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Abstract 

Conducting polymers display properties such as high conductivity, light weight and 

redox activity giving them great potential for use in many applications. Polythiophenes 

have proved to be particularly useful because they are readily functionalised and have 

good chemical stability. The purpose of this work was to investigate the effect of 

electron-withdrawing and electron-donating substituents on the synthesis and 

properties of polythiophenes. 

Initial work entailed the synthesis of a series of styryl-substituted terthiophenes. 

Polymerisation of these materials using both chemical and electrochemical methods 

was found to produce predominantly short chain oligomers (n < 4) and insoluble 

material that could not be further processed. 

An analogous senes of styryl-substituted terthienylenevinylene materials were 

electrochemically oxidised for comparison to the terthiophene series. These materials 

were also found to produce predominantly dim er and short oligomers, but with the 

expected higher conjugation length than the corresponding terthiophene oligomers. 

To enhance polymerisation and increase the solubility of the resulting materials, the 

polymerisation of styryl-terthiophenes with alkyl and alkoxy functionalities was 

investigated. The properties of the resulting polymeric materials were determined using 

electrochemistry, mass spectrometry, spectroscopy and microscopy. The alkoxy 

substituted polymer was found to have a longer average polymer length than the 

corresponding alkyl derivative (-n = 1 1  compared to -n = 6), but was less soluble 

(78% compared to 100%). It was found, however, that by increasing the alkoxy chain 

length from 6 carbons to 10 carbons, the solubility of the polymer could be increased 

to 97% without affecting the average polymer length. The alkoxy-substituted polymers 

were observed to be very stable in the oxidised, conducting state compared to the 

alkyl-substituted polymer, which appeared to be more stable in the neutral, non­

conducting state. It was found that these soluble materials could be separated into 



fractions of different length polymers by usmg sequential soxhlet extractions m 

different solvents. 

Preliminary investigations were made into the suitability of these soluble oligomeric 

and polymeric materials for use in photovoltaic, actuator and organic battery 

applications and promising results were achieved for actuator and battery functions. In 

addition, the solubility of these materials allowed nano- and micro-structured fibre and 

fibril surfaces to be prepared for use in high surface area electrodes. 
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SEM unages of oxidised 0ligoN02STT films deposited by (a) 
potentiostatic and (b) potentiodynamic methods, x l  0000 magnification. 

A polythienylenevinylene derivative 

Terthienylenevinylene monomer derivatives. 

Potentiodynarnic growth of N02STV on a platinum micro electrode (SA 
= 10 11m2). Monomer concentration: 5 mM. Supporting electrolyte: 0.1 
TBAP/1: l AN:DCM. Potential limits: -500/+800 mY. 15 cycles. Scan 
rate: 100 m V S·I. Inset: first three cycles. 
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4.4 

4.5 

4.6 

4.7 

4.8 

4.9 

4.10 

4.11 

4.12 

4.13 

4. l 4  

4.15 

4.16 

4.17 

Potentiodynamic growth of CNSTV on a platinum micro electrode (SA = 

lO,..lm2). Monomer concentration: 5 mM. Supporting electrolyte: 0.1 
TBAPI1:1 AN:DCM. Potential limits: -500/+800 mY. 15 cycles. Scan 
rate: 100 mV S·l. Inset: first three cycles. 

Potentiodynamic growth of STV on a platinum micro electrode (SA = 

10 ,....m2). Monomer concentration: 5 mM. Supporting electrolyte: 0.1 
TBAPI1:1 AN:DCM. Potential limits: -500/+800 mY. 15 cycles. Scan 
rate: 100 m V S·l. Inset: first six cycles. 

Potentiodynamic growth of OMeSTV on a platinum micro electrode (SA 
= 10 ,....m2). Monomer concentration: 5 mM. Supporting electrolyte: 0.1 
TBAP/1:1 AN:DCM. Potential limits: -500/+800 mY. 15 cycles. Scan 
rate: 100 mV S·l. Inset: first three cycles. 

