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A knowled.[€ of c:.. society's cierrngraphy can givs ir:sig~_,tf 

as to the eon:posi tion of that society. By studying tl1e d e:,iogrs.1:hic 

trends of a society over time we can see ho~ tl1is composition 

changes and the different tynes of composition associated with the 

different stages in the society's development. Historical demography 

is a much underestimated discipline within 1ew Zealand's historical 

·writing and this dissertation is aimed at being a very small contri­

bution w1~ich will have to be added to and compared with to give a 

more clear nicture of New Zealand society in the latter half of the 

nineteenth century and the first one and a half decades of t~e 

twentieth. Because this is merely a beginning I have decided not to 

go b€yond some basic manipulation of the available data upon which 

to study Palmerston North. ~y main aim is to describe and account 

for the patterns of population growth that occur by relating them 

to the history of the Palmerston forth - ~anawatu area and also Kew 

Zealand as a whole. 

Cne of the first problems to be faced by a historical 

demographer studying Rew Zealand history is the great lack of any 

previously published material. What has been "'Titten is usually 

found in either economic or social histories in the form of general 

statements including simple computations of numerical or percentage 

growth of the population. 1I·he only niece of work of note dealing 

with the turn of the twentieth century that has had 'population' as 

its central theme is Willoughby's unpublished thesis about the Lorth­

ward drift of population in the late nineteenth century. 1 Ee Fives 

a limited co~erage of general trends as those included are intended 

to sup~ort ~is thesis accountinf for the 1 drift nortt• ratter ttan 

riving a full coverage. 

This lack of seccndary information or: the -:,opuls1,ion r.as 



CEnsuse1:: 2-nd tne r:e"'· .!.u.tlsr.d Ye::::.rboor:s for basic c.2.ta \'.·itli \!Lich 

to work. From the very beginning there is a posEibility of 

inaccuracies occurrinf as it is imposeible to be co~pletely sure 

of the accuracy of the figures in a census. Censuses are well known 

to carry inaccuracies t:nrough tUtrnn error as not everyone fills in 

the return accurately. It is hoped that any such errors do not affect 

the enci. result. 1~:ost of the statistical ana.lysis is r.:erely on a 

comparative basis, therefore the inexactitudes of the raw data will 

probably not have as much effect as ~ight occur if only numerical 

data was used. However this is not always true. When using Age-Sex 

pyramids in a small population, a relatively small numerical vari-

ation can translate into a larger percentage variation especially 

when the population gro~s at such a rate as occurs in lalmerston 

~\Orth. .A similar situation occurs when discueE"ing me.rriare statistics 

amongst the older age groups es~ecially in tte early years of settle­

ment wtere there may have been only one or two people in that age 

group. Where tl1ere are two married people making up the group>that 

is 100 uercent married, whereas if only one is married of the two that 

~eans only 50 percent of the group is in the married state. This 

would appebr highly significant in percent~ge terms but is not in 

nur2erical terms. 

It should be noted that t~e divisions used in the age-sex 

pyramids are not mutually exclusive. The groups used share their 

bound2~y li~its which should not occur but that is how the groups 

were divided by the census takers. It is hoped the inexactitude of 

such definition is apnarent rather than real. I have maintained the 

divisions as used in the censuses as it would be 2n arbitrary 

decision as to what the lir:iits should be or \'.'ere, c.s applied by the 

census takers and enusErators. Eeing only used in ceneral terms 



di~trituticns do not affect the anslyeis sicnificantly. 

One area where a problem did &rise was in dealine ~ith 

tirths and de~ths in Palmerston North. The registere held at the 

}almerston iorth Courthouse do not cover the whole period. The 

holdings of registers of births begins ~ith that of 1880 whilst ttat 

of deaths starts halfway ttrough 1885. A fire in 1882 destroyed 

newspaper files, Borough and Road Eoard records, and tte early 

regi.sters of births, deaths and marriages. Apart fron the problem 

of incomulete holdings it was necessary to rely on the cooperation 

of a Courthouse assistant to look through the registers and record 

the various totals, because of a lack of facilities for research. 

