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PREFACE 

One noticeable feature of theses completed in New Zealand 

in recent years has been the absence of studies dealing explicitly 

with aspects of the Great War. Some thesis writers have used the 

War years as convenient departure and initiation points for their 

particular topics of study. Others have spanned the War years 

using a wider chroh ological context with the result that a limited 

number of studies have been presented on the watershed years 1914 

to 1918 . 

Upon researching this topic, maps were constructed to plrit 

the location of patriotic organisations and kindred bodies active 

during the War in an attempt to achieve some sort of illustrative 

pers pective . The ensuing result virtually left no corner of 

New Zealand untouched. The situation is quite different today 

however . At present there exist fourteen provincial patriotic 

~ouncils which focus primarily on the Second World War. The only 

exception being the Otago Provincial Pat~iotic Council which has 

retained files covering the Great War, These files have recently 

pa5sed into the possession of the Hocken Library. 

Documents, files and other related papers pertaining to 

patriotic organisations are held by the Alexander Turnbull Library, 

Auckland Institute and Museum Library and the National Archives 

centre. Annual Reports and statements of Accounts figure 

prominently in the quantitative make up of documentary material. 

A certain bonus for researchers exists in the form of a near 

complete set of minutes of the meetings conducted by the executive 

committee of the Auckland Provincial Patriotic and War Relief 

Association, It is this particular organisation which I wish to 

concentrate on through~ut chapters two and four of this study, not 

because it served as a model, but because of the ease of access to 

material. 
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I NT ROOUCTI ON 

This thesis involves a study of the patriotic organisations 

w~ic~ e~erged in New Zealand in response to the Great War. Any 

s~~jy involving patriotism is confronted with an initial problem 

of definition . What is patriotism, or more to the point, what are 

pa~riotic organisations? By avoiding a display of pedantics the .. 
pro~ em can be solved if one bears in mind the topical nature of 

the stLdy ar.d focuses on a distinctive period in history. For the 

p~ rpo se of this thesis, a war time patriotic organisation can be 

defined as the collective formation of civilians into groups on a 

voluntary basis with Government approval in direct response to 

aspects of the war. These organisations have an operational 

function of catering for the welfare of members of the armed forces 

a nd their dependents, while sharing the common goal of working for 

the nationa l war effort towards a satisfactory cessation of 

hostilities . 

The study of patriotic organisations provides an interesting 

examination of an institutional phenomena which surfaces only 1n 

ti~es of human suffering such as a natural catastrophe, or in time s 

of war and threats of war, and when the moral and physical well being 

of one's own country is threatened. In the years prior to the Great 

War "~"Y organisaJions emerged in response to the latter. They 

emana:ed from a wide variety of areas and for an equally diverse 

number of reasons. They did not outwardly label themse lve s as 

patriotic, but they were imbued with an ideal of patriotism 1n the 

service of ew Zealand's best interests, For instance, there were 

tne various anti-liquor groups of the prohibition movement, the 

a nt i-gambli n g leagues, anti-militarist groups, anti-Chine se le~gue s , 

avy Leagues, ~ational Defence Leagues, Victoria Leag ues, Legio ns of 

Fro.,tiersr.en a:"ld others. How and why a mumber of these orgnnis"lti ,ms 

saw themselves as being patriotic does not concern us here. Th e fact 

of the matter remains that these organisations sincerely believe o >, 
their princ iples and they considered their objectives as catering f n r 

~he physical and moral well being of New Zealand. 

The type of patriotic organisations which do concern us are 
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' t~s e .which emerged i n response to internal and external problems of 

So~e of the s e organisations responded to the call to unite 

t~e ~ ~~i re ~er e closely and fur t her the bonds of imperial s ol i d ~ ri ty . 

Othe: organisa tions were defence oriented and emerged in respon s e to 

t~e distorted interp re ta tions perceived in the actions and intentions 

of Ger~any , R ~ ssia and to a lesser extent China and Japan, Chapter 

one provides a b r i ef survey of these organisations set against the 

;Jre - .... ar yea rs . 

When wa r came in August 191•, after a decade of preparation and 

specula tion tha t wa r migh t occur, it seized the belligerent participants 

i n a ~~nn e r unlike t hat experienced in September 1939. Amidst the 

cli~te of wa r fever a relatively new type of patriotic organisation 

e merged to admin i s ter war relief, Appearing in infant form during the 

A ~gl o -Boer Wa r, th e patriotic war relief associations during the Great 

War bu rgeoned , mat ured and became an integral part of the home front 

activities , Chapter t wo examines the war relief associations and in 

part i c ular t he ir origins, nature, activities, members and role within 

war time s ociety. 

War can be a creator of polarised extremes and this was evident 

~ ~e re th e pat r iotic organisations were concerned, On the one hand 

tne :e 

... ere 

existed the wa r rel i ef associations and on the other hand there 

organ isations whic h were anti-German by nature. Their activitie s 

often un complimentb ry, but their presence was a necessary tool of 

tota l warfare which di c t a t ed a need of civilians to despise the foe. 

Chapter three examine s t he anti-German leagues and also those other 

organisations which e merged for reasons other than providing war relief 

and comforts f or so ldiers and their dependents. 

The activit ie s of ·the organisations administering war' relief were 

undertaken with c onsidera bl~ sums of money involved. Throu~hout t he 

Great War and post- 191 8 period war funds were ~he subject of Government 

legislation and atte mp t s to secure an efficient management of funds. 

C apter fou r s urveys the legislation and the main iss ues involved in t he 

atter.pt to manage the funds more efficiently at the regional and 

nati or a levels . 



Chapter One 

DAYS Of BRIT ISH RED; 

PRE - WAR PATRIOTIC ORGANISATIONS 

1 • 

T e pa triotic organisations established in New Zealand during the 

~e3~S preceding the Great War, emerged at a time when patriotism came to 

~ea~ more in the popular mind than at any previous time, During the 

ea~ly years of the new century closer imperial ties, the sense of 

ce:8rging to a greater empire and the unfailing allegiance to Great 

Sr i:ain , contributed to the underlying ideology of these organisations, 

T~ei~ emergence in New Zealand coincided with a unique chapter in the 

~is:ory of th e British Empire which was characterised by the zest for 

~e~ois~, adv e n ture, physical assertiveness, the glorification of past 

history a nd devoted loyalty to the Empire, The character and temper of 

:~is period partly explains the existence of patriotic organisations, 

t~t ~o re concrete st imuli responsible for their germination may be 

In a ge neral sense such stimuli as the rise of European militarism, 

~~e fear of rapacious adversaries encroaching ·on British held territory, 

arc :he need for un ity and imperial strength in a military and moral 

serse, helped mov e individuals to form patriotic organisations. 

'~re explicitly, the imperial stimuli focused on the presence of 

a ~--ber of specific va riables, such as the military presence of Russia 

aro Ser~any (a~d more notably the latter's undeclared challenge to 

Er:tai~ in numerous fields including trade and commerce), the problem of 

i - pe r ial decadence and the loosening of the moral fibres of socie ty, and 

:~e problems of maintaining such a vast empire while attempting to unite 

ard auld such a responsibility into a more cohesive force. It was in 

res~o s e to these variables, aligned also with Britain's uncertain f uture 

c~ : e world stage , _ that patriotic organisations assumed the imperial 

task of educating New Zealanders about the problems involved and how they 

cc~ld be eliminated so that Britain would not go the way of Rome. Af te r 

all, Britain 's ills were the Empire's ills end consequently New Zealand' s 

also . 

Very few organisa tions which emerged in ~esponse to imperial 

s · i - ~ii were exclusively New Zealand products. Only the North Can terbury 
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~efe n ce League and a league set up in Oamaru in 1902 could boast of 

s~c~ a distinc~ ion , The ma j ority of pre-war patriotic organisa tions 

~e~e ~ ~e of f spri ng o f pare n tal bodies already in existence in Britain, 

:~ es e or~a~isat i cns inc luded the Victoria League, National Defence 

Lea~_e , the va rious you t h movements, League of Empire and the Navy 

At t r e beginning of the twentiet~ century imperialists perceived 

a di~ect and significa n t connection between educational reform and the 

s- r ~iva l o f the British Empire.
2 

Education was considered to be an 

i- : e;~al ~lenent in the functioning of imperial unity and the Navy 

~ea~J e 3 
was an unabashed advocate of this attitude. The schools were 

:~erefore to p r ovid e a platform for the dissemination of a considerable 

a - au ,t of t e League's propaganda and activities. 

The ~avy League had heavy leanings towards a maritime bia s , Th is 

re~i red apparent in the Leayue's activities and underlying philosoph y , 

' ••• t~at on the Br i t is h Navy mainly depends the integrity of the Empire 

• a-o the s urest guarantee of peace.' This ph~losophy was more aptly 

ex~ressed in the symbol i sm of the League's wall map. 

A glan c e at the Na vy League map would show that the 
EMpire was ••• a large hou s e containing many different 
sized r ooms . But t here was only one house, one 
pathway or passage connecti ng the different rooms 
ard that pathway or passage was the ocean. It was 
,eces sar y for all who lived in this house that the 
great highway be kept always open. The fleet was the 
c~stodian a nd keeper of this highway. 5 

T~e Le ag~e s ough t to instil this philosophy in the minds of s cho ol children 

i~ a- attempt t o fo s ter a sense of patriotism, awareness and loyal ty to 

~-e ~~pire . Give n t he tenor of the times, with Great Britain re coi l in~ 

~ -der t he critic ism heaped upon her during and after the Boer Wa r co upled 

2 

3 

5 

S : d i es re Br itish and New Zealand Navy Leagues are minimal wherea9 t~~ 

uerr.a . model has bee n the sub j ect of closer research, See e. g . 
:;e of ;. Eley , 'Re shapi ng The RightJ Radical Nationalism and t he Germ;!: 
•.a-Jy Leag e : 1896-1908', in Historical Journal, Vol.21, No.2, 197 !1 , 
-;p , 327 - 3:4 . 

' · · • S ree nl ee , 'I mperial Studies And the Unity of the Empire', 1n Th '" 
J~~ = -~ : c f I-Ferial and Commonwealth History, Vol.7, No.3, 1979, p. 321. 

T'".e ',aJy Leag e was inaugurated in Great Britain during 1895 in r e sponc:e 
: o ~~e e~pa~sio, of the Russian and · French fleets. On 21 Februa ry, 1096 
:-e firs ew Zealand Navy League was established in Auckland. 

5 Fe!Jruary , 1897, p. 5. 

eag e (Wellington Branch), Annual Report 1909, p.13, 
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~~:, :~e persistent n o~ion of aecaae~ce, such an ac~ of indoc~rination 

~fear al~ the yout~ of ~oday would 

:;::-c;_, ::; .:\D.Jts ~e ·;e ~ -:ha~ tr.ey viO-ld a:;.sappear 1-1i~n each succeeding 

~e··era-:~c~ cf ac~lts ..,. 

-~~:. :-c :i 3 e-:-,?lc::yec ~y the ~ avy League within ~ne cor-: fi nes of 

:~e sc~ools ~e::-e ~=dc-:ical by na-:~re in at~emptin; to create an awareness 

:~.=:. .. ' .. .. rcva .l. ~n~~E ;:.a :-eo n ess j;":oy :;e lookeC: L! ;J:Jn ':Jy all "Lrue 3rit:ons as 

Y.embars of the League visited the s c ~ools 

expcu~~~~; the glor~es of Britai;; ' s past history and in their wake they 

es: sb li~hed s numbe r cf s chool branches . In addition , magic lan~ern 

e ~:er:.Jln~en~s a~d lec tu res were orsa;;ised . naval lite r ature was 

c~r=~~atec, p::-~zes were awarded for competitive es says on naval histo r y 

top~cs and t r i?S were undertaken to exami ne visiting naval ships . 

A!t~oL;~ a great deal of tne Leag - e ' s ac~ivi:~es were corfi,ec t~ 

The cress gave ~era 

-=~~ ~ acac_ace co v ers;~ to tne Lea~_e's ideas, 
? 

activities a:~d c;er~eral 

I anc ~~j!ic :ec~u res we r e con~ucted ~ i~h :he bra~ado of a 

Hundreds of s c hoo lc hildren were 

i~ a:~e~cance a~~ :antern slides were employed to illus~ rate ~~e lec~ Lre . 

T-e s :ices i•c:~cec ~ll~s~ra-:ions cf Lo rd ~elson , H . ~ . S . V ic~cry, 

'-i . >: . s. Jreac•.o....;g;-,t, :<aise r ':lil he lm II, tr·,e Lusitania, Si r John F~sher 

~ccomoanyi~~ :h ~s ~he ' s who of ~he naval world was a oa~c 

t r ~n?eti~s the ire vi~a~ :e patri~tic ai r s , including the 'De a~~ of \elson' 

T~e balcc:~y was a~orned wi~n oun~ins depicti~g 

\e!so~' s fa mo ~s signal 3nd at the conclus io n of the lecture there ~as _ 

A slide of King Edward VII dressed as :he 

A~mira _ of the Flee~ was ?resented and three c heers were given fo~ fla l 

a~~ Empire whic~ was follo wej by ~he National Anthem . 
8 

~ecp:e a~~endeo ~hila hundre~s were tu r ned away . 

An estima ted 20~= 

~e~~ers of ~he p~~ lic who were unable to par~icipate at i r ~ccr 

ec-:iv i~ies of the League d~e to attendance rest ric tions, were ade~_ate~ : 

? 
I 

'.-vy Lee.; ue ( 1t/el lington 3ranch) , Annual Report , 1907 , p.S . 

t, December , 1911, p . 9 ; 
_'._e_·_,.---'2"-e_a ___ a_r_d_.;..r_' e_r_a_l.-::..d ( 1 Z H ) , 3 M a ::- c r. , 

-i . - . .... . :<ro...: , 

rv1a taura E nsiqn , 
1905, p . 5 . 

Dunedin, 1 908 ' 

5 O c~oce r . 

p . =- ::: . 
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c~:2 ~~~ : _ d~ =~ ~= o~tcc~r ac~ivities ~hen the Navy League celebrated 

:: ... :.~:. .= --. ,,·:..:: :: ~~::=:-- ~:.::--= ~·:rae Ls e 2f \-!ell pla r. r.ed co - ordi1-:3 t ed 

::. .:-: · .. :..::.23. -s . a 1 1 ~ra-c~es of the League ~ere ab le to mount ~he 

A t ypical Trafalgar Day 

Chri s~ c huren sa w shields framed in wreaths placed 

:2·--= :-e - e~=r~a - 2f Q~een Vic to ria bearing inscriptions to the memory 

~rs rc ~ an~ Spanish ~ho fell i n 1805 ; in Ashbur-con , one 

speec~ on t ~ e Sri~ish E ~pi re ~=aced thro ~g ~ three 

:e-:_r~e3 s - : rs:t~~:in ; ~~e e ven ~ s leading up to Britain ' s supremacy at 

:::. - :::_ re C:i-. . s;:aec '-,es ,,_·are rendered on , ' '.-ih y I Am A Member of the 

' T~9 ~e ec fer ~ atioral Patriotism', ar.d 'Some Cri tics of 

':!ell ins ~on , a Trafalgar sup per was held with 

;~· :: c:~ = scaec-es ard a ~ u sical programme to fo:low a nd in In vercargill, 

~ ce -c -s:ra~ icn was held in Queen's Park with a march past , exhibitions 

c: = ~ . ·s ::.ca_ er1~~. se~a=~~re signalling and a mimic bat-cle between the 

s --~-' ere P-~:ic sc~ocl cadet s . 9 

-c~e J e r. ~c ~ a:l of the public we re overtly receptive to SLch 

Tha League was at times th e 

s_:·a :: c= e ri~ ic i s~ fr~m individual s who correspo nded to newspa~ers, 

At an acd res s de! ive re~ 

:e::rE ~-~ A_ :~: a~ c ~ ren cn of ~he I ~te rnational Arbitration and Peace 

;5 3 ~=~~~~=- c - 25 S ep~emjer, 1905 , Aldis conde 8ned tne ~a v y League's 

Angle -

:- e ~/i3 :~- ~ relat iorship shoul d not be impaired. Aldis envisa:a-

cele~ra:~=~ r o~ as e r at ional affair, but the vent of, ' parti sa r 
,10 

~0 

the Navy League were at times accused of 
1 1 

"t of j ingoism which must have conj J rej 

-:: - _. ·.:::.·: Zeala -d ers. at:i tudes re~inis ce n t of the Boer War . Sue:- a 

:: ~ ~- ~as ce r : ~n c9~· ~ y a Lea ~Je spokesman who de s cribeo the League' s ~ o=~ 

. -: . 

12 
--~cessi:.y .' 

\/ o..i- . 1 5 , 

Despite minor criticisms the Nav~ 

1 911 ' p.22. 

'-' :-. ::-::-. ~ :::::. s , - ,- e :.f.':ssors c..- Trafel c; a r, Auckland, 1905 , p . 2 . 

·.~;_. :_ e:;~_e f :Jel"ing :.on Bra nch) , Anr,ual Repor~ , 1 908 , p . 3 . 
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wi:h the persistent notion of decadence , such an act of indoctrination 

was considered fu-ly jLstified . Afte r all the youth of today would 

i n~ erit ~he Empire and if ~he probl~ms of Empire were tackled at the 

g::-a ::; s ~ots le vel ~hen they v!Ould disappear l'llith each succeeding 

ge : era~ion of acults . 
A 

The reethods Effiployed by the Navy League within the confines of 

:he schools were prac~ical by nature i n attempting t o create an awareness 

:hat, ' ... raval un?re?aredness may be looked ~pan by all ~rue 3ri~ons as 
. ' - . . 1 I D ~c~~~ng snor~ or cr~~~na . Members of the League visited the schools 

expounding the glories of Britain ' s past history and in their wake they 

es~ablished a number of school branches. In addition, magic lantern 

e ntertain~ents and lectures were organised, naval literature was 

circ~lated, prizes were awarded for competitive essays on naval history 

topics and t ri ps were undertaken to exam i ne visiting naval ships. 

A:thoush a great deal of the Leag~e ' s activities were cor.fi:ed t o 

t~e schools :~e gene=al public were not neglected . The oress gave mora 

:ha, adeq~a~e co v erag~ to the Leag Le's ideas, activities and general 
7 

presence, ' anc p~~lic .:..ectures were conducted v:i th th e bravado of a 

patriotic ext=avasa n za . Take for instance, a lec~ure conducted by the 

LeagLe in Dunedin on 7 Decembe~ 1908 . Hundreds of schoolchildren were 

in a:~endance snd lantern slides were employed to illustrate the lecture. 

T~e s lides inclL~ec illustrations of Lord Nelson , H, M. S . Victory , 

H, M,S . Dreacnought, ~aiser ~ilhelm II, the Lusitania, Sir John Fisher 

and ot~ers . Accompanyi n~ ~his ~ho ' s who of the naval world was a band 

trunpeting the inevi~able patriotic airs , including the 'Dea~h of Nelson' 

d~ring ~he interval . T e balcony was adorned wi~h bunting depicting 

~e -so n 's famo s signal 3nd at the conclusion of the lecture there was a 

fur~rer patriotic dis~lay . A slide of King Edward VII dressed as ~he 

Admiral of the Fleet was presented and three chee rs were given for fla g 

a nd Empire which was tollowed by the National Anthem . An estimated 20 LC 

people attended while hundreds were turned away.
8 

Members of the public who were unable to partici~ate at irdoc= 

ac~ivities of the League d~e to attendance res t ric tions, were adeqJate~ y 

6 
'.evy Leasue (!,-/ellington Branch), Annual Report, 1907, p . B. 

s~ e e,g . DoTinicn, t. December, 1911, p . 9; 
~S:l : ',e,. Zea:!..ard Hera · d (JZH) , 3 March, 

Mataura Ens.:.on, 
1905, p . S. 

5 Oc~ocer, 

~ . - . C . Kro~, -ra ~~vv a-~ Fcreign Warships , Dunedin, 1908, p . ::. 



4 . 

cc~ e ~ed for du ~ ing o~tdoor a c tivities when t he Navy Le ague celebra te d 

- ~ese ann ~al celebrat ions enabled th e Le ague to comma nd 

:=- ~-icn ~ide a:~e~tior by ~he use of wel l planned co-ordinate d 

a..:--::. v :. ::_es. ~Ls , all branches of the Lea gue were able to mount ~he 

A typical Trafalgar Day 

ce:2=rat i c~ i~ 1?1. i n Christchurch saw shi e lds framed in wreath s pla ced 

:e-:re ~~= re~orial cf Queen Vic to ria bearing inscriptions to . the memory 

=f ~~= ~ = i~is~ . ~re n ch and Spanish who fell i n 180 5; in Ashbur t on, one 

~==:essor - · ~- ;ave a speech on t he British Empire t raced thro ug h three 

c=-~-=~es a·d ra:c~nting t he e vents leading up to Britain 's supremacy at 

~ " lJL nedi n , speeches were re ndered on, ' '.vhy I Am A Member of the 

'.::: . .: :...ea;JLB ' . ' T'le ~.eed for Na tioral Patriotism', and 'Some Critics of 

in Wellin gt on, a Trafalgar supper was held with 

~~ - = i~~i= speec~es and a mu sical programme to fa - low a nd in In v ercargill, 

a ce ~c "s tration was held in Queen's Park with a march past, exhibitions 

c7 =~;sical d r1~~. se~aph~re signalling and a mimic battle between the 

ri:~ scLocl and p~blic school c adets . 9 

~o~eve r. no ~ all of the public were overtly receptive t o SLc h 

T he Lea gu e wa s at times the 

SL:: ec~ o7 c ri ticism from i ndividual s wh o corre sponded to newspapers , 

a-.: ,-rc-;- ;:> a ~:> · _::tee r s suc h as one ~1orc:on Aldis . At an aod res s de livered 

:e:crs t~e A =~land branc h of the I nternational Arbitrat i on and Peace 

~ss::> = iat1~~ o~ 23 Septembe r, 1905 , Aldis conde mne d the Na vy League's 

= -~~~ec ce:eb ra~ic~ of ~ n e cente~ary of the Battle of Trafalgar . Angle -

~r e- =h = o:c~ie - cif~ere~ces had bee n settled in 1904 and Aldis believed 

:~ c ~ ~-e sxistins rel ationshi p should not be impaired . Aldis envisage.:: 

~-:.s ce ebration not as a national affair, but the vent of, 'part isan 
10 

==~ca;a~~a .' Si- ilarly , the Na vy League were at times accused a f 
1 1 

a ~: e~~~i - g ~o fo ste r a spj 't of j ingoism which must have co nju red wp 

J ~ = io~s of an a ggressive spirit, a preoccupation wi th fi ghtin g and in 

- a- 'i : !e:-: Zeala ders. attitudes reminis cent of th e Boer lt/a r. Sue ' a 

c:ei,.. "'as derc:.mc<::cf by a Lea gue spokesman who de s cribed the League' s :I::Jrk 
. 12 

as ::>ei~g a , ' arirr :oecess ~ty .' Despite minor criticisms the Na vy Le 3J -e 

• r' 
I . . 
l 

. 2 

·. :::. ·.": -~e-;_:= J c ~ r-a}. , ' ol , 15, .. o. 1 , 911 , p.22 . 

"-'~ r':.o-. ~ :~is, T e LE:ssors of' Trafalgar, Auckland, 1905 , p . 2 . 

