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ABSTRACT
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marital status

Laura M. Crowe, Master of Science, 2009

Thesis Directed by:  Associate Professor Dr Fiona M. Alpass
School of Psychology

The study explored the relationship between retirement and marital status and
objective and subjective measures of social support. A secondary analysis was
conducted on a sample of 6,662 men and women aged 55-70 years of age. Results
of a series of 2-way ANOVAs revealed greater interaction with friends amongst
retired individuals than those who were employed. Marital status was shown to be
associated with interaction with family and levels of perceived social support. An
interaction between retirement and marital status was also shown to influence
levels of perceived social support. The results reveal that retirement and marital
status have an individual and interaction effect on various measures of social
support and indicate the importance of considering marital status when
researching, educating and working with issues regarding retirement and social

support.
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