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ABSTRACT

The rise in the number of ethnic and religious conflicts in various parts of the world
serve to indicate that religion is a volatile issue, more so if the country’s population is
heterogeneous in its make-up. Although Singapore is a plural society comprising
diverse ethnic and religious communities, there have been no major ethnic or religious
conflicts in the country since independence, save for the brief spill-over of the 1969
riots from Malaysia. However, events which have unfolded in the country in recent
decades provide compelling evidence to suggest that there are strong religious
undercurrents within the country which can be easily aroused. Religious harmony is not
a natural phenomenon but an achieved state of affairs and this study attempts to
examine the factors contributing to religious harmony in Singapore. The government
encourages inter-religious toleration in society through its various public policies
concerning housing and education for example. The exposure of the population to the
diverse religious traditions which abound in the country contributes in part to the
relatively smooth coexistence among the various religious groups. Although freedom of
religion is constitutionally guaranteed, the government insists that the practice of
religion must be tempered with national concerns, such as economic development and
success. To this end, there are laws in place such as the recently adopted Maintenance
of Religious Harmony Act to regulate the boundaries of religion in the country. In the
interest of preserving religious harmony, this Act legislates against aggressive
proselytisation practices and the politicizing of religious groups. It is the government’s
active management of religion in the country which plays a major role in maintaining

religious harmony in Singapore.
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Pongyis -
Sangha -
Satyagraha -

Setkya-Min-

Shariah -
Yang Di-Pertuan Agong -

Custom

Buddha-to-be
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