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PREFACE

Numerous references have been made to the dearth of material on New
Zealand's immigrant minority srwpl.1 Although 1listing a bibliography
of approximately 90 references on immigrants and immigretion in New Zea=-
lend, Thomson and Trlin in their recently published Immigrants in New
Zealand ventured the opinion that, "there are still serious gaps in our
knowledge and that there is a definite need for further research on all
aspects of immigration, immigrants, ethnic group adjustments, assimila-
tion and 80 on"s2 With the exception of L.M. Goldman's The Histoxy of
4he Jows in New Zealand and R.A. Lochore's From Europe to New Zealand
(which contains a section on the Jewish people) no specialist work has
been completed on the Jewish people of New Zealand,

This thesis aims therefore to make a detailed study of the New Zea-
land Jewish community in its New Zealand environment for two purposes:

a) as a contribution to the literature on the New Zealand
Jewish community, and

b) on a broader base, a contribution to the greater under-
standing of immigration, settlement and assimilation of racial and eth-
nie minority groups in New Zealand,
More specifically it is aimed to:

i) examine the origins, growth and development of Jewish
settlement in New Zealand

ii) to deseribe similarities to, and differences from, New
Zealand's spatial, demographic, social and economic nomms in the Urban
Areas of Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch where 79 percent of the
Jewish population reside, In other words, to examine the pattem of
assimilation of Jewish people into New Zealand life and comment on one



of the eentral problems of contemporary Jewish life in New Zealand -
the question of survival,

Three research techniques were utilised in this thesis, visz,,
primary and secondary source analysis; personal interviews, discussion
and correspondence; and a questionnaire mailed to every Jewish house=-
hold in an urban area.

Basic material was derived from New Zeali~d census records and
additional information made available by the Department of Statistics,
Lower Hutt, for the Auckland, Wellington and Christehurch Urban Areas
from the 1966 census, Infomation obtained from the New Zealand Jewish
Chronicle and various other Jewish ma asine publications provided a
graphic insight into the problems associated with the growth and develop=
ment of the Jewish minority group and its adjustment to the host society.
This was supplemented by the two works, previously recorded, on New Zea-
land Jewxy and works referred to in the bibliogrephy concerning minority
Jewish communities further afield, Personal interviews were conducted
primarily in conneotion with the preliminary stages of a questionnaire
survey. It was hoped therely to engender support from the Jewish
leaders to ensure a satisfactoxy response to the questionnaire by those
approsched, (A full discussion of the questionnaire may be found in
Appendix A), Correspondence received from members of the Jewish com=
mnity has served a two-fold function in providing a waluable insight
into reasons for the failure to retum guestionnaires and essential in-
formation on the present organisational activities of the community,

Two basie difficulties were associalted with the collection of mater-
"ial, In New Sealand, respondents to the census guestion on religious
professions have a statutory right to refuse to answer and personal
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communication has indicated that a number of Jewish refugees from Nazi

Burope have been 30 persecuted that religious affiliation has not al~-
ways been disclosed, Also, there could well have been persoens who,
althouzh Jews in origin and upbringing, may have refrained from filling
in the religious section of the census on the grounds that they had a-
bandoned the Hebrew faiths There are no methods kmown to the writer of
ascertaining the numbers of Jews who chose to hide their Jewish identi=-
fication at the 1966 census, It has been pointed out, however, that
few Jews, no matter how irreligious or anti-religious would deny them=-
selves this one opportunity of calling themselves "Jew" on a cemua."'
Although the census data is not complete in this respect, it is the only
statistical data available, and remains adequate for showing the rela-
tive distribution of New Zealand Jewry, general population trends, and
the strength of Jewish persons in various occupations and industries,

Difficulties were associated with an initial lack of co-operation
encountered by the writer from members of the New Zealand Jewish commun=-
ity, Pemmission to distribute a guestionnaire among members of the
Wellington Jewish community was with-held so that attemtion was necess-
arily concentrated on the Auckland communitye. As predicted hy several
Auckland Jews, response to the guestionnaire was so poor and the con-
troversy caused of such embarrassment that pemmission to attempt a fur-
ther random sample among the Auckland community was witheheld,

The epproach adopted to the thesis is as follows:

a) a consideration of the origins of the group and the eir-
cumstances of migration as a prerequisite to an understanding of the
needs, problems and behaviour of the Jews in New Zealand,

b) a study of the community's growth in New Zealand, This



is considered essential for a true appreciation of the process of
assimilation,

¢) an attempt to assess statisically in the socio-econoumic
sphere the degree of integration of the Jewish eommunity to the host
society in the Auckland, Wellington and Christehurch Urban Areas, and
the distribution of soeio=economic characteristics within the Auekland
Urban Area of the Jewish community itself.

d) the yeview of another fom of adjustment illustreted iy
the religicus, educational and wvoluntary associations of the community
and the role of the Jewish press in the assimilation process,

In Chapter 1, the special significance of migration in the histoxy
of the Jewish people is considered in an attempt to provide some
historical perspective for the thesis, Chapter 2 eonsists of a brief
analysis of population change (growth and decline); the age, sex and
economic composition of the Jewish population; and its distribution
in space, Changes in these phenomena are studied and explanations
sought to account for the degree of, and reasons for change, Statis-
tical indices are developed where possible to compare Jewish and New
Zegland population distributions,

The basic assumption behind Chapter 5 is that integration is not
a "blenket process" but varies from place to place and frem one socio-
economie characteristic to another, Thus, the degree of adjustment is
assessed in the Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch Urban Areas and
in different localities in the Auckland Urban Areas The indices used
are: spatial (locational), demographic (age-sex composition, marital
status), and economie (oscupational, industrial and income distributions),
These indices were chosen for two main reasons, viz, their availability,
and the fact that they represent significant variables of the socio-



economic basis of any population,

It is to be expected that group sentiments will be communicated and
reinforced by social intersourse, Chapter 5 therefore investigates the
role of Jewish religious, educational and voluntary organizations, and
Chapter 6 the role of the Jewish press in the assimilation process,
Chapter 7 provides a summary of the conclusions presented in the body
of the thesis and considers evidence for and against the survival of the
Jewish community in New Zealand,

The author wishes to take this opportunity to thank her supervisor
Mr AJD. Trlin for his interest and guidance during the writing of this
thesis, and also My E,.C,R., Warr for his interest and help with the
guestionnaire survey, Grateful acknowledgement is made to Mr R, Nelson
and the staff of the New Zealand Statistics Department (Lower Hutt) for
the hours spent abstracting Hebrew statistical data from unpublished
census material, Gratitude is extended to all those Jewish persons
who so willingly gave their time and assistance when approached on cer-
tain matters. PFinally, & vote of thanks is due to Miss J, Clewer for the
typing of this thesis, and my husband for his constant help and
encouragement,

Zootnotes
1. For example:
Thompson, R., 1963, 16.
Hayper, A.G. in an introduction to Lochore, R.A., 195%, 5,
2. Trlin, A.D. in Thomson, K.W, and Trlin, A.D, (ed.), 1970, 196,
3. Price, CiA., 1964, T.



1.
CHAPTER ONE

THE JEWISH BACKGROUND

"The significance of migration for the fate of the Jewish people
is unigue; for no other people has migration played so deecisive

a ralo."1

Aocording to Wirth, tradition, scripture and early church law pro=
vided evidence that prior to the Crusades Jews migrated freely into
Italy, Spain, Gemmany, France, England, up through Asia Minor and the
Causasus to the shores of the Caspian and Black Seas.® In all these
countries during the Dark Ages the Jews lead lives of transience and un-
certainty, Generally, however, they experienced political freedom and
lived on friendly temms with their neighbours of other faiths,

Reaction in the form of persecution set in during the first Crusade
of 1096, Then, for proteection, the Jews turmed to the popes and emper-
ors, those in authority able to intervene on their behalf, A relation-
ship developed in which the Jew acquired status and security in the feue
dal society and the mler a source of revenue, The Jews became servi
gamerae, servants of the chamber, and in time, wvirtually the tax collect-
ors for the rulers, They proved themselves so desirable that emperors
in finagncial distress often found it expedient to sell the privilege of
protecting the Jews, which meant to tax them, to some prince or churchman,
Thus, in 1263 the Jews of Worms became the possession of the Bishop of
Speyer, and in 1279 those of Strassburg and Basle were transferred to the
Bishop of Basle.

In a number of ways the Jews were secparated from their neighbours,
Even before the days of the compulsory ghettos they lived in separate
neighbourhoods epncentrated around the symbel of their distinctive re-
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ligious belief, the synagogue. Each community was fully corporate,

autonomous and self-governing, Laws were passed, taxes collected,

and punishments inflicted, Their manner of dress end general appear—
ance, common language and strange customs, and above all their basie
difference of religious belief alienated them from their Gentile con-
temporaries, In addition, the Jew had an economic status distinet
from that of the rest of the population, As a stranger and belonging
to a distinct class he was admirebly suited to the role of merchant and
banker shunned by the Christisn population.

East European Jewry

Prior to the eighteenth century a fundamental unity existed between
Eastern and Westem Jewxy. For a time the East could be described as a
cultural dependency of the West, ThaPﬂi‘hJ-mhilms}mdm
mmnmmmm.ﬁ-dmms Rabbis were
appointed, laws passed, religious ritual and education decided upon and
taxes proclaimed, The frequent settlement of Jews in villages where
they engaged in famming, and the more varied fields of economic activity
available in the towns was a particular feature of Eastem Jewry., Some
engaged in trades and handicrafts, others participated in economic activie
ties including the leasing of crown and shlakhte™ estates with the right
of distilling and selling spinituous liquor,

During the mid seventeenth century, however, the relative prosperity
enjoyed by the East Eurcpean Jew came to an end when periodic massacres by
mcm’um«m«tu‘m During the latter part of
the eighteenth, the entire nineteenth and part of the twentieth century
the Pale of settlement/insngurated within the Russisn Empive and parts of
Poland, The Jews were restricted to certain provinces and within these
provinces to certain localities, partieularly the tomns and cities,.
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Exclusion from public life, from many occupations, from popular edu=

cation and the universities followed, Social and economic decline
set in; the masses became ignorant and superstitous in their leaming
and culture, During this specific period at least, the ghetto life of
the East was more confining and isolating than that of the West, The
East Eurcpean ghetto persisted long after the Westem ghetto had vanishe
ed, and the Jews of the West had come to share in the cultural life of
the Western European peoples,

Enlightenment

During the latter half of the eighteenth century the impact of the
Enlightenment and Capitalism struck the Jews, Influenced partly by the
development of commerce and industry, which removed some of the stigma
of the usurer from the Jew and fagilitated many centacts, the people of
the West came to see him in a new social and economic light, BEast Euro-
pean "Enlightenment" for the Jew was, however, a govermment programme,
Jews were foreibly recruited into the amy, converted to Christianity and
forced to abandon their distinctive dress and appearance., Such persecution
naturally resulted in heightened ritualism and provineialism,

Within the Jewish communities themselves a number of forces were in-
strumental in breaking dowm the ghetto walls, Nationalism was one such
foroe, In the East this took the form of a neo~Hebraic Renaissance in
which plays, poems, scientific, political and religious treatises began to
appear in Hebrew, Efforts to settle the Jews on the land by the Russian
government encouraged the nationalistic movement, In the West, many
Jewish intellectuals unaccepted in Buropean society retumed to their
pecple enthusiastic about the movement to establish a Jewish nation,

Other Jews attempted to find fyeedom by political and soecial revolution,
Movements developed such as those associated with the names of Karl Marx
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end Ferdiinand Lassalle, New forms of expression such as Bundism,
Reform Judaism and Conservative Judaism arose, adding new dimensions to
Jewish existence. Whereas in the past Judaism and Jewishness were come
pletely synonomous, Judaism became merely one element in a new totality
called Jewishness defined as "the sum total of the many varied ways in
which people called Jews wish to identify as such",’

Under the impact of such forces the ghetto walls gredually dissolv-
ed, Liberalism meant individual rights and the Jews were to be treated
as individual members of the human race with eivil, legal and pelitical
rights, 1In the economie sphere early capitalism by encouraging in-
dividusl initistive and competition helped to stimulate the growdh of
individualism end bresk down Jewish autonomy, The Jews rather than re-
lying on their gommunity for support as in the past, made their own bid
for economis success, The spread of religious doubt and greater contact
among Gentiles helped shatter the bonds of dependence, Even Russian
Jewry wes revolutionised, albeit at a much slower pace.

Migretion

Along with this general awakening and search for new opportunities
in 1life began a new stream of migration, During the past one hundred and
fifty years a world wide dispersion of Jewry has taken place, In the
first balf of the nineteenth eentury German Jews emigrated in great mumbers;
in the second half when Capitalism became intensive in Russia, the Polish
provinces and Hungary, Jewish emigration from Bastemn Burope predominated
while the number of emigrants from Gemany decreased, From 1840-1945
about 3,300,000 Jews (approximately 85 percent of all Jewish migrants)
migrated into American countries, Through natural increase the 3,300,000
imnigrants became more than five and a half million, Two other centres,
Palestine and South Africs, may also be charecterised as major recipient
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centres of Jewish migration., Of more than 600,000 Jewish migrants to

countries other than Amerieca, about 400,000 went to Palestine and about
75,000 to South Africa.

The forees of Enlightenment initiated the nineteenth century stream
of migration and decline of Europe as the centre of world Jewry, but
Hitler and Nazism added impetus to the flow and almost liguidated the
centre, In those Eurcpean countries occupied by Hitler where the local
population had played an active role in the massacre of Jews, the retum-
ing post-war remnants were often met with such hatred that flight again
was necessary. Since 1948, Israel has received 80,6 percent of the total
Jewish immigrants. Within the last one hundred and fifty years New Zea=
land has been one of the many countries receiving only small numbers of
these Jewish migrents.

Sonclusion

Prior to the Buropean Emancipation, world Jewry constituted a "tradi-
tional society". Its existence was based upon a common body of knowledge
and values handed down from the past. In the context of Eurcpean society
the Jews were treated as aliens and not citisens, eonfined in separate
residential areas, and boum‘u of their refusal to accept Christianity be-
came the butt of strong hostility from the pecple. Judaism in this so-
eiety was a complete way of life permeating dress, speech, religion and law;
in fact all the basic details of day to day existence, Initially an off-
shoot of West Europe, the Jews of Eastern Europe were gharacterised by a
concentration in the backward rural areas of settlement and consequently
traditionalism and ritualism was harder to break. Even today, this is
apparent in the greater assimilatory potential of the Westem European Jew,

Enlightenment and Capitalism revelutionised and revitalised world
Jewry stimulating the growth of individualism and initiating the breakdown
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of Jewish autonomy, New political, social and economie equality

stimulated the Jew to search for new opportunities and new homes, This
ecentury, Hitler and Nasism added impetus to the world wide dispersion of
Jewxy.

While the religious tradition was strong the Jewish immigrant had to
participate in the life of the Jewish community to whiech he had migrated.
For example, his new neighbours made up the ms. which he required for
public prayer, and the community owned the cemetery where he would have to
purchase his burial plet., Integration into the commnity was the only
choice available to the immigrant and hence migretion reinforced a sense
of kinship, Today, however, with Judaism divided into competing doct-
rines, which in some instances are all rejected by secularly minded Jews,
there is little that religion ean do to emphasize for the immigrants their
intexdependence, Certainly, in this century, persecution and the estab-
lishment of the State of Israel have contributed significantly to the
perpetuation of a sense of.!n.tlhunityzntluuupomg But in this
era of assimilation migration has ceased to achieve positively what it
eould accomplish in earlier years,

Zootnotes
1. Lestschinsky, J., in L, Pinkelstein (ed.), 1949, 1542,
2, Wirth, L., 1928, 11,
3+ kahal - community
b shlakhta - the landed nobility
5 Cossacks - military peasant bands
6. Museovites ~ citisens uflom.
7. Medding, P.Y., 1968, 13.
8. minyan - a quorum of ten male Jewish worshippers over the age of
thirteen necessary for reeiting certain congregational prayers,
9. Diaspora - the dispersion of the Jews,



CHAPTER TWO "
THE NEW ZEALAND JEWISH COMMUNITY 4810-1966.

"An understanding of the growth of the community is as

vital to the process of assimilation :* the structure

and functions of the community today.

Demography may be defined as the empirical, statistical and mathe-
natical study of human populiitions.” Three broad phenomena are studied;
population change (growth and decline), the composition of the population,
and the distribution of population in space, The processes of fertility,
mortality, marriage, migration and social mobility (change in social
status or condition) are the mechanisms of change constantly at work withe
in the population detemmining its size, composition and distribution,
Changes in these phenomena over time are studied and explanations sought
to account for the degree of, and reasons for change, It is felt there-
fore, that a demogrephie analysis of the New Zealand Jewish community,
18401966, will enable "an understanding of the growth of the community"
to be obtained,

Demographie techniques consist of well established procedures of
statistical methodology and applied mathematies, whish in recent years
have come to be known as the "demographic methodology®. Sources of data
inclnde national population censuses, registration systems and often data
from other administrative operations, The following demographic analysis
of the foundations and growth of New Zealand Jewry is based on statistical
informmation derived from New Zealand census records and supplemented by
relevant background details from the works of Goldman and Loshore.” The
oensus statistics are seriously limited in that official Jewish statistics
for New Zealand began in 1858 (Statistics of the Colony of New Zealand),
although the first Jewish settler arrived in 1831, Alsec, more statistics
are printed for foreigners by country of birth and nationality rether then
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race or religion so that gaps in basic statistical eategories occur for

the Jew, Discussion has therefore necessarily been confined to the
growth, age, sex and economie composition of the early Jewish population,
and its spatial distribution throughout New Zealand,

The Index of Dissimilarity has been used in this and subsequent
shapters to compareJewish and New Zealand population distributions. The
Index represents the percentage of the Jewish population that would need
to relocate in order to attain the same distribution as the New Realand
population, For the Index, sero (0) would indicate complete similarity
and 100 complete dissimilarity of distribution pattems with the New Zea-
land population,

(1) NEW ZEALAND JEWISH POPULATION GROWI

Recorded Jewish settlement in New Zealand dates from the establishment
of British sovereignty in 1840, although even prior to this several Jewish
treders were actively engaged in the Bay of Islands (Plate 1), By 1858
New Zealand's Jewish population numbered 188,

Table 1 illustrates the growth of New Zealand Jewry from 1858-1966,
Periods of growth are marked and correspond, with the exception of the post-
World War II increase, to specific waves of immigration, New Zealand
Jewry increased by 563.3 percent (i,e, 1,059 persons) between 18611867
as a result of the gold rushes and then remained largely static until
the arrival of the Russian Jews during the last decade of the nineteenth
and first decade of the twentieth centuries.
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TABLS I
IDIOREY POPULATION OF NEW ZEALAND, 1858+1966

I ]
oo | NN Pegdie B |
1858 188
1867 1,247 1,059 563429
1878 1,42, m 14019
1286 1,559 135 ekl |
189% 1,549 A0 |
1906 1,867 ne 20453 |
1916 2,345 47 25460 |
1926 2,50 6 1049 |
1936 2,653 62 2039
1945 3470 o7 30e79
| 1956 3,623 353 10,17
‘ 1966 &0, 281 Te35

Sourees: Statistics of the Colony of New Zealand, 1050-1064
lew Zeoland Pepulation Consug, 1871-1966

Botwoen 1916 and 1936 a prodoninantly natural increase of 12,9 per=
cent was recorded, This low figure corvesponds to the New Zealand
national dowwand trend in the birthrate during this tinme and may be
accounted for largely lty the econonic doprossion, Eurcpean refugoces
fleeing from Nasi persecution arvived during the peried 1934=1945 and
were responsible for the 30,8 percent ingroase to New Zealand Jowlish
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figures between 1936 and 1944, Between 1945 and 1966 New Zealand

Jewry increased by 17.5 percent, a natural increase slightly larger than
that of the 1916-1936 period.

Jewish population growth has, therefore, been almost econtimuous in
New Zealand since the arrival of the first settlers, although never
exaotly proportional to the growth of the total New Zealand population,
Only 0,154 percent of New Zealand's total population in 1966 consisted
of Jewish persons, 0,204 percent in 1916, and 0,162 percent in 1858,
The peak Jewish contribution was 0,31 percent in 1878, These New Zea=
land proportions are considerably lower than those indicated by Price
for Austrelian Jewsy;® 0.56 percent of the total populstion in 1961,
0.39 percent in 1991, and 0,57 percent in 1841,
Eactors Responsible for Growth

There were three sources from which an increase of population was
possible; namely, net migretion (excess of overseas arrivals over de-
partures), natural increase (excess of births over deaths), and net con-
version (in New Zealand, the surplus of converts to Judaism over those
lapsed Jews or those embracing a non-Jewish religion). In New Zealand,
data pertaining to these factors is negligible, Arrivals are classified
by country of birth, nationality and race rather than religion, Birth
and death statistics by religion are non-existent, Baptismal and burial
figures which may at times act as substitutes for birth and death stat-
istiocs were unobtainable and there were no adequate statisties of con-
verts to or from other faiths,

Relevant informmation has therefore been abstracted from Goldman's

ad and Loshore's Frem Europe to New
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Immigration

Jewish immigration into New Zealand ean be divided into four major
waves, This wave-like motion correlates directly with the economic and
political conditions in the country of origin and New Zealand, as well as
restrictive legislation in New Zealand and changes in Jewish aspirations,

The first wave of Jewish settlers arrived during the early years of
the eolony's foundation, 184,0-1860, eoming almost completely from Eng-
land where Edward Gibbon Wakefield had aroused interest in New Zealand
as a suitable country for colonisation., Among the early settlers was
& London Jew, Abreham Hort (senior), who in January 1843 arrived with
his family to join his two sons at Port Nicholson, It may be postu-
lated that his regular correspondence with the weekly London Jewish
Joumal the Voice of Jacob, pointing out the benefits of emigration to
New Zealand, also econtributed to the slow but steady stream of immi-
gration in the 1840's and 1850's, The editor of the Voice of Jacob
was, according to Goldman, aware of London's depressed conditions and
strongly supported Hort's arguments for emigration to the new colony.

The discovery of gold in 1861 in the Province of Otago heralded the
second wave of Jewish immigration and settlement in New Zealand, Thou~
sands of miners arrived from Viectoria and New South Wales where the gold~
fields around Ballarat, Bendigo and Bathurst were gradually beeoming less
luerative. The majority of the 921 Jews who came between 1861 and 1867
(with the gold seckers) were merchants and treders aiming to supply the
miner with his needs. They emigrated mainly from England and the German~
Polish border.

The persecution of Jews in Russia precipitated the third wave of Jew-
ish migretion to New Zealand. Details are rether hasy, but it would

asppear that New Zealand received a number of Russian Jews around the tum
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of the century, During the latter quarter of the nineteenth century

the persecution of Jews in Russia resulted in many appeals to wordd
Jewxy for their relief, 1In 1891, when pogroms and oppressive legis-
lation were particulerly violent, the sympathy of the Parlisment of New
Zealand for the Jews of Russia resulted in a memorial of protest sent by
the Speaker of the House to the Czar of Russia, However, when in 1893
news was received that 500 destitute Russian Jews were being sent to New
Zealand by the London Jewish anthorities, protests were at once raised
all over the colony, engendered partly because of lack of knowledge and
understanding of the Jew, and partly because of the fear of competition
in a time of depression, Trades and Labour Council resolutions were
forwarded $o the Premier who instructed the Agent-General in London to
assist in preventing Russian Jews being sent toNew Zealand, Neither
the New Zealand Parlisnentary Debates nor Appendices to the Joumal of
3he House of Representatives at this time indisate that these instructe
dons were acted upon, However, Goldman recorded that 12 Russian Jews
migrated to Wellington in 4882, and that the Dunedin Congregation
agreed to ascept five migrants on trial,” and Loshore states that the
1916 census recorded 1,242 persons of Russian birth, the majority of
Mmlﬂ.‘

The first Jewish refugees associated with the fourth wave of
immigration began to arrive in 19343 these were Centyal Buropeans
fleeing from Nasi eppression. Lochore in an analysis of data from
alien registrations (only those refugees above 16 years of age were re=-
corded) stated that 1,099 Centrel Burcpean aliens settled in New Zealand
betwoen 1934 end 1941.7 Prestically all the refugees had Jewish assoei~
ations of some sort.

