
Copyright is owned by the Author of the thesis. Permission is given for 
a copy to be downloaded by an individual for the purpose of research and 
private study only. The thesis may not be reproduced elsewhere without 
the pennission of the Author. 



211 
,400 
935 

n 

FFEETHOUGHT I/-4 THE MAt-1Ai'-!ATU At-m \:/At-lCiA t1UI HI THE 1:.::::30 :; 

A 

a t"e:::e2.r-ch '= :,·:e r·ci:=:e r:-r·e::;'=.n t:1::d in r=:,st:iel h Jlfillment: ,:,f t:he 
requirements for the degree of Batchelor of Arts (Honours) at Mas:=:e y 
Uni VE:1·:=: i ty = 

MASSEY UNIVERSITY 

11111 I II 11111111 I I II\\\ 1111 II 
10612?7361 

•··;,:,.rnr-1:::-:=: 11 .. f.:,!··,n L"..l' .. ,c=.,n 
l :·1 ~.l (1 



ArKNOWLEDGEMENTR 

VEXY diff1cult t o come to t':.:nns with. I Hould like to th::11·1k the 

following people for helpi ng me to comp lete this research exe rcise 

My supervisor Peter Lineham has p roved patient and supporti ve 

throughout the year . His ad v ice l1as been very useful . Without his 

guidance, rather more l!nusual conclusions may have been reached 

•Jui dance 1,.1hen it came t c, i:1 cornput e,· i 11 i te1' 8.ti:::~ ,::orn i ng to U ?.,e the 

l.1.l.90. 

~assey 'University Library 

New Zealand & Pacific Collection 



I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

HIJROfrl_!CT ION P. 1 • 

(HAPTER ONE: _E\0JLUT10t-l OF AI\I IDEA p. 3. 

CHAPTER rwn: 'PROP~ETS IN THE WILDERNESS: p.10. 
THE FORMATION OF FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATIONS 

CHAF'TEFi THREE: THE_ HIT ELLECTUAL l1!0F:Lr1_0F p. 26. 
F fa'.EE lHINl:.EJ;: 

CHAPTER FOUR: THE SUN GOES DOWN ON THE p.37. 
'F?1LSE _fiA!,JM.' 



INTRODUCTION 

::;ettler ::;oc1ety. It challen9E:d the hegernonv ,:,f Christ1an1ty and 

Manawatu and Wanganui, during the 'Golden Years' of 1nternat1onal 

Freetf-,ougf:,t. It has been used as a vli1··,do1•1 fm- the ideas and 

=1ctivities that 11a=.: Ft-eethou-:::iht in N1neteenth··cent.twv settler· 

I have attempted to bt-ieflv e:,-,:pl8.1n the de·-celeiPrnent of Freethou,::iht 

in 81-it:;in befo,-e tw-r,in•~ to i:he Pl8.ce of F1-eetho1_19ht 1n l::1-f:.::-, 

nineteenth cenha-y 1,Jew Zealand. 

disappointments ;.r-e re,;:n st.et-ed thet·e bef,:,1·e I ti.wn to dis.•:us:; th,::-, 

Manawa~~ and Wanganui more specifically. 

In the second chapter the ,:,t·iqin:=: •~•f F1·ee+-1·,c•u•::iht ass,:11:i.ati.01·,::: 1n ·th,;::, 

~~anganui and Mi:1t·,av1at1.i are 1n·-1est19ated, fhe i:-:•:•ssible reasons why 

=1ssociations w,~re established 1n the 21·e::1::: they 1,iet·e i:::: identified 

prorninant indi vidu.als at-e lc•ok:ed 2.t, The ch3r,te1· Eils,:, foc, ... 1:=.::::e:=: upon 

statistical infonnation to try and urn·avel the mystet-v of the 

discrepency between official records of Freethought membership and 

those claimed by the associations themselves. 

Chapter Three looks at the ideas that made up Freethought. This 

includes attempting to see Freethought in the context of liberal 

thought. It also incl1.ides the types of ideas the::::::e F1-eethinket·s in 

the Manawatu and Wanganui were likely to be dealing with. that 1s 

the people 1-'Jho were thei,· intellectual stimul21nts. The id,2as 1-1hich 

Freethinkers endorsed will also be described. Values-debates with 

·::hristi2<.ns l-'lill 31:;,:, be described to see 1•1he1·e these opp,:::,s1n::i ,:;:woups 

:stood. Di fet·ences of op1n1on l-'Jithin 2.nd ,:,ut5id'.::! the •~wc,up vii 11 be 

].ooked 3t, 



Chaptet· Foi:u- deals 1<1i th the decline of Ft·-=ethou·:::iht a:::sc":::iat 1on:: 1n 

the Manawatu and Wanganui. The various reasons Freethought declined 

in this at·ea is e:,,:plored. Th1'.::, 1•1ill include anvthin•:::i from the 

attitudes of Christains toward Freethought to the loss of 

charasmatic leadet·:;;. The 'Golden A,::ie' of Ft·eetho1_19ht occun·ed in 

New Zealand in such a short time that one wonders whether the sun 

had time to rise on the idea. The irnpot·tance of its reliance on 

othet· countries for its :;tirnulation will a.lso be e::~plored as a 

possible t·eson for its eat·ly decline. F'e1-·har,s it di.d nc;t fit the 

social mileau that was New Zealand settler :::ociety?. Finally I will 

briefly e::-,:plain 11hat happened to Freethou-:::iht follc;win·::i the 1:?,:;::(15:., 

I hope vou find this t·e:::ear,:::h ':tn 1nten,!:::t11·"::i 1nsight into the Viot· ld 

of a sn-oup tha.t has not n2•:::;'::J v,;;;d verv rnu,:::h 2ttention in th,2 f"'E•:::t, 

i·-Jhat the emergence of Ft·eethou,:;iht in +:.his •:::01.1ntt·v shm•is 1s the 

vitality ,:,f ;':ettle,- sc11:::ietvs t"ianv t,1e1·s pt·eP8J"ed tc, dlSCl.!S'.:': ideas 

21nd debat,2 them. The1-·e •de:•-:=: r,;:,,r-<?. +:o -:=:e+:+:le.1· life th=-in the r:1-1rsu1t .-:-,f 

rnatei-ial •J1··2tificat.ion, Eve,·, the srn:=dl1::st •:•f tm•-!JE ,i:,,s bv n,:-:, rn•::ans::: 

an int<::!l lectual b2tck-1•1ater·. Inf2ct, +:h<::! vitality ,:,f th':'!se 

settlements contained 1::: n,:,t ,:,,-/Jd'::1rt· tod2v in a :::oci,2tv that 1s 

supposedly open to rnanv rn,:,1-·s i d•221s 8.nd the•:,r i es., 