Iinother nroblem rel~ted to these registers was that they do not only 

include entries for Palmerston forth but also include surrounding 

areas such as Stoney Creek (now ¼'haka!'oniso), Ashturst, Karere, and 

Awahuri. I 'l':as only able to peruse the Register of Birtns for 1881 

and the Register of Deaths for 1886 and also for 1891. I arrived 

at an average percentage of some 65 percent actually belon~ing to 

Palmerston North. This again may lead to errors in my co!"'lputatior.s 

but it is hoped they are not so great as to affect the study to 

any significant extent. 

hnother proble~ cf defin~tio~ arises wnen considering 

what exactly constituted Palmerston North in this neriod. Jhen the 

~.2naw2tu ~as surveyed by J.~.Stewart he saw the fapaioea clearing 

as an ideal site for a town. 'rhis town was duly surveyed .., , ~ .. ana L2lC1 

out and sections were offered for sale in Wellington. ln a report 

to the Wellington Provincial Council in 1866 Stew~rt described what 

was 12.id out and it included 160 to1fm lots of a qt:a::-ter to one acre 

ar:cd 180 suturban and sm2.ll farm lots with a tot?;.l area of 1500 acres. 2 

This was the size of the to~n until it was declared a t~rough in 



Eosrd extended the boundaries eo that the srea of tbe Gorough ~as 

"one of the largest in the Colony, [at] 
'A 

4595 acres".,, although mort 

of it was bush. With such a large area for its population no doubt 

the boundaries remained unaltered for some time. The statistical 

boundary would be the same for most of the neriod under study. 

For a general history of Palmerston North the most 

important work is G.C. Fetersen's Palmerston Korth: A Centennial 

His,tor:y ( 1973)., This is the most substantial work since T. L. J~uick' s 

Old Manawatu which was published in 1903. Other articles 0£ a more 

specific nature provide the remainder of my sources for the 1.anawatu' s 

hi~tory in ttis period. To cover the general economic history of 

this period Condliffets Kew Zealand in the ~aking (revised edition, 

1959) is useful as is Lloyd lrichsrd 1 s An Economic Histor of Kew 

Zealand to 1939 ( 1970). 

I would like to thank !rofeseor Gliver for his assistance 

in reviewing the initial draft. 
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The for~ that any growth takes depends greatly on its 

foundation and then the various catalysts and restraining factors 

v·hich mould the growth that occurs. This is especially true in 

relation to the growth of Palmerston North as well as to the rest 

of gew Zealand. Eany New Zea land to.ms were founded in the 1 870 to 

1911 period with some expanding rapidly whilst others grew slowly 

and others failed to take root. The settlements planned for Eartins 

Bay (Jamestown) and Jackson Bay (Seacombe) collapsed after several 

years growth with very few families there today because of a lack 
1 of resources. Some settlements such as Feilding, Dannevirke, and 

~asterton developed slowly whilst others like Palmerston North 

developed rapidly because of their favourable situation. Palmerston 

I!orth was very ouch favoured ty the governmental expenditure of the 

Public Works and Immigration Act of 1870, as ~ell as the investments 

of the Wellington - 1,anav:atu Rail\-:&y Co:i:pany. These can be seen 

as the two major factors for the growth of lalmerston ~orth with 

other minor factors also contributing. 

The exploration of the ~anawatu for settle~ent stem~ed 

from the lack of suitable land in the Wellinpton area for the 

\'!akefieldian settlers. 'I his led to E.J. Wakefield being sent to 

find more suitable land which he did very soon after the Kew 

Zealand Company ship Tory, and others, had reached Wellington. 

The ~ew Zealand ca~nany negotiated the purchase of 25,000 acres 

2.rou!1d the lower I1:anav:atu River \<:hen surveys began in 1842. Early 

activity w&s restricted to the area around Te Awahou (Foxton) and 

I·aiaka (te~ miles uDriver from Foxton). The upper ~ana~atu w~s 

surveyed by J.T.Ste~art for the Government during the late 1250 1 s 

artd the 1260 1 s. Ee travelled up t.:1e T•.c.n2,.,:atu River and reported 

the existe~ce of large a~ounts of land still avaiJable in the 



StE-:v.·r:::rt v:<0.s struct ·c,y one area in particular ae a sui.ts.ble si tE: 

for locating a township and this was the }apaioea clec:c.ring. '.ILis 

clearing was natural in origin and covered an area of so~e 900 acres. 

It was surrounded by dense bush and was located approximately half 

a mile inland from the river near the Eoko~hitu pa. 

Surveys of the Papaioea clearing and the surrounding 

Ahuaturanga block were completed by 1867 and sections were offered 

for sale in Wellington including 160 towli lots and 180 suburban and 

farm lots. 3 Most of the town sections were sold but it wc:.s some 

two years before there was any movement towc::.rds actual settlement 

of the sections. One of the main limitations on initial settlement 

was the difficulty of trar1sportation into the area, y;i ti, its dense 

barrier of forest. There was no suitable road from Foxton to 

Falmerston North so goods had to be brought upriver by canoe even 

though it was quite expensive. The cost of freight from ~ellington 

to Foxton was one pound per ton whilst from Foxton to IalITerston 

Korth it was twenty. 4 Kore interest in taking up already purchased 

land was shown w~1en the government promised the construction of 

improved transport facilities between Falmerston North an6 Foxton. 

