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With the exception ot the inalU'mlce ratinas :ror driwrs, 

tht indindual at the age ot 20 has been awarded all. the 

legal pr:lv1legeo and respona1bi.J.j.t1e& of an nnmarr1ed membe~ 

ot the ?tew Zealand eoo1et1, and had been, men thie study waa 

perfoiwtd, depr1wcl o~ the child's right of enrolling 1n a 

secondary eohool. Ocm.eeqWtntJ.¥ 1n th.le atudy the ln41nclllal 

was no longer ocmat.dered an a4olffoent at 20 ,...:re. 

Dula itl th1a •twl7 a4oleeoenoe 1e cl•t1.ned aa followaa 

Adolaaceno. is ti. per1od in a person' e JJ1e whim 
begS.ns v1th puberty an4 11hich ooncludee at the age 
ot 20 when the 1nd1V'14'1Bl baa been entrwrted with 
moat ot the legal privileges and 1"8epons1b111t1ea 
ot on adult. 

The nenlognental Tagkg of Mol.eegeng1 

During lldolesoence the individual ohangea pbyeioall.J' and 

1n other veaa. These latter changes inclu4e ohangea in his 

relat1onsh1pa with other peopl.e and 1n hia long term goals. 

Such chBD88& are termed the dewlopmental taaks ot 

adolescence. Many lists of these tasko have been compiled but 

1n this paper only 1bree such lists Will be oons1 dered , fer , 

as Will be seen, there is a cons14erable amount o! overlap. 

Oole and Hall (1966) list nine dawlopnental tasks ot 

adolescence:- (1) general emotional maturity (11) establish­

ment of hateroaezual 1ntereata (111) seneral aooiaJ. maturit7 

(iv) emancipation :from home control (T) intellectual maturi\V 

(vi) selection of an occupation (vii) usea ot lei&\11"8 (Vill) 

philosophy of life (ix) 14enti:ticat1on of se1t (pp. 6-7) . 

tiavighu1'et has epeeitied ten:- (1) aohj,evil'lg nn and more 

mature relations with age mates ot both sens (11) achienng 
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(Blai• & IGMe, 1964• pp.M) *11-~ u.t• .u. two at 
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•moUonal Sa4epactenoe an4 a. olt.Oioe ot a We p&1'tnaf and of 
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.. foN&tlcm ot. ,. .... 2 phil__, (JtnJl•· 1969. p.2t5). 

All tile• .nllon Matlan the &ewlOJD*l• Of f.n4epen4enoe 

in one car llOI'• tone. oipaU• trc. u. ~ the 
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Ia the tollodnc •oUa the u... of Wtwm• tmorlata 
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p nt 

(1967 t p.1 

oh114s othe authors eup rt thi 

) 1n iacue 1 n ot a4ol•••:l8n: 

" he oon;ntot tao , hove r ne te 

view. mi'O 

ovth, et tea, 

el ne!'lltlonaft. 

,, 

(1961, p.49) int ou' t t con:ClJ.ot 1a 

not a t1al nor inavi ble but t t it often ocoura. 

111 h vhloh eo i weaning occur 

t t oontllota 4o ooour bet en parent and. objl4 when •91' .... 
G1r18 Sn. our cul ure p u 'bo •xp rienoe fewer 
l• . iw tuJ. oontliota av r the 4 wlo t of 
11'14 p n than boys du.rm th earlier ye ot 

ol nee (pp. 561-563) . 

re aaen et al u ·ing 'Che te "independence" to 

ind p dent aot1on which m t 

ind pend e oan ooou.r. A 41ao 

to eez ditte ac•e 1n adoleec m­
a later otton of tb.1 oh pter. 

Acco to HurlOok ( t 967) a 

otional 

related 

n't conflict occurs 1n 

Di:tf1cul.t1ee 1n ttins along with dUter ~ mb rs 
ot the tamil.7 usually t around t of 12 
year d reach . h. ir maJdmum between 1 S am t 1 
years {p. 189) . 

In lat ad.Ole ceno , I relaUonahip rall¥ prove . 

u.rlook :relates thia ri and tall to t phys1.onl o e 

ssocia" d wi h an4 following puberQ' u.t this does not 

ap ar valid 1n th light o the ts of t and Smart 

and of Mussen et al cit d abow . If lillrlock ' position re 

correct ~ ado1e en ts should xperience conflict with th ir 

parents :I.nee all adoleso nts r1enoe the phy 1010 cal 

s . 
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1mll in rpre t1on ot ol. c nt ho tllit7 tow 

s b7 ( 1949) wh found that ocJ.al 

e ot ole o n t boy all o~ who we 1114 n t t 1 r 

h18h aohoo or tl'de course and who we en t 5 

and 1 • aft ot . th ir tti tad• tow s 1e • 

port t t 4 r m14Ge claa 70u h ot 

hie em111U.e an ~ of vol'k 

in 'the det of the iJ' fam111 

ficient ind 

he ttl'i but • thi di:tferenoe to 

a youth were content to 

be use tel t t 

k• ao, 

ol.asa youth reoei'ff• po et money fr h1 

lower middle 

w vh1l. th• 

work ol 7outh am d o helpa to d 1 

the famSly' s a . 

y •s (195t) f'1nd1n do not up rt the oonolusions 

by Koakas (1949) and Zaezo (1956). ports th 

had no 1gn1f1oan t conn ction Vi th th adoleacen t • fe in6 

ot adjue t to hi p ts. N31 doo not report th souroe 

of the adole cent • pencling money but , all of his · ple 

were h1ejl hool student , it is lilt J.y that their d of 

conomic ind pendeno wa low. 

Th attitudes of conoicl red 1n 

rural parent from a wid ran of ocioecononc 

b7 Brigs and ahulz ( 1955). They found that 

stuq of 

ck und 

majority 

recognised the aclole cent de ire to ind pend nt . 1'he 
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12>.e RJpothlele 
+I.e. 

