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A B ST RA CT 

T h e  d e v e lopment  of p o e t ic a p p re c ia t i on is inves t i ga te d  b y  
c omb i n i n g  p h ilo s op h i ca l  a na ly s i s  w i t h  P ia g e tian-type  i n terviews i n  
o r d e r  t o  a rg ue a g e nera l ca s e  for t h e  fundame n t a l  imp o r t a n c e  o f  
k n ow l e d g e  a nd t he emerge n c e  o f  c o g n i t i v e  a bil i t ie s  in t h e  e d uca t io n  
o f  a r t is ti c  apprec ia t ion . C o lerid g e ' s  poem ,  " T he  R ime o f  the Anc i e n t  
M a r in e r "  i s  u s e d  a s  t he ob j e c t  o f  a p precia t ion f o r  a s e rie s o f  
c l in i c a l  i n t e rv iews involv i n g  3 0  s u b j e c t s , 1 0  a t  e a c h  o f  three 
d i f fe re n t  a ge-levels : 9t - 1 0  yea r o l d s ; 1 1 t - 1 2  y e a r  old s ; 

1 3t - 1 4t y ear  o l d s , I l l um i n a t iv e  protocols a re d rawn  from t h e s e  
i n t e r v i ews t o  i l l ustra t e  va rious  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  e d uca t i on a l  t h e ory 
t ha t  i s  a d vanc e d . This  t h e ory draws upon re c e n t  re s e a rc h  a n d wr i t i n g s  
i n  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  of  a rt ,  l i t e ra ry c r i t icism  an d deve l opme n t a l  
p s yc ho l o g y  a s  t h ese re l a t e  t o  c urric u l u m  problems in  t h e  a p prec i a t i o n  
o f  a rt a n d  l i t e ra t ure . T h e  e d uc a t i o n a l  impl ica t i on s  o f  t he a rg ument 
a re t h e n  s yn t he s i zed i n t o  a tentat ive  t h e oret ica l fra mework for the  
t e a c h i n g  of  p oe t ic a p prec i a tio n .  

T h e  re j e c tion o f  p o s i t iv ism a n d  recent  moves t owards  
e p i s t e mo l o g ica l plura l i s m  a re used  to  s upport t h e  c la im t h a t  a r t i s t i c  
a ppre c ia t ion ,  n o  l e s s  t h a n  s c ience , is  a doma i n of  p ublic k n owledge  

c ha ra ct e r i ze d  b y  critic a l e n q u iry , obj e c t ive  c a n on s ,  a n d  c o n c e p t s  
s h a red w i thin a soc i o - c ultura l tra d i t i on .  I t  i s  c on t e n d e d  t ha t  b e c a u s e  
a p pr e c ia t io n  p resuppos e s  a n  i n t e rpreta t io n  w h i c h  e n t a ils  " s e e i n g "  w orks  
o f  a r t  and  l i t era t ure under  a n  a pp ropria t e  a s pect  a nd i n  c orrec t  

r e la t io n s h i p  t o  t h e i r  c on t e x t , a r t i s t i c appre c ia t i on  is  n o t  t h e  r e s u l t  

o f  mere l y  s ub j ective o r  id iosyncra t ic re s p o n s e s  t o  art i s t i c  experi e n c e  
b u t  re q u ir e s  a n  i n i t ia t i o n  i n t o  t h e  u ndersta n d i n g  o f  r e l e va n t  c o n c e p t s , 
t he k n o w l e d g e  of  p ub l ic l y  ide n t i f i a b l e  c r i t e r ia , a nd a g r a d u a l  
i nd uc t i o n  i n t o  t h e  i n t e rp r e t ive m o d e  o f  rea so n in g .  

I t  i s  arg ued , more ove r ,  t h a t  emo t i on a l re s p o n s e s  t o  a rt a re n o t  
" in n e r "  s ub j ec t ive  sta t e s  b u t  a r e  t hems e l v e s  s t r u c tured b y  c o g n i t i ve 

a ppra i s a l s  o f  t he a e s t he t i c o b j e c t .  Hence , t here  is  a n  importa n t  
d i s t i n c t i o n  between  a n  a ffec t ive re s p o n se t o  t h e  experie n c e  o f  a r t  a n d  
a n  a ppr e c i a t ion i n  w h i c h  emot ion  i s  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  va l i d  i n t e rpreta tion . 
Beca use  t h i s  c on t rol p r e s u p p o s e s  p u b l i c  n o rms a n d  the  k n owledge  
n ec e s sary to  apply  them ,  t h e  ed u c a t ion o f  t h e  emot ions  thr o u g h  t he 
a p pre c ia t i o n  o f  art a n d  l i t e ra t ure is nec e s sa r i l y  c og n i t ive . 



