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Abstract 
 
Through experimentations with light and its reflection, separation and reconfiguration 

this project seeks to locate links between the process of photography and elements of 

philosophy centred within metaphysics and epistemology. Drawing on the ideas of 

dualism, analysis, synthesis and empiricism this project explores how photography 

can contribute to the discourse concerning the metaphysical and epistemological 

inquiries into the transfer of sense data, the development of knowledge, and the 

relationship between the material and immaterial. It also maps and describes the 

relationship between light and space through photography.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 3 

Massey University 

Written Assignment Originality Declaration 

Student ID: 06042521 

Last Name: Beck 

First Name: Andrew Daniel Lyons 

Paper Number: 

Paper Title: 

Assignment Title: Written Component 

Declaration 

• I declare that this is an original assignment and is entirely my own work. 

• When I have made use of the ideas of other writers, I have acknowledged 

(referenced) the sources in every instance. 

• When I have made use of any diagrams or visuals, I have acknowledged 

(referenced) the sources in every instance. 

• This assignment has been prepared exclusively for this paper and has been and 

will not be submitted as assessed work in any other academic courses. 

• I am aware that penalties for plagiarism may be applied 

A copy of the Assessment and Examination Regulations can be found under the 

Statutes and  

Regulations section on the Massey University website. 

 

 

Student signature Date 25/1/11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

Table of Contents 
 
Circular Structuralism______________________________________1 

Photography’s links to Metaphysics and Epistemology_____________2 

Methodological Skepticism___________________________________6 

Dualism__________________________________________________10 

Empirically derived knowledge: The Analytic and Synthetic_________12 

Light Experiments: Reflection, Reconfiguration, Categorisation_____17 

Solar Experimentations and Transmissions: The Point of Generation_22  

The Immaterial Through The Material: Light, Time, Duration, Space. _27  

Synthesis__________________________________________________34 

Glossary__________________________________________________41 

List of Illustrations__________________________________________43 

References_________________________________________________45 

Bibliography_______________________________________________46 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