!he purpose of this •tud7 vaa to ezamine,..relat1onah1p 
between the 4enlopnant of the two major torme ot independence 
- eoonomio 1n4epm4enoe ancl emotional indepen4enoe , aa •aaurecl 
b7 4egree ot contliot. Since other faotora (age , •ex, sooio­
eoonomic statue , etu4ent/non- atu4ent atatWI al'l4 ree14enUal 
et tu.e) haft been foan.4 to be related to adoleaoent-pare.nt 
oon1'l.iot it wae neoeHa17 to 1nolu4e the• 1n the •tu.CIT also to 
ensure that , 1t 4egi-ee ol eooaomo in4.ependenoe and clegNe of 
oonfllot wre found to be related, thi• relation waa 1n4epen4ent 
ot the other taotora . Con•quentl.7 the bl'P<>tbeaJ.e vu formulate4 
aa tollon 1 

For thoa• adolesoenta li'rin& with their parents mo 
are b7 law pe191tte4 to engase in full time 
employment theft 18 an 1nnree n1at1on betwemi tbl 
4•SN• of economic independence and the degNe ot 
oontliot with parents, ree.rdleee of age, eex, 
aoc1oeconomio atatu, and whether or not the 
adolescent 18 a student . 

1. e . (a) As the a4ol•soent •e tegne of economic 1ndependanoe 
inoreaees, bl• degree of oontllot w1 th eaoh parent separately 
and with both parents topther deoreaeea. 

(b) Adoleeoente in 41tterent age groups show no ditterence 
1n their 4•0'9• of oonfllot w1 th •aoh pannt separately am 
nth both parents together. 

(o) Adolescents from families of different eoo1oeconom1o 
atatus ahow no difference in their degree ot con:tllot With 
each parent separately and with both parents together. 

(d) Male and female a4olesoenta do not Utter 1n the 
degree of oonfiiot With eaoh parent eepantely and nth both 
parents together. 

(e)stwlents and non-atudents do not differ in the degree 
of conflict with each parent •pare.tely and with both parents 
together. 
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Noelw.s DO in flQDI _._na1 llGlll9N 1.•• all ti. 

.teriala uMe4 - tb.e a40188G9d '°*tor bia•lo lifta8 &D4 

fOfl ,__.... Ori8M*te "'- bla pucta. 

••• aloleHDt ••'a!ne.,. .,_.las..., from llft.,alalt 

od4 30be <••8• 'bab7a1ttt.acJ bGt bl9 ,....._.Pl/I tn all too4, 

.. , oi ......... ---· 
• • • ttae atolewnt haa a ft&QJ•r mt •l\J: 1 sa ... u4 h1• 

OQtiap • 

• • • the ld.tlM1llll hu a aplu Inoa•• dtioleat to M tor 

_, ol.otb• ID4 ••in8a bat Ida puente P'1 fOlt foo4 .. 

nnJ.wn• e oloWDa• 

• •. t!'9 a4ole-ld laa a NIQlal' bow dtioia• to PW ftll 

all Slft&cmal NqUNWih bat hie ,__ ... piq lo• too4 eto. 

• • • b a4o~••amt bu • nplu in- nttiolet 1D ,., ~ 

&U ...... 1 ftfl'li.-.tltlt an4 to .,., --~ ....... 

althW&ll IUdfto!Amt '° oo•n e«aplete~. ib9 ooet d bs. 
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"'II &a••"- vu tet"*I u MOUMDc ..._ tll• .aoJU•• 
i s a ble to ilGPilW' bt-lf ~11 Ida nmtnaw. Aa 

lt .. • nqas.iw.t ot tM.e •hrJJ tba' the alolffoct liw 

at ~ (CaanCI' et al. (t9M) nport tut, apt.l't t..- ._ 
JNdl»J.e dlen • omt.u.ot o~ •t u-.mc at home• oontliot s. 
WfioGJ.t to "'"81'9°'1ftl.I) to 1le ooul4...C tot.U, 

GOOIDIC4oa11J ~t e. Mole-at. ia 1144lU to b 

eo.., ... requt.M to '11"1 bU iuienta a to• nm.il!'ll 

~ to ._., .Uah be •'114 haw paM tat he been ~ 

ID a tnmU. aot !at. oe. 
the• 11'94sUcma ww qlamtlfte4 ue * uount• .....s 

"1-4o1-eoenta1t1 tMlOh oat•&Ol'J', ae b7 penona1. 

Satafte118 wltb .aolellMftta e4 infOillaU• aupp1W llr 
~. 1!ai9 JIOOM8 IHUltel ta & aoai. ocmelfflnB ~ 

•!sin -- .... tMD ....... lb.Ola ..... •• lt -

fom4 • 4i.MWl.na DOWD ID4 b apu41.na of thl• that 

thOll a1oi.e1mta .. put -- ~OH P'.Jilll .,.,... StO .. 

' '' o-14 ,., fol' all ib•b' s-nrnaJ. nci~ bat that 
thlM wn not u ,.., M tht aq~e of ihe .tol•oeata 

in N.1 U. eaplapnt, Wllo ne1W aozie olotbe•• tar •Dlllpl•• 
to. tbe job ltldt. 0Ge91t•ntll' w.e •'9cl ea 41Y14e4 intra 

ftot 1-•4 • b Slloomt 4Utneuoea betweD fa1l U. ael 

Pll't U. •lllPlOJWt. at ftnat •!aht .._. ot ...-to 

~- ..a .... the fol.1odlll (a • totaii, 4eJIDd•t 
b • ~ iDS.,.a.t). 

a Qi • Gdolewnt•• 1IC!D97 oo.e t'rcm Ida ~·· bJ' 

- a. ·~ the .. ,. ,,,, all bSa ...... 

l 'l'h9 adol...m eama llM than .12. a -* tro M"'' 301111 
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like byeJ.ttms. Hie l:B.ll~t• pro'ft.4• eom •pen41ns mone7 4 

b1Q' or m 
I. !ha Ole80ent •um kl& t a veek from a n•U1J: ~ob. 
ttla pa119nte P8I' ~- eo ot e thtnae oe-484. o MU'd 1• 
pa!4. 

& !M aAoleaoent eame beft9en an4 11.Q a wet frm a 
nn11 1 3ob. Hla paNDt• Pf(f tor a tev ot ~ tllinge DM484 
but b9 attord wt of the bt ... u. •o boucl 1a peY. 