·.= ··/ Leag..Je (:/e ll ington Branch) , Annual Repor-..:, 1908, p.3 . 
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.v:=s accept.ed 
1 <! 

i~ ·Jolved . 

favo~ra~ly within 
I 3 

t e Dominion be c ause of the objective s 

The Navy League's recognition that the e d u c at i onal mi lieu 

p=ovidec : e solution to the Emp~re ' s problems a nd future was al so 

reco~n~ s ed ~y tw o other pat r iotic organisations - the League of E ~pire 

__ ,.., -t...~ ''~c•orl·a L=--c '0 i 5 
c 1 _ ... 1 ~ v _ 1,. _ c _. ~ ....... A basic tenet of their ideology was that the 

solidified even fu r ther and tnat English s peaking 
1 6 

tO think r~perially . I ~nderlying thei r 

p=ojects ~as t~e _basic ass ~m~tion that the un i ty of the Empire depended 

i- the fi nal a nalysis ~o~ on cons:itutiona l arrangements but on a de eply 

rco:ed rLtua: syrrpathy and sense of kinship amongst its peop les .
17 

The idea to form a V~cto=~a League in New Zea l and was fi r st moo:ed 

i~ A~ckland during Nov ember 1 1909 and was formally establ i shed ir 

..!e:<wary, 19~0 . Apart from the important work of e d uca:ion , the Leag u e 

~=ovidad services Lnique to the Ne w Zea : and situation such as providi ng 

bc~~s for peo~le in the backblock s and providing information for 

i~tancing sett~ers . However, throwgho ut the Victor i a League ' s existe n c e , 

edLca:ion ~as to form the basis of their philosophy . For instance , it 

was aca~a~tl y oel~e~ed by ~he Leag ue that , 

•.. Ed Lcaticn of the y o ung in im~erial matters with 
t.._a 0ie~ to st~mulating in them an imp er~al 

se-:~-er: was an important brancn of :heir wo=k •.•• 
orly by t~e education of the young in imperialism 
cc~:d :;e League obtain a stron~ held . 18 

.l.:tnough ~he Education Act of 1877 effectively kept religio~s 

of tr.e New Zealand primary school c u r riculum, there was, 
1 9 

s bsti~ute of a kind . The youth of the Dominion were 

t-e recipients of this substitute in the fo r m of imperial teachings and 

we=e encouragea to be competitive because competition was viewed as a 

. :. 

see tns e~itorial on t e avy Le ague, NZH, 23 Dec emb er , 1903, p . 4 . 
cf . , suppler.ent , p . 1 . · 

see Ap;:>end:..x A. 

3o~h \-.'e re fo~rced in England in 1901 in an attempt to s1:ave cff <:r.e 
c~e-:e-ge ~c ~-peria_ism raisea during the Boer dar . 

re ~eag~e o- [Gpire ideology see The Press , 24 May, 1904, p , 7 . 

Sree-.lee , p . 322 . 

E . P. t·~alcr") e, 

! ::eolo:jy', in 
::. ~ 2 . 

'T~e ·.evJ Zealard School Journal And ir.e Imp e::-:..o..l 
. e 1·. 7 ~a l a r o J o ~ r · c; l of H; s t: e; :- y, Vo j_ • 7 , r · o . 1 , -;:; .i J , 
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For i nsca ce, the Ceci l Rhodes Patriotic Competition wa s 

==~ ~= -= ~ c assis~ i~ =e e l opins a sens e of patriotism in New Zealand's 

~ ~ ic i n~ of compe~i ~ ive ess a ys on i mperial topics. The 

:= = - ~ -c= 1?C9 ~as ' 0 at rio t i sm : A~o What It Has Done For The British 
21 

Pc:st . ' T e to~ t h of the Domin i on who perhaps best 

22 
r.'Ovements . 

T- e Sc o _t ~cve~ent wa s i n tr odu ced into New Zeala nd by 

_ ie_:a~a, : C clc~el rav i d Cos s gro ve i n 1908 as a gest ure of imperial 

s: : : : a~i : ; c o ~ p : ea with th e des ire to in troduce t he Dominio n 's youth 

: c 2~ c~ :~oo r ec~c~:ior . Like t heir counterparts in Great Britain
23 

:-e s:o_ts ~e r e ir:e~sa l y pat r i otic i n their attempt to develop good 

:i: _ ze~s -i p in or de r t o pre pare the next generation of adults. The 

== ~ -== fa r s_c~ a ~ove me n ~ wa s par : ly d ue to t he Boer War . This war 
... . 
~~e i mper i al structure which had helped 

- ~ -== i, :- a Tor! ~o :ion of de cade nce i n Britain. Co upled wi t h t hi s 

=~ : - e po :~ s~ysical ca l i bre of recruits which were seen as living 

: es : i - = - ~ =~ :~ e det r ime nta l i nroads urban li v ing was making on t he 
. . -

c -= --:.: j .:t ...!.. :. i e . T ~es e f ac t ors an o t he humiliating military exhibitic ~ 

=: ~ ~i:ai - ~=i ; ~e d he avil y on t he i mperial conscience during the post -

T~e scc~:s th~s be ca me a dvoc a tes of imperial unity, exponents 

o - ~r ysica l f i ~ress a nd che pro ud be a rers of a quasi-militarist ex~erior. 

s_~se:Len :: y , :his e x t er i or was a crea t or of alarm in some circles. 

J~posi: io~ to : his mili t a ris t image ra nged from mild expressions of 

,-lis:::;;i=r-o··;a _ to ve . o ous a tta c ks of condemnation. 

2iJ 

22 

- ") L _ 

c -"., Pcge r Cpensha~ , 'Patr i o ~ism I n 7 he Primary School Curric ul um : 
· ;:c-; 53C ,' i "'el-::a , ,' c .24, J un e 1979, pp.42-50. 

e"'e-ce , l..'c .2; 1::> ,24, ·Ma rch 1909, p . 12 . 

rc = - ::te :: i.Bl r e ;,; e\·1 Zealan d Sc outing see Mi chae l E. Hoare, ' Our 
: c - r:ces 3e~o- d The Seas : Col onial Youth Movements : 188 0- 192 0 ', 
- - -e _r- - c_, __ ~i~rar y ?.eco::a , Vo l . 12, o.2, 1979, pp. 73 - 95 . 

=- ::r ;-e:e :- ia:. ::e Erit'sh y out h movement s s ee J .D. Sp r ir:']'-lal.:. , ' Lore 
'·'::;:;:~ . Y:;_-:;,_ a-,c: E:7!pi r- e ', i n Jou r nal of Conte mporarv His .--;r , Vel . 5 , 
'.c _ ~ , · ;p:J , o p . 9 7 - 1 1 1 ; Sp r i~.c; al l, ' The Boy Sc ou~s , :::ass a . :: 
·· · i.:..i:~r.:.::~ : -, =le~a -: icn to Br it'sh You~ h Moveme nts : 1908 - S2C! ', ~:; 

: - - ~:: ~;:; -: i :J- e : Fe •; i e" of S :J cia : H is-:: or y , Vo 1 • 1 6 , 1 9 71 , p p . 1 2 ::: - i 59 ; 
""-:: -.:: __ . : _ o<e: - ::o- , 'C:nglish Yow~h r'lo vements : 1908 - 1930 ', ~. 

_ : .. :-.::::. 'J-; :=:::--:o::-::;:na ry Histor y, Vol . 4, No . 2, 1969 , pp. J - 23 . 



A 3oy Scout is an incipie~t assassin , a budding 
~ingo, a ~erminating bu~cher of men - a boy being 
~=a~sformed in~o a blood lusting fool and tool to 
se r ve in t~e g rea~ class struggle as an iron fist

24 
fo r ~ne employer c ass a gainst the working class , 

7. 

T'le fla :-- -.:ing of a quasi-militarist image gave rise ·to the 

or=~=~a ~~~ n of ~caas t'l2t the scouts were being prepared as the Empire 's 

A belief which was hard to deny when 

== ss; r~v e ~cld h~s gir l peace scouts that, 

The sLrest way to prevent war is to be well prepared 
for it . So ensourase you r brothers and boyfriends 
~o le 2rn drill , shooting a nd s couting and when they 
are ol a enoush , ~o j oin some company where they can 
prepare ~hemselves ~o stand up for the Empire against 
a_l he r enemies . 25 

~~~ :e Cossg r ove ~efended the quasi - militarist nature of the scouts 

~~=i= ~r.pe = ial teachi~gs imbued them with a view that they belonged 

' . •. ~c t'le srandest Empire i n the world - an Empire on which the sun 
L6 

:--e:a r sets ' This was an all impor~ant view if decline was to be 

arras~== a:--o the E~pire achieve a more effective state of preparedness. 

~J ri rg ~~= years cetween t he end of t he Boer War and the outbreak 

~:.. r 5 t t.' a:!:' l :i \of a r 
1 

~ ew Zea-and became a very defe nce conscio ~ s 
-:: ~ 

s.:=:.c:y . Central to ~nis mi itarist conscience was the theme of 

~=~pa re~,ess ma de manifes~ by the need to prepare ~he Empire for a 

.:_:_:-e ·~va =. At various time s Russia, China and Japa n were e nvisaged as 

~=ssi8!e fses bearins swords , bu t none of these possible antagonis~s 

=c- - d -a:ch t~e corsis~ent fear which Germany generated in the popular 

lrder Wi! helm r - , Germa ny steered a course of compe~itive 

o~~=sition ~o Grea~ Britain on t he world sta ge. New Zeala nd soug ht a 

grea~er a _:e gionce ~o ~h e i mperial centre during ~hese years and was 

q~~~k -co exp=ess disapprova l at foreign adversaries who challenged the 

s~~=e-acy of Britain. 

~ prime example of +his was the response to reports of anglophobic 

rre:or~c a d caricatures appea ring in what one newspaper described as he 

24 

2:5 

J -~-~~ed source by S . G. Cullifcrd, New Zealand Scoutinq - The First 
~ · : .. · Ye.:;rs: 1902 - 19=8 , vJellington , 1958, p.1 6 , 

~~Jic Cossg=ave, Peace Scoutino For Girls, Christchurch , 1910, p. 1 5t . 

:::--::- _:::;-,scr . ' Ti-)e hor..e Front : Aspects of Civilian Patriot isr:·, ~ .... 
. :::: •. Zea:a"'ld Du.r~rg the Fi:-st it/o:-ld '1/ar', M. A. Tnesis, ~1assey, 1975, (''t -
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Die W acht Am Rhein. 
~u! "'' ~t .. n'l '"•"' '" l.u.' an~ thin~ from ~n•1 :11 11!1: ·'''" "''rt- c:tllin .... u .. na. .. tJ naiDe* ou•r the ft."nce ju &. uow; t.e

... j,Jn~ it' uul a ";th·h. it""' an alurtn ,.,, ... &,. "''\\:!Ill \\lu-n ~uu'r_. :.huul. 

u l""'hl ba: l"""·u io~ul..rurat.-.d lo ();uaaru. II i 1•-in:: ":•ruth UJttllurtt"tl, and utht'r JJGrt ... uf tlw .-ulun' "ill I c. .. lktJ 
on ,,, jutu •t it . ) · 

1902, p . :n .) 



28 
!JI":OSS . 1 Meetings 1ere held throughout the colony 

9 . 

2 _ =esolu~ions were passed condemning the Germans and calling for a 

=~.c~t~ of German 
- . 

~ ~ :~=e was - u=~=c 

29 
goods . Ir. Oa~aru, a League of an anti - German 

30 
i n which citize ns signed the boycott pledge. 

h-~: er o:her =ocies ~ere forme~ is not known, but it ~id indicate the 

s- = ~~=: ~ ich t he Colony was willing to . lend Great Britain. 

The ~ilitarist saturation of the pre - war mind was aggravated 

f_::~er by t~e oistorted fear of German invasion which produc ~~ th e 

i-e v i:a~le flo~ of invasion stories
31 

in the Dominion and throughout 

Far ins:ance, at Palmerston No rth the high school was 

===ke~ by a lo ud ex~losion followed by a terrible smell . Many 

e x ~!~~atio~s based o, speculation were expounded by pupils and teachers 

cl:<e . Tre ~ost pop~lar being that the German invasion had begun . 

~==- investisetion it was found that a chemistry class had been 

• • • • L.. d . ' d ' . hl ... 32 
ex~er~-e-:~r.~ Wlt •: re pnospnorous an potass1um c ora~e . 

Ger~a-s shoula wa~t to invade the Do~inion, let alone Palmerston North 

.... ~--. 
'I _ .._ of reason and reality . Hov1ever, 

:~-e cf sersitivity and tension, suspicion and excite~ent b~sed on 

2/S;~era:ed fear cou : d override prac ticalities and common sense . 

" _:r:,er~ora, a development in the invasion scare was the alleged 

in a 

. . f - . . 33 
s~;r:1-;s o ~erman a~rsh1ps whose occupants it was believed, '~ere 

.:;_ s_,· sp:1ir:g cu'!: :he land with hostile in~t . •
34 

Also at Palmerston 

'.:r:" -:i;Jr School, 't;,e airship scare evidently took fire amon g the 

.:;.:;ar~ers, for a few were ~ ; the habit of looki ng out for mysterious 

ae=ia _ vessels every night before going to bed. •
35 

T•e i n asicn scares and the vexed problem of imperial defa~ce 

p:roviced the sti~uli for the emergence of defence oriented pat=iotic 

25 

3 

-e Press, 16 .January,, 1902, p . 4 . 

cf,, Jc'tr sor, pp . ~ 0- 12 . 

see T--e Pre5s 1 17 January , 1902, p.S . 

see .F. Cle::-.<:e, Voices -Prophesying \va r: 1763 - ~894, London, ~ 95·~ 

.:;-:: 5a,~e~ 1-iy;-'es, T~e Edwardian Turn of Mind, Princeton, i969 . 

see ?.:::.-e:-sto-::.3r,, Vol.2 , No.4, 19 12 , p . 11 . 

se~ = .. ~ .. 'JZH, 6 ~. gust 1 1909 , p . 6; 10 August, p .. S; 11 Aug .... st , p. •c; 
a--c --:-""'e P=ess, Aug~st, 1909, p .. 7 ~ 

1909, p . 4. 

:::.:.-::::-s-CJ~~=.-, Vol . 1, ~~o . S, 1909, ;:; . 30 . );{AS EY UNIVERSITY 
LIBRA 
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One s · ch o=~anisaticn ~as the Legion of Frontiersmen
36 

~~ i= ~ h~3 forrred shortly after the cessation of the Boer War . Imbwed 

~ ic l a pacriotic spirit the egion strove to prepare for war in a time 

of ::sa ce. Similarly , one A. Joyce of Lyttelton was motivated into 

-~r - ~~~ a patriotic body . 

I ;-o A!..::_fust , i909, .A. Pa per ~c ·.::Jcatir. g The Formation of A ~Jor t r. 

: e- : e=~L = ~ [efe,ce Leao Le was puolished in which Joyce o~tlined plans 

ic= :~e defe nce of Lyttelton a n d t-e equipping of a local field force 

: 2 :epel the German invader , shou l~ he come . Jo yce was adamant ir. his 

~e !ie& :hat New Zeala;-od ' s firs t d u~y to th e Empire was the protection 

of ~~=ts ana coaling stations and :~at Ly ttelton was the most important 

;:)T :nesa ports . The total co s t p=oposed by Jo yce for the project was 

,--J 2-o 37 
-~.: ' : . J oyce was going to rai se the money by forming a North 

~ a~ :er~ury defa~ce district which would contribute, ' ... £11,500 a year 
33 

fa= about thirty years . ' 

A. letter :o tne edicor of the L ~ tteltsn Ti~e s on 7 August cig reed 

~::- J oyc e ' s scneme , out felt tha: the whole cowntry sho~ld help ~n 

Trigge=, a ccl~m~ist writing f or 

:-e - ~- :er ~_rv 7 i~es stated that Joyce's scheme, ' •.. will have a: lea ~t 

>-, . -.... .._ ... , ' • •. s~ch a proposal tc deferd Nort~ Canterb Lr y 
. l 3 9 taKen se~lous.y .' I nstead , if the inva~ e : 

=~-=. ~ri;ger aov ocatea i ~Med iate submission , This attituae i~c~rred 

~he~her Joyce's No r th Can~erbury 

:~~e-ce Le~g~e m~~eri a lised is no~ known for certain, but one fee~ s t~ a ~ 

~ . .._ - 41 
i: ~rocably did ~at come to rrul~lon. 

3' 

39 

The Le~ian exists to tre present day and it has its neadquar : e rs 
!oca ted i n Pal~ers~on orth . 

.; , Jo _t ce, ; Pa 2e= Advocati'lo Tr e Formation of A. J rth Can~ert·,. =v 
!Je&e-ce Leao-E , Lyttelto01, 1909, p,6 , 

is i d . ; p . 7. 

~.t:e.:. - or. :.:.-es, .7 A g.Jst , 1:109, p.10. 

see L ,,r:~=~ - or - irres t 21 A g.Jst, 1909, p . 2~ 

A ~=a:::s :~rc ':::J"' - ,, "-' F::::'"" or i\u us t ad Saptem~e r 't;Oc, f ·Jile::l 
~a rir_ any mentio n of Jojce's ~ orth Canterbury Defence Lea ~L C. _ 
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. ~s pre - AEr ~ind was =unsis:ent ly being conditioned by 

~.:.::.:a~is: ac~i ~ i:ies . Tnese were ~ade manifest in the a ctions an d 

:-~ - ;~:s of i~di~ij~als such as Joyce and by newspaper articles , 
42 

~ = -:::~:e:s, ~~ ve~~~e~: !egisla~ion, visiting naval squadro ns and t he 

· ' ' · · · 1· 'f 43 Th' . '1 - ~.5 :o ;::_ace scr.oo - ooys 1n m1 1ta ry un1 arms lS 1n turn he ped 

' 1 . t 1 1 f 1 . . b . f t 44 
===~-ce :- e a _- cs cease ess supp y o specu a~1ons a ou~ u ure war 

. 4 5 
~ -~ - ae :::: li:e pr.e~o~ena was percei ved by scept1cs to be the pla ne ~ Mars. 

~-~:5: : - e -i!i~arist rrood of the pe riod there was to emerge the National 

7-:: ~as for~ed in Hami lton on 3 Jul y , 1906 under t he name 

~~ ~::alar~ E~pire a,c National Service League. In August , this body 

7:.::3 :c ~~=~la~o w~e:euocn i~ became the DL . The League was introd uced 

:::: :ea:e~s of' :r.e ',p,,· Z:=clard Hera_d as a, ' ••• pa t riotic movement wit h a 

~~e :r.~ire cf ~Mplanting in tr.e b~easts of yout hs, love of 

co_- ::; a-d a ~~owledge cf the meaning of obedience, discipline and 
~.., 

;:::: :i:::"':is;; , - · !r; t.~e a~t.empt to have universal defensive trainin g 

.:::::-:::ec :'te ~.J!... 'lcpec t.o ;nake ri f 2.e shooting a favourite pastime in the 

- ~ ..... ...... -· .. To gair acc ep~ance ~he ~D ~ made ap peals to one and a ll, to 

:::: -se::.:::t i•.·es , Lioe:rals . Ra dical s , Democrats ,· Socialists, Employers , 

~~~~ : -; ~=- , ~!e:; ;rre , ~ he Peace Society and haters of jingoism. 

42 

43 

. .:: 

J
~ = 

;=~ Ja~ a Racica ? Then join the Lea gu e which desires 
a refo:~ :r~!y raoica2. , di st ributing the burde~s of 
ratic,a_ defence eq ua lly amo ng all classes instead of

48 
allo~~ng t~em to weigh crushi ngly on the proletariat . 

• ~e 2c~~ptance of L~e ~DL was a i~ed by the threat of Germa ny whic~ 

.seeS . ? . ';" ay~or, ' ~! e~1 Zealan d and the Anglo - Ja pa nese Alliance and 
~:--e • ;:;~ Visit of t'l e American Fleet,' in Australian Jo urnal of 
0 \:~i:'!.csa-dni.sto:-v , Vol .1 5, No.1, 1969, pp.SS-77. 

see Roger Op e nshaw , 'The Patriot Band ; The School Cadets From Their 
E ,JC -~ t.ior~ :.a t~e Great VJar , ' M.A. Thesis, Massey , 1973 . 

see e.g . T~e Press, 31 December, 1910, p . B; 31 December, 1912, p . 6 ; 
'ZH, 3 Decerb~::- , 1906

1 
p.4; 26 December, 1907, p.t:; 31 Decembe r, 1908 , 

o .A; 2l .uecc. :,e :::-, 1910 , p . 6 ; 24 December, 1912, p . 6; and 31 December, 
i912 , ;J . 6 . 

see "Z , 5 ~ug•s:., 1909 , p . S and Ly~telton Times, -r August, 1909 , o . i! . 

Se=o-dary ~=~e::-ia _ re the . ati o nal Defence League is minimal . se e e . g . 
::. ·.o . :=-rase :. ••:e ,, Zealana t·:ilit.ary Policy From the Boer •Ja r ~o t';e 
:rea:. '1/a r,' ·l . 4 . T esis , A ckl and, 1958 an d J . D. Mi lburn , ' New Zea l nd' s 
;irs~ ~~peri~e-t ~it. Comp~lsory Military Training' , M. A. Thesis, 
Jict.cria, 19:. 4 . 

·.z:-:. 1 8 :.. ... c.;-s: , i9D6 , p . 7 . 

\e,. ~<::a:...:::~~ ~-:lire a-.d ';ational Service League, 0Gj::!c sand 
19J5 , ;:: . 4 . 
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ca ne to i mpin ge on the Dom i n io n ' s conscience more consistently ;han in 

ea :<!. i ar years. As a resul t ~ew Zealanders were consistently being told 

~o wak e up and prep a re . The NDL saw the need to wake up i n terms of 

~ra i ~ i n g r are sold iers while the He r a ld saw the need in terms of naval 

ar~a me ~t a nd a i d t o 3ri~ain in response to German naval expansion. 

2 y f i n a ~ = ia ll y sustain ing t he League; by establishing a centra l 

' ' ... co - ere 1. na Le na tional activities ; by enrollin g the support o f 

s ~~ p a t h etic re n a nd women ; by organising a lecture programme; by hous e 

to ~ ouse ca ~ va ss in g supply ing literature and arousing patriotism in the 

y ~ u ng, a nd by obtainir g a refere ndum on universal defensive training t he 

nl . ' ' ' bl . . . d . b . . 4 9 
, u sougn~ ~c eo~=a~e ' u l.C opl.nl.on an secur8 1.ts o JeCtl.ves . 

One of the Leag ue's prime tools in the education process was its 

of:icia_ orga n - Defence . With such sensational articles as, 'Get A Gu n -

In A Hurry' - ' Our a~ional Danger' - 'The World is Arming' - 'Is 

~ ~~asia~ Possi~le?' and 'If War Occurs- What?', the NDL attempted to 

instil its propaganda i n ~he pre - wa r mind. The rhetoric us ed was 

repetitive in content, illustrative of two well defined threats in the 

Asia~ics and Germany and extremely alarmist by nature. 

~e must train, arm, equip , prepare - now •.• ~o be 
drilled and armed, to have our forts gunned and 
manned, is our only hope if in the fortunes of SO 
war a German army corps appears on our coasts .•. 

