e l f -

supporting l ando\'mer s on their o rm a c co unt . 

The f ir s t  year , then , h.:.1. d b ee:n. for many o f  the pensi oner s  one 

of gr eat d1sappointL1e.nt and fo r sone o. lwo s t  de s t i tution .  on 

the one hand onehunga [4"1d .Pan.mur e ,  after early s trugg l e n  were 

e s tabl i shed and fairly s ettled , and :fulfil ling th e ob j e c t s  of 

the s chem e . Littl e ,  m�ortlli�a tely, i s  r ecorded o f  O tahuhu , 

7 5 .  G .  G r ey to �ur1 Grey ( 14 Jun e 1848 ) :  P . P .  1849, xi i  ( CDd 1120 ) 

76 . Ibi d .  
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though it had it s shar e o f  misfo r tune .  Howick , a t  thi s  s tage , 

seemed a failur e .  The r��damantal r ea son f o r  t h e  dif f i cu l t i e s  

in whi ch the s ettlement s had f o und thems e lve s wa s the failur e o r  

inabi l ity o f  the l o c a l  gov ernment t o  carry o ut i t s  pa r t  o f  the 

plan b efo r e  the arriva l  of the co rp s . Fo r a l though their 

distance from the capital had given th e Ho trl ck and o tahuhu 

pensi on er s some grounds f or compla int i t  wa s  only wi th the wage­

cut tha t the r eally s er iou s a sp e c t  o f  t >,eir i so l a t ion - th e ir 

dis tance f ror.:! employment - b ecarne a ppa l' ent . Lord Durban had 

s e en  the p l ight of tl1e pen s i oner s in C ar!..B.da a11d ha d s everely 

c ondemned ' the wa..'"'l t o f  a l l  pr epu.ra tion f or t�1eir arr ival ' . 

G o vernor Grey had j u s ti f i ed hims e l f to hi s super i o r s  fo r th e 

want o f  a l l  preparation in 1! ew �ea l a:::.:d , and l"J.i s  e.xpl�uuJ. ti on of 

the delay in the buildi:r:.;:_; of the co tta r_:;e s  wa s c onvin c inG enouQ.1, 

even a lthough there appeu. r s  to be no e:-:cuse  f o r  � . is . .  aving fa i l ed 

a t  l ea s t t o  cho o s e  the si tes for t�l e vi l lage s before tl!e arrival 

of th e f o r c e .  But higher autho rity mus t a l s o  share pa rt o f  th e 

r e sp on sib i l ity for the s e  ear ly ni s f o rttm e s : the C o l oEial Offi c e  

for 1 t s  pr e c ipitancy in s mlding o ut the for c e  a..'"ld i t s  f a i lure 

t o  a llow the lo cal .:;overnment a .r e a s onab l e  time to p?tJpare f o r  

i t s a rr i va l ,  an d  the 'l' r e a sury fo r it s nig;arcU in e s s .  

The G overnor ' s  corf iden. c e  in tho s cheme , however , wa s 

unshake:n . A s  earl y a s  :March 1848 , de spite the di s sa t i sfac tion 

a t  Ho wi ck he wa s s t a  t ir'-e tha t ' the mea sure whi ch wo ul d in {his ) 
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bel i e f , mo st completely and thoroughly s et t l e  ti1e nor thern 

por ti on of N ew Zea land and pla c e  it b eyond a l l  chance of 

futur e di s turbance wo uld be the s endi:-L"lg of a corps of p en s ion er s  

to th e Ba y of I s lands upon the sane principl e a s  the C O l"ps of 

7 7  
pens i oner s w��i ch ha s b e en.  s ent to Au ckland ' . In the same 

dispa tch he r e c oJIIrlended a s imilar plan for 1-'aranaki . lfo tbing 

el s e , he thought, rJou l d  pln c e  tha t s et t l ement ' in  a s t :>. t e  o f  

7 8 
compl e t e  a e ct�i ty ru�d a s sured pro sperity ' •  rf.he a dvi c e  wa s 

never taken. 

77 . G .  Gr ey to E .  Grey ( 17 Harch 1848 ) :  P , P ,  1848, :x.xxvii 
( Cmd 10 02 ) 

7 8 . Ibid. 
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CHii.P'rlill VI 

T1 lli F ORCE COMPLET:t-:D : LA'l'ER P O RTUllES 1849•1853 . 

1 

The fi r s t t wave '  of p en s i on er s had c ome b etwe en Ausus t  1847 

and lJay 1 848.  Four more d e t a clments were s ent t o  thi s  country, 

two in 1 849 , tr1o mo re in 1 8 52 . L e s s  i s  1� 1orm o f  the s e  de ta chmen t s 

than o f  the e� r l i er one s .  The no v e l ty o f  the s chene had pa s s ed .  

The s e  nen wer e r:.o t  pi on e ers in the s cr: s e tl:a t the enrl ier d e ta cr1111en t 

had b e en  p i on e er s : tha t is,  the f ir s t  s e t tl er s  �:der a novel s chew e  

of co l on i za t i on .  T>e l n t er deta cr:.mon t s  \'lel' e o f  er:ligr:" nt s  o f  nr.. 

a c c epted t ?p e . F rom t�:e nowspa{.l e r s' po int o f  v i ew th ey did no t 

hJ.ve the same r: ews valu e a s  t1-;.e earlier c o:· :pani e s , wil i l e  the 

con tinued r:i s f o r tur:e n  of � [o ·>Ji clc o c cupi ed wha t ever s pa c e  the 

pap er s  cho s e to c;i v e to t� 'e  affair s o f  �.i1e for c e .  

For the fir s t  o f  t:1e s e  c c,J�pc.ni e s  or�c import ant cD.onge wa s 

made in th e c . ndi t i ons o f  enr o lr2cn t .  'rhi s a::;>:J l i ed t o  the 

a c con:�oda t :� on o f  t:--c e f en c ib l c s ill t1le c ol ony . Ins t eRd o f  having 

co t taG e S  provi ded f o r  u�er.: on arrivn l, t�: e p c..."! s i on-:;r s \'!ere to 

r e c ei v e a...� a l l owa.<� c e  of £1 5 e a c :  ·: r;i tt: �·I�lic!l tilC'J wer e to pr ovide 

the ir own. ho u s e s .  If , however , the l o ca l  r;ovcrnnen t  could 

provide then with t ade q_ua te u c cor,rrnoda t i on '  f o r  l e s s  tl:an £1 5 ,  it 

wa s to do s o  and r:av e  thG buildinc s rcad:r f o r  th e nen or� t he ir 

1 
arriva l .  A c tua l l y  thi s  pra c t i c e ha d a lrcad:r b e m;. f o l lowed in 

1 .  Earl Gr ey to G . G r ey ( 1 2 De c ember 1848 ) :  P . P .  1847 ,  xi i  
( Cmd. ll20 ) 
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the ca s e  o f  at l ea s t  one div i s i on .,  Capta in M cDona ld' s .,  of the 

IIowi ck p en s i onert., but it had not formed par t  o f a:n:y pr evi ous 

s e t  o f c onditions . Jus t  what typ e  o f  ho us e the Colonia l  

S ecretary expe ct ed could b e  bu i lt fo r £15 i s  h ar d  to j udg e .  

Certa inly th e r egulation in conpari s on vd. th the f irst a t tr a c tive 

condition s  gov ernu1g co t tage s ,  ·.m s to say the l ea s t  nig.:;ardly. 

S ir G eorg e Grey wa s given an a lmo s t fr e e  hand in the 

s e l e c t i on o f  a s i t e  in the nor t11ern p rovinc e f o r  the c oD.pany 

and wa s to be gu i ded entir ely by hi s own judg ement of tl1e publ i c  

int er e s t s . Earl Grey thr ew out the sugge s tion ,  howev er , tha t 

a s e t t l onent should be fo rr.1ed ' s omew1:1a t at a di s tanc e f ro1:1 Au ckl and 

But sho u l d the G o verno r cho o s e  to pl a c e  t::.e nen a t  a s eapo r t  he 

night no t f ind it po s sib l e at t�� e en d o f  s e v en year s to gT'ar..t 

tj_em the c o t tag e s  \7hi c:O. t £1ey v1ere t o  o ccup:I during tha t tine . 

In tl� i s  ca s e ,  a s  b ef o r e ,  f ifty a c r e s woul d have to b e  gran t e d . 

3 them in s ome o ther place to iJ e nomina ted by the G o v erno r .  

In th e a ddit i or:.s ma de t o  tl1e o :.'i c:;inal t e rrae o f  enr olment 

it wa s laid do wn tha t as b e f o r e  cand idate s s hould b e  no ol der 

tha.L f o r ty f iv e ,  but a fur ther l imi t  wa s inpo s ed m:: the s i ze of 

ra��ly a pens i oner nieht have ru:d s t i l l  be e l igib l e  f o r  s e l e c t ion 

( thi s time four ch i l dr en ) a s  t:lore wa s sa id to be Ii1UCh dif f i cul ty 

in finding a pa s 3ac;e for larG !'::'r ntuv;lb er s .  The men wer e t o  b e  

2 .  A . P . C . , A .  & P .  S e s s ion I I .,  1854. R eport o f  Cornr1i t t e e  on 
peti t i on c f  tnird divi sion of N ew Zea land f encibles ( 12 
D e c emb er 1854 ) 

3 .  Earl Grey to G .  G r ey ( 1 2  Dec emb er 1848 ) : P . P . l847� xii ( Cmd. 
1 1 20 )  
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sober and indus trious . A spe cia l r e c ommendation wa s made that 

preference be givm1 to • carp ent er s , ma s ons , bri cklayer s , sawyer s , 

blacksmiths , sho emaker s , tai lors , and a ll o f  tha t c la s s  who s e  

s ervi c e s  are mo s t  l ikely t o  be va luab l e  in a new s e t t l e�ent . •
4 

The chang e in empha s i s  h er e  i s  int ere s t ing . For the earl i e r  

detachr:i.ent s the empha s i s had been o n  the con tribution the p ens ion er s 

wer e t o  make to the agri cu l tural l a DOUl' f o rc e  in the c o l ony . 
'l'hi s  la t er r e c ommenda tion was mor e  in a c co rdanc e w i th th e fac t s ,  

however , a s  not onl y wer e nunb ers o f  the men tradesmen ,  but the 

capa c i ty of Auckland and i ts immedia t e  environment to a b s orb 

pur ely agricultural labour o f  thi s kind wa s l imit ed. 

Earl Grey had one s if�lifi cant add it ion to the condit ions to 

sugg e s t .  ' I t i s  a ls o  t o  b e  di s t inc t ly unde r s t o o d  tha t the 

Gov ernor i s  auth o ri s ed to cho o s e  f o r  the s et tl enen t  o f  t::1 e 

pen s ioners any pla c e  wi thin. the c o l ony w:nere he may tid.nk tha t  

they can b e  e s tabl i shed with the greatest advantae:;e t o  the pub l i c . • 5  

There wa s to be no mor e  dis s en s i on over the Gov ernor ' s  obliza t io2s 

in thi s r e spec t . '£�e C o lonia l S e c retary ' s f a ith in th e Gove�1o r 

wa s unshaken . 

I t  wa s found that s o  many men a pp l i ed f or memb er ship of the 

force that two compani e s  wer e abl e  to b e  fo naed, ru1d s in c e  tn er e 

4 . F .  Maule to Earl Grey ( 2  De cember 1848 ) : Enc l .  4 in : - C o l . 
Sec . to Kanny ( 29 December 1853 ) : D . A . ,  c . s . o .  1848-1856� 1 .  

5 . Earl Grey to F .  Mau l e  ( 7  De c emb er 1848 ) : Enc l .  5 to ibid. 
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wa s a po s sibi l ity o f  their being pla c ed �n s ome r emo t e  district 

it wa s cons ider ed desirab l e  by the War Offi c e  tha t th e s ec ond 

c ompany should be sent , in ca s e  the o f f i cer of the f ir s t  cor1pany 

should be come ill or d ie ,  when the s e c ond woul d  be abl e to take 

6 
corm::a.nd. 

The f i r s t of the two c ompanie s  arrived a t  Aucl<:land in June 

7 8 184 9 ,  tm der L i eutenant J . J. Symonds , a::nd vva s pla c ed a t  Onehunga . 

A s  fo r previ o us cor1pani e s ,  no pr epa ra ti on had b e en  made f o r  the ir 

9 
arrival . A t  fir s t , theref or e ,  th e cor:1pa.Ey was l o dg e d  in a b arn 

1 0  
f d . 

l l  
at Ep som, b e  o r e  being n o ve lllt o  a ter:1porary she d .  

The s e cond conpany under the comnand of Captain IInul t a in  

rea ched N ew Zea land in S ep t cnb er af tel' a pa s s ag e  dur irlG w:1ich 

1 2 
they suff er ed nuch fron s curvy: Thi s d ivi s ion too wa s p l a c ed 

at O!lehunga , thou�;;.� Hault3.in hin s e l f  l a ter shi f t ed t o  Pa..."'1!'2u:· e 

1 3  
on the di smi s s a l  o f  h:a j o r  Gra:r in 1851 .. The nen were enpl oyed 

in bu i lding their mm c o ttac e s  ur1der the sup ervi s i on o f  .._ , . 
. _,_:. e:Lr 

o ffi c er s ,  who s e  duty i t  wa s to s e e tha t the money al l O \'ICd for 

the purpo se wa s spent in a mEUuJ.er tha t woul d b e  t rno st conduc ive 
1 Ll  

to the inter e s t  and c ot1f ort of ti'.e pen s i..ner s ' . - -- The bu ilding 

6 . F .  Uaul e to Earl Gr ey ( 2 5 Jnnua ry 1849 ) : Encl . l  in Ear l  G r ey 
t o  G .  G _· ey (30 Janua ry 1 84 9 : P . P .  1 849 , xx ( Cnd 1120 ) 

7 .  N ew Zealander ,  23 June 1 849 . 
8 . Gudg eon .  ' D ef ender s o f  lT ew Zea land ' p . G 5 .  
9 .  S outhern Cro s s ,  23 �1e 1849. 
10 . Ibid. 
1 1 . C o l .  S e c .  to Syrnonds ( 16 Ju ly 1849 ) :  D . A . , c . s . o . 1848-56 . 
1 2 . N ew Zea lander , 20 S ep t emb er 1 849 . 
1 3 .  Gudgeon, op. c i t .  p . 65 .  
1 4 .  R ep or t o f  Cha s .  Kn ight , Auditor G en era l ( 25 Nw ecb er 1850 ) :  

Encl . l  t o : - G .  Grey t o  Earl Gre7 ( 8  F ebruary 1851 ) : P . P . 185: 
lxx ( Cmd 1420 ) 
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1 5  of the co ttage s  was • effici ently conduc ted ' ,  but it wa s only 

by lilay 1 851 tha t a l l  the cot tages of the two divi sions were 

16 
repo rted to b e  cooplated. Capta in Kenny found pl easure enough 

ho wever , in the fact that the men were al l hou s ed before the 

17 
wint er had s e t  in. About the genera l progr e s s  o f  thes e  

compani e s ,  Kanny ha d thi s t o  say : -

• According to do cumentary eviden c e  • • •  the gro s s  sum 
whi ch ha s been expended by the Pensioners from their 
o� hlllds , in making addi tions to the • • •  c o t�aGe s ,  or 
rendering the sar:e oore co:·.:f ortab l e  r;:ay be s et do\m a s  
amounting t o  a t  least £ 1, 0.: 0 . Thi s fa c t ,  if vi ewed 
in con."1exion with the anount o f  c a sh O.:{pe:l'lded by the 
pensioner s in fe11.cing and cropping their a l l o tment s ,  in 
purchasing addi tional lane� fror:1 t�(le Government - in 
a c quirli1g sto ck ,  fu��itur e ,  etc . , and surr our�ding them­
selve s wi th a variety o f  co�fo rt s  w �ich they never 
po sses sed b efo re,  cam:.o t but suege s t  sane ver·y s tr iking 
considera tion s  in r ef erence to  the advantac e s  whi ch ��i s  
colony appears to of f er to tha t c l a s s  o f  s e ttler s . • 

A change in. th e organi za tj_or·. o f  the corps s:wuld b e  

not ed a t t�! is s tn. : e .  I t  wa s dec ided a t  the war Office that 

the s e  two coopani e s  should b e  pla c ed under captain l�enny, who 

was to take the loca+ rar� o f  ma j o r .  I t  wa s int e.ded that 

the s e  cor:.pani e s  should foro t:ne rtucl eus o f  a s e c ond bat tal ion 

1 9  
with any c oopar_i es s en t  o u t  in the future .  'l'wo battal ions 

1 5 .  

1 6 .  

1 7 .  

18 . 

19 . 

Ibid. 

Kenny to G .  Gr· cy ( 12 August 1 8 51 ) :  D . A . , G . l 8 .  

Ibid. 

Ib id. 

F. rJa.ul e to Earl Grey ( 25 Janua ry 1849 ) :  Enc1 . 1  to : - Earl 
Grey to G .  Gr ey ( 30 Januar:r 1849 ) :  P . P .  1 849, xx ( Ctld 1120 ) 
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were formed, though under a different p l an . The Onphunga ,  

�amaure ,  and o tahw1u p en sioner s ( i . e . f iv e  d e ta chment s )  wer e \ . 
\ 

o rganized a s  the first batta lion under Ma j o r Kel.Uly, \-IDi l E1  the 
\ 'I 

thr e e  H o1vi ck detacbment s wer e con s t i tut ed a s  the s ec ot.d b� ttali on 
1 \  

I 

under the c ommand of captain Sni tn .  'J:he force wa s rf.;!formed 
: \  

into one ba t tal ion under Kenny a t  the end or 1852 f o r  r ea s ons 

o f  convan i en c e  and e conomy. 20 
I 

•rwo mor e companie s  were s ent out ,  both in 1852 . 

out under different condi tions aga in f rom tho s e  g ov ern� pr evi ous 

detacbrnents . In the fir s t  pla c e  each p en s i oner wa s tq be ent i t l ed 
. ' 

a t  the conclu s i on of hi s t ern1 o f  s ervi c e  to fif ty a cr e s  of country 
' ·  

land ,  whe th e r  or no t i 1 i s  co ttag e and a cr e  were r e quired by the 

go verP�1en t .  Thi s resul ted in a siLilar cbange b eing r1ade for 
I 

all p ens ioners;1 S econdly, a.'ld mo re impor tant , tho u[_;h �ach 

p en s i oner was s till to b e  given a c ot tage and a cr e ,  t�1c! r1en were 
I 

not to b e  grouped in one s et t le1ilent but wer e to b e  disper s ed 

throuGhout the exi s t �1g vil lag e s . i'fl1.en the f ir s t o f thes e 

detachment s un der Captain Howard iiu tton arrived in Au clcland, lla jor 

K em1y went aboard an d  said tha t any men who wer e trade,smen could 
I ? ?  

try to g e t  work u1 Au ckland . � �  Tne rest drew for wlla t s ettl ement 
! 

they should go t o�3 

20 . Kenny to G . Grey ( 1 3  Dec enb er 1852 ) :  D . A . , G . l 8 .  

\ I 

I 

2 1 . Co l .  S e c .  to Ker..ny ( 29 December 1 853 ) :  D .A . , c . s . o .  1848-56 . 

2 2 . H .  of R . , V .  & P . , S e s s ion I II 1855. 
P en s i oner s ' P etit i on conEi t t ee .  

2 3 . Ibid . 

Evidenc e o efo re 

·-
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As Lfu jor K enny explained thi s  arrangement saved the expen s e  

o f  pr oviding th e :m en  with new a c commoda t i on ,  whi l e  th e o ffi cers 

were g iven an opportunity • t o ob s erve the condu c t  o f  the men 

and of s el e cting the mo s t  el igibl e candida te s for fil l ing up 

exi s t ing vacanc i e s '  •
24 

Thir t e en m en a t f ir s t  cho s e  to r ema in 

2 5  
in Au ckland, though four o f  th ese l a ter el e c ted to nov e t o  one 

of the s e t tl ement s .
2 6  

The r e s t  wer e di s tribut ed as f o l l ows -

twelv e  went t o  Onehunga , eight to O tahuhu , f i ve to Panmure ,  and 

thir t:r s ix to llowi ck .
27 

It wa s formd tha t there were mo r e  than 

enough vo lunt e er s  to fi l l  th e s[:� p s  in th e  villag e s  and tha t there 

were about n do z en  for whon there were no c o t tag e s . The s o lut ion 

wa s the fo rmat ion of tvm l o c a l  c orJpa:ni e s  in Auckland. rmen 

the f o rma t ion o f  the s e  c o:· :pan ic s  wa s f irs t author i s ed by the 

S ecretary at War , Kenny pr edi c t ed t!::a t f ew f rom the exi s t ing 

s et t l er::wnt s  wou l d  choc_ s e  t o  transf er a s  they had b e en  p eroi t t ed 

to do - unfortuna t e l:r, Kenny con s i dered, a s  the pl a c e s  of th e 

' L  d if f erent chara c t ers 1 a t  l iorlick c oul d we l l  hav e  b e en  fil l ed 

::::> '"' 
wi th Inchinnan p en s i on er s .  � o  1'he c ondi tions authori s ed f o r  tt: e s e  

l o ca l cor:1pani e s wer e sunr1ar i s ed in a memo randum from Ma j or 

Kermy .  'N1 e  privil ege of b eing in Au ckland \va s t o  nean 

f orf e itur e of th e rie;ht to a c o tt a:3e and acr e .  The rnen wer e 

2 4 .  Kenny to F . Eaule { 29 Hay 1852 ) :  D .A .  G . 18.  
2 5 .  Kenny to G .  G r ey ( 8  Jur: e  1852 ) :  D . A .  G . 18, .xx.xi.x, Enc1 . 1 .  
2 5 . Ib id . 

2 7 . Kenny to G .  Grey ( 12 Ausu s t 1852 ) :  D .  A .  1 G . 18, xxxxi, Encl . l .  
28 . Kenny to G .  Grey ( 8  June 1852 ) :  D . A . ,  G . l8, .xxxix. 
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to a t t end fortnightly church pa ra de a t  Auckland and were to 

as s embl e  wi th the r e s t  for annual exerc i s e .  I f  cal l ed o ut 

at any o ther t ime the men wer e t o  be W1der the s ar.1e c ondi t ion s  

a s  o ther detachrnent s f9 

Al tog e ther nine men from the s e ttl em ent s vo ltmt e ered t o  

transfer apart fron the nine Inchinnan p en s i oner s .  1'he s e 

eigh t e en nen , a dded to the pens i oners who wer e t o  b e  enrol l ed 

annua l l y  at Au ckland o f  whom there wer e ab out thirty in Augu s t  

1852 1 wer e t o  f o rm  the f ir s t  Aucl-:land CompanyfO I t  would s e en 

tha t tl:i s l a t ter group would b e  drawn f ron s o ldi e r s  of th e r egul ar 

for c e  who s e  t erm o f s e rvi c e  had expir e d . 

I t  wa s eventua l ly f o und tha t a ll p en s i oner s who \1i shed to 

�l 
go t o  th e exi s t ing s e t t l ement s c ould be pl a c ed ther e .  0 - Sho rtly 

af t er the ir arrival th e men wer e a ll reported t o  b e  ou t o f  v:o rk, 

and ther efo re anti t l ed t o  enpl o�rme.nt on pub l i c  riork s ,  thoug._Y:l the 

com:.�anding offi c er bel i eved tha t th i s  \va s probab ly b e c a u s e  they 

c on s idered pub l i c  work mo re lu crative than priva t e  �pl oynent �2 

De s p i t e  hi s su s p i c i ons on thi s  a c count , ho wever , he r epor ted 

s:-:or tly af t er that their condu c t  had b e en  very good and that the 

gr ea t er po r t i on of the men w e r e  l iving at lio wick , • we l l  contented 

wi th their p r o s p e ct s • .
3 3  

2 9 . 
30 . 
3 1 . 
3 2 . 

3 3 .  

Ibi d .  Encl. 2 .  
Kenr,y t o  G. Grey ( 12 Augus t  1852 ) :  D . A . ,  G . l 8 ,  xxxxi , Encl . l .  
Ioi d .  
Kenny t o  Col . Sec . (7  June 1 8 52 ) 11. Encl . 1 to : - Kerny to 

G .  G r ey ( 8  June 1852 ) :  D . A . ,  G . l 8 ,  xxxix. 
Kenny to G .  Grey ( 12 Augu s t  1 8 52 ) :  D . A . , G . l 8 ,  xx.xxi, :rmc1 . 1 .  
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The last de ta cv�ent o f  forty m en  arriv ed lll De c emb er 1852 . 

Kenny wa s ins truc ted to c ontinue to pla c e  th e  men a t  the exis ting 

settlements . 3 4  

2. 

M ention should b e  made here o f  the addi tion to the fo r c e  

of a deta chment kn o wn  u s  the Ma ori F encib l e s . 

In 18461 b efore the idea o f  the Royal H ew Zea land Fencibles 
had b een put forwar d ,  G overnor Gr ey had sue;g e st ed that within a 
f ew year s the for c e of 2 1 50J O r egul ar troops he was r o c omending 

might b e  l argely r epl a c ed by a l o c a l  po l i c e  f o r c e  • conpo s ed in 

t +' • I 3 5  
a grea mea su � e  o L  na t� ves • Such a f o r c e , he said, he wa s 

� r  0 0  
thGJ."'1 trying to orgr>.ni ze with a;>pa rer. t  suc c e s s .  I t  wo uld j e  one 

in every vmy suited to the servi c e  of N ew Zea la:i'.d , no re s o , in 

fac t ,  than a Luroperu1 f or c e . 

In Apr il 1849 the Governo r ,  no do ub t as par t of thi s  p o l i c y, 

nade an agr e ement which la t er r e c ei ved the fu l l  approval of Earl 

3 7 
Grey, w i th nine chi ef s o f  'l' e '1.1hero ;'E-lero • s trib' e ,  the :Nga ti -'Nhatua . 

In r e turn f o r  c erta :L"1. s ervi c e s  the nine ci.1i e f s  and s ev e:r1ty tv10 of 

their f o l lower s wer e t o  be given s ix acres o f  land in one - ru1d 

five-acre l o t s  each at 1Iang er e nea r the oneh1..1.nga s ettl ement . 38 

3 4 .  G .  Gr ey to Kenny ( 5  No vemb er 1852 ) :  D . A . ,  G . 34.  
3 5 .  G. Grey to S tanl ey ( 14 }.iay 1856 ) : P . P .  1847 ,  xi i ( Gmd 763 ) 
3 6 .  Ibid. 
37 . Ear l  Grev to G .  Grey { 28 Janua ry 1850 ) :  P . P .  1050 , xxx1 

( Crud . l28o ) 
38 . G .  Grey to Earl Grey { 22 Jl.Jn3 1849 ) :  P . P .  18501 .xxxxv11i 

( Cmd. l l36 ) 
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The Mao ri s agre ed to a t t e.."1.d r egularly for milita ry purpo s e s on 

twelve days each year if requir ed to do s o , and to s erve in a id 

of the Go vernment if ever ca l l ed out . When s o  c a l led out the 

force wa s to b e  regarded a s  forming par t of the r egular f o r c e s �9 

The Ma ori s would al so r e c e ive their ho us e s  a.nd a l lo tments a s  

fre eho ld a t  the c ompl eti � o f  s ev e1 year s •  servi c e  ' if their 

conduc t wa s such as to enti tl e them t o  the indulgenc e . ' 40 
The Gov ernor wa s ab l e  to p�t f o rwa rd a numb er of rea s ons 

for enl i s t ing s uch a f or c e .  If any trouble should ari s e the 

lo cal for c e s  would have the c o ope1•ation and help of a body o f  

na t i ve s a c cu s tomed to being dril led wi th them ,  a t ta ched to them 

and from th e same l ocal i ty .  Their ac tivi t y ,  the i r  knowl e dg e  o f 

the country and o f  Ha o ri rae tho ds o f  fi ghting wou l d  conp en s a t e  

in s ome ::nea sur e f o r  th e ag e an d  lack o f  fitne s s  of tne p en s ioner s .  

rn1e two bo die s c ombined would con s t i t�t e • a  f or c e  o f  a very 

u s eful d e s cription • . l:ior eover tho va lue o r  the land they 

o c cupi ed woul d increa s e .  Final ly, G r ey sugse st ed ,  tlle pl�• 

would l ead to a general impro ver...aent 11'1. l.Ja o ri -I!.uropean r elat ions .4 l  

Th e :Mao r i s  thems elves wo uld b enef i t  in a numb er o f  way s . 

'l'h ey would b e  pla c ed in a f er ti l e  3Ild va luab l e  l o cal ity and would 

hav e  a ready market for ti'.e pl"•o duc e o f  their land . 

3 9 .  Ibi d .  

40 .  Ibid. 

41 .  Ibi d .  

Encl . 1 .  

Under the 
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supervi s i on o f  Drit i s!1 o ff i c er s  and c l ergymen they could be 

exp e c ted to make a rapid advance in civilisa tion. 42 

on taking po s s e s sion of their land tJ1e Mao ri s appeai•ed 

• much pl ea s ed • , r eported M r .  Ligar , the Surveyor G eneral , and 

43 
were confident of su c c e eding . • I t  wa s an int er e s ting s ight 1 ,  

he s a id ,  • to wi tn e s s the se na tive s taking o ver int o  their own 

cha rg e the f ir s t  vi l lag e s et apar t for them ,  and de signed in 

a c c ordan c e  wi th the b'uropean cus tom. Th�! wer e del ighted to 

f ind tha t in every parti cul ar it r e s embl ed tho s e  whi ch have 

b een la tely laid out for the :N ew Zea land F encibl e s . 

Their f i r s t  care was to examine e very part wi th the ob j ect 

of a s c er ta ining and r e s ervinG the b e s t  s i te for a chur c:£1 and a 

pla c e f o r  the c l ergyman ' s r e sidm! c e , In th e c�lo i c e  o f  the s e  

pla c e s  they di splayed r1or e t a s t e  and juclc;enent thar.. co -:.l l d i1ave 

b e en exp e c ted . t 4: 4  \Jhetller or no t t!1i s conc ern was as ga11.ui.ne 

a s  Ur . Ligar appear s to have suppo s ed ,  the lia ori s '  ob j e c ti on to 

the name Uang ere b e ing given to the vi l lage rJus t  be a c c epted as 

s inc e re . As i t s  meani.Hg wa s lazy or l a zine s s ,  they f ear e d  

tha t  i t  mi.gnt b e  u s ed ae;ain s t  tllem . Eventua l ly th ey cho s e  

Qu een ' s Town lll honour , a s  they sa id, o f  thei r mos t grac iou s  

Sover e ign .  