Potentiodynamic growth of NMe2STV on a platinum disc electrode (SA 
= 1.8 mrn2). Monomer concentration: 5 mM. Supporting electrolyte: 0.1 
TBAP /U AN:DCM. Potential limits: 0/+800 mY. 15 cycles. Scan rate: 
100 mV S·l. Inset: first three cycles. 

Post growth cycling of oligoN02STV deposited on a platinum micro 
electrode (SA = 10 ,....m2). Supporting electrolyte: 0.1 TBAP/AN. 
Potential limits: -500/+800 m V. 10 cycles. Scan rate: 100 m V S·l. 

Post growth cycling of oligoCNSTV deposited on a platinum micro 
electrode (SA = 10,....m2). Supporting electrolyte: 0.1 TBAP/AN. 
Potential limits: -500/+800 mY. 10 cycles. Scan rate: 100 mV S·l. 

Post growth cycling of oligoSTV deposited on a platinum micro electrode 
(SA = 10 ,....m2). Supporting electrolyte: 0.1 TBAP/AN. Potential limits: -
500/+800 mY. 10 cycles. Scan rate: 100 mV S·l. 

Post growth cycling of oligoOMeSTV deposited on a platinum micro 
electrode (SA = 10,....m2). Supporting electrolyte: 0.1 TBAP/AN. 
Potential limits: -500/+800 mY. 10 cycles. Scan rate: 100 mV S·l. 

Postgrowth cycling of oligoNMe2STV deposited on a platinum disc 
electrode (SA = 1.8 mrn2). Supporting electrolyte: 0.1 TBAP/AN. 
Potential limits: -5 00/+800 mY. 10 cycles. Scan rate: 100 mV S·l. 

UV-VlS-NIR spectrum of oligoN02STV electrodeposited onto ITO­
coated glass and electrochemically oxidised (solid line) and reduced 
(dashed line). 

UV-VlS-NIR spectrum of oligoCNSTV electrodeposited onto ITO­
coated glass and electrochemically oxidised (solid line) and reduced 
(dashed line). 

UV-VlS-NIR spectrum of oligoSTV electrodeposited onto ITO-coated 
glass and electrochemically oxidised (solid line) and reduced (dashed 
line). 

UV-VlS-NIR spectrum of oligoOMeSTV electrodeposited onto ITO­
coated glass and electrochemically oxidised (solid line) and reduced 
(dashed line). 

UV-VlS-NIR spectrum of NMe2STV electrodeposited onto ITO-coated 
glass and electrochemically oxidised (solid line) and reduced (dashed 
line). 
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5 . 1  

5 .2 

5 .3  

5 .4 

5 .5  

5 .6  

5 . 7  

5 . 8  

5 .9  

5 . 1 0  

5 . 1 1  

5 . 1 2  

5 . 1 3  

Relationship between electron withdrawing/donating effect of the 
substituent and the wavelength maxima due to the 1t -+ 1t* transition of 
the oligomer-chain chromophore for both terthiophene and 
thienylenevinylene derivatives. 

Alkyl- and alkoxy-substituted styrylterthiophene monomers that were 
initially polymerised and investigated in this study. 

Polymerisation of OC6DASTT. 

Possible structure created by the mesomeric effect of the oxygen on 
alkoxy substituted thiophene polymers . 

MALDI-TOF mass spectrum of polyOC�ASTT. Signals are labelled 
with the assigned oligomer length in terms of mono mer units (n). 

UV-VIS-NIR spectrum of the soluble fraction of polyOC�ASTT in 
solution in the oxidised state (excess Cu(Cl04)2, solid line) and neutral 
state (dashed line). The 1t-1t* band in the neutral state is labelled with its 
wavelength maximum. 

CV of chemically polymerised OC6DASTT, which has been cast as a 
film onto an ITO-coated glass electrode (- 1 cm\ Supporting electrolyte: 
0 . 1 M TBAP/AN. Potential limits : -500/+ 1200 mY. 16th to 20th cycles . 
Scan rate: 1 00 mV S·I . 

• 

Photograph of the monomer and solvent fractions as solutions ID 
chloroform. (a) Monomer, (b) hexane, (c) acetone, (d) dichloromethane 
and (e) chloroform. 