R~ssia was also s~bjec~ to attack by the NDL even though Anglo - Russian 

relations were more cordial by 1907 . I n a fictional column called, 

'From My Gossip Betsy ; Being Her Confide nces Per Post,' Betsy recalls 

an account of how her boyfriend Tom and herself ca me across some Russia n 

~pies i the park exchanging plans of fort positions in New Zeala nd a nd 

o f how Tom and Betsy killed one of the spies in a struggle. 

bro~her, Harry, was envious when he heard of the news . 

A9 

5 

5 

••• Harry sulked himself to bed for sheer jealousy 
of T om a nd afterwa~ds went prowling abo u t with ru bber 
he e l s every nigh ~. But, s o did every body e ls e t hwt 
hea rd of it a nd the Russ i an s never came there ny 
more . So you see, killing Russians must be some how 
different to killing ordinary people, for Tom at a 
let~er from the Governor wit all sorts of nice 
thinss in it and a gold watcn ••• s1 

see .A.ppendix B. 

i)e-<'e ce , Vol.2, No ,24, March 1909, p . 3. 

Defence , Vol . 1, o . 2, December 1906, p.14 . 

Bets y 's 



Va r iations o f A Theme 

Wake Up, Zea!and • 
' • 

n . 

------------------:-:-:: .. .. ::-::-.. -~---·- . - --· 
~ .. .-·- ·· ·-·····-- l 

'• 

. • 0 

. 

Que~TtON. 

IS THt .5T~(,~;· OF 0 .//R 

I v'oWI'IT££f( Ferd:£:. ( 

j 
ll 
i 

E L1vlbU3. ADULTS 

i 

----- --

Dominic Kiwi: "Just so, my child, but we must hAve many mor.: t.rain~d m~n th :u l 

that for the defence of New Zealand." 

{Defe , ce, Vol,II , No,23, Dece ;jlber, 1908, p.B) 
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( NZH, 31 March, 1909, p,9) 
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C! ~ar - y it was a view whi c n s eemed rather callous, but in disseminating 

oro pa ~ a nd a i n favo~ r of u n i v e~s a l defensive training all rhetoric was 

s~r~= k wi ~h a chord of leg itimacy . 
' 52 

~ r e r hetoric o= i n the NDL . 

Some, however, failed to believe in 

Wi th ~he pass i ng of ~he Defe nce Act of 1909, which did not pass 

e , :i~el y un opposed,
53 

t he IDL had its aims fulfilled and passed from 

~ ~e Dom i nion 's mid s t in early 1910 .
54 

Other patriotic organisations 

s ~c ~ as the 11av y Lea gue a nd Victoria League were to survive the pre - war 

ye c rs to render val uable service in the fund raising ventures of the 

Grea~ War when new t ypes of patriotic orga nisat i ons were to make their 

i_ ;;-.;:;a ct felt. The degree of impact which patriotic organisations had on 

pre-war Ne w Zeal a nd is debatable . Their effectiveness and contribu~ion 

~o t he mood of August, 191 4, can o~ly be measured against the efforts of 

newspa per edi~o~s, ministe=s, school masters and politicians in 

trJ~ petin g before the public the i mperial ideology and the theme of 

pre pared r e s s. What e Jer ~he degree of impact, the contribution to the 

~ =:io n of a pop a r war had to be a combination of the aforementio r ed 

'Otherwise it is difficul~ to understand, 1 wrote Caroline Pla yn e 

~ ~ 1 92 E a bo u ~ a pr oblem which has puzzled co~mentators ever since, 'how 

i~ ca~e about that practically the whole of youth rushed with bli ~ d 

~ c ~i!i ty , but absolute heedlessness of causes into the arena of war at 

... -- . bl 55 ~ - e r~=st ~ome n t poss1 e .' 

52 

53 

55 

s ee :l ZH , 3 uecember, 1906, p. 3 a nd 24 May, 1907, p. 3. 

s ee R. L . Wei t zel , 
909- ~ 9 d ' i n · }e 1 .. v 

pp. 12e - 14B. 

'Pacifis t s and Anti-Mili t arists In New Zea land: 
Zea land J our nal o f His~or v , Vol. 7, No.2, 1973, 

Reviva l o f ~D L a f t er the Grea t Wa r en c oun~ere d cri t icism . Se e ~he 

fol ow i ng ~anpn et, Lea gue A g~ inst Exte ns ion of Mili t ar is m, - e 
_r 1'-'a- --'-v .;;.i ..:;o_n....;a_l'--.;;.D_e_f_e:....'_n""c--'e- L:....e..:.....a...;;o'-'u"'-e'--...;;o'-f-'--'-'----=--a-r._. d_ , /\ L c k J.. a n d , c . 1 9 2 C. 

Caroline P'ayne, quoted by Springhall, 'T he Bo y Scouts • •• '. p.· sa . 



Chaoter Two 

FOR ' OUR BO YS ' A 'D THE IR DEPENDENTS : 

0 ..\ TR!OTI ORGA''J!SA TI ONS ADr~IN I STE RHJG \•{A R RELIEF 

Wnen the Great War began it broke a rare forty three year s pan 

c• ~eace ln ~~rope that hac lasted since the cessatio n of the Fran co-

P:~ssian War in 1e11 . The subseque nt response by the peoples of 

1 6 . 

~~ rc ~e ~as bee n to!d on countless occasi ons, an d in New Zealand the 

, ra s~onse was no different.
1 

'Peop!e who had never consciously tho~ght 
of their co unt r y as a whole or of themselves as called upon to make 

vo :~n ta r y sacr'fices for t heir cou ntr y ' s good were seized with a 

p~~riotic fr e n z y a nd infected by th e gene ral contagion of public service . ' 

:- .L . ...:ck:.ar.d , the r·:ayor , C. J . Parr, had received many calls from citizens 

offeri~s tneir s ervice s , bu~ at this stage it was not known public:.y 

,..,:-, ;"!-:~he Do:.~i,.ion's role l>o. s- to be d uring the war. However, in the 

~a=kgrc~,d s=hene s of how the com~uni ty and Dominion could be best served 

dLrin; the ~ost il i tie s were in motion . Parr i ntended to suggest to the 

Pr~~e ~ir.iste r the establishment of a Citizens Council representative of 

-:he co~-~nity which would serve the city not only by helping the defe nce 

aL:~orit ie s . but also the interests of those men who were to answer the 

1 , 3 
::~"';:>ira's ca~ .... 

A sense of urgency prevailed of a magnitude unprecedented iG the 

Do~i,ion 's his :ory . Wn e n the press publicised the news that a New Zealand 

Expeditionary Force was to be despatched the comfort of the soldiers a~d 

we:._ bei s of their depe nd ents was immediately perceived as bei ng a 

~ e~itimate need and a supplement to the ordinary pay of the soldier was 

consid ered virtuous , In response to th e urgency, mayors and other 

laadi g community fig ures called for the establishment of patriotic 

fL~d s co,trolled, at first, hy committees. The patriotic commit t ees 

w i c as9u~ed control of these funds b urg eoned to proportions of an 

ex :ensive Dominion wide movement. A-1 were imbued with the idea of 

2 

3 

se e ZH. 5 A u~ust, 1914, p , 10 ~ A\o/N , 6 August, 1914, p . 20; ar>d a.y 
o~ ~r dai - y news paper re fervour a~ the outbreak o f war. 

H. Fiser, Weal , London , 1924 , p, 101 . Origina l passage 
.as been aite:::-ed s -ig ht y . T e vJord s, 'l·,ad' a nd 'were' are 

S L::JS tit 1:es for the original words of, 'have' and 'are' raspecc;ively . 

see lZH, loc . ci 1: . 

2 
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~aising f~ncs an~ providing comfor~s and luxuries for members of the 
4 

ex;JeC:i~iorary fo.::ce, 1vho, in the pop ular parlance of the day, were 

affectio~ately known as 'our boys ' . The raising of funds and the 

provision o~ co~mod i ties also witness ed the emergence of knitting and 

se~i~g ~~il~s by the women and s c hoo-children of the Dominion. 

The o .::i gins of ~ he patriotic organisations administering wa r 

re:ief emanated from the patriotic fund co~mittee s establi s hed during 

:~e ~~3~st ca ys o f 1914. The p.::ototype of which ha d first appeared 

d~ =i-g t e Boer Wa r . The failure of the f un d r aising
5 com~ittees of 

t~e 3oe.:: ~a = ~o develop and matu r e into war ~el ief administeri ng 

cr~anisat~cns can be partly e xpla 1ned by the contrast in in t ensity 

~etween : he two wa rs. The war tha t began in 1914 was universally 

expected to ~e concluded by Christmas , but a c hange of att itude became 

apoare nt he n the war rollea into 19 5 an d wou nded New Zealand soldiers 

_e;an ret~rn ing fro m Ga l l ipoli, a locatio n which was to be forever 

i~deli~ : y ecc hed into the minds a nd hearts of contemporary New Zea:anders. 

l ne p .:: evailins mood and s peculation about when the war might 

cease ~elpea prodLce a fear that if the patriotic funds ~ere not 

prope.::l y ra~a~ed then the y may become exhausted prematurely . Action 

was ta~e~ tc unite t : e numera LS committees and funds, within their 

.::ea~ective re~iors, into one efficient body controlled by ~ single 

executive . As a res ul t, in the latter half of 1915, the patriotic war 

.:: e~ief a ~ i~isteri,g or~anisa~ions began to emerge. For instance, on 

12 A~gus~ . the re P~erged the Auckland Provincial Patriotic and Wa r 

Re -ief Association (A PPWRA) after the amalgamation of the Auckland 

? - t riotic League Fund a nd the Hospital Ship Equipment Fund . Among 

ot ers ~o be for. ed were the Wellington War Relief Association on 

' 18 October a nd the Hawke's Bay War Relief Association on 8 Dece mb er. 

Upon their ~ormation the war relief associations became the 

recipie ts of a conside rable a~o un t of finance . The amou nts received 

were bf no means meagre because of the overwhelming response that 

~ p~ rio~ic appeals nad received fr om New Zealanders . Once t hese amounts 

5 
see Jobnson , pp,45 - 69 , re fund raising effor ts for ' ou r boy s '. 

see Ja;nson 1 'Sons of t e E pire : . A Study of New Zealand I dees <l'ld 
P ~_ ii~ Opinion Du r ing r.:-~ e Boer V/ar • , B . A. (H ans.) Resea rc h ::xr·rci!,.,c , 
'·'3ssey , 19 4, pp.29 - 32 . 
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1 9 . 

~ a~ ~eco~e ~ ~ e re s ponsibili~y of the associations, por tions were 

i r~ e s ted :n va=ioLs schemes , incluai ng fixed deposit acco unts , 

Er 1 ::s~ Excheq~er bo nds, local boroughs a nd roa d dis t r icts throLgho ~ t 

re;ion i n o=de= to earn interest . The preocc upation wi th fina nce 

a-c :he o~sessi v e reed to provide we l f are for 'o ur boys ' and their 

=s : e , ~ e- t s co n ~ribLted ma r kedly to ~he overall nature and ph ilosophy 

o : :~ e ~a r relief associa ~ ions . Their na ture reflected a f orma l, 

~- =~ a~c ra:ic j usiness struc~u r e wh~ch wa s managed and cont r olled by 

-e-Jers of a c onse r vative tempe ra me nt . Whil e the i r philos ophy was 

-:: =::; ec Or' t . e ' ::lea that Ne 1v Zealanders should ca re for their fellow 

' .e .. Zealanders i;-1 a -:irr.e 1vhen there 1r1as less c on templation of i mme diate 

r 2 :o~rse to central authorit y f or welfare . Thro~ghout the war a nd 

iT7e~iate post - war ye a rs the nature and philosophy of the war relief 

associations re mai ned unaltered . 

The hi ri ng of full time, paid staff also reflected the bureau -

cr ac:1 c nat ur e of .: he 1va r ' 1. ief a ssociations . During the early stages 
._ . 

... tar cne nu:nbe r of paid staff was minimal . For instance, in 1916, 
6 

~~e Wel _i n;ton War Rel ief Ass ociation employed a staff of fo ur wh ich 

T~is increase also reflec ted the 

e sca-c~i09 de~and placed on patriotic bodies as the war became older 

a -d ~earer i-:s co nclusion . I n Dunedi n, the patriotic work of the Ota gc 

?a: r io:ic and Gene ral ~elfare Association appears to have been an 

e A :e , s~on of the city co uncil activities because all secretarial worK 

pe r ~ai~ing to patr io t ic affairs was conducted by the Town Cle~k and his 

s ~= ff . 

T e re_ationships between membe rs serving in the administra tion 

~f pat~io~ic a~sociation s tended to be formal and i mpersonal beca ~s e 

c ~early form ulat ed r ules governed their behaviour within the co nf~nes 

o~ tre associa~ion. Those who participated in the manageme n t ar.d 

ad~inistrative sec~or of the patriotic associations were ge neral ly 

m:.adle aged , a rr ied men who were the holders of positions of 

=espo,sibility wit in the commu ni t y. Those in the community who were 

r= ~ leaci<g ~igures found t heir participation in the Wa r effort ~nroG ; n 

t,e · r pocke~s by cont ri~ ~ing to the pa t riotic funds. 

6 
:.'a :r Relief Associa-ion 0 ':}ellington, Annual Re~::ort, 1 91 6 ' p. 9 . 

7 
'na ::- Relief Association of :!ell ing ton, Annual Reeort , 1 91 9. p . 24. 
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Women 1n the ~~mmunity seldom played a iole in the upper 

e~-e -ons of the war relief associa~ions, Instead they were confi n ed 

t~ participa~i~g in the activities of the Red Cross , Women ' s National 

~ese r v e and ~he Victoria League . Their activities were primarily of a 

c~7.8Scic nature in hel?i~g raise comforts for 'our boys '. The war 

relief associa~io~ s cid recogn ise the need of involving women in their 

~~nbers and as a =es~lt , separate women ' s branches were establisned. 

~-ethe r i~e creatior of a separate identity catered for the patriotic 

zeal of lew Zealand women or not was debatable . However , in the final 

a-a:ysis women failed to become a respected force within the procedure 

o: administering war relief and in matters concerning the state , 

Women were thus absent from the machinery of the patrioti~ war 

relief associa~ions which were instead, driven by separate committees 

co sisting w~olly of men who ~ere responsible to an executive committee. 

'1- associations had an executive as well as a relief c ommittee and a 

~i~ance tommittee . There were additional exceptions . The Canterbury 

Patriotic Fu~d executive had under its auspices an Agricultural and 

~ar~ing Committee whic~ provided assistance to soldiers who wisheo to g o 

c~:o the land. The Otago Patriotic and General Welfare Association hac 

~ C-er;y Committee anc a Recruiting Committee , The Clergy Committee ~ac 

t-e f~nction of providing special services for anniversaries s uch as tre 

~eclaration of war and the landing on Gallipoli, as well as troop arriv~ls 

a-~ ~epart~res. The se rvices that the committees provided were inte ~ =ed 

:2 aic in t~e efficient management of funds , Although the committee' s 

~= :i v ities were ?Urely mundane in nature they did represent a tangible 

c::J -crib· tion to the \oJelfare of the soldier and his dependents . 

Tre soldier and his dependents became the lifeblood and sole 

reaso for the wa r relief association's e x istence . Their activities 

revea ed a distinct willingness of attachment to the cause at hand . I r 

resigring ~~e.selves o the welfare of 'our boys ' the patriotic wa r 

re_ief associac:ions se d am deviated from the task at hand to 

c~nscious ~ purs e other ~~ogrammes . However, on one occasion a 

aep~~e"Cion fro ~ e le_lirgton Patriotic Society brought to the na or's 

a-:t er tion ~eir concern about Germans residing in Wellington. 

"C~e oresident of the Society, presented a resolution expres i ng their 

. ~ ==c= a~d irdi~Gation at the si~king of the Lusitania and urged ~e 

i~:e r~~ent o f Germans in 'ew Zealand and the closer scrutiny of ~errnans 
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~h~ we re naturalised ari~ish subjects .
8 

At various times during the wa r the activities and administra tion 

cf :he ?atriotic war re lief orga nisat ions became sub j ect to cri ticism . 

T~= c=iti~ism level:ed at the orga nisations was often coloured by moral 

O'.!erto'"'es . A c as~ in point was the oppositio~ to the well organi sed 

pa:riotic Queen Car niva ls whi c h attempt ed to r a ise funds fo r 'o ur boys ' 

a~c othe r si~ilar ca~ses . People ~ho attended the Queen Carnivals 

recei ved s~a ~l gifts a nd prizes for t hei r moneta ry co nt r ibu tion. T hose 

~~c criticised this form o f f und raising fel t that true pat r i otism was 

n~ : bei,g adhered to . The Wellington weekly newspape~ Defe nder, which 

described itself as the Domin ion ' s na tiona l pape~ , stated, 

How long is this deplorable f oll y [Queen Carnivals] 
to con ~i nue? How many more years o f war will be 
n ee ded to co nvi~ce the public that an abandonment 
to gaiety - the re ve ls and gambles of carn ivals -
is not a decent meth od of

9
expressing gratit ude to 

tne dead and the wo unded. 

D~fe~cer described the carnivals as, ' • .. trivialities, utterly unworthy 

o : ~~ e s oldiers ', and that, ' .. . it is cne dark blot o n the Natio nal 

~~ v ern~ent that it lacked the co urage to oppose the carn ival craze . ' 
10 

Tn e deci sion to support or n ot to support the carnivals became a 

~ -estion of conscie nce for some. To the ma j ority of New Zeala nders tne 

q westion o f whether or not the Queen Car n ival was a legitimate a nd mora! 

wa y of raisi n g fun ds woul d not have aris e n . The public gave liberall y 

to t~e patrio tic funds because it was regarded as their national d uty 

a~d ~ot as a me t hod to be questioned . For those who were not in the 

forefront of patriotic activities subscribing to carnivals and ot her 

f wn d raisir.g ventures •provided them with a concrete way o f contribL..ting 

to t e wa r effort . It was only a minority who were compelled by thei r 

co . science in the belief that a moral code must gover n all activit i e s 

Efe. 

T e criticism l e vel led at the pa t riotic organisa tions over ~e 

~e ::-its of fund r aisi g vent ures may or may not have bee ~ j~stified . 

j_~ ~he cri ticism concerning the expenses incurred in operatirg st.ch 

;e ~ -: J::-es 1as jJstified . A port i o n of all cont rib u t i ons donat ed o 

s 
see A':/": , 2 0 ·la y , 1 91 5 , p • 1 7 • 

~efe-der , 11ol , I , 'e . G, 1917, p.11 . 

io:.a . 



22 . 

I 

~ a :riotic fund raising ventures was n ot channelled for their in itially 

i ter.~ed purpose . r~ste ad some amounts helped cover the operat ing 

expe ...... ses . Ce~e~der quoted the Wellington Quee n Carnival of 1915 as an 

At that carn i va l, taxi hire amount ed to £.296, petrol £.10 5 , exa:-~ :!.e, 

1 1 
;::-i r:: an d statio~ery £.7 80 and advertising £1,173, The view th~t 

~astefLl ~ethods resu l ted in a hig h rate of expenses was co n firmed in 

a :e tter of 10 Ap r i! , 1918 , written by J,M . Kinniburgh, officer in 

c~arge of th e War FLnds Office to W. Ferguson, c ha irman of the National 

.. • ~ i gh rate of ex pe ns es was t~e result of the 
waste f u! ~ethods emp l oye d to r ais e f~nds in the 
ear_y sta ges of the wa r. The general cost of 
c o l~ection •.. aecreas ed to a very low rate as the 
res ult of better organisation and control of the 
va rious ~e thcds of raising funds . 12 

During t he orsanisational stag e s of the APPWRA ' s Queen Carnival 

tc r ais e funds fer the future welfare of 'our bo ys' an d their 

cepe~dents, opposition was encountered from the church leaders of 

;~c~:a~d. The church took exceptio n to the manner in which the APPWRA 

- ac set 600ut the task of rai sing f LndS, To the church, Queen Carniv a ls 

r epres e nted sa~~ ling in its wor st form and when one considers the past 

~istcry of attitude s towards gambli ng in the Dominion, it was not 

aif:icu:t to c onprehend why _ tte rie s and raffles in raising funds for 

patriotic purposes wa s considered anathema to the church. 

J ~ 11 Aug~st , 1915 , at a meeting of the Auckland Pre sbyte ry 

~ ~e = e wa s a cal- to th e co ~gr egation, ' ... t o abstain f rom and disco ura ge, 
13 

qJestionable forms of raisi ng money such as art unions,,.' The meeting 

also protested a gainst the Government, 

.. ,gran ting its off icial s~nction to the robing 
~f tne denon of gambling in t he white - alas 
bloodstained - robes of the true patriot as being 
a n ~nsu t to ~hs intelligence, conscience and 
generous pa t riotism of the people. 14 

n lats Septemaer, a~tion was taken by the ministers in Auckland. A 

depLtation from t e Auckland Clergy Association and from the Auckla ~d 

Ministe rs Association waited on the executive committee of the APP~RA , 

11 

2 
id., p , 15 . 

l!a:ional Efficiency Board re Cost of Patriotic Effort, File IA 
30 / /147 (held ational Arc ives [~·/Arc]) . 

:;z r! , Augu st, 1915 , p . 9. 

:.ci • 
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T~eir business \as to ask the APPWRA to eliminate the art unions and 

i ~ stead to appeal to the citizens by direct giving. The APPWRA fa iled 

to reciprocate and instead remained loyal to tr.e cause which had 

prompted their existence. 

'The carnival preparations and the resistance of the APPWRA slowly 

~egan to draw the annoyance of ~he churches . The New Zealand Heral d 

reported on 27 Septem~er, that a number of sermons were preached in the 

cit y per~aining to the carnival . During the morning services, the 

m inis~ers urged the congregation to support the funds and in the 

8 Jening sermons , the evils of gambling were referred to. At the 

EJendale Presbyterian Church a resolution was passed protesting against 

the relaxation of present laws on lotteries, believing that lotteries 

were detrimental to the best interests of the community. 
15 

Also a 

meeting of sixty ministe rs representing the Salvation Army, Anglican, 

Ba~tist, Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian churches decided to 
1 6 

protest to the APPWRA again and also to the Government. The ch urches 

were ~o continue their opposition to the gambling nature of the fund 

raising effor~s throughout the latter half of 1915, but to no avail . 

J 5ins sermons and the press as vehicles for their propaganda the 

c~~rches painted a grim picture of the Queen Carnivals. In connection 

wi~n ~he carnivals one minister, a Reverend E,A . Kirkwood, wanted to 

k~ow whether or not it was ' ••• the hour and the power of the hosts of 
1'7 

darkness? 1 1 

The fund raising ventures provided the patriotic organisations 

w~th their sole source of criticism and opposition. It became easier . 

to cnderstand why such ventures as Queen Carnivals were viewed as 

:egitimate sources for criticism when one considers that the Queen 

Carn ivals and other fund raising ventures involved considerable amo nts 

of finance, coup~ed with the persistent fear that if the funds were no t 

r ~ . aged properly then they would become exhausted. Oppositio n and 

criticism of any other avenue of war relief activity would have bee , 

i ~erpreted as unpatriotic by many . 