� ­
Mang er e .- 0 

The di s tri ct and vi l la0 e ,  ho wever , ar e s ti l l  cal led 

43 .  Ibid . En c l . 2 .  
44 . Ibid. 

4 5 .  Ibid. 
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3 .  

' Th e s et t l er:-:ent s o ff er s. S C 8J."'1C o f  r-u ch in t er e s t . The 

cnttl e on the pub l i c  c omr:J.on s ,  the wel l  st o cke d en c l o sur e s  of 

the neighbouring farmer s ,  the o rder ly apy earanc e o f  the v i l lag e s ,  

and the cul tivated a llo tment s , giv e the . ..J e s t  a s suranc e o f  the 

gradual extending pro sper ity of the community and the suc c e s s  

of the experiment . •  46 
In t 0� s way the A�di t o r  G enera l des crib ed the vil lages in 

1850 . onehunga ,  i t  i s  true , wa s pro sperou s . The f ir s t  o f  the 

pen s ioner s e t t l e�en t s  to b e  e s tab l i shed, it had b e en  t r e a t ed 

rno s t  g enerous l y .  The men ' s  co t tag e s had b e en  compl e t ed early. 

Indeed it had b e en a c o:nplain t of s or.1c of the third divi s i on 

tha t wr:er e a s  they had b e e.'Yl a l l o wed only £1 5 in rna t eria l to bui l d  

tl: e ir O\'.ITl c ot tag e s , t.bc nun8 er one divi s ion had had go o d  hous e s  
Ll? bu i l t  by the government at a co s t of ab out £60 ea ch. - Moreover 

the v i l l a g e  was now ' in  the nids t o f  a rapidly increa s Lng 

�s 
agr i cultur a l popul :oL tion ' . - 'l'he onehunga p en s i oners had b e en 

the f ir s t to b e  removed fron the pub l i c  payro l l ,  no payoen t s  

having b e an  nade to then f o r  publ i c  wo rk af t er 1848. In other 

words , they bud b e en the f i r s t  to fli1d r egu l a r  private empl o yment . 

The sr:1o o tbn e s s  o f  Onehun3a I s hi s t o ry i s  the b es t  evidence of the 

4 6 . R epo rt of Auditor Genera l ( 25 l i w  er1b er 1 850 ) Encl . l  to : -
G .  Grey to Earl Grey ( 8  F ebrua ry 1851 ) :  P . P .  1851 , 1x..."{ ( Cmd 
1420 ) 

47 . H .  o f R . , v .  & P . , S e s s ion I I I , 1855. Eviden c e  b ef o r e  
P en sioner s •  P e tition Commit tee . 

48 . a .  Gr ey to Earl G r ey ( 8  P ebrua ry 1851 ) :  P . P .  1 851 , lxx ( Cmd. 
1 420 ) Encl . l .  
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su c ce s s  of the s cheme , and the key to thi s pro sp erity wa s 

Onehunga t s  idea l po s i tion. 

Panmur e ,  a lmo s t  e qual ly fo r�1a te in thi s respect, en j oyed 

a continued pro sperity. ' The condit ion of the pensioner s is 

exc e ed ingly c omfor tabl e  and in edpendent o wing to the great 

f er t i l i ty o f  the so il , and the car e and energy of the s taff 

o ffi c er s ' ,  '>vrote the audito r g enera 1 .
4 9 

Knight a dr.!it ted that at o tahurr..l the men had had some 

dif f i culty in finding pri vat e emp l o :9fi1ent an d  tha t in c ons equenc e 

they had b e 0l'1 kept on the pub l i c  works ur. til their cot tages \Ver a  

50 
compl e ted , nnd tha t wa s no t for long after the arriva l of the 

de ta chment . Even a f te::> the p en s i oners had b e en  eight e en  months 

51 
at the s e tt l eme...�t no t one permanent co t tage wa s compl e ted . 

'l!fle pro sper ity o f  the s ettler.:ent a varied inver s ely wi th 

their d i s tanc e from i\.UCkland . onehunga f l ourished, Pa:rnnu r e ,  t o o  1 

t o  a s l ightly l es s er extent . o tahu.hu • s hi s t o ry wa s l e s s  ha ppy. 

Ho\v i ck ,  fur the s t  from the c i t-y and larg e s t  of the s et tl eruent s ,  

wa s a l s o  th e least suc c e s srul . The tria ls o f  Ho� i ck were n o t  

the t ecporary discomfort s o f  a new s e t tl ecent , in evitab l e  and 

painful whi l e  they la s ted ,  but transitory. P en s i oner s ru1d 

their fami l i e s  continued t o  l eave the vil lag e .  According t o  

4 9 .  Ibid .  

50 . Ibid. 

5 1 . G .  Gr ey to Ear l Gr ey ( 9  Februa�J 1850 ) :  P . P .  1850 1 xxxxi 
( Cmd . l280 ) 
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one so ur c e  in May 1849 it thr eat ened s o on to b e  deserted. 5� 

Even a f t e r  fou r  years one pensi oner at l ea s t was forc ed to 

leave Ho wick , unabl e  to suppo rt a fari ly th er e . 5 3 All owan c e s  

to th e s i ck were r eported to b e  r ea ching a to ta l of £90 a nonth , 5 4 

during the s e cond w int er at Howi ck when doubtle s s  the raupo 

hous e s  were f omenting i l l-hea l th .  In O ctob er it wa s affirmed 

tha t many fami l ie s were ' po s i tively r educ ed to ut t er s tarva t i on • � 5 

Many pen s i oner s  r ema ined without co t tag es . In Ca pta in Smi th ' s  

divi s i on ,  the s e c ond to arrive a t  the settl ement , twenty f ive 

cottag e s  had b een given over t o  the men , f or ty four were ' in  

progr e s s ' - and Cap ta in  Smi th ' s div i s i on had b een at fiowi ck over 

two years�6 Of t ho s e who v1ere in po s s e s s ion , a t  l ea s t  one 

refus ed to live the r e ,  pref err in; to ' r ouch i t ' wi th h i s  wif e 

w-d fami ly, withou t  a c o t tag e but wi thin rea ch o f  empl o-yyaen t .  57 

The numb er of vacant cottage s  ava i labl e for Inchinnan pensi oner s 

1n 1852 sugg e s t s  that there were nany o ther s who cho s e  l ikewi s e .  

In F ebruary 1 850 , Go verno r G r ey had s m1 t  to his sup er i or s a 

r eturn WJli ch included a var iety o f  sta ti s ti c s about the s e tt l enent s ,  

hoping tha t Ear l  G r ey would con s ider 1 t ' a s ful ly s llo'Ning tha t the 

pr og r e s s  o f  th e s e  men to':-.ra rds c oof or t  and col7l.pe t ence has been 

52 . 

53 . 

5 4 .  
5 5 .  
56 . 

57 . 

Henorial from Auckland inhabitant s to Earl G r ey .  Southern 
Cro s s ,  19 May 1849 .  

H .  o f  R . , V .  & P .  1 Se s s i c n I I I ,  1855. Evidence  b ef.'o re 
Pensioners ' Peti t ion Co�i t t e e .  

S outhern Cro ss , 6 July 1849 .  
Ibid. 
S ta ti s ti ca l re turn , El'1c l . 1 .  to : - G. G r ey t o  Earl Grey ( 9  

F ebruary 1850 ) :  P . P .  1850, xxxxi ( Cnd . l280 ) 
L e t t er t o  the Edi tor , Southern cr o s s ,  6 July 1 849 . 
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qui t e  as rap id as coul d hav e b em1 anti cipa ted • �8 N ine nonths 

l a t er he o rder e d  Maj o r  Kenny ,  Captain IIa ul t a :1n ,  and Dr . Hahon 

to enquir e into the cau s e s  of the ' in c r ea s ing numb er o f  

de s t itute pens i oners • at Howick who r e quired ration s  tc b e  

provided by the govermnent, ' no such expense b eil1£ incurr ed 

c:; g  by th e government at any o f  th e  o ther pens ioner vi l lac e s • . v  

n o  r eport app ear s to have b e en made o r ,  if i t  wa s ,  i t  i s  

unr ecorded . , Had i t  b e en made i t  woul d  p robabl y  have as crib ed 

the ba ckwardne s s  and de s ti tu ti on o f  Howick to it s di s tanc e f r om 

Auckl and and from o ppor tm1i ti e s  o f  a�p l oyment . Other s ( for i t  

wa s a cor::n:ni t t e e  o f  offi c ,:r s )  might have c ons idered an inportn .. i'lt 

f a c tor the hab itua l dependen c e  o f  the o l d  s ol d ier which pr event ed 

hi s  f ending f or hir.:s elf in dif f i cu l t  circumst a.."lc e s . The 

p ens i oner s thems elv e s  wou l d  have l i s t ed a ll their gri evan c e s  

ar i sins out o f  the br e a che s o f  th e o rigina l agr e ement . 

Happily ,  however ,  Howi ck ' s f o r tune s did eve."'ltual ly chance • 

The turning po int cane in the g eneral b oom p er i o d  bro"U6l1t about 

by the g o l d  di s cover i e s  which began L."-1 Au s tra lia L;. 1851 , thour;h 

the eff ec ts were no t irm�1edia t el y f el t . 1'l1e dm:1and for farm 

produce ,  for l iv e s t o ck ,  and f o r  good l and he lped to r e s cu e  IIowi ck 

f rom depr e s s ion j u s t  a s  i t c ontrib uted gr ea tly to the pro sperfr y 

of �11 agri cu l tural s et t l ement s  in �1e country . The Cor onande l  

5 8 . G .  Grey to Ear l Gr ey ( g  F ebruary 1850 ) : P . P .  1850, xxxx1 
( Cmd . 1 280 } 

59 . G .  Grey t o  Kenny ( 26 Nov ember 1850 ) :  c . s . o .  1848-56, xxii i .  
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di s co veri e s  a l s o  helped to a l es s er extent , to put th e 

s e t tl�nent on its f e et .  Even the Southern Cro s s  wa s f or c e d  

reluc tantly to c onc ede in June 1853 tha t the town wa n c ompar a t ively 

pro sperous 1 though it a s crib ed thi s  pro s per ity s o l ely to the 

gold ru she s ,  in such grudging t on e s  as to c onv ey the impr e s s ion 

6 0  
tha t i t  had b e en cheated o u t  o f  �he fulf i lment of i t s  prophe c i e s . 

In a way Howi cks mi sfo r tun e s  could no t l a s t .  Th e  spr ead o f  

farmers in t o  the area wa s inevitabl e ,  s ooner o r  l at er , as the 

city of Auckland expande d ,  and th i s  st eady expan s i on i t s el f mu s t  

hav e  widen e d  narkets f o r  the pro du c t s  o f  th e p en s i oner s • l and. 

The gold ru she s  a c c e l era ted a pro c e s s whl ch wa s bm.md to c or::Je 

wi th the normal evo luti on of th e provin c e .  

The arrival a t  pro sperity of Howiclc was long overdu e . I t s  

mi sfo r tur., e s  had brou::;ht mi s ery to many .9.nd ha d r e sul t ed in a 

numb er o f  t endenc i e s  whi ch not only di s turbe d  the authorit i e s  

b o th in L ondon and in ll ew :lea land, but a ls o  touch e d a f'UJ.ldar.1en tnl 

wealm e s s  in th e s ch ene i t s el f . I t  i s  the purpo s e  o f  tl: e next 

chap t er to examine the s e  t endenc i e s . 

6 0 . South ern Cros s ,  2 8  June , 1853 . 
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CHAPTER VII 

PROBLE1'.1S OF DISCI PLIHE 

It ha s b e en  s e en that the e s s enc e of the s cheme for 

pen s i oner enisrat ion to New Zealand l a y  in it s  dua l chara c t er ! 
The pens iorter s were bo th s o l di er s  and c ivi l ians , sub j e ct t o  b o th 

military and c i v il ian law. Thi s  d;..�a l i ty wa s unavo idabl e o f  

cour s e ,  and ne c e s s a ry to the fu lfi lment o f  the o b j ec t s o f  the 

exper iment , but probl ens inevitably aro s e from it . The very 

incompl e t en e s s  of the mi l itary authori ty made the enf o r c enen t 

of a rigid di s c ipl ine impo s sib l e ; wlul e  on the o ther hand a 

cc.n s i derab l e  mea sur e o f  mil i  tar;I control was nec e s sary t o  en sur e 

tha t the force r er-1a ine d  an eff i c i e..."1t ni l itary nnit for &.!y 

emergency and s e condly that the pens ion er s  ful f i l l ed the obl iga t i on �!  

they had en tered into . A s  time pa s sed and tl'.e r�a tura l  pro c e s s 

of a s simi la tion o f  the pension ers into c o l onia l s o c i e ty s p e eded 

up , t�he probl et!l of enf o rc ing the r egul a ti on s  i.i'1.cr ea s ed . 1.'he 

fir s t  cornr:1anding of fi c er of tlle fo r c e ,  JJa jor Gray , had a l lowed 

a certain r elaxation of d i s c ipline in the for c e . l':a j or Ker.::y , 

when he su c ce eded t o  the c orziand, \'JOrked hard to na in t a in  

di s cipl ine and hold the f o r c e  toc e ther . 

'fl:e m1r e s t  at liow i ck ,  i t  ha s b e en s ee..YJ. ,  had [;iven r i s e  

to a nurn'0 er o f  peti tions , vJ:·li ch fact in it s el f con s tituted 

1 .  Chapt er II.  
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one a s p e c t  o f  the probl em .  The War O f fi c e  r eaction t o  the 

2 
pub l i c a tion o f  the b igge s t  of the s e  p e t i ti ons ( a  copy of whi ch , 

3 
print ed in the Southern Cro s s ,  had be an  forwarded anonymou s ly ) 

wa s ono of pa ined surpri s e .  t� . Fox Maul e could hardly b e l ieve 

that the p en s i on er s  had pa s s ed such r e s o lutions and wa s s urpri s ed 

to f ind they had no t pr e s s ed their gri evance s  through their 

of fi c er s . ' 1'he S e cret[',ry a t  War • , _s ta t ed Hr . Tul loch1 ' can only 

thro\l out gen eral hint s for con s idera tion on thi s  sub j e ct ; but 

he i s  anxiou s to make the pen s ioner s under s t and di s t inc tly tha t 

if any o f  the ir numb er are r epo rted to hirn a s having framed, or 

a s s ented to such r e s o lut i on s ,  o r  a s  pur suing a cours e of agi ta t i on 

a like unwo r thy o f  an o lc1 soldier and pr e jud i c ial t o  the inter e s t  

o f the se t tl em en t , he wil l f e e l  i t  hi s duty t o direct the ir b e ing 

s ent back t o  thi s  c ountry, and wi l l  no l o."lser p ermi t the i r  

L1. 
pens ions being drawn in li ew Zeal:md. t -

The ;:;ar Offi c e ' s a t t ention wa s onc e  mo r e dra\m to the state 

of di s c ipl ine in the p en s ioner for c e  early in th e f o l l owing year 

and ti1 i s  tir:J.e the repercus s i ons of off ic ia l displ e a sur e  took a 

more nbrupt f o rm .  

The Gray - s�ith ca s e  aro s e  ind ir e ctly out of t h e  s ane 

unr e s t  and d i s s a t i s fa c t i on a t  Howi ck .  For c ons o l ation in their 

2 .  S outhern Cro s s, 4 N o vetri':::> er 1848 . Vide Ch ap t er V .  · 

3 .  TU1 1o ch to ? ( Probab ly Col'!lnandir .. g Offi c er , R .lr . z . F enc ibl e s ) 
( 1  Mar ch 1849 ) :  Encl . B to : - Kenny to G .  G r ey { 15 October 
1851 ) :  D . A . , G . 18. 

4 .  Ibid. 
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mi sfor tune s  numb ers o f  the pen s ioner s had lo ok ed to drink .  

Th e  Spectator had listed habitua l ter;iperan c e  a s  one o f  the 

qualities whi ch pensioners a s  a cla s s did no t po s s e s s . 5 Sho rtly 

a f t er the arriva l o f  the firs t  de tachment s the ! i ew Zealander had 

lamented tha t many o f  the pens ioners w11i l e  wa itinG to b e  s ent to 

the i r  s e t tl ement s ,  had cl1o s en t o  s p end ' ha lf the day in the gl:'og 

I"' 

shops and the o ther 1...'1. the l o c1-c-up hous e ' . 0 Governo r  Grey 

hims e l f ,  a s  ha s been s e en ,  c i t ed th e in ciden. c e  o f  drunkrorrLe s s  

among s t  the p en s ion e r s  a s  a r ea s on Wily o ff i c er s  shou l d  r e s i d e  

con s tar�tly vli tl1  the men.7 H epo r ts of dea ths of p en s i 01:er s ' oy 

apoplexy due to drinking • o ccurr· ed, a fa c t  wh ic!.1 Cap tain Ke::.ny 

u s ed in ; �pr i l 1849 in a s tr enuou s  El. l"&'UlTierlt ae;am s t  t!1 e  l i c ens ir.g 

of ano ther ho t e l  in On ehunc;a , a s  a p er� s i oner had died drur.k in 
, . il ' ' l  ' f 

8 
tne ex� s t  1g one sno r � -Y o e  o r e .  G eneru l P i t t  a l s o  c ensur ed 

• mildly and mercifu l ly '  the ' exc e s sive :L."'ldulg er..c e  of th e rur:1 

bottl e ,  bo th ou the part o f  t�·1 �:: 1:.1en mh� their wiv e s r .9 

'l'he fa c i l ities for drinking granted to the p er.. s i on er• s wore 

s ev erely c r i t i c i s e d  l o ca l ly, lm t it wa s only brou;.jht to tne no t i c e  

o f  the Bri t i sl1 authoriti e s  thro ugh the co ur t s  martial he ld on two 

of the p en s ioner o ffic er s .  'J.lhes e  p ro ceedil c; s  caused s onet��ing 

o f  a lo cal s en sa tion and a t trac ted considerable no ti c e  not only ir ... 

5 .  Vide Chapt er I I I . p 2 5 

6 .  H ew Zea lander . 27 N o vemb er 1847. 
7 .  Col� S e c .  to Na j .  Gray ( g  O c to ber 1848 ) : c . s . o .  1848-56. 
2 .  New Z ealander , 18 Apri l  1 849 . 

9 . Southern Cro s s ,  2 April 1850 . 
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the p en si on er corps but in th e conmruni ty as a who l e  o f  which 

the pen sion er f or c e  no� forned a la rge part . 

In February 1849 a c ourt �artia l c onpri s ing L i eut enant 

C o l onel -.'Jynyard, o ff i c e r s  o f  the 58th Regiment , and Captain 

Kermy ,  hea r d  charge s bro ught aga inst C a pta m Smith b y  L i eut enant 

o . w .  Gray . 'l'he s e  charg e s were of p e culation ,  inci ting the 

1 0 
pen s i oners to di s content t e tc ' . The b o dy o f  th e charg e s was 

emb e z z l emen t  of goveri' .. :ment noney, s t or e s ,  and lab our , anong s t  

o ther mea:ns b y  the fals ification o f  tho pa y l is t s �1 One as pe c t 

of the charg e s  ha s al P e ady b e en  dea lt wi til - Capta in Snith' s 

eop1oyt:lcnt on hi s priva t e proper ty of p en s i oner s in government 

pay�2 Tn e charg e s  aro s e  out o f  co ur t  p ro c e eding s a t  :iio·:li ck 

whe :-· e  Snith was r e s i dent mat; i s tra t e .  Smi th and L ieutenant Gray 

wer e  b o th on the b en cl: when a c a s e  of deb t wa s broush t up , the 

pla int iff oeing a civil 1m1 and the defer;.dant a pen s i on e r  r:llo 

wa s a ls o  a pub l i c an .  The pl� int iff o b j e c t ed tha t Sni th \'iU S  a 

par tner o f the def enda.n. t ' s in the pub l i c  hou s e  ar..d t�� Cl"efo r e  no t 

1n a po s i t i ol:.. to ad judi cat e . 1 3  
Gray had foll orJec.'! up the ca n e  

from ther e ,  and dur ing h i s  inv e s t iga tion purpo r t ed t o  h::o. v e  fc und 

o ther i.n.f o rna tion about Sr.rl.th whi ch f ormed the gravamen of :11 s  

The origina l qu e s t i on o f  Sr:J.i th's a n s o cia tion wi tl-: the 

10 .  N ew Zealander ( 10 F ebru2- ry 1849 ) 

1 1 .  Southern Cro s s ,  5 May 1 849. 

1 2 .  Ib i d .  V ide Chap t er v. 
1 3 . Ib id. 

1 4 . Ibid� 1 9  May 1849 . 
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pens i oner -pub lican appear s to have bean l o s t  s ight of in the 

even tua l pro c e eding s .  

Af ter a hea ring whi ch la sted a month and invo lved over a 

hundr ed wi tne s s es , Captain Smith wa s  a c qui t t ed _ on all charge s . 

The up sho t o f  the case wa s that Lieutenant Gray 1n turn was 

court :mar tia l l ed by cornnand o f Ma jor G enera l Pitt ' fo r  s ca.T"ldalous 

m1d infamou s c onduct unbe coming the charac ter of an off ic er and 

a gent l eman in g et ting up and at t empt ing to sup ;ort ,  in an 

unjus tif iable and impro p er manner , disgi•a ceful charges aga in s t  

hi s  seni o r  of fi c er . . .  such c onduc t on th e  part o f  Lieut enant Gra y 

being subvers ive of a l l  di�cipline and subordL""la tion in the 

.P en �:d oner C o rp s  an.d ca l cule. ted to brLJ.g di s credit on Her h�a j e s t y '  s 

l c:; 
servi c e • .-

v 
Part of Gray ' s mi s conctu�t had b e en to l i s t e11. to repor t s  

about Smith from S erg eant aarry, the p ens ioner who kept • a  very 

ill r e��la ted publ i c ho us e • !6 
Gruy Vd S fo und guilty and s enten c ed 

t to b e  s everely reprimanded in such a na:nner a s  tl1e lia j or G enera l 

Cor::rmanding the Tro ops in N ew Zea l�:nd may ":Je p l e a s ed to cli1• e c t , 

e!1..d fur t"her , to ·a e r emoved from a::i.d rendered ir!. capab 1 e  o f  agai11 

s erving i:n th e P en s i ons:' F o r c e  i.lJ. H ew Zea land •
1
•
7 \'ihet.."ler Ol" no t 

favourit i sm was sho wn to Captain Smi th as 't�Tas al l eged wit:1 s or::e 

fo rc e  ':Jy the S outherr!. Cro s s , i s  umcerta irC6 
C er tainly the 

1 5 .  Ibid1 7 April 1849 . 

1 6 . Ibid, 5 May 1849. 

17 . Extra c t  from Brigade Orders , repr in ted in Southern Cro s s  
5 May 1849. 

18 . S outhern Cro s s ,  5 Muy, 1 9  May 1849 . 
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sugges tion wa s vigorou s ly r e j e ct ed b y  Ea rl Gr ey . l 9 

Lieutenant Gray l e f t  !i ew Zealo.nd in Jul y  1849 to put hi s 

cas e  b efore th e authori ti e s  in frlg letnd�0 
I t  would appear tha t  

he did s o  wi th g ood effe c t ,  a s  the s e::::t en c e wa s la tor dec l ared 

2 1 il legal and r evol�ed ,  though the o ff i c er him s e l f' never returned 

to lT ew Zea lnnd . 

L i eut enant Gray wa s no t the only of f i c er to suffer , however . 

The Co l on ial and War Off i c e s  s e cned to c ons ider tha t th e who l e  

affair wa s eviden c e  o f  a b a d  tone in th e forc e . I t  wa s de cided 

at th e ; ia r  Offi c e ,  ther efo r e , that 1 :\a jor Gray 1 th e C oil'lillanding 

offi c er ,  s hould al s o b e  r emo ved frol!l the corps . 
2 2  

1 �a j o r G ra�r 

t o ok no d ir e c t  part in the court oa rtial proceedings but b e ca us e  

tl1e d i s ci p l Ll'le o f  the f o r c e in c;enera l wn s hi s c onc ern h e  was 

co�: s i dered r e s ) ons ibl c f o r  the s l a ckn e s s in the corp s . Fror:J. 

nid 1850 , therefore,  Ea j o r  Kermy took ov er the c oi7Jli:and of th e 

f or c e . Dr . Ba cot , ti1e s taff surg eo� to the force,  wa s ano ther 

to r e c ei ve o. s harp reprimand on a c c ount o f  the tone o f  l1i s  

wri tinss in th e P ens ioner G a z e tt e ,  I s o  disr e spe c tful • • •  towards 

hi s l o ca l  superiors and so c a l cula t e d  to cr eate di s sati sfac tion 

2 3  
ff . d , ano:r:g the pens ioners I .  T:.1e o � c er s  g eneral l:,.- wc:::re  wa rn e  t": a t  

unl e s s  th ey s:::1owed a �:�or e  co rdial c o o p era tion ar.:o:r:gs t then s e l  ves  

1 9 .  Earl Grey to  G .  G r ey ( 2  Janu ary 1851 } :  D • .  � . , G.3.  lxxii 

20 . S outhern Cro s s � 13 July 1849 . 
2 l .  
2 2 .  

23 . 

N ew Zealander , 3 July 1850 . 
L .  Sul ivan Ular Offic e ) to Under Secre tary Colonial Off ic e 

( l l February 1850 ) :  En c l .  to : - Earl Gr ey to G .  Grey ( 25 
�ebruary 1850 ) · 

Ibid. 
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and gave t o  b o th the c iv i l  and mil i t a ry uutho r i t i e s  the 

c o oper a t i on whi ch they had a right to expec t ,  the S e cr e tary at 

War woul d b e  f o rc ed to make fur tJ.1cr clw.n�::; e s  o.rJOl1{3 S t  then .2 4 

Thus the \'iar U ff i c e t  s di s p l ea sure a t  th e laxi ty o f  d i s c ipl ine 

with in  the f or c e wa s widely s pread. 

But i t  di d no t end ther e .  lJr .. lilaul e ,  on a careful s tudy 

of the cour t s  mar t i a l  � :a cL c onc luded j u s tif iably enough , tha t 

tno s e  1 pa i11ful p:·o c c eding s 1 ha d o r i6i.na t ed in publ i c  hou s e s  

o\med b y  p en s i oner s ;  tha t i s ,  i.l 1  a dir e c t  br ea ch o f  '�h e 

reg:..;. i. a t i on s  origina lly la id do 1:m f o p  ":lle government o f  the 

force in lien Zealand in t:r�e f o l lo ;·fi.ng terms : -

• under no pr e t ext r/t.a. t ev er are p er.�.sion er s to b e  
p ermit t ed t o  s e l l  s p ir i t s  o r  Dlt oxi ca ting l i quor s o f  
any de scription in. hou s e s  a l l o t t ed t o  th em b y  the 

governL:len t .  Shoul d  ru1y a t t en.pt b e  emue to do s o ,  
e i  tile!' in their o w::� n.:..:. r.1e s  o r  :il1 t::l e name s o f  o tJ.1 cr s ,  
they wil l irnncdia t e l y  f o :"fci t tll e  po s s e s s i on of the 
ho us e s  and. gr01 .. llld o c cupi ed ".J�; therJ ,  aEd t1�ey wil l  
in l H::e 1::..til.J."1er b e  l iabl e  t o  r onovt:l l  therefroD f o r  
every brca c.i:1 o f  g o c: d  o rder t m:di.ng to l owe

�
fr- di s c ipline 

or intro!·l u c e  irn!ora l ity a�::ong t�n e fo r•c e .  I 0 

The s c cre ta1•y e. t :ar ,  thej_l , i t  \'l'd s sta ted, hacl_ b e en surpri s ed 

t o  s e e  tha t wi thin a f ew mont11s pi.tb l i c l:lG us c s  li.ad been l i c e....'Yl s ed 

in a ll the s et tl ew.m t s  exc ept unohunGa , ( and a s  ha s b e en s e en  

Onehunga had two b ;:· Hay 1849 ) whi l e  } [O ':Ji c:( had thr e e  �lo tel s -

one t o each s ixty fa�;1i l i e s . � -r • Fox .i..iaul e l  s d i s p l ea sm" e  (' \'lhich 

wa s en tirely endo r s ed by Ear l  Grey ) thus f e l l ,  though l e s s  

2 4 .  Ibi d .  

2 5 .  Ibid. N o  suc�1 r egula t i on apJ:..i ea r s , ho wever , ir. l i s t s  o f  
t erms s e en b y  the \Jr i t or .  
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directly than o n  th e offi c er s , on th e l o ca l  g o v ernment whi ch 

had l i c en s e d  th e ho t e l s  and pla c e d  the means o f  di s o ips t ion 

w i th in r ea ch o f  the pen s ioner s .2 6 I t  wa s in the publ i c  hous e s  

tha t disaff e c ti on had b e en fo s t er e d ,  tha t peti t i on s  had o ri 0 ina ted 

and doub tl e s s  that ea�ning s had b e mc s quander e d .  T o  provi de 

the s e  p en s i oner-pub l i cans wi th l iving s r oughly e quiva lent to 

tho s e  o f  the r nnk  an d  f i l e  p en s ion e r s , 1 t \:a s c s tir.!a ted, e a ch 

nan wou ld n e e d  to s p end £6 or £7 p er ar!num in ho t el s . 2 7 

I t  wa s d e c i ded by the S e cr e tary a t  \Va r, tl'!erefo re ,  that 

unl e s s  tb e r e  v;ere s orJe l o c a l  r e a s on s  of whi cil h e  w2 s no t aware, 

the l i c en s e s  o f  tD.e s c  n en  s:i1o uld be \Vi thdra\vn a:nd tha t no pt:.b l i c  

hou s e s  s ho u ld i:rl futur e b e  au tho ri s ed in the vil l a:::.;e s  o r  n i  thin 

trio rni l e s  of th em.28 I t  vm s ho lJ ed tha t by t J:1i s c en sur e a.r:d v1i th 

the as s i s tanc e o f  th ese r egul a t ion s the of f ic er s  vmu l d  be a o l e 

to ma inta i...YJ. the di s c iplin e  ir: the corps which had b e en l a cking . 

The men thems elves shar ed in the gen era l r epro of o f  "-;he 

S e c r e tary a t  War . H1fl. cnever a p en s i oner i s  proved t o  b e  an 

hab i tua l drunka rd, o r  c ondu c t ing h iins ol f  t o  t!:. e pre juc,_i c e  o f  

that r egul a r i ty ar;. d  good 0 1,der whi eh should pr eva il L"1 a 

M il itary S e tt l ement you ( the Off i c er C or:n:.mnding f i r s t b a t ta l i on )  

wil l bring hi s of fenc e m1der the con s i d era tion of the G overnor 

2 6 . Ibi d .  