MALDI-TOF mass spectra of OC6DASTT oligomer fractions extracted 
using hexane followed by acetone, dichloromethane and chloroform. 
Signals are labeled with the assigned oligomer length in terms of 
monomer units (n). Mr of mono mer: 550.5 g mOrl . 

UV -VIS-NIR spectra of OC6DASTT oligomer fractions separated by (a) 
hexane, (b) acetone, (c) DCM and (d) chloroform. Samples were 
measured in the oxidised state (excess Cu(Cl04h solid line) and neutral 
state (dashed line) from solutions in chloroform. 

UV-VIS-NIR spectra of neutral samples of OC6DASTT oligomer 
fractions which have been separated using hexane, acetone, DCM and 
chloroform. The A-max of the major 1t-+1t* transition for each fraction is 
shown. 

MALDI-TOF mass spectrum of poly(C7DASTT). Signals are labelled 
with the assigned oligomer length in terms of mono mer units (n). 

UV-VIS-NIR spectra of polyC7DASTT in the oxidised state (excess 
Cu(CI04)2, solid line) and neutral state (dashed line). The 1t-1t* bands in 
the neutral state are labelled with their wavelength maxima. 

CV of a chemically polymerised C7DASTT film, which has been cast 
onto an ITO-coated glass electrode (SA: -1 cm2) .  Supporting electrolyte: 
0. 1 M TBAP/AN. Potential limits: -500/+1 200 mY. 5 cycles .  Scan rate: 
1 00 mV s·l .  
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5 . 1 4  

5 . 1 5  

5 . 1 6  

5 . 1 7  

5 . 1 8  

5 . 1 9  

5 .20 

5 .2 1  

5 .22 

5 .23 

5 .24 

5 .25 

5 .26 

5 .27 

MALDI-TOF MS of C7DASTT oligomer fractions extracted using 
methanol followed by hexane, acetone and dichloromethane. Signals are 
labelled with the assigned oligomer length in terms of mono mer units (n). 
Mr of mono mer: 546.5 g mOrl . 

UV-VIS-NIR spectra of C7DASTT oligomer fractions separated by (a) 
methanol, (b) hexane, (c) acetone and (d) DCM. Samples were measured 
in the oxidised state (excess Cu(CI04)2, solid line) and neutral state 
(dashed line) from solutions in chloroform. 

UV -VIS-NIR spectra of neutral samples of C7DASTT oligomer fractions 
which have been separated using hexane, acetone and DCM. The Amax of 
the 1t--+1t* transition for each fraction is shown. 

C IO-dialkoxy styrylterthiophene (OCIODASTT) 

Reaction procedure employed for the polymerisation of OCIODASTT 

MALDI-TOF MS of POlyOCIODASTT. Signals are labelled with the 
assigned oligomer length in terms of monomer units (n). 
UV-VIS-NIR spectra of polyOCIODASTT in chloroform in the oxidised 
state (excess Cu(CI04h, solid line) and neutral state (dashed line). The 
major "-max for the 1t--+1t* absorbance is labelled. 

CV of chemically polymerised OCIODASTT, which has been cast as a 
film onto an ITO-coated glass electrode (-1 cm2). Supporting electrolyte: 
0 . 1  M TBAP/AN. Potential limits: -5001+ 1200 mY. 1 0  cycles. Scan 
rate: 100 mV S-I. 

MALDI-TOF mass spectra of OCIODASTT polymer fractions extracted 
using hexane followed by acetone, dichloromethane and chloroform. 
Signals are labeled with the assigned oligomer length in terms of 
monomer units (n). Mr of monomer: 662.4 g mOrl . 

UV-VIS-NIR spectra of OCIODASTT oligomer fractions separated by 
(a) hexane, (b) acetone, (c) DCM and (d) chloroform. Samples were 
measured ill the oxidised state (solid line, oxidised using excess 
Cu(CI04)2,) and neutral state (dashed line) from solutions in chloroform. 

