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iii.

Many samall towns in New Zealand have undergone a chaage
in role in the twentieth century depeading upen their relatioaship
with a nearby larger arban ceantre. In some instances the
relationship has become totally changed as a result of complete
absorption of the smaller centre by the larger and the development
of Greater Aucklaad is an example of this. Alternatively, the
small town may retain its individuality to a greater exteant yet
undergo 2 significant change in function, developing 23 a residential
suburb of the larger town or city to the detrimeat of its 'all-round?’
development.

Such is the case of Havelock North, a town situated on the
lower slopes of a range of hills approximately three miles east
of Hastings City. Following its ineception in 1860 after a short
period of ianitial growth the township began to decline in impertance
and for a2 period of about sixty years from around 1390 teo 1950 it
was virtually little more than a small 'peaceful village'! serviang
primarily 28 a retirement centre and a 'high-cl.ss' residential
suburb of Hastiags. wWithin the last two decades, however, the
population of Havelock North has grown considerably frem 1,828 ia
1951 to 5,472 in 1966. It is this rapid growth ia receat years
together with the asseciated changes which have occurred, both
directly and indirectly, in the morphology of the borough and the
character of the borough's population which provides the basis for
this study. |
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Havelock North, however, is also of interest in that
many of the borough's residents seemingly do not wish to ackuow-
ledge or recognise that Havelock North is no longer the 'village!
of former times, a home predominantly for retired and 'well-to-do!
persons. Although recent changes have radically altered this
image of Havelock North the idea of 2 'village! catering almost
solely for elderly and moneyed persons is still remarkably prevaleut
among many resideats of both Havelock North and neighbouring urban
centres.

Although the growth experie ced by Hovelock North appears to
have arisen since 1945, this study confines itself primarily te
that growth which has taken place since 1951. This decision was
made because Havelock North was constituted a borough early in
1952 and because census figures are available for 1951 aand subsequent
five year intervals. Census returns from the New Zealand General
Censuses of 1951, 1956, 1961 end 1966, have provided basic
statistical data on pepulation, the majority of the remaiander of
the information within this study having originasted from a
questionnaire distributed to a2 sample of the population in September,
1968 (211 questionnsires were completed comprising 12.8 per cent
of the total population), from personal interviews with resideats
of Havelock Korth, and from a land use survey conducted by the
author in August, 1967 revision of which was necessary in August,
1963.

This study set out to establish the extent of growth and
change which has occurred within Havelock North since 1951 and teo
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find a2 possible over-riding explanation or explanations for
this growth. The extent of population growth and change was
investigated primarily through the use of government statistical
publications. These sources revealed that the population has
been increasing at an ever-increasing rate, and the author's
research on the morphology of the borough revealed that concommitant
growth has eccurred in the number of houses built, in the number
of retail facilities available and in the length of roading withia
the borough; furthermore, that there has been 2 major change in
the age structare i.e. the proportion of young people has
increased while that of the older age groups has decreased.
Explanations for this growth and change were sought princip-
ally through questionnaires put to a2 sample of the residents as well
as to all the retailers and the owners or managers of 211 the various
industrial concerna within Haveleock Rerth. It was also necessary
for the author to isolate from the registers of births and deaths in
the Hastiogs Court House the numbers of births and deaths recorded
for Havelock North during the period under consideration. Results
from these sources indicate that although the factors which have
played some part in attracting populetien to the borough are many
and varied, the most important single factor has been the relationship
between Havelock North and Hastings. Havelock North is predomin-
antly a dormitory ceatre for Hastings and, apart from its initial
establishment, developments in Havelock Nerth a2lways appear to have
been related to those of Hastings. The early decline of the township
largely resulted from the early growth of Hastings, while the receat



growth has apparently eccurred primarily through the inability

of Hastings to accommodate current growth and present, although as
yet not particularly well-defined trends suggest that ian the
future the role of Havelock North may again be that of serving

as » "high-class! residential suburb of Hastings.
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