This was put into effect by the completion of a dray road bet~e~n 

tte t~o in 1871 and a tra~~ay by 1873. 

The beginninis of Falmerston 1,ortt•s growth is inextricatly 

associated with transport. The ye~r 1870 heralded the corning of 

Julius Ycfel's massive Public ~orks and Io~i[ration net which ai~ed 

at opening up the country by constructing transport routes. ~s 

insufficient suitable people could te found in Greet Fritain to 

er,igr-2.te quickly enough, ::::ome fro~ Scandinavian countries were 

selected and tteir first group arrived at ~wapuni (Palmerston Nortt) 

in February 1871 followed ty a second group vho arrived in ~EllingtoL 



p;:::yrr:E:nt scheme, alc,r,g the projectEd route of the road and trar;;'"-'&Y 

between Palmerston ~0rth a~d Foxton. This group consiEted of 

eifhteen married couples with all the males being employed on the 

construction of the road. The second group who arrived were 
I; 

settled at Stoney Creek and included some u~ffiarried men and women.~ 

This group assisted in the construction of the road through the 

tr.anawatu Gorge which was begun in 1871 and completed in 1875. 

When not involved in roadbuilding the early settlers in 

the area busied themselves with clearin~ their sections of the forest 

cover. The sections were of forty acres for married men and twenty 

acres for single men, the price to be paid over a period of five 
,,. 

years from their wages from roadbuilding. 0 It is not surprising 

considering the nature of the surrounding environn:ent that the first 

economic enterprise undertaken was so.wmilling. Timber however was 

only of use as a means of income once the tramway was completed and 

the timber could be transported to Foxton and from there transhipned 

to the various markets. The rate of the clearance of the land was 

such that by 1880 large areas surrounding Falmerston North were 

cleared of bush and dairy stock were being introduced. Such was 

the growth of the dairying enterprise that the first cooperative 

dairy factory was opened in 1884 at Longburn. Soon various dairy 

factories were sited throughout the area surrounding Pal~erston 

North as well as up the Pohangina Valley. 

'.i'he rroost important ce.talyst to the grov.,th of the r2~n2.v:atu 

and Palrrierston 1,;: orth especially, was the location of • he railway,, 

~he importance of transport routes can eaeily be seen in the location 

of colonial settlement in both Australia and few ZealEnd. The first 

points of contact were usually the best h~rbours with major cities 

developins nedrby. This is seen in the growth of Sy~Ley, Adelaide, 

Hobart, and Perth in ~ustralia; and £uckla~d, Wellington, Christ-



L~ter a~ tte population ~rew in each colony the transport routec 

betv:een the e:i tie:s spres.d out along the favourable natural fe2tu:! ei:: 

which allowed for relatively easy movement. A good example of this 

v:as that the teach tetween Wellington and 'vhmganui was for several 

decades the 'main trunk line'. Exuloration of the interior was 

carried out mainly by travelling up rivers such as the r,:anawatu 

and the Rangitikei which resulted in the developreent of river-mouth 

ports sucL as Foxton and Fatea. With the initial develop~ent of the 

hinterland came a demand for coach roads and later still railways 

which gave birth to towns on their routes, initially as construction 

bases and then continuing because of the business generated by through 

traffic. The development of these internal routes allowed for the 

further exploitation of the :bi.nterland' s resources, which in the 

Eanawatu was ffiainly timber and flax, and the improvement of these 

activities by providing a rapid rnea~s of transport to markets and 

also service centres. Falmerston ~orth benefitted from all these 

factors in the long run. 

The develop~ent of the transport system led to the 

development of the agriculture in the region. This was greatly 

assisted by the developme11t of refrigeration techniques in the 1880's 

w1cich tLade frozen meat (and at a later date dairy producte) among 

the colony's largest exports. This gave the earning power of the 

!,anawatu farmer a great boost wten the 1 depression 1 of the 1880 1 s 

v·c.s casting a shadov.1 over tLe ::ew Zealand economy as a whole. During 

tte 1890 1 s an increasing amouTit of land ~as troufht into production 

bye groYing population and Fal~erston !~orth gre~ to accoCTmodate 

the needs of this population. This increase can be seen as co~ing 

from two main sources after the initial im'.I.igration; natural increase 

(excess of births over deaths) a~d from the 'drift north'. A later 



l,u:r-et cf irr,:-r:igro.t ion to l~ev: Zealand v:hich started in 1901 and 

continued until ~he ~ar interupted the flow in 1914. The iffi~igration 

was not E:ntirely unasEisted as it was boosted by the help of 

government aid in 1904. 7 By the end of the first forty years of 

Palmerston ~ortn 1 s existence (that is 1911) the population had 

reached an impressive figure of nearly 11,0008 and the town's 

population was now in a relatively settled urban existence. 
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