UV -VIS-NIR spectra of OCIODASTT oligomer fractions which have 
been separated using hexane, acetone, DCM and chloroform. The "-max of 
the 1t--+1t* transition for each fraction is listed. 

Cyclic voltammetry of OCIODASTT oligomer fractions that have been 
cast onto a glassy carbon electrode (SA: 7 mm2). Supporting electrolyte: 
0. 1 M TBAP/AN. Potential limits: - 1000/+800 mY. 1 0  cycles. Scan 
rate: 1 00 mV S-I . The average oligomer length in terms of mono mer units 
(nav) is displayed. 

Growth CV of oligoSTT (5 mM) on a platinum microe1ectrode (SA: 1 0  
�m2). Electrolyte solution: 0 . 1 M TBAP/ 1 : 1  AN:DCM. Potential limits: -
5001+900 mY. 1 5  cycles .  Scan rate: 1 00 mV S-I. 

Growth CV of C7DASTT (5 mM) on a platinum microelectrode 
( 1 0  �m\ Electrolyte solution: 0 . 1 M TBAPI l : 1  AN:DCM. Potential 
limits: 01+800 mY. 15  cycles. Scan rate: 1 00 mV S·I. 
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5 .29 

5 .30 

5 .3 1 

Relationship between the current produced during the growth of 
C7DASTI (measured at 0 .8 V) and the cycle number. 

Post gro'wth cycling of polyC7DASTI which has been deposited using 
cyclic voltammetry on a platinum micro electrode (SA: 1 0  �m2) .  
Supporting electrolyte: 0 . 1 M TBAP/AN. Potential limits : 
-5001+800 mY. 1 0  cycles. Scan rate: 1 00 mV S-I . 

Potentiostatic growth of C7DASTI (5 mM) on a platinum micro 
electrode (SA: 1 0  �2). Solvent: 1 : 1  AN:DCM. Potential held at 0 mV 
for 1 s, then stepped to 700 mV for 29 seconds . 

Post growth cycling of polyC7DASTI, which has been deposited 
potentiostatically on a platinum microelectrode (SA: 1 0  �m2) .  Supporting 
electrolyte: 0 . 1  M TBAP/AN. Potential limits: 01+800 mY. 1 0  cycles . 
Scan rate: 100 m V S-I . 

5 .32  Growth CV of OCJ)ASTT (5 mM) of a platinum micro electrode (SA: 
10 �m2) .  Electrolyte solution: 0 . 1 M TBAP/1 :  1 AN:DCM. Potential 
limits: -5001+800 mY. Scan rate: 1 00 mV S-I . The first scan is shown as 

5 . 33  
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5 .36 
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5 .38 

5 .39 

5.40 

an inset. 

Post growth cycling of polyOCJ)ASTT which has been deposited using 
cyclic voltammetry on a platinum microelectrode (SA: 1 0  �m2) .  
Supporting electrolyte: 0 . 1 M TBAP/AN. Potential limits : 
-5001+800 mY. 1 0  cycles .  Scan rate: 1 00 mV S-I . 

Potentiostatic growth of OC6DASTI (5 mM) on a platinum 
microelectrode (SA: 1 0  �m2) .  Electrolyte solution: 0. 1 M TBAPI1 : 1  
AN:DCM. Potential held at -500 mV for 1 s, then stepped to 800 mV for 
1 9  s .  

Post growth cycling of polyOC6DASTI which has been deposited 
potentiostatically on a platinum microelectrode (SA: 1 0  �m2) .  
Supporting electrolyte: 0. 1 M TBAP/AN. Potential limits: 
-5001+800 m V. 1 0  cycles .  Scan rate: 1 00 m V S-I . 

Growth CV of OCJ)ASTT (5 mM) on an ITO-coated glass electrode 
(SA: -1  cm2) .  Electrol}te solution: 0 . 1 M TBAP/1 : 1 AN:DCM. 
Potential limits: -500/+800 mY. 5 cycles . Scan rate: 1 00 mVs-l . 