Their asceptanse by the New Zealand pecple was mixed, From 1930
on New Zealand sympathisers with Nasism, influenced by Gemman propa~
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ganda, began to publish anti-semitic literature, The President of the

Augkland Division of the British Medical Association wanted the initiation
of protective measures to safeguard against an influx of Jewish doctors.
The New Zealand Dental Association was equally outspoken, New Zealand
Government poliay was uncompromising, Goldman reported the Prime Minis-
ter as stating in reply to a League of Nations branch deputation, "our
first duty 45 to the British people”.’ The Prime Ninister sontinued
that the Goverment was opposed to mass migration and would deal only
with individual cases through the Minister of Customs. Intemal economio
problems had to be remedied before large scale immigration could be in-
stituted, The Government did not waver in this attitude despite re-
guests from responsible organisations urging it to adopt a more reason=-
able and humane policy towards the refugees. The Twelfth Annual Con~
ference of the Dominion Council of the League of Nations Union, the Well-
ington Synod of the Methodist Church of New Zealand, the Bishop of Chi-
chester in England, Pr, G.K. Allen-Bell, and others, called upon New Zea-
land to accept more EBurcpean refugees. There can be little doudbt that
fear and Faseist propaganda were suceessful in restricting the number of
refugees who arrived in New Zealand, Lochore analysed and recorded the
prior nationalities of the 1,05} refugees remaining in 1945 as follows:
Geman 507, Austrian 248, Csechoslavak 121, Polish 81, Hungarian 72 and
others 25, (Prior nationalities were reconded becsuse many of the
Austrians and Csechoslavaks in partiocular were required to exchange their
previous travel doouments for Gemman passports before the Gestapo would
grant them exit permits, whilst others arrived with papers showing them
stateless),
Natural Incregse and Net Conversion

Given the lack of statistics it is only possible to assume that in
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periods when immigration was particularly sparse, Jewish population

growth was, in the main, the result of natural increase. Following the
outworking of the goldfields an increase of 23.7 percent between 1867 and
1896 was recorded, almost all due o natural increase. The low birth
rate in the late 1880's and early 1890's was the result of economic de-
pression, and Jewish populstion drops were experienced between 18674187
and 18811891, Between the Russian and refugee waves of immigration
New Zealand Jewry grew by 12.9 percent (1916-1936)., Mobilisation and
the diversionof female labour into industry during the two World Wars
and the depression of the early 19350's may account for this low rate of
increase. Total New Zealand population figures indicate a domward trend
in the birthrete between 1876 and 1936 precisely for the reasons just
emumerated, Since 1945, New Zealand's Jewish population has increased
%0 a total of 4,104 persons (1966), an increase of 17.5 percent or aver-
age anmal increase of 30 per annum, This increase has probably re-
sulted from a reversal of wartime factors, namely, increased demobiliza-
tion, the withdrawal of females from the labour market, economic stability
end a security which many of the Jewish people had not experienced for
some years.

It has not been possible to obtain statistics of converts from other
faiths, or conversely, those lapsing or being sonverted from Judaism, It
may be postulated, however, that with the foundatien of Liberal Congrega~
tions in New Zealand a rise in the rate of conversion of non-Jewish marri-
age partners is likely.

(2) AGE AND SEX CHARACTERISTICS

In any demogrephic analysis of a conmunity age and sex data is of
particular significance as it is indicative of future population trends,
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Male - Femgle Sex Ratios

Table II illustrates the steady decline in the number of surplus
Jewish males; 172 males per 100 females in 1858, to 93 males for every
400 females in 1966, The picture is a similar one for the New Zealand
population; namely 131 males per 100 females in 1858 and 100 males for
every 100 females in 1966, In both instances the latter ratios are
consistent with those of a nommally bglanced populgtion, However,
whereas the New Zealand population had a 50:50 male~female ratio by
1916, this did not oecur for the Jewish population until 20 years later
in 1936, The refugee influx may possibly have helped to balance the
Jewish ratio. The preponderance of males in the early years is a
common feature in a newly settled territoxy and is associated with the
diffieulties and hardships of pioneering and accentuated by the charact-
er of the early industries. For instance, those attracted to the gold~
fields were generally young single men in the 20-40 age group.

The initial male~female imbalance had severe consequences for the
Jewish population of New Zealand in the fomm of intemmarriage. Articles
published in the New Zealand Jewish Chyonicle, at various times between
1930 and 1969, indicate that intemmarriage continues to be the cause of
some concem within the New Zealand Jewish comminity.'® Although the
sex ratio is evenly balanced the smallness of the community limits the
choice of spouse to the extent that marriage to a Gentile or travel over-
seas to find a Jewish partner are alternatives considered.

Rosenthal, following an analysis of Jewish figures im Washington,
U.S.A., underlines the significance of intemarriage. In at least 70
percent of the mixed families in Greater Washington the children are not
brought up as Jews, Thus, intemmarriage usually means the end of belong-
ing to the Jewish group. The Washington data also shows that the inter-
marriage rate rises from spproximately 1.0 percent for the first generation
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(the immigrants) to 10,2 percent for the native bom of foreign

parentage, and third and subsequent muutim"

TABLE II
MALE~-FEMALE RATIO PER 100 OF THE NEW ZEALAND AND HEBREW

POPULATIONS, 1858 - 1966,

-
| Census Year | New Zealand | Hebrew Male- | New Zealand | New Zealand
Hebrew Pop~ | Female %s Population | Male-Female
ulation %a
1858 188 64136 61,22, 57343
1867 1,247 64:36 218,668 60:40
1886 1,559 55845 578,482 Sl 26
1896 15549 52:48 703,360 53147
1906 1,867 53147 888,578 53147
1916 2,344 51:49 1,099,499 50150
4926 2,591 52148 1,344,469 51:49
1936 2,653 50150 1,573,810 52:48
1945 3:470 49:5% 1,702,298 51:49
1956 3,823 49:51 2,174,062 50:50
1966 4,908 49:51 2,676,919 50:50

Souree: N ngus 1858-1966,

Age-sex distribution data is available for New Zealand Jewry from
1916 through to 1966 (Figs 1 and 2). Sound distributions would involve
gradually deereasing percentages for each advancing age group, The
pyramids representing 1916, 1926 and 1936 illustrate the slightly "top
heavy' or over-aged nature of the sommunity, Factors operating to
eause this were possibly the conditions associated with the two World
Wars (i.e, troops departing overseas, mobilization, diversion of female
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labour into industry, and consequent disruption of home life) and the

economiec recession of the inter~war period., It is to be expected
that by 1945 the bulk of the new refugee population would have settled
sufficiently €0 start establishing new homes and families, This does
not, however, appear to have occurred, The 1945, 1956 and 1966 pyra-
mids illustrate even lower proportions of Jewish youth in the under 20
years of age group.

Writers such as Ruppin and Price 2 have noted that Jewish birth-
rates are lower than those for the rest of the population, Chapter 3
provides evidence that in 1966 this is not so for New Zealand. How-
ever, the age~sex strugtures suggest that prior to that date this may
well have been the case. Various reasons suggested for low Jewish
birthrates inelude the fact that the Jew is basically an urban dweller
and has a birthrate consistent with other urban families, lower marriage
rates than those for the general population, and an “unusually strong desire
for economio security and for handing on a substantial inheritance to
each oht1a",'?

Fig 2 provides a comparison of the age distribution of New Zealand
Jewxy with that of the total population for 1966, At that date, 28,0
percent of the Jewish population was under 20 years of age compared with
M.7 pereant of the total population; 27.9 percent were in the 20-2) age
group compared with a New Zealand percentage of 36.5; and 29.3 percent
wore in the 46~6l age group compared with 16.3 percent for New Zealand,

In 1966, the Hebrew birthrate was 0,8 below that of the totel popu~
lation for the Urban Areas of Auckland, Wellington and Christehurch,'
If this represents a new trend, the potential or capacity for the growth
of New Zealand's Jewish population in the younger age groups is strong
(this of course is alse dependent upon other factors such as marriage
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FIG 2

AGE-SEX STRUCTURES FOR THE HEBREW AND
TOTAL POPULATION, 1966
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rates), It is vitally important that this should oecur, as in the

past migration has played the most significant role in the population
growth of New Zealand Jewry. Since 1949, Jewish aspiretions have
turned to the State of Israel and there is little hope for future im-
migrant waves to provide the traditional demogrephic revitalisation,

(3) DISTRIBUTION OF NEW ZEALAND JEWRY
Erovingigl Distribution

At no stage have the Jewish people been distributed evenly throughe
out New Zealand (Table ITI). The Auckland province with a Jewish popu~
lation of 63.8 pereent in 1858, retained until 1896 the greater pro-
portion of New Zealand Jewish settlers. The inereased density of
settlement 4n the Wellington provinee at the latter date may be traced
initially to the selection of Wellington City as capital of New Zealand
in 1865. Following the New Zealand population trend, from 1880 on-
wards the Jews 4n the South Island began to trickle to the North Island,
80 that together the two dominant areas of Jewish settlement (Auckland
and Wellington) held in 1896, 52.8 percent of the Jewish population,
T7+4 percent in 1926, 82.6 percent in 1945, and 85.6 percent in 1956.

Provineial population peaks in Otago (186)), Westland (1871), end
Nelson (1871), may be equated with the various gold strikes, By 1870
the West Coast gold rush had ended and the miners streamed back to the
Canterbury provinge, and Christehurch in partieular.



TABLE III

DISTRIBUTION OF THE NEW ZEALAND HEBREW PCPULATION BY PROVINCES, 1858-1956, AND STATISTICAL AREAS, 1966

Frouinbe No.1 58% ]No.‘laﬁ% Ho.1871% No.1886% _ﬁB-@%‘}i | No'.j?%% N°.1936%___.‘__ﬁ6_.12¢h55_£ No.1956'"a' iio.1%6%""
Aucklend 120 (60,6 252 264 | 423 (33.5 | 426(27.3| 386|2h.9| 997|38.5| 9693645 (1,352 38.9 (1,685 bk (1,901 &5-3
Hawke's Bay 3| 145 2| 0.2 9| 0.7 | 37| 24| 3| 2.0 79| 3.0 79 3.0/ 79 2.0 75[1.9] 102| 2.5
Taranaki 0| 0.0 13|14 0| 0.0 15| 0.9| 18| 1.2| 39| 1.5 23| 0.9| 13 O.k| 25| 0.7 7| 0.2
Wellington 38(19.2| 53| 5.5| 113| 8.9 | 268|17.2| 432|27.91,006(38.8/1,119(42.1 1,517 43.7|1,587 b1.5(1,669|40.5
Marlborough 0| 0.0| 38 3.9 6| 0.5 0| 0.0 0 0.0 2| 0.4 2| 04 2 0.4 7/ 0.2 9| 0.2
Nelson 18| 91| 5k 5.6 95| 7.5| 33| 24| 43| 2.8 29 1.4 17| 0.6 22 0.6/ 19| 0.5 24| 0.6
Westland 0| 0.0 0| 0.0 | 179|14e2| 94| 6.0 61| 3.9 11| 0 8| 0.3 L 0.4 9| 0.2 2| 0.4
Canterbury 18| 9.1 N| 9.5 144|11.5| 2BB|1B.6| 252(16.3| 200| 7.7! 222| 8.4 307 8.9 279! Tk 27| 6.7
Otago 1| 0.5| 428 44.9| 288|22.8| 398/25.5| 326/21.0) 209 8.2 190 7.3 169 4.9 124 3.2 101 2.5
Total 198| 100 955100 1,262/100 |1,559/100 |1,5k9(100 !2,591:'1ooi2,653 100 | 3,470 100 3,523'100 | b,40L(100

Sources: Statistics of the Colony of New Zealand 1858 -~ 1864

New Zealand Census of Population 1671 - 1966

‘e
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Table IV compares the distribution of Hebrew and New Zealand

population by Provinces for 1926 and 1945 and Statistical Areas for 1966.
TABLE IV

DISTRIBUTICN OF THE HEBREW AND TOTAL POPULATICN BY
PROVINCES (1926, 1945) AND STATISTICAL AREAS (1966)

! 1926 1945 el
| Total | | % Total | g
Provinces | Population Hebrews| differ- Population| Hebrews differ-

' % % ence % % ence

j Auckland 31 0 w.s + 7.5 35.5 ﬁ.g :+ 30&

[ I‘Iﬂh's Bﬂy 7.11- 5-0 - 1!-010- 6.8 2,0 :- 1{--8
Taranaki 501 1.5 - 5.6 | "I-OS Ooll' | - L
Wellington 20.0 38.8 | +18.8 | 205 L3.7  +23.2

| nn‘lbwm ' 1 -3 0.1 -1 02 1 -2 0.0 i“ 1.2
Nelson 2.9 11 = 1.8 2.7 0.6 = 2.1

| Wﬁﬂﬂand 1 -5 0.‘}- - 14 1 tzl- 0.1 |- 1 03

. Canterbury 15.5 7.7 = 7.8 14.7 8.8 = 5.9

| Otaso 1006 811 | - 2.5 8.11- 1!-09 |- 3-5 |

. Southland L.6 ] 0.7 | = 3.9 Lot 0 | = 3.7 |
Index of dis- ; | '

sintlerity | | | 26.3 26,6 |
l | : -
A
— 1566
Statistical Total %
Areas Population Hebrews differ-
5 % ence
Northland 3.5 0.2 = 3.3 |
Central Auckland 22.9 42.9 +20,0
South Auck-Bay of Ply 14.5 3e2 =113
East Coest 1.8 Ouli =1 |
Hawke's Bay L.7 24 - 2.6
Taranaki 3.8 0.2 = 3.6 ‘
Wellington 19.6 LO.6 | +21.0
m:.hm 437 0.2 |= 0.9 '
Nelson 2.5 006 - 109
Westland 009 0-1 - O.B
Can'hl‘bm 1‘!-00 607 - 7'3
Otago 6.9 2.5 |= hob |
Southland 3.8 0.3 = 3.5 |
Index of dis- [
similarity o

The change from province to statistical area occurred at the
1961 census.

Source: New Zesland Census of Population 1926, 1945, 1966
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A econtinuing congentration of the Jewish population in the Central

Auekland and Wellington Statistical Areas is evident for 1966, The
Jewish population is particularly over-represented in the Wellington
Province and Statistical Area eomparéd with the New Zealand population
for the three years indicated, The division of the Auckland Province
into the three Statistical Areas of Northland, Central Auckland and
South Auekland - Bay of Plenty highlights the specific area of Jewish
ooncentration in Central Auckland and accounts for the increased index
of dissimilarity for 1966 (A1.0 percent compared with 26,3 percent and
26.6 percent for 1926 and 1945 respectively). With the exception of
Central Auckland and Wellington the Jewish population is under-repre~
sented to varying degrees in all other Provinces and Statistical Arecas,
Urben Distribution

Urban concentration is a common feature of Jewish groups through-
out the world, Percentage differences showing the over-representation
of Jewish urban population in comparisén with the total New Zealand
urban population have been saleoulated for the years 1926, 1945 and 1966,
and are presented in Fable V,

TABLE V
URBANISATION OF JEWS IN NEW ZEALAND, 1926, 1945 and 1966,
Year Jews resident |Total population Percentage

in urban areas| resident in differences
% urban areas
%
1926 89.0 52.4 *”0‘
19465 92.4 56.9 +35.5
1966 M9 . 624 +32.5

Source: New Zealand Populakion Census, 1926, 1945 and 1966.
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With over-representations of 36,6 percent, 35.5 percent and 32.5 per-

oent respectively (Table V), the marked urban concentration of the New
Zealand Jew becomes apparent.

In 1926 and 1945, 85.7 percent and 89,1 percent respectively of the
Jews settled in the Auckland Province resided in the Augkland and Hamile
ton Urban Areas.’” In 1966, 942 percent of the Jews settloed in the
Statistical Areas of Northland, Centrel Auckland and South Auckland -
Bay of Plenty (roughly equivalent in size to the 1926 and 1945 Province
of Auekland) lived in the Auckland and Hamilton Urban Areas. A high de~
gree of urbanisation has also been maintained in the Wellington Provinee
and Statistical Area with 93.4 percent of the Jews residing in the
Wellington and Palmerston North Urban Areas in 1926, 9.8 percent in
1945, and 94.0 pervent in 1966, Similarly in Canterbury, 94.0 percent
of the Jews resided in the Christchurch and Timaru Urban Areas in 1926,
98,0 percent in 1945 and 94.8 percent in 1966, The Auckland and Welling-
ton Urban Areas have always contained the greatest coneentration of urban
Jewry in New Zealand, In 1966, 72.9 percent of the 9.9 percent of New
Zealand's Jewish population living in an urban area resided in Auckland
and Wellington,

Reasons for this urban concentration are related to the Jewish
history of urban living and to the type of oecupations charecteristically
engaged in by the Jew, Personal commnication with New Zealand Jews
has also confimmed that many choose to live in the larger gentres to en~
able their children to receive seme Jewish education and marry within the
Jewish faith,

(4) THE ECONOMIC STRUCTURE
It has been suggested that the economic structure of a small minor~
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ity will differ substantially from that of the majority population,'®

In the first instance, choice of oscupation will be limited by the range
of economio oppertunities open in the new country, and in the second, Ly
the specific heritage (edusational, technological and esonomie back-
grounds) of the immigrents, Thus, it is unlikely that a small minority
will attain the diversity involved in the complete economis structure of
the total population. Also, the general desire for echesion evident
in a minordty, besomes inthe economic sphere a desire to be concentrated
in selected industries, ocecupations and classes of economis status.
This section has been divided into two subesections; New Zealand
Jewish Economie Strueture, 184,0-1925, based on the available literary
evidence, and New Zealand Jewish Economic Structure 1926-1945 based en
New Zealand eensus data. (Since 1945, Jewish economie statistics have

not been inoluded in ecensus publications).

The available literaxy evidence suggests that the pioneer Jewish
eitizens were men of strong personality and charmoter, with the commer-
eial asumen of their rece, keen enough to see the possibilities of de-
velopment in the young colony. In the initial stages of settlement
Jews were predominantly shopkeepers, aucticneers and hotel-keepers.
J.8. Polask, David Nathen, J.I. Mentefiove, M, Asher, B, Keesing and
J.He Moses along with others were prominent in the retadl trade, In
1842, Nathan and Joseph went into partnership as suctioneers and com-
mission agants. Charles Davis in Auckland attained prominence as an
suctioneer specialising in wool, kauri oil and gum, Solomon and
Philip Levy, M, Marks, Henzy Keesing (junior) and William Possennisicie
aghieved distinotion among Augkland's early Jewish publicans,

As capital, coredit and trade expanded, and population inoreased,
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many of the settlers embarked on the wholesale business, The ware~

houses of Bannatyre and Co, in Auckland (1842), and Bing Harris ILtd, in
Wellington (1852), were then and still are particularly important.
Jewish merchants such as these became an extremely powerful influence
in the development of trade, and the inorease of commercial pursuits
between England, Australia and New Zealand, The Jews founded some of
the first shipping eompanies. David Nathan along with his early mer=
chandise business, opened up trade between Mauritius, the South Sea Islands
and Japan. He retired in favour of his sons, in 1867, who developed
the firm (L.D, Nathen and Co.) into one of the biggest wholesale and
shipping businesses in New Zealand, Edward Isasecs participated in
the formation of the Auckland Shipping Co,, whigch later merged with the
New Zealand Shipping Co.

As indicated previously, the gold rushes of the 1860's brought a
sudden wave of settlers into the country. The occupations of the gold=-
field Jews served to enlarge the already existing Jewish occupational
strusture. Shopkeepers and merchants figure prominently in historical
records although some Jews were no doubt engaged in mining (Appendix B),
With the passing of the gold rushes many of the Jews retumed to the
l:rger urban centres where they continued in their retail and commercial

pursuits,
w 2

Table VI represents the only economic census data available for
the Hebrew popul-tion for 1926, 1936 and 1945, Particularly high con=
centrations, compared with the total population, are found in the cate-
gories, "Mamufacturing, Alteration and Repair” and "Commerce and Finance",
Reasons for this are not hard to find, For both sectors small entre~
preneurship is feasible, as heavy capital investment in personal training
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or commodities is not needed, and the heritage of the Jewish minority

has fawoured both the formation of useful links for the pursuit of
tyade and finange, and the skills involved in industry,.

Within the industrial division "Manufacturing, Alteration and Repair”
econcentrations are apparent, In 1926, 72.1 percent of the Jewish males
and 66,0 percent of the Jewish females wore employed in a subdivision
entitled "Mamufagture, repair and other procemses relating to dress”,
In 1936, 29,7 percent of the males and 15,4 percent of the females were
engaged in "Tailowing®, 4L2.3 percent of the males and 36,9 percent of
the females were employed in "Clothing and waterproof making" and a
further 20,0 percent of the females were engaged in "Dressmaking", The
trend eontinued in 1945 when 45,7 pereent of the males and 61,1 percent
of the females were employed in the "Manufactuye and repair of wearing
apparel”,

Specialisation within the industrial division "Commerce and Finance"
is also apparent. In 1926, of the two subdivisions "Property and
finange" and "Commerce", 89,7 percent of the males and 9.3 percent of
the females were employed in the latter eategory, Considerably more
subdivisions were named for 1936 and Jewish male concentrations of 31,8
perveent and 28,1 pereent cecurred in the subdivisions "Textiles, eloth=
ing, drepexy, hosiexy, habendashexy, hats, millinexy” and "Manufacturers'
sgents, merchants, indent agents or importers” respectively, In the
pame year Jewish female econgentrations of 5i.4 pervent ocogurred in the
"Cakes, bread, biseuits, pastxy and confectionary" section and 18,4
percent in the “Textiles, elothing, drepexy, millinexy ete," section,
Three subdivisions were detailed for 19,5 and Jewish male and female
percentages of 80,6 and 79,2 were represented respectively in the
"Wholesale and vetail trade” subdivision rether than in "Finance, banks,



TABLE VI

A COMPARISQN OF THE HEBREW AND TOTAL POPULATICN BY INDUSTRY DIVISICNS,
1926, 1936, 1945

1926 1936 1945
Total % Total % Total %
Industyy Division Popn. | Hebrew | differ- | Popn. Hebrew | differ=| Popn. Hebrew | differ=
% % ence % % ence A % ence

Fishing and Trapping Ok 0.0 - 0.4 0.4 0.0 - 0. 0.4 0. - 0.3
Agriculturael and Pastoral 18.9 1.8 | =17+ 24.5 2.1 -22.) | 18.8 2.2 | -16.6
Forestry 47 0t | =1.6 3537 0.3 | =14 0.9 0.4 | = 0.8
ms m Qming 1 .3 0.2 L 101 1&9 0-3 - 1 46 1 -2 0.0 - 102
Manufacture, Alteration

and Repair 13.5 26.5 +13.0 18.0 35.7 | M17.7 | 21.6 L9.1 +27.5
Building and Construction 6.8 2.4 - L.7 7.5 2.4 - 5 6.7 2.0 - 4.7
Gas, Water, Electricity no no no

Production and Supply 0.8 04 | = 0.4 data 0.3 - data data -
Transport and Communications 9.2 L8 | = Lo 10.3 342 - T 10.9 1.9 - 9.0
Commerce and Finance 27.7 L6.3 +8.6 16.6 38.8 +22.2 15.6 29.3 #13.7
Public Administration and

w’mm‘l 14-8 13.6 — 112 9-9 1067 + 008 18.7 12.7 - 6..0
P.rsmal md Dm‘m m 4.9 1'-.2 - 007 9-3 6.6 - 2-7 5-2 2.6 L 2.6
Totals 100.0 100.0 100.0 ! 100.0 100.0 100.0
Index of dissimilarity 3.6 41.0 r 4.2

Source: New Zealand Population Census, 1926, 1936, 1945.
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insurance” or "Agencies for other purposes®,

The total number of Jews employed in "Commerce and Finance" de~
clined considerably between 1926 and 1945: 4in 1926 there were 46.3 per-
cent, in 1936, 38.8 percent and in 1945, 29.3 percent in this diwision.
In tum there was a marked inerease in "Manufacturing, Alteration and
Repair” from 26.5 percent in 1926 to 35.7 percent in 1936 and 49.1 per-
cent in 1945. One must assume that the refugee influx (1936=1945) was
mainly absorbed into the industrial division "Manufacturing, Alteration
end Repaisft,

Whereas relatively eomparable percentages of Jews and New Zealand=-
ers were engaged in the "Publie Administration and Professional
division over the years, the minute proportions of Jewish people en~-
gaged in agriculture is significant. For centuries, political and
legal limitations have been placed on land ownership and use for the
Jew, and under suech conditions they could hardly acquire the necessary
agricultural skills and experience, In all other branches of the
economy the Jewish share is considerably lower than that of the total
population. Sugh branches as forestry, mining, transport and communie-
oations have often been government or large copporetion dominated, and
restrictions placed an the Jew.

