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Abstract

Projecthonduras is an online network of mostly voluntary organisations working in
development in Honduras. It aims to be practical, positive and apolitical, and to create an
‘alternative model” for development based on mobilising people using information and
communication technology (ICT). In the context of on-going debates regarding the
problems with conventional development aid and the search for new approaches, the
projecthonduras rhetoric appears to hold much promise. Indeed its early inception and
more than a decade of operation make it stand out in a world of failed Internet start-ups,
and its positive and constructive approach finds resonance with recent, more hopeful

post-development literature.

However after three years of research this thesis outlines a much more complex picture of
projecthonduras. This is one with very quiet online forums but a growing political voice,
particularly following the 2009 coup d’état in Honduras. The thesis addresses this
apparent paradox, unpacking the structure and discourse of projecthonduras, and
identifying the underlying assumptions and understandings that underpin both the

‘alternative’ development rhetoric and the political activity.

Researched and written as an ethnography, this thesis positions projecthonduras within
the development studies literature and within the particular context of contemporary
Honduras. Using on and offline interviews and participant observation, and making
extensive use of Internet-based data, this study shows that the projecthonduras
development model is based on a paternalistic and modernising model of development,

one that is connected to a liberal, capitalist politics.

The emergence of political themes in this research is reflective of the messy realities of
development intervention, and of geo-political, economic and cultural power and
privilege within Honduras. However as indicated by the title of this thesis, the concept of
politics stands alongside that of promise, the potential held by the idea of ICT and social
networking. This intersection of promise and politics highlights the contours of the
structural and discursive boundaries in which projecthonduras operates, and emphasises

the complexity inherent in the search for development alternatives.
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