-& 1!\e adoleeoent earne between !12 wok from a 
EIP!lN ~ob. P818 tor aU »e•eonal ftQ~te bQt 4oea 
not P81 Mar«. 

e a4oleaoent euu MD an a week tram a nmz111 
3ob. r pare tor all peracnal requii'tem9nte btlt does not 
boaN. 

a 1bo adolew11t eams aRD than 11.l a week from a DG] 11 
3ob. P"8 to~ all. raonal ftqUinment d P81'S board ot 
ltaa than 15 a ... k. 

)l the a4ol aoent eune ma than a wek fX'<ID a g.spl.gz 
3ob. He P3¥8 for n11 peroonal nqtllre ente and l>oard of 
115 v mn a weet. 

• etagea • an4 t are the two •ta&Wa 
111 b Original atatemnt. 

nogru 2' £On.Gld Nil fNDM 

rstns from one eeot1on 

St.Doe the et~ vaa oonoem.e4 v1th older a4oleecente it 

vu aaau.me4 tha' the me.3or1ty wO\lld be at or put th• midpoint 

U the aooial wantng period ao th.at the clOGN• ot oontllot 

co11814ere4 ao 1nwrseJ.F relatecl to 4•ere• of emotJ.onal 

:lndepe.denoe 1,e. the l.owel' tho 4ogree of ~ot the }U3ler 

the d gree ot emotional lnclependance . 

Oc:mfliot v1ih pnrenta was operaUonal1oe4 oo •ar8\Dtllt• " 

"1>18881'...,nt" vne oonai4ered orieinal.11' but dlaoal'dd 

, 
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u being too b"8l4 a te•• b tepee of oontllot waa -. .. 

• tov UJ9•t8 el agt•M'lts (1) aaabe'I' ot aqaente &a a 

pwn ,.noa, (2) eerloUDne of arpaente 1n a gt.wn perlo41 

(') U.. tann tu t!Mt eitaatioll to nhn to aol'lal.1 an4 (4) 

tu adoleeoent ' • .in ot bl• "latlODahlp nth bi• putente 

...-.4 ¥1th bl• JeNept"• ot hi• peers • Nlatlcme.s.pa nth 

bir JIU'U•• 
In •uu:ftn8 a. ftr•t upeot, mbeJt ot aqumlde, lt 

waa a8-...cl tl&at tile SNa'-• the tepee ot oontUot 1be llOI'• 

~- tba e4o1e••11t wot&l.4 baYe with bi• paNnte. 'Die 

period. Ul4 to 4etendne the ll1IOo ot arc-ent• th• 

a4ol .. oeat ba4 nth hi• ,.... .......... '' .. tbOQgbt 

that th• •l»~•ot• V0\114 t!na lt 41tftOQJ.t to noall e. 
mber la a 1oD91r peno4. !he 41ft.a1ou ot nwabere ot 

aqt110nta W4 ... , (a) acmes (lt) 4 or le•a (o) 5-9, (4) 

10-1'1 (•) 16 or.,.. 
1!be ..oona upen d oantllo't waa tht •r1owm1ae of 

ar,_.te • It •• uawd. t hat the _.,... 1be 4•8"9 ot 

ocmtliot the aon •no• ti. uguaente woa.14 appeu to the 

aaoi.eoent to be. rcr tbi• taowr tb.• ti.. period ot a 

month wae ued ae it vu oond4•"4 that '*'- n1t3eota •ou.14 

reoa.U t.aponant ~·· nod~ owr a 1on8er ptrlf4 than 

tbat over vhiah ~bq on14 no-all aumben ot al'gWD8D.te. 

1'lrther, it the pnnou welt ba4 bed aQ'ploal. ill tbat no 

.,.._.,. ba4 ooot&IT94 a more aoo\U'ate ploare woul.4 be 

obtaiu4 lW ....utDg the •riouanea• of ~llot Oftr a 

month. \'he aoale ue4 heft vu a a1s point cmea (a) ve 

ai_,a ..,._, u.-.nt• baw bee (b) wn ldn•s (o) talr~ 

ld.nors (4) tau~ •rlous (e) wry ••rloua (t) I 4on'' 
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•J!Mlr to !»r/bia/th9. 
:OU.ti.on ot oantUot vu ti. thll'd upeet of ucuen' 

ooaau....a. I t .. uaae4 tat b sreat•• tt. 4•P9• o1 

oadliot ti. 10D&9• tbe U.. taken tor the •ltu.ttoa to 

ntuin o noft!Al. !Ide paiol vu flOaetJ.ft4 on an •leht 

point eoalea (a) " al•J'a ._..., eitaati.on Nt1:&1u to nonal 

afteJ' ••t Ult 1nh la (1-) J.en than t .._.., (o) t to ' 

bOvt (4) t to 4 botana <•> • to ta JsoU1p1 (t) ta ~o 24 houn1 

(41) t to ' ctares (h) owr ' 411p. 

the ~ovtb UJ8ot oou1teJ••H1 _. the a4ol•aoent '• 

ooJ)J&rleon ot Ida P81'M9'10D ot hl• NlaUoulhip w1 hie 

parents and hi.a i-roeptlon ol th4t nlatioubip bet•• hla 

Jene am t1utu paNnte. It •• oond4•n4 '1aat u.. BN&t• 

tbe 4egne ot oontllot tbe wone the a4ol.eeoet volll.4 ooul4e .. 

b1a relatSOn•hSP w111h hle pannu to be vt.wn he ooapare4 b1a 

NlaticnUS.p v1th parent• wtth tbat ot bl• peeH. 1'h1a upeot 

WU -ue4 on. a tift Mkt aoale When be renlted bl9 

ftlatiouh1p ut (a) ll&lll bett.r than 110at1 (b) '-''•r than 

.o.ts (o) a'boa.t tht eame ae ll09tl (4) wo.rao than moetr (•) 

na WOl'tl than aoat. 

htpggpn 

It ~ 4eo14e4 that qun1ormas.n vae t h• moat eu1 t ­

ab18 •thod ot o'b•tnina lrltOS'll'at1on t.-- a large mb.-r O't 

Mol .. oenta on relat10Uhl)e with their pannt o. Personal 

lntemewe wo1lld ban been dlf:tioult to etanlarctue. a4 

oould aleo uw na\ll.'94 in a peater 4•8"• of "'1aence 

tbu. an anonraows s.m. relatl'ftl.1' lllperaonal qttee•1onnaln. 