2 7 . Ibi d .  

2 8 .  Ibid. 
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wi th a vi ew to hi s r emova l from the f o rc e . t 2 9 S ergeant Barry 

had a lr eady b e en di smi s s ed from the for c e .30 

Gov ernor Grey' s r ea c ti on t o  Mr . F'ox M a ul e ' s criticisn of 

the local  government wa s as c onvincin8 a s  ever . His r eply was 

tha t the l i c ences had b e en  granted by a co:.mrl. s sion of Jus t i c e s  

o f  the P e a c e ,  cons i sting o f  thr e e  p en s i oner offi c er s an cl  the 

pen s i oner surg eon - men whom the S e c r e.� ta ry  had cho s e..i to c or.r..�mnd 

31 
the f or c e .  - Tlle g overnment had no autho r i ty over thi s  c or.1r.1 is sion .  

?.loreo ver when the evil r esul t s  o f  the 6ranting of tho s e  l i c en c e s  

had b ecome a pparent h e  had b een ins trum enta l in having thera 

wi thdraw·.a .02 

'l'he G ov ernor ' s puri ty o f  int en t i m:. did n o t  5 0  un chal l e..Tls e d .  

A p e t i tion headed b : :  the Homan Ca tho l i c pr i e s t  a tta ch c d  to the 

s c ttl emen ts a.."'ld including tl: c  name s of l',la j or Gray a.'l1d C a.J ta in 

McDonald had b een g o t up and had been s igned by one ln.L."l.dl'ed a:.'ld 

fif ty of t£-.e tvw hUIH�.u>ed Ho wi cl� p cn s i oner s .3 3 'l'he pUl'po s e  of the 

p e t i t i on wa s to prevent m1y l i c en c e s b e int; G i v en  ut th e s e t t l enen t .  

The G o vernor , i t  was a l l eced, did r�o t  s end this poti t i o::1 t o  the 

l icen sing rnag i s tr:J.'ces encl. s o  ' by an i.i"1.g eniou s devi c e  tlli s p e t i t i on 

3 �  
wa s burked ' . 'l'hat such a p e ti t i on wa s ra is ed i s  b eym1d do ubt ,  

but the rea son f o r  i t s  b e int; L.J.eff e c tua l i s  o'.J s cur e .  I t  s e ens 

2 9 .  

30 . 
3 1 . 
3 2 . 
3 3 .  
3 4 .  

Extra c t  fron War Off i c e  dispa t ch to KerL."ly ( 27 Febi'Uar�r 1 8 50 ) : 
En c l . to : - Kenny t o  G .  Grey ( 3  H ov emb er 1 8 51 ) : D . A . ,  G . 1 8• x .  

Southern Cro s s , 6 July 1849 . 
G. Gr ey to Earl Grey ( 31 Augus t  1850 ) :  D . A . , G . 25/4, xci .  
Ibid. 
Southern Cro s s ,  30 Jm1e 1849 . 
Ibid . 
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hardl y cr edible tha t it was igno red o r  s tifl ed by the Governor 

for r ea so n s  of revenue , as wa s all eg ed by hi s inveterat e  eJ."l emy, 

3 5  �� . Brown o f  the S outhern Cro s s .  

Gr ey ' s apol ogi a  wa s a c c ep t ed ,  and the s e cr e tar;r a t  fiar 

admit ted that had he been famil iar wi th the l i c en s ing o r dinanc e  

the tenor o f  hi s previ ous l e t t er wo uld have b e en  very different . 3 6  

'l'lle Governor wu. s ab so lved fror1 a l l  responsibil ity an d  the evil 

r esul t s  o f the l ic ensing \7ere a s c rib ed to the though tl e s s  c onduct 

of the o ff i c er s of the corps .37 Ma j or Gray wa s the u nf'ortu:..�a te 

s capego a t . IIi s  dismi s sa l  on a c c ount o f  the bad tone in the 

c o rp s  when he hins elf had pro t es t ed in va lll acau1 s t  the r o o t  

caus e o f  i t , s e eos ru1 lr� jus t i c e .  

'i'he Gray - Sni th ca s e and i t s  ranif i ca tion s  had revea l ed 

grave weakne s s e s  in the dis cipl ine o f  the forc e .  The qu e s t i on 

of di s cipline \7as a l s o  invol ved in an i s sue whi ch cane up in 

the f o l lowing year . 'I'l1is conc erned th e  de s ir e  o f  s or.1e p en s i one::.' s  

t o  b e  relea s ed frou their ooligations so tha t they n ight work 

a t  a di s tanc e f ror1 t!lC s et t l er.lCnt s .  Two clau s e s  wer e  i!:vol ved : 

tha t i��po s ing th e f ive-mil e  l irai t on th e di stanc e a pens i on e r  

might g o  f o r  wor k; and. thn t r.1aking a t '..; endance at w e ekly r:IU s t er 

a t  chur ch p .. rade c onp� l s ory. 

3 5 .  Ib id. 

A numb er of p ens i oner s  a sked the. t 

3 6 .  F .  Uaul e t o  Earl Grey ( 1 3 F ebruary 1851 ) : Enc l .  in : - Earl 
Gr ey t o  G .  G r ey ( 17 F ebru:1 ry 1851 ) :  D . A . , G . 3 ,  l.x.xviii 

37 . Ibid. 
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the s e  restrictions be l ifted .38  LYJ. a c tu a l  fact each of the s e  

re straint s had been wa ived on o c c a s i ons . As ha s already b e en  

s e en Howick pension er s had obtained l e ave from the f ir st t o  rJOr� 

in · Au ok l an d 6  and during the h o
,
i ght o f  th o lL."U' e s t  a t  Ho wick the 

Governor had given r,1a j o r  G ray autho rity to u s e  his dis cretion 

when hardship might r e su l t  f rom t o o  s t r i ct an enfo r c ement of the 

regul ations on chur ch parade . 39 Ha j o r  Gray did so 1 a._n.d a l l owed 

tho s e  pens i on ers who were wo rking in Auc}:land to a t t end chur ch 

i!.O 
pa rade s there . - W'.ne ther o r  no t thi s privil ec; e wa s \'!i del:r knovm 

it would a pp ear that a nunb er o r  p en s i on er s  v:ho had sone to 

Ll.l 
Auckland continued t o  a t t end chur ch pai•ade s at th e ir s e t t l em ent s . --

\ !her� Ker .... "1y b ecanc c orm:na:ndi!1g o ff ic er ,  how ever , a s tri c t er 

in s i s t a:. c e  on t::.:e  le tt er o f  the r er:;uL". ti on s  v:a s il:.trodu c ed, 

na tura l ,  o f  cours e ,  i.E the c i r cums tanc e s  of !1i s appo '_ntment .  

Repea ted but unsuc c e ssful ap_Jenls wer e  made to him by nen wh o  

Ll ?  
wanted to b e  to tal ly excnptcd froo �leir dut i e s  t o  a t t end pa rade s . - �  

In a l e t ter to the G overnor i n  VL i ch s on e  p et it ions to thi s effe c t 

were s ent , Kenny s tated hi s oppo s i tion t o  t!2 e a l l o•.ving o f  

exemptions . Apar t fron the evi l s  whi ch the s anc ti on o f  such 

conc e ss ions wou ld en ta i l on the s ettl er.1 ent s ,  he was of the 

opinion tha t  ' where the bonds o f  di s ciplL"1e are so  s l ight alr eady 

38 . 
3 9 .  
40 . 

41 . 
42 . 

G .  Gr ey to Earl Grey ( 21 f;lay 1850 ) : P . P . l851 1  x ( Cnd . 1 420 ) 
G . G r ey to I.la j o r Gray ( 1  N o 7enb or 1848 ) : D . A . , c . s . o . , 1848-561 
H. of R . , V. &: P . , S e s sion II I ,  1855. Evidan c e  cvi . 

b ef o re P en s i one r s ' Poti  tio:n C or.nit t e e . 
Ibi d . 

K ariny to Col . S e c .  ( 10 Uay 1850 ) :  D�cl . l  in :  G .  G ray t o  Earl 
G r ey ( 21 May 1850 ) :  P . P .  1851 1  X ( Crnd. 1420 ) 
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i t  would be inexpedi ent to depar t from a s tri c t ob s ervanc e 

of the rul e s  ro1d r egula tion s whi ch have b e en pre s crib ed by the 

£13 
Home Autho ri ti e s ' .- on th e o th er hand, Kenny granted that 

provi s ion should b e  made for the r el ea s e  o f  men fro� the f or c e  

a long the lin e s  sugge st ed b y  one p en s ioner ( who wa s unab l e  t o  

make a l iving under the exi s ting r egul a tions ) fo r  his 01� r e l ea s e  

i . e .  b y  the r epayment o f  a l l expenses incurred by the governnent 

in s endL"'lg th em to the c o l ony and their eJ'l-ro lmen t in l o cal 

conpa.ni e s , as in England . K er�y r ec omm onded th a t  oen should 

q1 a l ify f o r  di s charge from the fo r c e under the s e ccndi ti ons . 4 4  

'l'he Go vernor agr e ed t.'J.a t a st ri c t er enfor c enent of t he 

.£!. '  
r egula t i on s wa s ne c e s sary�- o li'rom the t1i l itary p o int o f  v i ew 

it na s e s s ential tha t the nen should p re s ent thems elv e s  on the 

ap_-'o :inted days o f  mus t er s o  thu t the o ff i c er s c ould lmow the 

men wo ul d b e  on hand in an er:1erg ency • and such an cr.1erecr�cy 

wa s a lways l iabl e  to ari s e  in J� ew Zea land . 

He concurred a l s o  w:i th Kenny ' s re co:or;1el1.da ti on , howev er , 

tha t men sho ul d  b e  rel ea sed u:n der c er ta :Ln. c ondi ti or..s . IIe had 

fo u:Ld tha t SOL'le pen s ioners by going b eyond the f iv e-nil e  l imit 

had go t very profitab l e  eopl o:.;:cre:nt and high rat e s  o f  wa.ce s ,  and 

becaus e s or.1e of them had a lr eady a c q:.l i r ed s one pro per ty , they 

4 3 .  roid. 

4 4 . Ibid. 

4 5 . Ibid. D'1c l .  2 .  
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folln. d we ekly att endanc e at chur ch parade a burden . Therefo r e  

he ha d de cided tha t any p en s i on er who s o  wished c ould o btau1 

his dis charge by r epaying the c o s t  of his own pa s sne e and tha t 

of hi s wif e - not tho s e  o f  their chi ldren, ho wever, t who may 

perh�ps b e  rather rega rded a s  having b e en  s en t  out for the 

advantag e of the c o l��y thml o f  their parent s • . Grey r e cor::n'Jel1ded 

that th e money be us ed to s end out ano ther p en s ioner under the 

u sual conditi ons . By thi s  arrang em mt a numb er of men wo ul d be 

kep t availab l e  for s ervic e af ter the oxpiry of the f i r s t  s ever.!. 

year s ,  whi l e  the c o l ony would ga in the ru..'l.vantage o f  havL"'lg two 

p en s i oner s availabl e for i t s  def er. c e  instead of one �6 

Earl Grey in reply s ta t ed tha t U.r . P o x  Mau l e  had alr ea dy 

ant ic ipat ed the Governor ' s  a in fu�d had i s su ed a c ir cu l ar a l ong 

117 
the same l ine s .- Under the ·,var O f f i c e  plan the new l, egulat i on 

was made no re f avourabl e to the p ens i oner . N o t  all the 

expen s e s  o f  hi s r enova l  t o  the co l ony wer e to l)e repa id by the 

pen s i oner , on e s eventh b eing dedu cted f o r  ea cl1 year ' s s ervi c e  }; e 

had compl e t ed in lT ew Zea land . 48 

'1'1-:te plan pr·ovi ded a lo opho l e fo r tho s e  men such as s awyer s 

a.i'1d bus:-�men , and trade smen w.'::o s aw oppo rtu.-:: i t i e s  in 1\uc:dand 1 

who wished to work at a distal�c e .  ':lh e w i  thho ld:i.ng o f  the ir 

4 6 . Ibid. 

47 .  Earl Gr ey to G . G rey ( l Janua ry  1851 ) :  P .  P. 1851 , xi ( Cr:1d . 
1 420 ) Sub . enc l . to Encl . 

48 . Ibid . 
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pen si ons wa s no t a s er ious burden a s  the va lu e  of the s e  pen s i ons 

in mo s t  c a s es could easily b e  made up by th e extra wag e s  whi ch 
49 

wou ld attra c t  the men away frou the settlements in the fir s t  pla c e . 

N ever thel e s s  it may b e  �a s sumed that pens ion er s who ava i l ed 

thems elves o f  thi s privileg e  at th e same ti�e f orf eited their 

right s  t o  c o ttage, a cre and pr eempti on l and - a more s erious 

p ena l ty .  

T:he s e  con c e s s i ons , however , were no t int ended b y  KEif'l..ny t o  

b e  t h e  pr e lude to a g enera l r elaxat ion of the resul a t i ons 

gov erning the c o rps . R e inf o r c ed in hi s de t ermina t ion to 

main t a in  a firn di scipl ine by the G ov ernor ' s c oncurrence wi th hi s 

v i ews , th e cornr::�anding offi c er b ega:n to c lar:1p down on ao s en c e s  

fro� chur ch parade . Under certa ir:. co;:-:di t i o n s  'h e  wa s pr epnr ed 

to r e corrn;..end r'9lea s e  o f  p en s i one r s  fron t:i:.eir obl ir;a tion s  but 

on th e que s ti on of ordinary a t te.."l.danc e  a t  wc eldy ous t er h e  wa s 

f rom the f i r s t  inexorabl e ,  and a p o l i cy o f  ' tie;ht ening up ' wa s 

ins titut ed. 'l'hi s policy wa s ,  of cour s e ,  j u s t i f iabl e ,  and 

perhaps K enny had no option but to embark oL i t .  H e  hn c1 b e en  

promo t e d  t o  the cor:Jr:1fu:"'l.d o f  the forc e in pl a c e  o f  an o ffi c er 

w:10 s e  f a i lure to p r e s erve a :J ti•i c t er di s c iplL"'le had l e d  to l1i s 

pe r emp to ry di sni s sa l .  Ye t it we. s u:nf ortu: ·: at e  tha t  r1hen th e axe 

f ell it f e l l  ir..di s crirdJJ.at ely. Ua jor Gray had given oen u t  

Howi ck p ermis s ion t o  l eave the s e t t l er.1ent to f ind work a t  Auc}.:::l and 

49 . For exampl e ,  the per.sion of the no.n w:no s e  p e t i tion f o r  h i s  
r el e a s e  ha s been nentioned wa s £6 p e r  arnum , o r  4d. p e r  dien. 
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and had ,  oy !·oi s  o wn  st at ement , al lowed tho se m en  to a tt end 

5 0  church parade in the c ity. Ma j or Kenny in s i s t ed tha t al l 

pen sioner s should a ttend parade s  at the i r  o wn  s e t tl enent s and thi s 

order wa s oade retro spe c t ive . 'l'hi s meant tha t those who had 

been a ttending in Auckl and, by the p ermi s si on of the f"orner 

c ommanding o ffi c er , grant ed w i th tll e appro val o f  the Gov ern o r ,  

suff ered for no t having ful f i l l e d  th eir obligations ..51 The ir 

f o r tunes wil l  b e  fol l owed shortly. 

Mo s t  o f  Kenny •  s difficul t i e s  cent r ed a t  Ho ·:fick. Captain 

Sr.1i ti::. wa s ters ely reminded, a s  i t  a pp eared tha t a very larg e  

pr opo rt ion of the Howick p ens ioner s we re al l o wed to ab s en t  

thens elve s sy s t ema t i c a l l y  f rol!l church parade , that su ch a p ra c ti c e 

t:; y  
was unde s irab l e .  v �  Al thou.s11 he c1L: r�o t rul e out ' o c c a s ional lonve 
in d e s erving ca s e s  t ,  th e c orn Kmdir..g o ff i cer warned Sni th tha t cnr e 

wa s ne eded in grmt ing the pr ivil eG e •  By way o f  c onpa ri s on 

he c i t ed hi s  owr: bat tal ion where on an averag e ,  n in e  men were 

a l l o·w ed l ea ve each Sunday�3 

The in s i s t en c e  on r egular a tt endan c e at chur ch p.:1rade l e d  

to a further petitim1 froe Ho wi ck p Ens ioners in S ep t enb er 1 8 51 . 

Whi l e  th e pe t i tion 1 t s elf do e s  no t exi s t ,  Kem:y ' s cown cmt s on 

it sugge s t  tha t the f i f t e en peti t i oner s ' t:�ain re que s t wa s that 

50 . 

51 . 

52 . 

53" • •  

il . o f R . , V .  & P . ,  S e s s i on I I I ,  1855.  Evid en c e  b ef or e  
P ens ioner s '  P e ti tion C om:li t t e e .  

Ibi d .  

Kenny to Smith (N o date . Probably during July 1851 ) :  En c l . 
in : - Kenny to G .  Grey ( 1 5  September 1851 ) : D . A . ,  G . l 8 .  

Ibi d .  
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they should be re l ea sed f rom their obl iga tions to a t t end church 

parade on the g rotmda that t11ey c o uld c a m  h:tgher wag e s  beyond 

the s ettl em ent s . 54 Kermy, in submit ting the p et iti on ., enc l os ed 

a formidabl e l i s t  of extra c t s Eilld orders to back his opini on that 

th e re qu e s t s sh ou l d  not b e  me t .  They wer e the same qu e s ti ons 

whi ch had a l ready b e en d i spo s ed o f  by the \iar Offi c e  in 1849 1n 

relation t o  the ma j or peti tion of tha t year .  Rumour s o f  na tive 

Ullr e s t ,  Kermy cla imed, made it doubly ne c e s s ary that the f o rc e  
� r ;:) :->  1 shou ld b e  held tog e ther . � He a;)parent y pu:> su ed the raa f� t e r ,  fo r 

six weeks l a t er he enlarged on the que s tion of the p e t i t ioner s , 

te l ing G r ey t ha t  they wer e • many o f  t : : eul, old o ff m'lde rs , and have 

g enera l l y  b e en troubl es ome Lmd l i t igous cl'Jlr a c t ors ever since 

the i r arriva l  in the Co l ony ' . 5 6  

Kenny ' s f irmne s s  di d not inn�:edi a tely s o l ve t!.:e di s c ipl :il!e 

probl em, however . As the irregular i t i e s  at Ho\·ri ck c or'"t inu od, 

much to hi s chagrin , he c ame to the coi: c lus ion t ha t  so:.;e evi l 

inf luen c e  wa s a t  wor1: there and that there wa s a r evival of 

pr evious atter:1pts t o  diffu s e  di s cont ent at:Long s t  tile pensioner s .  57 

Z enny did no t sugs e s t  who na s trying to spread thi s tr oub l e ,  but 

no doubt the Southern Cro s s  wa s t�� e  target . 'l'hough i t  had 

t emporari ly drawn in i t s  horr: s , the Cro s s  1n Janu2. ry 1 8 50 r e turne d  

54 . Kenny to G .  G r ey. Ib i d .  
r r Ibid . o o .  

5 6 . Kenny to G .  Grey ( 2? O c t ober 1851 ) :  D . A . I G . l8 .  

� '7  v '  o Kenny to G .  G r ey ( 3  Uover.1b er 1851 ) :  D . A . ,  G . la , x .  
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to th e fray over the c or:1pul sory Su��da y parade s  whi ch i t  c ondera:ned 

s inc e many p en s ioners were ·wo rking we ll away fron th eir vil lage s 

and because o f  the attra c t ions whi ch t h e  ho t e l s  of f ered t o  the 

58 
men on thes e o c casions . 

All tha t  Kenny cons idered he could do ur:der th e circums tance s 

wa s ,  with th e G overnor ' s  c ons ent, to di smi s s from th e for c e  any 

man who con tinued to br eak the r egulations�9 
Inde ed he had already 

b egun to d o  s o .  During July and Au.u>"U s t  two Howi ck men were 

di s�i s s ed from the corps on the c onnanding of f i c er ' s  in s tru c tion s  

� o  
aft er Captain Smith had given th en warning; ru.1.d four mar e IIotli ck 

men had be�� s io i l a rly depri ved by D e c emb e r .  O ther s ,  no t only 

in Howi ck, doub tl e s s  r e c eived th e same tr eatnent . At l ea s t  one 

O tahu:l�u nan l o s t  hi s ho us e and a l lo tment whcm Kenny t o ok o vcr� 1 

Under su ch a b l anl: c t  de c i s ion as t!a jor Ke:nny had r..1a de on th e 

sub j e c t  of r egulEL t i on s , in ju n t i c e s  ·wer e bound t o  o c cur . During 

the �rear s 1855 and 1 858 two H o u s e  o f  F!.epr e s enta t iv e s  cor:n:.:i t t e e s  

and one Au ckl and Provir1cial Co1h"1. ci l conr:i ttee exa:-.1i:r:.ed t: :e  claims 

of pens ioner s who had been penal i sed in this way .  

T!1 e f ir s t c otnJ:;Ji tte e  o f  the Ho u s e  o f  Hepr c s en ta t i  v e s  s et up 

6 2 
on the motion o f  Hr .  S ewell in Augus t 1855, brouGht up i t s  r epo rt 

in th e f o l l owing nonth. The evidence, p art s of whi ch have 

58. Sout hern Cro s s  ( 23 JaJ1Ua 17 1852 ) 
59 . Kermy to G .  G r ey ( 3  l !ovenbcr 1851 ) :  D . A . ,  G . l8 1 .x .  
6 0 . Corr e spondenc e betweer_ t: 01my nnd Srni th { 7 July t o  8 :\ugus t  

1851 : D . A . 1  G . l8 .  
61 . H .  o f  R . , V .  & P . , Se s s ion I I I ,  1855 : Evidenc e b efore P fuJ.s ionel 

Petition Committee . 

62 . Ibid. ( 21 Augu s t  1855 ) 
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al ready be en quo ted , wa s n or ely ex par t e ,  Ua j o r  K ermy having 

decl ined to tak e pa rt in the llLve s tiga tion on the ground that 

the subj e c t o f  the p eti tion c oncerned the ni l i tary and no t th e 

c ivil au tho ri ti e s . The committee re cogn i s ed t: l i s  f a c t  but i t s  

verd i c t  wa s s ti l l an indi c tment o f  the government f or i ts f ai lure 

to carry out i t s  obl iga t i on s  and of Ma ,j or Ker:.ny f or hi s s everity. 

T'ne c omr."l i t t e e  f our:d tha t ' the neg l e c t  to pl a c e  the men in 

i.rni:l ed ia t e  pos s e s si on of their c o tt a g e s  cmd a c r e s ' wa s ' t�e 

clear e s t  br ea c:n of agr e emm1.t t •6 3 N everthel e s s  1 ti1e mo s t  s e ri ou s 

gri evar.�. c e and tha t v1r1 i c h  cal l s mo s t  imp era tively f o r  the int er-

f er en c e  of th e C o l onial Exe cu ti v e , is depriving theo ( t��e p en s ioner s 

of c o ttag es and a cr e s  a:nd even pl�cing then under s toppa2; e s t o  the 

who l e  amo '..lilt of the ir pa s s at; e noney1 for a'J s en c e  from parade 

tr�ough s i ckn e s s • . On. the g e:nern l qu e s t i on of o bl igat i8:;: � s , th e 

commi t t e e sugg e s t ed that ' a s the C r o'.Vll in the f ir s t  i.Tl s tanc e 

fai l e d to per fo rr1 the c ondi t i on w:der w�1i eh the pens ioner s  :7ere 

w..r o l l e d ;  it b e c or1e s a que s t i on de s ervi:Ilg th e s er i ous c or.. s iderat i on 

of th e Exe cu ti ve G o ver-.cunen t ,  whether t£1e brea ch of agr e enent on 

the par t  o f  the Cro\·m , sb.oul d no t exenp t the P en s ion er s  fror.1 a 

too s tr i c t  und l i t eral int erpreta t i on o f  the c or.:.tra c t  in r e s pe c t  

of the s ervi c e they were requ ired t o  r ender • .  'rhe c orr.::i t t e e  

cons idered it coul d ne t f o l l o w  the r.::at t er a.'l.y fur t�"1er , but sur;.:::; e s t ed 

tha t the sub j e c t  be bro ught b efore th e .Exe cutive Government . 6 4 

63 . H .  o f  R . , V .  & P . ,  S e s s i on I II , 1855.  
P eti tion conmit t e e . 

H ep o r t  of P en s i one r s ' 

6 4 .  Ibid. 
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Ten months la t er ,  however, Mr . F o x  pr e s en t ed a p e t it ion 

from a gro up o f  the same rnen, in whi ch they c onplained tha t 

a lthough they ha d lai d the c omr1i tt e e 1 s r epor t befor e the 

G overnor their grievan c e s  were s t i l l  tmredr e s s ed . 6 5  Ano ther 

c ornmi t t e e  wa s therefo r e  s e t  up to examine th e c a s e�6 This 

c omr1i t t e e  wen t further than ti1 e fir s t .  I t  r e s o lved f i r s tly 

• tha t the o bl ig a tion of the go vernment to p ro vi de ea ch p en s ioner 

wi th a cottase and a cre on l andlilB wa s a • c ondi t ion p r e c e dent • 

on th e fulf ilmen t o f  w>1 ch depended the obl igat i on s  o f  the 

p ens i oners to perform the dut i e s  inpo s ed on t h en ' ; s e c ondly, 

• tha t  the non ful fi lment of' th e c ondition by the g o v ernment 

compe l l ed many of the pens i oners \71 tl1 t h a  coE s ent of th eir offi c er s  

in th e f ir s t  in s tunc e ,  t o  re side a t  u di s tanc e ,  whi ch p r ev en t ed 

the ir a tt endan c e  on parade s ;  and tl1a t to depr iv e therJ of :;heir 

co ttage s and a cr e s on t he gro nnd of sucl1 non a t t endan c e  wa. s urd er 

the c ircums tan c e s ,  unfair towa rds tlle r:;en • . i'he c ocni  tt o e  

de ci ded , ther e f o r e , tha t 8Il. Y  p en s ioner s thu s  deprived wer e 

en t i tled t o  c :_,mpen s a ti on ,  aL.d r e cot1r.1ended t o  the G ov erno :. ... tllat 

he should award the s e r.: en  the r i5�1.t to s e l ec t one hundred a cre s  

of c o untry l and in the .tl.uckl und pro vinc e . 
6 7  I t s  r epo r t  in o tlmr 

words u."1� q'IJ,1vo cal l y  uphe ld · tile conp1a1nts of tlle p en s i oner s .  

Whe th er the ' condi t ion pr ecedent • j udgenent was a l toge tl-'ler 

6 5 .  
6 6 . 
67 . 

H. c f  R . , V .  & P . , S e s s i on I V ,  18 56 . 
Ibid. { 12 Jul y  1856 ) 
H .  o f  R . _ V .  & P . _ S e s s ion IVi 1 8 56 .  

Petit ion comnittee (D-23 ) ( 5 Jul y  

( 1 7 June 1 8 56 ) 

Repo r t  o f  � en s i onor s '  
1856 ) 
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p ermi s sibl e  is doubtfUl . The princ ipl e tha t there were 

obligation s on both s ide s ,  however , wa s wel l worthy of r e co sni tion . 

A s  the compensn t i on w:t:i ch the c ornni t t e e had recomnendod 

had to be made out of the wa s t e lands of the Auckland provlllce,  

. � 6 8  
the r;n tter wa s r ef erred to the Au ckl and .t:rovincial Council . 

The Counc i l s e t  up 1 t s o wn corJl:l1 t t e e  which endor s ed the 

reports of the Hou s e  of Repr e s entn t1 v e s  c orni t t e e s  and r e c or.rrJended 

6 9  
cotlpen sat ion . A Colllpen s a tion A c t  wa s theref ore pa s s ed b y  the 

Council in 18G8 author i s ing the payment o f  £50 f o r  Crom1 lands on 

70 
b ehalf of t he s i x  pens io:r>.ers nnne d. In the s a:::c way compensation 

wa s awarded dur ing the s e s s i on to s everal o ther pe:;: s ioner s who 

p e t it ion ed for i t  on s ir:1ilar groun ds . 

Onl y  a do z en o r  s o  nen were invo lv ed in the s e  pe t i t ions . 

'l'here were do �b tl e s s  o ther s ,  l e s s  per s i s t ent ir� their der.J.ands , 

who might have qua l if i ed fo r conp en s a t ior� had tJ.1ey pr o s s e d  the ir 

claims .! . 

Ma j or Ker..ny, then, had tri ed ha rd , s oraatine s wi th unfor tlUla te 

re su l t s , to arr e s t  the de cl in e  of di s c ip l L�e 1r. the co rps . In 

one way, ho wever , he wn s trying to arr e s t  an inevi tab l e  pro c e s s  -

the a s similat i on o f  the fo rce ��t o  colonial s o c i e ty m1d the 

relaxa ti on of mi l i tary t i e s  whi ch accompanied tha t deve lopment . 

6 8 . H .  of rt . , v .  � P . , S o s si on IV . ( 2 8  July 1856 ) 

6 9 .  

70 . 