The distinetive industrial structure cutlined for New Zealand
Jewxy prior to 1945, particularly the concentrations in specific sect-
ors of industry, commerce, finance and the professions, reflects the
specifiec heritage of the immigrants. It also reflects the felt need
for group solidarity and echesion evidenced by many immigrent
communities.
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(5) SUMMARY

The New Zealand Jewish community is a small community represent-
ing in 1966 a mere 0,154 percent of the total population., Population
growth has been, in the main, the result of migration in the form of
four major waves, In future, however, Jewish migration to New Zealand
will be limited and New Zealand Jewry must depend upon natural increase
for its continued growth. Although the 1945, 1956 and 1966 age-sex
structures illustrate an older-aged Hebrew population and under-repre-
sentation of persons in the younger reproductive age groups the
fertility retio in the Auekland, Wellington and Christelurch Urban
Areas for 1966 demonstrated that the Hebrew population is perhaps on
the threshold of increased growth by natural increase.

The settlement pattemm of New Zealand's Jews is predominantly urban.
Within the urban econcentration, the Auckland and Wellington urban areas
have, over the years, grown in significance until in 1966 they accounted
for 72,9 percent of the Jewish population, This urban pattem is a
common feature of world Jewry and reflects a long tradition of urban
eongentration,

Elements of distribution are reflected in the economic structure
of the New Zealand Jewish minority, A relationship exists between the
sconomis structure and Jewish eoncentration in lgrge cities. Oeccupation-
al ghoiee has further been limited both by the range of economic
epportunity in New Zealand, the specific heritage of the migrants, and
their desire for group solidarity. As a result the New Zealand Jewish
community prior to 1946 exhibited a distinet economie structure with
concentrations in specific sectors of industry, eommeree, finance and
the professions and small proportions engaged in all other sectors.
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16, Kutmnets, S., in L. Pinkelstein (ed.), 1949, 1600,



33
CHAPTER THREE

SHE URBAN JEWISH COMMUNITIES OF AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON
AND CHRISTCHURCH, 1966.

All immigrant minorities in a society undergo a process of integra-
tion with the majority group. The process is a mlti-structured ane
operating in various spheres of the 1ife of the minerity, Duncan and
Lieberson’' 1isted these as: paturelisstion, the acquisition of legal
eitisenship; gbsorption, or entzy into productive economie activity;
S8similation, or integration into the social strueture more or less on
tems of socio-economie equality; and geculturetion, or the adoption
of the local customs and the relinquishing of such sultural characteris-
tics as would identify the immigrants as a distinet ethnie group, The
process of adjustment to the host populstion does not affeet the im-
migrant community as a whole - it varies in degree from place to place
and from one socio-economie charecteristiec to another,

The degree of absorption and assimilation attained by the Auckland,
Wellington and Christchurch Jewish communities is examined in Chapters
53 and 4; the extent to which these communities appear to wish to avoid
acculturation and retain their distinctive cultural characteristics is
examined in Chapters 5 and 6. More specifically, Chapter 3 attempts
a statistical assessment of the process of adjustment to the general
population of the Jewish communities in the three Urban Areas of Aucke
land, Wellington and Christechurch and the difference in degree of ad~
Justment, and Chapter 4 an examination of intra~group spatial differ-
entiation of the Auekland Jewish community,

The indices used are: (1) spatial (residential); (2) demogrephie
(ege, sex, composition, marital status); and (3) economie (oseupational,
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industrial ard income distributions), These indices were chosen

primarily for reasons of their availability, and the fact that they
represent significant varisbles of the socio-economic basis of any
population,

The Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch Urban Areas were chosen
for comparison as together they represented almost four fifths of New
Zealand's, predeminantly urban, Jewish population and, as such, were
the only areas large enough for which Census information eould be re=-
leased by the Department of Statistics without breaching regulations
on confidentiality of data.

(9) SPATIAL CHARACTERISTICS
Distribution

In 4966, 9.9 percent of New Zealand's Jewish population lived in
an urban area compared with 62,4 percent for the total population.
Almost four-fifths (79.3 percent) of the 9.9 percent were locaied in
the three urban areas of Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch (42.6
percent, 30.A percent and 6.3 percent respectively).

Within urban areas the pattem of intra~urban distribution provides
an indication of the degree of adjustmeat of the Jewish commnity to the
host society, In situations where minority group settlement is relative-
1y concentrated it is likely that the community is only partially in-
tegrated even though residential segregation is not ecomplete. Informal
social interaction is more likely to occur within the community, In
this instance the index of residential dissimilarity was employed to
measure the segregation of the Jewish community from the total population,

Figures 3, A and 5 indicate the areas of Jewish intra-urban concen-
tration for 1966, The densest concentration ccours in Christehurch



35.
where Merivale and its adjoining subdivisions, Papanui and 8t Albans

are over-represented by 8.8 percent, 6,0 and 5.6 percent respectively.
In Auckland, Remuera North, Kohimarama and Mission Bay exhibit the
highest concentrstions, viz., 7.2 percent, 47 and 3.7 percent, The
highest congentration in Wellington occurs in Xareri which has an
over-representation of 8.3 perecent, while the five subdivisions of
Hataitai, Kilbimie, Taitville, Kelbum and Johmsonville have over-
representations ranging between 2,0 and 3,9 percent., With the ex~
eeption of the areas mentioned above, 31 of the remeining 39 Christ-
ehurch subdivisions, 50 of the remaining 63 Auckland subdivisions and
30 of the remaining 33 Wellington subdivisions are within plus or
minus 1.9 percent of the expected (i.e. total population) distribution,
Residential dissimilarity indexes for New Zealand's three major
religions (in tems of adherents) and three of theminor religions were
calculated for the Auckland Urban Arca to provide a comparison with the
Hebrew index, Whereas the three major religious groups, Church of
England, Preshyterian, and Roman Catholie, showed small indexes of
dissimilarity (6.4, 6.8 and 6.8 respectively) and were distributed
relatively evenly among the subdivisions of the Auckland urban area,
the minor religious groups had dissimilarity indices of 22.)4 (Salvation
Army), 24.2 (Seventh Day Adventists) and 36.8 (Congregational)s The
Hebrew index was 4.0, Concentrations of Salvation Ammy persons, Con=
gregationalists and Seventh Day Adventists were just as apparent in
eertain subdivisions of the Auckland urban area as the Hebrew population,
It is worth noting that the subdivisions in which the concentrations
of Jews occur, have in common high socio-economie rankings in their
respective urban areas. One may suggest therefore that these areas of

Jewish concentration are related to economie factors rather than a
desire for residential segregation.
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(2) DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

Somposition

Countzry of origin has deep significance in temms of cultural back=
ground end, subsequently, the immigrents' attitudes toward and propen-
ity for integration, Attitudes adopted as a result of the country
of origin ean, however, be modified by length of residence in the new
eountxy, Unfortunately, searcity of data precludes a eonsideration
of length of residence in this chapter,

In 1966, 47.5 percent of those Jews residing in the Urban Areas of
Augkland, Wellington and Christohurch were bom in New Zealand, A
further 25.9 pereent were bom in Australia and the Enited Kingdom.
Together these countries represent e total of 73.2 percent of New Zea~
land's Jewish population in the three Urban Areas who were borm and
brought up in a society in which the Jewish group has freely partici-
pated with other groups and thus undergone a degree of sulturel assimi-
latien,

The two other significant birthplace groupings (Table VII) occur
in Westem Eurcpe (Gemany, Austria) and Eastom Burope (Poland,
Hungazy, Csechoslovakia)s In 1966, 10,1 and 8,5 pereent of Auckland's
Jewish minority recorded their birthplaces as being within Westem and
Eastem Europe respectively, In Wellington, the respective percentages
were 6,7 and 13,9, and in Christehurch 10,5 and 7,0 (figures rounded),
Whereas the Jewish communities of Westem Burope during the nineteenth
eentury were fairly closely identified in culture and langnage with
the larger non-Jewish elements and hence less distinetively Jewish, the
Bast Buropean Jew was distinguished in language and culture as well as
religion from the population of the countries in which he resided and
more of his attitudes and values were distinetively Jewish, Thus,
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the East Buropean Jew on migretion has, in many countries, con-

tributed to an arrest in assinilatory tendeneiecs, The total number
of Bast Buropean Jews resident in New Zealend does not appear to
have been large encugh to contridute significantly in this respect,

TABLE VII
AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON SND CHRISTCHURCH URBAN ARRS JEWISH
COMMUNITIES BY BIRTHPLACE, 1966,

Anckland [ Wellington | Christchurch
Urban Area ; Urban Area Urban Area
_ Urban Avea .

Birth- u I3 ‘ T LS e u l ? ’ 7
pee % | % |8 5 | % |8 & & | &
Australia | 0,97 2400 2.97 1412 1428 2,40 1416 | 1,55 2.7
N2, w 25625 U771 22:70 23448 146423 2442 25.19 49460
U.K, | 12026 MeTh 24000 1098 11,14 22,12 10,85 11,63 | 22,48

(West Bun' | %48 5,96 | 10,44 | 2,6 hM’ 6466 5.80 | Leb5 | 10a47
Bast Sur, " ha12 | he36 a.:.al 7eh5 | 6ob9 13.91.‘ 388 | 3,10| 6,98

Isveel 0u63 | O0u34| 0u97 | OB o.a.i 072 | 0,78 o.oo! 0s78
Russia 0e57 | 0s80 1,37 'l.ﬂp‘ 1.52 &S‘I O0s78 | 0,78 1,55
Other | 2418 2.18 4a36 | 2,08 5.29; 5e37 | 2433 | 3410 5.3
Total }mn' 50463 io.oou.ssm.wlmoo‘so.oo 50400 100400

' Vestem Burepe - Gemany, Austria
' Bastem Burepe - Poland, Hungary, Csechoslovakis

Sourge: New Zealand Departament of Statistics,
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Writers have reported that in other countries of the world

Jews f£rom various parts of Burope have formed national or group
settlements; in other words, settled closely enough in their new
country of residence %o maintain close personal pelationships and
share comnon facilities thus inhibiting sbsorption and assimilation,’
Within New Zealand this does not appear to have oceurred, probably
because the absolute numbers of Jewry resident in eash urban area
from each different eountry are in most instances too small,
Age gnd Sex

Figures 6, 7 and 8 show that the characteristics illustreted in
the 1966 New Zealand Jewish population pyremid (page 19); vis., the
top heavy or over-asged nature of the commnity, and the relatively low
perventage of young people in the under 20 years of age bracket, are
also represented in each of the Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch
pyrumids, O0f the three Urban Areas Christchurch has slightly a-
typical pattems in a mmber of age groups although the pyranid still
illustrates the outocomes specified above, Major variations occur in
the number of males in the 1519 years category, mumber of females in
the 80-8) years category and numbers of both sexes in the age groups
55«59 years, 65-69 years and 85+ years,

Various reasens for the structural differences occurring between
the Jewish gommunity and total population have been postulated in Chapter
2. A further factor, not previously considered, eontributing to the
lack of young Jewish persons in the 20-30 age group may be that of
Aliysh (emigration to Isreel), which is fostered by at least two of the
youth movements in Auckland and Wellington - Habonim and Maodon Bhei Akiva,
Unfortunstely, there is no known record of the numbers leaving New Zea-
land on Aliyah. However, an Auckland Jewish correspondent recently
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AGE~-SEX STRUCTURES FOR THE AUCKLAND URBAN
AREA, 1966
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FIG 7

AGE-SEX STRUCTURES FOR THE WELLINGTON
URBAN AREA, 1966
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wrote, "a goodly number of some of the most able youth have left

New Zesland for permanent settilement in Israsl and many families would
hmMmemmhfuihmldsothonh’ It was pre-
dicted by the smme person that this could cause a continuing decline
in Jewish population aumbexs in New Zealand in the future.

Aliysh must plsy an important role in the maintenance of Jewish
consgionmess both for those emigrating to Isreel and to & lesser ex-
tent for their parents and friends as recipients of their letters from
abroad, Within the New Zealand Jewish community intermarriage pos-
sikhly acts as a counter balance to Aliyal, The severe consequenges
of intemmarriage for the maintenance of Jewish identity have been out=
lined in Chapter 2.

Maritel Status

Marital status affects population growth in its iaplications for
group survival through ehildbearings Table VIII shows the classifica-
tion of Jews ascording to marital status in the three Urban Areas of
Anckland, Wellington and Christehmrch, Three points are wortiy of note:
a) the largee proportion of Jews in the "Married" ecategory compared
with the total population (+8.6 percent, +7.5 percent and +3.1 percent
for Augklend, Wellington and Christeimreh respectively).

b) the smaller proportion of Jews in the "Never Married” category as a=-
gainst the total population (10,8 pervent, =9, pervent and «8.0 per—
eent for Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch respestively).

o) the econsistent over-representation of Jews in the "Widowed and Divorced”
category,

If the married couples are normally distributed in temms of age with-
in the Jewish commmnities a rate of increase at least as high as that of
the total population may be expected. In fact, in 1966 the ratio of



TABLE VIII

A COMPARISQN OF THE HEBREW AND TOTAL POPULATION IN THE AUCKLAND, WELLINGTGN AND CHRISTCHURCH URBAN AREAS
BY MARTTAL STATUS, 1

| Auckland Urban Avea Wellington Urban Area ;
Marital T & ST | eheer P, S it P o &-
’. !. l- - !. !I - - - - !0 m. L r. T. !o , g -
Sratus | % 5 "% s few |55 5[5 [T% 2 P P T [Tx "% o
tobdl $otal) total|
Never
Herried (51.4|45.7|48.551.7(33.8|37.7 |=10.8|53.2 |47.6 |50.4 [43.2(38.0 |40.5 [=9.9| 51.5|46.1 |48.7|46.5 [34.9|40.7 8.0
Maxrried m “"‘ M 3-’ 5102 ”o’ L 2 8.‘ 1|2-7 MO& 152-‘ 52-9 #7.5 w-1 "?-5 “-9 h’.s i .2 “09 #9-6 &7.’ 51
Sep. 0.7| 0.9| 0.8 0.4 0.5| 0.4 - 0.4 0.8| 0.9 0.8| 0.3| 0.3| 0.3 =0.5 0.5| 0.8| 0.7| 2.3| 0.8| 1.6 40,9
Widowed 24 12,7 | 7, 3.0(12.9 | B.1 L7124 8.5
Diverced 0.9| 1.8 1.4 0.7| 11| 0.9 1.6| 1.5 1.5
Hot
Specified | 0.0| 0.0| 0.0| 0.0| 0.0 | 0.0 0.0| 0,0| 0,0| 0.0 0,0| 0.2 0.4 40.1| 0.0| 0.0| 0.0| 0.0 0.8 0.4 90 &
Totals 400| 400 | 400| 400 | 100 | 400 400 | 400 | 100| 400 | 400 | 400 400| 400| 400| 400( 400| 100
Index of
dissin. 1.2 | 10.4 8.0

For the total population "widowed" and "divorced" figures are availeble only together.

Sources: New Zealand Population Cengus 1966
New Zealand Department of Statisties

‘o
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children under 5 to females of 15-44 was 31,9 for Jews compared

with 32,1 for the total population in the Auskland, Wellington and
Christelurch Urban Areas. It would appear that although the ¢otal
population rate of increase is slightly higher than that for the Jew=
ish population, suffisient numbers of Jews are being bom %o ensure the
survival of the New Zealand Jewish community by naturel inecreese, Iow=
ever, as the percentage of New Zealand born Jewry continues to increase
the greater the necessity for a strong and vital comrmnity life to re-
tain those Jews brought up in the New Zealand environment from birth,

(3) ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS

Differences in cconomie distributions between an ethniec group and
host society are closely related to the degree of sosial distance be-
tween the two populations, Generally, the most segregated oeccupetion
groups are those at the extremes of the socio-economie scale and hence
at a greater social distance from the general populatien,
Qecupational Status

Examination of Table IX reveals that in each Urben Area werk force
participation is slightly higher for the Hebrew than the New Zealand
population (+6.2 percent, +3.0 percent and +4.8 percent for Ausckland,
Wellington and Christehurch respectively), Bogue® has stated that
sociologioal and demogrephiec factors interast with economic factors
to influence the level of labour force partieipation, Job discriminae
tion, age, sex, race, nativity, marital status, number of children in
the family ete., may all be considered pertinent factors, Obwiously,
in New Zealand no difficulty is experienced in obtaining employment by
the Jewish minority, Of the remaining factors indicated the Jewish
over-representation in the 45 and above age categoxy may ascount for
the different levels of participatien,



TABLE IX

A COMPARISON OF THE HEBREW AND TOTAL POPULATION IN THE

AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON AND CHRISTCHURCH URBAN AREAS BY

TOTALS "ACTIVELY ENGAGED™ AND "NOT ACTIVELY ENGAGED", 1966,

Totals Actively Engaged
Urban Total Population | Hebrew Population %
Areas U ) T M 4 T difference
£ %| % ® | % | % |for totals
Augkland 57l | 239 | W03 | 6he2 | 2942 | 46,5 +6,2
Wellington | 63.0 | 29.9| 46.3 | 6Leb | 34.8 | 49.3 +3.0
Christehureh| 55.3 | 214 37.9 | 5841 | 2741 | 4247 +448
|
Totals Not Actively Engaged
Urban Total Population Hebrew Population %
Areas M ) J 4 u b 4 T difference
$ | % | % % | £ | % |for totals
Auekland 42.6 | 769 | 5947 | 3548 | 70.8 | 5345 6.2
Wellingtea 57.0 | 101 | 53.7 354 65.2 50.7 «3.0

Sources: New Zealand Population Census 1966 (unpublished data).
New Zealand Department of Stetistiss,

Within the "Astively Engaged" segment of both populations, come
pereble percentages of the totel and Hebrew populations lie in the
status categories of "Own Account” and "Wages and Salary” (Table X).
It is noteworthy that the bulk of both groups in this segment, con-
sist of wage and salaxy eamers: 35,9 percent, 39.2 and 34.9 percent
of the Jewish total and 35,7 pexcent, 42.7 and 341 percent of the
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general population for Auckland, Wellington and Christelmrch respect-



TABLE X

A COMPARISQN OF THE HEBREW AND TOTAL POPULATICN IN THE AUCKLAND, WELLINGTCN AND CHRISTCHURCH URBAN AREAS
BY OCCUPATICNAL STATUS, 1966

Aucldand Urban Area Wellington Urban Area Christchurch Urban Area
Occupational |  Total Popn. | Hebrew Popn. | /% | Total Popn. | liebrew Popn, | 4% | Total Popn, |_Hebrew Popn. | %
Status M. [F. [T. |M. [F. |[T. |a#r.|M. [F. [T. M. [F. [r. |a&ee.(M. [F. [7. [M. [F. [7. |a&afe.
A |% | % (% | B |B x| % | B |% %P |E (x| %% |%|F|F | D |t
Wl | | | | toal) total
Emplayer 38| 0s5| 241 (11e7| 19| 68| +4e7| 3.8 0.3] 1.6 [11.8| 2.7 7e1|455| 3e3| 043 | 1.8| 9.3| 1.5 5.4|43.6

Omn Account | 3.6| 0.6| 2.0| 4e6| 1.7| 3e1|+1e1| 2.8| 0.5 1.6 | L.3| 0.9 2.6(+1.0| 31| 0.k | 1.7| 1.5 0.8 1.2|=0.5
Voges arSdlmy | 494 (224 35.7 (574 (2448 |35.9( 40.2|56.8|28.9 (42,7 (18.2 |30.8 |39.2(=3.5 |48.5 [20.4 | 3441 [45.7| 2440| 34.9 |+0.8
Unemployed 0.5 0.2| 0.4 0.0| 0.0| 0.0(=0.4| 0.3| 0.2| 0.3| 0.0/ 0.0| 0.0|=0.3| 0.4| 0.2 0.2| 0.0| 0.0 0.0|=0.3
Not Specified | 0.1| 0.2| 0.4| 0.5/ 0.8 0.7(40.6| 0.4| 0.0/ 0.4| 0.3| 0.4| 0.4/40.3| 0.0| 0.1| 0.0/ 1.6| 0.8) 1.8/+1.2
Not Actively
Engaged 42,6/ 7641|59.7| 3548 | 70.8 |53.5| =642 37.0| 7041 (53,7 |35.4 |65.2|50.7 | =3.0 |4 a7| 78.6 [62.1 |41 .9| 72.9| 57.3| 4.8

Totals 4100 (4100 |100 (4100 |400 (4100 100 (400 (400 |100 |100 [100 400 (400 [400 [400 |400 (400
Index of dis~|

Sources: New Zealand Population Census 1966

New Zealand Department of Statistics

.6-]7
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ively. However, the differentiation in the status ecategory "Employey”

between the two populations is marked, In Auckland, Wellington and
Christehurch the Hebrew "Employers" totalled 6.8 percent, 7.1 and 5..
pereent respectively, compared with 2,1 percent, 1.6 and 1.8 percent
for the genersl populaticn, Australian Jewry exhibits a similar
characteristic with substantially larzer proportions of Jews listed
as "Employers® than the general Australian population,’
Ogcupational Divisiona

The two most fundamental ways of subdividing the total work force
are by occupation and industry. The occupational classification of a
person refere to the type of job that he holds while the industrial
classification refers to the type of organization or fimm for which he
WOricSe

The occupational indices of dissimilarity had a range of 12,5 be—-
tween the three Urban Areas of Auckland, Wellington and Christehurch
in 1966 (Table XI), However, similar ocoupational econcentrations
occur in each Urban Areas Significant overerepresentations of 17,6
percent, 15,5 and 15.2 pereent (Auckland, Wellington and Christechurch
respectively) oeccur in the "Administrative, Executive and Managerial
workers” category and 8.3 percent and 9.2 percent for Auckland and
Christehureh in the "Professional, Technical and Related workers" cate~
gory. A smaller over-representation exists in the category "Sales
workers”, vis, 42 peveent, Gu percent and 2.5 pereent (Auckland,
Wellington and Christechurch respectively), Major under-representations
oocur in the categoxy “Craftsmen, Production Process workers and Laboure
ers", viz. 26,8 percent, 10,7 percent and 20,6 percent for the Auckland,
Wellington and Christchureh Urban Arees and smaller under-representa=
tions in the occupational categories of "Trensport and Communications®,
"Service; Sport and Recreation™ and "Clerical®,



TABLE XI

A COMPARISON OF THE HEBREW AND TOTAL PCPULATION IN THE AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON AND CHRISTCHURCH URBAN AREAS

BY OCCUPATIONAL DIVISICHS, 1966

! Urben Area %
Oocupationsl | Total Popn. | Hebrew Popn,
Divisions . F. T. (M. P, [T, |aafe.
$ % % |% | |8 |Pew

Prof. Tech.

& related . . \
VWoriers 8.2 13.5 9.8(20.3 13.6 (18,4 |+ B.3 [ 11.2 15.7 12.7 13.7
Managerial |
Warkers 8.5 242 6.6/31.3 8.9(24.2(#17.6 | 9.5 1.5 6.9}29.9
Clerdesl ,

Workexs 8.9 29.9 15.2| 9.9 39.1 (193 |+ bt 17.2 84,2 25.0|13.7
Workexrs Te7 10.9 8.7(43.0 12,8 12.9 |+ 4.2 ‘_ Ts1 9.3 7.8 12.6
Fermers, Flober- ' |
m&m. 2.2 0.7 1.7 0.7 0.0 0.5/~ 1.2 | 4.4 0.4 0.8 0.5
lidners,Quarry~ : . .

men & related . ; !
Vorkers in .

pa % & | .