!l'M •lidit~ ot auoh a .. u..,,.port -teobntque r&ther then a 
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4-aerlbiDS tlut nl.f\tton.GUp with tath&r Ol'14 CXD.e foit tmaftN 

cteeortt>Sns th9 nlatt.onah1p Vlth both puonto toaetbcaia, ~ 

eop;y o~ tbe q.mdlc1ano.ire appear• iti t . *> ~j)endla. '?he fc:­

ma1J 4-tsGl'tbd a~ ~ be fiJN1l h Queatlons a...12. ~ 

tn:r.oimt1on ~t ill ti.la eeott.on .u the 4tJ!ft ot 0011fllot 

betwea e4o1esocmt mt ,._a, .and tblt &ft&& of f'Uoh CO§tlict. 

!be ttegne o~ oent1kn .:kt• _,, obtataeA tor Mith sabitl t 

b7 to•1111\4? the aw eoowa o'lnaw4 trQm th• nl>~o-. •• 

N8Pft!M89 to the q,ueeUtee aaoe"8Snina b num\er ot ~ 

mn~e. b ael'l0alm98'.1 ot G.rBle9nte. the- tf.:me telt»n tor tba 

el t1on to return to nomal. •4 tho a4oleaoont •a pone»Uon 

o~ Ide "1aU•'*1P nth. !de paren.ta cCIQU'e4 to Jilt• 

,.._P'l• ot b1e pWJra• Jelatlm:ulblpa vlth tb.o1~ parent.. 

th• ocmtllot .,..ae Ml.eoW wre baae4 1n pot on thoae toan4 

~ Block (t9'7), altheqh oaJ.r aeenl. pl'Ob1-e rather than 

the Q80iftca t!ltlt sbe foe4 "" ued, md !a part on t!ae 

auwre obte.tnttt trc. qatf.on ! atll4 t• vbo p8"1o1,ate4 

1D a pUot nUtlJ tor the pro~en. • 

fjlprJ.M 

~~ val.uo• f'or ea.._'l -~lo waro aet~r::lim4 ae !ollowai 

a. ~-... ra, 9..914 !httr'R; m: .noi b q.a~:iM2 DR ' DNP1' 
~tM 1fft'8 &•t9~ 4..t ~c:t.1.:1 f:t'OD tho NSpJttS9tJ e,i. WA• 

t>. IRdalAtAOAIA cdatam CJ: wa 's:tz: 
Ne vu: 4@teftlin94 t't'Oll tbt O-t't.m..~t1nn of •b.e n.bjoot '• 

t:.th~r \Ut~ th3 Soote>()OC. ie Iwtex to~ ~ r.ea.l.encl »e..ee4 on 

X.TOla ot 14ue&t1on -4. In~ ~ 1:1\e t96fi ~8Qtl (~..Uey 

an4 ~' Ul\fato4). ~re tbl> o~-t1.011 vt:\• rm,,, not gt.wa 

• In 'the pil.Qt &tuq a )1Nlllri£U&l".V 41.t'' :,£ ~ qu.ee1J~ 
... ..,..red b7 to BU'OpMI\ Brlaoat1• I atu4ente. D\e •UUft 
ot 4esne ~ eoonomio inhptn4ence and tb.• pbna1ns ot eoM ot 
tile qaee•tcne wre ll04Uie4 aa a reault of the nePonM• 
obtdne4. 
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nt'• T1 w ot his rel.aid. bip with ble 

'DA!ttaa. with b1 't'iev of ip 

ot h1e peer• with 1;bai.r • 

to oon:tl.1c 

1•2'1 and these nv aoo:re ftlue weft the 

QUllJ,J •1 • 

had. a ftn89 ot 

ooree in the 

ot 

reepc:>mies 1n which 010· ammamio a..-. .... ~ • 01 

ecoi· llOlld.o ndcmoe h 4 

41JlieoUI' ither the soos.oeoono . o 

un t ) or fJ'OID th • ot eoonomi 

r than read 

Irving. 

''' re n 
to the qu tionnai were Obtain d tro 

o1e c nts who lived with their p n."PfHn:O • Of the , 48 w re 

Ot" mo ot the following not tncllld 1n anal.yrd on on 

,rou.nclei-

......... - Tho not leseJ.17 emplorable (i •• tho • un4 r 15) 

vere ltmtnat • reapODS were obtain d tro lndivi"'"'C::wo.v 

4 20 or over but these too would e en eltmtnate4 

sin · t 7 re po t- Ol.eeoent 1n tems of th defini t1on ot 

ce ueed • 

.m.s..,;,,a;...,. - tam!.l.y truct e ditter from culture to 

cul.tu 

l 

only tho who an red that they cons14ere4 th -

to b uro or "kiwi• were included , 1n order to 

oo pouncling variab1e . Although cbt14 

aring p tt me not on o:f' th subj ct for oon Cl ration 

1n th t 

factor in fa.mil.y' lats.on • B.v th el1mSna-t1on ot non-



' ' 
Buropeans 1t wae hoped tilat the groaer efteot• ot 

differences 1n child-rearing patterm 1fOUl4 be leeaene4 1t 

not el'•lnaW. 

'' 

a. Fp3,1y •Vugtm - The famtly 1n which there 18 a eol.o 

parent or a atep parent or a legal gwu-Uan. 1• not, to judge 

by this eample, typical of the general Pop.llation (t' of the 

reapcmsee 1. a. 101' ot the responses nN in this oategor)') and 

it 1e poeaibl• Shat the relatiOnahip between ohS.14 and parmt 

1n snoh a famt17 would also be atypioal. Por this reason 

tbeH i-esponeea nro not 1nolwte4. 

4. !noompleto nspon• - Where one or . re of the queat1ou 

from which data vae to be obtainecl nre not answered the 

reoponae was not 1no1uded . 