A . P . c . ,  A .  & P . 1 Se s s ion VII I ,  1857 .  Ad Interin report 
(17  Dec emb e r  �857 ) 

A . P . c . , A .  & P . ;  S e s s ion VII I ,  1 8 58 .  Conpensation Act. 
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n evertheless  the pro c e s s  had bee.11 as s i s ted i n  certain ways 

and through certaii:t. chan:nel s ,  a s  Kmmy pointed out in 1 856. ' I t  

should be borne in nind tha t for year s  pa st the Pens ioners evon 

whil e  s erving have b e en tau�:;ht to r ecn rd themselves a s  Civil ians , 

rather than a s  monb ers o f  a nilitary body s ent out for special 

dut i e s  to the Colony, whil e  the Pre s n  o f  thi s P ro vinc e ,  a s  wel l  

a s  tho se il� a uthority, and private individual s ,  have c ount enan c ed 

a spir it o f  lnsubordinat i on in sone raenb ers o f  the c orps w.hi c!-1 

has tended to subvert r:iil i  tary d i s c i pl ir .. e end to underTJi.ne the 

inf luence o f  the o ffi cers . •  7 1 

The i:L:fluenc e o f  t :n. e  Bout� �ern Cro s s  and for the s.ho rt time i t  

ran, the �mclo � :aori \ iarder , r::ru s t  haue f oment ed d i s sa t i n f� c t i oE n t  

Ho wi ck . I t  r e quir e s  no cre.�1 <.; i_ .a c;ina tion to vi suo. l i s c  the e f fe c t  

whi ch co�sta:n.t a dvo ca c:r o f  t�1C p en s i or�,:-rs ri c;I-�t s n.:c .. d n ir ins o f  

their sup,. o s ed gr ievances  ":J y  tvK o f  t�1 e l eadin� newspa,? ers r:u s t  

:have han on men l i t t l e  u s ed to beir:.� t h e  c er..tre of o.n i1:1por tctr: t 

pub l i c  qu e s tion . !T o :;  onl:r \'/ \.;;r e  t?1c ir rea l t;ricvtc:lc e s  cacl.e i.Xt";) l i c  -

and no cel'lsure e n: _  "J e  pa s s ed on the pre s s  for do ing t:1i s - but 

di s sa tisfa c tior:. vm s i'o s t cred by t:i:lc paper ; a...:. d  the pl ight o f  tJ:1e 

pen s i onnrs wn s o ften, oLc f e e l s ,  used by th e Sou thern Cros' s  ner ely 

as amrrunition hJ. its l one; ar:.d vi!ldi ctiv e ';) a t t l e  aga inst the G overnor 

The s crupulousness  of i ts nethods in f igllting thi s  ba t t l e  wn s 

s eldom a ma jor cons idera tion. The truth of its  reports cn::c:..10 t 

7 1 . A . P . C .  A .  2c P .  S e s s ion V I ,  1856-7 . Correspondenc e relative 
to All eged lnt anded Inti�ida tion o y  P ensi oners ut  Elections,  
ordered to b e  printed 8 January 1856 . lvtA� - � ·  v l', . � ..:"�t .L 

LIBRAR'i 
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always b e  guaranteed. But the cons tant in s i s t en c e  tha t 

s ol i d  grievances d i d  exi s t  mus t  have c onvh1 c ed the men thems elv e s  

and added grea tly to Ma jor K anny t a diffi cu l ti e s .  
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CHAPTER VI I I  

ASSIL! ILA'l'I ON 

1 .  
A na t ural c or. c ordtnnt o f  the l o o s eninG o f m i l i tary t i e s 

wa s the gra dual a s s ir.1il a �:; :i.on o f  th e r:1 on :l..n to their n ew so ci e ty. 

'l'lle pr o c e s s wa s no t an a\.Jrup t one b eg irL ing only u t  the end of 

s even year s .  I t wa s the int enti on o f  tho s e \7l �o devi s ed the 

plan tha t the p ro c e s s  s ho ul d  be one o f s teady e v o lution fron 

mil i ta ry  dependel� c e  to ab s o lute f r e o doD. '..L'he r.1en, o f  co��:, s e ,  

\'/er e  no t r e qu ir e d  t o  adapt thon s e lvcs r o  a so c i e ty a l r eady s o  

s e t  that they co :..tl d r:1ako :no inpr e s s i on 01-: i t ;  ir .. decd they c a:.:e 

L.! suff i c i ent r..ur:1b or•.S t o  do s o .  'l'hcy were , �!owover , o f  a very 

differ on t s taup fron tf'.�1 t of 'vl : c i r  f e l l o r; p i on e er s . I t  ·,·m s a 

s tar.1p , mo r eov er , w�:i ch wa s � cr..cra l ly c o :;::s icl..e:, ed to b o  o f  v e ry 

inf erior qua l i ty by ear l i er c o l oni s t s  \7l:o r e s er:t ecl in s one c a s e s  

the s ending o u t  o f  a c l a s s  of s e t t l er whi cn di d n o t  nca sure up 

t o  the i de al they c:;.er i shod of youn; nn rr ied ir::n:.:it:;rml t s ,  heal thy, 

vigorous , and hnrcl •.vorld.E;; , Dell and \7or1er� \·.fho had del i8 era t e ly 

cho s en N e\-.; Z e a L c . d  a s  their 116me and had c one out to c ar·.;o for 

then s e l  v e s a li vi.Ilg fror:: ti·. e l and . .ii. s a r e s ul t  t} ::.e poi.-:sio::cr s 

did no t f ind autor.;,a t i c  a c c ep tanc e .  The reac tion o f  .:\uc:dand, 

a s  far as it wa s expre s s ed, vm s m:favourabl e .  

The n ew Zea lander had l o oked for'.·m rd t o  th e arr ival of the 

pension e r s , and had pr edi c t e d  tha t they wo ul d  b e a valua'.J l e  a s s e t  
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1 
to the c o l ony . 1T evcrtl.1el e s s  i t  so on be came th e r:1outhp i e c e  of 

cri t i c i s1:1 of the men ,  j u s t  as the Sou thern Cro s s t o ok to i t s elf 

the ro l e  of e xp o ser of their ha rds hip s and � j us t i c es . The 

app ea ran c e  o f  the f ir s t  dota cr.Jnrol.t s  brought d i sa ppo intr1ent fo r 

some 1\ucklander s .  t They have no t '  ' sa i d  the li ew Zea l : mder , 

• turned out to b e  the hea lthy and abl e -bodied nen pr omi s ed in 

L ord Grey • s dispa t ch ;  and c er ta in l y  if �-,e oay go by the uark of 

the mouth, no t a t  a ll m1dcr fort:; e ight year s o f  age . ' 2 A c cording 

to the Angl o -i:.lnori \:Varder a l s o  the f or ty f iv e  your a3 e l ini t d id 

3 
not s e en to have b een very riGidly adhered t o . Lieut enant 

Hick s on ' s deta cbrnent of lT o rthern Iri shnen, hoi'lever� w er e o f  a 

b e t t e r  s tanp .  t ';i e ·ne r e  Gr O::>. tl y  p l 0:1 8 Cd Wi th t�'. C g eneral 

app earan c e  of the newcoue r s , ' wro t e  th e !T ow Zealru"lder . ' Th e  m en 

s eer:·1e d to b e  ha l e ,  henrty f e l l ows , ar.d wi th the i r  wiv e s  ar:d 

L1 f a:·.:i l ies l ikely to p2."'0v e a valuab l e  a c c e s s ior� to our p o pulat ion .  t 

!: everthe l e s s  the coEt:> ibu tion the p ens ioner s were making 

to the l abour nark c t  wa s soon beli1g que s ti oned. • As yet the 

sup; ly o f  labour afforded by the p ens ioners h a s  -o e en  nor:inal ly 

nothing ; t o  s peak g m1cral ly, the p2rent s ,  if no t too o ld� a r e  t o o  

hab it ridden , and the chi l dr en  are to o younc , and icnora.'Yl t from 

want o f  oxper i en c e . • 5 Harsher cri ti c i sm wa s again to cone from 

l .  
2 . 
3 .  
4 .  
5 .  

N ew Zealander , 17 April 1 8 4 7 .  
Ibid .  18 s ep t er.1b er 1 847. 
Anglo -Ma or1 Warder , 12 O c tober 1848. 
New �calander, 17 May 1848. 

Ih i d .  8 De c emb er 1 8 47 . 
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the N ew Zea l ander . The c o l oni s t s , i t c laimed , wan t ed men abl e 

and wi l l ing to worl{. .
6 In gen era l the pen s i oners did no t measur e 

up t o  their r e quir emen t s , owing to phyo ica l handi caps and year s 

of nrmy l i f e . And suppo sing they were abl e ,  asked the ll ew 

Zealander , wer e they \Vi l l ing to s e t t l e  d own a s  • s t eady and 

per s evering labour er s ' ?  • N o  one ac quaint ed with human na tur e 

c ould anti cipa t e  tha t ,  a s  a c la s s ,  th ey would b e ;  fa c ts of dai l y  

o c curr en c e  prove t!1a t nany of them are no t .  Even wh en  they a r e  

not drur..k en ,  di s s o lu t e  o r  o tl:J.erwi s e irm:nora l they shriPJ� from the 

wearine s s of c on '::: inuou s exer tion of o :ny kind . ' 7 One f amer wa s 

quo ted a s  s aying that he :md euployed r.:::any of the pen s i on er s .  

' I  never go t a fair da:i • s wo rk fror;1 on e o f  tlloo . A l though they 

look for t !:e highe s t  wac e s  �l:.oy nake ;,rou the l ea s t  po s s ib l e  r e turn.' 

Huch s tore had b e en s et o::1 the value tl � e  \'liv e s  m-: d c h i l dr en of 

pens ioner s wc ulcl o e  il:. dorJe s t i c  s ervi c e ,  y e t  l'l e:> e again i:1�; p e s  

wer e  di sappo inted. t Sooe of t��e f ewa le s are Lo t qua l i f i ed f o r  

the s a t i s f a c tor;;· d-i s clln:::>g e  of huu s eho ld duti e s ;  so ne a r e  no t 

ivi l l ing to subr::i t  t o  tD.e r e s tra ints and eff o r t  Wl"li c:i.:. tho s e  du ti e s  

invo lve ; a l l  s e ek f o r  t 11e na.ximtlll1 o f  ':tages \Vi th the oinin:ru.m of 

9 
work .  1 '1/i l l ian swain s on ,  a shrewd and dis c erning o b s e:>Ver ,  a l s o  

not ed this fac t .  ' Alno s t  the only s erious drawback t o  n ew Zea lar�d 

as a pla c e  of r e s i den c e  fo r ladi e s  i s  the di fficulty o f  f ind L'tlg 

6 .  ' Ibid. 1 3  O c t ob er 1 8 4 9 .  
7 .  Ibid. 
8 .  Ibid. 
9 .  Ibi d. 
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and keeping g o o d  s ervant s • • •  The fnmi. l ie s  o f  the p en s i oners 

have no t supLJ l ied the demand Ln. the oanno r  and t o  tho extant 

it was anti c i pated 1 t0 
In s on e  qu art er s  antagonism to·wards the pensioner s di ed 

hard. In 1852 s ev era l Auckland J.tunicipal Counci l l or s , p r e sunably 

responsible oembers of the c or�ulli� i ty ,  o r  at l ea s t  i t s  cho s en  

repr e s entatives ,  s everely cri t i c i sed a s chene whi ch brought t o  

the country n en  s o  l i t tle fi tted for c o l onial li f e .  A llega ti ons 

l l  
of pilf ering wer e nude ac;a in s t  thcrJ in Counc il ; - In :-.�a � · ch the 

C oun c i l  a lmo s t  unan imous ly v o t ed in favour of a petitio'!l to the 

Hou s e  of C oWl!lons w> i ch c onder:ined the pensioners as ' b eing in 

con s e qu enc e  of the m i l i tary r e s t r i c tim:s to ..,.Jhi ch they ar e 

sub j e c ted, in a creat nea sure unavailab l e  a s  farm labourers 

and s ervant s '  and a s ser ted tha t • L"l po :il'lt of D.8 e ro1cl. l1<l'b i t s  th oy 

are s till fur ther o b j e c t i onab l e . • 1 2  

Unf or tun. ·  t ely f o r  the p en s i oD e r s  they suf f er e d  i::: cot1parison 

with one c l a s s  o f  irm:· icrfu"'lts rrhot'! i t  W3. S intended to brL'lg out e. t 

one s tage , n�mely the f r i ends and relatives o f  s e ttl ers . An 

o ffer wa s ap_:_Ja r ent ly made by the govcr:r.ment to the c o l oni s t s  

dur irl.f3  tne 1840 t s o f  s or.1e arrn:n-c-;ei-:Ic:nt s for th e brlll[;lllG out of 

such enit;rnnts pro vided that the c o s t s  of pa s sar;c wo r e  borne by 

N ew Zealand�3 .·rhen the land fund wa s u s ed to br L"lg out the 

1 0 . Swa ins on ,  :l.uckland , the capi tal of 11ev1 Z.ealand, Ur"'l d the 
Country adja c ent. p7o . 

1 1 . Au"CF.land hlu:nicipal C oun c i l  ( 31 Janu ·."tr:r 1852 ) .  H ew �eal :u:1der 
7 F ebruary 1 8 52 .  

1 2 .  Auckland Lluni c ipal Cou:. _ c i l  ( 27 March 1 9 52 ) Ibid, 3 Apr i l ,  1852 . 
1 3 . N ew Zealander , 3 ·;�pril , 1 852 . 
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fencib l e s  a c ertain r e s entment s prang up a,::;a inst them . I t  wa s 

thi s c ompar i s on between r e l a t i ons and fr i ends on the one hand, an d  

pen s i oner s on the o ther - b e tween tho s e  whom s e t t l ers want ed to 

bring out and tho s e  who were fo i s t ed upon them - that a l i ena ted 

S OQe people fro� the f o rc e .  For i t  i s  to b e  rememb er ed that the 

c o l on i s t s  r egarded the pen s ioners a s ilmiligran t s to b e  mea su r ed 
" 

a long s ide any o ther irnr.1igrnnt s ,  and n o t  a s  men brought out in 

the firs t pl ac e in r e sp on s e to ru1 appea l  f or mor e  tro o p s . 

2 .  

One a s pe c t  o f  thi s ho s t il ity to tJ:1e p en s i o:1 0 I' S  wa s the 

op9o s i t ion to the grant to �tee o f  ful l po l i ti ca l  riJht s ,  l o c a l  

and n a  ti ona 1 .  

Tho s e  pen s ioners \"Jl:.o he ld depa s tur ins l i c en s e s  \'ier e ent i t l ed 

along wi th any o ther lic en c e  holder s , t o  v o t e  for warden s o f  the 

hundr eds . In F ebruary 1 849 s ix fa rcer s in the onehlli!ga hlU1dr ed 

vigorously pro t es ted, thr ougJ.1 t:L1e H ew Z.ea lunder , a t  the ac ti on 

of tlle n in e t e en p ens i oner l i c en s e  ho l der s  in the ir hundr ed who 

had r egi s t ered a b l o c vo t e  in favour o f  t1� e e can�idnt e s ,  one 

of th em Capta in Kenny, who ·.vc re non per s ona e  grata e wi th the 

l LI.  
eighteen o th er s  e l i g ib l e to vo t e� - The s ix nen, and one ga ther s 

they were l eading fart1or s ru:..d c i ti z en s  in the comr.TI.l: ;.ity, ob j ec t ed 

that the pen s i oner s ,  thro ush their isnoranc e o f  l o cal co::.di t ion s ,  

1 4 .  N ew Zealander , 3 M:.1rcl1 1 849 . 



1 0 6  

were no t qualifi ed t o  contro l t::'le r egul a ti on s  f o r  depa s tur ing 

cattl e ,  o r  even to vo t e  on the rr.a t t e r .l 5  ' They c n m1o t b e  c on s idered 

as independent s et t l ers , they being , in fa c t , a p o r t i on o f  t�e 

mil itar-.1 for c e of t..he c o untry, under th e contro l of their o ff i c er s , 

and having from previou s hab i t s  and pre s ent po s i t ion , no f e e l ing 

or . int ere s t  1n coru-::2on wi th the s e tt l er . 1 1 6  The farmer s r egr e t ted 

tha t the p ens i one r s  had brouGht thcr.Is elves into conf l i c t  wi th 

the s e t t l e r s  on an i s sue vi ta l ly a f f ec tiP� th en bo th , e spec ia lly 

a s  the emp l oyment given the p ension er s  was • a s nuch t o  s erv e then 

a s  f ron t he pecuniary b en cfi t tha t co<.tld b e  derived f ror.1 the labour 

of such o l d  and infirm peopl e who s e  previou s hab i t s  of l i f e  t o ta l ly 

unf i t t ed ther.'! for agr i cu l tura l pur sui t s '  •1 7 The l et t er i s  p e rhap s 

sp i t eful , i l l - t er:pered , and exat_:;g era ted , ye t i t  r e pr ·.: s ent s  f e elil:.g o 

on the sua j e c t  of t!.:e p e:n s ior:.er s �1r:.cl t�:eir r ishts , l il:: ely t o  b e  

expo s ed onl y  i n  mow.ent s o f  s tr e s s .  T11e F ew Zeal 9T-=-der i t s elf , 

1n 1 8 51 , wa s ana zed tha t  the Honi cl>: l i c e:r:s e  ho l der s had cho s e.."1 

pens i on er s f o r  tbe warde:ns !�p of th e ir ln.t<'"ldred, rather than 

• exp er i enc ed s e tt l er s �:.d pra c t i c a l  asr i cu1 tura l i s t s t J8 

'l'he que s t i on o f  tl::.e p o l i t ic a l  r ight s clue t o  the pe:n s i m  ... ; el� s 

wa s ful ly canva s s ed on the pub l i ca t i on o f  the Auckl and ::-. (l.l,::i c ipa l 

Co rporation charter in S ept er::1b er 1 851 . Under th i s  neasur e Auckland 

w:..--. s  incorpora t ed a s  a bol'ough ru1d v.ra s d ivided into f o ur t e en  wards 

1 5 .  Ibid .  
1 6 . Ibid .  

1 7 . Ibid . 
18 . Ibid1 5 Hay 1851 .  
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ea ch o f  wlli cll wa s to r e t urn  one lJenber to a con:rnon c ouncit� 
Each pens i oner s ettl era ent vm s nade a ward and in thi s way 

pens ioner s wer e given a repr e s enta t i on on the c ounci l  roughly 

pro p o r ti onal to their popul a t i on i . e .  they wer e given 4/14 

of the r epr e s entation whereas they compri s ed approxima tely 5/16 

of th e to tal populat ion of Auckland ar�d its n eighbourhood. Gr ey 

expla i:'1od tha t the sys t em o f  wards wa s des igned t o  pr event the 

c omr1er c i a l  c la s s  of the ci t�r fron ga;l:n.i.J."'lB c ontrol of the coiJ.n c i l  

throu0h i t s  numerical super i ority o ver the agri cu l tura l  cla s s  ru1d 

p en s i oners �0 
Th e c onf err ing o f such l iberal repre s en ta tion on the 

s ettl emer. t s  wa s cri tici s ed by the Sout hern Cro s s  on th e grounds 

tha t 4/1 4 of the taxillG power of th e Coll.t!C i l  wa s c onf err ed on 

the p en s ion er s e tt l eE:.ent s wllo s e  irJ.1ab i ts.:r:t s pa id no taxe s .  21 I t  

wa s a l s o  pr e sumed, s omer1hat s l ight ingly, t£1a. t thi s  po wer wa s 

automat i c a l ly t o  b e  givm1 to four o ff i c ers , a s  i t  would doub tl e s s 

b e  o f f i c er s who repr e s ented the s e t tl ement s�2 The therJe of the 

p en s ioner • s dep e!tden c e  on hi s o ff i c er wa s a recurring one in tne 

di s cu s s ions o f  that time . T'£10 E ew ZeaL'ndcr an swered that a s  t:i.1e 

chart or wa s no t a t Ci..1po rary measur e ( thotJgh llere of cour s e  it 

nis ca l culat ed ) th e pens i oner s ,  who wer e fa s t  acquiring taxabl e 

property shoul d n o t  be pert1LUJ..ently barred f ron p o l it i cal right s . 

1 9 .  

20 . 
21 . 
22 . 

Gover!lnent ga z e tt e ,  N ew Ul s t er , vo l . IV ,  no26 ( 5  S eptenb er 
1 8 51 ) 

N ew Zeal ander , 6 O c to ber 1 851 . 
Southern Cro s s ,  9 S eptenbor 1 8 51 . 
Ibid . 
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• Tne pens i oners with thei r  fami l i e s  are a lr eady s ettl er s in 
2 3 the ful l e s t  s en s e  of the t erm.' The c ompl e t e  r eversal in the 

p o l i c i e s  o f  the two ne\vspnp e r a  towa rds the pen s ioners wrtich b eg in s  

t o  take pl a c e  about thi s  t ime i s  interes tinB and of s ome signif i can c  

lat er f o r  l o ca l  po l i ti c s .  

The p en s ioner s did, in f a c t ,  el e c t  off i c er s  t o  repr e s ent 

them in thr e e  o f  t!1e wards ( Panmur e ,  O t almhu , a.n.d Howi ck , where 

Hau l t�1. in ,  Hick eon# ru1d 1icDonald r e s p e c t ively wer e  cho s en )  and a 

2 4 
pub l i ca.""l in the o t her, Onehune;a . Captain H cDonald had a c l o s e  

s trugg l e  aga in s t  a pen s i oner privat e in hi s ward, a fa c t which 

i l lu s tra tes the diff i cu l t i e s  of th e pen s ioner vo t er in th e days 

b ef o r e  the s e cr e t  ba � l o t  was in s i s t ed o� . In the wnr delJ.ship o f  

Howi ck a l s o  ther e ho d. b e en a c l o s e  c on t e s t  b e tween the cor:nnanding 
2 5  

off i c er and a priva t e .  

The pen s ionel' s et t l enent s W8re again 5ive:n s eparat e  

repr e s enta tion w:der the Pro vinc ia l Counci l s  Ord:U1a:11c e  o f  1 852 . 

Tne Au ckland Pro vin cial CoW1cil wa s o r igina lly to cm·::p?:>i s e  s ixte en 

memb ers o f  ·whom one wo uld b e  the r epr e s enta tive o f  the p en s i oner 

s e t t l emen t s .  Ultima t ely i t  c onpri s ed twenty four neob er s  of 

whom f o ur  r ep r e s en t ed the pen s i oner s .  On e  o f  the rar e o c ca s i .ns 

when the two pn pers c on curred wa s o ver the need fo r civil 

repr e s enta tion of the s e t t l enent s ,  whi ch would b e  • mo s t  c onduciv e  

t o  their independen c e  and g er..era l advantase •  •26 D e spite the f a c t  

2 3 . N ew Zealander , 13 S cptonb er 1 851 . 
24 . Go vernment Ga z e tt e , N ow Ul s t er , V o l . IV, no35 ( 20 Novenb er 1851 : 
2 5 .  Southern Cro s s , 28 November 1 8 51 

2 �  New Zealander , 12 June ,  1852. o .  
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tha t Capta in Hau l  ta in had def ended them l oyal ly agains t  the 

attacks of c i ty memb er s  on the tiuni c ipa l coun c il , i t  i s  true tha t 

there wer e c e r tall1 obvio u s  di sadvantages in the pens ion ers
' 

having an o ff i c er a s  their member. I t  is do ub tful whether run 

off i c er c o u l d  b o th c orrrriland the men and at tlle same time be th eir 

r epr e s enta tive in civi l affa i r s .  'Fne d i  vidi.ng l LJ.e b e tween 

h i s  two s pher e s  wa s no t sui'fi c ient ly sharp . The a l t erna tive o f  

o ff i c er o r  c ivi l ian di d no t ar i s e  a t  tile fir s t  e l e c ti on ,  however , 

though the pens i oner s di:l el e c t  a pe-n s i oner and a pen s i oner ' s son 

to the Co un ci l . One o f  the r.len c!�o s en wa s Jo:b.n v� i l l i an son, editor 

of the lT ew Zealander . N ever thel es s , to the H ous e of H epr e s e::ata t iv e s; 

the p ens i on er s S EX(l t  J.la j or Gr e enwo o d  and Dr . Ba co t ,  two of their 

o·Nn o ff ic er s .  

The el e c t i on o f  tJ.;.e s uperint cndm�t wa s a l s o  a very l ively 

i s sue . The candidat es \';ere Co lonel Wynya rd , c orananding o ffi cer 

of the 58th regiment and Lieu t enant G overnor of li ew Ul s ter, ar..d 

Wil l i an Bro\'Jn , edi tor o f  the S ou thern Cro s s . Br o1m a s s iduous ly 

wo o ed the pen s i oner v o te kn o \Ving n o  do ub t  tha t i t  could b e  

de c i s ive . 1\.nd indeed it wa s .  Over the r e s t  of the pr ovinc e 

Brown h el d  a s l ight oo. j o r i  ty , bu t tl} e p en s i oner v o t e s  went aga in s t 

him by 367 to 141 and gave the superint endency o f  tl1e provin c e  t o  

the popula r Co l on e l  Wynyard. All hi s s taunch advo ca cy of the 

pen s i oners • c a us e in the early years had no t won rJr . Bro wn t:-:e 

support o f  the corps . L:Iorc r ecent in their nenory wa s hi s 

vigorous cri t i ci sm of the government for giving them any vo i c e  a t  
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a l l  in po l it i c s .  Mr. Bro\m had grea ter cau s e  t o  regl" e t  their 

impac t  on l o c a l  po l i t i c s af t er he had b een r e j e ct ed by them . 

The princ iple tha t the pa1s i one rs L� th ei r c ivil c apa c i ty 

wer e worthy of ful l repr e s enta tion wa s c on s i s t ently adher ed to . 

From th e l o c a l  to the nationa l level they were Given r epr e s enta t i on 

fror,: the b egirrrd ng .  1l'he cho i c e  o f  their O 'illn c£ £'i cera to repr e s en t  

them a t  f ir s t  i s  ha rdly surpri s ing c oming a s  i t  cH d fron men 

a c cu s t omed fo r r.1any �rear s  to l o ok to their c or:u·:ander s for l eader ­

ship and to a c c ept i t  iDp l i c i t l y  when g iven .  A s  the s e  l eader s 

stil l wi elded con s iderab l e  po\'Ter within the corps ru:d a s  vo ting 

wa s n o t  by s e cr e t oallo t ,  the pen s ion er s ' clepe..Ylden c e  on the 

offi c e r s  ap;;e ar s naturc. l enough. 

3 .  

C on s i derab l e  inpor tru:c e mus t  b e  a t ta ched t o  that aspe c t  

o f  th e who l e  s chcr.'1e by which the p en s i or;. er wa s to b ecor1e a 

lar.cdo;-m er . N o t  only wa s a por.rcrful i.!: c entive thu s give.r: t o  

the fu l l  c arrying out o f  bi s duti e s  m:c.l th e cor:1p l e t i on o f  hi s 

s erv i c e  a c co rd�'!g to t!w roc;ulat ions , but a l so the pensioner wa s 

given a • s take in tr.e l and ' . In t i'.iS v:ay a s  r:m c:.1 a s  a2.!.y would 

he b e  a s s i:-::il a t ed int o  co l onia l s ociety and b e coce a p ermanent 

memb er o f  i t .  I t  woul d b e  in o rder , then, t o  eXIll"'Jine here the 

natur e o f  p � s ioner land o\nler ship . 

F i r s tly the c o t tage ru1d acre a l l o ttJ ent s .  I t  may be a s sumed 

tha t mo st of the p en s ion er s , having s a t i sf i ed the c ondi tions of 



l 

l l l 

enr o lment, b e came the owner s o f  th es e p:rop er ti e s . A number , 
however , did no t ,  for one r e a s on o r  ano th er and, a s  ha s b e en 

seen ,  the i r  pe t i tions for the redr e s s  o f  Gr i evar1. c e s  wer e fo r 

year s  the sug j e c t  of enquiry in the c or:rr.ci tt e e  r oo ms of the 

Hous e  of Repr e s enta tives ar1d th e Auckl and ?r ovinc iul C o illl c i l ,  

unt i l  eventual ly t he ir ca s e  '.va s won and coopen s s.  t i on wa s awardeJ.7 

In Ha r ch 1858 th ere were for ty e ight c o t tag e s  va. cru1 t i:"l the four 

s et t  l enent ;.8 Their abando:nnent was do ub t l e s s  due to a nunb er 

of d ifferent caus e s . Sone c o ttag es had beJ. ong ed to , o r  had be en 

bui l t  f o r  men sub s e qu ently depr iv ed o f  t:i1em .  O t!1er s HOllld ha ve 

been voluntar i l y  abandoned . Death o f  p cz1s i o:aer s vioul d  a c c oun.t 

f o r  a f ew vacanc i e s . W:l:-1 t ev er the r e a s c1:. , they wer e s o l d ,  fo r 

i t  wa s s ta ted by G o v erno r  Grey in L o voub 011 1 854 tha t  t'le:r: who ha d 

l ef t  the i r  c o ttag e s  enp ty and a ).l o tne:-lt s  ur : cul tivat ed t::.cl1 eby 

l o s t  the i r  right t o  po s s e s s  tJ:.eu a t  tl1 e e:1d of t�:eir s even years ' 

s ervi c e .2 9 

1'he a lt erna tive to aut oma t i c  ovr.ner s :! 1 ip o f  co t tag e nnd a cr e  

af t er sev�"l year s wa s t� : e  rig:i1.t t o  s el e c t  f i f ty a c r e s  o :  c o tmtry 

land at a di s t anc e from 1\ucl::la:n.d in a l o cal i ty t o  o e  s el e c t ed hJ 

the G o vel'no r . T o  r:1oet the dennr:d wh:L ch na s ant i c ipa ted, l and 

wa s s e t  a s ide . Sur,pri s ins l y ,  p e rhaps , no �uc!1 denend t o ok pl a c e  

and the Surveyo r G en:)ru l t:1 e r efor e rec on:::e:nded t�1a t the lar:d b e  

2 7 . Vide Chap ter VI I .  

2 8 .  L . C . , v .  & P . , S e s s ion V ,  1858 . C o rr e 3?0ndenc e r e l a tive 
to C o t t a c; e s  and A l l o tmen t s  fo r n ew Zealn.."ld Fenc ib l e s . 

2 9 .  Col . S e c .  to Ma j .  Kenny ( 18 Novemb er 1854 ) : D . A . ,  c . s . o . 
1848-56, 11 . 
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30 
thro?m open to th e publ ic . 'rho ma in r eas on why no pension er 

cho s e  the alterna tive i s  probably tha t th e pro spect of embarking 

onc e  more on a pioneering exi s t enc e  po s s ibly more rugg ed than th e 

firs t ,  det e rr ed the vet erfu� s ,  nru1y o f  whon by thi s tim e would 

b e  inc apab l e of such a l i fe eva'tl if they cho s e the risk w�li ch 

the al t erna tive invo lved . There i s  no rec ord, mor eover , o f  th e 

co ttag e s  o f  any pen sion ers having b e en required by the gov erni!lent 

and pens ioners thus havi.1·1g b e en f o rc ed to a c c ept the f if ty a cre s . 

'rher e  was a ke en demand , ho wev er , f o r  the pr e er1pt i on land . 