T e accumulation of patriotic funds provided the nucle~s o f t he 

1 5 
:JZH, 27 September, 1 91 5, p . 7 . see 

i 6 
IZH, 28 1 91 5. p. 5. see September, 

• 7 
JZH , 7 October, 191 5' p.4. 
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activi~ies a nd affairs of the war relief organisations. I n Auckland, 

~~~ APP~~A had co . mitted ~o its charge two funds with cl earl y defined 

=-d separa~e objectives . They were the Sick, Wou nded and Depe ndent s 

F~nd and the Fund of £20,000, known respectively as the ' A' Fund ~n d 

1:!-.:= ' S' Fund . Tre ' A' Fun d was established, 

Far so!~iers, sai lors , members of the New Zealand 
Expe~i~ia .ary Forces, t~e nu r s e s enlisting from 
~he a re a o~ tne Associa tion's operat ions who rnay 
be wounded, inj red or o~herwise wholly or 
partially i ncapa cita t ed from any caus e arising 
d uring ac~ive se rv ice , a nd the depe ndents of 
sue~ pe r sons and of those killed or dying on 
active se r vi ce or from any cause arising during 
active se r vic e. 18 

! re 'E' Fund was primarily for the relief of distress in Auckland 

~recipi~atec by the war and for gen eral patriotic purposes. The funds 

aami1istered by o the r patriotic war relief bodies which were working i n 

~~e ·inte rests of those, ' ••. who have been fighting the battles of the 

E~~ire in the cause of Freedom and Liberty, •
19 

were similar to t~o s e o f 

'P?' ,-,A 20 t lie ,"\ .~ 1\ • 

The to~al amoJnts in the 'A' and ' B' Funds were never made 

secret by tne APP~R~ . All donations , donors and succeedin g to tals were 

~ ~ ~e ?utlic t~rou;h the news papers a nd from time to time the APPWRA's 

f_-ds ~e re subject to requests for donations from organisations such a s 

tn_ Y~ung Mer ' s Crr:stian Ass ociation , Salvation Army and the Roma n 

Howevr- . all claims ot her than those from ' our boy s ' 

a- = ~heir aepenaents we re refused. The APPWRA a nd other patriotic 

or~anisatic~s ad7inister i ng war relief were extremely loyal to 

, ew Zea·and's soldiers and their dependents and were extremely relucta nt 

to draw en ~ e f~nds for o ther than their intended purpose . To the 

A0 PIRA 'our boys ' were perceived as making the , ' ••• supreme sacrifice ... 

in defe nce of nationa_ justice and for benefits and privi leges of 

=ritish r u e . •
22 

Hence, no claim on the funds other than from a soldier 

5 

• 9 

2!J 

2 

22 

~~= laid Provincial Pa t riotic a nd War Relief Association (APPWRAl , 
.;..--,._ a:!.. Repar"ts : 915 - 916 , p. 7 . 

Gisbo =ne Citizen5 Defen ce Fund , Annual Report : 19 18, p.1. 

see Carterbury Pa"triotic Fund , I nfo rmation Booklet, Christchurc h , 
p. 

see Ai;fl , 22 ;-e::,ruary , 1917 , p.22 . 

~~r-"tes of A c~:and Provincial Patriotic and Jar Relief Associ2ti~ r . 

25 '.ove;"lc~ r, ·:~s {-,e~d f..-..ck .:and I nst it ute ana :-t,..~set.:r ib=ary [;. : -
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or dependen~ vas legitima~e . 

I n refusing claims by organisations the APPWRA directed them to 

a~pea _ :c :he public for finan cial a ssistance. After all, the APPWRA 

~a c cor.e s o, a nd on occasions in a quite inflammatory tone as 

Se~~ge [lliot, chai~man of the executive committee did in October, 1915 . 

~ore of oL= boys a r e wanted; TH EY do not he s i t ate, 
: re.:. :::- re .;:; ::y a-:5" 1e r to :!le cal l means your safety at 
Ha-e . 3 ~: :~~y are comin g home wounded, maimed, 
sick . \<. hat nc:.;e YOU done f or them? vJha t are you 
goi-c; ~ o co :J:J? Some will never re tu rn; think of 
:-~ ; r aves on Gallipoli . Thin k not only of the 
ce ~eave-ent ,· thin k of the NEE D of the widow and 
o ~_p nc:n . ',•ie ..;ro canno--c go, r'.U ST PAY , and until every 
penny reqLired for this Fund is secured we must go 

I · d · · 23 on ~o:::-K1ng a n g1v1ng . 

The funds periodically req uired augmenting by the use of lotterie s 

a-d carniva sand in late 1915 a new method was introduced the sale of 

~a= seals . T~e seals we re in effect stamps which depicted an image of 

: . e ~ew Zealand soldier. The advertising of the war seals stres s ed a 

s~ -se of u=ge nc y coupled with an appeal to the individual, b ut the sale 

of da r seals O"lly realised [500
24 

for the APPWRA , The fai lure can be 

pa rcl y explained by their untime ly introduction . The Governmen t ha d 

r e=ent _y in:roduced an addit ional half penny stamp and much of th e e nergy 

c: ""C e APPWR~ was being absorbed by the Queen Carnival preparations . 

;:so :~e wa r seals were r athe r limited in their usage . The Post Office 

==fLsed ~o har.d _e any mail carryin g war seals on the addressed side of 
25 

:-e ervelope . All seals ha d to appear on the reverse side. The 

attitude of t e Post Office was quite possibly an attempt to protect one 

of ~~ei= sou:::-ces of income . In effect, to use a war seal was to pay 

double the normal postage ra t es. Onl y businesses and individuals who 

corresponded fre quently a nd who sub s cribed to the war seals could have 

made tnis f und r aisin g venture a success in monetary terms . 

Tne act vit.ies of the APP\>/RA revolved exclusively <.~r und t e 

~~~~--cena,ce o- the patrio~ic funds and the welfare o f ' our boys ' and 

~~ei r dependen ts. Only on sporadic occasions did the APPWRA ve rcure 

21 
I 

A_ck!and Provincial Patriot ic and War Rel~ef Association, 
F..:-cs ,., C ficial S:atemen , Auckland, 1915 , p . 2 . 

;--i:-lut~s , 11 love •. ber, 19 5. 

5""" :...•:'. , 2 Septe be r, 1915 , p.61 . 



PATRIOTIC WAR STAMP. 

The Auckland Provincial Patriotic and War 
Relief Association has issued a stamp 
designed as above for the purpose of raising 
money for the relief funds. The stamps may 
be placed on the back of envelope's by those 

who desire to assist a deserving c.a use. 

(A\oJ~;, 26 August , 1915 1 p . SO) 

26 , 



AlucKLAND PROVINCIAL PATRIOTIC AND \\'AR 
RELIEF ASSOCIATION. 

• WAR SE 

Ap.peal to the Public 
of Auckland Province 
You will require a sum of £250,000 for War Relief purposes 

throughout the Province of Auckland ! 

One simple means of helping to raise this sum is for YOU to 
detennine that every letter you post shall bear the WAR SEAL 
of the WAR REJ.IEF ASSOCIATION. 

They may be obtained at any Store in the Province, from your 
Local Patriotic Committee, from the Mayor or Chair
man of your Borough or Board, or from WAR SEALS 
Committee, Town Hall, Auckland. 

24 for 1/-· 480 for £1 
Tell your friends how they may assist in this way. Sell them some 

of the Seals. Push them along for all you are worth. · 

Remember that if every man and woman in the Auckland Province, 
over the age of 20 ·years, use5 only three seals per week, 
it will .. result in a weekly sum of over £1000. 

NOW,- Ai.JCKLAND ! ALL TOGETHER! Don't be 
satisfied with doing your own little bit. Do . a bit more for 
the other fdlow in such a cause. 

Jready 25 Firms have agreed to use them, and have taken first 
supplies of £5 each. Some have already placed additional 
~ for same amount. 

• • , ~ t•-;I.JS '. , 9 1 5 , p.9 ) 

27 . 
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i~:~ ew activi~ies an d even the n fo r only a brief period . For in stance , 

.• r at :erpt to co~bat the lassitude of war, which became more 

p :- ~-.: _ ...., cec a .. o~gs';; t he bellic;erents in 1917, the APP\vRA moved to keep 

:-~ subject of wa r constantly before the public. They suggested that, 

· . . • b=ief, pitry statements and striking extracts from speeches by 
26 

~~ = =i~s men be p-aced on cinema screens.' It was hoped that such a 

-2, e w~~ld stimulate a dogged resolve in the attitude of New Zeala nders 

::::: the wa r. 

T~e task of a dministe ring the pat riotic fund s and general war 

re __ ef work was conducted by six committees within the organisation of 

1:~e APP '.vRA . By July 19 16 , the APP>·JRA had established the following 

co~• ittees : Claims, Finance, Relief, Soldiers Club, Soldiers Employment 

a r. d Disab led Soldie rs Tuit ion . The Claims Board Committee was 

es:a~~is~ed in connection with the 'A' Fund and applicants appeared in 

pe =so; before this commi ttee to have their case heard . This committee 

ne::..:J i:s ir.au;ural meet i ng on 27 December, 1915, in an attempt to 

==-~-is~er : ne ' A' F~nd mo re effectively. The ' A' Fund operated by 

s~~o : eren~ir.g Gcve=nment pe nsi ons where needed and it gave temporary 

=e : ief rl~i -e claims 1e re being investigated. The finance given by the 

co~-i:tee wa s to supplement the pay allotted to wives and widowed 

-o:~e=s by nusbands and s a ns. A typical applicant was the wife wr.os e 

r~sbard had been killed . She wa s paid a supplementary pe nsion of 

five shillings pe= ~eek from the 'A' Fund and one shilling per wee k far 

e3cr of her ~wo chi.dren . She a utomatically received state aid of 

r:.ss. far t e c hildren. 
27 

I n one week she collected a total of £2.2s . 

;~at er type of applicant was the incapacitated s o ldier who rece ive d 

ore pa~nd weekly wi~haut state aid and fi ve ~hillings fo r each o f his 

~ =ee chi -o=e~ . 2 8 In operating the ' A' Fund the Claims Committee was 

~e:i=erately l~~eral and the y atte mpted to fallow a nan - stringent policy 

te=5~5e ~ .ey ~e ieved that , 

26 

2 

2S 

... t~ere are very few case s whic h have proved or may 
;no·1e · mo~art y of assistanc e give n •••• in the 
a-~~ istration of t is fund, t o be successful there 
- s ~ be a certain ama nt of elast ic ity; hard and 
:ast ~~sir.ess methods sh ould nat be the guiding 
po - icy of iT-s adm·~istration , 29 

:-:::-_::es , 14 Februa:-y, . 917, p.2. 

see: A,•/ :! , ~0 ... ecenber, 1915, p . S3. 

:.::;.:.-j . 

..-:-~ es , 28 J-r,e. 19~6, appendage, Report of C:!.aims Board t o EJc«M.+i~. 
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!s :;-~ .o.~a:- pro ·; :-es !::eC t ~ e Clai ms Committ.ee dealt VJith an escalating 

~t the end of the financial year in 1917, 

-~,JC :332S - a~ beer dealt wi th while at the same time the fol l ow ing 

cases were ~o te deal~ with . 

T~e ~e : ~e; Co~~i~~ee of the APPWRA was established in connec t io n 

T ~ is ccm~ittee was assigned to deal with case s 

=~is~"; =~ : ~ ; :ocel . ~s~ress ca used by ~he war . The Relief Committee 

~-o : ~ye : i-:e ~ vie ~e =s to v e~tu re into the homes of dependents who ~ad 

~~:e c :3~-s o~ :~e 'B ' Fund in order to in ves~igate their situation . 

=-~i~~ ~ ~e 1~15 - 1~ 6 period, the relief committee was relieving some 

~ :;~ cases, 
32 

a: a cost of £160 weekly . 

A 7ajor ~ask undertaken by the APPWRA from 1916 onwards wa s the 

=epa := ia :io; o7 :~e discrarged s oldier . Committees were formed t o 

a =-~- is ~ e= :~i s task s ~ch as the Di s c ha rged Soldiers Tuition Committee, 

J ~s=•a r sec Soldie r s Emplo ym e n t Com~ittee and the Soldiers Club 

: .: -:- :.-:: ee o: v:h ic h :. ~ e :a-cte r a t tempted to create a convivial socia:.. 

The move to repatriate 

::s:-a=sac so:c iers represe n ted an importa nt new pha se in the activities 

The acce nt of the repatriation pr ogramme was on 

= e c=e ~ :ion , employment and the teaching of trade skills in an attempt 

t: assist t. e di s c ha =ged soldier in returning to civilian life. 

Th e Discha r ged Soldiers Tuition Committee which was set up i~ 

, ~,5 a:te~pte c to assist disabled men to learn technical skills and 

:ra~es which ~a u ld be st accommodate a particular disability . Ho..vever, 

- -c~ :o the disappointme n t of the APPWRA, the committee was a f&~lL r e . 

: ...,eca ~e of the wuy in whi c h t he committee wa s a dmini ;,tered , l' r• 
J 

~aca~se of a c "s tir. c t _ack of interest on the pa r t of the s oldi~~~ . 

- . ~se few so d iers ~ h o aici take advantage of the service ~he c om~ it te e 

~ =:; . ia r::1. fou rc :;hr.""'l<O . lve!;i be i ng tutored in basket we a v ino . bon • Jr c 

- ~-n 1:E:rms. 

_A,;- .... c_ Re port : .., . 

lhe C\Jmmiti.ue' s :> cn·v i .:u.; c. • !II" 

I~ was probably too much for ne's p r !dD to 

p . 4 . 

p. 12 . 

1 ';;'5 -' 915 , p . B. 

p .4, cf. APPWR1-I , 
p . 
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The role of the Discharged Soldiers Employment Committee was to 

a7s ist soldiers in finding suitable vocations . One of its tasks was 

~ ~ i~trod uce ~he prospect of farming to Auckland's discharged soldiers, 

i<: '-: a d to report i.n 1917 that, ' •.• a disinclination on the part of 
34 

:~e . en to go or ~he land was evid en~ •.• ' The APPWRA executive was 

r o ~ ca Ln ted by this prospec~ and :he y set about the task of remedying 

T~e y consulted with represe ntatives of the Auckland 

:; =ic~ - t~ral and Pastoral Association a nd the Farmers Union in an 

a t:e~p: ~o produce a scheme that would train discharged soldiers who 

cesi=ed the rigours of an outdoor life. The s cheme centred around 

s ~lciers ~raining farms which were to be located on suitable land 

p=ovidec by the Government . Eventually, it was hoped, the soldiers 

f ~ =mi.ng the land would be give~ the option of acquiring the land at 

reaso-,aole rates. J.H . Gunson, the Mayor of Auckland, was supportive 

=:this scro=me on his ret urn from Australia because he believed, 'In 

[s olci.ers on ~he lan~ we have the possibility of New Zeala -, d's 
35 

asset of the future . ' Gunson was, however, aware of the 

p=o~:e~s that might be encountered and sounded the warning ; many are 

?- ysicall y incapable at the outset of undertaking hardships; many 

c ~ i~ ~ <:o lack of experi e nce of any kind whatever in connection with 

a; ricLl<:Lral or pastoral pu=suits were quite unsuited for pioneering 

a • a consequen<:ly were likely to fail and many owing to lack of 

abili<:y to se c ure stock or deal with unimproved land were 
36 

of engaging on practical grounds. 

Whe n t~e Government passed the Repatriation Act which es~ablisheo 

:~e Repatriation 3oard , the APP/RA expressed the attitude that <:he 

Gc ~ ernme t ' s scheme was ' weak ' and 'insufficient• . 37 The APPWRA 

= ~pressed ~ts dis sa~isfaction further by declining to nominate ar. y of 

i s ~e•~ers as delega<:es to the Dis~rict Repatriation Board . The 

cassi r.g oft is act ·itnessed the close of the APPWRA's war ti~e 

rep a :. ria<: i c a c t iv.:.ti e s in the Discharged Soldiers Tuition Com it-:ee a · 0 

36 

~~~~~~~~~1 ~9_1~7 . p. 11. 

~i~utes, 28 Ju~e , 1916, a~~endage, Report from J . H. Gunson ~c 
pp~q~ execu~ive re l~rd for re:.urned soldiers. 

i:::> .d . 

s ee Ge o . H. BLrgess , 'T e A ~ c !a~d Garden Settleme n t Scheme', in 
' .=-. .·:Zealand Cap ital a-d L ::JD DJr Re ; io:w , Vo .4, No .1, Ma rch, l ] i ,' , 

=;::: . 36-39. 



~ -? loymant Committee, but the APPWRA e mbarked on a pr ivate post - war 

re~atria~ion venture in the Auckland Ga rden Se ttl ement Scheme. 

31 . 

e ·- a 

In this s c heme the AP PWRA pu rcha se d 2B2t acres of land at Mangere 

~o st of (20,000 . 
38 

The execut ive hoped to allocate two acre s t o 

e ac~ successf~l applicant, upon which houses would be erected and light 

e ~~ lo ynen t s~c h as poultry farming, bee c ulture and vegetable growing 

~~~ld be ~opefully carried out to suppl e ment pe nsi ons . 

T ~ e ?at rio~ic organisations whi c h administere d war relief and 

~ e~ag ed the fu nds ~ere not ~hd only patriotic bodies with a ve s~ed 

i ~terest in ~~e welfare of ' ou r boys' and their dependents. Some of the 

o:'-er patriotic bodies were as prominent as the war relief associations, 

..: r i le some were t otally obscure such as the Te Horo Self De nial League 
39 

ad donated £95 to th e patriotic funds at the war's close, also 

:-e Wo~e r.'s Minis~e ri ng League a nd the Snapshots From Home Lea gu e. The 

~-~er.'s ~inistering LeagL was established in Wel l ington on 1 Sep t e mb e r, 

~ ]1 5 ~i t h t~e ai~ of concentrati ng and organising the raising of 

C2,:o =ts for ' o~r boys' . The idea behind the Snapshots From Home Leag Le 

~as :o present the soldiers a t the fro nt with an additiona l comfor t 

c o•sist i ng of photographs of the home a nd family. The motto o f the 
40 

Le a~Le was ' All Our Soldie rs Want Snapshots From Home' a nd the League 

wa s ac~ i n i s tered un der the au s pices of the Yo un g Men's Christian 

Asso=iation in the four main ce nt res. The Navy League, Victoria LeQ~uE 

a d the Young Men's Christian Association also catered for the interests 

o 'o ur t:oys ' . 

41 
A other less known patriotic body was the Swankers Club of 

Wanganui . This club was a non-political and non -denominational body 

~hich contributed (2 , 815
42 

to the patriotic funds at the war's close. 

The idea of forming such a cl ub was mooted by one T. King who, after 

visiti . g Eng and, .vJas imbue d with the idea that such a c lub shoul d ex is1: 

£0 

Jo urnals of the Hose of Re presentatives (AJHR), 

A':!',. 2 2 J r.e, 1 91 6, p. 77 . 

: a, irdeb~ed to any Byers of the Wanganui Regiona l Mus e um for 
or · nging t e Swanke rs Cl b to my attention . 

-'J!-'R, H- 46, 1920 , p.17 . 
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i r ~ 2 \'-' Zealand . The London based Swankers Club collected f unds for 