Comunicetions | 7.6 2.0 5.9| 2.2 0,0| 1.5« bt 7.6‘ 2.4 5.9 1.8
Process Wkrs. _

R | | |
Worlers 3.9 2.5 6.5 2.9 12.0| 5.8/« 0.7 | 4.8 12.3 7.3 3.9
-

Cassifisble | 0.5 Ok 0.5/ 0.9 0.0 0.6+ 0.1 | O OL O 0.2

| | |

Armed Foxrces | 1.5 0.2 1.4| 0.0 0.0/ 0.0 = 141| 1.1 0.4 0.9 o.o'
Totals 100 | 400 100 qooi wo/ 100 100-' 100 190‘ 400
Index ‘ . |

of ] |
dlasimllarity | 0.3 |

Christchurch Urban Area

N Ssimimimiam
% | % | Al R| BB t::l*
9k 12.1 = 0.6 | 8.5/17.0 11.0/20.0 20.6|20.2 |+ 9.2
9.5%&.&% M5.5 | 7.6| 1.6 5.9/26.6 8.8 21.1 #5.2
I.O.zlzs.#.l- 16 | 9.8(27.9 154 8.0 26.5(13.8 = 1.3
16.9 1&..2 6. | 8.511.8 9.4(10.7 4.7 1.9+ 2.5
0.0 o.si-o.s 2.9 0.6 2.3 2.7 0.0/ 1.8/~ 0.5
0.0 o.né 0.0 | 0.1/ 0.0 0.1 0.0 00| 0.0~ 0:1
0 1.3 =46 : 762 15 5.5 5.3 0.0 3.7 = 1.8
' | [
179 20,6 107 |49.6 255 42.6 21..3 23.5|22.0|~20.6
|
8.9 Ba2|= 3.1 | 3.813.7 6.7 2.7 2.9 2.7|- 4.0
|
0.9 0.5+ 0.1 0.2! 0.2 0.4 2,7 3.0 2.8|+ 2.7
0.0 0.0= 0.9 | 1.8 0.2 1.3 o.oi oo 0.0[= 1.
|
100 100| 100 100 1ooi 400 400, 100
| 22,0 | 29.6

Sources: New Zealand Populstion Census, 1966
New Zealand Department of Statistiecs
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In other countries of the world the superior education and higher

proportion of self-employed persons are closely related to this con-
centration in the professions end business. There are no relisble
statistics for New Zealand eonsemning the mumbers of Jewish youth at-
tending tertiary institutions, although a Jewish correspondent has
written that there are well over 60 Jewish persons at present attending
Auekland Un.inrli.v.‘
Industrial Divigions

Although the industrial dissimilavrity range between the Urban Areas
was smaller than that of the ocoupational dissimilarity range (7.6 com=
pared with 12,3), differences within some categories per urban area
were considerably greater, Table XII illustrates that particularly
high congentrations, compared with the total population, are found in
the categories "Commeree™ and "Manufacturing®. In the "Commerce"™ cate=-
gory Auckland has an over-representation of 9,1 percent, Wellington 7.5
percent and Christehurch 4.6 percent, whilst in the "Mamufacturing" cate-
gory, Wellington and Christchurch have over-representations of 13,2 per-
ecent and 6,) percent respectively, and Auckland has an under-representa=
tion of 0.8 percent, On the other hand, Auckland is over-represented
in the "Services" category by 6.6 percent compared with 0,7 percent for
Christelurch and an under-representation of 3.7 percent for Wellington,

Compared with the general population major under-representations
oocur in all three Urban Areas in the "Construetion" and "Transport,
Storage and Communigations™ categories. In the former category these
range from 5.6 percent (Christelurech) to 7.2 percent (Auckland) and in
the latter, from 49 percent (Christchurch) to 9.9 percent (Wellington).
In all other categories there appear to be no significant differences
between total population and Hebrew distributions.



losklend Oohen Ares _rm%:llinsbmi!btha B Urban Area _—
Total Hebrew Popn. .  Hebrew Popn. | Total Hebrew .
M '. ,o . . ’o !. MO “I_o- F. %n . -'i:_—l'. 2. m. lc r-&uto lo ‘r. p? MO
Divisiens (% (£ (£ £ |# £ P (% § £ |8 £ | fr (% | | (% & | [P
total ' total total |
wom — ._
l-lu.::n.. 18| 0.8 | 1.5 0.7 0.0 | 0.5« 1.0 | 1.0| 0.2| 0.7 | 0.5 Ouk | 0.5= 0.2 | 2.3| 0.7 | 149 1.3 0.0 | 0.9 = 1.0
Quarrying 0.3| 0.0 | 0.2 0,0| 0.0 | 0.0 = 0.2 | 0.1 | 0.1 | 0.4 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0|= 0.4 | 0.2| 0.0 | 0.2 | 0.0 0.0 0.0 = 0.2
Manuf ac turing 354 (35.7 37.h 29.5 34.9 = 0.8 (23.4 (21,7 22,6 39.9 28.6 35.8 (#13.2 |3h.1 30.8 33.1 B1.3 35.3 39.5 |+ 6.4
Construotion 3.‘ 0.9 | 9.7 2.7| 19 2.§|- Te2 117 1.0 8.2 341 09| 2.3 1= 5.9 (12,9 0.7 | 9.3 5.3 0.0 3.7-5.5
Elec.fas,Waten |
Sandbery Suvices 1.6 | 0.3 [ 1.2 | 0.2 | 0k | 0.2 /= 1.0 | 4.7| 0.3 | 1.2 0.0 0.5 0.2/~ 10 | 1.9 0.3 1.5(0.0 0.0 0.0 /= 1.5
Comeroe 9.1 (243 r.? 29.9 (298 29.8 |+ 9.1 (22,8 27,0 24s2 30,4 33.9 3147 |+ 7.5 |20.8 2.9 22,0 22.7 35.5 26.6 |+ heb
e-:nu- 124 | £o3 100 45| 1.6 | 3.6 - 6.4 |}17.l» Te2 4het | 3.9 | 89 | A2 (= 9.9 (11.9| 3.8 9.5 | 6.7| 0.0 | 4.6 [~ .9
Serviess  (1A.8(33.3 204 25.7 Bkt 27.0 + 646 (21,8 42,2 28.5 21.9 29.9 2.8 = 3.7 15.7 38.5 22.2 20.0 29.4 22.9 |4 0.7
Mouetsly Dasceel0.6 | 0.7 | 0.6 | 0.9 | 2.7 1.5+ 0.9 | Ok | Ok Ok | 0.3 0,9 .5+ 0.4  0.2| 0.3 0.3]2.7 0.0 1.8+ 1.5
Totals 100| 100 | 100 | 100 100 | 100 ‘wol 100 | 100 100 | 100 | 100 100 100 100 100 400 400
Index of | '
dssimilarity 16.6i L 20.8 | 13.2 ]
| } | ' - —
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Income Distribution

The remaining ' uestion to be asked in this section concerns income
distribution, Does the higher socio-economie position of the Jewish
group as indicated by the higher proportion of Jews in the professions
and business also mean greater income for the Jews?

Indiges of dissimilarity (Table XITI) were 16,7 for Auekland, 10,6
for Wellington and 146 for Christchurch in 1966, Considerable under=
representations are evident in the $1,000-81,799, $1,800+$2,199 and
$2,200-32,599 eategories for Auckland (46 percent, 4.5 and 5.0 percent)
snd Wellingbon (5.9 pereeut, 2.3 and 2.4 pereant). Ty Christehurch
Urban Area higher under-representations are evident in the $200-3999,
$1,800-52,199 and $2,200-§2,599 categories (3.5 percent, 6,9 and 3.2
percent respectively). At the other end of the scale major over-rep=-
resentations oseur in the $8,000 and above ingome bracket for sach Urban
Area (6.1 pereent, 3.0 and 5.6 percent for Auckland, Wellington and
Christehurch respectively).

The mean incomes for the populations of the different Urban Areas
show little difference between Urban Areas or Hebrew and total populations,
While the mean income category for the Hebrew and total population in
Wellington was the same ($1,800+$2,199), in Auckland and Christchurch the
Hebrew mean was $1,800-$2,199 compared with $1,000§1,799 for the total

It has been shown that the Jewish communities of Auekland, Wellington
and Christehurch differ substantially from the general population in the
economic sphere, In doing so they closely reproduce a pattem which is
fairly universal among Jewry today. Four basie approaches have been
used to provide reasons for this world-wide phenomenom: histordeal, =~ -
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TABLE XIII

BY INCOME DIVISICNS, 1

WELLINGTQN AND CHRISTCHURCH URBAN AREAS

| Aueiland Usban Aves Wellington Urban Ares Qulatioreh Uben fpve
Income SR R MR AT : . TF TR T P%’u’t"r. B 1T R T jare,
Divisions | £ (£ (% (£ % & for (% (% 8 £ (% |% |[for (% & | % % % |fer
total total total
3-1199 28(11.2| 60| 3.5 8.8| 5.8 = 0.2 | 2.3| 9.6| 5.2 2.8| 8.0| 5.2| 0.0 | 3.k 13,3 | 7od | ok [13.4 | 8.3 |+ 1.2
200~ 999 8.6 36,9 (191 | 6.8 29.9 16.7 = 2.4 | k.6 [29.2 11..5: 6.9 (23.9 (1448 [+ 0.3 | 10.7 [41.3 |22.0 10,0 {29.9 |18.5 |~ 3.5
1,000,799 | 17.2 (394 25.4 (12.9 31.4(20.8 = 4.6 16.0 (10.3(25.8  9.3(32.2 (19.9 = 5.9 |19.3 [3ha2 249 145 |38.8 [24.8 = 0.1
1,800-2,199 | 19.5| 6.8 (148 (1142 | 9.2 10,3 = 4.5 18,4 1241 159 1241 15,3 (1346 |= 2.3 | 21k | 6.2 158 1141 | 5.6 8.9 = 6.9
2,200-2,599 | 19.9| 2.7(13.5(10.3| 6.1 | 8.5~ 5.0 19.9 hoh [13.5 14.8| 6.7 11,4 |= 2.4 |19.0| 2.3 12,8 16.7| 0.0| 9.6 |~ 3.2
2,600-3,999 | 2341 | 2.3|15.4(23.1 | 8.6 16.8 |+ 1.4 [26.6 | 3.4 17.3i25.9 10.5 18.8 [+ 1.5 [19.1 | 1.9 2.7 15.6 | 7.5 124 |~ 0.6
4, 000=h, 999 3.9 0.5 2.6 9.8| 2.2 6.6@4 8.0 | 5.5 0.5| 3.5 8.h|4.6| 5.2 4 1.7 | 3.1| 0.3 2.1 |8.9/4.5 5.7/ 3.6
5,000-5,999 | 4.7 02| 141 | 8u3| 1.7| 34 + 2.0 | 25| 0.2 (1.6 5.3| 0.5 31|+ 1.5 | 1.3[ 0.2 0.9 hub | 1.5| 3.2 |+ 2.3
6,000-6,999 | 14| 0.4( 0.7) 36| 1.3| 2.6+ 1.9 1.5 0.1 0.9 3.7/ 0.0/ 2.0 0411 | 09|01 0.6 bk 0.6 2.5+ 1.9
7,000-7,999 | 0.6 | 0.1| Ob| 2.8 0.2/ 1.7+ 1.3 | 0.7/ 0.4 | 0.5 3.0/ 0.8 2.0 4 4.5 | 0.5/ 0.4 0.3 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 = 0.3
8,000 + 1.6 | 0.1] 101127 10| 741 + 6.1 | 2,0 0.1 | 1.3 7.6| 0.5 4a3 ¢ 3.0 | 4,304 0.8 10.0 1.5 6.4 + 5.6
Tobals 400 | 100| 400 | 400 100 | 100 100 | 100 | 100 100 wu:wol' 100 | 100 100 wof«wo 100
34 seinlexity | 16.7 | 10.6 | 4.6
N.B. Wil income cetegory excluded from the table.
Sources: HNew Zeslend Populstion Census, 1966. New Zealand Depertment of Statistics
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economic, socio=cultural and payehological.

The historieal approach traces the economie structure of Jewry
since the beginning of the Christian era and suggests that the non-
admission of Jewish persens to the craftguilds or professions and in-
ebility to own land forced them into such businesses as peddling,
money-lending and various types of middle-men mtiﬂty.? With this
occupational experiensae in finance and industry they were especially
well fitted to rise in the present competitive, eapitalistic world,

mmetna adopted an economie approach in an attempt to explain
the lack of Jewish participation in agriculture end velatively minor
participation in trensport and communications, servimes, ete., end
concentration in manufecturing, commerce and the professions, Gen-
erally, the economic funetions of a minority ave detemmined by three
factors, viz, its amall size, the period of its arrival, and its
tendency towards cohesion., The minority's small size prevents a re~
production of the majority economic profile, while the desire for co-
hesicn recults in the concentretion in specific occcupations and in-
dustries which hinders dispersion. The occupational and industrial
areas of concentration are determined hy the time of arrival of the
migrents (They will fit into those areas of the econory net fully
manned at the time), their economic heritage ard acquired skills,
Purthemmore, areas of economic astivity where in the past discrimination
has been experionced may well be avoided,

The socio~cultural approach traces the origin of certain religious,
culturel and social middle class welues possessed hy the Jew, The
Jewish religion is thought to have inculcated such values as "recognition
of individual worth and responaibility for individual welfare, non-
ascetism, rationslity, empiricism, emphasis on literacy, education and
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i@tellectual pursuits” ete.” The business experience of Jews has
taught them "care, foresight, moderation, the ability to make the most
of opportunities, the antiecipation of altematives and the cultivation
of clients and customers”,'C Urban 1ife stressed the "interinan
struggle for gain, fostered intellectuality, ealculability and exact-
ness, and loosened the bonds of the community over the individual,
making him responsidle for his own welfare”.'’
developed a "tradition of group support for individual attempts to at-

tain economie independence and gain protection from the buffets of dis=-

Minority group status

oriminstory pressures”.'> Hurvits has stressed that the desire for
independence is evident throughout the economie sphere and combined with
the stress on education has produced the general concentration of Jews
hthtindmanﬂntpufoum.u

Finally, the paychological approach stresses the individual's
paychological and cultural orientation towards achievement and success
ineuleated early in life by parents,

It would appear that these general arguments based upon Jewish
eultural and religious values, business experience, minority status
and upon the economies of small minorities apply equally to the New Zea=
land Jewish community in explaining the over-representations in speeific
economic categories. The Jewish traditions of philanthropy and self-
help were evident among New Zealand's earliest Jewish immigrants, In
1886 a Philanthropic Sogiety was founded in Dunedin, its object being
the relief of the Jewish poor. Onece the problem of eapital to start in
business had been oversome the inherited and acquired experience, judge-
ment and skills of the Jew could be utilised in the economis sphere,
Furthemmore, the Jewish migrant to New Zealand generally came from an
urben area and possessed the middle class characteristics which produce
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rapid economic mobflity and integration, Even today, communal assiste

ance in the fom of the Hebrew Aid Sogciety (Auckland) exists to assist
epproved applicants with interest free loans to help them start in busi-
ness or purchase a home, thus perpetuating the pattems of self-help
which have arisen in the past,

(1) CONCLUSIONS

Varying degrees of integration between the New Zealand Jewish com=
munities and general population, indicated by the index of dissimilarity,
are evident in each socio~economic catesory between the Urban Areas,
However, basic trends among the Jewish population within each Urban Area
are similar,

Work foree participation is slightly higher for the Jewish community
than general population and a larger proportion of Jews are self-employed
persons, Ococupational coneentrations ogour in the categories "Adminise
trative, Executive and Managerial workers” and "Professional, Technical
and Related workers" and industrial coneentrations in the "Manufacturing"
and "Commerce" categories, The Jewish minority participates to a rela-
tively minor degree in other spheres of the economy. As a result of the
higher socio-economie position of the Jewish minority a greater rate of
earning power is reflected in the higher income brackets.

The index of residential dissimilarity reveals that in each Urban
Area a pattern of residential distribution approximating the total popu=
lation is apparent with the exceptions of Jewish over-representations in
& number of high social status areas and under-representation in a mumber
of the lower soeial status areas, It would appear that the Jewish overe
representation in these areas is related to the higher soeio-economis
position of the Jewish minority, This is not surprising in temms of
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the large mmbers of Jewish persons born in New Zealand and suggests

that the Jewish communities of Auckland, Wellingten and Christchurch

are in a fairly advanced state of absorption and assimilation, How-

ever, this point will be taken up again in Chapter 4 with an examination
of intra=group spatial differentiation within the Auekland Jewish
eommunity.

%
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CHAPTER FOUR

INTRA~URBAN DIFFERENTIATION: THE AUCKLAND JEWISH COMMUNITY, 1966,

Populations are not homogeneous in character « they consist of
numerous groups which are differentiated in many ways. The differences
are particularly marked within an urban society and may be based on any
ene or a number of oriteria; for example, age, sex, oeccupation, income,
ethnie characteristics or political affiliation, This chapter provides
an examination of intra-group spatial differentistion of the Auckland
Jewish community, The Auckland Urban Area was selected for examination
on the basis that it was the Urban Area containing the largest percente
age of Jewry in New Zealand (43 percent) and was the oaly area for which
ecensus information could be made available by division into spatial
maps.‘

Method

The Hebrew population was grouped on the basis of Pool's social
grading of oensus divisions in the Auckland Urban Area. Pool used six
variasbles, viz, "Managers" and "Professionals" from the census grouping
"Occupational Divisions”, "Employers" from the census grouping "Oecupation
by Status", and "Households without Washing Machines", "Households with~
out Hot Water Services" and "Households without Refrigerators"” from the
group of data on “Household Amenities" to develop an index of social
grade - the Status~Possession Index, The variables were correlated in
order that the degree of relationship between them could be tested, The
renks of the highest inter-gorrelating variables for each census division
were summed to obtain an "index figure" for each division which was then
renked and graphed, Arbitrary grades were delimited by making the
widest gaps on the index greph the limits of grades.’
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The small number of Jews in the Auckland Urban Area necessitated

the amalgamation of Pool's six grades into three groups (A, B and C).
Thus, his Upper Upper Grade and Lower Upper Grade became Group A, his
Upper Middle Grade became Group B, and his Lower Middle Grade, Upper
Lower Grade and Lower Lower Grade became Group C (Fig 9).

If the Hebrew population was evenly distributed among Groups A,
B and C, the numbers in any oeccupational, status, economie or other
category would be distributed proportionately in Groups A, B and C.
By computing an expected distribution the deviation between spatial
groups is evident for each eategory. The expected Hebrew population
was obtained by finding the proportion of the Hebrew population in each
of the three groups (A, B and ¢) and multiplying it by the actual number
of Hebrews in any ocecupational, income, age or other category, For

example:
Groups
. » ¢
Category (+5) (o2) (o3) | Totals
X 20 8 12 Y
Y 17.5 7 10,5 | 35
Totals 3745 15 22.5 75

The actual population figures were obtained from the Department of
Statistiess The index of dissimilgrity has been used to compare the
differences between Groups,

(1) DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS
Age end Marital Status

The age and marital status differences between Groups A, B and
¢ within the Hebrew population were not large (Tables XIV and XV),



FIG 9
GROUP DIVISIONS,

AUCKLAND URBAN AREA,

1966
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Grouping of Census Area Subdivisions

Group At Mission Bay, Kohimarama, Epsom South, Howick, Hillsborough,
Royal Oak, Orakei, Remuera North, Meadowbank, St. Heliers, Glendowie.

Group B: Northoote, Mt Eden South, Takapuna City, One Tree Hill,
Springfield-0wairaka, Epsom North, Papatoetoe, Halsey-Waikowhai, Mt
Albert Central, Remuera South,

Group €: Onelunga, Nemmarket, West Tamaki, Grafton, Auckland Central,
Mt Eden North, East Coast Bays, Birkenhead, Waterview, Glen Eden,

Mt Wellington, Sandringham (Mt Albert), New Lynn, Avendale North,
Rosebank, Sandringham (Mt Reskill), Devonport, Three Kings, Pamell,
Otalmhu, Avondale South, Morningside, Waitemata County (part),
Henderson, Pt Chevalier, Mt Eden Central, Westmere, Ellerslie, Herne
Bgy, Papakura, Manukau, Ponsonby, Kingsland, Grey Iynn, Eden Terrace,
Freemans Bay, Arch Hill, Newton,
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The indices of dissimilarity had a range of 3.8 and 1.4 between

the three groups for the "Age” and "™Marital Status" tables respectively.

TABLE XIV

A COMPARISON OF HEBREW GROUPS I THE AUCKLAND URBAN AREA BY AGE, 1966,

Group A Group B [ Group C
Age  [Expoot- Actual | %  |Expect-|Actusl | %  |Expect-|Actual | %
Groups | ed % | differ-| ed % | % |differ- ed% | %  |differ-
ence ence ence
O=2; 55 50 «0,5 5.9 6.2 +0.3 5.8 643 +0,5
5=9 761 7.8 | +0,7 7.3 7.8 | 40,5 @ T.2 6.3 | =0.9
10444 | 765 | 79 | #0uh | T3 | 760 | =03 | Tuh | 740 | =0k
15=19 | 7.5 7.6 | +0.9 767 | 7ok | =03 | 7.5 Tel | =041
202 | 6.3 6.8 | +0.5 642 8.4 +1.9 6.3 4e9 | =14
25=29 | 5.6 b3 | =13 547 L6 | -1, 5.7 74 | b
30-34 | 3.6 | 3.2 | <Ok | 3.5 | 2.5 | .0 | 3.6 | L5 | +0.9
35=39 | 5.1 5.0 | =0, 5¢1 43 | =0.8 5.3 5.8 | +0,5
{O=42, Te3 6.6 =0.7 Te3 7.0 =0,3 6.9 8.2 +1.3
L5=59 | 7.1 7.8 | +0.7 7.0 8,6 | +1.6 | T4 5.8 | =1.3
50=5 | 9.3 | 8.9 | =Oek | 95 | 8.7 | 0.8 | 9.3 | 10,0 | +0.7
55=59 | 7.0 | 8.3 | #1.3 | 70 | 5. | ~1.9 ‘ Tl | Tt 0.0
60=6L | 6.6 | 6.5 | =0.1 645 51 | =t | 6.6 | Tek | =0.8
65"‘9 5.1 ‘oh *oo, 5.9 5-5 *0.6 | 6-0 | 503 "'007
T0=-7h | bek 3.6 | -0.8 b3 6.5 | +2,2 he3 | 3.9 | =0ul
T5=79 | 2.0 | 23 | +0.3 | 1.9 | 3.2 | 4.3 | 1.9 ‘ 1,0 | =0.9
8084 | 1.2 1.5 | +0.3 1.4 0.6 | =0.5 1.2 | 1,0 | =0,2
85+ 0.8 0.5 | =0.3 0.8 0.8 0.0 0.8 | 1.0 | +0,2
Totals 100,0 |100,0 100,0 |100,0 100,0 itoo.o
Indexd 1
Dissim= |
flarity b6 8.4 6.3
Source: New Zealand Department of Statisties.

These small differences between Groups refleet the overall pattems

of uniformity for age and marital status previously noted for the Hebrew
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population between Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch Urban Areas.
TABLE XV
A COMPARISON OF HEBREW GROUPS IN THE AUCKLAND URBAN AREA BY
MARITAL STATUS, 1966

Group A " Group B Group C
Marital | Expect~ Actual] % [Bxpect-| Actuall o |.-xpect-| Actual %
Status | ed % % | differ ed 0 % |differ~ | ed % |differ-
ence ence ence
Never

Mmi-‘d 37.6 37-5 - 001 37-8 39-2 + 1 J&- 37‘3 37-1 - 0-7
Married 53.2 | 52.9 | = 0.3| 53.2 | 524 [+ 0.8 | 53.2 | 53.6 |+ 0.4
Legally

&p. 0.3 0.2 - 0-1 003 0.8 + 0|5 0-‘|~ 0.'1- 0.0
Widowed 7.6 8.1 | +05]| 7.3 6.8 |- 0.5 74 7.2 |- 0.2
mmed 1 .3 1 03 000 1 o’-l- 008 - 0.6 '1 .2 1 07 + 0.5
Totals 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 [100,0 100,0 |100.0

Index of
Diaﬂim. 005 1 |9 0.9

Source: New Zealand Department of Statisties.