As ear ly a s  July 1848 Li eutenant o .  \'1 .  Gray r epor ted that sone men 

wanted to buy part of their preemp tion land, &�d a sked for ground 

to b e  narked out where men mit:;ht s el ec t  allo tment s .  3 1 'l'he Surveyor 

Gen� rn l  wa s to mark out land n t  Parmrur e�2 T�e pri c e s were s e t  a t  

2 gn $  an a c r e  at Howi ck , £3 a t  otahul1LL, £ 4  a t  l:'�'UITUr e ,  and £5 at 

3 3  
onehunca .  The p en s i oner wa s r e q-:; ir'ed to pay on e third o f  the 

pri c e  of hi s land before he could o c cupy i t ;  ancl the 1, eraainder 

� L!.  in one t:.-�ird ins talnent s a t  s i x  monthly in t erva l s .  0 - 1l'hi s  ru l e  

\7as s o on depa r t ed from, ho wever , for in Ilay 1850 th e C ivil 

Secre tary r eminded s taff off i c er s  tha t tro ubl e  was l ikely to 

r esu l t  unl e s s  the third d epo s i t  wa s p o. id befor e o c cupa t ion .  IIe 

would in fu ture con s ider no ap �li ca tion s  �ll e s s a c e r t i f i cat e of 

30 . Co l .  S e c  • to Ma j . Ker.ny ( 16 August 1855 ) : D . A . , c . s . o .  1848-
56, .xxxvi .  

31 . Co l .  S e c .  to l!laj . Gray ( 20 July 1 848 ) : D . A . , c . s . o .  1848-56� 
1xv1 . 

32 . Ibid. 

33 . Co l .  S e c . to Ma j .  Gray ( 10 October 1848 ) : D . A . 1  c . s . o .  1848-56� 
3 4 .  Ibid6 ( 25 October 1848 ) :  D . A .  I c . s . o .  1848-56, c 11 .  1.xxxix 
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such payment wa s produced.3 5  A t  th e sar:1e tine the a t t enti on of 

S taff ;: cr i_c er. s  was drawn to the pena lty for failur e to pay the 

s e cond o r  thi rd !..""ls talment when du e .  In th i s  c a s e  the pensioner 

wa s no t to be al lowedto r eta in the l and, which wa s to b e  put up 

f or publ i c au c t i on ,  the pen s i oner forf e i ting hi s 3 6  
depo s it . 

V1hen pro vi s i  on !'...ad f ir s t  b e en nade fo r the laying a s ide of 

land a dj a c ent to the pens i on er settlenm1.ts a thre e -year l ini t 

had b e en plac ed on tr10 pen s i oners ' pre01:1ptive right over i t .3 7  

Thi s r e s tr i c t i on howeve1., ,  do es not appec.r t o  hav e  been ob s erved 

at any s tag e ,  and men c ontinu e d  to cl a in  a..J.d o bta in the ir 

pr e emp ti on land throughout the ir per i o d  o f  servi c e  �id f o r  years 

af t er . F .  Di l l on B el l ,  Land C la ms C or;;ni s s i oner sugg e s t ed in 

a r ep o r t  on pens i mJ. er c l a ims in 1 861 tha t thi s aba.J.donnent of 

the thr e e -year pr ovi so wa s due to the fa ct t ha t  no t a ll c f  the 

land \'J8. S grar1 t ed 1 1n the i:rn:1 ,.-:diat e vi c in i ty of Auc2 :la:;::-.d '  a s  the 

condi tions la i d  do vm.38 

D cs p i  t e  Li�utenant Gray • s r epo rt , no pr e e1::1p ti on l and wa s 

made o ver in tbe f ir s t  yea r s . Clw r l o s  El'1 i  sht , tJ:1e Aucli t o r  

G eneral , put f or,ward nn explana tio:c fo r tc�i s  D1 the r eport alr eady 

quo t ed .  Almo s t  ir::nnedia tely af t er th e arrival o f  the f o rc e  the 

lands ad j a c ent ,to tho s e t t l enent s wer e nade c orn:1on lands • for 

3 5 .  Civil S e c .  t o  Staff O ff i c er s  o f  P cnsi or�crs ( 2 M2.y 1850 ) :  
Sub Encl . 2 to Encl . 1  t o : - G .  Grey t o  Earl Gr ey ( 18 July 
1850 ) :  P . P . 1851, xv111 ( �nd 1 420 ) 

3 6 .  Ib id. Sub . Enc1 . 1 t o  Enc l . l .  
37 .  Vide Chapt er I I .  
3 8 . H . R . , A .  to J . , 1861 . Report on Land Claims o f  N e� Z ealili�d 

P en s ioners . D-6. 
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the en tire b enefit o f  the respec tive r e s ident s and o c cupiers • .  

Thi s , he said, had encourag ed pensioners to inve s t wha t money 
3 9  

they had in ca ttl e rath er t..1.an in lond and i t  i s  true that a 

cons i derab l e  n�b er to ok out dep a s turing l i c ens e s .  Knight ' s  

expl�� t ion nay be correct but i t  s eems just a s  l ikely tha t the 

purchase of s t o ck wa s the effe c t of government dilatorine s s  

:1n tjaki!'..g the l an d  ava il ab l e  ratl:.or than the cau s e  o f  i t s  no t 

b ei..."'lg taken up . 

I t  w�1 s not until April 1850 th erefo re , t�at the f i r s t  

p:t yoen t s  for thi s land V'!Gr e  a c c epted. In the fol lowir� t�o 

year s 128 men c l a imed t::cir land and pa id fo r it by regular 

. 1 
40 m s ta r.1ent s .  

1 853 and 1 851 . 

l3uying cor:.tinued a t  a s t eady rat e throughout 

'l10\7ards the end of 1 8 5 4,  a p et i t i on wa s Pl' O s ented 

to the Auc �8.and Provil-:cial Uounc il by s ixty s ix pen s i oner s of the 

Thi rd divi s ion ( i . e . a Ho'.i'i cl: div i sion )  r e qu e s ting t!.J.a t a blo cl{ 

Ll.l o f  l ond be s e t  aside for tl!eo ; 'l'he r epo rt o f  t he c ._.., :::r1 c i l  

C orr,ni tte e  s e t  up to exaL:il"le the ir cas e  revea l ed tt:.n t b y  tl:i s  

tine suitab l e 1tu1d for tl: e purpo s e  had been exhaus ted ir:. the 

vic in i ty o f  the s e t t l enent s .  'l'he cormJitt e e r ecormendcd. t�1at 

the p eti t ioner s i f  they rej ec ted the inferior land at I)ni:tr:ll.lr e 

and Ea s t  Ta�axi, should b e  given t u1 th e reno t er di s trict 

of Papakura o r  next av&ilab l e  l o cu tion , �: increa s ed qum1tity 

39 . Enc l . 1 to : - G .  Grey to Earl Grey ( 8  Fe0ruary 185l ) :  P . P .  
1851� 1xx ( Cmd 1 420 ) 

40 . G o v ernr:Icmt Gazett e ,  E ew Ul s t er .  p a s s  in. 
41 . A .  P . C . 1 A .  !:.; P. S e s s ion I I ,  185'.!:-5 (1 N ov enb er 1854 ) 
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fo r the sane au:ount of money for th e  o rig ina l quantity ' .  
42 

By 

the begirming of 1856 land at Rarna Rama nnd as far dis tant as 

Karaka and MEU"'lgatawhiri was b eing la id out .  In the s e  d i s tri ct s ,  

and at Papakura , the pri ce o f  preenption l and wa s fixed a t  £1 

4 3  per a cr e . Finally in 1858 1 in respon s e  to a p et i tion fron twenty 

one s econd and third div i si on pen s ioner s , i t  was decided by the 

Auclcland Provincial Council to author·i s e  the sup eri:r;.t e..."ldent t to 

s e t  a part a sufficient quantity of coU;."'l try l and for t:he p-..�rpo s e  

of granting to s uch o f  the p ens ioner s  o f  the r ew Zeal a:::d F encib l e s  

who have no t :Je t  ob ta in ed preenp tion lm:!.d, from f ift::,r to  one 

hunclr ed a cr es , to be paid for by t hr e e  a1mua 1 ir�s talmcnts ,  ar:!.d a t  
. LL!. 

a price of 10/- per a c r e ' ; - 'l:'he m�.mner i"'l "' - .i ch sui tab l e  l and 

' in  the im:.:e dia t e  vi c iJ:i ty ' of .<-�.uc �:1anc.l wa s exhaus ted sho\�·s the 

UllWi s doru of layiu:; clo r.1·2. deta il ed r egu l a  ticn s  Ln.. J�1gl m� c1 v1i thout 

ruq 1mowledge of l oc a l  circur.;s tnnc e s . 

I t  :nay b e  inf err 2 d ,  fron the s ta t i s t i c s ava ila�J l e  a:n.d 

corre sponde!:c e on tiw sub j e c t ,  tha t a l arge pro po r t ion o f  the 

L!_ t:;  
pensioners b ouc;::�.t pree::?lpti or:. le.nd; '-' Sor.1e went fur t:1er OJ.'"'ld retm . .,�:s 

of Cro'o'lrl land so ld ' on tl1e o p a:. r:;a ;...,ke t ' in c lude t l w  nane s of sone 

p ensi oner s pa ying lar·g e ar:ount s :.'o r  a _Lc�i tiono. l  l ffild . Uen abl e  

t o  d o  thi 3 were no t t o  b e  de spi sed a s  s e t t l e:::· s .  

4 2 . A . P . c . ,  A .  c.: .P .  s e s s ion I I , 1 854- 5 .  ( 12 D·) c er�b er 1854 ) 
43 .  Col . Sec . to Kermy { 21 January 1856 ) :  D . A . ,  c . s . o . 1848-56 1  i·, 
4 4 .  A . P . C, A .  & P .  S e s s ion VII I 1857-8 . ( 26 Jru1uary 1 858 ) 
45 . S ome secondary aut ho r i t i e s  sny a ll the pen s i oners bought tl1 e il 

preempt ion la.nd . See e . g .  G i soorn e ,  VJ . : T:he colony o f  H ew 
Zea land. 
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S o  th e p ens ioner s  were s t eadi ly ab so rb ed into the ir new 

society. Acc eptm1c e wa s difficult however •  and it i s  qu e s t ionable 

whether they were ever ful ly a c cepted on an equal footing by free 

and independent s e ttl er s .  There wa s a lways sone thing o f  a 

stigma on thern , the s t igma o f  a mil i tary pas t  and a l l  i t  inpl i ed, 

and of the ir s emi -dependent s ta tus . N evert>ol e s s  the conf erring 

of full p o l iti cal r ight s  on then and the wa y L."1. \' C ich the c entra l 

and provin c ial governments s aw jus tice done t>..en s!'lows t::at in 

law a t  l ea s t  they were a c c epted. 
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CHAP'fER IX 

THE F DTAi : C DTG OF 'l'IIE SC I!EHE 

Economi c r ea s on s  had b o on the s tr ong e s t  f o r  �he formation 

of the pens i oner co rp s . 1berc wa s a na tur a l  d es ir e on the part 

of the mo ther c ottntry to avo id the expens e of a larg e ,  unpro ductive 

s tanding army which oic;ht never b e  needed, The s chene of 

pens i oner emigra tion o f f ered a f inanci al ly a t tr a c t ive a l t ernative ,  

sin c e  the col ony might r ea s onably b e  expe c t ed t o  b ear a t  l ea s t  

par t o f  the c o s t of such a s ch ene . Land valu e s  c o� l d  b e  

exp e c t ed t o  r i s e wi th the pr e s en c e  o f  p en s ioner l abour . I f 

thi s o c curr ed , wi th a con s c qu.e..."'lt incr e a s e  :L"'l governnen t  r evenu e ,  

then tha t r ev enu e  c ould wel l b e  a ppropr ia ted to pay part of the 

c o s t  o f  s end.in3 ou t and s e tt l ir:G th e f or c e . 

To a s cr ib e  su ch mo t iv e s  t o  .8r i t i s h  gov er:nL"'lg c ir c l e s i s  no t 

to do them an in ju n t i c e  for ' the inc r ea s ed .,7il l inf71e s s  o f  E1'10la:.1d 

to a ll ow the c o l oni e s  to govern th e�--::s e l  v e s  -;;a s coupl ed wi th an 

incr ea s ing unwi l l ingnes s t o  ir1cur expe!l s e  on the ir a c c ount • '! 
C on t empo ra ry Brit i sh op inion on the Kaffir war o f  1851 ( and 

ind ir e c t ly on c o l onial def en c e  g enera l ly )  wa s f o r c ib l y  expr e s s ed 

by the '.i'ir.le s .  ' Tho s e  Tiho ar e a!'..Xiou s  to ha v e a gc v erT'.nen t a.."'l.d 

a po l i cy o f  the ir own sllc uld be p repa red to take upor. ti1em s elves 

tho s e  duti e s  whi ci1 s elf government and indep ender..t p o l i t i c a l  

exi s t en c e  inply. Foremo s t  anong tho s e  duti es i s  the pro vi s i on 

1 .  B ell and Mor r el l . S e l e c t  do cument s .  Chapt er VI , p450 . 
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2 
of the i r  o\vn defenc e . ' 

on th e one hand, then, ther e wa s o.n Imperial gove1�ent 

anxious to cut dovm on expenditure f or c o l onial def en c e ;  on 

the o ther , ther e were c o l onial p eo p l e  who ; whi l e  vigo rou s ly 

pre s s ing f o r  repre s ent a t iv e  ins t itut i ons , wer e  r eluc t&� t  t o  

ac cept compl ete r e spon s ibi l i ty fo r the ir O \W1 int ernal defen c e .  

Fri ct i on  b e twean the two wa s no t a surpri s ing out c ome . The 

s ending ou t ,  l o c a t i on ,  and mn intm1ance of the pen s ioner cor ps 

iP.vo lved he avy expens e s ,  expans e s  which were a c ons tant ar��i e ty 

to the Trea sury ru1.d Co l onia l Offi c e ;  and the a l l o ca t i on of the 

c o s t  o f  the s cheme wa s the sub j ec t  of d i s cu s s ion and di spu t e  for 

a numb er o f  year· s .  

:Earl Grey had ins tru c t ed the G o v G rno r  t o  pla c e  the 

p ens ion e r s  where the Crovm held l a rg e  areas o f  s al eab l e  l<md 

s in c e  it wa s c a l cul ated tha t by t:J.e sa le of tho s e  lands • a  

con s iderabl e par t o f  '�he expen s e s  incurr ed 1 could b e  r eCO\'er ed. 3 

G o vernor G r ey wa s s tr :t c tly enj o ined a t  the ou t s e t to avo id mo s t  

carefu lly a ll unne c e s sar:; expen s e ,  par t i cu l a r ly in the bui l c'linf3 
L 

o f  the c ot tag e s .- Thu s early the curr• en t insi s t en c e  on e c onony 

1n al l colonial mat ters wa s r.Jade obyi ous . 

The fir s t  r eport on the s e expen s e s  fron the Coii>i s sn.riat 

officer :In charge in H ew Zeal · ,nd, s er..t towards th e end of 1 8471 

2 .  

3 .  
4 .  

Ibid. Extra c t from l eading a rt i c l e  of the Tines ( 7  Uarch l 8Gl ) 
p521 . 

Earl G r e"J t o G .  Grey ( 24 november 1846 ) : P . P .  1 847 ,  xv 
( Cmd 7b 3 )  

Ibi d .  
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cau s ed s ooe c on c ern a t  tho Treasury. To the Lor ds C omni s s i oner s 

the expen s e s  f o r  the dwel ling s  appeared· 1 much hi _::h er than 

5 
nec e s s a ry ' . Earl G r ey c on ctl.rr ecl ni th t!1er1 on th e need t o  c �u tion 

the G overno r t o  the ut1:1o s t  e conomy, and to urg e him to l o s e no 

time in carrying out t:i1e arrung enents f o r  repayL"lg ' a  con s iderable 

portion •  o f  the expen s e s  fron the land fund . 6 In thi s  c orr� e spon-

denc e ,  i t  wil l  b o  no ted , the expens e s  to be charg ed on th e land 

fund had n o t  b e en specif i ed. Frorj previous in s truction s , 

however , Phi l ip 'lurner, As s i s tant Com!]i s s a ry G eneral in E ew 

:�oa land, inf erred t!la t t h e  int enti on o f  the 'l'r ea s ury had b e en 

tha t II:lper i n l  funds s houl d  c o ver only t�: e  tran spo r t  of the 

pen s i oners to N ew L.:ealm� d ,  tr. e  p!•o vi s i on of their c o tt[l.e; e s  a.."'ld 

a cr e s ,  ru:..d their payuent when c ru l ed o u t  in a r�i l i tary cc.� pa c i ty .  7 

'l'he s e  l icl t s  to exp en s e ,  su id 'l'l..lr:ner in O c tob e2."' 1 847 1 nu s t  

in evi tab l;l b e  exc e eded , chi e f l :r b c cn us e  there had b e en no p:>o gr e n s 

in the bui l ding of c o tta[; e s  o r  the cul ti va tion o :' l a:-:.c� .  The 

r e sul t ,  of cour s e ,  had been and woul d  c or:tinu o  to b e  greate-r 

depencler. c e  on so v orll!!lcnt suppo r t ;  o.r�d a l t�louch t�1 e  c o l ony would 

b enefi t from the public ewployr...1ent giver.. tr:.e nen ,  ti.1e s ta t e  of 

its f inan c e s  wo ul d no t �<. l low it to n ee t  tlle out l a y  w i thout the 

t �o s t  l ib eral a s  s i ::;  tunc e '  fron the r:.o ther countr:r • 8 A c tual ly, 

5 .  

6 .  
7 .  

8 .  

Trevelyan to I:J eri va l e  ( 10 iJn rch 1 8 48 ) .  Enc l . to : - Ear l Grey 
to G .  Grey (24 llurch 1840 ) : D . A . , G . 3 .  

Ea rl Grey t o  G .  Grey .  Ibid. 
'l'Urner t o  'J.'revelynn ( 1  O c tob er 1847 } .  En c l .  t o : Ear l Grey 

to G .  G r ey ( 5  June 1848 ) :  D . A • •  G . 3 . L"'O."V'i - • 
Ibid. 
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'l'Urn er ' s e s tima te of what the Imperial government was prepared 

to pa y wn s mi sgu ided a s  event s wer e to show . 

Governor Grey wa s a sked for a report on tllis exces s 

exp endi tur e .  The fac t tha t one wa s no t pro vided i s  a tribut e  

to the r emarkab l e  pati��ce and f orbearru1c e sho�n by t h e  third 

Earl towards the Governo r .  Hepo rts on th e s e t t l cnen t s  wer e  t o  

b e  a sked f o r  s everal time s in the f o l l owing years but the 

Colonial S e cr e tary hac to wait ur1til 1851 b ef or e  a compr ehensive 

one wa s r ec eived.  Governor Grey did a t  l ea s t  s end encouraging 

repo rts to the Colmlial Secre tary about the s ta te of t�e land 

fund . ·:rhe fir s t sal e o f  land near a p en.'3ioner s ettl ement , he 

sa id in June 1848, sugg e s ted tha t t a  bT ea t po rti on • of the co s t  

of s ending out and e s tab l i shing the f o r c e  might b e  defra :J'"ed from 

9 
the l and fm1.d . 'l'hree t'Ionths b ef o re he had r e c or:11.1 ended tha t ,  

in v i ew o f  the heal thy s ta te o f  the land f unc in 1T ew u l s t e r ,  

£.5, 000 from 1 t should b e  spent L'rl iranigr a t ion . 1 0 Earl Gr ey di d 

n o t  imnedia tely reply to thi s sug z; e s t i on a s  i t  rai s ed tlle g e.nGral 

ques tion of the dispo sal o f  the land fuc.cJ. a11d oz:e of iLll'::lediate 

concern viz . whe ther it shoul d  be used to promo te emigra t ion t o  

a c olony for whi ch par l iament wa s s t il l  naking large a..;.nual grar..t !  

Although h e  cons idered that lli"1der the c ir•cun s ta:-.:.ces i t  would be 

quite jus tifiable if the mother country required this revenue t o  

9 .  G .  Grey t o  Earl G1• ey ( 1 4 June 1848 ) : P . P . 1 849, x11 ( Cr1d 
1120 ) 

10 . Earl G r ey to G . Grey ( 1 2  December 1848 ) : P . P .  1849 1 xii 
( Cmd 1120 ) 
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be appli ed 1 1n  diminution o f  the expenditure defrayed by t�1 i s  

country •  h e  eventua lly decided , and t h e  Tre a sury con curred wi th 

him , tha t t adva..n.tag e s  l ikely to a c crue b o th to th e mo th er c o untry 

and the c o l ony from the earl y  r e sumpt ion of emigrat ion , wil l  

j u s t ify the application of the fUn d  in que s tion t o  tha t o b j e ct ,  

mo re e s p e c i a l ly a s  h e  s ee s r ea son to b e l ieve tha t th e means o f  

eff e c ting a gr eater reduction of tl1e expendi tur e defrayed from 

the Bri t i sh Treasury on account o f  N ew �ea land than could o ther -

wi s e  b e  a c cor.1pl i shed wil l  b e  affo rded by all owing thi s r.'lmJ. ey t o  

be appl i e d to Cl:J.igrat ion provi ded it i s  er.1igrat i on o f  such a 

natur e a s  to increa s e  the s e curi t�; o f  th e coloni s t s  and to 

fa c i l i ta t e an earl i er diminution t iJ.ElJ.""l co uld o thcr\'!i s e  b e  eff e c t ed 

of tbe l arg e f or c e  o f  regular tr o ops now rnainta b1ed in tha t 

di s tant c o l ony . ' 1 1 Earl Grey ,  t:: er efo re , sugg e s ted t�a t the 

£5 1 000 shoul d be u s ed to s end o ut ar .. o tb. er two coL:pani e s  of 

pen s i oner s , and so the two divis ions un der Ca ptahl Eaul tain and 

Lieutenant Symonds were s ent , the c o s t  o f  their conveya:n.c e b eing 

defra yed f rom the H ew L.en.lsnd land fund. In a l e t ter to the 

'rr ea sury, however , Merivale expla ined tha t Earl G r ey ,  o..l thougb 

he had no doub t  tha t  tll e  col onial l and fu:'1d would be abl e  t o  bear 

the c o s t  of thi s  propo s a l ,  wa s applyine; for ?reanury c oncurr enc e 

1n hi s plan s only on condition ti1at 1±:' the land fl.l!ld f a i l ed t o  

live up t o  hi s expe c ta tions o f  it , pr ovi s i on should b e  made in 

11 . Earl G r ey to G . Grey ( 12 D e c �b er 1848 ) :  P . P .  1 849�  xi i 
( Cmd 1120 ) 
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1 2  the 1 849- 50 e s t ima t es f'oi• paying the bn lanc e-; 'fhe L or ds 

Commi s s ion er s  agre ed t o  thi s arrangement . The e.xp�n s e  o f  

s ending out the pens ione r s  W(; Uld, if n ec e s s a ry, b e  pr• ovided 

f or in the par l im1entary vo t e  f or H ew le alan d - but only by 

e c onomi s ing tl1e appl icat ion of this vo te somewhere e l s e1 3 

The c o s t o f  s ending out the pen s i oners then , wa s c l early 

chargeab l e  to the N ew Zealand land f und . The us e o f  thi s fund 

for emigra ti on purpo s e s  \'Ia s  a l egi t ine.. t e  one and, in tbe pr e vai l ing 

c l ima te of opinion on c o l on i s a tion ,  wa s to o e  expected. In the 

c a s e of the reinforcenents whi ch arrived in 1 852 , however , the 

Tr ea sury an d the C o l onial Off i c e  r:�ade a con c e s s ion by p:�oviding 

for the s ending out of tlle pens iontJrs ar�d tl1 e i r  fc>.t'li l i e s  :b: the 

navy nnd emigr;1 tion e s t ina te s ,  ' in con s i der•a tio::.!. of the sa-vil:.g 

wh ich wa s r epr e s ent ed to a c cru e  fro:-:: the suo s titt..<tion of th e 

li ew 6ea l 8lld l•' encib l e s  for a por tion of r egular tro o p s , \":he would 
1 .1. 

ot h ervd s e b e  employed in N ew ZeaLcnd' • .!.. -

N everthel e s s ,  i t  was no t the expen s e s  incurr e d  ir. s e.-c .. dw_g 

the p ens i oner s to H ew Zea land VJ.ili Crl p1• o duced the a.1""'l..Xi e t;.r in 

I211gland. ne ll...ave s e en  ho w c o t ·· ;ae; e s  ritn• e pl�ovi ded for the f irst 

deta chments only a t  a c o� . s iderubl e co s t #  an d  how, a s  a re su l t ,  

a ch.an8e wa s !'fl..a de in the r ee;ulations for later de t a chments which 

1 2 . Merivale to Trevelyan ( 30 January 1 849 } fue l . 2 t o : - Earl G r ey 
to G .  Gr ey ( 30 Janu:; ry 1 849 ) :  P . P . 18491 xx ( Cnd 1 1 20 ) 

1 .3 .  Trevelyan to IJer ival e  ( 13 February 1849 ) :  D . A . , G . 3 .  
1 � .  N ewca s t l e to G .  G r ey { 18 �pr i l  1853 ) :  H .  o f  R . , v .  & ? . ,  

S e s s i on I 1854, Mes sag e  2 1 .  
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impo s ed a maximum of £1 5 on tho amount to b e  s pont b y  the 

governm ent on ea ch co tto.g e . 1\ t the end of 1 848 the exp61'ldi tur e 

1 5  
on c o ttag e s  had r ea ched the sum of £37 , 843 , ·whil e the C onrni s sari a t  

Ches t ,  wa s b eing c a l l e d  on t o  pay a fur ther sum appro aching 

£20 , 00 0  p er annum 1-:1a inly for '.mrking p a y  t o  p en s i oner s 01:1p l oyed 

on pub l i c  wo rks . 'l'he s i ze o f  thi s  expe:ndi tur e r:oved tr�e L o rds 

CoiliDi s s i onor s to sugG est to Et:!.rl Grey tha t he car efu l ly cons ider 

before any nor e  p ens ioner s were s.ont how the s e  heav-J e:xper:.s e s  

could b e  defra�Ied an.d he w f a r  the co l onial land fund wa s l ikely 

• to ho l d  out any rea s onab l e  pro spect o f  the l' e imbur s enent in 

expe c ta ti on of wl: i ch tlle advar� c e s  fron the Cor:·ni s s ariat Che s t  

are ma de ' . 1 6 

'l':'le conc ern over ti.1c :i1eavy c ��p c:·: s e s l e d  to a furt:1cr 

c l ar i f i ca tion of the i s su e .  In the course o f  a c o rx• espondm:.c e 

b etwe en th e 'l'rea s ury and C o lonia l O f f i c e  th e Lords C orrr: 1i s s ioncr s 

point ed out tha t • the s ettl eoent of p en s ioner s l1e. s b e en  conduc ted 

on th e exp e c to. t i oL tha t a ll the ch�'- :rgo s  of the ir l o ca t ion would 

b e  defrayed from the land fund, o ::' from o t�1 er co l onia l  l" e s our c o s ' • 1 r 

They f irr:1ly he l d , ther efore , tha t tllc heavy charg e s  incur�·ed 

fo r the co ttuc e s  should not be pr• o vi ded for ir;, nr'- incr eas e in the 

parliamentary e s t ima t e  but nus t b e  con s i dered a s  a de8 t fron the 

1 5 .  

1 6 .  
1 7 . 

Ed'o7ard Fansl:awe ( In spe c to r G en:.)ra l of Fo r ti f i c a tio:� s ) to R. 
Byharn ( Offi c e  of Ordnanc e ) ( 22 D e c on�cr 1848 ) .  Sub . :Encl .  
t o  Encl . to : - Earl G:::-cy to G . Grey ( 20 liar ch 1850 ) :  P .  P .  
1850, xii ( Cnd 1 280 ) 

Treve lyan t o  Mcrival e ( 1 3 February 1849 ) : D . A . , G . S . 
Earl Grey t o  G .  Grey ( 20 March 1 850 ) : P . P . 1 8 50 , xii ( Cnd 1 280 



1 2 4  

c o l ony t o  the m i l i tary che s t .  ' I t wi l l  b e  incumbont on you , •  

s a id Earl Grey, ' to endeavour to di s cha rg e tha t  debt by 

e c onomis ing the use of the vo t e  and by t1akin3 th e b e s t  appli cat i on 

in your po wer of the l ocal r ev enues to the s a:.ie ob j e c t .  r 1 8  The 

Governor wa s a sl{ed f or a fU l l  r eport no t on ly of the deta i l e d  

expendi tur e for the fen c ibl e s  but al s o on the benefi t s  they bad 

conf erred on the country, the eff e c t  of their pr e s enc e on land 
1 C) 

valu es  and th e i r  contribution t o  peace and o rder .- · T'nr ee t ines 

durine 1 850 and 1 85 1  Ear l  Gr ey a sked f o r  ti1is repor t . In 

Jsnua ry 1851 S ir G eorge Gr ey again gave encourag ing news about 
20 

th e s tGt e of  the land .fund, and f ina lly, in February, s ent th e  

d i s pa t ch th e C o l onial Se cr e ta ry ba d b e en s o  p er s i s te:'1t ly but 

s o  pat i ent l y  s e eking . 

•rhe G o verrw r  c lained a. t the out s et tha t fron th e f inancial 

9 1  
ang l e  the expcr inent \'!a s a su c c e s s-.- Ignorir!,;� t!: e qu e s t ion o f  

whe ther o r  no t the exp&"'lditure :i:1ad b e en exc e s s ive he s t <1 t ed tl.1a t 

the DJU2.ua l s aving on a c c ount o f  the rer;ul ar nili tary and navo..l 

f or c e s  whi ch the pr e s en c e  o f  the pens ioners had p err:li t t ed wa s s o  

�;rea t tha t the s ci�.emc wo ul d s ho r tly pay fe r i t s elf . I' hi s saving , 

9 9  
he e s t ima ted, wou l d  amount t o  a t  l ea s t  £30 , 00 0  arillua l ly . � �  G r ey 

wa s no t on e  to err on th e s ide o f  c aution and cons ervati sr:1 in 

l S .  Ibid. 
1 9 . Ib id. 
20 . G .  Grey to Ear l Gr ey ( 30 Janu ... ,ry 1851 ) :  P . P .  1851 , lvi { C1:1d 

1 420 ) 
2 1 . G . Grey to Earl Grey 

{ Cmd 1420 ) 
( 8  F ebruary 1851 ) :  P . P .  1851 ,  J.x...� 

2 2 .  Ibi d .  
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pre s enting hi s ca s e  and the e s tirna tes o f  tl1e same r e du c t ion 

by Earl Gr ey and r11r . Fox liaul e wer e  cons iderably l ower - £18. 000 

and £1 6. 2 58 r e spe ctively. 23 

Mor eover ,  he s a id, the incr ea s e  of popu la tion du e to 

arrival of the pens i oner s o.nd the ir fami l i e s  had added larg ely 

to the r evenue , and he.c1 enabl ed t:1e pa rl iamentary grm:. t  in a id 

of the l oc a l r evenue to be cr ea tly r educ ed .  f i t i s  tl!US 

evident th2.t as a mer e  f innr�cial operat ion , even if the V!ho l e  

o f  the c o s t  o f  tho e:xperincnt w e r e  defrayed b y  Great Dri tain , 

s ti ll tha t a l:.1rg e s aving wi l l  have b e e."'l  eff e cted by_ i t  for the 

2 L  ! .� o ther Country . ' _;_ 

I f , howeve r ,  the Governocnt wa s det . .:. rmined that a ll the 

cna rg e s  shoul d  b e  ·oo n:e by the l i evt :6eu la.:;.d l and fm-;.cl,  th en thor o 

wa s no doub t t�a t the ftmd c o uld b ea r su ch a charg e  - eventua lly. 