~~o s e soldia=s blinded in the war . Ki ng explained tha t t he club was 

f or rr ed by, ' . •. those who pu~ on a lo~ of swank and as we colon ia ls 
43 

.. r _la say, the y \vere just "it" in dress and brains ••. ' The club 1n 

~~~ sanui departed from the aims o f the Lo ndo n based Swankers Cl 0b and 

c o ~ l e cted funds far the benefit of New Zealand nurses who had gone 

c ve=seas ~o he lp 'our boys' . The club's official attire was top ha t 
L.4 

a - j ~ails and by Decembe r, 1916 the c lub had a membership of 40 0 

The natu re of the cl ub was a j ovial one as one of their 

f::.cti tious wa r storie s from the S.·:a :-1kers Hov1ler shows 

Our troo? s are falling back on all fronts to new 
positions . The inten t ion is to fall back and back 
~ill we come u p on the other s ide of the world and 
attack our enemies in the rear. 45 

The two patriot ic orga nisati ons which were as prominent as the 

war relief associations were the ~ew Zealand War Contingent Association 

a ~ d t he Red Cross . For the first t wo years of the war the money 

col:ecte d by the Red Cross was sent directly to the Br itish socie t y or 

accepced on oe hal~ of the St . John Ambula nce Brigade . The comforcs 

~ or ~ ew ZealaGd soldiers such as ci ga rettes~ tobacco, stamps , scacio nery , 

;~ r ~e~cs and ocher suc h commodities raised by the Red Cross were 

d~strib u ted under the auspices of the New Zealand War Co ntinge nt 
4 ... 

Association . b 

The Asscciat~on was formed i n London during the August days of 

' ~1 4 wich the object of affordin g a ss istance to ' our boys' while 

~Jers eas in service of the Empire, The service that was to be prov i de c 

b j t he Association was primarily a n extension of the ac~ivit i e s of t he 

war rel ' ef so c iecies ~ n New Zeala nd . The machinery of t he Assoc~a t ior 

c~~ sis ed of commit~ees such as the Hospitality Committee wi th i ts ~ w o 

~=anches , t he Visiting a nd Ente r tainme nt sub- committees . The re ~1as :J l s -

4:; 

t.:. 
"":" r".! S1.;a-oke r s f-lo•,J l er , 16 December, 1916, p,1. 

i bic. 

ibid , 

se '? ~J~~ . --W , 19 7 , pp .1 - 4 re decailed account of this 
o r gan isa cion 's activities . 
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t e ·.e A Zea ! a,d Expeditionary Force Club Committee, Stores Committ ee , 

~i-6 ~ ce Co~7.ittee end the Exec utiv e Committee which consisted of 

.eN 2eala nd ers residing in London SJCh as the Hi gh Commissioner , 

Sir -- c - as ~3C ·ensie. One of the first responsibilities ~ndertaken by 

-- ~ ~ssc=iation was ~ h e creation of the New Zealand War Conti ngent 

~=s : :t3 _ at Walton- On - Thames which was supposed to represent, 

. " -- . n - r=.- ;- ' ' => Z 1 d I 4 7 -- - -- -cor--~ . ,_w ea_an .•. During the war other hospitals and 

:: -. ~ :e scert , ores fo r 'o ur boys' were established under the auspices 

=: :-e ~ssociation a t Weymo t h , Hor nc hurch , Oatlands Park, Codford, 

3ri ;,:on a nd the 3rocke nhurst hospital ~hich consisted of the 

La: . Hardinge Hospita l wit h its two mino r homes at Forest Park and 

3a : -e rl awn . All would have been familiar to ' our boys ' who were 

a~ ~ -~ed in France and who had to be shipped back to 'dear old Blighty', 

During the Great War the patriotic organisations rendered 

i ~.d :_ab le se r vice in alleviating distress on the home front . They 
48 

co-trib u ted a total of £5,447,991 to the grand patriotic fund total 

o .. i5 431,00249 
at the close of patriotic fu nd act ivity in 1920. The 

~ ~ ,:~otic orgar.isatio,s ad ministering war re lie f played a service role 

i, ~arti~e scciety whic~ provided a comfort and sense of solidarity to 

t- ~s e on the h~me front which no doubt created an ease of mind in those 

s e~ J i,; overseas. To 'our boys' and their depe nd e nts the war relief 

or;5n isations repre sen:e~ a source of easily obtainable financial aid 

~i:-oLt t he ~sua_ stipu:ations of financial obligations . Finance was 

4 -
ibid .• p ,2. 

4 B 
AJH~, H- <16, 920, p . 1 • 

'0 .... _ 
i.:Jid. 

J 



["apter Three 

o=- VE: . ~v 4.~·!D IDOLS : A TI -GE R1>1~N 

LE~G J ES A~D FRIE ND S OF ' OUR BO YS' 

~oc~ina a~ t~e Grea~ Wa r i n retrospect, one commentator wrote 

.;s "ne · . .:a:- ;:;:-:::>ceecs . tne sense of ex hil a ration •.Hea r s 
a~ay a~- g~ves p:ace to a mood of dogged resolve . . . 
b-: s.:c .:.c ~g as a 1-1•ar lasts , it gives scope for th e 
ex ~ ~~i:ic~ of r.any nob:e human q~alities , and upon 
~re wh:::J e tends :o ex h ibit man at once in his 
ricrest as well as in his lowest and most savage 

" 1 
aspec t. 

34 . 

- ~s con~ent aptly applies to the patriotic orga nisations which e merged 

:- :-~sp:::J~se to Ger"an ' frightfulness ' a nd the needs of ' our boys' . The 

re~s~a~e :- reports of German 'fr ightfuln ess ' in Belgium prompted the 

e-ergence of ci vilian indignation in the form of anti- German leagues. 

7~-,e s e =odies app ointed themselve s the task of de nigrating Germany a nd 

per~etLating th e image o f Ge r man s before the Dominion as gross 

~ari:estations of every thing b r utal in life, Their collective goal was 

a - ~animi~y of a nimosit y towards Germany within the Dominion. 

Dur i r.g the early months of the Great War, the public were i nformed 

tnrc ~;~ t~e press of how they had been unwittingly subscribi ng to the 

~er~a, wa r effort by p~rchasing German made goods . This, coupled with 

tne rea isation that trace , production and economics were the life source 

of a co unt ry's well being anc initial provider of its fighting power, 

~o ed ordir ry and not so ordinary citizens to stifle the process. The 

ice o : preferential trade and the ha r m that could befa ll the Empire 

t'-ro.Jg:l trading relations -..·as f irst publicly mooted in a New Zea l a •1rl Her;:J}c 

e-:! - :-:Jr·a, e ntitled , 'T rading with eutrals ' , on 27 Ja nuary , 191 5 , Tl-·.e 

v~; or of A c~land, C~J . Par~ , was an advocate of prefere ntial r adc and 

h e A :3 ad~~ n in hir b f thoL , 1 ••• we !lhOt1ld lter Otll' t.r.1clo l' o11cy 

~o:- ~ e fut re . • . . ow is the time to educate the masses of the pe e ~e a s 
2 

~.J t . e necess · ty of b ying or.ly British ma de goods , ' 

Fisher , p . 01 . 
2 ·.z, , 27 January , 191 5 , p. B, 
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Mo~iva:ed by a sense of self- preservation , a meeting was held in 

191 5. to discuss the proposal of forming ~ ., ". 

E-p i re T=a ~e Leag~e (ETL} whi c h wo ~ ld attempt to encoura ge t r~ de ~ithin 

3 
:- • ~~;ire . At t ~e reeting, which was attended by over 100 pr o m1nent 

ci:~zers, i t was made clear that the Empire had committed a great folly 

o y strengt~e~:-a the trade of Ger man y . In no uncertain terms one 

The mo~e~ we ~3ve spent o n Germa G goods has helped 
:c arm a n L::scrupulous foe against us, to increase 
he :- rri 2.i t an t ;:;op~l a't ::.o n , to build her baby killing 
cr~i se rs and r. er ? i ra:ical subma rines. 4 

A: the meeting , a cwmmi tt ee including W,A, Beddoe (Canadian Trade 

c~~~ i ss io n e:-), B. Kent ( President of the Auckland Chamber of Commerce), 

~r't~ur Rosser of the Trades and Labour Council, and Major Lusk (President 

of the Auckland Provincial Farmers Un ion) were appointed to draw up the 

Le~;u e' s constitution , The meeting also witnessed the birth of an 

As s ociation for the Promotion of British Trade, 

The ob j ectives of the ETL were made public prior to the meeting 

a ~ - :ne y re flected the pro-British spirit and the desire to oust Germa n 

:r a da from the Empire. The ob j ectives were, ··To promote trade witnin t~e 

' Er.:::ire; to patron ise goods of New Zealand manufacturers and thus assist 

local industries; to pledge ourselves not to buy e nemy goods after the 

war ~ to enter i nto closer trade relations within the Empire and t o he!~ 

t~s Empire to grow stronger and thus fulfil its destiny. •
5 

Members o f t h e ETL hoped to acquire official sanction for :hai r 

o c : ec:ives in the form of Government legislation once the League rad 

oo :ai~ ed a cer tain measure of maturity and effectiveness . They wa ~ ted 

-e ;islation 3Sse G t o provide protection for the Dominion's manufactu re =s , 

~e~:proca~ trad e arrangements between Britain and the Dominions, and 

:. lose r ties with other parts of the Empire by means of cheaper steam, 

and tele g raphic communicat ion s .
6 

However, the ETL was never to pe s :a 

acq~ire t e desired ma-urity, the effectiveness, or tne impleme tatio~ 

of :.a. g "term plans .. ~r Jaruary 1916, the ETL ceased to ex1st as b 

:1-g.:.e e . ::ity d e to its a malgamation with the Auckland Provincia 

6 

·.zH, 5 Feo:- ary, 1915, p.6, 

11 Febr~.,;ary, 19 s, p.51. 

Zrl, 3 recruary, 1915 , p,12, 

s ee ' ;ZH . ~6 ar.:.:,, 1915, p . 5. 
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Ind s~rial Associa~ion which was to be thereafter known as the Auckland 

Ind~s t rial and Empire Trade Association . 

With the demise of the ETL, an other anti-German trade league 

e~ersed , this time in Cnristchurch . On 10 February, 1916, a dra ft of 

~ h e A-1 for Empire League's (AFEL) constitution was approved by the 

a~r _a l conference of the United Commercial Travellers and Warehousemen's 

As s~ =i a tion of ~ew Zeala nd. Other branches of the League were formed in 

A~c k l an d, D ~ nedi ~ a nd 1ellington . Thei r objectives were closely akin to 

tho s e of t he ETL al t~ou gh there were a few exceptions . The AFEL 

aa vocated more efficient means of defence, promotion of legislatio~ 

agai nst the naturalisation of enemy aliens, and the prevention of aliens 
7 

~olding property in lan~ or in company shares. However, like the ETL, 

tne life of the AFEL was short and by June 1916, the activities of the 
8 

Lea gue had been concluded . 

The s ' ort durations of the ETL and AFEL led Mercutio, a columnist 

7-or the Hera ld, ~o ask, ' \·/hat has become of all the Empire Trade leagues 
9 

for~ed since the beginning of the war?' Apathy would have appeared to 

be ~he obvious conclusion. However, Mercutio dispelled this notion . 

Neither in Chriscchurch,nor in Auckland are the 
people apathetic , but everywhere they are confused 
by the number of anti-German leagues . Perhaps one 
such organis~ tion with some sort of official 
recognition ~i g h~ have succeeded, but where one was 
pi-ed on ano~her ~he plain man was at a loss to 
know which to attach himself to and in the end he 
moatly lef~ them alone . But there is no apathy . 10 

Mercut~o was of the belief that the anti-German trade leagues, I ' . . . . snou_c 

be one great movement, well organised from the foundation and commanding 
11 

support everywhere ... ' If Mercutio's opinions were credible ~hen one 

cou d deduce that the anti - German trade leagues were localised and not 

affiliated to a national movement . Also they were poor in orga nisation , 

idealistic in nature, lacking in impact, and unable to sustain themselves . 

A year later Mercuti~ was tci write, 

7 

8 

9 

• 0 

~ 1 

.:> ee A\••'• , 24 February, 1916, p.56. 

se e ZH , 13 June, 1916, p.6. 

·.z . s pp ement, 17 June, 1916, p.1, 

ibid . 

.:.:Jid . 



The enthusiasm with ~hich anti -G erman trade leagues 
were formed a yedr or so ago has apparently 
evaporated due to a lack of nourishment. There are 
occasio na l s~gg estions that German goods are still 
reaching the Domin ion, out such incidents are so 
rare and i~cons~ic uous that the public is not 
greatly concern~d about them , 12 

37 . 

Tne ineffectiveness of the anti - German trade leagues to register 

an !~pact on the Dominion's conscience can be explained fu r ther by the 

ex~ ~ tence of anti - German trade literature and the actions of the 

3o ve rn~ent. Throughout the war the news papers waged their own anti 

Gernan trade campaign by printing advertisements urging the purchase of 
13 14 

3ri~ish made goods and articles on British and German trade. 

Similarly, there appeared anti-German trade pamphle ts . In Christchurch 

~r 1 916, a pamphlet entitled, War Fictures and Their Obvious Lesson was 

prir~ed . The pamphlet was given weight in content wi th articles wri tten 

oy s~ch i ndividuals as J .B. Laure nson (President of the Industria l 

Co~~oration of New Zealand). James Macintosh (President of the Wellington 

:r ~ ~oer of Commerce) , and D. b . Sull ivan (President of the New Zealand 

u~ : ~ ed Federation of La~our) . The pamphl e t also made an appeal to the 

inci~idual to sign a pledge not to purchase e oemy goods and thus strike 

a b:o~ at t e Germans. Similarly , women were asked when shopping to 

thi•k of 'o r boys' and wh en buying British made goods, to ask for them 
1 5 

by their British or colonial name. 

With the use of atrocity pictures, a ve nomous rhe t oric and 

ho~:i fic cartoons. the write rs of this piece of anti -German trade 

iterat~re attempted to incite anti - German feel ings . Heading eacr page 

wa3 the caption, '\-/hen You See The Words Mad e I n Germany, Remember What 
1 6 

Gernany Made In The Year 1914 .' Similarly , the cartoon, Will You Tra ff_c 

~i:~ The Mur~ere~, asked, . 17 'D id you buy from th1s monster?' This theme 

2 

3 

• 6 

1 5 

6 

, 7 

AW~, 5 July, 19)7, p.14.' 

see e . g . re ' Buy British ' advertisements, A\o/N , 11 February, 19 5 , p . 73; 
~ 8 february, pp. 75, 83 ; 29 April , p. 7; 22 June, 1916, p . 69 ; 27 Ju2. :,, 
p. 79 ; 8 ~arch , 1917, p. 7 and 2 Ju y , p. 58 • 

see e . g. re British and German trade , AWN , 3 Feoruary, 1916, p.51 ; 
2 '·larc , p.19; 23 ,_.arch, p.51 and 26 October, p.49 ; The Pre •.;s , 
20 Jar. ary , 1917, p. 7; 23 January, p. 7; 27 January, p. 7. 

see Anti-Ger~an Trade Campaign, War Pic tur es and Their Obvious Lesson, 
[·y::-i.stc rch , 1915 , p.20. 
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THE LOVERS. 
It now IMohm•f"'A G"""--•1 to treat with klnduf'M 1t11 ahr new friend, Jkohr:lum.-~lax nardl!'n, ti\P Ge rman publ!ci! l 

( TM ,,oo .. t' t'loqut'nl cartoon Is ta,ttn from tM SgJMg .1)ullrlin ''. ) 

WILL YOU TRAFFIC WITH THE MURDERER 1 

L
OOK at thla t.nle-to-llfe repn..entaUon of 

the tempor.r'T triumph of a llead.lah, blood
gluUMI. hHtlal and LM~rfldloua roe. Look 

Ill th041e buiJinc. br.wny dnewa, ao e loquent or 
Urute foref!. Th ey wr r-e produced taraely by a 
diet of Arltlab r;old. Old \'OU buy from tbla 
mon1ter! Old JOU ! Then J'OU helped f~rba~ 
tnnOI'Pntly enough I to ~df"n that reektn« blade. 
After tbf" war- c ru•be-d , but at.IIJ German at 
heart- thla lawle .. brute will abave. wuh, POWder, 

ud perfumf> hhnaelf out of 111\ M!('upiUon. On« 
apln h f" •Ill llretW"DI blnuu•lf at tbf" Jlomlnlon·a 
commercial door -. Ilk hat. froc·k coal. glo\' PII 111111 
all. With a veueo•r o f F.n~llah tJOlltPneu hP • •Ill 
&&aln aollf'lt )'our pat"' n•«*" for his cooda---rhPaJJ, 
c heaper, and ebee.pest yet : " )lade In "-well. 
~;vm· pla<:t> under the 111n I!'XrPJll GPrmanr I ll 
you will hut beJif"\P It ' 1. StAy' Ca n )'ou com
mf"nN! tbla d~~onwahle outlawed trad~> &!!aln .. Ca n 
fOil ~ f'ou]l( roll f" \'f'r look liD (nn(Jf'PDI \\'flman 

or a prattl\11~ d1lld In the fa~ a~tllln U' you 
bPipeod to replac:• th is c rue l. lustrul, uut1.1neable 
bt-UI UflOD th,• <'OIIllli f'M' ial Lhrone ~ :Xo. nt\' .. r ! 
lmol,.l UIJOn no Jlllrl•hase flf yours enoour&I'IDJ: an y 
llm1 'l'hic:b would make an unpatrloUc pe1111 ~ In 
s uch a loatbaome way. See Lhat picture~ God 
kno•·11. It's tnte ! Aad yet no plcture can repf"-a,.nt 
to thf' fu ll thl' .,.·anton bloodsb@d. th~ lust, the 
ocean of IIUft'e rlllll tnni('ted by thiS WOrld-IK"GUrXt! 
- GermanJ! 

( ~n~i -German Trace Ca~paign 1 1ar Pictures And T~eir 0 
C .ristchurch . 1916 1 p,44, By Courtesy Alexa ncer Turn b u 1 

3 [3 . 
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pre vailed througho~t the ~ar and in 1918 another pamph let entitled, 

The ~ ~eire's Task, The Story of the Menac e of German Trade, contin ue d 

to peddle the same tune . 

Keep Germa ny out ;of our markets and the nox ious 
s uper grow ~ n of the German s ~perstate will be 
a t o;;ac ked a t: t:he root, the de a dly nightshade 
foliage will wither and supe~ Germany will cease 
to be a ~en a ce ~o t: he peace of the world; i . e. 
Ger~any will be fcrced to giv e up the su perman 18 
pose anc will re vert to normal human cond itions . 

The anti - German t rade leagues and the patriotic literature helped 

to creat:e an aware ness of the issues involved, but they contributed little 

1 ~ concrete terms to ef fe ctively ous t the Germa n trader, The Government, 

ho~ e ver , was more successful in redu c ing the number of Ge r man goods 

entering the Dominion . 19 Prior to 1915, Germany was one o f the principal 

co ~• tries frcm wnich the Dominion impo r ted goods . Afte r 191 4, impo r ted 

go o~s from Ger~any decreased markedly as the tabl e o f sta tistic s 

ir.cicates . 

~ 9: 3 
• ...... ~ 1 
1 ';1 ~ 

1 s. 5 

1 a · ,., • ~ . 0 

19 ' 7 

S18 

19' 9 

1 5 

9 

2 

Irrp c ~t s From Principal Co un tries : 1913 - 19 19 

( l . )20 \.'a ~ e in Pounos 

i 
Lln i"teci I United 
Ki r.a dor, Australia Canada 5 ta te s German y 

13.312,193 2,91L,848 452,519 2 , 107,990 687, 9 35 

11,955 ,9 46 3,376,371 479,140 2,282,96 6 620,4 ']0 

11,141,067 3 , 554,5 35 79 7, 816 2,600,24 8 7, 790 

13,869,4 55 .::, 002,171 757,286 3,969,925 4 , 287 

8,817 , 519 3,660,931 757,041 3,900,658 ~ ' 33 

8 , 977,725 5,1 33,412 930,964 4 , 980, 748 393 

11 839 430 5 081 968 1 622 234 7 576 314 23 

re Erp i re' s Ta sk : The Story of the Menac e o f Germ~n Trad e , 
Cnris'::church, 1918, p.39. 

s ee commerce section on enemy trading in New Zealand Offi c ia l 
Ye a rbook, 917 , pp.375-379. 

1920, p.153 . 

I 
I 
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A STRAIGHT TIP .AT THE OFFICE WINDOW. 

(An~i-German Trade Campaign, War Pic tu res And Their Obvio~s Le sso~ . 
ChristchLrch, 1916, p,23, By Courtesy Alexander Tur nb~ll ~i ~~-~. l 



21 
A sinilar trend was e vident in othe= countries opposed to Germany . 

41 • 

• t ~as 1924 whan Ne w Zealand began ~o import in earnest fr om Germa ~; 

a:;ai-. . By 19 39 Germany 1·1as still cJrable to retain the pre - 1914 status 

a s ~~ e of the Dominion's pr incipal t rading part ners . 

In late 1915, the Women's An~i-German League (WAGL), of wh i ch 

L a~ 1 Anna S~ou~ was the President , eme r ged to reinforce the ta sk o ~ 

oe~i; rating Ge r many . The League was supportive of t he anti - German ~rade 

: aa;_es , but it concentrated primarily on Germans alrea dy resident within 

~ne 2ominion . The objectives of t~e WAG L reflec t ed the desire to pla ce 

all ~a=mans under close sc r uti ny by preventing their enlistment in the 

arT y and e mployment in positi ons of responsibility. Th e League also 

wan: ed the laws relating to the nat uralisati on of aliens amended a nd the 

re~-=n to Parliament , irrespective of pa rt y , candidates who sympat hised 

W:t.., ... - ~he ~eague ' s objectives . Consequently , the WAGL was eager to as sis~ 

J c, - Payne's (~ember of Pa rliame nt for Grey Ly nn) campaign agains t ene my 

alie ~ s a-.a ~n pa rticular the case of Lieutenant Grierson . They were al so 

s-p~~rtive of J . Vigor Brown ' s (Me moer o f Parliament f o r Napier) 

~l e-: .. :-alised S b j ects Franchise Bill. 

The Leag~e was active throughou~ the early months of 1916 a : d " hey 

re:: ~ i,JeC much publicity over the support given to Payne in t he case 

a~ 3 ~nst ~ie u tena•t Grierson . Payne was an ardent alien h un ter who 

ac~_ired no~oriety ir che Hous e for his anti - German statements anc 

On one occasion Pa yne sa id , 

The public are beginnin g to wo nder whether we have not 
Gernans in the Cabinet •••• ! have been told that the 
~inis ter of Justice is of Germa n extra c tion - that he 
ha c a German moth er . 22 

?a yn e and the membe rs of the WAGL accused a young Ne w Zeala -. d Ar~ y 

officer, Lieutenant Grierson, of being a German sympathiser on the ba sjs 

tha~ he app a ded che efficiency of Germany at a social gathering. 

a s ~aterne-.t i n mixe d company in 191 6 was a folly and Grier son ' s ~ : . i ta ry 

2 i 

22 

1 9 2 2- 2 3 ' p . 55 3 ; 
;J . •;('9; 

S:.a:istical 1928 , p.673. 

e. Zealard Parliamen~a rv Debates (N Z?IJ), Vol.173, 191 5 , p .13 2 . Fo r 
;·_r-:l-er questions by Payne see Vol.171, 1914, p.41 7 ; Vol.17J, 19 16, 
pp.373 - 76, 449 and 680 , 
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career was n o doubt jeopardis ed by the undue publicity . 
,23 

Madame Ida Boeufve 

le~ the League's delegation at the inquiry and she was often cross 

exs,ined for prese nting faulty e vidence . The case against Gr ierson was 

lo s ~. 

The Leag_e fa~led to ac cept the de ci sio~ and co nt i nued t o agitate 

~ c::- Grierso~ 's disr::is sal . On 3 ~1a_ , 1916, th e ~vAGL waited on the Min ister 

o- Defenc e, James Allen , to plead their cas e before him.
24 

Allen , however, 

d~sag::-eed with the League's argume t . The League now co ns idereo se nding a 

p~:ition to the King via the Gover ro r asking for his intervention and the 
2S 

re~oval o f Grie::-son from the army. The Grierson inqui ry did not receive 

t he support which the WAGL would have hoped for . Instead, The Press saw 
26 

t~e Nev Zealand Times as, ' ••• ende a vo uring to stimulate ill feeli ~ g ••• ' 

h I." G L ' k . . h . f I 
2 7 s . . 1 1 . ... . a 'ia t • e.~ ."'\ as , ••• rna ~ng m~s c ~e • ~m~ ar y, one wr~~er ~ r, 

PalTersto~ No ::- th i nterpreted the Leag ue's activities in the inquiry as 

bei ng ·~ack stairs ousiness •
28 

while a pamphlet de s c r ibed the inquiry as , 

' 1 b ' ' 2 9 so -e mn ~=~esqLe , 

D~ring breaks in th e inquiry the WAGL campaigned in Hawkes Bay in 

an a:tempt to enlist s ympat hy for th e Leag ue by appealing to wome 1 At 

t~ei = opening meeting in Ha st ings, Boeufv~ asked the women presen : tG 
30 

ne :.p, ' .•. p:.1t oown the pro- German movement in New Zealand ' wt-.a t · 

3oeufve meant by a pro- German movement was not made clear. Perhaps she 

wa s attemptin9 ~o sensat~onal ise he r rhetoric by focusing on shirkers a~d 

apa:hetic citize ns as being pro - German . At a second meeting in Hdsti ~~s . 

ir t= e patriotic fashi on, Beatrice Day, the treasurer of the WAG~ recited. 

'We Want A Hundred Thousand Men' a nd Mrs Dudley Hill sa ng 'T he Marsei!la1 s ~ 

23 

2 3 

I 
Madame Eoeufve , vice preside n t of the WAGL, was the wife of 
Rebert Boe ufv ~ , Residen t Minister of France , in South America . She 
· ad an only son in the Ne w Zealand forces and a brother who was a 
5ritish General . see New Zealand Time s (NZT), c. April, 1916 . 

ZT , 3 t-1a y , 1 9 T 6 , p . 4 . · 

see The Press, 6 Ma y, 1916 , p.9. 

~ re Press , 5 May , 1916 , p. 7 . The NZT supported the WAGL in tneir 
ag · ~ation for Grierson's dismissal . 