• · lBil.m to prp»4• plauail>lt Womat1Qn - One reapcmae VBfl 

eliminated because facetiowmees in anawering one queetion cast 

doubt on the ftl.idity of the remaining neponeee. 

The compoait1on of the sample uoe4 for analysis appears 

1n t able t • The sample oonai sted of 44~ secondary aohool 

atwlente, 36" ata4ento ot vocational. courses and ao,s non­

atudents. Approzimatel.3' '~ of the aample were males. 

fhe d1stribut10n ot tbe :tull sample, of students and 

non- atudente am o"f males and temalea with respect to age ancl 

sooioeconomio atatua are shown 1n Figures 2 and 3. 
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FIGURE 3 

D I STR IBU TI ON OF SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS OF SAMPLE 

a Socioeconomic status by student status ~ b Socioeconomic status by sex 
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st Office A"XEUDJJU.'V • bjeota re not 
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(25" ) nN 4 ia fU.11 14 tudiee. 

tr1but1on ot e o s.ng to is 

for student and non tll.4 nts 1n 

1n 1gan 2 • la not e~ stribut 4 av r the 

tull ple. The d.ian eoour t 17, the dclle ot the 

nn&e • wi 401' of the eample 15 aD1 16 and 401l d 18 

and t9. 1'hu althou.gh the dinril>ttU.on of is not uni.tom 

;pl.e 1e cU:vtded 

a4ol•• n.ta. 

nl.y into younger and o14er 

or tu.dent dia.n 

of the 4 t5 ort6. 

ccure t t8. i'h the non-etwi nt 

than th tu.dent ple. 

oou t 17 but al.most 5~ 

the di 

ple ia 

tamale 

that for th f'u.ll 

consider 4 patt m alm.o t the as 

pl eme~ • 'lhe dian is in the 17 
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aft 1 1 

4 15 
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1 alMl 

a 1? with ''" ot tbe aaapJ.e J of • 

t t • 
1 old• 
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in leftl ' w.l'th ''S' Q the 

t eample in le lA 4, 
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5°" ill 1-wla 4, 5 an4 

6. Por nor:t .. hlden. a the WV\ot.ll>GIA ia ill l."91 J an4 ''" of 

r per n 

1ibe • wl•nt 

aaaJla 

'a ple 

er left 

. 1n 

• 

vmciw.v8t · 00 t the 0 Ot&N ln leftl ' Yi. 3()jf. 

J.n le'fth 1 an 2 an 40f 1n leftla '• 5 an4 6. r aalea, 

the JlitU Uea betwen le la :S and 4. 1'h tile fiva.iao .... 

pl.• coa as.aa alightlJ' pe ter ot ubj ot• 1n 

9A\9'!11t191 
Va the w acorea o at.a. fro tht aubj• ta ' 

r.apouea the follows. oalo\ll.at1 • WH pl.amad1 
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no a1m1lar1\V to areas of oontliot with other. 

Oft the full p ._ taree enaa aft rank84 

fir t, · oon4 thJ.r4 rea otiwl.7 tor oonflict with t bl' 

conflic ld. bo n ple la 

CU.VS.de in poupe be 4ietnbut10n ot ubj eta itlns 

"ourrent a:lt :Ir " are of oontUot Vi tat r and ·· 

area of oonfl.1ot vitil th pal'enta together is 1milar -

no 15 year ol and no 19 year old o1 t it 1n el tlwr o 

Vith o'lm nt• to ther• howeYer , th inoreaae in 

pel"Oent c1 ting 1 t an are of conflict 18 are ter 

be en 16 (4-) and 1? (21") but in te of rising ~WA' 

it doe en ea of conn.tot w1 t th er, the peroen 

citi "otlJ:'1'Gnt . fair " as an are ot oontlict w1 both 

together ains almo t the e t 18 (201') a t 

17 (21") · 
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oontlio either '' or 19 ye old th arenta 

t tbar. Al.tho ther 1 the e 

ee the p roent a th eelve 

placed on the are ot oontl1ot cU.ttera 

mother to t tbtr. Witil the ther oontliot tend to 

peoUio, v1 1ble things which reflect cm. the 

tion of the ole o nt, altho\lah "11'\V attitudes• mar be 

ex ptJ.on. 1th father ta • t1tu4ea" 

"ctU.Tent at ire" t preo no aver the nsible 

qualities . 

that with father er 

plao d on the b tract. .. trom rq 

le tu:re here 1n4= rank1ng. It doe not 

area of conflict With either paJ'ent ep 

t~ern imilar to 

mm~uie 1 

• control" 
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t ooncl ion wbioh could. drawn t m tbe cal.cul.ate& 

prod. · t-momen correl t1cm. oeett:Lcien t • el1' t the 

ole o nt 18 re oonce d bout oonflio with hi othe» 

thail abou con:tliota with S.th r his t ther or both 

to ther. 

f olloving chap r. 
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!he oaloalat1 1a t pre'ri.°'1 obapter · ow 

tv'Pothe 1a propo cl ta tb.18 etuQ' 1. • t 

to• Off 4o~ eoente livi.DB vi their p 
b1 law pe tte4 to ln fUll t1 

nt there 1 an lnvene 
a:e.tnwie ot e · omio Ude 

Uot wi i.nts, ea ot , x, 
aoc1oeeono o a and what r or no 'the 

le nt u a etudent 

was not p ~•4• ln41 te t t of tb.e 

t 0 zaminecl I Onl¥ Olli . to t ( t tbe 

t°'4 le l.) la1l1oneh1p wlth the clegre ot tmtllot 1 

an.1 this is 1 t1 ant only Vb.en th 4e of conflict With 

other cone14 a. h ore, 1na ct4on of the nwnber 

ot area of conf'liot 1n41cate4 t ol.e oent ha• 

......,.,.,,.,..~ of conflict w1 th th 1r 

or with both renta to t r. 

there than vi th th 1:r fathers 

'l'h1s finding true both 

ff»! the full ple mul tor e ch 

between the ad.Ole cent and hie mother can b found b7 

oo idering nature of th rol.e ch parent 1 exp ct d to 

play in the family. 

