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zin affromt tTo the dominant belief of bMew Zeslzng

zattlar zociehy, It challernged ths hzgsmony of Christianity and

In this re=zearch sxsercize I have ztudied zan ares of New Zesland, the

Matnawatu and Mangasnuil, during the

Golden Years' of wrmternational

Fresthought, It has been used az a window for the ideas and
activitias that waz Freethouabht in Hinstesrblv-certury settler

zociety,

I have attenptaed to brisfly explain the developnent of Fresthougbt

in Britsin before turmirng to the place of F'"e,hought 1 Iate

minetestl century New Jeslaid. The =sarly triudpbhs and

IU

disappointments are registered there beforse T turnln to dizcuzzs ths

Marnzwatu and Wangzrnul more specifically.

In the zscond chapter the originz of Fr

Warmarnul ard Marnawety are investigatead
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¥
B

efore the life of the sezccizticnz are fooussed on. In thiz
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prominant individusls are looked zt,  The chaptar alzo foocuzzes upor
ztatiztical information to try and urravel the mystery of the
dizcrepency between officizl recordzs of Frasthought memberzhip and

£

boze claimed by the associationzs thamzsaives,

Chapter Three lookzs at the idesz that made up Freethouaht., This

1

includes attempting to ses Fresthougbt in the contest of libkeral
thouakt., It alzo includes the typez of ideas theze Freethinkers in

the Mamawaty sond Warngarul were likely to be dealing with., that

i

the people who were their infﬁllectual stimulants, The idszz which
Fresthinkers endorsed will dl"n be deszcribed. Values-debatez with
Thristiams will zlzo be described to gsee where these oppozing Qroups
stood,  Diferences of opimion within snd outside the group will be
tooked at.



Chapter Four dezsls with the decline of Fresthought

the Manzwatu and Wangarnui. The variouz reazons Fr*u fomght decliresd

in this grea is explored. Thiz will include anvikhirea from the

attitudes of Chriztains toward Freethought to the lozs of

=

charazmatic leaders. The “Goldern Agos' of Fresthought occurred inm

-

New Zesland in such a short tims that one wonders whether the sun

~yad time toorize o bhe idezx. The inportance of itz reliam
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ohlher countriss for ihs shimulastion will slzo be swplored az a

pozzible resom for its early decling. Perhapz it did mot fit the
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srzial mileay that waz Naw Jeal

T
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ettler zociety?, Finally I will

briefly esplain what happerced to Fresthouaht following the 1820z

m

I lope yvou find thiz rezzarch zn 1nterez+1na wnsialt into the world
of & aroup that hes oot recsived very much zttention in the pasth.

What the emerqgerce of Freethought in thiz counbry shows 3

i

t e

vitality of zsttler socistv. Harmy wers prepsred to dizcuzs 1

and debates them. Thers wes mors bo zsttler life than the purzuit of
o

materizl ars tzflr‘f e Even the smallezt of towss waz by oo means
an intellsctual back-water Im¥act, the vitality of thass
settlementz contained iz ot evident today 1 oa society that iz

supposedly opsrn Lo many more idesz and theorisz



