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ABSTRACT 

The s t udy was conc erned with  b umiputra  entrepreneurship in Malaysia . 

P r imarily , the purpose  was t o  provide understanding concerning the 

development of  an indi genous b umipu t ra ( i . e .  Malays as  well as  o ther 

ind i genous groups in Malaysia ) ent repreneursh ip , as we ll  as to na rrow 

t h e  knowledge gap between governmen t agencies and similar inst itution s , 

in Malays ia , s e t  up to promo t e  bumipu t ra ent repreneur ship , and those 

they are  supposed to serve . 

Da ta  c oncerning bumipu t ra ent repreneurs were  obtained through the 

autho r ' s  pe rsonal interviews with 92 MA RA  loanees in eight town counc i l  

d i s t r i c t s  i n  the Malays ian s t a t e  o f  Kelantan , and 4 4  bumipu tra o f f i cials 

in the Malays ian States o f  Kelantan and Selango r ,  and the Capital 

Ter r itory o f  Kuala Lumpur . 

The data  for this  thesis  have been collected a lmost twelve years a f t er 

t h e  Malaysian government intens i f ied its  efforts  to p romo t e  bumiput r a  

part i c ipat ion i n  business and indus try thro ugh t h e  New Economic Pol i c y ,  

( th i s  was launched in 1 9 71 following the rac ial r io t s  in 1 9 6 9 ) . How­

ever , the f ind ings presented , acc ord ing to the bumiputra personal anrl 

business pro f i l e ,  bus iness  p r ac t ic e  and gro�tl1 pro f i l e, bus i n ess­

problem profi l e ,  and  training-need pro file show that much has ye t to  be  

done tons s i s t  the bumiputra . 

The r esul t s  ind ica t e  two important feat ures . first l y , there we re 

inadequac ies in t he educa t ion  and experience o f  the bumiput ra en t re ­

p reneurs wh ich  were c ompo unded by the fac t  tha t t h e  businesses  were 

youn g , small , poorly  o rganized  and without adequate bus iness records . 

Secondly , the bun.iputra en t r e preneurs were found to b e  operat ing in a 
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r el a t ively host i l e  environment ,  receiving l i t t l e  suppor t  from e ither  

the publ ic or  p r ivate  sectors  o f  the econorev . 

In view o f  these  probl ems some recommendat ions were made to  deve l op 

bumiput ra ent repren eurship . They inc luded weasures wh ich cover 

imme d i a t e  and long term needs , as wel l  as the c reat ion of suppor t  

services as  an ongoing process . Further research , however ,  i s  necessary 

to o b t a in mor e  informat ion regard ing the bu�iput ras in business  and 

ind u s t r y .  
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