·w " eland and Australian ttitudes and ftlue y w 
bavo re 1m1lar1ti "1th each o r than ith r haa With 

the attitud and value y t m of tbs u. . A. Oon quantly it 

can be ee ed that the N w zealan4 family structure 1s ore 

11k the Au tral.ion tam.Uy tructu:re than 1 t le 11k that of 

the U. S. A. nson (1968, p. 129) oitea research by 1>83 to 



t t to U~L..tl.._ 

fewer acti"Vitle and to le a ~"ten 1n joint 

de 1 ion in II t 1r ooun r • n the 

ld b7 un q , t t often the 

dO!Dbumt 1nflwtl\~ ( 1968, p. 105) . Heaoe 1 wo'114 

&11' that, lik it t . 1an coat p . t, t w alanl 

fam117 i ti ther om1na d, th rt pa in 

the u.s.A. Wt 11'1 f th r do at1 tied. 

w ( on, 1968, p. 10IJ) . W1 

to turn all th iJt libidinal ene~ inward upon th 

Wblle hu bands e ot to turn th ir both inward and 

outwal'd ( on, 1968, p.117) . 

i'hus, 1n the N w 

oon id red to be reopon · 1bl for the od 

manna ot her cmild . It 1 tbs to W3d r tanda.hl that 

mo r ul4 t trongly to o 

behaViou.r which sugge t that 

eta of her child •e 

not fulfilled ber role . 

The find.in snpport this propo 1t1on 1nc 

which th a.doles nt and his oth r argti most a tho e 

oonn cted with th home (untidy room, failure to do cho ·), 

with t ol. o nt • weliar (his 1ng out, his tudie , the 

time be ts hom , hi not eat!.~ pro rly)and with thoe 

aspects of his beha.S.o'1r which reflect unf :vourably on hie 

upbringing (using. bad languag , p aran ) • the 

adol.e cent grows older and est bl.ish som as eta ot 

1nd nclenee h is no lon r considered by th c1ety t 

larg to be a r flection ot hiS ho alono. 1hus Ule mother 
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previOWll.3' thi 40 8 not fisUre t t5 but to peak 

t 1 • ~ after • b raot, exte o a 

sp oi.tio 4 at1o a.re ppe .. ot ooctliot. inc• 

the 8 4 Mab~ in w.a f in the main. 80 

ma3 r a:reaa of oontl.1ct wi other it ppa th t in ar~ 

w1 h the lee · nt !>out th 't then' 1e acting 1n 

of er in his role 

bo p !11 

r 1 so in "14 

1 qwm.111 t1 17 le 
• 

of~ 

oat of 0011tll t 

jor ~~·" 0£ conflict 

the .. the • jor s tor f th9r-acloles0t~ 

oontl1ot. Thia ugeat ·l.at "parent " t a4o1 

tion r tbe i th r and his 1n a 

new and tU.tterent unit with new, or ai l , joint int re t • 

It al 'VJ!lid.ity to th propo tl'\lCture, B 

doe e t t that eoo ranke of oonfllot w1 h 

ot r "m..v n t oins job round the ho " does not ap ar 

a ouroe of contllot with 15 and 19 1 ar old and ins 

nlat1vel.N ll peroen ot re po in oth r group • 

Part of the . at r conflict with . th.er ~ al be 

explain 4 in t of contact t • ince 1n t th.er 4om1nate4 

ho tiafied nth their fam1J.1 lives d t n:l 

to turn their nerg.18 inward · they likely to -t hom• 

w n th father is workintt. jority (~) of the sample 

re e'tudente and etuaent , part1oularl.1' full tim students, 

tend to t during ome of 1ih t1me wh n father and 

non twlent a are work • Consequently euoh ubj ote are 
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group vhioh low r port d gre ot 

conflict han th ole nt populat1.on 1 et by the 
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a.A -. PGat otnoe. Dltlpite tM faot that ~ of tlMt 

Jffpl.e ta the Ntula4 - peQ, puU.ia.J, at the Peet 

otftoe, WN ,,.... ftetli• n•SA•t Sa tb9 .... ~ti~ 

, ... ..,..,.,1, la the ,,,,... .... ....,. .... lltW. 11..U. 

ft'Ul theU JllNll'8• A atalJ' .. tendldlla 1fb1 tl&Otle 

............ Wbo ... liYiaa .., ,... - w ..,. "'• .. , 

._,. oone•••r t!altu ...... et ocmt.1.ln "4tll theilt panu to 

Jaaw beea betoa .._,. w ..... nat tMJ' .. .u., bu 
4epee et -ftiot to M W Wal& ua4 liallt - thia ..... 

-.oil & --- IOa.14 a1.-~. Sil ..,...Uca wl"1 data ~ 

tbo• nW U.ua at MMt a tMSeatlca ot 1dl9tbel' a ••lA 

oendatias aoi.i, ot the lattn ll'°"P la tnloal of all 

*101e••••· !bit • .,,.,._," ColmOI' et al (t954) .. 

• NWoepeotlft .... 414 .. Plft PnftOWI oeefl'o' wt.th 

p.NNat oont.Uot. • ........ OIDtUot WU. ..a ... 
OODCIU'M4 with .. fta1te U.U Of ~ot • IPIOiftoa1]¥ b 

.U~em wn ..act to 4Mort.1- .... d oODtUot in ttnaa 

eibl' ot pel'lli8taoe • d 1AtuA'7 ftV a ... u..-abl' 

tban a •aEN bue4 • tepee ot ocaft.1ot. ~ a.mu 
et ai. t.11p1r that t1wu aia~eat• au i.n ..... te •"-' 

oollep, Whioh wou.14 not be tM oaae in the· popuecl n.Q. 