B: lace

Although the index of dissimilarity range between Groups is amall
(3.1), Table XVI illustrates that Auckland's Jewish population is not
as evenly distributed in terms of country of origin as would appear
initially. New Zealand borm Jews are over-represented in Group A
by 4.8 percent and under-represented in Groups B and C by 1.7 percent
and 3,0 percent respectively; and Jews born in the United Kingdom are
under-represented in Group A by 6.8 percent and over-represented in
Groups B and C by 3.8 and 3,5 percent respectively. Persons born in
all remaining countries were distributed relatively proportionately
among Groups.
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A COMPARISON OF HEBREW GROUPS IN THE AUCKLAND URBAN AREA BY

BIRTHPLACE, 1966,

Group A Group B Group €
Birth- Expect~(Actual | % Expect=|Actual | % Expect- [Actual | %
foe % | % differ-| ed% | % differ-| ed % | % differ-

ence ence ence

NeZo L7h | 5202 | +he8 L7:6 | U459 | =1.7 472 | Lhe2 | =3.0
Aust, 3.3 2.8 | «0.5 2.9 | 3.5 | +0.6 3.0 31 | 40,9
V.K. 2he2 174 | =6.8 243 | 28,1 +3.8 4.3 2748 | +3.5
m ’ 11.5 120‘ 1-0.5 10.8 11.9 "‘.1 11.2 10.1 - .‘
Elwum 8.8 9.9 1.1 9.5 ‘.a -2,7 9.1 ek +0.3
Iarael 1.0 1.1 +0.1 1.1 0.3 -0,.8 0.9 1.2 +0.3
Rssia 1.5 2,2 +0,7 1.4 1.1 «0,3 1 1.4 =03
Other' 2,5 | 2.3 | 0.2 2. | 244 | 0.0 2.9 | 341 | +0.2
Totals | 100,0 | 100.0 400,0 | 100,0 100,0 | 100,0
e of
Disscdn 3~
ladty 7.5 5.5 bl
’ W, Burcpe - Gesmany, Austria, Netherlands, Belgimm, Finland,

France, Noxway, Sweden,
E, Burope - Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Latvia, Rumania,
Lithuania,
- Bolivia, Bumma, Fiji, India, Indonesia, South
Africas, Mexico, Canada, Egypt, United States,
Souree: New Zealand Department of Statisties,

Other

The consentration of New Zealand bomn Jews in the eensus divisions
of Group A 45 not surprising, Residence in a higher status area re~
guires an adeguate income and consequently is related to occupational
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structure. The New Zealand born Jew has two possible advantages over

the foreign bormn in relation to advance in the occupational system,
First, a high degree of cultural affinity or similarity with the host
society and henece understanding of its ways, and second, an increased
emount of time to work his way up through the occupational structure
(this, of course, is dependent on the age of the New Zealand born Jew
and length of residence of the foreign born in New Zealand), The

under-representation in Group A of Jews bom in the United Kingdom is
difficult to explain, particularly as migration has been spread re-
latively consistently over the last 50 years. Further information on

the backgrounds and aspirations of the migrants is required before
valid conclusicns may be drawn,

There were considerable differences between Groups in the Aueckland
Urban Area (Table XVII) in the length of residence in New Zealand.
Over-representations of 3.7 percent and 1.6 percent ocour in the O=i
and 5-9 categories respectively for Group C and under-representations
of 6.0 percent and 3.5 percent respectively for the same categories in
Group A. On the other hand, under-representations of 3.5 percent and
0.9 percent occur in the 20+29 and 30-39 categories respectively for
Group C and over-representations of 6,6 percent and 2,8 percent for the
sane categories in Group A, The 10-14 and 15+19 duration of residence
categories appear to be transitional categories between Groups A and C.

Table XVII illustrates a relationship between residence in Group A,
B or € and the length of time that foreign bom Jews have been established
in New Zealand, Other things being equal, it would appear that the
longer the period of residence in New Zealand for the foreign bom Jews
the greater the likelihood of residential losation in Group A, On the
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other hand, recent New Zealand arrivals will most commonly reside in

Gmp Cs

TABLE XVII

A COMPARISON OF FOREIGN BORN !IEBREW GROUPS IN THE AUCKLAND URBAN

AREA BY DURATION OF RESIDENCE IN NEW ZEALAND, 1966,

Group A Group B Group €
DurationBxpect-(Actual | %  |[Expect-|Actual | % Expect~|Actual | %
of Resie~| 00 % | % differ-| ed % | % differ-| ed % | % differ-
&noe enge ence ence
Years
O=l 133 T3 «6.0 12,9 | 12.9 0.0 12,9 | 16,6 +3.7
5=9 10,8 T3 =35 104 | 11,9 +.5 10,6 | 12.2 +1,6
w '-111- 1208 1’.5 ’007 ‘2.’ 15., *’go 13.0 11 .1 -f .9
15'” 15.0 'ls., 0007 i‘g‘& 120’ =3e5 16.0 ‘8.1 +2,1
"‘a 50, " o9 ‘.“o‘ 254 230’ -1 -5 254 21.9 ‘3.5
”" 59 3.7 +2.8 6.0 L0 «2,0 6.1 De2 =0,9
O-19 7.6 6.6 -4,0 Te5 9.0 +1.5 7.8 7.8 0.0
501' 3.} N +1 o‘ 805 905 +1 .0 3.2 ?n‘l ""‘.i
Totals [100.,0 (100,0 100,0 [100,0 100.0 [100,0
Index of

Source: New Zealnd Department of Statistics

(2) ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS
Occupational Status
Ocoupational status has been examined in two ways: the distribution
of totals "Agtively Engaged” and "Not Actively Engaged® (Table XVIII) and
the distribution within totals "Actively Engaged" and "Not Actively En-
gaged" (Tables XIX and XX).
The index of dissimilarity sange between Groups A, B and ¢ for the
totals "Actively Engaged® and totals "Not Actively Engaged (Table XVIII)
was 1,0, Groups A and B contained small over-representations of persons




69.

not actively engaged and small under-representations of persons
agtively engaged.

TABLE XVIII

A COMPARISON OF HEBREW GROUPS IN THE AUCKLAND URBAN AREA BY

TOTALS ACTIVELY ENGAGED AND TOTALS NOT ACTIVELY ENGAGED, 1966.

Group A Group B Group C
E:ot- % | aifferd peot- | % | aifferd peet~ | % | differ-

% ence | ed % ence | ed % ence
Total
Actively
m ‘6* 5509 ~ 2'5 55-5 ‘300 " 3l5 “06 mo1 + 3.5
Not Act.
m‘ 5306 56.1 + 2.5 53.5 57.0 + 505 53* 49.9 -» 305
Totals 100,0 | 100,0 100.0 |100.0 100,0 |100.0
Index
o Dis-
similaddy 2.5 3.5 345
Source: New Zealand Department of Statistiecs

The index of dissimilarity range between Groups in Table XIX was

Je1 and in Teble XX O.4.

(Teble XIX) Jewish "Employers” were over-represented in Groups A and B
by 44 and 3.4 percent respectively and under-represented in Group C by

348 percent. Those in the category "Own Account” were under-represented
in Growp A by 3.0 pereent end over-represented in Group B by 3.8 percent
while "Wage and Salary" earners were over-represented by 3.1 percent
in Group C and under-represented by 6.9 in Group B.

Within the table of totals "Actively Engaged"




TABLE XIX 70.
A COMPARISON OF HEBREW GROUPS IN THE AUCKLAND URBAN AREA
WITHIN THE TOTAL ACTIVELY ENGAGED, 1966,

Actively wmm % |BxpecteActual % Mmmi %
Engaged od%| % |tiffe= ed% | % ag:— ed% | % a:::-—

21@:- 143 } 18k |+ het | 1425 | 1746 |+ 3.4 | 1k | 10,6 (= 3.8
Account 6-8 5.8 - 5.0 6.’ 10-7 + 5-8 7-0 7-2 + 0,2
Wages or
Salary T7eh | 770 |= 0k | T7.3 | 0k (= 6.9 | T7.5 | 804 | + 31
plw 1 05 0.8 = 0.7 1 o’ 1.3 0.0 1.3 1.8 |+ 005

Totals 100.0 [100.0 400.0 [100.0 100.0 [100.,0
Index of
Dissim. ko 6.9 . 3.8

Sourcet New Zealand Department of Statisties

Jewish persons in the two categories within Teble XX were evenly distributed
between Groups.
TABLE XX
A COMPARISCN OF HEBREW GROUPS IN THE AUCKLAND URBAN AREA
WITHIN THE TOTAL NOT ACTIVELY ENGAGED, 1966.

Group A Group B Croup C
Not Brpeot- Actusl| & |Expect- Actusl| % |Bxpech Actuel’ R
Actively | ed % | % |differ~| 0d% | % |@iffer~ od% | £ | aiffer
_Engaged ence ence ence

Retired 7.# 8.0 |~ 0.6 7.‘ 3.5 +1.0 705 ‘Qs - 4,0

on

ﬂ'#

support | 92.6 | 92,0 |+ 0.6 | 924 | Nk |« 10| 92,5 | 95 |+ 1.0
Totals |4100.0 [100.0 100,0 | 100,0 100,0 |100,0

Index of




Differences in oecupatdonal divisions between Groups A, B and C
were indicated by an index of dissimilarity range of 6,9, Within Group
A over-representations in the "Professional, Technical and Related
workers" eategory and "Administrative, Executive and Managerial workers"
category of L.k and 6.3 percent were evident, An under-representation
of 8,7 percent in the "Craftsmen, Production Progess workers and Laboure
ers" category also appeared in Group A, Under-representations of 3,0
and 5,7 percent in the two former categories appeared in Group C and an
over-representation of 6.7 percent in the latter eategory.

While Group A contained a concentration of those employed in "Com-
merce” (4.2 percent), Groups B and C were under-represented in this
industrial category by 3.2 percent and 1.5 percent respectively (Table
XXII)e On the other hand Groups A and B were under-represented by
3+1 percent and 1.2 percent in the Manufacturing" industry, while
Group C was over-represented in this category (2.6 pereent), These
deviations from the expected distribution in each Group account for
the small dissimilarity index of 2.3.

As Groups A, B and C were delimited on the basis of Pool's soeial
grading of the Auckland Urban Area, such deviations between Groups were
only to be expected. The categories of higher over-representation in
Group A in both the "“Occupational Status” and "Ogcupational Divisions"
tables were some of the variables actually used for the delimitation
of social grades,



TABLE XXI

A CQMPARISON OF HEBREW GROUPS IN THE AUCKLAND URBAN AREA BY OCCUPATICNAL DIVISICNS, 1966

- 3.0
= 5.7

+ 0.5
+ 0.8

+ 0.4
+ 6.7

0.0
+ 0.3
0.0

0.C

8.7

- Group A Group B Group C
Oeoupational Divisions Expected | Actual % | Expeeoted |Actual % | Expeoted | Actual
% % |aiffers; % % | differ- % s
ange ange

Professional, Tethnicsl and

Belated Warkers 18.1 22.5| + b 18.2 8.2 0.0 18.0 15.0
Administrative, Executive »nd 2.2 30.5| + 6.3 23.9 274 | + 3.2 2.3 18.6

Managerial Workers
Clerieal Workers 19.2 16.5| = 0.7 19.5 19.5| 0.0 19.4 19.6
Sales Workers 12.8 12,5| = 0.3 13.2 1.9 =13 12.9 13.7
Workers in Transport and

Comunications 1.5 0.5 «1.0 1.3 1.9 #0.6 1.6 2.0
Craf'tsmen, Production Procesas

Workers, Lsbouwrers n.e.i. 17.0 8.3 | = 8.7 17.0 154 | = 1.9 174 23.8
Sexrviece, Sport, Recreation

Workers 6.0 6.0 0.0 5.7 5.7 0.0 5.7 5.7
Warkers not Classifisble 0.8 0.8 0.0 0.6 @ 0.0 ~-0.6 0.5 0.8
Arped Farces 0.0 00| 0.0 0.0 @ 00| 0.0 0.3 0.3
» Pied — . } .

and related 0.4 04| 0.0 0.6 0.6 0.0 0.5 0.5
Totals 400.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0
Index of dissimilerity | 10,7 | 3.8

‘el



TABIE XXII

A COMPARISCN OF HEBREW GROUPS IN THE AUCKLAND URBAN AREA BY INDUSTRY DIVISICNS, 1966

Industry Divisions Expeoted| Actual % | Expeeted| Actual p % Expected | Actual| &%
% % differ~ % % differ- &% % differ-
enoe enge enge
Agriculture, Forestry, Hunting, |
Fishing 0.4 0.4 0.0 0.6 0.6 0.0 0.5 0.5 0.0
Manuf agturing 35.1 32.0 =344 | 35.2 3.0 |-1.2 3.9 37.5 | +2.6
Construction 2.6 1.5 -1 o1 2.5 31 0.6 2.6 2.8 +0.2
Eleotricity, Gas, Steam 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 | 40.6 0.3 0.3 0.0
Transport, Sorege, Commmications| 3.4 1.9 1.5 3.8 LA | 40.6 3.6 L | 40.8
Services 27.2 29.1 K] ‘ 27.0 | 29.6 |+2.6 26.8 24.5 | «2.3
Astivities not adequately descriled 1.5 14 -0 1.3 1.3 0.0 1.6 1.8 | 0.2
Totals 100.0 400.0 400.0 [100.0 100.0 100.0
Index of dissimilavity 6.1 Ly 3.8

Souree: New Zealand Department of Statisties
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The
ZIncome Pistribution

Pool's social grading is reflected in the distribution of incomes
between Groups, With the exception of the $2-$199 income bracket
Group A was consistently over-represented in the higher categories
($2,600-$8,000+) and under represented in the lower eategories ($200-
$2,599) while Group C, also with the exception of the $2-§199 bracket,
was under-represented in the higher categories ($2,600-§8,000+) and
over-represented in the lower categories ($200-$2,599). Group B
contained over- and under-representations similar to those of Group
€e The similarity between Groups B and € is further illustrated
by the distribution of the mean incomes, Whereas the mean income
for Group A lay between $2,200-$2,599 those for Groups B and C lay
between $1,800-$2,199.

Income deviations between Groups reflect the general relation-
ship between ocoupation and income, Professional and managerial
cccupptions are situated well above others in the level of income
they provide. Labourers, production process workers and private household
workers at the other end of the scale receive smaller incomes, and be-
tween these extremes are placed the other occupations., Within each of the
oscupation divisions there is of course a wide range of income,>



TABLE XXIII

A COMPARISON OF HEBREW GROUPS IN THE AUCKLAND URBAN AREA BY

INCOME DIVISIONS, 1966,

75

Group A Group B Group C
Actual | % Expect-jActual | % Expect~|Actual | %

Income | ed % differ-( ed % % differ=| ed % % differ-
Groups ence ence ence
$2-

199 5¢7 Y4 +2,0 640 l|-.6 1. 5.7 Le7 =1,0
$200~

999 16.8 16.0 =0,8 16.9 17.3 +0.4 16.8 17.0 +0,2
$1,000

1799 | 2007 | 15¢3 | =Bek | 2005 | 2he2 | 347 | 2047 | 2348 | +3.1
$1,800

2.199 10.# 70&- ""3-0 10.5 11.9 +1 ol 10.4 121 +1 07
$2,200

2,599 | 8. 79 =0.5 8.2 T3 =0,9 8.4 Oulp +1,0
$2,600

5”9 1608 18.3 +1.5 1609 173 +*0h 16.8 153 «1.5
$4,000

1999 | 646 | 6.9 | 403 | 6ok | 6uh | 0.0 | 646 | 6uh | =0.2
$5,000 - e -

5999 | 3.2 be7 +1.5 3.2 2.7 «0,5 a1 2.0 =11
$6,000| .

6,999 | 2.5 37 +1.2 2.7 bt 1.3 2.7 2.3 =0k
$7, 000

7,999 1.7 5.2 +15 1.8 2.3 +0.5 1.6 0.2 iy
$8,000

. 2 T2 8.9 +1.7 6.’ &-.6 2.3 T2 6.8 0.k

Btals (100,0 | 100,0 100,0 |[100,0 100,0 |100,0
Ihdex of
Diss imij-

Note: The Nil categoxy has been deleted,
Sourge: New Zealand department of Statistics
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(3) CONGLUSIONS

The Hebrew population resident in the Auckland Urban Area is not
homogeneous in gharacter as there are demographic and, more particularly,
marked socio-economic differsnces between each of Groups A, B and C, As
the Groups were delimited on the basis of Pool's social grading of the
Auckland Urban Area these differences reflecting factors of social grade
are ofly to be expected.

The deviations between Groups indicate a residential distribution
corresponding to the socio-economic character of each grouping as defined
by Pool, The index of dissimilarity between Groups A and C was 11,6
for the Birthplace table, 10,2 for the Industry Divisions, 19,5 for the
occupational Divisions, 15.7 for the Income Divisions gnd 18,3 for the
Duration of Residence tables, By comparing Groups A and C it was found
that speeific categories were over-represented in Group A, for example,
the Professional and Managerial occupation groups and higher income
groups.

The socio-economie character of Jews in Group A indicates a high
degree of absorption, that is, entry into productive activity at the highest
level of the economy. It also illustrates that the Jew has undergone
s considerabie/s? residentisl integration as he tends to reside with
his Gentile contemporary of similar socio-economic status rather than
with members of his own ethnic group, On the basis of socio-economie
characteristics the Jew appears to be residentially integrated with the
total population.

Zootnotes
. In 1970, the Department of Statistics stated that no information

would be released for groupings containing less than three persons
(Nelson, R., Department of Btatistics).

2, Pool, I,, 1960, 225~237.

3« Bogue, D.J., 1969, 409,
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CHAPTER FIVE

JEWISH COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS

Any group in the traditional minority situation faces the problem of
how to survive or maintain its cultural identity, Such factors as the
group's desire for survival, the cxistence or absence of extemal hostility,
the degree of economic integration, education, intemmarriage and the need
for social solidarity, mitigate for and against the problem, Ng Bickleen
Pong wrote that, "institutions are indispensable if a society or community
is to m".‘ And indeed, the existence of institutions or organisa-
tions is a first sight evidence of interest in and support for the group's
traditions, and of their reinforcement, The possibility that these ore
ganisations exist because of a keen core of workers and therefore do not
represent the interests of the majority of the community must not, how-
ever, be discounted,

In this chapter, the development, forms and strength of Jewish re~
ligion, education and other voluntary communal organisations in New Zea=
land are described gnd discussed. It is intended to ascertain the
group’s desire for survival and identification, and the influence upon
Jewish institutions of life in a non~Jewish society, Chapter 1 has
suggested that historically the Jewish religion has been a central fea-
ture of Jewish identification and distinctiveness; that the gynagogue,
the symbol of Jewish veligion has traditionally stood as a House of
Prayer, a House of Study and a House of Assembly. For the purposes
of clarity and convenience this chapter has been divided in ascordance
with this threefold distinetion into sections en religious, educational

and other voluntary organisational activity,
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(1) RELIGIOUS ORGANISATION®

HISTORY

The pioneer Jews of New Zealand were deeply aware of their religious
obligations and soon after arrival contrived to organise congregational
life and the grants of land for cemeteries and synagogues., Abraham Hort
(senior) from London was the founder of the Wellington Hebrew Congrega-
tion. Authorised by Dr, Herschell (Chief Rabbi in England) to establish
a Congregation, he conducted the first Hebrew service held in New Zealand
on the 7th Jamary 18,3, four days after his arrival in the colony.
Land for a Jewish eemetery in Wellington was granted in June 1843, al~
though the site for a synagogue was then refused, Services were thus
held in Hort's house in which he acted as lay minister and lay reader.
On his retum to England in 1859, services commenced in the house of
Joseph Nathan with Benjamin Asron officiating as Reader and Shohet,”
Eventually, ever increasing numbers necessitated the removal of the
temporary synagogue from Joseph's house to the Masaonic Hall in Bouleott
Street, In Janmuary 1870 a new gynagogue "Beth E1" situated on the
Terrace and seating 150 men and 70 women was consecrated.

The amall Jewish community in Auckland first met for Sabbath and
festival prayers in David Nathan's Shortland Street house in the early
4840's, With the expansion of the commnity, he fitted up a special
room in his store for services. Ralph Keesing, Charles Davis and Philip
8. Solomon officiated until the arrival of the Rev, Moses Elkin in 1864.
Lend for a burial ground wes granted by the Govemmor and a building leased
in 1885 and eventually purchased in 1862 to act as a Synagogue. Here
the Congregation remained until 1884, the Rev, Moses Elkin officiating
until 1879, A difference of opinion involving leading members of the
Auckland Congregation led to the establishment of the "Gates of Hope" Con~
gregation and the sppointment of a minister from England (Rev, J.E,



Myers), who remained in Auckland only a few years before retuming to

England, The dispute was settled somn after and the communitics re~
united,

Pelor to the discovery of gold, only five Jewish families lived in
Dunedin, The arrival of Jewish miners and treders in the oity led to
the establishment of a congregation, and acquisition of a Synagogue and
burial ground, On January 15, 1862, 14 Jews met and pledged themsslves
to fom a Congregation, A small wooden duilding in George Street was
purchased to become the first synagogue. The membership totalled 4D
men, David Isance was appointed lay preacher in April 1863 and a new
aymagogue had been consecreted in Moray Place hy September 1863, This
was not an ideal place for worship and in 1881 a second building was
erected at a cost of £4,800,

Louis Edward Nathen, Christcimrch's first Jewish settler was re-
spongibdble for the founding of the Canterbury Hebrew Congregation,
Prior to the establishment of the first synagogue, services were held
in Nathan's home in St, Asaph Street under the leadership of Mark Marics,
A government grant enabled the congregation to gonstmuet a bullding
for the sun of £300 which was conseorated in 1864, After severel lay
appointnents, a mather colourful personality, the Rev, I, Zachariah a
Baghdadi Sephardi Jow was appointed as Minister and Shohet in 1870,
The commmity suffered, however, in both mmbers and prosperity, while
relationships botween Zachariah and his community went from bed to worse,
This led to Zachariah's retirement and the asppeintment of the Rev, A.T.
Chodowsicd 4n 1880, The latter remained until 189 when he had to shift
to Brisbene as there was ne mengy to pay him,

In these early years three minor congregaticns developed for short
periods in the towms of Hokitika, Timaru and Nelsen, The discovery of
8014 paved the way for settlement in Holkitika, As soon as the first
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Jews arrived steps were to form g Congregation. Land was granted for

a cemetery and synagogue and the latter which seated 125 persons was
dedicated on September 23, 1867 (Plate 2), The Rev, Isaac Zachariah
sueceeded various lay persons as Minister and Shohet. At the height of
the gold rushes it is reported that Jews from all over the West Coast
would gather in Hokitika on High Holy Days. However, the outworking of
the gold caused droves of miners to leave the coast, ineluding Zachariah
whom the depleted Congregation could no longer afford to pay. By 1900,
only 5 or 6 Jewish families remained and the unused synagogue literally
fell to pieces.

The desire to establish a house of worship impelled Timaru's five
Jewish families to found the South Canterbury Congregation. Land for
a cemetery and synagogue was obtained and the Rev. Jacob Levy appointed
from Dunedin as Reader and Shohet, On 21 June, 1875 the foundation
stone of the synagogue was laid and three months later the building con-
secrated before the 27 strong community. After a few years the Rev.
Levy left for the North Island and the Rev, Zacharish conducted prayers
on the High Holy Pays. On Zachariah's retum to his original post in
Christechurch in the 1890's the Timayu synagogue ceased to funetion,

The number of Jews in Nelson did not warrent a govemment grant for
& sgynagogue although land had been received for a cemetexry, Hyam Davis
therefore bought land with his own money and with monetary assistance
from other New Zealand Congregations built an imposing wooden synagogue
(dedicated in 1870) similar to that at Hokitika, The Hokitiks pattem
was re-enacted in Nelson, With the failure of the gold leads, many
left including the minister, Simon Buchols carried on as Honorary
Reader until he left the district. After 1895 the synagogue did not
re-cpen for Jewish worship.
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During the 1870's and 1880's the steadily increasing Jewish popula-

tion led to an expansion of Congregational activity in New Zealand but
more particularly in Auckland and Wellington, In Wellington, the lev,.
H, Van Staveren ministered for a period of 53 years (1877-1930) ably
assisted for 2, years by the Rev, Ch. Pitkowsky (1906-1930), Since the
deaths of Rabbi H, Van Staveren and Rev. Ch, Pitkowsky the Wellington
community has experienced many changes of leadership, but apart from
various m'k formed at different times by particular groups of Jews,
hasremained united, A new gynagogue was consecrated in 1929 to accomo-
date Wellington's expanding Jewish congregation,

In Auckland much of the enthusiasm and activity must be attributed
to the Rev, S.A. Goldstein who in 1930 eompleted 50 years of service
with the Congregation. Rabbi Astor who leads the Congregation today
has already completed 4O years of service.