In the meantime , G r ey sugg e s t ed, the c o l ony should no t be c al l ed 

on t o  pa y the who l e  deb t .  t .t:.,1uch a t  the pre s ent nonent depends 

upon a Europeru-;. popule. ti on b eing s t ea di l y  pour ed int o  ! I e'\'1 Zea lan d .  

An incre a s e  Ll. t h e  Eurcpeo.n p o pul u ti on wi l l ,  b y  s tr eng ti.:enil1g 

our ra c e , t end rapidly t o  dinini sh tl1e c o s t  of nava l fu""ld mi li tary 

pr otection , \'Jhil st the increas e in the r ev enu e  m:d g ar:ora l weal th 

of the c o l ony wil l  enab l e  i t  to d efray uuch r::ore rap idly, and wi th 

much l e s s  difficul ty su ch po r ti on of t�is debt as  it may b e  

23 . 

2 L  - ·  

N ewca s t l e  to G .  Grey ( 18 Apri l  18 53 ) :  H .  of R. , v .  & P . , 
s e s s ion I 1854. Mes sag e  21 . 

G .  G r ey to Ea rl Grey (8 F ebrua�J 1851 ) :  P . P .  1851 1 lxx 
( Cmd 1420 ) 
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ultima tely det ermined to charg e aga ins t i t . t 2 5  N ever thel e s s  

he p romi s ed t o  make every e f f o r t  a t  th e end o f  the 1 8 50 -l 

financia l year to have s i x  t o  eiGht t hc usnnd pouJlds pa id from 

the p a rl iamentary grant and l and fund in part l i quida t i on of 

the deb t . 2 6  

The pro pr i ety o f'  u s ing t: : e  land fund to promo t e  p ens ioner 

e:oigra tion ,  a l though urJ. qu e s t ioned in Br i tish gove1-rnms cir c l e s  

and by the Gov erno r ,  wa s st:r• ongly cha ll eng ed in N ew Zea l and. 

1.'he N ew Zea l ander , in fa c t , c on s idBl" ed i t a grave mi su s e  of thi s  

r ev enu e . 

' I t  wou l d  be s een fror1 the bri ef deb a t e  • • •  1n Parl ianent 
on th e 1 s t  of June ,  on pas sing the vo te for t:l:1 e C o l on ia l Land and 
Emigration B o ar d  • • •  tha t Ur . nnwe s • • •  r e c a ll ed a t t ention to the 
pra c t ic a l ly inp o rtar. t  f a c t  t:l1a t the a;::o uxlt of er:rl.gra t i on to b e  
cal cu l a t ed on b y  any co l ony dur ing th e yea r ,  wo t:ld depe:nd upon 
the s ta t e  of the fu::ds d er ived froD th e sa J.e of lrulds i.."l tl1a t 
c o l ony . V i ewing t:'lis f1.mdancnta l ru l e  :!n i t s  o perati v e relation 
t o  our o'\'i!i. c o l on:,' , v1e car .. n o t  inclulse in v G ry brizl". t ant i c ipa. ti on s 
of i t s  r e sul t s to N ew L.ea ln.nd, unl e s s  two c onc1i t ior::3 should b e  
r ea l i s ed :  f ir s t ,  tha t  t�:cr e  should b e  a con s idera:)l e aug.1 enta t i on 
o �� th e  land fund; aEd, n ext , tha t ther e s:. �c· u l d  bo a eo r e  judi c i ou s  
app l i c a ti on of the por ti on o f  i t n ppropriu t c d  t o  the purpo s e s of 
emi gra tio�: than tbe inportut ion of th e p ens ioner enigro...."l t s  anong s t  I 
u s  now i s four1d �o b e . 'l'he ;:'a c t  i s  to b e  .J O!'lle in rrind tha t tD.e 
hal f  o f  th e c o s € of briJ.1ghlg out th e l a s t two div i s i on s  of p er�s i onem 
has b e en  arbi trari l y, and as we conceive, ur_ jus tly defrn.yod out 
of th e l and fund - and s o  dofruyed , we n e ed P o t  say, not only 
wi thout t.b. e c on cur r enc e of t:i1e co l oni s t s ,  but in dir e ct oppo s it i on 
t o  th e i r  judgement &"'"ld ;.ri she s . t 2 8  

Becau s e  tho pr i ce o f  land vm s l o n ,  the revenu e froLl t11i s 

s our c e  wa s SLl a l l  c onpar ed with th e demar-:.d f or s e ttl er s ,  the paper 

2 5 .  
2 6 .  
27 . 

28 . 

Ib id. 
Ibid. 
The N ew ZeaLmder w� s no t then awa r e  that ·..rirtually the 

whole or t.tl e  co s t  wa s defrayab l e  fror; the land fund . 
N ew Zealander, 13 O ctober 1849. 
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continu e d. I t  wa s all the n:or e  ir.1po rt::mt , th er efor e ,  tha t 

the fund should b e  used judi c ious ly f or th e in�� ro du c t ion o f  

2 9  
' ef f e c t ive agr i cul tura l lab our • .  

I t  wa s in the sho r t  l ived Au ckland J,1un i c ipa l Co u..""l c i l  

tha t the L'1o s t s tr enuous op:.;;o s it i on t o  the u s e  of the J..mld f und 

f or p en s i on e r ir:n::1 1Gra tion wa s expr e s s e d .  The ba ttl e b egan 

early li1 i t s  c ar e er at a n e eting of th e cow: c i l  in Janunry 1 852, 

when two m emb er s  e xpr e s s ed con c ern a t  th e ua-;_l in 17� : i ch the 

bo rough1 wi tb an a'1.downent of onl y  1 6 , 00 0 a cr e s , wa s saddl e d  fron 

the out s e t  wi th a l are; e deb t , ma inly on a c c o m1.t of the p ens i oner 

3 0  
f or c e .  Moreo ver , Grey ' s c l a im tha t l and va lu e s hacl r i s en 

b e cau s e  o f  the p ens i oner s '  pr e s en c e  wa s s trongly d Gl;. i e d .  ' I t 

wa s n ever dr enr:H�d, ' Coun c i l l or lT ovJI::lan wa s repo rted a s  sayir�c , 

t tha t \·;e should b e  c a l l e d  on t o  pa :r f or such im:.:isr �nt s a s  t:1es e .  

I t  ha s a ll a long b een l ooked on a s  a b ounty o f  tl:<.e :::ome G overnment 

to the o l d  v e t era.11s giving then a c o ttage and an a c r e  of gro und 

in thi s c ountry . \'le did no t \7D.J.1t suc�1 imnis:::.�unts x�d rze shoul d 
� l  

i d t ,  t o _  no t b e  r e qu r e  to pay for nee . 

As a r e su l t  o f  the di s cu s s ion a p e t it i m;. to parl ianent wa s 

dra\m. up '.;;y the Coun c i l  pra:-inG tha t no po r t i on o f  the exp en s e  

o f  s ending out o r  l o c a t i ·rJ.c; p 01J. s ion er s b e  e:ntc.. i l cd Oll th e revenue 

3 2  
o f  the pr o vh�c e . C er ta in  f igure s  con c erning t:::, e s e  expens e s  wer e 

31 . 
3 2 .  

Ib id. 
Auckland Muni c ipa l C our .. c i l  ( 31 Jar.unry 1852 ) .  N ew :6e a l arl.der 

7 F ebruary 1852 . 
Ibid. 
Auckland Munic ipal Counc il ( 7 February 1852 ) .  N ew Zealander 

ll F ebruary 1852 . 
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s ought , f rom the governnent, but a s  they could n o t  b e  o bta ined 

e s tirna tes dravr.n up by a C ctm c i l cornDi t t e e  were sub s t i tuted . 33 
T'ne co s t of conveyanc e  a.nd l o cation wa s e s t imat ed a t  around 

£66 ,000�4 The pet i tion er s  c la irJed tha t it wo uld b e  r1r ong t o  

cha rg e  e i  the!' the land flli"ld o r  o thcr c o l oni a l  r evenu e vli t!-1 t: 1is 

c o s t , and t o  do so vli th the land fund would b e  a dir e c t  

mi sappropriat ion of that money. For the c o l oni s t s  had boug:-nt 

their lands ' upon the d i s t L."1 c t unders tanding that tf1.� purcha s e  

r.1oney shoul d b e  applied in a s c er t:..1 il1.ed pro p o r t ion s  to rond-na.king , 

pub l i c  work s , and cr:lie,ra t i on , nr..d tha t the p en s i Oi.:.crs a1, c  :w t the 

cl a s s  of p er sons cont�pl a t ed in s u ch arrang euc:nt • . Land value s ,  

i t  vm s c la itJ.cd, haS. Eot ri s en .  Indeocl af t e r  trm :re a r s  o f  tr:ring 

t o  s e l l  c ow.'ltry lar.�.d a t  llo r;i ck for £2 an a c r e  th0 0cvernr.:wnt had 

been for c e d  to redL: c e  tha � l m--;.d to t:1e o l d  up s e t  pri c e  o f  £ 1 . 

The fen c ib l es \":ere 1:c t Eec e s s a r;;- t o  tl1e co l ony ' s  def c:r::.c e ,  

i t  wa s argu e d ;  but suppo sin;; sone nili tary t:e.1J.ef i t  r:ere der i ved 

from their pre s en c e ,  then the Imp er ia l go verrrr1ent should b ear a ll 

charg e s  of u mi l i tary natur e .  I t  wa g a t  8-lly rs t e  un j u s t  t>a t 

the who l e  o f  thi s b urden s�1oul d  b e  ca s t on tne pur cha s er s  o f  

land ' who ought no t t o  be spe c iaL. :/ taxed for the def er::. c e o f  the 

c ol ony ' . 

Th e  Co :.mc il subr:1i t t ed , to o ,  tha t t�1 e loca t ior: l::ad b e ·:�1. 

3 3 . Auckland r,Iunic ipal Co un c i l ( 20 March 1852 ) New Zeal:;mder 
( 27 Murch 1852 ) 

3 4 .  Auckland iluni cipal Counc i l ( 27 March 1852 ) lf ev1 Zealan der 

( 3  April 1852 ) 
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c arried on extravagant ly and tl1a t the c o l onial l eg i s l a ture 

had bean prevented from pro t es t ing again s t  thi s extravagan c e  

only ' by the a s suran c e  o f  hi s E..""Cc e l l ency Sir G eorg e Grey, tha t 

the moneys wer e tho s e  o f  the Imp er ia l G overnmen t ,  and that the 

c o s t  was to be in no way defrayed out of the co l onial ��ds • .  

Grey ' s acti on in makLLg over pro c e eds o f  land s al e s an d  in 

promi s ing to make ov er no r e ,  had th er ef ore c au s ed s ome araazement . 

1\ s  a r e su l t  o f  the s e  diver s ions o f  th e lru1d fund , road bui lding 

and publ i c  ;,·:o rk s v1ere a lno s t  a t  a s tand s t il l .  'l"lfle C oun c i l  

therefore p e t i ti on ed the Bri t i sh Parl ianent tha t  n o  charG e s  wha t ­

ever in c or.n e c tion Tii th the pens ion er f orc e b e  nade on the 

c ol onial land fund , and tha t &�y suns a l r eady appropri&t ed by 

the G o vorno r f or thi s purpo s e  sho ul d  b e  repa id . 3 5 

To a certain ext cn t tl:e p e t i tioners :C. ad jus t i c e  on the ir 

s i de . �:/ake f i e ldian do c trine r e s ted on the r e a s onabl e princ ipl e 

tha t the colonial land fund sho ul d be u s ed for the intro du c ti on 

of l abouring enigrant s and to thi s ext ent the inporta t i on o f  

p en s i oner labour wa s a ju s t if iabl e  charge or. the land fund ; but 

there wa s �ei&ht L� the ir argmnen t that lar.d buyer s  s bould no t 

have to bear a l one t�e c o s t  of c ol onial def enc e .  r:nere land 

revenues were r..o t hi[;l1 i t  wa s f a ir to exp e c t  a s  judi c ious an 

appl i c a tion a s  po s s ib l e  o f  tho s e r evenu e s . The payncnt o f  

large s um s  f o r  hi s l!ID<l wa s  made r.1o r e  palo. tab l e  to tl1e buyer if 

3 5 .  Ibid. 
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he wa s a s sured that hi s money wo ul d  b e  used in D:troducing 

go od agr icu l tural labour and on pub l i c  work s whi ch wo uld make 

hi s  proper ty a c c e s s ibl e . H e  wa s no t ne c es s a ri l y to b e  cons o l ed 

when p re s �1t ed vd th inf er io r  p ensi oner l abour by the f a c t  tha t  h e  

was helping t o  def end the co l ony; qui t e apa r t  f' r o n  th e ne c e s ei ty 

o r o therwi s e of the pm� s i oner s  fo r c o l onia l defm1 c e ,  tha t wa s a 

charge w!1i ch sur ely should not come o ut o f  hi s po cket . 

on the o ther hand, the SWEieping repudia ti on by the c o un c i l  

o f  a l l  o i.)l iga tion s in r e s p e c t  of the c o rps wa s ur� rea s onab l e .  A s  

the H ew Zea lander (now o r  cour s e  th e vo i c e  o f  noderat i on and the 

middl e way )  sugge st ed , r an  e quita b l e divis ion o f  the c o s t  incur red 

on their a c count mi3{1t be mad e  b e tweru1 the Inp eri a l Trea sury and 

��e C o l onia l }Und• . 3 3  They sug2 e s t ed tha t the C o l onial �ur.d sho ul d 

carry the co s t  o f  the ir cor�vcyan c e  to N ew ::_.ealand whi l e  t:b. e co s t  

� 7  
o f  their lo ca tion should b e  m e t  froru Imp eria l r e s our c e s �  

G o vernor Grey em erg e s  from this d is cu s s i on in a que s tionabl e 

light . I f  the a ll ega ti on be true tha t he had c;ive:r:.. a s surru.1ce to 

co l onial l eg i s l a ture tha t the c o s t  of the p en s i on ers ' l o c a tion 

wo Ul d b e  carried 0y Bri ta in  then he ha d all owed hims elf to b e  

pla c ed L� a r a ther e quivo ca l po si t ion . 

The Auckland MUL-:ti cipal Counc i l  did no t live l one enough to 

pre s s  the i s su e . Pro t e s t  di ed wi th i t .  '" ''h en the fir s t  House 

of R e pr e s entatives net i t  a sked f or any corr e spondence b e twee:n. 

3 6 .  N ew Zea l�Jndcr , 31 tiarch 1 852 . 

3 7 . Ibid . 
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the C o l onia l  off i c e  ancl the G o v erno r  on the debt on a c c ount or 

the pens ioner s e tt l ement w1li c l1 had no t  app ea r ed in tho Blue Book s�8 

Lieu t tmant-Colonel Wynyard provided the Ho u s e  with a dispa t c h  or 

April 1853 from ll ewc a s tl e  to S i r  G e orG O G 1'ey, in w�1i ch tbe 

G ov ernor wa s a sked wha t  s t op s  he rm s tak il1g to pay o f f  the very 

larg e  adv�nc e s  L'lade by the Bri ti s h so vernrnent on a c count of the 

f en c ib l e s .  ' Tho s e  advan c e s  ar.:oun t  t o  a cons ideral.) l e  sum and a s  

i t  would be impo s s ibl e  f o r  Her f.la j e s ty 1  s Go vorn.rJ<:m t t o  wi thhol d  

s uch an out s tanding a c c o unt rrJUch l or:.c er from the c o91izan c e  o f  

parl iaDent , I h a v e  t o  expre s s  my enn1e s t  expe c ta t i on tha t you 

\�11 a pply your s elf s er i o us l y  t o  i t s  l i quida t ion . • 39 Ln a 

momorandun enc l o s ed iZl N ewca s t l e ' s d i s pa tch was • a  c ar efu l l y  

r evi s ed a c co unt 1 of the ·wh o l e  o:cpondi tur e incurred b y  t h e  various 

departnent s at home a s  wel l  �: s tc: e outl a:r cha rgea 'Jl e t o  the 

c o l ony f o r  the f en c ibl e s . I t  in.di c a  t od tha t t:i1 e  t o ta l  anotmt 

incurred on tl1e ir b eha lf wa s £93 , 707 . 9 s . 5d. o f  w:: l i ch £17, 887 . 7s . lOd 

Vta s pr ovi ded fo r by the Iw.pe r i a. l  c ov ernnent (r,minly f o r  tho peri o d  

prior to the e :  barkat ioE c, f  p en s i oL er s  a:Lld f o r  t� 1 e  c m��reyful.c e  o f  

the r e inf or c ement s ) a.Yld £6 , 1 1 3 .  5s . 5d had a l r ead:r b e en repa i d  fron 

LlO 
th e 1ar.1.d fund , l envL"'l3 the ur1p a id .JD.. lan c e  o f  £69 ,  706 . 1 6 s . 2d. -

'i'he f ir s t  and last amount s  when bro1.12;ht up t o  da te ':Jy ':/ynyard� were 
L'-1 

£96 , 997 . 9 s . ld a.:nd £721 996 . 1 5 s . l od-.- .And s o  the c o s t  o r  pen s ioner 

3 8 . 
3 9 . 
40 . 
41 . 

H .  of 
Ibid . 
Ibid .  
Ibid . 

R . , v .  & P .  S e s s ion I 1854. H o s snge 2 1 . 
F.ncl . l  lT e\'JC:.lstle to G .  Ur ey ( 1 8  Apr i l  1 8 53 ) 
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emigra ti on pa s s ed into the d eb t  o f  the N ew Zea land legi s l a ture t o  

Grea t Brita in .  

Their re cords tbroughout the s e  trans a c t i on s  do ti1c Co l onial 

Offi c e  �ncl th e 'I'r ea sury l i t t l e  credi t . In the f i r s t  pl a c e , 

although no detai l ed al l o c ation o f  c o s t  vro s mapp ed out bef ore 

the s cheme wa s pu t il1.t o  o p er a t i on ,  ther e is no tl1ing to sugg e s t tha t 

the Brit i sh government had int t>nded fror:1 the out s e t t0 cha r g e  t1'1 e 

who l e  c o s t  to the c o lonial land fund . Earl Grey had u s ed th e 

expr e s s i on t a  coLs ideraol e  part ' ; and fron hi s in !3 'Gru ctions 

Turner a t  the Comni s s uriat in ..'1.uct::l and inf err ed tha t Great 

Brita in int ended to pay a t  l ea s t the c o s t  of conveyanc e  and 

lo ca tion . I t  wa s onl y  a f t er the heavy c o s t  of the s cllerJe had 

b e cone appar ent that the Lo.:e d s  CornY'� s s ioner s and the Co l onial 

S e cr e tary in s i s t ed tha t the c o l ony 0 ear til e ful l  co s t - apar t 

from a bel a t ed con c e s s ion in the c a s e  o f  th e  l a s t  two detachment s . 

Brita in ,  mo reover , h�d not formal ly r enounc ed har obl iga t i o n s  � 

c o l onial def en c e .  'l'he a t t itude o f  th e depar tr:1ent s  conc er:ned 

sugg e s t s  tha t they were n everthel e s s  b eing e vaded. 

'I'hi s  p::.l r s irGony, mo reov er , redoun.ded to the di sadvantag e o f  

the pen.s i on e r s  t�� er1s e l  v e s .  '.i'he c o l oni st s t f e eling tho. t th e 

f o r c e  cad b een fo i s ted upon them wa s h e ight en ed by thi s refu s al 

to pay anyth:L"'lg but a m:1a ll par t  o f  th e c o st . The d i sgru�:ltled 

di s cu s s ion s  in counc i l  ( and do ubtl e s s  o ut o f  it ) inevitably 

turned t o  the quality of the pens ioners thems elve s ,  and a s  the 

caus e of the di s cont ent they we1·e bo ur�d to suff er ; wher ea s a oore 
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lib eral po l i cy on Britatn f s part might have helped to 

reconcile the co l onis t s  to the forc e .  



134 

CHAPTER X 

Tlill VERDICT 

The p en s ioner emigrat ion wa s under taken in an ag e wh en 

methods of c o l oni za t ion were b eing s er i ously examined and the 

suitabil i ty of emigrant s for c o l onia l l i f e  wa s an impo rtant 

con s i dera t i on .  The a chene wa s draf t ed 1n G r eat Brita in  w i th 

a care and thought which \'!ere int ended t o  el ir:Jina t e  the po s s ibil i ty 

of fa ilur e .  '£he previous r e cord of p ensi oner s  a s  enigrant s  wa s 

examined ; the r ea s ons f or f a i lure uere studi ed ; safegua rds aga in s t  

the s e  fai lur e s  were devis ed .  Under the s e  c ir cums tanc e s  an 

att empt a t a v erdi c t  i s  ine s car�bl e .  

In the f ir s t  p l a c e  i t  mu st b e  a sked whe ther or no t the 

s ci1ene fulf il l ed i t s  ob j e ct s .  'l'he s e  ob j e c t s , i t  ha s been s ta t ed, 

·were primar i ly the adequa t e  def enc e of the Ylhi t e populat ion 

again s t  th e Hao ri 1n a s  e c ononi c a l  a mrumer a s po s s ibl e ;  and 

s econdly th e increa s e  of the c o l ony ' s labour f or c e .  

I t  i s  dif f i cult to es t inat e  the value of the f enc i bl e s ' 

contribu t i on to li ew Zea hmd ' s def en c e ,  s in c e  dur ing the i r  tern. 

of servi c e  th ere wa s no war wi th the Mao ris . Ho w far thi s wa s 

due to the pre s m�c e o f  the p en s i on e r  f orce i s  doubtful . There 

were o ther s trong er r ea s ons for thi s c ompara tively smoo th int erlude 

1n Mao r i-pak eha relation s . 'i?he pen s ioners were cal l ed out only 

onc e ,  and then only for a f ew hour s . In April 1 851 a brush 

o c curr ed between the Auckland po l i c e  and a small pa r ty of the 

l!ga t i -paoa t r ib e ,  during whi ch a chief wa s knocked abo ut and 



1 
l a t er imprisoned. The o t her Hao ri s , having da she d  off and 

returned a f ew days l a t er w ith two hundred and f ifty r einf orcements 

to ob tain satisfaction, landed in arms a t Me chan i c s  Bay . 

Pr ecauti ons had to b e  tak en and a large forc e ,  compr i s L"lg the 

58th r egim ent w i th ar til l ery and a b ody of s app ers and min e r s ,  

and t h e  On ehunga p en s i oner s  1 wa s prepar ed f o r  an ern erg en cy, wbil e  

the gur,s o f  H .M . S .  ' Fly ' wer e a l s o  made ready . 'l'h e  H no r i s ,  

fa c e d  b y  thi s f ormidabl e f o r c e , rie r e  given t wo hours in v.;h i ch to 

? 
leave Me chm i c s Bay , wbi c"fJ. t:i1ey di d . � Ea jor r :enny wro t e  a sraphi c 

d e s cr ipt i on of the s teps l'le to ok t o  mobi l i s e the f o rc e when the 

a tta ck thr ea te.."led. Kenny had been in Aucklmld when he nad 

r e c e ived G r ey ' s in s tructions � H e  ir.arnedin tely ha s tened b a ck t o  

onehunga . ' On  rJ.y way hith er I dir e c t ed the p en s ion er s wi tll vo.ih or1 

I f e l l  in to j oin wi th a ll sp9ed, ��nd to arc. mld o. c c ou t r e  f orth­

wi th. t 4 H e  s ent ins tructi ons to t.� ::. e o ther s e t t l e:.:en.t s fo r 

ma..YJ11.ine; s tra t egic po s i t i ons and p r eve..J. t il:.g n rr1ed h!ao r i s  fron 

pro ceedLJ.g inland. lie hirus e lf t o ok the thr e e  d e ta cl:n:nents of ni s 

ba t ta l iorl t o  Au ckland , and s ta yed there until shortly aft er day-

light \7hen they s truck camp and rJarchcd back . 'l'he p cr.. s ioners 
c:: 

had r e sponded •:;i th ala cri t"<J , Kenny r epo rt e d .  v 1'ile N ew �ealander 
6 

a l s o  comr.;ended the s pe e d with w!:li ch they had a c ted , and a c c o rding 

to Thoms on , the yoUJ."'"lg s o l di e r s  i...'Yl the barrn c:(s 'Ner e surpri s ed at 

1 .  
2 .  

4: .  
5 .  
6 .  

N ew Zealander ,  16 April 1851 
Ibid . 
Kenny to G .  G r ey ( 18 April 1 851 ) : D . A . ,  G . l8 .  
Ibi d .  
Ibid. 
N ew Zea lander , 1 6  April 1851 . 
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Dur Lng the mon th aft ei' thi s inci dent a rumour rea ched the 

G overnor o f  an arn1ed ga thoring o f  !/la ori s at Waiheke .
8 

Kmmy wa s 

ins truc ted by the Co l onia l S e creta ry to tak e t�e rumour into 

con s ider a t ion ' espe ci a l ly �t s r egards the s e t tl eruent of Hm•i ck t� 
Despi t e  th ese rum.b1ings ther e wer e thinking oen in the 

capital who consider ed the p:en s ioners u..'Y).nec e s sar y  il1 the defenc e 

o f  the c ol ony. There wa s no do ub t  abo ut the pon s io:-..H � r s  1 bravery 

and a'.Jil ity , s a i d  the Southern Cro s s  in March 1 852, ye t 

• no t�;iths tanding thi s ,  we do tlril1k tb.a t the i.rl..hab i ta_"l. c s  o i:'  

Auckland wo ul d have slept qui t e  a s  s otmdly o n  the 17th Apri l 

l a s t  had the p ens ion ers , ·in s t '9nd of lighting tr� ei::- wa t ch f ir e s  

on the height s o f P:1rne 1 1 ,  b e,;::.1 ra t iona l ly p o.rni t ted t o  s:.-::oke 

the ir pip e s  in qui e t  by the i r  om: f u•e s i dc s ' •1 0 In tl1 o  � .).l.ni c ipal 

C ourLc il , 1lr . i1.brahar:, a la�f1Jer and c it:r r:enb cr, denied tha t t:1e  

s e tt l e r s  had b e en a larned dur ing the u11r e s t  and t�e t t!:ere had 

b e en  any o c c a s i on foP cal l ir...g out the pe�·J s ionola1 ':7hi l e  n t the 

s ame tiTJe Ald erman .Powdi t ch, s oon to r epr e n ent the )ens ionel' S on 

the Provinc ia l  Council , denied the need for :;h en :L--:. tlle def ei�c e  

1 2  of the co l ony a t  al l .  'l'hi s s ame a t t i tude wa s taken in th e  

Huni cipal Counci l ' s  pet i t i on t o  the Eous e of c omr.:o1:s , already 

r:1ent ioned. ' Your p e t i  t i oncrs who l ly deny the ne c e s s ity of th e 

7 .  'l"homson .  op. ci t .  , pl66 .  
8 .  Ma j .  Kenny to G .  Grey ( 1 5  Se?tenocr 1 851 ) : D . ,\ .  G . l8 .  
9 . Ibi d .  :En c l .  c ,  Co l .  S e c . t o hlaj . Kenny ( 23 l.iay 1 851 ) 
lO . Southern Cro s s ,  30 I-.Iarch 1852 . 
11 . Auckland Munic ipal CoUj_:c i l . Southern Cro s s , 30 1Iarch 1 852 
1 2 .  Ib id. 
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pensioner for c e  a s  a mean s  o f  dofen c e ,  and on b ehal f  of the 

na tive s  yo ur pe ti tioner s r e c ord the ir pro t e s t  again s t  the sugg e s t ion 

tha t the pre s enc e  of the f o ; • c e  ha s b e en an d i s  in ru1y wa y ne eded 

on their a c c ount . ,l 3 

I t  i s  hard t o  b e l i eve tha t s ta t en ent s such as the s e  r e f l e c t  

the general opinion of t h e  provinc e .  If so ,\ucklanders had short 

memori e s . Sir G eo rge G r ey a t  m1y rD. te took u nor e  r ea li s t i c vi ew 

of relat ions b ·  ..  twecn Ha ori s and l!-uro p enns n:.1d c on s i d e r ed the 

l ik e l ihoo d of trouble at ar�y tir:1o b e twem� t!1c trm co od r ea s on 

for ins i s t irg on the mnint em.-u1 c e  o f  d i s c i p l iLe in the fo r c e .  

Unl e s s  a s tG.t e o f  pr epar e dne s s  exi s t ed , ' a sencr�J. l r eb e l l ion or 

s p i r i t  of lawl e s s  insubordir.at ion r!icht asail;. r.:nnif e s t  i t s e lf 

ar:: onc th e na tives , \Vho are r eadily e:ncoura �;ed in f e e l L1g s  of s el f  

con f i denc e by any UlJparcnt su c c e s s  or-� ':�heir pn::, t , o :1 b:r mq 

app earan c e  of nant o f  vigour or '.'Inllt o r  nea:..-� s  on the pa rt o f  the 

goverrunent ' •1 4 ·i'he sug;e s tion tlJL-1. t th e p en s i on er s cherJe wa s an. 

insul t to th e  nativ e s  nus t  hav e  evokeu s o!.;o wry SJ-:li l e s . :P cri!ap s 

i t  i s  en un c on s c i o u s  tribu te to G r ey ·,-;ho had s o  firnl7l e s ta�)li ohed 

peace and tr&J. quil lity in t he north tha t the po s s ib i l i t:r of war 

s e ened r eno t e . .At any ra t e  the even t s  o f  the n ext decade rmuld 

show ho\·J far th e peti tionc r s  were ·:.rr on;:; :::...J.d G r ey r ic;l-lt . 