AU ot ti. p•Mllt •••1• W either otapl.ete4 a •tni .. 

ot tbft• pan ot Hocm4U'J' e411oatlml or WN in tbeir th1M 

,...- at a MOoatur aohool. It woal4 appear tut tbq -

fna taa1J1ee that plaoecl - ~-OD eduoatloD 1lbloh 

tn tun ma, haw &ttMtet tb9 au3aot'• ftlatlona with bl• 

famt17, 1.1. that bM "" ten» ocm.tllou 'Mme tbe 
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tlae , .. .,.,.,., .. - Uaeaw4 a wtao .. not•-• d 

the -)lle pointl4 Mt that .., •J.e•CMmU of lid 

aoqub .............. •JIDdtna ....... l'Mlf1' Beneft.t 

A1lowaoe , Jld4 "' ti. towns mnt te tlMIU- imaw ftl' thail' 

9QJOn; tbi9 •• ., 0•1• to tbe .ae1 ..... t UNOU, troa 

hi9 ,... .. • tbat ill tlae •'••• ot ur other eoaoe et 
Ano_, he ""14 UN OlMaUie& bSPK1t U tote1 >7 -...a•t• 
11o11twr bl --14 1ae mn that b l'M''., Blnaftt u not 
eUU4 '7 Ida paftaU -1tbat1t ia a •41ltt• ma 1lbe 

.,,...._,, DU Id.a bejq 411ftD 1lb1a ..., to epm4 ld.abt 

aot ..- bl.a tM1 eoeraa\oa1J.F .. paden.t ca bl• ,..... 

altbotlgtl theJ' _.. thil imetiate IOGIOI Of lt, U & fvtUr 

_..,. Sn WA a1M la pntel'lld tb.tA ....... ot inll• wt 1-9 

Snoi.tt4 .,....17, - ...,i. -· a1ao lre 991..W ta 

.a • 1f"1 aa to -1£• the Uablnti-. ot 1.esne of •...-to 

in&•,....•• .... 
two ftnaJ. JO&at• ... 89 traa w.a •ta4Y· b tint 

ooaoene tu tena ~ atuw.a•, the •Gd tM a4oluoent'• 

U•uelon of Ilia 4••-1re t• Wepenlenoe. 



,, 
"Mr Att1tu4,tp" 

"~ atti tu.des" was an extremly popular response to the 

areas ot oontliot question tor al1 three oategorie• ot 

parents. 1'he term 1teel.t is extnm1l.7 nebulous and could 

mean maD7 cl1tterent th1np. The attitudes 1n queetiOn oo11l4 

be related to the tanaiblea auch as al)pearance, or toVBl'da 

the 1ntcms1blee such as relit;ion au4 moral.iv. It could alao 

reter to the pnel'al. ~ 1n which the a4ol••oent ..Un 

ew1'7thing or the Yet¥ in which i. appears to h1a paNnte to 

be naoting ~ a glftn 81tuat1on. An inftattsati.on ot the 

nature ot att1tu4ea about which argument ooOtU"a end w~ .... 

att1~4es are eouroea of argument might re'ftal more about 

aclolesoent-pu-ent relations. 

A4o1•wnt Dl•ire tor IJJ4•uedaaB 
As this etwt1 was d•T1••4 or1gtnal 17 to investigate the 

4enlo11D9nt ot independence - a ke7 area 1n the growth of ti. 

1n41v1dual from ohlld to adult - it vaa aurprlalng to t1D4 

thnt relatively fev o'l the aubjeota considtred the need toze 

independence a major area ot oontliot with either parent 

eeparately. Howewr "tftedom ~ my paren ta• control" waa 

a major area of ooni'lict with both paftnta together. As an 

abetnct topic •freedom from my pal'e!lte' control" is more 

likely to be diacusee4 with the father or with both parenta 

together but thie is not a fUll. ezpl.snation of tho difference 

1he 1nabll1ty ot the a4ol.4tecent to nrbalise hie 

feelings 1n the BJ1ea may also ba a taotor . Hie reaction to 

the more immediate thinGs may be a meana of expressing h1a 

desire tor independence - showing by hie action (using bad 



lepage} or Ida failure to aot (not t1471ng Ai• room) that 

he is oapabllt of 1n.dependct aotiODJ an4, b7 hi• &l"fJUD*l't• 

on euch thi.np ae current attaire that he 1a ab1e w tbSnk 

1n4epen~ent~. The 4eftlopaent of moh indepandcce ill . 

aotion and in tiio~t 1a a prenqW.a1te ot the 4tmtlopnmn 

ot eaotional. 1n4•1'9D4•oe• TM 4eoreaa1ng •an number ot 

confllot areaa and tht more abatraot nature o~ thllm a.a the 

ftb3•ota 1n th1a ••4' a.u.4 the eDl ~ adolesoence indloatea 

that tbe ol4er a4ol.eaoenta 1n thie atu~ "" appoaohtng 

emotional indepen4enoe 1.t tm7 bad not al.ftaq aohieved it. 

Q!jlg1p.•i1A 

Moet ot the tactora which other atud1e s towid to show a 

relationah1p with the degree ot conflict betwe• the 

adolesoent and bis parante 414 not, 1n thia stu.~ , show 8TJ7 

relation to the degree of oontllot. '!he source of the 

adolescent •s spending mone;r, tbe aocioec:anolld.c sutua of the 

adolescent ' s tamilJ, t.he ado1escent'• eez am tlbethor the 

a4ole£loant vaa a student or not were not rel.atod to the degree 

of conflict with JD.Other, tQ the d.egroe of oonfl.1ot v.1.tb father, 

or t;o the dogree of oonf'liot with both ~nte togetmr. ~ 

age ~ the adoleaoent vaa tom14 to be 1nval'llely relat&4 to the 

cl•sr•• of oontl.1ct w1 th mother (p < 0. 10) l>ut to bear no 

rol.at1on to the <legrff of conflict either ldth father O?' vi th 

both parente topthei~. 

b moan nwnber ~ areao of confl.1ot per eubject Ya8 

found to be ~ater when thu mother alone was in"VOl.•ed, and 

tbs na·t,iiro of those areas was more specific vhsn the mother 

vaa 1nvolwd tban when the father or both parents together 



WN imolft4. Al'gumanile about the a4oleaoent •a need tor 

1n4epen4anoe were tr.quent ~ 11hen the adoleaoent vu 

ugaing with both pannt• together. 
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That the dewlo:Pl*lt ot emotional 1n4epen4enoe 1a 

preceded by the 4eTelopm.it of other tot'ma ot indepaideno• 

has been eatabllahed 1n 'the literature eDd is supported bJ' 

the analyo1a ot the natUJ.'8 of the 8"a& o'l oon1'11ot fOtmCl 1n 

this study. !he adoleeoent' 11 argWl8lto with his parents on 

4omeat1o ma.ttere 1Dd1oate hie striving tor 1ndepe4ent 

action1 his argument• on current atta1ra indicate his 

striving tor independent fho\13lt . Aa tbe adoleaoent grove 

older an4 moro emottonally independent the nwnber ~ areas ot 

argument 4eoreasea and 41acnms1one rather than oontliote 

about the topic ocour. 