THE PRESENT
Orthodox Jewxy

In 1966, 79 percent of New Zealand Jewry lived in the three New
Zealand Urban Areas of Auckland, Wellington and Christehurech; 43 percent
in Auckland, 30 percent in Wellington and 6 percent in Christchurch,
Auckland and Wellington have aptly been ealled the spi-itual giants of
New Zealand Jewry.” In 1968, the Auckland Hebrew Congregation moved
from their Pringes Street premises into a fine new building ineluding
a major and minor synagogue, offieces, halls, classrooms and a kindere
garten (Plate 3). Rabbi Astor (pers comm, 1969) estimates the present
synagogue membership to be between 850 and 900 persons. Of the adult
commnity, approximately 50 percent are New Zealand bom, 30 percent
were bom in various countries of Europe and 20 percent were bom in
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Bl
the United Kingdom and other countries of the British Commonwealth,

The Wellington Hebrew Congregation, resident in a smaller and older
building on the Terrace has a membership of approximetely 1500, Al-
thcugh the community is elosely knit it is possible to differentiate
groups of English, Polish and German Jews. The present aynagogue
membership in Christehurch is approximately 250 persons, with some 75

percent being New Zealand bom Jews,

Liberal Jewry®

Liberal Judaism commenced in New Zealand with a publie meeting held
for interested persons in November 1953, At subsequent meetings a small
committee was set up and Sabbath morning services instituted, Property
was purchased in Manukau Road, Epsom, the building being converted into
a hall, which was dedicated by Rabbi Sanger, the Senior Rabbi of Temple
Beth Israel (Melboume) in 1955. Meanwhile funds were raised for the
present Temple Shalom, which was gonstructed in front of the hall build-
ing and dedicated by Rabbi Braseh (Sydney) in 1957. A total of 25
persons eonstituted the initial eongregation, which reached its peak of
130 4n 1957, but which has since diminished to approximately 100 people.
Mr J, Glatt (pers comm, 1969) attributes the loss to persens falling a-
way, and to a number leaving the country,.

Following the Auckland example, a Liberal congregation was instituted
in Wellington 4n 1959, Early in 1960 over 60 people gathered for the
first communal seder at the home of Mr and Mrs R, Dalley of Seatoun, In
Mgy 1960 the purchase of a property in Ghusnee Street, Wellington, was
approved by the newly elected gcommittee, The inaugural service was held
in March 1961, and the Temple building (Temple Sinai) dedicated by Rabbi
Sanger (Melboume) in April 1964, In 1969 the Jewish Liberal Congrege~
tions of Auckland and Wellington finalized the appointment of Rabbi
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Samel H, Tovelev (previously Minister at Synagogue Har-Bl, Jerusalem)

as the leader of Liberal Judaism in New Zealand.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Before the tum of the eentury, seven Hebrew congregations had been
established in New Zealand, The first Jewish settlers were almost all
of English birth and even those who came from Posen and the German=-
Polish border had resided for some years in either England or Australia.
Thus as well as the ties of a common faith and historical heritage there
were ties of a common soeial background and country, The constitution
and laws of each synagogue were modelled on the laws of the Great Syna-
gogue in Duke's Place, London, whilst the authority of the Chief Rabbi
of England in all congregational matters was undisputed.

Although evidence suggests that the pioneer Jewish settlers were
imbued with a strong religious faith the transient and unstable nature
of the population in Hokitika, Timaru and Nelson and the population
shift northward and difficulty in obtaining ministers meant that these
three congregations were shortlived, Since the turn of the century popu-
lation decline, the cost involved in maintaining a minister and lack of
facilities in New Zealand have contributed to the decline of the two
southem eongregations (i.e, Dunedin and Christehureh), It would appear
also that modern New Zealand Jewry does not recognise its spiritual
obligations as in the past, Goldman’ wrote that most New Zealand bom
Hebrews are formal members of the synagogue. They attend on the major
High Holy Days but on very few others, He concluded that for the majorie
ty of the members of modem New Zealand Jewry, the synagogue is a symbol.

It is not surprising then that there have been a series of concessi~s
made in gynagogue ritual and practice, The customary Orthodox Jewish

practice of conducting twice daily services in the aynagogue has long
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been abolished, Rabbi Goldman commented that Sabbath momning services

started in peculiar places in the prayer book in some synagogues, whilst
&t one time in Dunedin, the committee introduced the triennial sgystem

of reading the Law, in which the Pentateuch was read once every three
mrathortlunmmﬂm.a Dunedin also wanted the shortening
of prayers and stipulated that under no circumstances was the Sabbath
moming serviece allowed $o econtinue beyond an hour, When it is realised
that sueh institutional eoncessions have gone hand in hand with the
gradual sbandonment of Jewish religious prectiges in the home the trend
towards assimilation becomes apparent,

The present condition of New Zealand Jewry in the religious sphere
appears to parallel that of the Melboumme Jewish community in the
early 1920's, In a largely structurelly assimilated Jewish community
the gynagogues were peopled by Jews who adhered to few of its Practices.
The congregations were entitled to be ealled Orthodox only because they
kept to the Orthodox synagogue service and were led by Orthodox Rabbis,
The number of strietly observant practising Jews was small and had little
influence on the community,

A small section of the Melbourmne community were convinced that
Judaism was out of date and in need of modernization, Sabbath laws,
dietary provisions and the gynagogue service itself were areas of con=-
eem, This section wished to replace Hebrew with English as the main
language of prayer, and to abolish the segregation of the sexes in the
gynagogue. In 1930 the first Liberal Temple in Australia was establishe
ed in Melbourne, Howefer, the community still proudly ascepted its
status as Jews and strongly desired to ensure the group's survival,
This was to be seen for example in the strong opposition ¢o inter-
marriage and demands for more and better Jewish education for their
children, Conscious attempts have been made by both the New Zealand
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and Melboume communities to prevent intemarriage and provide the re-

quired education for their children. However, whereas the synagogue has
now (1950-1970) become an effective means of disseminating these ideals
in Melboume, other channels have been utilised in New Zealand,

(2) EDUCATIONAL ORGANISATION

Jewish edusation provides the basis for perpetuating the Jewish
heritage, It is the primary medium through which a person is introduced
to the practices and beliefs of the Jewish religion, and the literature,
histoxy and culture of the Jewish people. Ascording to Medding,’ the
amount and quality of formal Jewish education is the most significant
indication of a2 community's desire and prospects for survival,
HISTORY

Goldman wrote of the initial apathy apparent in the field of edusa~
tion in New Zealand, Religious educational elasses were established
n Dunedin under Joseph Myers four years after the foundation of the con=
gregation, However, perental support was negligible and the synagogue
comnittee had to take the school under its wing until the death of the
Rev, B, Lischenstedn in June 1892 when it ceased to function altogether.
Nine months later, on the appointment of the Rev, J.L. Harrison, the
school reopened but only began to function properly on the appointment
od Dr Wolf Heinemann as Superintendent in July 1896. In the early
days in Christelureh the Canterbury Jewish Sabbath School was conducted
in the gynagogue after the Sabbath moming service, The scareity of
funds, many ministerial changes and lack of enthusiasm of members cone
tributed towards the irregularity of weekday classes, In 1891, the
Hebrew school was closed altogether and the minister instructed those
who desired it privately in their homes,



88,
Conditions were no better in the North Islands On his arrival in

Wellington in 1877, Rabbi H, Van Staveren immediately established both
a Hebrew and a Sabbath school, In the former, lessons were given three
times a week - a total of six hours tuition. Boys and girls were
taught separately. In 1894, a peak 60 enrolments was reached, but by
then the pupils largely hypassed the mid-week classes attending only
during the weckends, It is reported that year after year in his annual
reports Van Staveren admonished the parents about their apathy towards
their children's Hebrew education, His admonishments appeared to fall
on deaf ears, BSome time after his arrival in 1864 the Rev, Moses Elkin
established both Hebrew and Sabbath Schools in Augkland, His teachers,
who eonsisted of non~trained volunteers, had noe prayer-bocks or primers
with which to teach the children and an appeal for books had to be made
to the Australian congregations,

In these early years it appears that Hebrew education was not taken
very seriously by either parents or children., Complaints by the clergy
to parents concerning the effect of the neglect of Jewish education

made little impression., Standaxds were low, equipment and textbooks often

insufficient., Apparently the teaching material or curriculum was poor
and most of the teachers inexperienced or untrained and consequently had
difficulty in imparting enthusiastically the knowledge they did possess,
O0ften, too, the teachers did not observe the religious precepts they
were or should have been teaching so that perplexity resulted in the
minds of the children when practices they were taught were not followed
by parents or teachers.

THE PRESENT
Since the late 1940's, however, a remarkable new interest in Jewish
education in New Zealand has been apparent, This has not been gonfined
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to the Hebrew or Sabbath Schools only, but has taken three broad forms:

en intensification of interest in the sphere of formal education; the
establishment of Youth Clubs, a youth magaszine, annual Youth Camps and
the exchange of personnel with Israel; and a new emphasis on adult
education with the formation of adnlt discussion groups, teaching of
Hebrew, etc. Each of these aspects will be dealt with in tum,
Zorna) Eduoation

In 1953, Mr A, Finklestein, then Chairman of the Zionist Couneil
Eduecation Department, prepared a report for the first Dominion confer-
ence on Jewish education called by the Board of Jewish ministers of New
Zealand, Rabbi Hugo Stransky, senior spiritual leader in New Zealand

at that time reported in the New Zealand Jewish Chroniole thati-

"the great need to enlarge existing faeilities and
adopt a more positive and aggressive programme was
recognised, A Committee of Jewish Education to be
established with a full time director to head a re~
vitalised programme was the prinecipal recommenda-
tion of the Conference”,

In the wider educational sphere it was also suggested that:~-
"a greater effort should be made to keep the young

people together by substantially inecreasing the
activities of the clubs and by linking the community

month the Jews of the world through frequent

Another major step forward was taken when My Asher Wiener of Lower
Hutt presented a peper to the Easter Weekend Plenaxy of the New Zealand
Zienist Couneil 4n 1959, Mr Wiener deseribed the main aim of Jewish
education (1.0, to develop in the Jewish children and youths a voluntaxy
aim to eontinue our Jewish heritage), and the present day state (1959)
of Jewish edusation in New Zealand, Three suggestions were made to
help meet contemporary educational demands; the adoption of a plan
for educational resconstruction, the eonstitution of a central education-
el authority, and an appeal for funds to be launched to the commnity,
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While stressing that parents themselves must first be educatéd to realise

that their children must have a Jewish education and secondly that there
must be close liason between home and education, he proposed the estab-
lishment of kindergartens, aftemoon and evening elasses, moming
classes in schools, further education of youths, and study groups to ine
clude University students, young married gouples and other adults. Sub~
Jeots to be taught were the Hebrew language, knowledge of the Jewish re-
ligion, Mov.lmm.“mmmmmom
past and present Hebrew literature, knowledge of the State of Isrsel
and Tedaka (the necessity to give aid) and support to all Israeli and
Jewish causes.

The paper provoked a spate of letters and discussion in the New Zea-
Aand Jewish Chronigle as well as the fomation of committees to delve
into the questions of the establishment of Jewish Day Schools, The
only congrete result to date has been the establishment of a "Kadimah"
(Jewish kindergarten) by the Auckland Hebrew Congregation whilst a Jew-
ish Day School is proposed for 1971 starting with one primer class only
and gradually increasing the number of gradess This is in addition to
the regular Sabbath School and mid-week classes.

The youth organisations of Habonim and B'nei Akiva exist in Aucgk-
land, Wellington and pessibly Christehurech, The fommer is a Zionist
organisation whigh fosters Jewish eulture generally and especially edu-
cation in Zionism, Regular weekly meetings are held throughout the
year for those between the ages of 10-25 years, The group conducts
classes in modem Hebrew snd in Israeli art, musie and daneing, and
holds seminars during school vacations, Youth are encouraged to go
on Aliyah (emigrate to Israsl) to help in the upbuilding of the Jewish
State.
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Annual Youth Camps have been organised by the Zionist Couneil sinee

4944, Approximately 300 attend so that junior and senior camps have be-
come a necessity. The camps enable the Jewish youth of the countxy to
meet and get to know eash other socially, but (more importantly) aim also
to bring them to a eonsciousness and understanding of the Jewish position
in the world.

In November 1948, the first Youth Emissary (trained youth leader)
arrived in New Zealand. He was sent hy the Jewish Agenoy in Jerusalem
especially to build up the youth movements in Australia and New Zealand
W conducting special leaders® courses, devoting time to lectures, dis-
oussion and general education, and making a major eontribution to the
annual youth eamp., In 1960, New Zealand obtained its first long tem
permanent workers from Israel on a two yearly basis,

Maodon B'ned Akiva is a religious youth group catering for those
between the ages of 10-23 years. Seminars and camps are held in whigh
the children are instructed in all aspects of Jewish life. Seouting
activities are included and several youths have been sent to Israel on
special study courses. A major feature is the training of youth to
hold their omn Sabbath services.

Sinece its initiation the magasine Hagesher has made a major con-
tribution to the youth education of the country. The first supplement
of Hagesher (The Bridge), put out by the Education and Youth Department,
was incozporated in the August 195! issue of the New Zealand Jewish
Shronigles, Sinee then the supplements have continued eoming out fairly
regularly. The supplement endeavours to present Jewish history in a
readable form, to deseribe the festivals and their meaning, to increase
knowledge about Israsl and to encourage all youth to play its part in
communal life and in Jewish youth organisations, The magaszine reaches



almost all Jewish homes in the Deminion,

e has an overall edugative funetion,
Its general content is discussed in Chapter 6. Early in the 1950's a
drive was commenced to make the average members of the Jewish congrega=-

tions Jewish book conscious, Libraries were established in Auckland
and Wellington and 1ists of new arrivals and book rewiews published in
the Chronicle. As well as "Teach Yourself Hebrew" sponsored in the
Chronicle, Hebrew olasses are held in Auckland and Wellington,

Zionist Societies in the various centres organise eultural evenings,
lectures, film screenings ete., giving information en the latest develop-
ments in Israel. The FPriends of the Hebrew University disseminates
literature on the University and holds occasional lectures and cultural
evenings, In Auckland, a Jewish Study Circle was founded in 1940 for
the study of Jewish history, literature, religion etec,, whilst adult
discussion groups are operative in Wellington, Auckland and Christchurch,

CONCLUSIONS

The new interest in Jewish education in New Zealand may be largely
attributed to the strengthening of Jewish consciousness associated with
the Nasi persecution and establishment of the State of Israel, The
fact that Hebrew is now a living language provides a new ingentive to
teach it to the children., The Jewish people look with pride at the
Isrecli achievement ~ this leads to an identification with their past
heritage and in the progess other aspects such as religion, traditional
oustoms and history regain their prominense. Much of the impetus re-
guived for these new teends was provided by the Central European Jews
who arrived in the late 1930's expecting Jewish fagilities of a similar
standard as those experiensed at home,
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(3) OTHER VOLUNTARY COMMUNAL ORGANISATIONS

It has been suggested that through the medium of Jewish education
a person is introduced to the practices and beliefs of the Jewish re-
ligion, and the literature, history and culture of the Jewish pecple.

It is now postulated that reinforgcement of these practices and beliefs
oceurs through communal newspapers and organisations and in all places
where Jewish people meet together.

HISTORY

A miltitude of differing communal organisations have existed within
New Zealand Jewry at various times during the last 100 years, Apart
from the Congregations, there have been those connected with welfare,
social, Zionist, educational and cultural activities, sporting bodies,
burial sooieties and these catering for the youth,

Benevolent aid and burisl societies were among the first organisa-
tions established in the four main Jewish ecentres of New Zealand, In both
instances, Dunedin appears to have taken the lead. At the annual meeting
of the Dunedin Congregation in 1873, a branch of the Anglo-Jewish Associa~
Lion was formed, The work of this society which operated with the
rance, econsisted ehiefly in the pro=-
motion of Jewish education in the East; in Greece, Roumania, Turkey and
Egypt. In 1886 Mr Julius Hyman founded and became first President of the
Philanthropis Sogigety in Dunedin, the objeet of which is the relief of the
Jewish poor, either those belonging to the provinsce or strangers requiring
temporary assistance. Dunedin also established the first Chevre Kadisha
Soeiety in the colony in 1891, to attend to the sick and to give the
last rites to the dead. Similar societies were subsequently established
in Auckland, Wellingten and Christehurch,.

The 1890"s and carly 1900's were characterised by the establishment
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of a number of institutions of a social character to meet the needs of

the expanding communities, Wellington was the pioneer in this respect,
b having been founded in 1905, Apart
from nomal e¢lub aptivities members participated in debating, and annual
smoking eoncert and an annual pienie, In 1921 the elub, now knowmn as
the Wellington Jewish Soeial €lub moved into larger premises and widened
its activities with the formation of a cricket team and the establish-
ment of a separate olub for the ladies - the Wellington Jewish Women's
Soedal Glub. An Augkland Jewish Soeial Glub wes formed in 1923; it
waned during the depression but reformed in 1931 primarily as a business—
men's lunch e¢lub, The Canterbury Jewish Soeigl Club founded in 1907
faded and revived several times, and the Dunedin Club first operative
in 1924 aims at present to provide social amenities for Dunedin's Jew-
ish University students.

Many societies have flourished throughout New Zealand for brief

periods. In Wellington, a Boy Scout's Association, & Girl Guides
Association, Boy's Club, Jewish Young Feoples League, Maccabean Club

for athleties, Nellington Jewish Wemen's Guild and a Hutt Jewish Women's
Suild have been among the most prominent, Auckland too has had its
Judean Gix) Guides Assecistion and
Augkland Jowish @4rls' Sceiety, which all started with enthusiasm but
gradually lapsed, After World War II a number of English Jews estab~
lished the Augklend Colenigl Club o provide for some of their needs,

The Union of Jewish Women in New Zealand with brenches in the four main
eentres unites the Jewish women of the country in their activities and has
a rather more pemmanent scharacter.

Zionisn
Zionism originated as a movement seeking to solve the problem of
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Jewish homelessness through the establishment of Palestine as the

National Homeland for the Jewish people. Simultaneously, it strove for
a oultural and spiritual renaissance of the Jewish pecple in whatever
eountyy they resided. The second aim still stands but with the former
aim ascomplished the emphasis now lies on the necessity to help with the
provision of funds for the work of upbullding Israel.

Zionist sctivity started modestly in New Zealand with the formation
of the Auckland and Wellington Zionist Societies in 1903, At first
supplementing the social clubs established in the various eities it
gradually prevailed over all other communal agtivities. The major
activity of the Zionist movement in New Zealand is the annual United
Isreel Fund Raising Appeal. To make the community wide appeal,
emissaries are brought from Israel. Israel Cohen, one of the first
of these emissaries visited New Zealand on behalf of the Palestine
Restoration Fund reising £21,480 for the cause., Zionist Societies at
present operate in Wellington, Auckland, Christehurch, Dunedin Hamilton,
Palmerston North and Gisborme., The other fund raising organisations
are the Jewish Netional Fund'> and Womens Intemstional Zionist Or-
genisation. Mrs David Nathan founded the New Zealand branch of
W.I1.2,0, in 1927, The New Zealand Womens Zionist Society pioneered
the idea of establishing Infant Welfare and Mothereraft Centres in
Israsl on the lines of the Ne
have helped with funds and personnel $o establish New Zealand House in
Israel which serves the speecial objects of W.I,Z2.0. Youth Aliyah in
New Zealand raises mongy and collects elothing and toys for the rehabe
ilitation of migrant echildren in Isreel. Purther funds are eollected
by other organisations (e.g. the Friend
specifiec institutions or purposes in Israel.
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The second emphasis, strengthening of Jewish consciousness and

loyalty as a barrier against assicilation and means of ensuring community
survival has received considerable attention sinece the 1940's. The
Zionist youth elub, Habonim, various youth ecamps and lectures organised
for youth, as well as the adult discussion groups, eultural activities,
and Hebrew classes have been discussed previously.

CONCLUSIONS

Present day New Zealand voluntary organisational asetivity is booming.
Various welfare, youth, cultural, educational and social organisations
exist in all centres where substantial numbers of Jews reside (See
Appendix D), The Zionist movement in New Zealand has established a
vast arrgy of activities and, as a result of the prestige of Israel
among Jews, has come to occupy a position of major influence and im-
portance in the Jewish community, It demands little from the individu-
8l Jew ( gympathy for the Jewish State and financial support) and pro-
vides in retumn a means of Jewish identification requiring little come
pared with other forms e.g. ritual practices. In my opinion, Zionism
has been the major means in New Zealand of strengthening a Jewish
consciousness and group loyalty which had waned eonsiderably prior to
the establishment of the State of Israel, While retaining its present
strength, Zionism will also provide a major means of ensuring community
survival,

Zootnotes
1. Fong, N.B., 1959, 50,
2, Information for the historical sections of this shapter comes pre-
dominantly from Goldman, L.M,, 1958, The History of the Jews in
New Zealand.
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7.
Reader -~ Person who reads the Law,

Shohet - A trained ritual slaughterer of animals and poultry,
Minyen ~ Group of ten male adult Jews, the minimum required for
communal prayer.

Goldman, L.M., 1958, 119,

Libersl Judaism: "A religious trend advoeating modifisation of
Orthodox tradition in eonformity with the exigencies of con-
temporary life and thought, The essential difference between
Liberal and Orthodox Judaism revolves around the authority of
the halakhah (that part of Jewish literature which deals with
religious, ethieal, eivil and eriminal law), Whereas Ortho-
doxy maintains the Divine authority of a halakhah in both its
biblical and rabbinic expressions, Liberal Judaism subjects
religious law and customs to the judgement of man,"
(Werblowsky, R.J. and Wigeder, G., 1965, The Engyelopedia of
Lhe Jewish Religion, 328).

Goldman, L.M., 1958, 186-188,
Pententauch ~ The first five books of the 01d Testament,
Medding, P.Y., 4968, 77.

New Zealand Jewish Chronicle, 1953«

Midyash - The enommous body of parables, tales and homilies in
classic Judaism, based on exegesis of Seriptural passages.
J.N.F, (Jewish National Fund), for land development and re-
afforestation in Isreel.
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CHAPTER SIX

Minority group literature is an important medium of eommunication
through which the course of adjustment of the minority group may be in-
fluenced, This chapter aims to show the part played by the New Zealand
Jewish press, and its eontribution to the process of assimilation be-
tween the Jewish people and the host society. An examination of the
content and funetion of the press will be preceded hy a brief summary
of its histoxy.

(1) HIsToRy’

Since its ineception in 1921, the New Zealand Jewish press has pub-
lished a small but eontinuous series of magazines, journals and news-
papers, The first known Jewish paper in New Zealand was established in
4921 by Leon Cohen; it was a four page humowous broadsheet, the Ish
Kabibel,? published on behalf of the Wellingten Jewish Soeial Club.
Late in 1921 editorship of the paper changed to Ben Green, who made its
tone more serious, renamed it the Jewish Times and ealled it the organ
of New Zealand Jewry. The paper developed into a monthly joumnal of
about 20 pages adding sueh new features as an editorial comment on
various local and national Jewish activities and a Jewish Enguiry Column,
In 1926 a Zionist Supplement - independent of editorial poliey - was in-
corporated as the Wellington Palestine League mouthpiese, Publigation
of the Jewish Times ceased in Jamuaxy 1932, The Jewish Review, a
monthly soeial joumal, published in Wellington and edited by Messis
M, Pitt and A, Xatronski was its successor from 1935 to 1940,

The year 1940 was a time of world-wide erisis for the Jewish people
and overseas news was avidly sought, In response to this need Mrs A,
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Astor, under the sponsorship of the Auckland Judean Association and

with the support of the Board of Management of the Auckland Synagogue and
local societies, commensced publishing the Auckland Judean. Beginning as
a small eight page publication in July 1940 it developed into a monthly
Joumal covering world Jewish affairs and opinions and, in addition,
providing local news for the Auckland community. This joumal changed
its name to the New Zealand Judean Bulletin and subseguently to the New
Zealand Jewish Bulletin, in each instance with an inereased coverage of
New Zealand Jewish communal and eongregational activities.

