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PREFACE 

No doubt, ~s the years co on and the histori~n 
writes the history of New Zealand, he will bring 
into proninence figures of t~zt description, and 
particularly notable anongst then \Vill be the late 
honourable ~entleoan whose loss we are referring 

v 1 
to to- dey • •• • 

i 

This statement,nade by the uight Honourable 1\lr Coates speaking 

in the House after Jaoes Carroll's, death has not proved to be an 

accurate prophesy . Carroll has been neglected by historians or 

spoken about in vague generalizations . This study is f~ froa an 

attempt to fill the entire gap, r ather, it takes a. small part of 

Carroll's early political career and exanines his attitudes to Maori 

and European society in that period . 

In research for this topic one point ionediately arose . It 

a'peared that Carroll oane~ed to be both ~Europe~ with Europeans and 

a Maori with Maoris and wa.s et'.sily accepted by both groups . Frol!l 

this basic f ranework grew tho picture of James Car~oll , the 

Europeanized Maori, who because of his dual heritaee ond his 

ability to identify with both races , '.7as a "wholesone blend" . But 

this extended fUrther . As well as being a "wholesome blend" in his 

own person, this ne.s the basis of the ideal that he desired for all 

New Zealanders , as seen in his policies of equality and assinilation . 

However, this policy crust be seen in the light of the t~e in 

which James Carroll was living, a time of rapid land settlement 

particularly of Maori land in the North Island . If he was to 

succeed in making his ideals more concrete it was necessary for him 

to reconcile them with current Govcrn.rnent policies and work within 

the framework of European society. 

Because of the background of these years and Carroll ' s own 

background, his position was exceedingly complex. Due to his 

1. PD, 212 (1927), p . 14. 
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ebility to be both a Uaori to the M:o.oris and a European to the 

Europeans , at tiiaes it seened that he was contradicting hi.-:~self and 

letting down one or the other side . Especially after reading 

letter s that he Yirote to his Euro:i_)Can friends, it seemed that he 

reBarded hirJself as a E"..:tropea.n and vn~s easily able to identify vr.i. th 

them. This would seem to point to Carroll "selling out" the Maori 

cause . But on reading further, through reported speeches in 

newspapers, Parliamenta ry Deba t es , official re~>erts and especially 

through his speeches to Haori e.udicnces, it became apparent that he 

was always reconmending the sane obj-:)cti ve . His nay of se~ing it t o 

different attdiences m.ieht vary but his plea ~as alwe~s for a nation 

of New Zealanders, the reality of the "nholesomc blend" that was 

already in existGnce in hi s own )erson . ;.fter ree~izing this , 

initial contradictions no lonJ2r seemed o.s ~nport~~t and Carroll 

emer ged as a New Zealand statesman intent on cloing his best for his 

peOi)le , who were New Zee.landers , r1.ther than 1•.'faoris or Europeans . 

The limitations upon the length of this thesis m~de it necessary 

for i t to be confined to a limited nunber of yce.rs . J.n obvious 

starting (l_ate vrus 1887, Carroll' s first yco.r in Parli~ent, and 1899, 

the year Carroll bec<:>..r.1c Native Minister would seem to be a sui table 

concluding da.te . Hov:ever , the yecr 1896 ·:c.s chosen , because of 

lim.itations upon tho length of the thesi s and the a ) parent chance 

in Carroll ' s ~olicy and in Gover.runent policy in that yea~ . 

Although this study has been lir.1ited to the years 1887-96, 

insight was lent by r~search into Carroll's later career as Minister 

of Native Affairs, the abolition of the Native Department and 

Seddon's role as Native Minister . 

Most of the material for this thesis was provided by 

Parliamentary Debates, while official reports, reported speeches 

in newspapers and his remaining letters vrere also valuable. 

Secondary material was limited, although E.L. Adans ' thesis on 

the life of Sir James Carroll, written in 1932, proved to be 

of some value . 
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PLATE I 

Sir JaJJes Carroll at Papa\"lai Pa, Greytovm. Early 19001 s . 
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vi 