Thua, this etlldy bas provided 4ata on the relationship 

between a4ol.eaoent-parent oontllot ae peroeiftd b7 the 

adolescent, and age , degree of economic 1n4epen4enoe, aoo1o­

econom1o status and student/non-student status . Thia stud.J' 

also raised several question.a on adolescent-parent oontlict. 

Prom theae , topioa tor fa tl11'9 re see.rah have beon suggested. 

'l'hese topioe include determining ldlether the E111ount of t1ml 

the adolescent spends with bis parents, eeparatel.7 and 

tosetber, 1e related to the dagree ot conflict found.; 

•mminlng the rel.at1onship between adolescents no longor 

living with their parents and their parents to detormine 

whether a greater proportion 1n this category have a high 

degree ot conflict with their parents than do those who live 

with their parents; determining whether the educo.tional. level 

ot the adolescont, and, by 1mp11oat1cm, the value placed on 
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«tuoaticm b7 Id.a t.si,. haa _,. etteo-. on ti. 4•BN• ol 

•oi.--t-punt omn.lot1 an4 a ol.arlfloata.on ot tt. tem 

~ aHltaiet• te 4e1Nmdae 11Ue oi.arir wllat the oaw11e ot 

oaatUot ... 

It will be i.n to ee ot tu a4olewnt• in thlt mpte 
to baw b ft1la11'0N on adoleao...,..nt; ftlaticmaJd.pe. 

•we UtW R .. , W OD1J' lulft utf___. Ot 

eptn•m." 

1fbc pun' U4 a40leaoat oa asne to Utter an4 oe 
4Utu -.t.•"11'• b doJ.ewnt tau attained, an4 tbe pann.t 

baa aooepted, .. ucmaJ ln4•JllJl4noe. 
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QPSiJOl!l!AIU 10R Immct PBOPLB JiVIN() AZ J19tJB 
Young peopie aN an ialpoMant group ta the ccmiWli tJ. 

Bhapapen and JDapldnea vr1te a great 4eal about J0'1th 

and bov the7 get an with tibeir pare.uta. Jllaoh of th1e 
~oft'l&Uan 1a not 'baaed on faote. To• help 1n on81fft1.ng 

th1* ueet10!U'a'" 1'1ll ~ aome importa:o.' iDfOl"IDation 
on tba W7 Joun& people wbo u,. vith tuir paNllta behaft 
With tbam. an4 What 80IMt Of the Pl'01al.ema IA li'ftJI& W69ther 

UDASlme 
t. 'J!da queeuonn.sre la oal1 t~ the single 70ung person 
living with hi.a/he• pannt(e) or J.epl. gua:rdian(e). It you 
a.re man'l.94, tlat'ttDB or boal'dinB pleaee do not attempt to 
answer it. 
2. Do Jml put your namo on the queetlcmnabe . Ho a"8mpt 
vill be -49 '° 14•ntu)" 100. th~ your anavors. 
'· Plea• read each qoeeticm and ALL pOasible anawere 
oaft~, then 'iok tu nepanee that beat tite your case. 
Do not vnte Sn the 8paot' to the ri.Qht ot the •ol14 black 
line. 

2. I oaas14er Dl1'8elf to be 

__ lees than 15 
__ 15 
__ 16 __ ,., 
__ 1a 
__ 19 
__ 20 or crtftl 

-- BU.rOpeaa 
.....,_Ma~1 

Other 
----- (speoitJ) 

-- male 

--. female 



It none ot 
li vita 

'· ~ . 
(Ube 

6. I 

aot pay 1HH1m. 

I am be'l!Va•cn'!I 

3ob. p nt 
t'!s arut 10• k trom 

tor tew of 
bu. I can attord t ot t 1.t. I do aot 

• 
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.-.. l beMa IJA• a WOii A 11.imilrl: 
~ , I for all ~ P9 ce~'ta ba.t I 
4o not PG:t boud. 

a 301>~ I 
t>eJ:'OOI~ ~ttd.!Mlllmto '1Jt I t 

• a ... k t...am a ft~ 3ob. I 
t)ft!Dcmlll l'llQQ:lftmonte 1 

a.u&.1ma a week. 
~MO Gal!'lll.1~ UO Wbat JOU tB1m aftu t U aa,y, 
18 • U 1SOM al the &bow ft t ,OV mae p.1- till 
ill be.low. 

1 attn ta P4Wwet&• 

I ODD. P61' to•-----------------pa.nnt .,., to. ___ ....,. _____________ _ 

I 11A1 ~ o1 ----
In queDtiODa s o ti baae ... anawu in ... 
oolta\ cmll' U 700 bBW liW4 11'1th both puwa 4v&ns b 
laat th It you ba'ft Uwd wt ~oot au t man 

t oo.tum anl.r'· 

e. Daring t!Mt la.at WG f4fe ber ~ ts I haw 
VS.th IV' nte WOUl4 be al>OGt• 
With .IV ..,E Wt.th ti/I fatba S. IJt&IM'ID 
........ 4 Ol' le 
....... 5 to 9 
...... to to t5 ........ ,, ___ 

....... .. ........ Bcme 

....... 4or ....... 4m-

....... 5to9 ....... 5to9 

....... to to '' ...... 10 '' 

....... tG or aon ....... 16 or more 
-- I baw not been bomt 

9. IminG the lon aonth 

• 
t ot the araunxmts 1 haw 

With mPtbe• Wit.h . fdbeg 
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