( i i i ) 

Th u s ,  it i s  argued  t h a t  t h e  e d uca t i on o f  p o e t ic a p p re c ia t ion , 
a s  w i t h  o t h e r  f orms o f  a rt, r e q u ires  t he d e v e l opme n t  o f  i n t e rpret ive 

r ea s on in g  a b i l ity  a nd s pe c i fic  c o g n i t i v e  c a p a c i t i e s  suc h  as meta p h oric  
c om p e t e n c e  and  p e r c e p t u a l  d is c r imina t io n . The d e v e lopmen t o f  these  
capa c i ties  involves  the  p r o g r e s s iv e  e q u i l ibra t io n  o f  c o g n i t iv e  
s truc t ur e s  e x h i b i t in g  fea t ur e s  of  whol e n e s s ,  tra n s f orma t i on  a n d  
s e l f-re g u la t io n . 

The  task o f  t he tea c h e r  in  t h e  e d u ca t ion o f  p o e t i c  a pp r e c i a t io n, 
t he r e fore , i s  to provide t h e  experien c e s  o f  p o e t r y  neces sa ry t o  the  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  of  poetic  mea n i n g ,  a n d  to  ma ke  a v a ilable  t h e  k n owledge  

n ec e s sa ry t o  an  e d uca ted  a n d  ma t u re a pprecia t io n . The  key  t o  s uch  
a pp r e c ia t ion , i t  is cla imed , lies  in  d eve l o p i n g  t h e  a b i l ity  t o  c ons truc t  
v a l id ,  comp r e hen s ive and  c o n s iste nt  i n t e rpreta t i ons on  t h e  b a s is o f  
r e l e v a n t  c o n t e x t ua l  k n owl ed ge . O nly  when t h is a b ility  h a s  b e e n  
d e v e l oped  c a n  e v a l ua ti o n , or  the  c r i t i c a l  a pp re c ia t i o n o f  p o etry b e c ome 
a c e n t r a l  f o c u s  for e d uca t ion . 
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P R E FACE  AND AC KNOWLEDG E ME NTS  

I t  woul d  be  a n  imp o s s ible  ta s k  t o  a c k n owl e d ge s e pa ra t e ly all  

t h e  forma t iv e  i n fluences  b e h ind a t h e s i s  o f  this  na ture , Si g n i f ica n tly ,  
i t  i s  a v e ry p e r s onal  sta tement  a n d  d r a ws upon  ma ny  stra n d s  o f  interest  

a nd c on ce r n  w h ic h could  b e  t raced  ba c k  t o  a n  e a r l y  sta ge i n  my own 
d e ve l o p me n t .  H oweve r ,  d ur i n g the pa s t  five yea rs  i n  w h i c h  the t he s is 
i t s e l f  ha s t a k e n  shape , I ha ve h a d  t h e  b ene fit o f  s u p p o r t  a n d g u ida n c e  
f r o m  a n umber  o f  men t o r s , c ollea g ues a n d  fri e n d s  whos e d ir e c t  i n fl u e n c e  
I h a ve g rea t ly va lued , In p a rt i c ula r ,  I wish  t o  a c k n ow l e d g e  my spec i a l  
d e b t  t o  t h e  following : 

T o  my su pervisor s , Dr D , M ,  McAl p ine , Dr  G , R . Ba s s e t t  a nd the  
l a t e  P r o fe s s or C , G , N ,  H i ll,  for  t h e i r  s c holarly  s upp ort , 

T o  M r  A. W .  C oope r ,  for ma n y  i n s i g hts  a n d  v a l uab l e  e x c ha n ges  o f  

i d ea s ,  
T o  D r  T , W ,  Besto r ,  for h i s  p e n e tra t in g  a n d  c on s t r u c t ive 

c r i t i c i s m ,  
T o  m y  wife, Z o e , a nd c h ildre n , Sara h , H e le n ,  Ma t t hew  a n d  E mma , 

a l l o f  w h om have enable d  me t o  k e e p  g o i n g  a n d  w h o  s h a r e  my s a t i s fa c t i o n  
a nd r e l ie f i n  seeing  t h e  ta s k  t hro u g h  t o  c omple t ion , 

To  J ill  C he e r ,  w h ose profic i e n cy a s  a typist  a n d  p e r s onal  
i n t e re s t  i n  my work  has  ma de t he c ompletion  of  t he ta s k  so  much  e a s i e r .  

Fin a l l y ,  I owe a very s pe c ia l  d e b t  o f  g ra t i t u d e  t o  t he t h i rt y  
c h i ld r e n  w h o  took  part  i n  t h e  s t ud y ,  t o  t he t e a c h e rs w h o  ta ught  m e  t o  
a pprec i a t e  p oetry a nd t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  whom I l a t e r  ta u g h t . I t  i s  b y  
s ha r i n g  t he experie n c e  o f  rea d i n g  C oleridge ' s  g r e a t  p o e m  w ith  s o  ma n y  
o t he r s  t h a t  I ha ve  ga i n ed  s ome i n s i ght i n t o  t h e  n a t ure o f  p o e t i c  
a p pre c ia t i o n , 

J . A. C odd  
J u l y  1 9 8 0  
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