Tha t the p en s i one r s wer e ne ver ca l l ed on to f ic;l:. t i s  no 

proof of the ir u s e l e s sne s s .  Inde ed i t  r;a s to cor: s o lida t e  the 

un c erta in p ea c e  whi cJ;. Grey llad e s tab l i shed thn t the c orp s had 

1 3 .  Aucklsnd Mini c ipa l C o unc i l  ( 2 7 Ma rc-h 1 8 52 ) N ew Ze al ande r .  
1 4 .  Ib id. 3 April, 1852. 
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b e en  brought t o  N ew L:ealand . Had war oc curr ed i t  could have 

sugg e s ted thn t the Gov erno r ' s pol i cy wa s a f a ilur e .  That pen c e  

wa s ma inta in ed s hows the suc c e s s  of tha t po l icy ( a t  l e a s t  f or 

the t irr.e being ) .  Tiad the p en si on e r s b e en f o rc ed in t o  a ct i on 

they would doub tles s hnve a c qu i t t e d  t;:. ens elve s wel l .  H eports 

of th eir pe riodi c dri l l  da ys s tr e s s  their pr e c i s i on a.ncl. e f f i c i ency. 

Ho reover , their p2.� e s en c e  by r er;1oving t:he ne :;d for a mi l i tia 

rel i eved Aucklanders o f  t:'l e  burden of their o ·.-m d e f en c e  ::md 

sub s t i tu t e d  a body \·l� :i c!1 , i t  cc:m be a s sunod, na s at l ea s t a s  

eff i c i en t .  From the def en c e  po iLt of vim·; , then , the p -:.;n s i oner s 

w e r e  c er ta inly no t a fni luro . 

'l'h e que s ti on of the � n s i oner s ' c ontr ibu t ion to tl--...e lo ca l  

la'oour f o r c e  ha s a lr ead:J b e e:i:}. ui s cu s s e d  in p;J.r t .  . e :: avo s e en  

how p en s ioner l abour wa s s tron�;ly c r i ti c i s ed ir1 s or�o quar t er s . 

Although i t  C2u:.r .. o t  be a s suned t�·:a t suc:-1 d i s s at i s f a c t i m:. ·�·!ith 

t:1e p ens i on er s and tl"'..Gir' dep cndeL t s  ·:�a s lli:iver sal ( f o r  a t t cr:.ti on 

would nu tur8.l l y  b e  f o cu s  :.� ed a:: t�:e lL"'l. s a  ti sfo. c to r:·· few r a t: �  o r  than 

ir. a 

fairly di s pa s s iona t e  s !.lrvey o :  th e s c heme , r e cogr:is ecl '�ha t ' exc e!)t 

for t:heir va lue • • •  n s  con s t i t'-lting an e:nr o l l ecl ni l iti8. for the 

def en c e  of the pr ov :i..n c e , and tl-:u s prevent in� the n e c e s s i  t:; o f  t�le 

fre qu ent withdrm'm l o f'  a l n rr; e nu.'"::!b er of per sons from indu s tria l  

pur suit s f � r  mi l i t i a  truinli�G , they arc no t contributo r s  D� an 

e qual degr e e  i:Vi th the ordinary lab ou:'ing popula t ion t o  the 

1 ,.. 
pro s  pori ty of ti.1o c o lony ' • 0 In a r.1o dora t e ,  thoughtful �tr t i c l e  

1 5 .  l'l'lc l 1 to :  G .  G r eY. to Earl Grey, ( 6  February 1851 ) :  P . P . lBbl . lLx ( Cmd I42n ) 



' • 

1 3 9  

the �i ew Ze al ander a tteDpt ed a balanc e d  apprai s al o f  pensioner 

labour . • I t i s  at onc e  admi t ted, ' said that paper, • tha t their 
mil itar y  o c cupa t ions have g enera l l y  spe aking unf i t t ed th e pen s i on er s  
fol' en t er ing on agri cul tural l abo ur wi th the apt i tude whi ch per s ons 
dir e c tly s hipp ed from the furn wou ld p o s s e s s ;  but thi s admi s s ion 
should b e  qua l ifi ed by the f a c t s tha t s ome o f  them wer e brought 
up to agr i cu l  turnl pur s ui t s  a1�d in r e sumint; th erJ are now only 
r eturnil1.g t o  the bu s in e s s  of tlleir youth ; tha t s ome pa s s ed the 
int erva l b etwo eL their r et ir i HG from a ct iv e s ervi c e  in the army 
and th eir cuigration in fai'TJing ; and ti:1n t many o f  them sin c e  the ir 
l o c a ti on here have e;iven deeons tra tive evicle::.1.c e tha t th ey n l:' e  
n o i  th er s o  igno-rant :nor s o  indo l en t  in agri cul tural and pa s toral 
ma t t er s a s  ha s b e en  ul l et; e d .  I t  i s  true tha t tlley are no t young 
men ; �;u t it i s  a l s o  true tha t J":any o f  then r e ta in vigour suffic i ent 
to r ender them effic iel l t  lab ourer s . ' 1 6  

I t  s hou ld be r upca t od that no t a l l  o f  the p ensi oners b c cane 

at;r i cu l tur a l  l a 0our ers . . �. t  u tai"mim und Howi ck in po.r ticul a r  

pen s i on er s  o.t f ir s t  foill H  1 1  t t l e  op�; o r tm li ty f o r  agr i cu l  turc' l 

work . S t at i st i c s  for 1 848 und 1 849 sho w  t�a t the ma j o ri ty o f  

tho s e  no t crJpl oyed in pub l i c  ··�o r/.: s cane UJ.!d er t:·le l:.ea ding • r:w ci.lru:. i c s  

l 7  
and a r tifi c er s ' .- '.L':hoir coE t l·Lmt ior: to t£1 e la�our r:a r�c c t ,  

howev er , �va s  n o  l e s s  in tha t dir e c tion . 

I t  mu s t  b e  adr:dt ": ed tl'..u t  nei ther a s  s ol di e r s  nor a s  

o f  f ir s t  ra te aua l i tv .  � V Bu t a s  

tlw ir pc ci.l l iar c ont r iout i oi l  t o  I :  e·.v Zeu lru�d ' s we lfare wa s t�1u t 

th ey wel"e bo th s o ltli er s  D.Hd labour er s i t  i s  un ju s t  t o  eva lua te 

th er.-1 s eparn': c l y  iL each c:..'t_.Ja c i ty n� �d to c; o no fur ther . 

G r ey had b e en  r i sllt in 1 lis diagno s i s  of til e c o lony ' s ne .-ds - a:n 

ea s i ly rJobil i s ed a�1 d  eff i c ient f o 1• c e  o f  r:en for g arr i s on du ty 

wl":en n e ::: ded but norr:1a l l y  free f or labour . I t  i s  do ub tfu l whe ther 

1 6 .  
1 7 . 

N ew Zea lander , 3 April 1 8G2 . 
Govt. Ga z ette , n ew Ul s t er , Vol . II ,  no l June 1 849 ; Vol . I II ,  

n o 4 ,  F ebruary 1850 . 
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they could hav e b e en  bett ;;r s erved than by t he p en si one r s . 

Some con c lus i ons on the genera l  suitab i l i ty o f  ex-s oldi er s 

for nineteenth c entury emigra tion can be dra\m from the s tudy of 

the pen s i oner experiment in n ew Zeal and . 

There were c ertain obvious d ef i c i en c i e s  in the pen s i one1� ' s 

makeup whi ch d e tracted from h i s  valu e  a s  a c ol oni s t . In the 

f ir s t  ple. c e ,  his army c a r e er ha d no t fi t ted him f or the l i f e  of 

a new country by f o s tering tl10 s e  qua l i t i e s  of i.&."li t i a t ive and 

independenc e so highly va lued i.l� a pioneering c:mntry. • rr the 

pens ioner s , ' Clw r l e s  Knight ·.vro t e , 1 hr:v e  lw t avai J. ed thems e lves 

s o  fully and g eneral ly a s  t1 ley nrl.cht hav e do:1.e o f  the r.1any 

advantag e s  wi t"!-1 w> i c1 �  the r::;overr.ti!lent sur:.,ounded t: :eo , in an 

anxi ous so l i c i tude to a i d  tlle progre s s of a pron i sing and 

int er e s tLng experir:lont , the fault li e s  in t!1 c  Uil.oxye c t ed fo r c e  

of th eir l ong ac qui r ed I:��!Ji t s  o f  deperldoncy ::m d  the \'Jant o f  t:.:-,at 

energy , pers everar:.c e  and s ob r i e ty rtn i ch di s tinguish th e eni gr�m .. t s  

o f  the Uni t cd r: 1n3don L'1 eve ry c c  l ony under the Br i ti sh Crown . t l S  

:r:v en suppo s ing the r.:..;en t o  have had thes e qun l i t i e s  befo r e  ti:1e y 

ent ered the ar!ily ( and to a s  m.n:-1e thft t the n rrny a tti•a c t ecl s-u. cl:l men 

in the nineto ez:rth c entury i s  far frm.-: ju s t i f iab l e ) an army 

career wa s cal cula ted t o  di s s ipa t e  them . 

'l"'he s e  de f e c t s in chara c tt�r a nd ba ckgro u.iid of th e pe.:.J.s i oner 

1 8 .  Enc l .  1 to : G .  Grey to .Ear•l G rey ( 8  February 1851 ) :  P . P .  
1851 , lxx ( Cmd 1420 ) 
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mad e  hill , when measured a l ong s i de ' the s tou t ,  hea l thy inr-.:igran t ,  

1 9  
o c cupying his t ine indu s triously, cmd vrorking his way to cor.:�peten cy '  

u c ol oni s t o f  inferior qua l i t y .  l3ut , a s  th e n ew Zea l nn der 

s en s ibly poin t e d  o u t , the c ompari son wa s no t a s  s ii:1pl o .  t In  

l ooking at the c a s e ca lmly, i t  rms t b e  evident t o  every r e a s onab l e 

mind tha t the fi r s t que s tion i s ,  - no t whet:Cler the P en s i on er s 

form the very b e s t  cla s s  o f  im1igre.nt s tha t i t  vmul d  b e  po s s ibl e 

t o  in tro duc e i f  ,,-;e had everythinG conne c t ed wi th the ir s e l ect ion 

and intr o du c t i on r osulo.. t od in the no s t judi c iou s mld e ff i ci ent 

r1ann cr; but whe tl:l8r t�r.1ey a r e  s o  rm ch \'Jor s e  tl1a t tb.o s e  \7hon there 

20 wa s any rea s onab l e prooa b i l i ty o f  our get ting . '  A c c o rding to 

the snr::e pap e r  the cl a s s  o f  irn1i3ran t w�1ich c oul d b e  exp e c ted 

ti:1I' ougl1 gov err.:.m ent agency rm s l ilce ly to b e  t o f  a rJixed nEd 

th erefore doubtfu l '  qua l i  ty� l 'l'h e p cn s i o::::.c r s  r:e r e  a t  l ea s t  an 

inprovement on the c la s s  t i.i.:di s cl'inina tel;,r s ent out under tl1e 

? ·? 
old s y s t em vio rlc ed b:.- s�1 i p  b:.."'o k ing er.:igrn. t ion agents at hone ' . � � 

'l'o th eir c r ed i t  i t  can b e  said t:·wt t!.: e p en si o�1 or s f o l'Tled, 

in t he r:.:a in ,  a 1 aw-abidi.1J.g c ourJurli ty . The f a c t  t�a t al�o s t  a l l  

wer e I!larried ; .en r1 i th famil i e s  :!.m d a s tabi l i s ins i:;.::f 1 u en c e  on t he 

s e t t l ements - indeed i t  i s  apr;are::.t tha t th e family uni t wa s 

n e c e s sary to mili tary co l on i s a tion, and whers i t  did no t f orm an 

:L"""lt egral .::;ar t o f  su ch s chen e s  the ir c.::;.an c o s  of su c c e s s were 

1 9 .  From a sp e e c . � by C o unci l l o r  .\bra1H:1;.:: , Au c : : Ln:.d : :uni c ipa l 
Com� c i l  ( 31 January 1852 ) H ew Zca l mlder , 7 � ebruary 1852 . 

20 . N ew Zealcmder , 3 .April 1852 . 
2 1 . Ibid. 
2 2 . Ibid. ( 31 Mo.r ch 1852 ) 
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grea tly dimini shed. The o th er gr eat s tab il is ing inf luen c e  

\".'a s the chur ch . Apar t  from the ir compu l s ory a tt endanc e a t  

church parade s , the p en si oner s w e r e  under the norr::ta l  sup ervis ion 

of par ish pr i e s t s , ea ch s e t t l em ent having b e en c ons t i tu t ed the 

c entr e of a pari sh to which c i ergymen of the two main demonina tions , 

Church o f  England and Church of Ro11e , wore a t t a ched. It i s  

signif i cant tha t  th e p e t, i  t ion of H o  wick p en s ione r s aga in s t  the 

li cen s ing o f  llo t el s in their s e t :; l enent v1a s headed oy the Homan 

catho l i c pri e s t .  

s ome sub s tru:.tial o en efi t s  ncre conf er:., ed by the p ens i oner s  

on t h e  co l ony, and on Auckla.."ld in par t i cular , qui t e  apa rt fron 

tho s e  c over ed by the two na in o b j e c t s o f  the s cheme. .. In the 

f i r s t  pl a c e  it nay be c l a imed tha t tJ.1o V·)ry in crea s e  of 2 1 0 ) 0  

s o ul s  i n  i t s  r..unbe:, s  gav e 1 \Uckl�md a c l ear l ea d  o v er o ther rival 

towns in the popu l a t ion ' ra c e  1 and a s sur ed i t  f o r  sm:�c year s ,  o f  

i t s  p l a c e a s  capita l  c i ty, w i th a l l the advm1tages t�1a t i: � l i ad . 

1'here wer e a l s o  c erta ir. e c onor.:i c  b:enefi t s  f ol' whi ch i\u c ��land wa s 

ir�debt ed t o  the pens ioner s .  ' I t nay b e  s a i d  tha t ti l ey cone 

among s t  u s  a s  sna l l  c:.tpi tali s t s , tl:.e expendi ture of t� ... eir ( :-.;on ey ) 

making no insig.T' ... if i c ant addi t ion t o  tile r e c e i pt s o f  our sl10pke epers 

':lnd trade smen. ' 23 And, as .=:ni0}1t s a id ,  ' i t is no t in tile f i r � t  

few year s that the uo st b en ef i c i a l  r e su l t s  to the c o l ony f1�on the 

a dopti on o f  su ch a plan a s  p en s i on e r  irn:;igra ti on cm1 b e  f cl t ;  

23 . N ew Zea lander , 3 April 1 852 . 
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fo r the benef i t s yet to b e  derived from the rar.11 1 1 e s  o f  th e 

imn igrant s and the e s tabl i sl:lrt� ent o f  a cons iderab l e  popula t i on 

of small lunded propri etor s  in a co untry of much f Grti l i ty, 

will b e gren ter than any which ni·e apparent a t  pr e s ent . • 24 

JI.J:oreover , �'-l e e s tab l i shment o f  a s erie s of sma ll s e t t l ement s  in 

the ou tlying di s tric t s  a s s i s ted in th e econonic deve lopnent of 

the pr ovin c e by at tra c t ing f nrt'l.Gl" S  into the area . \'Je hav e s e en  

how a con s i derab l e  di spute c entred on th e degr ee t o  whi ch the 

pre s en c e  o f  the pen s ion er s had in cr ea s ed th e valu e  o f  c oULJ.try l an d  

1n t h e  Au ck lPJ1d provi.l1.c e .  ·:a1a t r i s es did o c cur could be explaL'Yl ed 

1n part a t  l e a s t ,  by t!1c norr�a l  expans ion o f  the pro vince . 

n ever thel e s s  tb.e b e s t  con c lu s i o� :  would app ear to b e  tha t  s one 

increa s e  in value di d o c cur . 

I t  nu s t  no t be forg o t t en tha t the p en s i or1er c orps bl'ousht 

wi th i t  Den v1ho were to r ender 1 i ew L:.ea land valuab l e  s ervi c e s  

n purt from tho s e  they gave t o  the c o rps . c aptain Ha ultain 

had a no tab l e  oi li tary c a r e er af t er :�i s t ern o f  s erv i c e  wi th 

the f en c i bl e s , and di s t i:ngu i s.iwd hims e lf a t  Orakau 1r� the 

Waika to war . H i s  contrib�tion tu lT ew t.:.ea ln..'1.d p o l i t i c s  wa s a l s o 

a no teworthy o�e .  He s erv ed on the tiuni c ipal C oun c i l  anc.l. a lthoug!.;. 

he to ok no par t :L"1. p ro v incia l po l i ti c s  l1e sa t  in t11e Hous e o f  

Hepre s enta tive s and in 1 865 b ccntJe a nemb er o f  Staffor d ' s 

minis try where he wa s an energ eti c mini s ter o f  def�lc e .  

2 4 . Enc l .  l in : - G .  Grey to Earl Grey ( 8  l•'ebruary 1850 ) : P . P .  
1851 , lxx ( Cmd 1420 ) 

.. 
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Lieut enant J . J . Symonds L"l 1 855 b ecame native s e cr e tary ,  in 

1856 res iden t rnagi s tra te a t  on ehmJ.ga and principa l  r e turning 

offi c er .  B e tw e en  1 8 GB and 1850 he repr e s ent ed the p �1s ioner 

s et t l ement s in ' the Hou s e  o f  Repr e s enta tives . L a t er h e  s ei•ved 

!ls a memb er o f  the Na t ive La:nd Court . Captrd.n Ker.u1y continued 

to s erve the conntry in the mi l i t a ry sphe re , and from 1853 t o  

1880 wa s a memb er o f  the Leg i s lative Cow1ci l . Ma jor G r e enwood 

r epr e s en ted the pens ior1er s e t tl ement s in parlianen.t fl.,om 1853 to 

1857, and on the provinc ial co unci l from 1 855 to 1 857. l'hn t the 

s en s e  of r e spon s ib i l ity and po l i t i ca l  con s c i ou sn e s s  whi ch 

obvi ou s l y prompted the s e  Den to under take c ivil o f fi cre a.""ld 

pol i t i ca l  car e er s  wa s n o t  c m�f ined to the af f i c er s  i s  shown by 

the e l e c t ion , a lready mc.1'1.t ioned, o f  a p ens io:c::.e!' and a pen s i oner ' s  

s on to the first Auckland r;r o v inc i a l  c o ur� ci l . 

So r.m ch f o r  the c o l ony; JUt an a p_ .. ra i s a l  o f  thi s !'1 0 rt v.ro ul d 

no t be c oTipl e t e  wi tho ut r.1 e.n tion of tho b enef i t s  v1lli cl l t:10 ruen and 

the ir famil i e s  tl1en s e l  ves deri v ecl froD the ir tr::<ns f er to ti:" e 

co l ony. i .. U!:l i t t edly t�J.e Howi ck p e..'11s ion er s found tllat they l:1a.d a 

hard row to ho c and f o r  a numb or of yeo.rs l ived neE1.r the br·..:>adline . 

N ever the l e s s  ti:. e  eve.1"1tual co��dit i on o f  a l l  the p en s ior:. cr s wa s on 

a l evel o f  pr o sperity well ab ove tha t whi ch the;_;· cou l d  :i:nve 

en j oyed in Vi c to riun EJ:l..gland, which wa s no t di s t ingui shed by 

genero si ty to i ts poo r .  'rh e po l i t i c a l pri vi l eg e s  they wer e 

g ::an t ed wer e no t enj oyed bj" the ir f e l low p ez1 s io:ners L"1 £.':.gland 

f or a generat i on .  M o s t  impor tant o f  al l ,  however , mo s t  



fundamenta l of the benefit s they derived, there wa s $  in their 

country o f adoption, no wide gulf s epara ting the • two na tion s • -

go vernor s and governed$ no p er vading s ens e of inju s ti c e under 

whi ch the poor lab our ed in England ' s ' Bl eak Ag e ' • 

The p en s ioner emigration s cha�e wa s inportant no t only 

to li ew Zea l and .  For Ba rl Grey i t  had a wider s i�Li f i canc e . 

• I  nu s t  • • •  ob a erve a s  to thi s mea sur e ,  that I regarded it n s  one 

of very gr ea t importan c e ,  no t merely on a c c o m�t of i t s  limnedia t e  

r e su l t s , but a l so a s  an experiment on the pra c ti cabil i ty o f  

conbinLLg t h e  two ob j e c t s ,  of providing for th e t·lili t ary def en c e  

o f  the C o l oni e s  at a cheap ra te , and increa s ing th e i r  !Jri t i sh 

popul a t i on ru.-.tcl their supply o f  ls."oo ur ,  by fo rning & e t t l er.Jent s 

of r:en Ul1d er c erta:Ln ob l igati ons of mi l i tary s ervi c e ,  but not 

r e tained co:;:lstantly in pay o r in the perfo rnanc e  o f  mi l i tary 

d�ty . If the experiment suc c e eded in n ew Zealand I l o oked 

f orwa. rd to t h e  sar1e prin c ipl e being a ppl i ed el s ewhere . '  2 5 'l''h e  

nen ,  h e  sugge s t ed, need Eot b e  pen s ioner s ;  s hort s ervi c e  s o l di e r s , 

' s ti l l  in the vigour of their ug e , • micht be u s ed. H e  s ug:_; e s t ed 

the Aus tral ian Co loni e s ,  C eyl on, w�.uri t iu s , e.nd Jarnai ea a s  

c o l onies uhere r.1ili tary s ettler.1en t s  m.ight b e  pl a c ed wi th 
:::: 6 

advantag e .� 

It wa s S outh Afri c a ,  ho wever , winch had the mo s t  pre s su1g 

probl em in Euro pean-na t1ve r ela tione lll this decade , and mi li tary 

2 5 . 

2 6 . 

Earl Grey : 
tra tion .  

Ibid. 

C o l onia l po l i c; o f  Lo rd J ohn Rus s ell ' s  adrninis­
Vol.II. ppl46- • 
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s et t l emen t s  wer e one of the me thods u s ed to Leet i t .  In 1 847 

thr ee mi l i t ary vi l lage s were p la c ed a long tl1 e Tyumi e  River in 

t�:e • c eded t erri t ory e b e tween the F i sl1 and the Kei skn'ill.la ni v er s  ;7 
They met a di s a s trou s  f a t e ,  f o 1� in :l.850 they wer e burnt to the 

ground with the l o s s of for ty s ix l ive s �8 n ever th el e s s  thi s 

wa s not th e l a s t  att crjpt a t  mi l itary s e ttlenont in south Afr i ca . 

In March 1 8 5 5  Sir G eorc e Grey spoke to the Cap e .P nr l iar:1ent on 

th e sub j e c t o f  l3ri t i sll Kaf fraria . :1 e pl�opo s ed t!:1at in vi ew o f  

the unc or tn in rel n t 2.on s exi s t ing betweej_1 t�lo na t ives lliJ.d Europeans 

' 2 9  
L"1. tha t area , 1 , 00 0  p en s i oner fnni l ie s  s houl d ".J e  s e tt l ed tJ:J.ere . 

Hus s e l l ,  whi l e  givine; G r ey ' s outl in ed. po l icy the u sual a_:oproval , 

spoke of t our l ii�ii t 0d bo d:r of pen s i on er s ' ,  out r eferr ed to a 

grant of £40 , 00 0  t n.ow a s s er.1.ted to ' •:Cdch r:a n to b e  u s ed L"1. s e:ndi...'Ylg 

p en s i oner s to the ea s t ern dis t :::i c t  o f  tll c c o l ony . 3 J  D e s pi t e  the s e  

prepara ti on s , n o tlli:ng car. . e  of tlie pro j ec t .  Ins t ead a lUI'CC 

numb er o f  G ernan l cg ionari e a ,  vet erans o f  t h e  Crine<.tr� . nr , \"JO . ' e 

plan t ed under a rail i  tary vil l aGe s ys t cr:1 o:c: lm:d c onf i s cat ed fron 

r ebel l ious chi ef s  D1 Dri ti sh Knf!raria after the d i s a s trou s  cat t l e 
·-:: l 

kil l ing epi s o d e  ill 1 857� ..... i'ne plml ne t wi th l i  tt l o  su c c e s s . 

Whereas n lno s t  al l tl:1e p e...."'ls :!.oners who ca:: e to n ew Zea l ::md were 

oa.rried men , the G erman ucr cenari c s  bro ur.;ht few \'lOnen ru'ld chi l dr en 

wit:h thet'l . ' 'l'i1ey were neit'i'ler s o  nuner o us no r s o  G erman a s  l:e 

2 7 . Walker, E . :� .  A hi s tol�:'l o f  South Afri ca . p237. 
2 8 . Thea l ,  G .  l.1cC . South .. \frica .  p25l .  · 
2 9 . Bel l & Morrel l . S elect do cum ent s . p537n. 
30 .  Ibid. Extra c t f rom : Rus s ell to dir G e o rs e  G r ey { P . P . l 8 54-5, 

xxxviii ) pp537-8 
3 1 . Theal , op . ci t .  p286 .  
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(Grey ) had expec ted; ther e were f a r  too many young o ffi cer s of 

the Black and Tan var i e ty . 1 3 2  Gr ey mad e  the b e st he c ould o f  

the s i tuation ,  however .  By ke ep ing t h em  on ful l  mi l l  tary pay 

he kept them under mi l itary law, whi l e  at the s am e  t ime he 

subj ected tnem to another form o f  dis c ipl ine by li1porting wive s 

for th em, mainly Iri sh� 3 
N everthel e s s  many f a il ed t o  settle do\m ; 

the more r e s t l e s s  went to fight in India�4 
By 1 860 the re s t  

wer e dr ifting away � 5 

'rhe fai lure o f  this pro j e ct did no t de s troy Grey' s fai th in 

the prin c i p l e  o f  mi l i tary s e t t l er:1ent in • front i er • r egions , for 

it wa s on the pla."l he had adopt ed in Kaffraria tha t he bas ed hi s 

oi li tary s e t t l ement s cheme in the ·,vat ka to af t er the na ori war s . 

I t  i s  no t intended t o  exar.:in e  thi s  plan clo s e ly ,  but a s  the onl y 

o ther attempt at m il i tary se ttlenent in H ew Zeal and i t  des erve s 

s ome ment i on . 

'file r e a s on s  fo r c onfi s c a ting hla or i  l and in the Wa fr..a to and 

'l'aranaki a r e  wel l enough lmav n .  Part o f  t�1 i s  l ar g e  area o f  land 

wa s s e t a s ide for .�i'.e s e tt l er.wn t o f s o l di er s  who had f ous:C. t in 

the war and thu s a s  on induc er.::1 ent to re cruit s , s inc e r e crui t s  

were ne eded i f  N ow Zealand was t o  play the larger pa rt in. the war 

tha t Bri ta in wa s a sking her to play. The de c l ining go ldfields 

of Victoria were the mo s t  promi n b1g source of vo lunte er s ,  and 

0 2 . ; ;aU: er , op. c i  t .  p299 . 
Ib id . 
Ibid. p30l . 
Ibi d. p312 . 
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s ome thou sands of miner s were at trac ted to the war . T'.ne ma in 

terms a� f er ed may b e  sunrrnari s ed thu s . A for ty-five year ag e 

limi t wa s impo s ed and a s  the usual f o rma li ty ,  good cha ra cter and 

health wer e doma�nded . Free pa s s ag es wer e  t o  be 8iven to r e cru i t s  

from overs ea s .  In N ew L.ealand, s et t l ement s c or.Jpr i s ing at l ea st 

lOO t own a ll o tments and lOO f a rm s e c tions were to b e  laid out . 

'J.'he ar eas o f farms to b e  gi v an  var ied , ac cor ding to th e rank o f  

the recip i en t  b etween 400 acr e s f o r  a f i eld o f f i c er an d 5 0  a c r e s  

for a priva t e ,  whil e ea ch wou ld r e c e ive a ono -a cr e  town s e c t ion . 

Ea ch grant wa s to b e cor;le tl1e sole proper ty of i t s  o c cupi er a f t er 

three years provided the c ondi tions o f  servi c e  were sa ti sf :"l c torily 

fulfi l l ed .  'i'hc s ett l ers wer e  to be f ormed in to r:.1i l i  t ia u:ni ts 

and were t o  be l iabl e  for servi c e  a t  a.11.y t ine nnd in [.U1Y pla ce in 

the l! orth I s l and during the thr e e  year s ,  af t er Hhi ch they would 

bf< under the obl igat i ons of o rdinary t1i l i tinmen , • C e rtain 

r e a �ri c t i on s  were pl a c ed on the ir fre edom o f  mover:l ent during th e 

thr e e  year s �6 
F our r egimental tovms were e s tab l i shed, a t  Hnuil t o:LJ., Cm.:br i d.G e ) 

Al e.x.andra ( r ironcia ) ru-:d Taur::tn.ga , whi l e o ther s1-:�u l l or s et t l emen t s  

wer e made around Mount P irongia a n d  Te Awamu tu .  

I'her e we r e certa ir: o bvious p o int s o f  de pa rtur e her e fro:-: the 

p ens ioner s cheme . 'rho nuture o f  the s ettlers and their ba ckground: 

wer e qui t e differen t . Yne diffe renc e in l eng th of s ervi c e was 

3 6 .  F ea ton , J. 1l'he . ia ika to \�ar . pp'7 4- 6 .  
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s ignif i cant . Mo st important of a ll ho wev0r , wa s the natur e 

of th eir o c cupa t ion . The pen s ion er s were primarily labour er s ,  

a t  l ea s t fo r their f ir s t  s even year s lll the c o l ony . Hence 

they nere placed in the neighbourhood of the expanding cap i ta l  

c i ty ,  in an a r e a  where labour wa s required. Tirne Waikat o  s et t l er s ,  

on the o ther hand, were e s tab l i s hed a s  independent farmers in 

relatively thinly s ettl ed ar ea s . Henc e �lley were given larg e : ' 

tra c t s  of la.nd. 

The s chene wa s no t a gr eat su cc e s s . In g eneral the 

r e s tl e s s  men who sought qui ck f o r tunes on the ·:·o l di' i elds of 0 

V i c to r ia and O tago wer e no t the s tuf f p ion ee r  farmers wer e nade 

o f ,  and a t  Cambr idg e a t  l ea s t  f ew becarJe perman ent s e t t l er 8 ;37 

'l'he ir f a rriJ s  nay have b e er� larger t.ha21. tho p ensioner s ' but 50 · 

a c r e s  wa s hardly suf: .. f i c i erlt f o r  the iilexp c i•i enc ed to live o ff 

c ol:�fo r tably. A s  a s t a b i l i s ing f a c tor i.J."l the Wa ika to the 

s e tt l em ent s wer e do ub tl e s s  of some valu e ,  bu t tLe o veral l pi c tur e 

i s  one of only very l imi t ed suc c e s s .  