ib l. . 

v~-a,:;:;~u Jailv Ti-nes (·IDT), 25 April , 1916 , p . S. 

~e r~t~ About The Grierson I nguiry, Wellington, 1916, p.1 . 

~a,o~kes nay Hera l a (H EH) , 17 April, 1916, p . 6 . 
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ana 'Till The Boys Come Home . ' 

The campaign meetings co nduc t ed by the WAGL were distinctly 

43 . 

~atriotic i n nature . For instance, at a meeting held in Napier, which 

was presided over oy J . Vigor Bra.m, Boeufve pleaded, 

_ appe3l t~ you the women of Hawkes Bay to join the 
Anti - German League and come forward to help us put 
down ~nis horri b le pro- Germa n feeling in New Zealand . 
The ha~d of Ger~a n y is gripping New Zealand in its 
:ran grasp. Let us stand together and free the 
co~~ :ry from this curse •••• For the sake of the 
living and the dead help us now and stand together. 
To be truly British we must be anti - German . 32 

After representatives of the WAGL had left Hawkes Bay an advertisement 

appeared in the Hawkes Bay Herald urging the people to 'Be Patriotic -
33 

Joi~ the Anti- German League .' The next centre to feel the sting of 

the WAGL venom was Palmerston North. 

The members of the WAGL were invited by the Palmerston North 

aL t ~orities to participate in the first annual celebration of ANZAC day. 

U p c~ arriving the League found that their reputation had preceded them . 

~ne correspondent who wrote to the Manawat u Dail y Times described their 

=~e:~ric as, 'cock and bull stories .•
34 

The writer attempted to qLalify 

he s tatement by quoting a segment of the League's propaganda from t he 

re::e:n Ha1vkes Ba y campaign, ' •.• that the spread of infantile paral ys1s .-
i. n 'J ew Zea:a nd is due to Germa n agents spreading mi crobes about '~::J 

Sir~!arly , the editor o f the Ti mes commented on the Leag ue 's presence as 

a • 
I ' t f • t • • • I 36 . .. somewna un ortJna L ns p1ra t1on . 

T. e ANZAC service was supposed to witness the passing of eLlogie s 

in ::o ~emoration of those soldiers who fell at Gallipoli. Instead, tne 
1 A ~ ~ us ed t he service as a platform for the disseminatio n of their own 

bra ~d of a n ti -G erman propaganda. At the forefront was the propaga : ior 

of •nqua ified statements based on the ubiquitous German spy who was 

3 
-l Brl , 1 9 April, 1916, p . S. 

32 a · 18 April, 19 6 , p . S. , 
33 

' 3'1, 24 April, 1 916, p. 1 • 
34 

'.~ [' lac. cit; . . 
35 

ibia. 
36 

I·'~ T, 26 April, 1 916 , p.4. 
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be-ie ved to be masq uerading as the naturalised alien, At the servi ce the 

L ea~ _ e informed the audience that, volunteering was waning in the far 

~ or~~ oecause t he men i n that locality were afraid to leave their homes 

f or fe ar of t he imminent menace involved in the presence there of 

:o,:J: ar~ed Austria ns; that German firms in New Zealand were being 

a_l ow ed to wax fat on war profits ; that Heligo land was being used as a 

Zep~ e lin ba s e for attacks upon Great Britain ; that all naturalised or 

~nna ~ ~ =alised Germans were the pled ged obedient vass~ls of the Kaiser; 

t ha~ ~here were one thousand Germans in different departments of the 

Gover~me n t service here; that there was evidence to show that 

. ew Z:eala nd troopers at Gallipoli with German sy~pathies had altered the 

ci~e f uses in the guns in such a way as to decimate the front line of 

Aus tralian troopers; that an interned German consul's son with a 

comm~ssion was being taught flying at an aeroplane school at Aucklandt 

t ~a~ German s ympathisers were habitually given military preferment and 
37 

~romo ~ion by t hose in high places, 

The clai~ s of t he WAGL remai ned largely unsubstantiated and ~he 

T i - e~ e ji t oria l reflected a disposi~ion of doubt. Furthermore, it 

sc · :- ~e d a n o~e of re;::-et , that the League had ever been invited, ' ... we 

re ~=~t t ~a t th ese untowa rd disputations were allowed to superimpose 

c!'-e -:- .,; elv e s c.; pan a fu nc t ion promoted for quite a different purpose.' 
3 6 

Fr c:- Pa l merston North the WAGL ventured back to Wellington to prepare f or 

~~e ;1rs t ge n er~l me e ti ng of the League and the analysis of the acti vitie s 

uve r ~h e first quar 't er of its existence, From that meeting the WAGL 

boasted of 1500
39 ffi e ~b ers and the distribution of forty packages of 

40 
i~ e rature and 31,000 pamphlets. 

Cne s uspec~s that the WAGL did not assume any extensive size . but 

rat ' er re mained a singular Wellington based patriotic organisation. It 

fai"ed to demonstrate any influential clout and at times the League was 

t ne brunt of criticism. The . overall impression one gets of the WAG L i s 

Firstl y , the organisation was desirable in the disorgan i sed 

ca rpa i gn of denigration towards Germany, but the rhetoric wa s some~ ~a 

37 
s ee ibid . 

Je 
i :::.·c. 

39 
'Z., 20 ay, 1916, p.4 . 

.! 0 
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questionable. Secondly, they stood in the rank - and - file as a further 

express i on of animo s ity rather than as a tangible c ontribution to the 

war effort. Fu r thermore, their viru lent anti - German rhetoric, instead 

of ceing r espe cted polemical issues, may have be e n a sourc e of litera r y 

enter~ainment for s ome . 

T~e members of the WAGL saw their patriotic vocation in agitating 

asai~st the resident e nemy alien, whereas other organisations envisaged 

~ ~ei r vocation in the role of the provider. Motivated by the events of 

Gallipoli a small gathering of fift y
41 

parents met in the St , Mathews Hall 

in A~cklana to d iscuss John Potter's proposal to establish an Empire 

De~cnders Parents' Leag ue (EDPL) . The aim of the EDPL was to provide for 

the well being of sons who were on active duty , One of the arguments 

expounded i n support of the League was that n o one c ould cate r f o r a 

soljier's need as adequately as a parent. Als o as members , they would be 

ab:e ta console one another in times of grief . This was something which 

t , e war relief associations were unable t o perform because of their size 

ana formal, bu rea uc ratic nat ure . 

The EDPL we re not i n terested in e stablishing another patrio tic 

fu nd, but they did desire representation on the executive of the APPWRA 

as an auxilia r y unit. The membe rs of the APPWRA were not overt l y receptive 

t o tnis idea beca use they perceived the EDPL as being an organisation whi ~ h 

could e ncroa ch on their territory . A. G. Lunn of the AP PWRA said, 'If 

another League was formed then it would be an ill thing for the former end 
4 2 

it wo uld mea n duplication and extra cost . ' Thos e memb e rs who 

participated in the activities of the EDPL were not from the upper 

ec nelons of Auckland society, but were merely ordinary citizens who wished 

to contribute more to the war effort than through their p ockets . Qne 

p arent claimed the EDPL could include the workers whereas the APPWRA was 
43 

ainly composed of, 'well- to- do- folks . ' A distinctive feature of the 

League was the wearing of badges in the shape of a maltese cross to 

ind~cate that their sons were at the front, This cross was worn in a bi d 

to put t o shame t hose eligible men who stayed behind ,
44 

42 

4 3 

1ZH , 31 August, 1915, p . 4 . 

A!t 1, 2 September, 1915, p . 22 . 

.'ZH , 31 Aug ust , 1915, p . 6 . 

see ibid, 
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In January , 1915, the ational Service League (NSL) was f ounded 

in A_ckland by one F. Norris at the req uest of soldiers leaving for the 

fro,..-: . 8~ring 1916 , in response to the r equest , Norris toured the 

Coririor. attempting to gain support fo r the NSL . In some areas like 

Yas:2rton, which later became t he Leag ue's headquarters, agencies were 

es~ a ~~is~ec ta distribute li ~ erat ure and conduct the League's business . 

- r.e '.SL •,..as fo::r.ec with a view to maintain and ensure a fu tur e interest 

:~ e Dominion's me n who were fighting for the Empire. One of the 

was t o arouse respect fo r the soldiers, especially amongst 

c~i:.cren . and 
. 45 

to assist the soldier in a ny way po ss~b le. 

The members of the NSL were guide d by a code of c ha ritable ethics . 

for instance, they were asked to refrain from treating a returned soldier 

~o .:..:.quor ; to enlist the aid of the nea rest war relief associa tion ; to 

er.ceavour to acquir e a vocation for the soldier; to patronise stores 

e~p:oying disab ed soldiers ; t o refrai n from engaging a retur ned soldier 

in a conve rsation about the war and members were asked to purchase 
46 

~eM Zeala~d made goods . The NSL also had cards placed in shop windows 

cec :ar ir.g that , 'This Business Is Under The Patronage of the National 
47 

Se:: . ice League .' Th i s indicated that a returned soldier was employed 

i n ~~at par ticular shop. 

In Nove mbe r, 1917, Norris a tte mpted to enlist the aid of the APPWRA. 

He s~;ge s~ed ~hat the two organisations should conduct a l ec ture campai gn 

thro~ghou~ ~he A~ckland province showing lantern slides of what di sabl ed 

s olcie r s could accomplish on return to the community and also help 

s~re~g~hen ~he ant.:. - German trade campaign.
48 

It is quite possible that 

the ca paign was also an a~tempt to help boost interest in the APPWRA's ·. 

Discha rged Soldiers Tuition Committee .
49 

The NSL attempted to re-settle 

the returned soldier into civilian life and the overall motivating 

phi~osophy of tne League was borne by their motto - 'Fighting Men Fi rst. •
50 

It is interesting to note that the NSL antedates the Returned Soldiers 

48 

49 

50 

see All , 14 December , 1916 , p.19. 

see 'ationa- Serv:.ce League, Fightino Men First, Auckland, 191 6 , p. 8 

see mir~tes , 14 r\ov e mber, 1917, p,3. 

see c~.2. p.2 9 , 

; _,;',, 2 January, 1916, p.19. The motto was ad op ted after the Marque-: :> 

!nciden~ in whic~ ~he nurses on that ill fated vessel stood b~ck cry~~; 
•f:.;n ing ~e~ Fire • ' 
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Association, at least in objectives. 

The t-lilitary Service Act of 1 ·August, 1916, and the call up of 

seco-d division reservists prompted th e emergence of the Second Division 

Leas~e (SDL) . This League closely mirrored the intentions of the EDPL, 

a:t~ough in character the SDL was akin to the APPWRA. The SDL desired a 

revision of pay and war pensions so that appeals to patriotic funds 

NOUl~ be eliminated. One suspects that the SDL had lost confirlence in 

~ h e ·efficiency and administration of the war relief associations. 

Eit her that, or, the SDL were pro-Government and wished to popularise 

the idea that the Government should accrue the administration of war 

funds and not the war relief associations. In the light of the uncertainty 

surrwunding the Government's designs on the funds and the possessiveness 

which the war relief associations displayed in the administration of war 

funds such an a s s~mption was a valid possibility. 

Throughout 1917, branches of the SDL were formed. A preliminary 

meet:ng of the Ca n ter~ury SDL, held in March, witnessed a very argumentative 

dis~:ay . The motio n to carry out the provisions of the Defence Act and 

li litarv Service Act was defeated due to the presence of a strongly 
51 

represented anti-milita~ist lobby. In July, the Auckland branch was 
52 

formed with an initial memb ership of 400 people. At the first SDL 

co nfe rence held in Ne w Plymouth in July, there was a delegation present 

. 91 53 f represent1ng branches of the League, by ar the most exte nsive of 

any ~a~ rio~ic or gan isation (excluding the war relief associations). 

to t~e confere nce the re existed a number of disparities between the 

va r ious constitutions of the League. However, the outcome of the 

Pri wr 

co nfere nce witnessed an affiliation of the branches under one constit u tion 

hich wa s thereafter named the National Federation of New Zealand Second 

Divis"on Leagues . 

In January, 1917, at Hastings, there emerged another patriotic 

org-nisation which was neith~r anti -German nor concerned with 'our ~oys .' 

~at~ar, it was co ncerned for society and, in particular, the socie y 

5 
see A . .J~ ' , 8 ·la rc , 917 , p.JD. 

52 
t.. ': ., 19 ~uly , 1917, p.45, 

53 
of the Second Division League Confere nce, New Plymouth, 
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wea t ~ering t~e struggle for civil isation , The Empire Service League 

~ES~ ) , ' , ,, sprang from an idea . .. and was not the outcome of a carefully 
54 

prepared and deliberately tho ught out plan.' The ESL was a very 

ide a :istic movement ~hose phi losophy was utopian in character and 

impcssible to implement. For i nstance , the broad ideal which the ESL 

a imeG for was, 

.. . national unity - a clo ser a nd mare s ympathet ic 
co~:-aceship ar.d cooperation oetween all citizens 
and classes a nd betwne n all ~eoples and countries 
of the Empire combin~ ~ with the freedom of e a c h 
of such ~eoples to manage it s own individ uality, 
the privilege of s el f Govern ment being extended 
to ever y community within the Empire that proves 
capable of exercisin g it , 55 

Percival Witherby , the fou nder of the ESL, in an interview with 

the Evenir.o Post , said , 

· . . . I sometimes wonder whether we ought not, in one 
.,1ay , to be grateful for it [war] , for it has 
already cone for the British race what not hing 
else co uld have done . It has wakened it.56 

Wit~e rby wa s of the belief that the war concealed a moral purpose and he 

•no r .::e:-ed 1<1hether Europe deserved peace, 1 . , , when "our boys" were be ing 

kil:ed at the front a nd ye t there was still gambling being carried on, 

c las s was still set against class ,,, and labour and capital we re stil l in 
57 contest .' If the Empire was to learn from the war then, •,,, wars will 

b . 'b' ' '11 58 
e ~ pass~ ... e ana w~ cease . ' 

The views propaga t ed by Witherby were idealistic and nebulo us . 

T~e titles of ESL pamphlets also reflec t ed this idealism, for instance, 

Witherby's Wha t Freedom Means (1917), America's Peace Programme,, , With An 

I r. erpretation of Its Inner Me a n ing (1918), and Earl Roberts', The Su preme 

D ~ ty of A Citize~ (c . 191 7) , One wonders how the ESL envisaged influencing 

public op i nion when their rhetoric bordered on intellectual pedantics. 

e ordinary citize n would have bee n at a loss to comprehend their writings . 

Of a_l the patriotic organisations the ESL was the most impractical beca se 

54 

55 

56 

5 

58 

~ • Wit erby, re Emoire Service League : Report of the Firs 
Corfere.,ce, /ellington , 1918, p . 14 . 

' he Empire Se r vice League', in New Zealand Capital and La bou:- Review . 
Vo -.2 , . o . .:i , J ne , 1918, p . 15, 

:: v e ~ in g Po s t , 9 Ma y , 1 91 7 • 

i 'd . 

ib d . 
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of wrat it desired to a chieve. If the ESL had included provisions 

· t· 59 ~ t· G t f th lf f wi th i , t e ob J eC ~ves O • an an ~- erman na ure or or e we are o 

'ou r boys' : ne n by i t s versatility it may have acquired serious attention. 

I n stea d, only six
60 

bra n ches of the cSL were ever established, but 

i n te=esti ng ly e n ough t he ESL was still in existence in 1932.
61 

~any o f t he patriotic organisations which can be categorised as 

e i t he r a ~ ti -German or co ncerned for the welfare of 'our boys' were 

ra t e r obsc u re, especially in comparison with the war relief associations . 

Fo r i~s ta n ce, amo ng st the more obscure there was Gisborne's British 

P rot ec tion League of 1914, which boycotted the shops of foreign tradesmen 

an d ~~ e War League which / mirrored the SDL , However, despite their overall 

i ~ e f : e ct i ve n e ss an d s hort comings o n e should not neglect the significance 

of tr e a f ore men t ioned patriotic organisations. By their very existence 

t~e ; l e n~ we i ghc t o the fact that the Great War was viewed as a popular 

ne mere fact tha t the conflict moved not so well known indiv i duals 

t c e ~ ~a b li s h p a : riotic organisations was indicative of the impact which 

t r e G=eat Wa r had o n th e popular mind. If these patriotic organisations 

s er v=d a ny p u rpo s e a t all d uring the 1914-1918 conflict it was to visibly 

e xp r~ss a nd ~r measure t h e gravity of the war and its impact on the 

Domi n ion. 

ss 
6 0 

61 

~ ee Apper d ix C. 

~i~•er~y . p.3. 

a ee ~uss 3or o - ; CoJncil Q een Car n ival File: 1915, G.16 ( he! d 
Ca te= b r y U•i ersi t y. Library). Contains ESL objectives and s ~rdrj 
i•forma t ion for · 19 32, 



Cha pter Four 

I N CUEST OF EFFICIE ~CY : WAR 

F U~ D LEGISLATIO J AND AD MINISTRATION 

so . 

The Great War was not the f~rst occasion which saw New Zealanders 

SJ ~s cribe to p a tri o tic funds. During the Boer War, funds had been 

es~a ~lished to help equi p the conti ngen ts bound for South Africa. 

Hc~ever, the exi s te n ce o f pat r i oti c fu nds may be traced back further 

t h3 r the Beer War years to the year 1855. In that year a patriotic 

f J~ d was es ablished i n the Auckland province, which, at its close 

=e a lised a total of i1,051 fro m A cklanders and £106 1s 6d from the 
1 

Ea y of Plenty . It is quite possible that the fund was established to 

~e~ p eqJip British soldiers who we re engaged in hostilities in the 

:ri-ea ~ Similarly, the Great War was not the first occasion upon which 

le ; ~ s ~a t io ~ was passed in the Domi n ion in the name of patriotism. In 

1 90 3, t e Patriotic Fu~ds Ac t was passed which was intended to act as 

a: cfficial guideline to the expe nditure of surplus patriotic funds 

ra~ s ed i n co nnection with the Boer War. 

Unlike the Boer Wa r, legislation pertaining to patriotic funds 

wa s pas s ed from the outset of the Great War and beyond its cessation . 

~ o : only d i d this reflect t he gravity of the situation, but it was also 

nece ssary in order to control the larg e amounts of incoming funds . On 

15 August, 1914 , the War Co n tributions Validation Act was passed wh ich 

e na~led monetary contrib utions to be paid into the Empire Defence Fund . 

D ring the early mon ths of the war it became visibly apparent 

t n~: the war had disrupted the normal functioning of life in the 

oM i ~ io n . owhere was this more pronounced than at the base of society -

t e ra~i: y . So~s and husbands who had volunteered left behind 

de pe~de ts who were s udd e nly faced with the ominous reality that the 

' =ead - winner' had departed, Apart from savings that each family may 

.a~e had a reg ula r source of income was now absent, In order to relieve 

see Subscriptions In Aid of Patriotic Funds, Auckland Province, 1855 
( e o Auck and P ublic Library). 
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~ is dist re s s o n the home front the War Contributions Validation Act 

J _-~e r Two as passe d on 5 November, which enabled money to be paid 

-~ -- -u nd s estab ishe d by the Gover nment and local authorities. These 

act ~ we re to fo r m the basis of patriotic fund legislation for the first 

Once t~e ~ ew Zealand Expeditionary Force had departed the fund 

r ai~~~g ventures switched to the Empire's allies and in particular 'brave 

!i~~le 3 e-gi urn .' However, after the events of Gallipoli and the return 

~o-= of wounded a n d disabled soldiers the fund raising emph~sis switched 

~e: asain to 'o u r boys.' This, coupled with the increased responsibility 

a ~. '- g rowth of patriotic societies administering funds helped make the 

'a = Co~tribution Validation Acts obsolete. They were simplistic in 

str~cture and d es i gned for a short war and were thus, unable to cater 

fw= the i nc reased war momentum of 1915. 

On i 1 October, the War Funds Act was passed which was, ' ••• to make 

pr~ :is ion for the administration and control of moneys raised wholly or 

i~ ~a rt by private s~bscr iption for purposes of or incidental to the 
2 

presen~ war .' The Act also made it an offence to collect subscr i ptions 

•o r un ds ~ithou~ a permit. The Government's representative in patriotic 

f~-d ratters , t~a ationa l War Funds Council, was also establiahed under 

t~e Act .. Very little debate was entered into in the House over the War 

f' ~ -:::s Bill . The war ~ime necessity of providing quick, effective 

le;: s la~ion outweighed the need for lengthy debate. The Act was to 

rerain the sir.sle ~os~ important piece of legislation pertaining to the 

war f u ds a nd pa~rio~ic societies during the war and post-war per l od. 

Tn e Ac~ in effect became the cornerstone of war fund administration wh i ch 

as s •bject to minor amendments in the War Legislation Amendment Act 

( 9 6) , t e ar Legislati on Act (1917) and the War Funds Amendment Act 

(1.; 8). 

o cate r for t e patriotic fund activity two other pieces of 

j_e;is_a ion were a .. e ded : the Auctioneers Act of 1908 and the Gaming Act. 

C- ~ uctober, t. e A ~tioneers Amen dment Act was passed which gave 

i-:i,icva s ~ e a~~ ority to cond uct an auction in the name of patriot ism 

2 . .. . _ .. Ze:~a-c S:a:.::es , tlo.4 1, 1915, p.285 • 
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as long as the proceeds were contributed to a named f und, T ~ e Ac t ~ es 

intended to protect donors from unwittingly subscribi ng ~o 2 L ~: io-s 

where the proceeds were not intended to be contrib u ted to a f ~r ~. T- e 

auction was a novel way of raising funds and unscrup ~ lo u s auc~i ~- e e ~ s 

knew that objects auctioned ~ Jld realise more than their tr ~ e ~a - ~ e if 

it was advertised that proceeds would go to a fund. The a~erded ac t wa s 

in effect a protective device to prevent such unscrupulou s act i vitie s . 

On 12 October, the Gaming Amendment Act was passed wh ic h e r a ~ led 

property to be disposed of by way ·of raffles for the be nefit of t he war 

fund s , The Act also stipulated that on the cessation of hostilities 

that part of the Act relating to the war funds wo~ld be repealec. The 

debate in the House over the Gaming Amendment Bill provided t h e li velies~ 

discussion of ~he legislation pertaining to the funds, Those who 

opposed the Act did so on the grounds that gambling was unpatriotic.
3 

The legislation pertaining to patriotic funds and the attempts to 

achieve a more effective management of the funds was dominated by a n 

unwritten, invisible element, This was the imperial theme of efficiency 

which pervaded the British Empire during the early years of the twe~tiet h 

4 
century, The main issues involved in the administration of the fL nds 

such as: the lack of uniformity in the administering of relief; th e 

avoidance of duplication and overlapping; the questions of reciproca t ia ~ 