With the expansion of the Zionist movement in the mid 1940's, the
Zionist Council of New Zealand decided to publish its omn joummal, the
New Zealand Jewish Chronigle. It was first issued in September 154
and although essentially a Zionist monthly also presented general Jewish
news, Thus, two Jewish joumals were being published simultanecusly,

In April 1949 the Chroniele and Bulletin merged retaining the name the
New Zealand Jewish Chronigle, with Mrs A, Astor as managing editress,
Of the merger Mrs Astor wrote,

"our people have ¢lose relationships and interests in
all centres, and a paper which concentrates on one
section only (Auckland) is incomplete as a chronicle
of New Zealand Jewry and does not give a true record
for intemal or overseas files,.. Deplorable waste

was invélved in printing two papers with prectically
the same overseas news,

March 21, 1961 saw the advent of fortnightly rether than monthly issues
of the New Zealand Jowish Chrenicle. The format ehanged from that of a
Joumal to a newspsper, and up~to-date cable news from London and letter
rate aimail news from Israel, Australia, America and England was included
in greater quantity giving the New Zealand gommmnity a fuller coverage of
world, as well as local, Jewish affairs, A further change was heralded
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in September, 1969 when the newspaper again became a magamine with a

glosgy cover although substantially the same news coverages

The inelusion of a youth supplement Hagesher, edited by the Education
and Youth Departments, from August 1951 is worthy of note., Articles
aimed to present Jewish history in a readable form, to describe the tradi-
tional festivals, to inerease knowledge about Israel and to encourage all
youth to play its part in communal life and in Jewish Youth Organisations,

It would appear that from time to time various congregational and
club magasines have been distributed. For example: ¢he Wellington Jew-
ish Social Club issued for a short period from March 1955 a four page
broadsheet, the Monthly Review. These magaszines are of special interest
to the group coneemed and have a limited cireulation compared with those
previously discussed,

At present, the national New Zealand Jewish press consists of the
widely distributed New Zealand Jewish Chronicle. It is the official
organ of the Zionist Council of New Zealand, and the only current record
of the Jewish pecple in New Zealand, With the affiliation and associa=-
tion of most major Jewish organisations it describes the efforts of dedi=-
cated people to maintain all that to which Jews hold fast in the Diaspora.
It is a major means of disseminating Jewish news and ideals and provides
a forum for discussion and evaluation of Jewish standards,

(2) CONTENT AND FUNCTION ANALYSIS

The methodological framework utilised in this eontent and function
analysis of the New Zealand Jewish press was that formulated by Gilson and
Zubrayeld in their recently published book, The Foreign-Language Press
in Australis 1848-1964, In this work, foreign-language newspapers and
periodicals from 28 national groups resident in Australia were studied,
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the enly two major exceptions being the Chinese and Yiddish presses.”

Part I of the work is concerned with the history of foreign-language
Journalism in Australia; Part IT with a content analysis of the press;
and Part III consists of a discussion on the "natural history of the im-
migrant pressf, its major subdivisions and Mmorphom.s

In Part II (the major portion of the work), Gilson and Zubrazycki
advanced four hypotheses; the first two concerned with the content and
function of the press and the latter two directed towards its effect on
the readers, They, as the writer of this thesis has done, decided to
econcentrate research on Hypotheses A and B only.

Hypothesis A reads: (adapted) the New Zealand Jewish press is pre-
dominantly conecerned with the maintenance of the cultural identity of the
Jewish people. The coneept of "cultural identity"™ refers to the social
behavioural characteristics distinguishing the minority group from the
host society, e.g. langnage, ecommon religious belief, the customary
differences in the style of food and eating habits, In this study, the
degree to which the press perpetuates the Jewish sense of cultural i~
dentity is investigated.

Hypothesis B: (adapted) the New Zealand Jewish press is not merely
& medium for the communication of local news but isalso a means of
translating and transmitting New Zealand ways and values to the Jewish
people, Transmission of ways and values requires explanation, It is
postulated that the press provides the Jew with a range of information
about New Zealand. By leaming these things about New Zealand “ways
and values® the minority group member acquires social behaviour of which
the host society spproves.

The evidence brought to bear en Hypotheses A and B includes a
quantitative analysis of space distribution, and a qualitative assess~
ment of the tone of selected extracts, Following Gilson and Zubrayecki
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two steps appeared necessary to make the analysis objeective in comparison

with a purely impressionistic review of content as for example given in
Trlin and Cleveland's articles in M.G These were to devise a sim-
ple and workable system of elassification of the contents of a particular
sample, and to select a quantitative unit of measurement so that the
chosen categories of eontents could be compared,
Sample

Five years (1927, 1937, 1947, 1957 and 1967) were selected for
function and content analysis., Samples for analysis were selected at
ten yearly intervals from 1927 which represented the date of the first
readily available journal, Within each year the joumal semple’ eon-
sisted of 12 issues (with the exception of 1947 and 1957 when only nine
and ten issues were printed respectively). For the years 1927-1957 inclu-
siwe, this included the complete years issues, but for 4967 the issues
analysed represent the first published each calendar month,

Glassificstion of Content

It would appear that within the New Zealand Jewish press, space is
allocated among six major divisions: advertisements and -.uoallaneoua,s
news of Israel, other Burcopean and foreign news, New Zealand congregation-
al (ineluding organisational) news, and at various times literary and
youth sections, The quantitative analysis of these divisions led to an
assessment of the general editorial policy. This was supplemented with
an assessuent of the manner in which divisions (2), (3) and (1) were
treated, i.e, hostile, friendly, neutral ete. Thus the method of classi~
fication made it possible to evaluate the gquantitative and qualitative
evidence assembled in terms of its bearing on hypotheses A and B,
Unit of Measurement

Each news article was measured in inches and percentage space alloca~
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tion of divisions for each year calculated, Two assumptions were made;

(a) that each article had an equal chance of being read, and that (b)
the space allocated to a division over apperiod of time represented a
fair index of the relative emphasis devoted to that subject by the
Journal,
Analysis of Space Distribution

The following percentage distribution of divisions emerged, The
column, "edvertising and miscellanecus" has been excluded from Table XXV
to overcome the slight distortion of some percentage distributions
whish become apparent on comparison of the two Tables.

TABLE XXIV
PERCENTAGE SPACE ALLOCATION OF DIVISIONS IN
THE NEW ZEALAND JEWISH PRESS, 1927-1967 (1).

Divisions (see key below)
Yoar | (1) (2) (3) (») (5) (6) Total

1927 | 42.38 he66 12,001 26,56 he2h 10,11 100.0
1937 35.40 9.48 1432 2977 0.0 11.30 99.9
1947 | 20,57 22,86 22,40 17.35 1.78 15,02 | 100,0
1957 | 23468 24,02 10,48  35.23 0.0 6454 9949
1967 | 26,18 45,10 21,55 24,88 438 7.90 | 100, c:n_J

Key:

(1) Advertising and miscellaneous,

(2) Israel.

(3) European and other Foreign news (includes news and decisions
made on Palestine and Isreel),

(4) New Zealand Congregational and communal organisation news,

(5) Youth section.

(6) Literaxy.
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TABLE XXV >

PERCENTAGE SPACE ALIOCATION OF DIVISIONS IN
THE NEW ZEALAND JEWISH PRESS, 1927-1967 (2).

Divisions (see key above)
Year | (%) (2) (5) (5) (6) Total

1927 8.09 20,86  46.11 737 47,56 | 100,14
1937 | 1461 22,07  45.89 0.0 17.42 | 400,0
4947 | 28.78 28,20 21.8) 2.2, 18.91 99.9
1957 | 3149  13.7% L4617 0.0 8.58 | 100,0
1967 | 33.37 9.2, 3.7 5¢59 10,07 | 100,0

With the major exeeption of 1947 and minor exception of 1967, New
Zealand congregational and communal organisational news had the greatest
space allocation throughout. It is interesting to note that whereas
Eurcpean and other foreign Jewish news and news of Israel accounted for
the second and third major space allocations respectively, the situation
was reversed after 1947, Between 1937 and 1947 the news on Palestine
inereased by 14.17 percent reflecting events centred around World War II,
The plight of Jewish refugees from Hitler's Germany, subsequent in-
oreased immigration into Palestine and the struggle for a Jewish State
accounted for the increase. Throughout the following decades similar
percentages of Israeli news were presented reflecting the ever growing
Zionist movement in New Zealand, negotiations econceming the Gase strip,
Jew-Arab relations, and the continuing mass immigration into Israel,
The new space allocation persisted because as Dr H. Ruben, one time edi-

tor of the New Zealand Jewish Chroniole wrote,

"we are the generation which was fortunate to
witness the rebirth of a Jewish State, it is
only natural that current news from Israel
forms a major item,,."?
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In division (4), New Zealand congregational and organisational space

is lost to the 1947 increase in overseas and foreign news,

It may be supposed that the space allocated to the various ecate-
gories of news is an indication of the degree to which an editor is
eatering for the interest of his readers, whilst the tone and type of
articles reveal the extent to which an editor i8 txying to sustain feel-
ings of national identification and loyalty. The following seection
exanines editorial selection and treatment of news in order to provide
a basis for assessing how far the editors were trying to encourage
national loyalties,

In division (2) much attention was focused on Isreel's political
problems, particularly during the years of struggle for national
recognition. The struggle for statehood was accompanied by consider=
able resentment and indignation over Britain's "about face" in the
White Paper.

®.eothe root of all evil was the White Paper.

No doocument had ever caused so much distress and
trouble as the White Paper, It was in flagrant
contradiction to the temms of the Balfour Declar-
ation and the Mandate, and destroyed or was about
to destroy the fundamental hope of the Jewish
people to build up a life of freedom in Palestine
by reduecing the Jews to a permanent minority in
Palestine”,'°

By econtrast, a mood of great jubilation accompanied the eventual pro-
clamation of statehood,

"The nation for so long outeast has been welcomed
back into the world community of nations, self
redeemed, proudly vindicated, and justified in
its faith... The admission of Israel to the United
Nations en 11th May 1949....48 the consummation
of a pecples transitien,,."!!
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And four years later:

"By force of arms..,. and defence of homes... at
the price of widespread suffering.,.. through
telling diplomasy... by the apparatus of state-
hood eand the rebuilding of industry... through
the revival of Man and the Soul,.. with the tre~
mendous sacrifice of the people of Israel and the
help of brethren in the Diaspora., This is the
proud histery of four years of statehood”,'?

The migration of Jewish refugees into Israel increased substanti-
ally during the mid 4940's, . The refugees had undergone considerable
deprivation and hence the reporting was very emotional,

¥ .esa new Polish terror has broken out, causing
Jewish deportees who survived the horrors of
death samps and gas-chambers and were repatriated
to their homeland to fly again in pln:Lm.'.."13

But pride in the way that these refugees have settled and developed the
land is also expressed. The New Zealand Jew is identified with this
achievement in the annual appeal for and acknowledgement of his
monetary contributien,

"Stand by Israel: War or no war, the land is
ploughed, the seeds sown, the harvests reaped.

« Today the Negev settlements -~ Yad Moxdechai,
Saad, Nahal 0z, Magen, Gvulot, Nir Yitszhek are
free to develop for the first time unhindered.

« Today the port of Eliat has its first opportmmity
to expand and pave the way for Israel's trade
with the eountries of Asia and the Pacifie,

~ Every day new immigrants reach Isresel's shores,
= Every day new settlements are founded, houses
constructed, pipelines laid, wells dug, roads
builts Now, more than ever before Israel's

development must be speeded up,
GIVE T0 THE UNITED ISRAEL 1957 APPEAL", *

An article in the youth magasine Hagesher illustrates how this pride is
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also fostered in the young,

"Jews in this country can rightly be proud of
their contribution towards the fulfilment of the
Jewish State., We have not only succeeded in
keeping our less fortunate brethren, but in sup=-
porting Israel we have strengthened the cause of
peaces For a strong Isreel in the Middle Bast
will ultimately prove to be a bastion and bule
wark for the eause of justice and freedom”,’>

One would expeet an emphasis on Jewish culture and traditions to
be as effective in sustaining group loyalty as emotive political re-
porting, The New Zealand Jewish press provided such an emphasis with
articles on Jewish Remembrance Days, The following article may also
be noted for its politieal significance,

"Warsaw Ghetto Uprising National Memorial Day.

Nine years have passed since the uprising of
the Jews of the Warsaw Ghetto. Six millien
Jews from all over Europe were exterminated by
the most cruel forces mankind has ever known -
the Naszis...

The pitiful remnants of the Jews in the Warsaw
Ghetto, starved, sick, terror stricken, decided
not to let themselves be dragged to the gas
chambers, but to put up a stand against the Gemmans,
Without sxms, ammunition, food, outside help,
yet they rose against the powerful tyrentse."'

Traditional customs and celebrations were gibven considerable publicity.

"The Omar festival is the latest revival among
¥HS feasts of Spring... In ancient days, the first
sheaves, harvested agccording to an old and sacred
ritual were brought in solemn procession to
Jerusalem where the corn was threshed, winnowed,
milled and the first flour sacrificed in the
!-91-..."7

6
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Division (3), European and Foreign news reflected the essence of

Diaspora happenings and thus news coverage was wide and often objective
in tone, Typical items are reflected in the February 1948 issue of

the New Zealand Jewish Chronisle, For example; "Position of Jews in
Aden", "New York Press Extracts” and in the Chronicle of Events column,
"Pogrom in Syria", "King Abdullah wants Peace", "Former Jewish Police to
Serve in Jewish State", "Jewish Agency Official Killed". The plight

of the Jewish refugee and flight from continuing oppression around the
world has, however, been a major concem from 1937 on, and is responsible
for sonsiderable emotive reporting although this has decreased of late,

New Zealand congregational and organisational activities Division
(4) were advertised, discussed and descriveds The previous chapter
illustrated that in addition to the traditional religious serviges and
meetings, welfare, youth, cultural, educational, sporting clubs etc,,
operate in all centres where substantial munbers of Jews reside,
Activity reporta from these groups, personal items from members over-
seas, Jewish births, deaths and marriages of interest to the community
are printed.

On the other hand, activities implying a degree of soceial control
frequently occur, Editorial poliey in minority group publications
often undertakes to maintain ethnic cohesion, advising and eriticising
the ecorporate activity of the group members, The guestion of Jewish
edueation, referred to in Chapter 5, involved criticism of prevailing
conditions and parental apathys Much oriticism and advice has been
issued on the gquestion of intermarriage.

"It is rather disquietening to read Rev, Bemard
Cherrick's impressions of Australasian Jewrye..
He does not rate anti-Semitism despite its ine
creasing manifestations, as Australasian Jewry's



gravest and most imminent danger, but instead he
rates intermmarriage... By working together pur-
posefully, by studying together earmestly and
meeting together socially, New Zealand Jewish
Youth will overcome the ever present danger of
i.ntona.rr!.aga".w

Another warning:

"The problem of intermarriage in New Zealand is
far more serious than is generally recognised.

The subject is usually regarded as 'dangerous
ground' and tackled with diff'idence, and as a
result no real information has been asquired by
the Jewish authorities as to the true extent of
this evil... If the future of Judaism in New
Zealand is to rest on a fim foundation, the prob-
lem of intermarriage must be attacked immediately.
No true security of Jewish communal life ean be
attained until the vast majority of our people are
living and marrying within the fold, and as we
have pointed out, this is not the case in New
Zealand at prounﬂ.”

109.

Concern has been expressed at the apparent disinterest in Jewish

affairs and lack of spibituality.

"The tendengy to assimilation in these free
countries which causes concern to religious lead-
ers all the year round is noted with heightened
pangs when it comes to the obvious and unashamed
non-observance of our most sacred festivals,,." 0

Similarly:
*When the five day week was introduced into the
New Zealand business world many promises were made
of improved attendance at our Sabbath serviges.
Passover usually attracted a full congregation,
This year it coineided with a fine weather Easter

holiday, which no doubt reduced attendance, but
the mere fact that Jewish people can leave their
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homes during Pesach without a worry concerning

observance of the Seder or kosher food, let alone
attendance at the services gives grave consem for
the religious future of this long-established
congregation,

Congentrating on Jewish education for our
children... is absolutely worthless if prayer is
totally absent from the home, and public worship
es ordained in our Torah completely ignored”,>

The literary section (Division 6) contained artisles on Jewish
herces (Abraham ben Meir Ibn Esra, Theodor Hersl)?*2* and explanations
of customs and festivals (The Story of Chanuka, The Significance of
Purin) ;2592  Jeuish beok and £1la reviews were preseated (The Paithful
City, Life Sentense by Howard Wadnan);2'’2° a5 were short stories
often 11lustreting some aspect of Israell 1ife (And Others More).>’

The reader is econstantly pointed to Israel and Judsism,

(3) CONCLUSIONS

Let us refer back to our two hypotheses. Hypothesis A suggested
that the New Zealand Jewish press has as a prime coneem the maintenance
of the cultural identity of the Jewish people, Hypothesis B maintained
that as well as communicating local news, the New Zealand Jewish press
translated and transmitted New Zealand values and attitudes to the Jewish
people. The evidence has been necessarily brief and selectivd, but
representative, It would suggest that Hypothesis A is a valid state-
ment whilst Hypothesis B is not, These contentions are supported by
the space allocation to news and articles and the tone of reporting.
It is clear that the editors viewed it as their prerogative not only to
report, but to exhort, eriticise and give praise, This attitude under-
lies the very important aspect of this press as an agency of social
control, and in my view this attitude is a reflection of the precccupation
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with the maintenance of cultural identity., In respeet to Hypothesis

B, New Zealand society is not explained to the reader in any way, no
information or guidanee is given to assist Jews (and immigrants in
particular) to achieve satisfactory settlement, The danger of assimi-
lation is continually emphasised,

It 4s important to realise at this point, that this press is the
product of certain organisations and individuals within the community.
For example, Mrs A, Astor who for a considerable number of years edited
the various press journals is the wife of Rabbi A, Astor from Auckland
and therefore presumably promoted a strictly religious and Orthodox
view-point, Since its inception, the New Zealand Jewish Chronigle
has been the product and official organ of the Zionist Council of New
Zealand and hence the emphasis on Israeli news and frequent exhorta=
tion aimed at building up the State of Israel, although Dr Ruben's
point made earlier in the text must be bome in mind, Although the
New Zealand Jewish Chronigle is circulated to almost every Jewish
home in the Dominion, it has not been possible to quantitatively assess
the numbers subseribing to the values and attitudes presented in the

press,

Zootnotes
1. Information coneeming early publications was obtained from
Goldman, L.M., 1958, The History of the Jews in New Zealand, 20k,
2. Known holdings of Igh Kabibel - none,
Jewish Tines - General Assembly Library,
Wellington, July 1926~Jan. 1932,
Jewish Review - General Assembly Library,
Wellington, Mareh 1935-June 1940,
Augkland Judeen ~ none,
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New Zealand Judean Bulletin - General Assembly

Library, Wellington, May/June 1948~Dec. %948,

New Zealand Jewish Bulletin - none,

New Zealand Jewish Chroniele - General Assembly
Library, Wellington, Oct. 13944=Dec, 1970,
National Library of New Zealand, March 1945-1949 (Incomplete
holdings).
Alexander Turnbull Library, Peb, 1954~0Oct. 1957 (Incomplete
holdings).
Aucklend Institute and Museum, 1946/47-no date (Incomplete
holdings).

Hashofar - General Assembly Library, Wellington,
April 1959«Dec. 1966
New Zealand Jewish Chronisle Mareh/April 1949, Editorial.
The authors felt that a study of the Chinese and Yiddish press
could not be separated from a special study on each community,
In both cases, the process of adjustment had been very different
from that of most European groups.
Gilson, M. and Zubrsyeki, J., 1967, vi-vii,
Gilson, M. end Zubraycki, J., 1967, vi.
Trlin, A,, 1967, The Yugoslav Immigrant Press - Its Part in Assimi-
lation, Comment No 32, 27-31.
Cleveland, L., 1968, The New Zealand Bulletin. Comment No 34, 23-27.
The word " joumal™ used in this sense incorporstes magazines,
jourmals and newspapers i.e. in whatever form the news was publishe
ed at that time,
Ingludes half page titles, enquiries, notiges of meetings ete.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

CAN NEW ZEALAND JEWRY SURVIVE?

New Zealand ranks with what some Jewish scholars term the scountries
#'Mmm‘.‘ It is a country where anti-Semitism has re-
mained comparetively guiescent and where Jewish individuals have moved
freely in all walks of society., At one extreme this climate of gen~-
eral liberty affords Jews the chance of exerting themselves for the
preservation of their identity., Yet it also provides the opportunity
for a high degree of assimilation with loss of identity as a conse~
quence, In New Zealand, eertain pattems have emerged in response
to this challenge of freedom; 4t is these patterns which must pro-
vide an insight into the directions in which the community may move
in the future.

Demographically, the Jewish population is increasingly becoming
New Zealand born in composition. In the past, migration has contributed
predominantly to the growth of New Zealand Jewry, Four factors, how-
ever, mitigate against a eontinuation of this trend., The eighteenth
and nineteenth century rise in Jewish population in Europe which gon=
tributed to the establishment of the Diaspora communities is past.
Two further factors responsible for emigration from East and West
Furope - anti-Semitism and the expansion of Communistie influence
have decreased in significance. And, since 1949, Jewish aspirations
have tumed to the State of Israel, with the result thet Diaspora com=
mnities can no longer rely on the saving power of immigration, With
New Zealand Jewry dependent upon natural increase for its future
growth the Jewish population will increasingly become a New Zealand
bom and bred population, This fact is of some consequence when it

is understood that with distance from the foreign beom generation
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there is generally a consistent increase in nen-affiliation with

Jewish organisations.

Has the New Zealand Jewish population the eapasity to survive
demographically? In 1966, age-sex structures illustrated a top-heavy
or over-aged New Zealand Hebrew community with a relatively low pro-
portion of young people in the under twenty years of age group, In
toems of marital status, however, a higher percentage of the Hebrew
population was married than the total population and the Hebrew fer-
tility vratio was a mere 0.8 below that of the total population for
the Urban Areas of Auckland, Wellington and Christehureh, Since
World War II, a number of factors, among them being economic stabil-
ity and (most importantly) a security which some of the Jewish people
had not experienced for some years, if ever, contributed to higher
rates of natural inorease for New Zealand's Jewish population,
Demographically, it would appear that the future of the New Zealand
Jewish community rests on sound foundations,

The settlement pattem of New Zealand's Jewish population has
been and continues to an inereasing extent to be predominantly urban.
This is a result of a long tradition of urban congentration among Jews
and was necessitated partly by their urban-orientated cecupational
skills, With the exception of one or two areas, New Zealand's Jews
are not highly concentrated in selected areas of the city but dis-
tributed relatively proportionately among the total population. The
areas of residential concentration are also areasef relatively high
socio-economic status and it would appear that in New Zealand the Jew=
ish eoncentration is related to the higher socio-economic position of
the group rather than a desire for Jewish insularity. It is not
known whether goneentration in selected parts of the urban area ococurmred
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in the initial stages of settlement, from which subsequent dispersion

resulted, but the relationship between residential loecation and dura-
tion of residence illustrated in the Auckland Urban Area does not pre~
clude the possibility.

This study hah illustrated that the degree of economie integration
undergone by the Auckland, Wellington and Christchureh Jewish communi-
ties is considerable. The Jew is represented and acoepted at all levels
of the New Zealand economy., Several Jewish community studies as well
as various national publie-opinion surveys overseas have elearly docu-
mented that Jews are disproportionately coneentrated in the higher
socio-econamis renks,” This is also evident in New Zealand where there
are greater numbers of Jewish administrative, executive, managerial and
professimal workers compared with the total population, These differ-
ences reflect such variables as Jewish cultural and religious values
and business experience and, in New Zealand, the freedom of social and
economieo movement and system of edusation.

Jewish eontributions to the growth and development of New Zealand
loom large in the short history of this country and reflect the degree
of, and freedom of, social interaction between Jew and non-Jew, During
the early histoxy ef the eolony Julius Vogel, Philip A, Philips and
Pavid Davis were members of the Prowingial Couneils. Philip A. Philips
was the first Mayor of Auckland and was succeeded by another Jew, Henxy
Isaacs. Three Jews served as members of the House of Representatives
and four were members of the Legislative Council., The Hon. Charles
Louisson was four times Mayor of Christehureh., Jews were among the
members of the first Chambers of Commerce in the eolony and the first
Harbour Boards. In medieine, law and in many professions the Jew has

Played and continues to plgy a preminent part. Perhaps the two
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Jews who left the greatest impress upon the development of New Zealand

were Sir Julius Vogel and Sir Michael Myers. The former wss Premier
from 1873~1875 and again in 1876, Besides holding other government
posts he was founder of the Government Life Insurance Office and the
Publie Trust 0ffice and founder and editor of The Otago Daily Times,
New Zealand's first daily newspaper. Sir Mighael Myers was appointed
Chief Justice of New Zealand in 1931 and served in this capacity until
retirement in 1946, As Chief Justice he acted as Administrator of
New Zealand on a number of oocasions when the Govemor-General was absent
from the country.

