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Abstract 

This Thesis examines China's increasing demand for energy and illustrates how 

China will become increasingly reliant on oil imports to meet its energy needs. This 

reliance on oil imports has forced China, in the short term to adopt an energy security 

strategy that seeks to protect its access to oil by adopting a "non-threatening" military 

posture complemented by use of its economic bargaining power. At the same time, 

China has adopted a long range strategy, that runs side-by-side with the short-term 

strategy, of "bide our time and build up our capabilities." This long-term strategy 

consists of a "String of Pearls" approach to gain the necessary forward bases to 

secure its energy lifeline and the development of asymmetric military capabilities. 

The ultimate goal of this long-term strategy is to develop sufficient military and 

economic strength necessary to protect its access to key markets and resources. 

Cover Page: The Varyag, a former Soviet Union aircraft carrier left incomplete in a Ukrainian Shipyard."· 

following the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991. In 2003, after being purchased by the "Chong 

Lot Travel Agency" for the stated purpose of being converted into a floating casino, the Varyag arrived 

in the Chinese naval dockyards in Daikian. At this time the "Chong Lot Travel Agency" went out of 

business. The Varyag is expected to be complete and commissioned into the Chinese navy around 

2019 at the earliest.1 

1 www.sinodefence.com/navy/surface/varyag.asp 










































































































































































