Post growth cycling of polyOCJ)ASTI that has been deposited 
potentiodynamically on an ITO-coated glass electrode (SA: - 1  cm2). 
Supporting electrolyte: 0 . 1 M TBAP/AN. Potential limits: 
-5001+800 m V. 1 0  cycles. Scan rate: 1 00 m V S-I . 

Potentiodynamically deposited films of OC6DASTI oligomers on ITO­
coated glass. (a) Neutral film: x 1400, (b) Oxidised film: x 1400 inset: 
x350.  

MALDI-TOF MS of polyOCJ)ASTI, which was polymerised by 
potentiodynamic deposition onto an ITO-coated glass electrode. 
Significant signals are labelled with oligomer length in terms of monomer 
units (n). Detection suppression limit: 1000 Da. 

Growth CV of OCIODASTI (5 mM) on a platinum microelectrode (SA: 
1 0  �m2). Electrolyte solution: 0. 1 M TBAP 1 : 1  AN:DCM. Potential 
limits: -5001+800 mY. Scan rate: 1 00 mV S-I . 
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5 .52 

Post growth cycling of polyOCIODASTT which has been deposited 
potentiodynamicaUy on a platinum microelectrode (SA: 1 0  Ilm2). 
Supporting electrolyte: 0. 1 M TBAP/AN. Potential limits: 
-5001+800 mY. 10 cycles . Scan rate: 1 00 mV S·I . 

Potentiostatic growth of polyOCIODASTT (5 mM) on a platinum 
microelectrode (SA: 1 0  1-I.ffi2) . Electrolyte solution: 0. 1 M TBAP/l :  1 
AN:DCM. Potential held at -500 mV for 1 s, then stepped to 800 mV for 
1 9  s .  

Post gwwth cycling of polyOCIODASTT which has been deposited 
potentiostaticaUy on a platinum microelectrode (SA: 1 0  Ilm2) . 
Supporting electrolyte: 0. 1 M TBAP/AN. Potential limits: 
-5001+800 mY. 1 0  cycles . Scan rate: 1 00 mV S·I . 

Spectroelectrochemistry of a potentiostatically deposited 
poly(OCIODASTT ) film on ITO-coated glass. The film was initiaUy in a 
reduced state and was oxidised in steps of 0. 1 V. Supporting electrolyte: 
0 . 1 M TBAP/AN. Potentials are reported vs Ag/Ag+. 

Growth CV of OCIODASTT (5 mM) on an ITO-coated glass electrode 
(SA: - 1  cm2) . Electrolyte solution: 0 . 1 M TBAPIl :  1 AN:DCM. Potential 
limits: -5001+800 m V. 5 cycles. Scan rate: 1 00 m Vs·l . 

Post growth cycling of pOly(OCIODASTT) that has been deposited 
potentiodynamically on an ITO-coated glass electrode (SA: - 1  cm2) . 
Supporting electrolyte: 0 . 1 M TBAP/AN. Potential limits: 
-5001+800 mY. 1 0  cycles .  Scan rate: 1 00 mV S·I . 

Potentiostatic gro\\th of polyOCIODASTT (5 mM) on an ITO-coated 
glass electrode (SA: - 1  cm2). Electrolyte solution: 0. 1 M TBAP/l :  1 
AN:DCM. Potential held at -500 mV for 1 s, then stepped to 800 mV for 
1 9  s .  

Post grm\1h cycling of polyOCIODASTT that has been deposited 
potentiostatically on an ITO-coated glass electrode (SA: - 1  cm2). 
Supporting electrolyte: 0 . 1 M TBAP/AN. Potential limits : 
-5001+800 mY. 10 cycles. Scan rate: 1 00 mV S·I . 

SEM images of potentiodynamicaUy deposited films of OCIODASTT 
oligomers. (a) Neutral film: x1400, (b) Oxidised film: x 1400. 

SEM unages of potentiostatically deposited films of OCIODASTT 
oligomers. (a) Neutral film: x 1400, (b) Oxidised film: x 1400. 

SEM images of (a/b) potentiostatically and (cId) galvanostatically 
deposited polyOCIODASTT films on ITO-coated glass. Images (b) and 
(d) are of the film edges formed at the solution/air interface. All images 
are displayed at x7000 magnification. 

