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ABSTRACT 

This s tudy attempted to determine the interactive effects of l ea rner  

c ha racteristics �ith two differentia l l y but  hierarchical l y  structured 

p rogrammed in s tructiona l tas k s . The l ea rner characteristics c hosen  

w ere a subjects• independence a nd conformance achievement orientations 

a nd his prior famil iarity with the s ubj ect matter .  Th e two programmed 

texts  construc ted for the  experiment were , ' A  P rocedu ra l Approach  to 

I nt roductory S ta tis tics • and ' A  Behavioura l Approach to Learning ' .  

Both  texts were written by the  res earcher . The point of tas k  

differentiation was based on the  degree o f  arbitrarines s in the  s equence 

o rder  of criterion competencies ; the s ta tistics programme being deemed 

to be more in trinsica l ly s tructured a nd the l earning theory p rogramme 

more extrinsica l l y  s tructu red . 

The re s u l ts  indicated a diffe ren tia l effec t  of l ea rner 

c h aracteris t i c variab l es between treatments  and acros s ta s ks . Further , 

the  resu l ts indicated both ordina l  and disord i na l  treatment interactions 

iv 

on the dependen t  measu res of criterion a c hievement , s eq uence a ppropriateness 

and  ta s k - rel ated achievement motivation . The effects of ins tructiona l  

treatments were indeed modifi ed  by the interaction o f  tas ks and l ea rner 

cha racteristics . 
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