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UN-TRAGIC TRAGEDY   

 

As previously mentioned, tragedies are always created towards a purpose, however 

what happens to the tragedy after its primary aspirations are exhausted or made void? 

Tragedies are recyclable. The surveying of these "uses" and/or "abuses" of readymade 

tragic signs offers some potentially interesting habits in the linguistic frameworks of how 

the tragic is employed within the technologies of desire generation.  

 

                                  
Wyler Vetta, Moby Dick Regulator. (Retrieved 5/5/09) 

 

The images that have been chosen for replication will be examined in their current state 

of cathartic intention as opposed to their initial grounding in a highly emotive and tragic 

narrative. The watch, named "Moby Dick" borrows its name, and in an sense its design 

aesthetic as the watch is primarily white and silver - the whiteness echoing the whale 

Moby Dick himself, however, the watch nor its context is tragic, nor particularly 

emotive in any sense, as it is more or less just a watch. I will acknowledge that 

depictions of watches can potentially have associations with the memento mori, but 

considering the image was created in order to serve the watch, and the watch was not 

made in order to create a photo of a watch, this will be disregarded at this point. In 

Moby Dick a "gold watch" had been loosely used as a metaphor for the life of the whale, 


























