of funds between societies; the domicility of the soldier i n relatio~ to 

claims on the funds; and the control of the funds at the regional a nd 
c: 

national levels were all manifestations of the theme of efficiency.-

In order to secure an efficient management of the funds patrio~ic 

societies sought to avoid duplication and overlapping of patriotic 

activities, A case in point was the North Taranaki Patriotic Leag ue's 

application to become incorporated under the War Funds Act o 22 J~ e. 19 6. 

There was some reluctance to allow incorporation from Wellington beca use 

3 

4 

5 

see e,g, NZPD, Vol,174, 1915, pp,379, 381, 365. 

see G.R. Searle, The Quest for ational Efficie-c y , Oxford, 9 
an account of the theme's presence in Britain fro 1 9 9 - 9 t. 

• fa ~ 

In 1917, the theme of efficiency was given institutior a stat ~ s w~e r. 

the Government established the National Efficienc Board. 



i~ NO~ d have meant , 

~ractically over the 

' ••• t he incorporation of two societies worki ng 
6 

same district,' Instead, the War Funds Office 

s -; ~es~e c tha~ the League become a branch of t he Taranaki War Rel:ef 

~asocia~io~ s c that the a c t iv it ies of two distinctly separate 

o:~ ~~ isations opera~ing the same area would be avoided, Another case 

i~ ooin~ was the c on ference held between the APPWRA a nd the Red Cross 

53 . 

Scc:ety of Au c klan d, ' .•• with a view of securing efficient administration 

a ~ o tne p ~e v e ntion of over l a pping. •
7 

The executive of the APPWRA wanted 

~o oefine the s~ ne res of opera~ion of both organisations. After much 

~i sc~ssi on it was agreed that the Red Cross should cater f or the needs 

o~ che soldiers overseas in Englan d while the APPWRA should assume 

sir ila r responsibilities o n the soldiers' arrival in the Dominion. Other 

r.o=e spe c ific areas of responsibility were also defined. 
8 

The effort 

co eliminate t he twin evils of overlapping and duplication was al so made 

Toa-ifest in c he attempt by patriotic societies to achieve a regional 

cocrdina~ion cf fun d activity. 

During t he earl y part of 19i5, schemes were mooted in an ac t e mpt 

~c procu=e a na ~ionalisation of fu nds so that Dominion wide uniformity 

cc __ j be a chie ved . However, there was an inclination on the part of the 

p a ~rio~ic societie s to repudiate such schemes because adherence would 

~a.e meant servit ude t o a central authority sitting in Wellington . 

! ~ stead, a regional co nt rol of funds was sought with a view of unifyi ng 

t:e va=ious sociecies and funds . 

On 7 O c~obe r, J . H. Gunson, President of the APPWRA, travelled tc 

Rotor ua o~ the first se gment of hi s tour to promote the amalgama c1o n o~ 

f~rds in t e Auckland Mil itary District, As well as attempting ~o 

popu:ari se t he notion of amalgamation, so that overlappin g and d up:ica io ~ 

co~:d be avoided in the interests of efficiency, the APPWRA was T.otivated 

oJ a n altru is tic con cern . Each milita r y district would have inc luoed ar 

area wni c h had sent more men out of proportion to its material mea . s and 

6 

7 

8 

J . M. Kinnibu rg h t o Under Secretary, Department of Interna l Affairs , 
5 July , 1916 , War Funds Act - Incorporation of Societies - Nor tn 
- a =a n aki Patriotic League, File IA 30/5/34 (held WAre), 

rrinutes, 22 January, 1918 , appendage Report of Conference Between 
Representa~ives of the APPWRA a nd the Auckland Joint Committee of 
~ e Red Cross Society and Order of St. John. 

see ibid., p.2. 



wo u :d t he refore be un a b le to support those men on their arrival h o me, 

3 y S J pp o r t ing a mal gama t ion t he le ss affl uent areas would be able t o 

a c ~-i r e a s sistance f rom t he more p r o s perous. Th e APPWRA wa s thi n k in g 

i n :er~s o f t he le ss a dva nced areas o f North Auckland and t he King 
9 

2 
_ 10 . . G 

C c~ ~t r y . By 1 Oc tob e r, n i ne o r the te n centres v~s~ted by ur.s on 

54 . 

n a ~ a dopted th e a malgamation proposa ls and by early November unification 

o f :und s had been secured. 

A simi l a r a ~ te mpt wa s also ma de in the Wellington district in 

~a y , 1916 . Th e respon s e was ge nerally favourable although the 

~a r gi tike i a nd Wa verly Patriotic Committees were not in favour with the 

pro posal. Waverly expressed its disapproval by stating that such a 

p r cposal, 

••• wo u ld p r obabl y mea n the loss of a number of 
e nergetic patriotic workers who would decline to 
a ssist f u rt her if local patriotic societies were 
to s urre nder t heir identity to one controlling 
bod y . 11 

! h~s . i n mi crocosm, s uccinctly sums up in part the failure to achieve a 

~ n i fi ca t i on of fu n d s at the national level, 

The re g iona l a tt e mpts to coordinate the funds produced two 

c o> tentious ~ss u e s ; s oldier domicilit y and reciprocity of funds ~ etwee r. 

differe nt soc ie tie s . At t he root of the problem was the confusion 

s ~ r= oun di n g t ~ e r ig~ts of t h e ret u r n ed soldier when applying for c l a ims 

cr : he f un ds , Wa s a s oldier eligible to claim from any society he 

N~s h ed t o c hoo s e from , o r did he have to claim from the society wh i c ~ 

a d~ i n i stered hi s area of residence prior to enlistment? The ens u ing 

de~ate whic h was con d ucted betwee n patriotic societies an~ by the press 

o r ~y s erv e d t o exa cerbate the situation. Th~s confusion no doub t sw un g 

t r e at titud e s o f some pundits of fund administration in the direction 

o : central co n trol . 

J 

. h e APPWRA adopted a liberal policy of reciprocity and assista n ce. 

s ee AltJ. , 2 Sep t e nber, 1915, p.22. 

A'-.~' 1 , 21 October , 191 5, p.22, 

Se cre tary , Wa verly Pa t riotic Committee to G.W. Ru s s ell, Min i s ter of 
I n e r ral Af fa i r s, Co n ference of Patriotic Societies - F orm~ ng o f 
federa t i o n of Socie t ies In Wellington Provincial District 
Fi ~ e IA 29/15/5 ( held WAre). 
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T~e y aided ret urned soldiers regardless of where they had enlisted or 

res:ced prior to enlistment, Some s oldiers, however, depe n di ng 0 1 

w~e=e ~h e y ~a de a claim were less fortunat e. The APPWRA was of the 

ae~~er t ha t if a soldi e r requi red assistance the n he should receive 

ass~sta,ce . 1 2 
In attempt ing to pop ularise the notion of liberal 

reci~rocity thro ughout the Dom i nion t he APPWRA displayed short 

s i ~ ~ ted n ess . The y fai:ed to consider the positions , in relation to 

t~eir own, of less affl uent societies such as those in Westland a n d the 

gecs raphica l significance of such societies as those in Wellington . 

7 ne close proximity o f tw o army training camp s and the disembarki n g of 

t r oops at Wellington would have place d heavy dema nds on the Wellington 

society if liberal reciprocity had be en adopted. Other societies were 

n c: s o willing to adhe re to such a policy advocated by the APPWRA, 

I ns: ead, th ey wer e mo re respons ive to soldiers from their own area. By 

J~ne , 1917, t he domicile issue was far from resolved and societies such 

as ~he South Ca nterbury Patriotic Society sought a definite ruling o n 

the subj ect. 
13 

The confusio n surrounding these issues coupled with the 

failure of th e societies to conform to one · ruling highlighted the lack 

of un iformi ty in fun d management . This in turn helped favour the need 

f== ce nt ral control. 

One o f the early advocates of central control of funds was 

:,P S kerrett of Wellington . In Ju ly, 1915, at a conference of 

p ~ •rio ti c society delega te s from Wellington, Taranaki and Hawkes Bay, 

S~e=rett outlined proposals for a Dominion wide coordination of funds . 

Skerre tt stated that , 

••. all money raised should in some shape or form be 
constit ut ed a Dominion fund by 'pooling' or by 
organising some form of federation so that the 
s ubscrip tions .i.could be administered,,,upon some 
un iform basis . 4 

At th e basis of the scheme was the overall desire to achieve uniformit y 

i n the i~te r ests of e ffi cie ncy and the well being of the soldier and his 

deoend e rts . S~errett was MD doubt prompted, at least in part, by t he 

differe t rates of re ~ief paid out and by the variations in treatme nt 

recei v ed by returned soldiers from district to ·district. For inst ne e, 

i 2 
see A 1 / ~! , 0 Au gust, 1916, p.1 8 , 

3 
see T~e Do~ir. ior, 8 June, 1917, 

C,P. Skerrett, Patriotic Funds; Sugoested Scheme For the 
I 

Orcarisation of -;; .e Funds , \oJellington, 1915, p .2. 



t~e Wai rarapa Pat riotic Society pa id out grants of (5 to every 

r ~:~ r ~ ed sold ie:- while the Taranaki Patriotic Society offered loa ns 

56. 

1 5 
:~ iSJC alongside the state loan for those wishing t o go onto the land. 

' e Deferae r sympathis ed with the need for uniformity and lamented 

f_ :-t her t hat, 

Overseas the y [so ldiers] were on an eq uality of 
pa y , accordi ng to rank, as New Zeala nders fighting 
for the Enpi re. On their return home they are 
either Aucklanders, Wellingtonians and so on. 1 6 

The ove:-all respons e to Skerrett's scheme was not altogether 

-evou :-a ble . The ~ew Zealand Herald believed that the scheme would, 

' ... tend to e l imi nate that healthy rivalry and emulation which exists 

... h . d. t . t d . . '
1 7 Th APP '·'RA dd d ~ ~:ween ~ e var1ous lS r1c s an commun1t1es. e w a e 

t-at th e funds could be, ' .•. administered more effectively by each relief 

assoc i a tion possessing complete autonomy uncontrolled by a central or 

. l . . 18 d 1 f ~n t1ona organ1sat1on.' Also the e egates attending the con erence 

fo ~!ed t c agree on one point of the proposal . Under the scheme, ' ... the 

= ~~ t r o - ling bod y would have power, under certain circumstances, to 

c~~p e l a solvent society to contribute to one that was insolve nt.' 
19 

s~erret t ' s sch e me failed to come to fruitioo largely because it was 

~oic ed prematurely. 

Ir. late 191 5, the Government increased its involvement i r;· war 

F~~d affairs whic h in turn saw the concept of central control flg~re 

no re prominentl y . The presence of the Government was received as an 

: incus threat by pa triotic societies who envisaged the Governme nt 

atte~pting to gain abs olute control of the funds . While the Gover nment 

expre ssed a desire to nationalise the funds in the interest of efficiency 

- ~ e y were n ot overbearing in attempting to persuade the societie s to 

adhere to their line of thinking . The societies, however , grew more 

s -spicious of the Government ' s designs on the funds . This in turn 

r.ot i vated the increased protection afforded to fund management as 

. 5 

j 9 

see Defender , Vol,1, No.8, 1917 , p . 19. 

ibid. 

·ZH, 8 July, 1915, p.4. 

~z~, 20 A.ugust, 915, p.5. 

. ,T.B, Drew , ed., The Official History of Ne w Ze a l and ' s Effort I n 
T e Great War (4 vols. , Auckland, 1923), Vol.4, p.177. 



scepticism towards the Government escalated, 

The scep~icism directed at ~he Government was voiced early in 

~~e war whe n the War Funds Bill was passing through the House, The 

The Minister of In~ernal Affairs evidently desires 
to gain con~rol of the war relief funds, presumably 
ir. order that ~ne money may be employed largely in 20 
relieving the Government of some of its obligations. 

T~~ s alleg3tion may have been true. The War Funds Act established 

ri;id g~idelines which ma de obligations on the part of the societies 

~a tne Government. For instance, the societies were compelled to 

57 . 

f~=nish the Mi niste r of Internal Affairs , G.W. Russell , with a wr i tten 

s :atemer.t describing their particular fund . Fines were imposed if 

s: n ~ements were false or if a society refused to furnish a statement. 

?e · alties were also imposed if funds were expended for an unauthorised 

p .. rpose. Finally, all funds administered by a patriotic society were 

s_jj ec~ ~o a Government audit . This, combined with the establishment 

cf ~he National War Funds Council, which had the authority to assume 
21 

cc~:rol of a fund should the trustees desire them to do so, was 

i - ci~ative of the Government's early attempt to assume a gradual 

c ont ra_ of patri o~ic funds. 

Some patrio~ic societ ies, however, were not overtly receptive 

: c corrcly i,g with the stipulations laid down by the War Funds Act. 

T-e report 8f the officer in charge of the War Funds Office stated that, 

There . as been evidence of reluctance on the part 
of so~e societies to satisfy the requirements of 
tne Act, an d a few have expressed their intention 
of discontinuing their efforts rather than go to 
the ~raub e of supplying the particulars ••• 22 

he report also stated that a number of societies had failed to comp~y 

:t the requests made in a circular of 22 December, 1915, that a balance 

s-eet covering the period up to and including 31 December should be 

"' rwarded . 

"") 
'-

2. 

-.... 1. ~ 

.!ZH, Septer-.ber , 915, p,6, 

Dwring t e co rse of the war the National War Funds Council a ssumea 
co~~rol of t e ~estland Patriotic Committee, the Buller Sick and 
~o nded F~nd a~d the Public Service Sick and Wounded Fund, 

AJHR, H- 22, 1916, p,19, 
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!n an a~te~pt t o establish better relations and define areas of 

rasp~,siji!ity a fully represented patriotic society confere nce wa s 

-e.:.d a: ?arliamen;: Build i ng s on 19 November, 1915, Ma t ters of ge neral 

ir.=~~:a~ce anc suggestiJn s concerni ng the functions of societies; the 

ex;e,di~- ~ e of f~~ds a~ d the respons ibility of the Gover nme nt in 

co~~ec : icn wi:n returne d soldiers was disc ussed. Russell attempted to 

~is?el a~y ~reconceived notions of doubt and suspicion in his opening 

:::d2 :: ess , 

et ~e ~ow re~ove one impression that has got 
a~road ra~ the Gover nment in passing the War 
FL~cs ~ct .. . desired to do what I think one 
A~cklan~ pa~e r de scribed as 'col la ring' the 
pa:::io:ic funds . There has been no such idea 
a~ :re cart of the Government ... 23 

~= - e ~e r, :-e proposals put forward by the Government did little but 

e~~erce the dou~ts and suspicions. The functions of the societies were 

c_ear~y i.~d:~a:ed by the proposals,
24 

whereas the responsibilities of 

~he Goverr~e~t we ::e defined in a nebulous manner. It was proposed that 

:he Governr.ent should acce pt, 

The respors:bi : ity as far as possible for the 
restorat~c n to ment al a nd physical health of 
every re :L r ned so ldier including his t~ansit 
to ~ospi:a! or conva le~cent camp on his return 

' - ' h ~5 tnerer r om :o ~s orne, 

Th e socie ties were als o expected to assist the Government financially in 

so~e of the Government's area s of responsibility. For instance , the 

Go.err.r.en~ establis ed two convalescent homes at Rotorua and Hanmer 

S~rin~s and invited t~e societies to assist financially in their 

es:ajlishment . 

It is hoped the patriotic societies will take 
part in estao ... is . ing these camps thus relievi ng 
t . e war loan fro~ cha rges for this purpose and 
leaving the loan ~oneys to be e mgloyed solely 
"or the prosec ution of the war ,2 o 

A -5.::1, =e garding e Govern, ent' s scheme to allot farmland to soldiers; 

24 

2:; 

26 

2 

·.Has fe_- trat, ' • • . t' e bounty of the Government shou l d be suppi.err.en"tec 
' l . . .' ;. ' I 27 t. e ... oca _ patrlct~c1 soc.le ... ~ e s ..• 

~-Jisor Board - Pa r iotic Societies , File IA 29/ 15/ 6 , Ap pendag e 
~eoo rt of Conference of Patriotic Societies, p.2 (held WAre). 

see Appe.,dix D. 

Fi-e IA 29/15/6 , p.23, 

.:.~id . 

i.:id .' p,2L, 



T e c onference failed to produce anything of significa nce, 

Ir c~ ead, f~r~her do ub t was created. The APPWRA representative at the 

=~- :are~ce , E, ; , Craig, i n reflecting o n the con ference s a id, 

It appeared to me that the Gov ernment were 
feeli ng the pulse , .. o f the va rious associations 
as to how ~3r the Gove r nme n t might call u po n 
our futu ~e f ~n ds for expendi~ure,, .• The sole 
ob ~ ec~ of t ~ e =o~ference in my opinion was an 
attempt to reliev e the Government of some of 
its responsibili~ies .2 8 

If anyth ing positive was gained from the conference it was the 

ce si rability on behalf of the societies to form a central board for 

co ~ sultati on and advi ce representi ng all of the societies. 

On 5 January, 19 16 , Russell sent a circular to the patriotic 

59 , 

so=ieties with a proposal to convene a second conference. Russell felt 

trat ~h e proposals pertaini n g to t he first conference should now be 

ag=eed upon due t o the increased number of soldiers who had returned 

to the Dominion . The re was also a suggestion in the circular to 

~i s c uss de v o~in g part of the f un ds to subsidising hospitals and similar 

in s tit tions for soldiers.
29 

The APPWRA was not in favour of the 

s_;gestion because it was considered to be, •· ... the clear and obvious 

~~: y of the Gove r nment ..• , •
30 

nor was the APPWRA in favour of a second 

co ;- feren ce. Russell reacted to the APPWRA's decision with an 

accLsation that t. h e APP\r/RA, ' .. ,stands charged with misappropriation 

of its pa ~ riotic funds . •
31 

The APPWRA considered Russell's stateme nts 

'irresponsible ' and 'idle talk. 132 

The APPWRA were not alone in their criticism of Russell, The 

O~aoo Dail v Tires s~ated , 

2 ~ 

30 

3 1 

32 

3: 

~e s spect. thaJ Mr Russell's very proper concern 
... is ot wholly disassocia t ed from a desire that 
t · e funds under the control of the patriotic 
associations should be employed, in part, for 
ob j ects other than those for which they are 
present ~e j to ~e ~tilisable.33 

r!- u tes, 2 5 r OJe ber, 1915, Appe ndage Report of Confer~nce of 
=ep =esenta:i es of Patriotic Organisations. 

s ee r.in.Jt. es, 3 Ja:1uary , 1916, p. 3, 

.\ 'h·. , 20 January , 1916, p,21. 

~ ~:1., i-es. 11 Janua ry, 1916. 



T e !i-e s we ~ t f urther to say that Russell was, 

•.. desi ~o u s of s ec u ring a de v olution · to the 
patriotic ass ociations of ce rtain of the 
responsibilities wh ich should be discharged 
b y ~he Government .3 4 

=:ir:::..arl y , the !e1" Zeala nd Herald stated, 

~ ~ . Ru s sell has shown a great interest in the 
f u~ ds, but unfortunately his c oncern for their 
ao~ i ~ istration and his desire for their union 

a ve always bee n accomp lis hed by an evide nt 
a nxie: y co get the departments he controls 
into the position of being able to draw upon 
their banking acc o unt s . This has •.. made local 
con~itt ee s suspicious of Mr. Russell's 
confere nces . 35 

6C. 

In response to the circular requesting another conference the Canterb ury 
36 

Patriotic Fund executive s ugg ested that a, 'united fro nt' was necessary 

beccuse , ' ••• any invasion of the committee's funds or functions on the 
37 

part of the Government is undesirable and unnecessary.' The impression 

~ ~ a~ Russe ll was acte mpting to lumber the societies with more than their 

s~are of respo nsibilities and obtain control of the funds was evident, 

It was qu ite poss ible that he was attempting to divert the funds into 

repa~ riation schemes . 

On 17 February , the second conference was convened without the 

p~e s ence o f the APPWRA wh o refused to participate at ~ conference 

ors ani s ed by Russell . After two days of discussions, three special 

c~~~ittees, which had been fo r med to discuss the issues, reported ba ck 

to the conference. They were in agreement that an Advisory Board 

represencing all of the s ocieties should be established, The ob jective 

of cne Board was to achieve and eradicate overlapping and duplication in 

t . e i tere'sts of efficiency. The role of the Board was to advise che 

societ ies on matters of mutual interest. The officer in charge of the 

War Fund s Office oped that the Advisory Board would be the first step 

to ards the federation of all societies so that a general scheme o 

1 . . f 1 d d . t ld b h . d 3 8 
ce rtra ~sat2on o contra an expen 2 ure cou e ac 2eve • 

'l ' ..J~ 

ibid . 
35 

I ZH, 1 5 January, 1 91 6. 
36 

ZH, 4 February, 1916, p.9. 
37 

ibid . 
38 

see AJHR, H- 22, 1916' p. 1 9. 



. -e L,::e!t., Ti~es viewed the conference as being 'u sefu l• 39 

:: - :: :-e :;_- ex;::re~sed a t-.ope that the conference would form the basis 
40 

:;y-- .• sef_ .:. ·- t:::era:i.J.-: , H:l\,·ever, the general respon se to the 

G 1 • 

~~ - ~=~e-::e ~ y t~e pre s s was ~at favourable . The Otago Daily Times was 

a: ~ :~ ss : ~ co~pre~end Russe -l's suggestion that, 

... :he ~a :~ 1 ~tic associations should supplement 
=~ ~~f:~ oerce ~t the annual payments by the state 
:~ = es~e ::: of p e ~s ions and allowances •••• Russell 
s~~'e .Jf :he s:ate 'paying its share' which should 
:e s~cple~e rt ed by the patrioti~ associations. 4 1 

~-e !~ :~13-= 5:~ = a l so e xpressed its confusion over this issue. Some 

: ~:a: f ur::s ~o~ld have been un able to make such payments. 'The 

3:- .. er- - e n t ,' s:atea the~. ' ••• must realise its responsibilities and 

The Evening Post viewed the 
42 

o, pr i vat e shoulders. 1 

. 43 
'patriotic confus1on.' The Post also stated that after 

:~~patriotic c o~fusion of the past months that, ' ••• the only satisfactory 

~::.:c; : or t~e Scver ,me nt will be to assume a non-existence of pa t riotic 
!.t.. 

s :::e:!es .•. ' and tha t ' ••• probably the societies would be better left 

se;:: '"' rate . 45 F 1 p.J.ans ••• ' ina ly, the Dominion viewed the 

33 displayir.g , , 46 
'narrowness of vision. 

r~e rirst me eting of the Advisory Board was held on 6 Apr i~ , and 

a: :-at •eetin~ a request was forwarded by the Minister of Defence, 

he reqJest was for the societies to contribute £3000 mo nthly 

f::r ext=3 comforts for the sic k and wou nded soldiers overseas . A quo te; 

~ :e - «as c e vi sed to decide the monthly amounts to be contr ibuted from 

Fror. the total monthly contribution it was decided that 

i~ ~ sc wo 'd b e paid to the New Zealand War Contingent Ass ocia tion 

t~=~-9~ : e Hig Co~~issioner, Sir Thomas Mackensie, and the remaining 

t• ::: fta3 to ~e at the disposal of Mackensie . However, complicat ) r,-.s 
t..7 

~ ==~ -=cse wh~ch prevented accurate accounts of expenditure from oei~ o 

-.... . 
. -

. ' 
_ _, 

c -
~· 

~ 1 f e 1 r ua r y, 1 9 1 6 • 

9 february, 1916. 

!. .:· :.:J-:: s ~ .. ~r , 8 february, 1916. 

.... • ..:»- ~ -= ~ 18 february, 1 91 6. 

2' Fe:Jr ... ary, 1916. 

,~~ ~~:= : · i~ ~oci~ ies : Disposal of Funds, file AD 7 0 BR 17/20, 
:.._~, ::1-:;"! . ':o.e = -e-.-.; a . d The Pa t riotic Societ.:.e s , c r n e•n i :...d "1-:-:r:~· 
- :·- - >:~~·c-;. a~ :J c - "' -sian s rroL.nd ing re i,J CoJO cc;. ' , ih· ·· ,. 