It is not surprising that with such social and economie inter-
action, the smallness of the community, and its exposure to public
(rether than Jewish) edusation that intermarriage has aleays been a
problem of considerable proportions, In 1950, Goldman estimated that
between 25 and 30 percent of New Zealand's Jews were marrying out of the
Mth.’ Even the lower estimate must be considered a siseable de-
flection from the fold. A further problem, in the eyes of Goldman and
various other members of the New Zealand Jewish community (evidenced by
letters to the Jewish press) rests in the gradual abandonment of Jewish
religious practises in the home, the decrease in synagogue attendance
and concessions in gynagogue ritual and practice which have gone hand
in hand over the years.

At this juncture it might eppear that the New Zealand Jew is doomed
to absorption. However, strong identification factors within the New
&saland Jewish commmnity ave evident along with the maintenance of some
form of affiliation. And, since the establishment of the State of Is-
rael and World War II Nasi persecution the desire for Jewish identifica=
tion and strength of Jewish econseiousness have inereased immeasurably.
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In New Zedland, the Zienist movement has been instrumental in the

strengthening of Jewish consciousness and loyalty as a barrier against
assimilation and a means of ensuring community survival, A number
of channels have been utilised.

Habonim is a Zionist youth organisation which fosters Jewish
eulture generally and especially edusation in Zionism, The Zionist
Couneil has organised annual junior and senmior youth camps sinee 1944,
Speeially trained Youth Emissaries from Israsl are frequently sent to
New Zealand to help build up the youth movements while New Zealand
youth are encouraged to go en Aliyah,

Por the adult members of the scommunity Zionist Societies in the
various e¢entres organise eultural evenings, lectures, discussions etec,
The New Zealand Women pn 18 active in

fund raising and strong in membership in the minor as well as the major
centres, Each year the major gommunities are united in their efforts
to raise money for the annual United Israel Fund Raising Appeal.

At present the widely distributed New Zealand Jewish Chronicle

is the official organ of the Zionist Council of New Zealand and serves
not only as a means of disseminating Jewish news and ideals, but has

an educative influense in its concern for the maintenance of the cultur-
al identity of the Jewish people. Overall, the Zionist movement in
New Zealand has established a vast array of activities and, as a result
of the prestige of Israel among Jews, has come to ocoupy a position of
major influence and importance in the Jewish community,

As well as Zionist activity warious other welfare, youth, religious,
eultural, educational and soeial organisations exist to cater for the
needs of the Jewish commnity in New Zealand. These have been detailed
for the Auckland and Wellingten communities in Appendix D. Recent
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developments in the sphere of a formal education have been evident in the

formation of a "Kadimah" (Jewish kindergarten) in Aueckland and the pro-
posal of a Jewish Day Scheol for 1971.

The overall impression ereated by this study of the New Zealand
Jewish eommunity is that the Jew has chbeen largely integrated into New
Zealand society., However, the existence of a large number of community
organisations and the tone and subject matter of the Jewish press is
evidence of the interest and detemination of the Jews to maintain
their identification with Judaism and the Jewish community., The
future for New Zealand Jewry as a viable group within our soeiety lies
in strong and active community participation by all members of the
group, In this way only will their Jewish identifisation persist and
their future be assured as one of strength and vitality,

Zootnotes
1. Lestehinsky, J., 1960, 2.
2. Westoff, C.F., 1964, 43=53.
3. Goldman, L.M., 1958, 199,
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APPENDIX A

THE QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY

The aims of the questionnaire were twofold:

a) to supplement basic demogrephic, economic and soecial data
obtained from primary and seocondary source analysis.

b) to provide further information on the adjustment of the
Jewish people to the host society by adding a soeiological dimension
to the thesis. For example, existence of educational, religious and
elub activities is evidence of support for group tredition and values
but only further investigation ecan ascertain whether these are well
attended or genprally ignored except by a small body of enthusiasts.
Further, the most practical and most frequent expression of Jewish
tradition and feeling of Yiddishkeit' in the home is the observance
of the Jewish Dietary Laws, "Kashruth® preserves the Jewish i-
dentity in a non-Jewish environment and maintains the purity and
sanctity of Jewish 1ife".” The questionnaire was designed to gather
information on the general individual desire for group survival evi-
denced by the adherence to such traditional Jewish practices.

Two questionnsires in particular were influential in detemmining
the type and format of this questionnaire, namely, those eonducted hy
the Anthropology and Sociology Departments of Monash University,
Australia (1959), and P.Y. Medding of Melboume University (1961-1962).
A series of precautions to check the clarity of presentation, validity
and acceptability ef questions were undertaken on the completed
questionnaire.

Pivstly, the questionnaire was read hy Rabbi Astor (Auckland
Hebrew Congregation), Mr J. Glatt (acting Minister of the Auckland
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Liberal Congregatien), Mr W, Hirsch and Mr M, Pitt (leading members of

the Wellington Hebrew Congregation) and Mr H.K. Emmanuel (President of
the Wellington Liberal Congregation). As a result of discussion the
questionnaire was eut drastieally in length,

Secondly, a pilot survey with the amended questionnaire was econ-
ducted among the Jewish families of Hastings, Napier and Palmerston
North, Twenty-two householders were initially econtacted by telephone
with interview requests. Of these, five refused to be interviewed or
to answer a questionnaire sent them by post. Reasons for refusal were
"$00 busy” (3), bed-ridden and did not wish to be disturbed (1), whilst
ene lady did not have suffieient ecommand or understanding of English
to understand my request. Ten householders were personally inter-
viewed and willing to complete questionnaires, whilst seven question-
naires were posted out with the wverbal promise that they would be re~
turned, Six of the seven were retumed, Results of the pilot
study are summarised below:

No, of house-
holders
Contacted initially by phone 22
Interview refusals: 5
Questionnaires completed
by personal interview: 10

Questionnaires posted:
Postal questionnaires retumed:

L

Total completed questionnaires: 1%

Several points emerged from the pilot survey:
a) It was infinitely more rewarding (although time consuming
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to conduct pereaonal interviews, the background information gathered

from chance remarks being invaluable. For instance, a number of
questions presented as "black and white" in the questionnaire were in-
tensely controversial andd emotionally charged issues, In reply to the
question, "Do you oppose the marriage of a Jew to a non~Jew? many ans«
wered "yes" but remarked that faced with the situation of their own son
maryying a Gentile would have hesitated to alienate him from the family
as required by the Law,

b) A number of persons of foreign origin experienced diffi=
eulty in understanding the very simple English contained in the gquestion-
naire. For such people, further explanations and examples were necess~
ary to elarify questions.

Final Survey, Auciland Urben Ares
Discussion with E.G. Thomas (Lecturer in Geography, Massey Univers—

ity) led to the consideration of two methods of eonducting the survey.

a) a rendom sample of 200 families (about one third of the
total) would receive guestionnaires by post, Those who did not respond
would be visited and completed questionnaires collected or reasons for
refusals to co-operate sought,

b) the mailing of questionnaires o evexy Jewish household
in the Auckland Urban Area, With the expected 60+ percent no visitation
was envisaged.

Az permission to obtain names and eddresses for personal "follow up"
work was with-held the second alternative had to be utilized, The
questionnaires with covering letter were sent out on 15th June, 1969 to
the 577 households on the Jewish National Board mailing list (the most
complete list of Jews obtainsble), One hundred and fifty-one gquestion=
nairves were retumed completed, that is 26 pereent of the total mailed,
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It is interesting to note that over half (97) of the respondents were

foreign born,

The poor response may be attributed to a number of factors. Mr
¢latt, the Auekland Liberal Congregation acting Minister wrote, "You
must understand that quite a number of Jewish families in New Zealand
are of Cerman and Austrian extraction and it will be no easy task to
get them to answer many of your questions considering the terrifying
experiences many suffered st the hands of the Naszis".,* Similarly,
Rabbi Astor of the Auckland Hebrew Congregation wrote, "I am sorry that
quite a number of the eommunity, mainly folk who were refugees from
Nasi Burope have naturally felt apprehensive about replying to your
mﬁm.s Other correspondents have replied in the same vein
and it would appear that a "persecution complex” has mitigated against
a larger response, A second reason lies in the "eclosed" nature of
parts of the community, Correspondence has indicated that a number
of persons refused to answer the guestionnaire because someone else
respected in the eonmunity was unwilling for various reasons to do 20.
Several people claimed that questions were either "indisereet" or "too
personal®, The fast that the writer was neither a Jew nor person of
known veputation also contributed to a feeling of insecurity experienced
by those who did not properly understand the nature of the thesis for
which the information was required, Finally, it must be noted that,
as in any community, some persons were not prepared to sacrifice the
time or effort demanded to answer the request.

Zootnotes

1. Yiddighkeit - Identification with Yiddish backgrownd.
2. Kashruth - Jewish dietary laws.

3« Kemelman, Rabbi Dr, Y., 1970. ke

L. pers comm. 11,3.69,

5. pers comm, 14769,
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Geography Department,
Massey University,
Palmerston North,
20th May, 1969.

Dear 8ir/Madem,

At present § am a student at Massey University
engaged in work for an M.,A, thesis on 'New Zealand Jewry,'
My aim is to present a study of the New Zealand Jewish community
in its total New Zealand setting, comparable to those studies
made on the Polish, German, Hungarian, Yugoslav, Chinese and
Indian people resident in New Zealand,

Basieally, the thesis will be divided into three parts:
« an historieal description of the growth of New Zealand Jewry;
= a detailed study of the Auckland Jewish community;
=~ a series of three generation case studies e.g. grandfather,
father and sen, The information to be obtained from the
enclosed guestionnaire is essential to the second part of the
thesis, Would you be so kind as to spend half an hour one
evening answering the questionnaire and retuming it to me in
the stamped, addressed envelope no later than 1 July, 1969,

Rabbi Astor, Mr J. Glatt, and the Board of Management
of Temple Shalom have seen this questionnaire and given me
full approval and support in this task,

Please note also, that the information received is
strictly econfidential and becomes one figure among hundreds
of others, Your individuality is merged with the 600 other
Jewish families in the Auckland Urban Area.

Your eo-operation is essential for the completion of

this thesis, Thank you very sincerely for your help.
Yours faithfully,

P.R, Thompson (Miss)
(now Mrs, P,R. Collins)



STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

SECTIONS A, B, C AND D:
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to be answered by the head of the household and

the eldest of his or her ehildren living at home and over 20 years of age.

If the head of the household has no children of this age, or they do not

live at home ete,, please leave column a blank,

SECTION E:

to be answered by the head of the household only,

IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO ANSWER ANY PARTICULAR QUESTION WILL YOU PLEASE PUT

AN X IN THE COLUMN SPACE FROVIDED.

SECTION A:

1, Are you MALE (M) or FEMALE (F)?

2. How 0ld are you?

3. Are you MARRIED (M), WIDOWED (W),
SEPARATED (8), NEVER MARRIED (MM)?

b If you were bom in New Zealand
please answer this question,

@, Was your mother bom in New Zealand?
YEs (Y), No (N).

be If NO, state town and country of her
birth and year of coming to N.Z.

¢, Was your father bom in New Zealand?
YEs (Y), ™o (N).

d, If NO, state tomm and country of his
birth and year of coming to N.Z,

Q | Head of Other
Household Respondien ¢
1
2
3
ha S .
— Tomn Town
b | Country Country
Year Year
. el i e s S
(Tom | Tom
d | Country Country
Year Year




5
Mere not bom in New Zealand.

&, In which town and country were you born
and in which year did you eome to N,Z,?

be
besides New Zealand and that in which

you were bom for more than six months?

YES (Y), NO (N).
¢. If YES, which ones, and for how long
have you lived there?

Have you lived in any other countries

Please answer this question only if yeou

126,

Head of
Household

Other
Respondent

Town
Countxy .

Year

i — —

Town
Country

Year

e — — -

Country Nos of

Years
5e.

Country

Years

No, of

Head of
House=-
held

Other

respand
ent

6. Vhat is your present address?

QQEON B:

7+ Arve yoySELF EMPLOYED (SE), ON A WAGE OR
SALARY (WS), RETIRED (R), UNEMPLOYED (U),
HOUSEWIFE (H), ATTENDING AN EDUCATIONAL

INSTTTUTION (E)?

If you are SELF EMPLOYED or ON A WAGE
OR SALARY, what is your occupation?
e.8. Dentist, Tailor,

be
was your former ogcupation? e.g.
Dentist, Tailor.

If you are an EMPLOYER, I how many
people do you employ altogethexr?

If you are RETIRED or UNEMPLOYED, what

Head of
Household

Other
Respondnt

ii how many of

these are Jewish?

d. If you are an ENPLOYEE, are you employed

by a Jewish persen? YES (Y), NO (N),

_— e — e = e— — e




%

Vhat is your father's occu~

p.tM? SeBe Teacher, Dentist, Labourer,

SECTIGN G

10a.

b.

1.

be

12s.
be

Did you go to school in New Zealand?
YES (Y), No (N).

If NO, in which eountry?

Did you continue your education
beyond secheol YES (Y), NO (N),

If YES, was this further education
FULL TIME (FT) or PART TIME (PT).

Please name the highest educational
qualification you hold e.8. SCHOOL
CERTIFICATE (SC), UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE
(UE), HIGHER LEAVING CERTIFICATE (HL),
any TRADES, PROFESSIONAL OR UNIVERSITY
QUALIFICATIONS (Name), or ANY OBTAINED
OVERSEAS (Name).

127.

QR  |Head of

Houspe=
hold

Other
Respond=-
ent

10a

— —_—— — -

Do you read any Jewish newspapers or
periodicals:~

Published in New Zealand? YES (Y), NO (N),
Published in Australia, Enited States,
England or any other English speaking
countries? YES (Y), NO (N).

Published in Israel? YES (Y), NO (N).
Do you go to a Jewish doctor? YES (Y), NO (N).

Do you go to a Jewiash dentist?

YEs (Y), NO (N).

Is your e¢hild's musie teacher Jewish?
YES (Y), No (N), NOT APPLICABLE (NA).

Do you obtain your grogeries from a store

12a

run by a Jewish person? YES (Y), NO (N).



13a.
be
8.

b 28

1k

Can you read Hebrew? YES (Y), No (N),

Can you understand Hebrew? YES (Y), NO (N).

Can you read Yiddish? YES (Y), NO (N),
Can you speak Yidaish? YES (Y), No (N).
Do you speak Yiddish regulerly in your
household? YES (Y), No (N).

Do you speak any other language besides
Yiddish and English in your household?
If yes, which one(s)?

Are you a financial member of a New Zea=
land politieal party? YES (Y), NO (N),

SECTION D:

15.

16,

7.

18e.

b,

=

If you belong to a symagogue or temple
please give its name.

If you belong to a synagogue or temple,
how frequently have you attended services
during the past twelve months? DAILY (D),
WEEKLY (W), MONTHLY (M), HIGH HOLY DAYS
(), WEDDINGS OR SIMILAR OCCASICNS (0),
How would you describe yourself as a Jew?
LIBERAL (L), ORTHODOX (0), ANYTHING EBLSE
(Please name.)

What kind of speeial Jewish education
have you had? e.g. Yiddish School, Hebrew
School on Sunday, Private Tuior, None ete.
For how many years?

In which ecountry did you have it?

128,

Head of
House=
hold

Other
Respond-

13a

14

15

16

17

18a
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l’?f’
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Have you had a bar-mitzvah or bas~

If YES, please state in which country,

0f how meny Jewish clubs are you a member? Q | Head of | Other

Do you attend meetings regularly? w Setpong-
YES (Y), No (N).

In how many of these clubs do you hold
office?

0f how many non=Jewish clubs are you a
membexr?

Do you attend meetings regularly? 2la
YES (Y), Mo (N).

ov¥le¥

o o
I
|
I
I
I
|
|
|

In how many of these clubs do you hold NS I S——
office?

SECTION E: (T0 BE ANSWERED BY THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD ONLY,)

22a.

b.
Ce

d.
e.

State age and sex of all other people living in this household,
(Exelude other respondent,)

State whether Jew or Gentile.

What is their relationship to you? e.g. son, daughter, brother-in-law,
mother; boarder ete.

Do they GO TO WORK (W), ATTEND SCHOOL (S), ANYTHING ELSE (Please state.)
Which is the highest educational gualification they hold? Any
obtained overseas please note also,

Age | Sex | Jew or Gentile | Relationship | Ogcupation Education
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27a.
be

.
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Did you declare your religion as 'Jewish' in the last census?

YES (¥), NO (N)eeesscoccscosscscascscaceces

Do you oppose the marriage of a Jew to a non~Jew?

YES (Y), NO (N)eseesecsecoccsnscsncecssccns

Please circle within which grouping your income falls,

under $4,000 $4,000 - $7,999

$1,000 - $1,999 $8,000 - $15,999

$2,000 - $3,999 $16,000 and over. .
Do you usually observe the Sabbath in your household? |Q [Head of |
YEs (Y), NO (N). House-
Last Passover, did you attend a Seder? asnie
YEs (Y), No (N). 2a |
Last Hanukah, did you light Henukah candles? b j

YES (Y), No (N). = den o ooy
Have you got a messusah on any of your doors? I
YES (Y), NOo (N), a
Do you light Priday night candles? YES (Y), NO (N). | 27a
Do you use separate dishes for the preparation of | T 5

meat and dairy foods? YES (Y), NO (N), » S
Do you eat meat and dairy foods at the same meal? ¢ _ _
YES (Y), No (N). a
Do you buy meat at a kosher butcher? = = =
YES (Y), No (N). X
Have you got a Blue Box in your house? 28
188 (¥), No (N), 29

Apart frompurely business acquaintances, do you entertain non-Jewish
guests in your home? YES (Y), No (N).

Are any of your brothers, sisters, sons or daughters |

¢ Head of
married to a non-Jewish person? YES (Y), wo (), liguge=
If YES, are their children being brought up in the 30a,
Jewish faith? YES (¥), NO (N), == B
Have any of your sons, daughters, brothers or siste
gone overseas and setumed with a Jewish spouse? 3
YES (Y) No ().
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APPENDIX B

OCCUPATIONS OF THE GOLDFIELD JEWS

Nebwon and Motueka: Merchants (3), storekeepers (2), outfitter and
elothier (1), painter and glaser (1), policeman (1), mayor (1).

Greymouth: Merchants (2), generel dealers and fanoy goods merchants

(5), earpenter (1), fruiterer (1), hairdresser, photographer's
artist (1), auctioneer and agent (1).

Ross: Tobacconist and hairdresser (1), watchmaker and jewellers (2).

Hokitika: Grocery and other provisions (13), watchmakers and jewellers
(4), ironmongers, general storekeepers, dealers and fancy goods dealers
(7)» elothiers (3), stationers (2), loan and money agents (2), fumi-
ture dealers, upholsterers, cabinet makers (1), leather goods (1),
hawkers (3), solieitor (1), tobasconists (11).

Stafford Town: Storekeepers (6), tobacconist (1), hairdresser and
barber (1), dreper (1).
(Prom Goldman, L.M., 1958, 109-115),






BUCKLAND URBAN AREA

. Freemans Bay
2. Auckland Central
3. Newton
Le Graftan
5« Avondale South
6. Avondale North
7. Rosebank
8. Waterview
9. Point Chevalier
10, Westmere
11, Heme Bay
12, Ponsonby
13. Grey Lynn
14, Arch Hill
15, Eden Terrace
16. Epsom North
17. Epsom South
18. Pamell
49, Remuera North
20, Remuera South
21, Meadowbank
22, Orakei
23. Mission Bay
24, Kohimarama
25, 5t, Heliers
26, Glendowie
27. Vest Tamaki
28, East Coast Bays
29, Takapuna
30, Devonport
31, Northeote
32, Birkenhead
33s Henderson

35
36.
1
38,
39
40,
.
42,
L3
Lo
h5e
46,
7.
48.
L9.
50
5.
52,
53«

New Lynn

Newparket

Kingsland

Momingside
Sandringham (Mt Albert)
Mt Albert Central
Springfield-Owairaka
Mt Eden North

Mt Eden Central

Mt Eden South

Three Kings

Royal Oak

Hillsborough
Sandringham-(Mt Roskill)
Halsey-Waikowhai
Onehunga

One Tree Hill
Ellerslie

Nt Wellington

5h. Howick

5 5.
56
57 .
ﬁ.
59
60.
‘1 L]
&.
63
6k
65+

Otahuhu

Papatoetoe

Manurewa

Papakura

Kelston West

Titirangi

Green Bay

Glenfield

Vaitemata County (part)
Manakau County (part)
Pranklin County (part)
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WELLINGTON URBAN AREA

1. Plimmerton-Paremata 35 Lyall Bay

2, Porima 36. Miramar

3¢ Tawa 37. Karaka Bay-Worser Bay
he Newlands 38, Seatoun

5. Johnsonville 39, Strathmore

6. Raroa

7. Khandallah-Naimville

8. Ngaie

10, Wadestowmn

11. Thormndon-Tinakori Rd
12, Wilton-Otari

13, Northland

14, Karori

15. mm

16. Lambton Quay-Wellington Terrace
47. Willis St-Cambridge Tce
48. Mt Victoria West and vieinity
19. Oriental Bay

20, Roseneath

21, Hataitad

22, Kilbimie

2’. Newtown

24, Mt Cock-Wallace St

25. Aro St-Naim St

26, Taitville

27. Mitcheltomn

28, Brooklyn

29, Heppy Valley-Owhiro Bay
30, Vogeltom

”o Mornington

32, Berhampore

53« Island Bay






CHRISTCHURCH URBAN AREA

1.
2.
Se

Se

7e

a.

’.
10.
1.
12,
13.
1he
15,
16.
17.
18.
19.
20,
2‘.
22.
23.

25.
26.
27.
29,
.

33

Northeote
Papanui
Strowan

3t Albans
Shirley
Burwood

North Richmond

City East
City West
City Central
Rigcarton B,

Spreydon West
Spreydon East
Hoon Hay
Somerfield
Sydenham
Beckenham
Waltham

St Martins
Opawa
Woolston West
Woolston East
Linwood
North Linwood
Bast Linwood
Bromley
Aranui
Wainoni

New Brighton
Avonside

Mt Pleasant
Sumner

35
36.
37
38.
39.
40,
4.
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Heathcote County (whole)
Waimairi County (part)

Paparua County (part)
Sockbum County Town

Hornby Ccunty Town
Halswell County (part)
Lyttelton Bexough
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APPENDIX D
WELLINGTON:

‘s Int Z 0 tion (W.I.2.0.)t to raise money
for homes and hospitals, kindergartens etc. in Israel - four regional
groups.

Youth Aliyah: rehabilitation of migrant ¢hildren in Isvasl and care
of problem children,..100 members.

Jewish National Fund (J.N.F,): 1land development and re-afforestation
in Israel.

Zionist Society: general support of Israel and general Jewish educa~
tion...250 members.

B'nai Brith: Jewish Lodge...100 members.

Eriends of the Hebrew University: fosters education and good re-
lationships with the University.,.small membership.

Womens Jewish Soeial Club: a social and recreational centre for
Wellington Jewry...500 members.

Habonim: Zionist Youth Movement,.,.140 members,

Moadon B'nei Akiva: Religious Youth Movement,,.small membership,
AUCKLAND:
Hebrew Aid Soeiety: to assist approved applicants with interest-free

loans to help them start in business or purchase a home ete.

to aid the sick and dying,
attend to the last solemn rites for the dead and to comfort the
moumers, Help to the poor and needy.

Union of Jewish Women: to unite the women of the commmnity and co-
ordinate their activities and increase their Jewish conseiousness,

Synagogue Women's Guild: t¢o assist the Synagogue in its activities,
look after the sacred vestments and renew them when necessary, provide
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refreshments for the Kiddush held after services on Festivals ete.

Organises culturpl activities among the women,

Zionigt Bogiety: (see Wellingtun brench)...alse organises cultural
evenings, lectures, film sereenings etc.,, classes in mgdemn Hebrew,
Women's International Zionist Organisation: (see Wellington branch),
Eriends of the Hebrew University: (see Wellington branch)...member-
ship about 200,

Habonim: (see Wellington branch),

Moadon B'ned Alkive: (see Wellington branch).

B'nai Brith Lodge: recently a women's chapter has been founded...
there is also a B'nai Brith Young Adults organisation mumbering about 60,
Jewish Study Circlet study Jewish history, literature, religion etc...
membership about 4O,
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