MALDI-TOF MS of polyOCIODASTT, which was polymerised by 
potentiodynamic deposition onto an ITO-coated glass electrode. 
Significant signals are labelled with oligomer length in terms of monomer 
units (n). Detection suppression limit: 1 000 Da. 
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6. 1 1  

6. 12 

6. 13 

MALDI-TOF MS of polyOCIODASTI, which was polymerised by 
potentiostatic deposition onto an ITO-coated glass electrode . Significant 

signals are labelled with oligomer length in terms of monomer units (n). 
Detection suppression limit 1000 Da. 

MALDI-TOF MS of polyOCIODASTI, which was polymerised by 

galvanostatic deposition onto an ITO-coated glass electrode. Significant 

signals are labelled with oligomer length in terms of monomer units (n). 
Detection suppression limit: 1000 Da. 

Construction of a PEC cell. 

I - V curve of a cast film of chemically dimerised NM�STI in the dark 

(thin line) and under illumination (thick line). 

I-V curves of electrochemically grown films of styryl thienylenevinylene 

derivates. (a) NMe2STV, (b) OMeSTV, (c) CNSTV and (d) N02STY. 

The relationship between the photovoltaic activity at lse (Msc, where Msc 
== hgJ1t.,sc - Idark.sc) and the electron-withdrawing capability of substituents 

on films of thienylenevinylene oligomers. 

I - V curve of a PEC device comprising a cast film of STY dimer. 

Experimental setup using a Dual Mode Lever System for measuring 
electromechanical properties of a sample. 

Schematic of a bender made by casting polymer as a solution in 
chloroform on a PVDF memebrane strip. 

CV of a cast polyOCIODASTI film on a PVDF membrane substrate. 

Surface area of substrate: 7 mm
2
. Amount of polymer cast 15 Ilg. 

Supporting electrolyte: 0. 1 M TPAP/AN. Ten cycles. Scan rate: 100 mV 

S·
I
. 

Absorbance of a polyOCIODASTI film on PVDF (a) immediately after 

being cast from solution, (b) after electrochemical oxidation (+ 1 V vs 
Ag/ Ag +) and (c) after oxidation with iodine. 

UV -VlS-NlR spectra of a cast polymer/PVDF strip which has been was 

reduced and oxidised potentiostatically at -0.6V and + 1.0 V. Supporting 

electrolyte: 0.25 M TBAPFJPC. A piece of platinum coil was used to 

wrap around the polymer/PVDF film to increase charge accessability, 
and the potential was applied for 30 minutes. 

Experimental setup for testing a polymerlPVDF strip. Electrolyte: 

0.25 M TBAPFJPC electrolyte. Counter electrode: stainless steel mesh. 

Reference electrode: Ag/Ag+. The strip is shown in both an (a) reduced 

and (b) oxidised state. 

Schematic showing the expansion of the polymer film on oxidation by 

incorporation of the anion, and contraction on reduction due to expulsion 

of the anion. 

Chronoamperometry of polyOCIODASTTIPVDF strip ID 0.25 M 
TBAPFJPC. Oxidation potentials :  switching from -0.6 V to 0.8 V. 

Reduction potentials: switching from 0.8 V to -0.6 V. 
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6. 1 5  

6. 1 6  

Correlation between the injected charge and the displacement of the free 
end of the film. The charge due to non-Faradaic process can be 
determined by extrapolation of the linear trend. 

Schematic of fibres on which polyOCIODASTI was deposited. (a) 
Hollow PVDF membrane fibre wrapped with a 50 J..Ull platinum wire. (b) 
Hollow PVDF membrane fibre which has been sputter-coated with 
platinum and wrapped with a 50 J..Ull platinum wire. (c) 250 J..I.m wire 
wrapped in a 50 J..Ull wire. 

Actuation of a hollow PVDF membrane fibre (49 mm long) wrapped in a 
50 J..Ull wire and coated with polymer (39 J..I.g mm-I) .  The force was held 
constant at 6 mN while the potential was alternated between -0.6 V and 
+0.8 V. The distance the fibre stretches and the current produced were 
measured. 