·.L'he s e t t l ement of the Hoyal N el:7 Zea land P : .·:nc ibl e s , ther• efo r e ,  

apart froru b e ing the f ir s t ,  can s af e ly b e  con s idered t h e  no s t  

suc c e s sful o f  a l l  such s chenes dur ing tho period betwe en the 

fi r s t  two Reforn Bi ll s ;  a..."'1d by th e erJ.d of the 1 850 • s when i t  had 

b ec ome po s s ibl e to tak e a deta ch8d vi ew, the ac c ep ted ver•di c t  

wa s that the s cl:e�e .i1ad suc c e eded. 

3 7 . V ennel l ,  c . w .  Such things wer e .  

Of tho s e  no s t intimat ely 
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conc erned, Earl Gre�-, thG man r e s pcnsib l e  f o r  the plnn , de c l a red 

3 8 
tha t  • the m ea sure had enti re l y answered our expec tat i on s ,  t wh i l e  

Sil"' G eo:>:>g o G r oy, the n un  respon s ib l e  f o r  i t s  exe cu tion ,  \'!a S 

suf f i c i ently impre s s ed t o  urg e  i t s  repr o du c t i on in o ther par ts of 

l i ew Z.ea .L a:nd , and even in a di f f er ent co l ony; CLDd in l i eu o f  thi s 

to per s i !J t  1.'/i th modified ver s ions o f  th e o r iG inn l  plan . In 1858 

the Irm:nigra t i on Committ e e  o f  the Auckl and .Pro v ir;. c i a l  C ou:r::.c i l , 

cor..�pr i s inr; r:wn �'!ho r.·m s t  have s e en  tl 1 e  plar� in opera t i on , went 

s o  f �1r a s  to urg e  a l' evi val of pens iuner irt.JiSl'a t i on .  ' Your 

CDi."!'lr.11 t t e e , s en s ib l e  o f  tl:. e advantag e s  ·Nhi ch t:� is )rov:Lr.!.c e  i:o. s 

derived f r ow the l o c a ti on wi thin it o f  tile s evera l  bo d i e s  o f  

e.."U'o l l ed p ens ioner s ,  alld. b e l i evint; n ls o  thn t the en t er i 3. l  c ondi t ion 

o f  tl.1 c individu c_ l s  c o�.rpo s ing t.::e f o r c e  ha s b e !:.n inpr oved thereby, 

t::ink it de s ir:l blc t:hn t a fur ther iL t).• od.uct i on oi' -�-l'ol l ed 

pen s i or.ers s:1oul d  take pl u c e iLto t�1i s provin c e  1r.:.c.er tho s ame o r  

s irJ i l o. r  r eguln t i ml s  to tho s e  a lready exis t il<g :G :  {�120 f o:r• c e .  Ai"'l d  

tha t  on c o::.d i t i cn tna t the c o s t  o i' pa s saGe o f  th e r.:ie-2: ::>.!-�d of 

sui tab l e  c o t tag e s for � � c i r  r e c ep t ion s t� ul d  be pro v i ded free 

f r o v in ci n l  fulJ.ds and tl sui' f i c i el'lt q_unn t i  t:r of ltmd be ;r�'-::-� t ed to 

ea ch . '  C ompa r e  t.l::i s  wi tll the i::disnant outcry o f  the Auc �::ler:. d  

l.:unic ipa l C ounc i l l ;l'here can s c a rc ely b e  s tr ong er t e s ti!:lony to 

the suc c e s s of the s chene than t hi s  rec oo:1endation from 1\uckla.t""lders 

Ea rl Grey. C o l onial p o l i c ;  .. · •  pl 44 . 
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thems elv e s  that i t  b e  r epeated. 

In the f inal analy s i s  the pen si oner s e t t lement s cheme mus t  

b e  judged a qualif i ed su c c e s s .  Re s erva tions nu s t  b e  made t o  

the verdi c t ;  b u t  the g enera l c onclu s i on i s  tha t the Roya l  N ew 

Zea land fen c ib l e s  ade quat ely played the ro l e  as s igned them, 

helped t o  s a t i sfy s ome o f  the pr e s s ing needs of the c o l ony, and 

impro ved imt'lea surably the ir 0 \\'11. s ta ti on in l if e .  
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AP PEliDIX I .  

OriGillal c ondi ti on s  of enrolnen� f o r  p ens ioner s . 

'fhe c andi da te s for th i s  el!lplo yment mu s t  invariably b e  men 
of [; O O d  cha ra c t ar and indu s trious hab i t s . 

'l'heir u tmo s t  a g e  i s  no t to exc e ed 48 ,  and their r1inimur.1 
heiGh t r.:u s t  no t i.J e  l e s s  tl:an five f eet five inche s ;  tl:.ey nus t  
b e  o f  a robu s t  f r.::1n e ,  nnd medi caLLy ap�;r oved o f  a s  f i t  f o r  the 
c c ca s i ori. P l  ni l i  tai'Y c�u t i e s  r e qui r e d .  

'.Clle p en s i oners nay b e  s e l ec t ed e i ther fro1:1 tho s e  who have 
b e en enro l l ed iE l o ca l  c onpani e s , or from tho s e  '.'ll1o hav e  b e en  
r ep o r t ed f i t f o r  t:nat du t:r , but r::.o t enro LL e d  in con s e quen c e  o f  
tl:c di s t ar.c e at whi eh t:n ey r e s id e  f ron the head qua r· t :._� r s  o f  the 
di s tr i c t , o ::.� o t�.: .r c au s e .  

S er g e aD. t s  crl d  c orpo ra l s who have b e en p en s ioned n. s  su ch) 
may be i:::�c luded in the f o r c e ,  i.11. t;:he pro por t i on o f' Rl)out one 
s erg ennt 2nd m·;�:� c o rporD. l  for evei'Y tv1enty n en .  

I f  tlJ.c o t?-l ::r qu�' l i i' i c o. t i o:ns o f  th e candi dat e s  a:r' c s a ti sfac t or:T 
no o b j e c ti o:c  'ai l l  '.:: e ::,ade to the ir enr o lment on the .sro u:-cd o f  
their b e i:.: :r; mar r i e d  c eH or !:a vine farJi l i e s . 

The c � t d i da t e s  ny ) r oved o f  wi l l  be enr o l l 8d t o  s erve fo r 
s e  ... -en yer-. r s  en t ; �e f o l l orli11L terr..1s : 

'J..'h e·: ·  \'!i ll r e c c j_ve p:.-.. :r a t  the ra te o f  on o s!. lil linr; lli:.C tl:r ee 
ven c e  �J er da:r , 11"2. n:-t ·'. it ior: to pcn s :.:. on , fror.1 �:h e  p cri o cl t: :ey are 
ca l l ed on �o l e�:ve t�-t c ir l:.cne s t i l l  th e da t e  of erJbai'kat: i o:'l ,  \"f i th 
c orveya:n c e  a t  t��c .-'ll'.Jl i c  ex�1 er: s e  f o r  tll--::rJs c l  v e s  nr_d t : _c ir f c.r-·i l i e s  
t o  �_;l1 e po r t  o f  er::bu��l::a ":; :!.Ol ! . •  

�hey cri l l  r e c e iv e  a free pu s s ase t o  li e w  :e a l �nd f o r  the� s e l v e s  
b1cir ·:Jiv e s  a:- :d t!1e ir fn'!J. l l i e s , ·:.r ith ra tio:r� s �� t t : : o  .f:Ll bl i c  oxpel'2. s e , 
j;n t�::e pr opo r t i ons u sue. l l y  i s sued on si1ip bo a :pd , an<'�. fron '.i'��ich 
no dedu c  tio:;.�� wi 1::. b e  nade fror:2 the ir L) CEs ions . 

Th ey v1i l l  rec e iv e an advanc e o f  t�nree months 1 pe:r:. s i o:n on 
er.1barka tion , ·:tltl1 H further advar:..c e  o f  one uonth ' s pcr:.�:; io:n f or 
every cl: i l d ,  to ·) e np) l i cd ,  und8r tl1c cliroc tio:n. o f  t::e  Of :::.' i c er 
pla c ed o v e r  ti !. en , in IJur cna sinc; t:i1 e  ne c e s sa ry o utf i t  f o r  tl le 
voyag e .  

on arr i vir:.g L :.  l i ew zea l m:. d ,  ea ch p �ns ioner r!ill  b e  pu t in 
po s s e s s i ol l  o f  a r.o t t: q;e o f  two ro ons , r1 �. th a..."1. a c r e  o f  l and a t ta ched 
there to , or:,. e f oul�th p:.-..r t  of w::. i ch wil l o e  cl ear ed nnd r.ade r eady 
f o r  cul t iva t ion n t  the publi c exp en s e  pr epara tory to hi s arrival . 

Ea ch pen s i oner w i LL ,  on ent er ir.t; t o  po s s e s s i on o f  t?rl s c o t ta[;e 
and land , r o c ei ve such a n  advanc e o f  no:ney a s  may o e  fo ur..d ne c e s s a ry· 
to o e  app l i ed ur.der the dire c t ion o f  hi s offi c e r ,  ir.. providing 
ar ti c l e s o f  fur!li tur e ,  c o oki.nc u t m;. s i l  s ,  s t o ck, c t c . , a s  nay be 
r e qt.: i si t e .  

Al l advanc es thu s  uade from pens ion are to b e  repa i d  by the 
app .l. i ca t i or� o f  the riho l e  9en s i on rihi l e  on s llipbo urd, and on e third 
ther eof a f ter landillg t i l l  the deb t i s  c l eared o f f . 
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F1•om the da t e  o f  enbarka tion 02� si lipb oard no pens ioncr thus 
e.J.1ro l l ed wi l l r o c e iv e  pay; but on hi s landing in the c o l ony h e  
wil l  be employed on pub l i c wo rk s ,  or if his labc ur should n o t  
b e  r equi r e d by the pub l i c ,  he \'Ji l l  b e  a l lo w e d  to hir e hi: .'} s elf 
out a s  a de.y l Rbour er, pro vided he do e s  no t go to a g r e a t er 
di s tan c e  froM the r e s iden c e  a l l o t t ed tc h.im than five n i l c s . 
In c e. s e  he should no t  b e  a 8 l e  to o ·bta in pr iva t e  er.plo� m:. t ,  the 
G o vernment wi l l  under trrke to f ind hin ':I orl.: dur ing the f irs t year 
of hi s r e s i denc e  ii1 the colony, at te e ra t e  of one s1li l l i!:g and 
s ixp enc e  p er day. 

'l'he p en s i oner s thu s  e:nro l l cd wi l l  continue i!1 o c c upa t ion o f'  
the ir c o t t age and a cre of l and wi tho ut pa:ii:nr; nny r ent , p:!:'cvided 
tha t they confo rm to the r u l e s  �1nc1 r eGU l at ion s  lni d clown for their 
gui don c e ,  �} nd a t t end r c g i.lln rly for 1:1ili ts>.ry exerci s e  o n  t·we l v e  
days in eaci1 year , and oi::. every Sm'ldo y, f o r  rru s t cr Ul-:der arms , at 
Chur ch p arade . They rt i l l  a l s o  c e  r e quired t o  keep their c o t tag e s  
LJ. r ept:t ir , wi thout any expense to the publ i c .  

'I'hi s  s ervi c e  b eirlt"� exa c t ed ir.i. retur11 f o r  tb.o expen s e  n�:i ch 
the governnen t  ha s incu:L'rod :iJ·� s e t t l in�� tl:cr.:1 L'l'l the c o l or!y, no 
pa :m cnt or enrolment r.:onoy · ·:il l b e  �:; ive11 fo r tJ.1 cir a t t endan c e on 
the s e  o c .::: a s i on s : :..:,u t · :hould i t  o e  n e c e s sa�r to c al l tller� out f or 
exer c i s e  o:n nny o ther da:rs in the :rcnr , or f or duty il: a id o f tJ:1 0 
c ivi l power , they rJi l l  b e  p::>. i d  3 t th e ra t e s  e s tab l i sh e d  by the 
Roya l · ·; a:rrent of 7th S c pt eub er 1 8 '1: 3 ,  fo r enr o l l e d  p en s i oner s ,  v i z . -

F or e a ch Pr i va te - ( per uay ) 
C o rpor a l  
S ergen.."1t 
S ers eant u�� j or 

;·i:1e:n c ..:. l l od ou t 
fo r exerci s e  

2 s . Od. 
:?. s .  Gd.  
3 s .  Od. 
3 s . 6d. 

i '.rnen c a l l ed o u t  
-1n aid of the 

Civi l .Power . 
2 s . Gd . 
3s . Od. 
3 s . Gel . 
4s .  Od. 

Dl tho event o f  o..r�y p c.n s i or:c; r t�::.u s  cnr c l l ed no t a -!_: �; enclil�G 
·when ca l l e d  cut fo r t':, e s e  dt;.t i c s ,  i:e rri l l  oe l i ab l e  to t:--: c 
pena l ti e s  c. f  de s er t i on ,  in a c1 di t i on to f orf e i  tu:r e o f  p el1 s i o�1. . 

on th e t crr.c.1ina 7- io:..-: o f  the seven years • s ervi c e  for ·::::i c�1 
enr o lment i s  rr.n de t�le c o t ta;:; e m:.d a l l o tnent o f  the [:;I'ound wi l l  
be c oue the ab s o l 1.: t o  pr.::>perty o f  t!.1 o pcms ion er • provided. he ha s 
ful f i l 2. ed t.ho c ondi t ionn of :--.i s ncr e 0nen t ;  nnd he sl:.nl l  b e  sub j e c t  
t o  n o  fur ther r-1 ili t.:t:!.7 du. ty trun oay .:; e  exa c t ed fron any o ther 
s e t t l er in def enc e v f  o�llC c o l ony. 

In th e eve:,nt of dea tic : )of o r e  the ternir_n tion o f  the s even 
year s ,  t�-:c c o ttace ur .. d a l lo trJcnt "!;"'Ii l l  r evert t o  the p ei:.s i oncr who 
m::1y f i l l  up tlle vucancy; but in i;h€ e�1cnt o f  any imp1� o v er::m t  
having b e en  ne.de thereon , ::.he s u:.�e sha ll b e  va lued b� - hi s O f fi c er 
and paid t o  hi s far: i ly ou t o f  s toppage to '.J e  r1e. de fron the pen s i or..cr 
who suc c e eds hin ;  ar:..d t i l l  the arriva l  of such p cn s i oD.<�r in the 
c o l ony, tl:. e f:E i ly o f  th e  de c ea s e d  sha l l  'Je perr.1i tted to o c cupy 
the ho lding . 
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Each p en s i oner sha l l  r e c eive s it1ilar a rms and e quipr.1 en t s  
m1d tho s e  whi ch hav e b e en :I:. s sued t o  the enro l l e d pens ioner s in 
thi s c o untry a s  al s o a groa t c o a t , c o a t e e , pa i r  o f  trou s er s ,  
and c a p, t o  b e  worn on tho s e  o c ca sions whe.n he i s  out on duty 
and whi c h  wi l l  be renewed onc e in every th ird or f our th year , 
a s  nay b e  r equired. 

Each p ens i oner on 0eing enr o l l ed sha ll r e c e iv e the sum of 
one pound , to be applied under th e dir e c tion o f  h i s  O ff i c er in 
providing him \V i th the f o l l owing a r ti c l e s : 

One f a t igu e  j a cke t 
On e  p3 ir o f  boo t s 
'rwo s hi r t s  
'l'wo {JU i r  of s o ck s  
One s t o ck 

ar.d Ylh i c h  s to r e  of ne c e s s ar ie s  he sha l l  be b ot..md t o  k e ep up in 
futur e yea r s  vi thout any fur t!L�r i s su e  of enro lr:wn t mone�r. 

In the event o f  the dea th o r  renova l f ron tlle fo rc e o f  any 
p en s i oner thus enro l J. ed b efo r e  tl 1 e  exp il�a t ion o :e  the p eriod for 
whic h  hi s c l o thing !"ta s  b e en i s su ed ,  i t  sha l l  revert t o  the pub l i c ,  
t o  ':.:l e  r:ia de ava i l ab l e fo r tl1e e qui pTt1ent c f  hi s suc c e s s o r . 

:\ H edi c a l  Offi c er wi l l  ·-�· e a tt a ched t o  t12c fo rc e fo r the 
pu l'po se of affordinG �: : e(_1 i c n l  c.. id to th e f orc e a t  �..:ubl i c  exp ens e , 

and superint ending r; cm c;ra l ly tile s ar;i ta ry c oEd5. t ion o f the 
e s tab l i s 1E cmt . 

In the c.:1. s e  o f  dea b l ,  a:r:. o. l J. o rmnc e o f  on e (:;<..l inea 1.·; i l l  b e  
na cl.e t o  c o v er the exp en s e s  o f  funera l , e t c . 

;'- s t!:�e s ervi c e  exa c t ed :�n vi r tue o f  tili s f' .. :nro lt1m-1.t w i l l  b e  
of ra re o c curr en c e , �nd ':'! i l l  only con t inue f o r  n f ew days a t  a 
tin e ,  i t  v: i l l.  f o n:� a sp e c i a l  c ondi ti o:n t.i lere o f ,  tha t i t  i s  n o t  
to r e ckon f or increa s e  o f  pens i on :  �ut ·. ·he:n enpl o :red in d e f e.nc e  
o f  the c o l ony, th e s e  pen s i one r s  sha l l ,  in ',;!1 0 c v m1 t of o ·: ing 
V!ouncled o r  di s ab l ed il:. tl1e exe cuti on o f  til e i r  (l.uty, b e  al lorJ ed 
the u sua l i::_ c r ea s e  o f'  i_) Ons i on a s  f or \"IOUt."l.ds r e c e iv ed 1::.-� a c t i on . 

Every p en s i oner e:nro l :� e d  ; n t2 d s  force wil l , c"':.ur ing tne 
cont inuan c e of the s even year s  f or w>.ich :ne i s  fu'"'lgn�; ed , be sub j e c t  
t o  th e p r o 7 i s ions o f  the Hutil .. :.y Ac t u1:.d Ar t i c l e s  o f  �. fur ; but a l l  
minv r off en c e s  nay be ptmi sl1. e d  �-i> s ucn f i.r;.e s  o r  b:r o.x;ml s i on fror:1 
the forc e ,  a s  t:nc Governor o f  the co l ony f o:> 's�1..o t L-:1 e  being may 
dir e c t , in wi:ich the o f f ender '.ViL_ b e  deprived o f  hi s c o ttage and 
all o toen t .  

The perio d s  o f  exerc i s e  will be f ixed '.YJ the G ov ernor o f  t:::e 
co l ony f or the tine being ; X1d exc ept on t!1e o c c a s ions of weekly 
rnu s ter b e f o r e  re f err ed t o ,  none o f  t:ho p er: s i oncrs sha l l b e  cal l ed 
out e iths r f o r  exe r c i s e  o r  L'11. def !';;nc e o f  tl w c o ::.. ony, exc e p t  by hil!l 
or per s on s  holding hi s au thori ty f or that purpo s e :  out w�1en so 
cal l e d  out they sha l l b e  pL1 c ed ur:der til e G ener a l  or o � :her superior 
off i c er in c omr�1and of Her Ha j o s ty t  s f o rc e s iE tl�e co l ony, in the 
sa:.�e 1-:'J:! ml t:r in a l l r• espo e t s ,  u s  i f  t�1 ey forned a ��'-:� t o f  the 
r egu l a r f o r c e s  of H er r.:a j c s ty '  s Army . 
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A� r :N iDIX I I  

C ondit i on s  o f  enrolment fo r o ff i c er s o f  the p en s i oner c orps . 

1 s t  A s  thi s  fo r co i s  int ended only f o r  cc ca s i onal s ervi c e unde1� 
nrms i t  i s  propo 3 ed a t  pr e s ent to s end out only s ix off i c er s ;  
vi z .  - one f o r  ea ch c ompany , o f  vJhom the s enior wi l l  a c t  at 
corrrr.1o.nding o f f i c er ,  and the junio r  wi l l  p erf o rm  the du ti e s  of 
adj utant and qua r t er na s ter , in add itio� l to the charG e and pa :::men t  
of their r e spe c t ive corJpnni e s . 
2nd En ch offi c er wi l l  r e c eive t�1e u s ua l  a ll o:m:n. c e s  £;rnn ted t o  
S't'!if f off i c ei• s  o f  p en s i on e r s  in t>i s country , vi z .  - lOs . Gd . a day 
f o r  a Br evet Mr� j or or cr .. pta in, �md B s . 6d . a day f o r  a L i eut ena_n. t ,  
in a d clit ion t o  the ha lf pay o f  tlle i r  r e sp e c t i ve r.;radc s , \"ti th l s .  
a da:r o f  c on:and. 12.1oney t o  each. I f  a f ie l d  of f i c er c or:r�ands tlle 
who l e ,  he wi l l r eceive 2 s .  Gd. a day of c or.r ::'nd n one�r, and f orag e 
f or a hors e ,  b e inG the S l:\.TJC to v! "li ch he vioul d b e  eEt i t l ed under 
s imi l ar c i r cum s tan c e s  in t�:i s c ottrl t ry . 
3rd A su itab l e  hous e ,  con s i s t il'.t; o f  a t  l ea ::- t  f o:..1r :::'o o n s  nn d  a 
'Kitch en ,  sut rti thout furnitur e ,  wi l � �;e provided f o r  ea ci:. o f  the s e  
o f fi c �r s ; and \Vi t h  two af.J (li tional ro ons fo r t�1e C m::;r.::andi.J.�g O ff i c er . 
4th Ea ch o f f i c er wil l  a l so r e c e ive a ll o ·tncn t s  o f  l ni":d , in tl!.e 
innedinte v i c inity o f  tl:.c gro und on \7h i c:i:�< th e p en sioner s are .  
lo ca ted, and in the f o l l o·:,·i:nc pro p o r t ions -

30 a cr e s for a sub a l t ern 
40 a cr e s f or n capta in 
50 a c r e s for H c ou: :'..!.!.cli::·�z o ff i c er . 

One four th o f  '::hi ch ·,·fi l l  be suff i c i cl�tl�- c l e:..:.r ed , n t  tl"l e pub l i c 
ex.i? en s e ,  to adui t o f  cu l ti va t i on o: . the o f�2 i c er '  s er: tr:: t�:.crem1 . 
5th Sho uld tne hou s e  nn-J ln:r:.c1 no t b e  ava i J. a iJ l e  for o c cupa t ion on 
the off ic or ' s arrivn l  in. t:i.1e c u l ony, :.:c r:ill ,)e el;.t i tl ed to 
c onp ensa tion a t  su ch r ::-; t o  o.. s \70 ul d  �) e p:=dtl fo r s ir:1i l 2 r  ac c or:rr :o da t ion 
th ere • m1t i l  th.ay ar e r cad:T t o  oe e:nt e:'ed upon . 
6 th .:.he exp en s e  o f  the cc:;::.ve:T::.trl c e  f or t:t1c of f i e  .�r cc .. d 1-:1 s faui l y  
from hi s r e s id. .. :nc e t o  the po r t  o r  er:b:::. r1:a t i oi:l , as  also tLc c arr iage 
of t:n e i r  tas.::.;as e , Pl'O 'tided tl�e s �1no d o e s  r: o t  exc eed dou':)l e  t:1e 
r egul a t ed qum-_ t i  ty for a resir1€�nta l o ff i c , ; r o f  Ll. e  s n.r.:e ra::::lk , w i l l  
b e  r ep:.� id o n  a c count s  t�·1c r eof ::;01:-:c fu2."'r .. i sllecl t o  t: �<:) ·. G.r O f f i c e  in 
the u sua l f o rm .  
7th Bt1. ch o ffi c ·.,:r s11a 1 1 , if l:w r e quire i t ,  r o c ei 7 e ,  pr evio u s  t o  
er::lbn rkatior. , aT� advanc e o f  four non ":hs '  p o. y  m::..tl al l o ·.-r�'.nc e s , togo t�-: er 
·.-:ith 4s . a day , to aid il:t p�ovi s i on inc; him clur in.:::; the v o ya::-; e .  
8th Ea ch o ff i cer s:1a 1 1  a l s o  r c c o i  ve tile fo l l o':linG nl l o·.vcu-:c es in 
n irl o f  p�ovi s i onin::; hi s ·�i i f e  cmd chi .� dr en ,  not exc e ecli: �c five in 
ntlEb er , vi z .  -

£1 5 f o r  hi s wif e 
£10 f o r  ea ch c aild abo v o  7 ; ·ears 
£5 f or e a ch chil d  ur..der that a g e .  
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9 th Su i t a b l e  e n  bin a c c orL o da ti on n i l l  n l s o  b e  prov ided fo r 
ea ch o ff i c er and ::1i s f : �l :i l y ,  in tile pro por t i on o f  n o t  l e s s  than 
e ight fe e t by t ru1 f e et o f  sup er f i c ia l  cxt �1t , for hios c lf and 
wif e ,  un d -::Jw :J :::tme fo r every t hr e e  chi ldren ,  v:i th doub l e  th e 
u sual tonnage a l l o r1ed t o  a reg ir:cntal o ff ic e r o f  the s une rank . 
l O th In con s i derat ion o f  the advantag e s  grant ed t o  of f ic er s and 
their fami l i e s  in r .:; spe c t to pa s s aG e a ll o wan c e s  to the c o l ony, 
they a r e  no t to be e.nti t l e d  on th e toriJ:i.na t i on of the p er io d of 
the ir s e rvi c e , or a t  mly o t h er peri o d ,  to u free pa s s ag e f or 
them s e lv e s  o r  their fal:::i l i c s ,  frou tllC c ol ony . If t:: cy r c�turn 
hom e ,  it mu n t  1J c  at tl.leir o ·m �  cxpe11s e ,  as in U1 c case o f  the 
pens i on er s . 
1 1 th On the t crDina t i on of t:w s ever� yea rs f o :;."' i"'l:l i Ci"l the p ens i on er' � 
are-encag e d ,  tlle hou s e  Llncl �;round o :r· i c:_; ina l ly a l lo t ted to the 
off i c er ,  vii 1 1  b e c or1e hi s o�·: n property . Si1oulcl l le  die before 
the end o f  tna t period the�r mu s t  r ever t t:. the Jubl i c , to b e  
made ava i l n :) l e  t o  the o f f i c �; r  r:i:w fil _ s the vacx.: c y ;  bu t in tl1e 
even t  o f  loUJ.Y ir,1pr ov et1ent trt c r e orl , a por t i m"l  of th e r;round, n o t  
exc e c:ding t ) :.o ha lf 1 ra�\Y b e  s o l d  to r cnun cr�l t e  !�i s r epr . .  ' s ents. ti v e s 
f o r  the c o s t  of su e>. inprover.� ent s . 
12th L1 the e n  s e  o f  �-;�:.c dca ti.1 of m: of f i e  or ir� tlle co l ony , hi s 
w1.f e o nd c hi l d.r eE r1i l l  1Jc O!'L ti t l e d  to a f r e o  pas sa � o  hor1e , on tl:1e 
sane c ondit i oE s  a s  t l1e �li v e s  <:tricl ci ti _ dr m �  o f  o ti � Gr of fi c :-r s  dyinz.; 
in t�l e  c o l on i e s ; and in u t k1 i t ion to :..YJ. l/ per� s i on o r  c01 :pa s s i ona t e  
a l l oi'ILUlc e t o  w!- l i c � !  t:<. cy r!a�r ·J e  o: .ti t l ed , t:-:.c y  shal l ,  i f  ti:ey 
pr e f e r  r emaini:nc :Ln til e  c o l orLy 1 r e c o i  vo a f r e e  [;r�m t of l a:nd, of 
tllc s ar.1e extent u s  til<J. t  to ·<·:£li e �: ti1 e  o fi' i c ...; r ·::o ·�..llcl ha ve oeen 
en t i t l ed ha d !Je l ived to eo � ,pl c t e  1:i s poriocl o f  s r;rvi c e ,  a s  a f t er 
nent io n ed . 
1 3 th Ev ery o ff i c e r  \'tr:o , in t�1 0 t . ; :r:'T.lii.��l t i on � f  !.:..i s  p e r i e; d o f  
servi c e 1 CO:i"2. t iHUO S  in t�1e C O l ony , �)U7.; d O  C S  :no t  s er v e  rt .G :�tin , S}lal l 
r e c eive a grt.>.;:-_ t of lcu:d o r  r er:: i s s io : n  c t' Y- ti' C�1a s e  Doney , c orros­
pondirlg to nha t wou l d , m:der t!��e cxi s t :il �t; r ee:;ul 2. t i o�:.s , b e  
cor:f crr e d  on an o f f i c er on e :::;rade hi _�:1 ·:::r �1 ' .:he r' :.nJ<: , if s e t tling 
ir. the co l oLy , vi z :  n cnpt�'. in s:· ta l l  r r.) C 8ivo a rln j or t s crnn t , a 
l i eut enar.t a c np t :l in • s , c.m d  s o  fo rth, �,:-� rl t . '.i s :: ::: · ::mt wi l l  be in 
addi t lon to t:'1 e .::J. l l o t:ment s o !'iC il'lal ly co:: . c eded to t: �e:.: o:n a rr i  v irl[; 
ill th e c o l or1�r, ::.ncL �:;�1i ch , .':i �:1� t�·� e  �ul .:. t·:rr:.;::; s t>: r e o:n a r e  to b ecome 
the i r  o ·:.n p roper t:r on tlw t -:c-:::lnat ion o ::· the s cvcL yea r s , for 
whi ch the for c e  is e:: .g : . .  ;::; ccl. . 
1 4th 1-\ S  af ter t:i::c i' i r s t  dif'f i cul t i c s  co• � s e qu c::: t o:: t:· w l o c u l i t i e s  
o f  the p en s i on ,:.:r s nE d  pro vi dil:3 t�:cu w i  ti1 �· . . p l o:;--nsnt ,  t�10 duty 
of � YJ. ;·;TJen t  � T:.d sup crint e:::::da:. c e  cx.1 o c cup:; on l y a :;r:a l l  portion 
o f  t,J.e of f i c er ' s tiue , Le s � ' : .c l l b e  l ia·;J l c t o  b e  enpl oyed in ci th er 
of th e f o l l o ;'JiJ.""lg dut i e s  in the vi c ini ·�;_,- o f  � .:i s r e s id·--:l: c e , vi z : -

Insp e c tor o f  k il i t i a  
In sp e c tor o f  t'Ubl i c  . iorks 
Co l oni a l f.Iasi n tra t e .  

I n  c oz 13i deratio:r1 c f  r:l-! i c h  e: : p lOJ1-:1Cllt :i1e si.1u l l  r ec e ive an a l l ow<-m c c 
o f  n o t  l e s s  t:O.an £50 a year , in add it ion to s:ny travel l irtt; or 
o ther expen s e s  r. c c e s sa r i l y  c o11 .. n e c t ed ·;;i �l t:C e du t i e s  o f  such 
appo intment . 
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