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ABSTRACT

This thesis explores the leadership of Te Poihipi Tikairangi of Ngati Ruingarangi from the northern
shores of Lake Taupd in the mid to late nineteenth century. Drawing on Native Land Court minutes
and other historical sources, the study broadens the focus of Ngati Tiwharetoa history to include Te

Poihipi’s contribution to leadership during a period of considerable change in the rohe.

The study shows Te Poihipi on his own terms and illustrates how he dealt with various challenges
by taking the initiative, in seeking to acquire a mission in the district, in charting a path between Te
Kingitanga, conflict, and cooperation with the government, in choosing carefully who to support
during armed conflicts, in encouraging Pakeha involvement in the district, and in selling land and
supporting tourism. Te Poihipi provides an excellent example of a chief, in consultation with his

people, adjusting leadership roles to benefit the hapii.

The study seeks to show how at least one Ngati Tiiwharetoa tijpuna and one Ngati Tawharetoa hapii
have been misrepresented in an historical context by exploring the ways they used a variety of
strategies, including so called “loyalism”, to maintain their mana and their autonomy, and to utilise

Pakeha to retain their rangatiratanga.

The study has wider ramifications beyond Ngati Ruingarangi and Ngati Tuwharetoa, because the
approach adopted in this thesis may be taken up by Maori scholars whose tipuna have been labelled
as “kipapa” or “loyalists” or pro-Pakeha, and can, using this study as a starting point, to look at the
complexities of how their #tizpuna made decisions and alliances to maintain their own mana and

rangatiratanga.
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AD
AJHR
ANZ
APL
ATL
AU
CMS
CN
GBPP
HBP
Jnl
JPS
Mico
MS
NZG
NZJH
RM
RNLC
TKM
TNLC

Abbreviations

Army Department

Appendices to the Journal of the House of Representatives
Archives New Zealand

Auckland Public Library

Alexander Turnbull Library

University of Auckland

Church Missionary Society

Correspondence of the Church Missionary Society, New Zealand
Great Britain Parliamentary Papers

Hawkes Bay Province

Journal

Journal of the Polynesian Society

Microfilm

Manuscript

New Zealand Gazette

New Zealand Journal of History

Resident Magistrate

Rotorua Native Land Court

Te Karere Maori

Taupé Native Land Court
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