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Abstract 

In the context of women's exclusion from knowledge production and 

reproduction in psychology, this thesis is a reading of psychological, 

feminist and poststructuralist feminist texts for discursive resources that 

constitute spirituality. These readings informed my analysis of texts 

produced by 1 0 women. The analysis was focused on three questions: Do 

these texts reproduce the discourses identified in psychological, feminist or 

poststructuralist feminist accounts of spirituality? Are other discursive 

resources used, especially those which may be regarded as 'subjugated 

knowledges'? Do the subject positions constituted through the discourses 

realised in these texts, challenge the phallocentric positioning of women at 

this local site of accounting for 'spiritual experience'? The discursive 

strategies used in analysis were informed by Parker's (1-992) criteria for 

identifying discourses. The analysis focused on whether the women 

reproduced the discourses identified as they articulated their experiences of 

spirituality. Other discourses were identified. The discursive resources 

identified in the texts and their possibilities of transforming phallocentrism 

are discussed. 
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