6. 1 7  Relationship between displacement and charge injected into a PVDF 
membrane fibre coated with polyOCIODASTI during (a) reduction and 
(b) oxidation of one typical pulse. A negative charge is used to indicate 
reduction, a negative displacement to indicate contraction, a positive 
charge to indicate oxidation and positive displacement to indicate 
expanSIOn. 
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6. 1 9  

6.20 
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6.22 

6.23 

6.24 

6.25 

6.26 

Comparison of the rate of contraction/expansion during oxidation and 
reduction of one typical pulse. The slope represents the rate at which the 
fibre is expanding or contracting. 

Free-standing film of polyOCIODASTI incorporating a zigzagged (50 
J..I.m diameter) wire. Dimensions of film: 6 mm x 21 mm with a thickness 
of 8 1  J..Ull. Mass = 16 . 1 mg. 

Strain created by the polyOCIODASTI film over time as it is doped 
(oxidised) and then dedoped (reduced at -0.6 V) to and from various 
oxidation potentials. 

The effect of the oxidation potential on the strain measured after 5000 
seconds of oxidation. 

Relationship between the strain generated at different oxidation potentials 
and the electrochemical efficiency (EE). 

Relationship between the isometric stress generated on the film and the 
charge density passed as the film is reduced. The film was pre­
conditioned at + 1 V to obtain the fully expanded state and then isometric 
measurements were performed as the potential was switched to -0.6 V. 

Schematic of the test cell used in this study. 

SEM unages of the electrodes .  Anodes prepared by casting 
poly(OCIODASTI) onto (a) Ni/Cu substrate (b) carbon fibre substrate. 
The blank substrates before polymer deposition are given for comparison 
as insets in the top right hand corner. (c) Cathode prepared by 
electrodeposition of polypyrrole on stainless steel mesh. Images are 
displayed at x400 magnification with insets at x l 00 magnification. 

Cyclic voltammograms of polyOCIODASTI cast on carbon fibre 
substrate and Ni/Cu substrate. Electrolyte solution: 60 mM TBAPFJPC. 
Scan rate: 1 0  mV S-I . 
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6 .32 
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6 .37  

6 .3 8 

Charge (A,C) and discharge (B,D) curves of cells with anodes 
comprising Ni/Cu substrate (A,B) and carbon fibre (C,D). The 
charge/discharge current density is 0.02 mA cm-2. 

Discharge capacities at different discharge current densities obtained for 
the Teflon cell using Ni/Cu and carbon fibre anode substrates. 

Variation of discharge capacity with cycle number for cells with an anode 
comprising polyOCIODASTT on Ni/Cu substrate and carbon fibre 
substrate. Current density: 0 .02 mA cm-2 . 

SEM images showing polyOCIODASTT fibrils with a platinum film as a 
support. (a) Partially dissolved template and viewed from platinum 
coated side, and (b) cross-section of the fibrils with a polymer film on left 
and platinum film on the right. 

CV of fibrils in a partially dissolved template with a platinum backing 
stuck on ITO coated glass. Supporting electrolyte: 0 . 1 M TBAP/AN. 
Scan rate: 100 mV S-I . 

Platinum inverse opals showing the honey comb structure. (a) x7500 and 
(b) x3000 magnification. 

Platinum opal structures produced by sputter-coating the polystyrene 
opal with platinum. (b) opal showing predominantly body-centred cubic 
square-packing. (c) showing predominantly hexagonal close-packing with 
polymer coating. 

AFM images of the underside of a platinum opal structure. (a) 3 -
dimensional image, (b) Height data and (c) deflection data. Scan size: 
1 0.00 I--lffi. 
(a) Gold opal surface on ITO-coated glass and (b) polyOC,oDASTT cast 
on a gold opal surface. 

Edge of ITO opal structure on ITO-coated glass. 

SEM images electrospun polyOCIODASTT fibres. 

Growth of platinum on opal coated ITO coated glass .  1 0  cycles. Scan 
rate: 1 00 mV S-I . 
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