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•or .... '! r eed to . 'e Zealand . The cause of which was to remain unknown to 

~ -e ~d iso r y 9oa =o and the societies. 

A~en the Advisory Board met on 22 June, the represe nta tive s 

e-- :=ed a~~~ t t he expenditure of the contribution because fin a ncial 

s:!-e - e~ts ~ad nc ~ be e n received. The absence of statements was to 

This ~egan to draw alarm, The APPWRA felt that the 

:.::- -: : ib_tions .... e re be i ng paid 'blind fold. •
48 

One J . T. Paul of the 

~~-~s ~=) 3ca r~ ~ as worried that the prestige and credibility of the 

~=a=a wc~ :o be impaired if the situation was not resolved . Paul 
49 . 

::e: :: ·.ed : ·. a:. so-:-e -:~ir.g ""as 'radically wrong' and the quest1.on of a 

- .:.s_ s e of fu as ~as als o raised.
50 

By September, the societies had 

ref_sed to for~a rd contributions . On 3 November, a statement pertaining 

~~ vac<ens ie' s ac ccunts up to 18 August, 1916 was submitted to Allen and 

:.~e- :.a :. e Adv~sory Board . This was the first detailed statement of 

ex : e-cit~ =e supp lied to the societies since the first contribution was 

From +~is they could gather some general ideas, 

:: ~: : ; e a=s c ~ r ity of the accounts prevented them from identifying the 

::e: ~ ils of expe nditure of funds supplied by the societies . 
51 

r~jest i ga tions by the Gover nment into Mackensie's accounts 

= ~ e · ~e~ s:•e i~ter e s ti ng features. The investigation discovered that, 

~~c<e~s ie , ~ho had be e n receiving money forwarded 
~~ :~ e I-tE=-a - Affai rs department and outside 
3C- rces si-c e the beginning of the war appears to 
-a~e rode r.o att e mpt t o furnish accounts until 
:.;Jr:.l, ~9 6 . 52 

T~e 3::er~•ent was also unaware of the titles of the accounts, I t was 

d: :~ :::co ·ered t at cont ributions designated for one particular fu~ d 

:=~e3red i• o ~rer f~~ d s for which it was not intended. For insta nc e, ir. 

, ~- . •9 13, ( GOO was forwarded for extra comforts for soldiers in Egypt, 

Cu: .£-s :ead o passing through the comforts account, the amount pas s ed 
53 

, :. -. . -_ .., 

52 

cry account. Similarly, contributions forwarded oy ~~e 

! "'- · 24 fl. J'1 st , 1916 , p.22 • 

·- . '.-:u e ber, 1916 • . -, -

l,ove r:ber, 1916. 

see ~i : ~ - 7g ER 17/20, p.3. 
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· t ~ ~a Qail y Ti mes for wounded sold i ers appeared on a number of accounts. 

The i neptit ude s ur rounding the accounts exacerbated the task of the 

i r\ est i gators becau se the composition of the accounts was ill defined; 

tre a ccounts were dated irregularl y ; no attempt was made to effect a 

:: a ~ 3r. ce betwee r. receipts a nd payme nt s to separate accounts and it was 

difficu l~ to locate where money received for a special purpose was 

For instance, on 20 January, 1915, £500 was received by 

V3c~en sie fo r the Walton Social Hall, but it was discovered that the 

a~cunt was not expended until November, 1916,
55 

Following the controversy surrounding the £3000 contribution, the 

?a~riotic societies settled firmly into the task of administering the 

f~ ~ ds a nd repatria ting the returned soldier, The Advisory Board 

cc~tinued to meet monthly to exchange views on patriotic affairs and the 

Gc ·, ernme nt ceased to appear as an ogre. From time to time the desire to 

na ~io n alise t h e funds, controlled Trom Wellington, was mooted, 

19 17 , the Ret u r ned Soldiers Association was of the opinion that, 

... the vario u s patriotic funds were becoming nothing 
~o re nor les s tha n c haritable institutions a nd that 
~ne G o~ernmen t s hould take control of all these funds 
a; d ~av e c~em administered by one central body.56 

E . ~~ ~ h e APPWRA on 13 June, 1917, suggested that, 

The time ha a arrived for consideration of the 
ac · isa~ility of attempting t he un ification of all 
: he oatriotic funds o f the Dominion along the lines 
oft e Auckland provincial scheme.57 

In May, 

54 

~ ~ e ~PP~RA ~ad a lways opposed such a scheme on the basis that it d id n ot, 

' ... ?rov i de reaso nab le latitude to associated societies in the matter c f 
58 

p c!i c y , cont rol and disbursement of funds,' The reasons for the 

c r.ang e in attitude was due to: the lack of uniformity in the scal e o 

re:ief ana t he policy of the societies throughout the Dominion; tn e 

cif fic lties wi th , and the unsatisfactory position of the recipro cal 

arra ger.ents existing between patriotic societies; and in view o the 

fact of the desi rability of a continuance of patriotic adm-ihistra ion 

= ~ ri •g ~h e war and'for some considerable time thereafter, it was 

s.=:. 
Fi t.D "78 BR 17/20. s ee e 

s : 
i::~d . s ee 

~ . 
.. , "' 1'\ ., -, .. 3 1 :·~ay ; 1917, p,47, 

57 
A • • ·i I. 2 1 j 1917, p. 21 • ne, 

sa 
ibid, 



ne c~ ss a ~ y . in the interests of the returned soldier and de pen dent s , 

~ ~~ t ~3triotic ad~inistration should be unified and con so l i dat ed 

Hc we ver , tne APPWRA '_ Dominion Scheme for New Zealand Soldiers 

~ a. neve= implemented , no r was any national scheme for the unific a tion 

~f ~3 t~iotic fund s admini stered under the auspices of one co ntro l li ng 

::::J _, . It see~ed that all ideas on centralisation were perceived to be 

fa _:t; ir s ome way • For instance 1 Mercutio believed such schemes t o 

. . . t .e national scheme will yet come, but it 
wi :. not be a hapha zard scheme based on a 
de: _ ingto~ dicta torship. When all provinces 
a=e thoroughly organised it will be a good 
time to talk about nationalisation.60 

A: s c the Sout h_a~d Tines believed that the rights of those who provided 

t~e ~on e ) sho uld be recognised. 

!re people who pay have the right to control 
a nd no system of administration is satisfactory 
w~ ich hands over such funds as our war funds to 
t he control of a body which is not in any way 
amenable or responsible to the subscribers.6 1 

wh~le the APPWRA were of the belief that the returned soldier had. 

• •.• e verything to lose and nothing to gain by Government co ntrol of 

. • f d I 
62 h 1 • f . • t~ e catr~ot~c un s. Nevert e ess, representat1ves o the soc1et1es 

~e=e w~lling to listen to ideas on central control, but in the long 

te = ~ t~e y appeared quite content to repatriate the returned soldiers 

e~ j a dninister their f un ds independently at the regional level rather 

t an adhere t o one controlling body at the national level. 

60 

62 

i., tes , i3 June, 
A ~ - a ~eeting of 

18 . 'ovember, 

9 7, Appendage, 
APPWRA, p.3. 

19151 p.14 . 

191 5 . 

l'"lir...Jtes, 13 June, 1917, p.2. 

President's Address at Second 
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Chapter Five 

CONCLU SION 

'P a~r iotism, com~ining coura ge, devotion and self- sa crifice i s 

required to consolidate the Empire,' 
1 

reported the Wellington 

-~~ cf ~he Na vy League in 1907. Patriotism became popular and 

c: __ :~ed greater clout during the pre -war years in the light of 

::: ~.,: 3=itai.;o's d:.min.ishing stature on the world stage. In response 

:: : ~ e u;oce rtain~y surrounding the Empire 's future, organisation s of 

3 ~. triotic nature ' emerged i n a n attempt to help solidify th~ bonds 

:; ~-pire . These organisations were predominantly the offspring of 

== - ~es already in existence in Britain which helped qualify the se ns e 

c~ ,:~ship felt by ew Zealand for the Motherland. Aided by individual s 

~: - - ~ aried occupational stations within the community, the orga nisations 

~:·e -~:ed ~o create an awareness of the issues involved by prea ~h:ng the 

-·--~ J : preparedress and by fostering a patriotic spirit amon gs~ 

:ee::a r ae!"s .. T~e support and e nc ouragement which the organisa t i ons 

:- _-:ered '"'3s u~dcubte dly motivated by New Zealand's natural affi~ity 

, __ ._., : -e ir.:Je r ia ::.. centre and by ~e bel i ef that New Zealand's de s•. iny 

~!:iTa:e::..; =o~-d up wi th that cf Great Britain. 

7~e p~p~::..ar:ty of patrio tism had taught the Domi ni on th~t ;t ~a ~ 

: ~ -~ ~nt" to service and d uri ng the Great War three types of patr icttc 

They were the war relief 

~ c ~:-is:e ring bocies ; tne anti-German leagues and the organisat io~s 

: :- :e=-ec for the welfa re of the soldier. Of the three types, t~~ wa r 

~e::..ief ~c dies were the more extensive and were able to accommodate tre 

; ,~ r:a:ic zeal of the peop le which was undoubtedly accentuated by the 

i-io~ · s geographica l isolation from the theatre of war. By deal1n g 

-..-e ';ew Zealat)d soldi~r and his dependents their ca t.: se was 

They were thus able to exerc ise a greaTe: 

- -=~ ~~ :ve r tre popular mind because they dealt visibl y with the ~nit d: 

:· _ :a se a·· ~-e strug _le and were therefore able to comrnnd a gre3te :-

ra~e~e r, t e pooular patriotic image of a flag wavi ng , 

·:.:: ,.: _ .:;:;.je :·~~· e- .i~gt on Branch), Annual Report, 1907, p.9. 



? ~opa g a - da disse mi nating , all for empire mob hell bent on r e pelling 

t ~ e e ~ e~y ln a wrathful ma nner, which could be like ned to the anti -

~e = ~ a n lea;Les , ,as a~sent with the war relief bodies, I ns te a d, they 

ft~ = e s~~dued businass like organisations dedicated to the mundane , 

~ ~ cariou s task of raising finance an~ providing relief, They were in 

e s se nce a n altr u i s tic expression of New Zealanders caring for 

·. ew Ze a la nd ers. 

Sy fa r :ne more cc 'ourful were the anti-German leag ues which 

c tte~pt ed to parade :he German before the Dominion as eit her, ' ••• a 
2 

tr~:al bu-l y or a low, sneaking, cringing, spying fraud,' Howe v er, 

_ n attem~:ing t o maintain civilian animosity toward s Germany, they 

~ere relatively i neffective . This was due to their sporadic nat ure a s 

#e~l as t Meir failure to command little support, Perhap s their cause 

~as considered insignificant when compared with the cause of the 

~ew Zealand soldie r and his dependents. This in the final ana lys i s wa s 

: o t~e detrime nt of the anti-German leagues because they de a l t with a 

=ause whi c h uncovered very little in the way of pro-Germa ns and, or, 

.::lerrl'an trace , Hence, they dealt with issues which were probabl y 

pe r c eived as being more abstrac t than practical. 

The organisations which were concerned for the welfare at the 

soldier acquired a greater following than the anti-Germa n lea g~es be c a ~ - ~ 

their ca us e was akin to that of the war relief bodies. However , un .:ike 

~he war relief b odies, they catered for the soldier's b usiness a ~ ~ 

d omestic concer n s in his absence and thus provided a mo re persordl ~ ~ e~ 

form of service , They were in essence, the patriotic or ganisatio~a l 

ven t of the ordinary citizen who wished to contribute more tha r just 

fi nanc~. 

During the Great War two polemical issues emerged which ~ung ove r 

";he a funds, They were the fail ure to 

i7p:e e~t a ce~tral co nt rol of funds and the tension betwee ~ t e 

~ove r nme nt and patriotic societies which was precip itated y ~ nth part;~~. 

o~ the o n e hand , the Government resented the socie ties' fail ure a - ;n: ' 

to proposals on central control as well as their obst inate po~~ e ss a - r 

2 
T e Empire's Tas k, •• , p,10, 
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t~e funds, While on the other hand , the societies re sented the 

Gov ernment ' s atte~pt t o economise on repatriation s che mes by charging 

t -e societies with more than their share of responsibilities . This 

w :~ ld have meant t at the funds would have been utilised for other than 

t eir intended purpose, Also the Government's refusal to adopt 

proposal s recomme ~ ded by societies only served to exacerbate the 

:er.sion , On one occasion, Allen, the Minister of Defence, in his 

c~eni~s address at a SDL conference, stated that he probably appeared, 

i~ the eyes of some, as the Devil,
3 

The failure to implement central control was a more complex issue, 

T~e e fficient manag ement of the funds was desired by all concerned, but 

~he failure was d ue possibly to t h ree variables, Firstly, there was a 

clash of proposals which subsequently produced a reluctance t _- experimen t 

wit h new ideas. This in turn produced a stalemate situation, Secondly, 

t~ere was not o ne body in existence which could have effected central 

ce n tral because of tension and an absence of confidence, For instance, 

• ~re ~ overnment was considered, at least in the eyes of the societies, 

co be unt rustworthy, Also, it was believed by some that, 

Hav ing g iven freely towards a purpose .which commanded 
their [subscriberS] interest and sympathy, they 
bubscriber~ are entitled to set up an administering 
body which they can hold responsible for the proper 
use of their money.4 

Tne Government was con s idered not to be such a body, The Advisor y Board 

was considered i ne f fe ctive and the APPWRA was of the belief that the 

3 d I f 11 h f h t • • d I 
5 

car , , • • a s s art o w a 1s requ1re , , • Also, one of the large r 

societies , such as the APPWRA, could not have effected central co nt rol 

tecause other societies would not have been willing to adhere to the 

c omina nce of a ki nd red society, Thirdly, there was the all impor tan t 
' 

f e eling of identity. Thr r,reat War provided the one time when people 

a nd g roups had a chance to elevate their station in society to that of 

national importance like that of the Government, Central contro l wo uld 

hav e eliminated tHat sense of self importance and enthusiasm felt by 

each society. They were thus reluctant to part with their newly 

acquired identity and sense of p urpose by adhering to centra l co ~ tr o l . 

4 

5 

see Proceedings of The Second Division League Conference, p. 1. 

So uth lBnd Times, loc,cit, 

mir.utes , 13 June, 1917, p,4, 
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Finally, one should not overlook the overall significance of 

patriotic organisations. They were in themselves a product of total 

~o=fare and of how far the new warfare could be brought to the 

ci v ilian poo u lation. With anti-German leagues attempting to maintain 

t-e~r hat red o f the foe and patriotic war relief organisations 

ir ·;it ing them to contribute their all, civilians soon found themselves 

~ ~directly fighting the war on the home front, 



APPE DI X A 

03 JEC TS OF THE ~AVY LEAGUE AND WHY THE LEAG UE 

SnOULD BE SU PPORTED BY ALL LOYAL NEW ZEALANDERS 

' T~e Navy League is in no sense a political organisa tion, 

69. 

It work s f or 

tr e we lfa re of the Empire, the preservation of peace and the pro s peri ty 

of ~r e British comm unity . It seeks to educate people to an apprecia ti on 

of o~ r enormous corr.mercial interests, our gigantic mercantile marine, 

o u r immens e vu l nerable as s ets in the shape of colonies and poss e ss ions, 

I t wants to bring home individually the fact that an all powerful navy 

i s our ma in safeguard in the event of war and it recognises that only 

i r dividual app recia tion of this fundamental fact can secure the a bs olute 

c o~ t rol of the seas for Great Britain as a sine qu ~ non , Here 1 n 

' J er~ Zealand the Le agu e seeks; 

A) ~o educate public opinion as to what our naval stre ngth really is . 

3 ~ ~o ed ucate people as to how the navy can · be best helped locally ir . 

time of war. 

C) to see that our own boys have their maritime interests looked af ter 

a 0 d t o try a nd get a training ship for New Zeala nd , 

Dl As knowledge is powe r, so want of knowledge is weakness ; and thi s 

League seeks to remedy the prevailing ignorance on na val matters b y 

distributing literature on the subject to its members and as sociate s. 

n is League appealing as it does to all that is patriotic in t hem, is 

worthy of t he full support of all New Zealanders, as tending, by ana he r 

i ~ k in the already strong. chain of attachment to the motber countr y , to ~ 

b~ ~d us yet closer together.' 

(Navy League Journal, No.23, May, 1 Bq7 , iJ . 1 · · 
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APPEND IX B 

OBJECTIVES OF TH E NATIO NAL DEFE NCE LEAG UE 

~ c e n s u re domestic peace a nd security from all possible invasion by 

~ ~ taining the national adoption of the following safeguards;-

(a} Universal defensive training, either ashore or afloat, of all 

boys and young men until the age of 21, with encouragement of 

continued t r ain i ng. 

(c. All men engaged in e very bra n ch of the local marit i me and 

waterside ind~stries t o be lice nsedJ prefere nce i n all s t ate 

e~ployment and licensed oc c upations to British citizens wh o 

fulfil special t r a i n i n g conditions. 

( c . All assisted immigra t ion to be confined to British stock and 

to tho s e wh o have f ulfilled or agree to fulfil special tra i nin g 

conditions . 

1 c ) Rifle ranges to be provided in every township and Morris tube 

ranges in every u r ban and suburban school district. 

( e . Sufficient rifles t o L1 kept in the country to arm every c a p a ble 

citizen a nd sufficie n t ammunition in suitable centres to make 

all riflemen e ffe ct ive for defence. 

(f~ Any other legit i mate means for strengthening national defe nce . 

{Defence, Vol.1, No.1, November . ~ 90( . 
. p. 3) 
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EIUpire 
Service League 

WELLINGTON 

Preai~eat: 

The Ho•. J. G. W. AITKEN, M.L.C. 

Hoa. Secretary : 

Capt. de R. BARCLAY 
3 W ealey Road, W ell;.,t .. 

T elephoae 4456 

Hoa. Treaaurer : 

Mr. JAMES MACINTOSH 
t lo Wricht, Stepheaaoa & Co., 

Welliactoa 

Hoa. General Seuetary for the Domiaioa : 

Mr. PERCIVAL WITHERBY 
Napitr 

A N a tiona I Crusade 
The object of thii-1 League i!'l to support and ext~:ud thL· practice of ·~ho-;e 

p•·iudples which, while they form the basis of ch·ilized S()('iet.'· and gOOtl Gon·rn
IU L· nt, and arc accepted generall.'· by a ll eiv ili zL·tl communif il':-; uw l n· li!!iOn!\. still 
are not as earnestly followed iu ou1· daily li f{· ~md in t h(· present crisis, a::; they 
~hould be. These p r ineipl t·!' include:-

1. To unite more thorough!.'· for the defenee of the Em pi •·~·- <~ nd for t lw 
t~xtf'll~ion of th e f reed om we ha,·c inher·ited. 

:.!. To exteu<l our JwrsonHI symp<-tth_,. and <tel ivt· support to a ll rc<lsonable 
f' fforts tn impro,·e t lw moral and mat e •·ial c·onditi ow; of life in this Dominion . 

J. To promoh· the closer and more earnest f'X(' reisf' of s:•mpathy and mutual 
trust lll't Wf't' ll' 'lHplo.n·rs and employed . mal n h('lt t·r und Prsta nding of each other's 
Him~ ;w r1 ~tspintt i ons. 

4. To diseom·nge waste a rising from extru\"agance in li\"ing and r ecrf'nt ion 
am on~ nil dusses. 

5. And. abo\'e all , toiulfil ou r most urgt• nt ami sac l't'tl duty by ensuring that 
those who 8 1" ' ' now gi\·iug tht•i•· sen ·it·t'S and risking tlll'ir I ins for us. at th t· Front 
:-:hall Oe proper!~· supported iu th e prt·S('nt crisis, and shall not be sacrificed or 
nbantloned through those of us who remain her e in safNy. sel fish ! ~- occupying 
oursdves in promoting our own interests or pleasures. forget ful of our duty. 

Tht' \Var which is tle \'aStAt ing th t' wo l"id has shown ;Jt,. lll"g"t>nt n eetl for 
Pducat ing ourseh ·£>S to Pxercise mor·e act h-e personal s~·mpHthy an ti St•n-iet· to o11 t: 
anotlwr. At present it is abo\"e a ll th ings es.<o(•n tia l that tho~t· living in ~ctff'ty in 
New Zealand, should do their dut~· towards those who at·e engagt:tl in £ur more 
arduous and uobl t> duti('s at the Front. 

E\•ery man and woman who agrees with tht•st• st•ntim ... nls can ctss i ~t in fur
ihering them in some way. The l'lmrche-s, the Schools nnd tlw Press have excep
tional opportunities. Leaders of industr ial 1nlions, Hkmlwrs of publ ic bodies. 
private employers of labour and men o.f bnsines."J. ha,·e cppor!tmities for speehtl 
influence; but without the willing and sincere co-op(>nltion of all citizens, irreSp('C
tive of position. no great improvement can be attained. 

Branches of this League will be formeJ in \"Urious centres throughout the 
Dominion to give effect to these views. lt is not intended that these Branches be 
me1·e tl ebating socit·ties, but each o.f them should form a committee to circulate the 
pamphlet " What Freedom Means, " and other suitnble literat nrl', and in addition, 
to issue forms for signature by citizens of every class ontl oec11pation, pledging 
themselves to join and support the Empire Service Leugue. 

The mo\'ement being entirely a volunt ary On(', it is uot proposed to have 
a membership fee. The small expenses incurred in its fur tlwrance will be met 
by volu ntary contributions from members~ which wi ll be duly acknowledged by 
the Bon . Treasurer. 

It is b.!lie\·e<l that many thousands o! peopl(' ttppt't"Cin ting the spirit of this 
movement will readily sign the form of memlwt·ship. nml that widespread acth·e 
co-opera tion will thereby be ensured. 

The Radgt• of the Leag . (price 1/ · ) can be obtained from the Bon. Secretary . 

.. ~A • .. ... .. .... ... • • ' '" ...... 0 ' .... -.- .- .. - - .. .. ... o .. .... . . , .... .............. . .. ,.. ..... ...................... """ " "'""" ' """' " ..... . .......... '""' 0 '" 

. ? . Witre::by . 'nat Freedom Means . Hastings, 1917, By Cour . ·s :: 
; :e.<a-cer T ·r n bull ibrary). 

71 . 



72 . 

~PPE r-; DIX 0 

S UGS ~ S T :::J ~ C:SPC ' J S I EILIT IES OF PATRIOTIC SOCIETIE S 

_ f all o ~in g sug ~ ested functions of, and expenditure by, Patriotic 

: . -~i:tees was =arried out; 

' . Prov ision fo r supp lementing separation allowance for the wives 

of married soldiers where necessary. 

2 Assista ~ ce to pa rents or others depending wholly or partially 

on soldiers or sailors. 

3 ' Assistance to and comforts for, children of soldiers so that 

none may suffer from the absence of parents at the Front. 

3A ' ~dditions to the incomes of soldiers whether on service or 

discharged, where necessary. 

4 ~ Providi ng comforts and other things not being actual neces s1tie s , 

to the si c k and wounded outside the Dominion. The Minister named 

[6,000 as the sum required monthly to adequately provide these in 

~~gland , Eg ypt , Malta, etc. 

~ ~e f~ll owin g s ugges tions were made by Dr. Valentine, Inspector Ge neral 

o Ho s pi t als, that, as a general principle, it might be agreed that all 

~ec e ss itie s for the sick and wounded should be provided by the 

· o •er n ent , a nd that anything partaking of luxury should be prov ideo 

~ Y the patriotic societies, and, further; 

. , Tne Government provides various institutions, such as Ho s p i:a s, 

sa atori u s, etc., that are necessary, with a view of re stor i ng 

s ick a d wo unde d to their normal state of health, and the Patriot1c 

Societi e s to provide any special accommodation that migh b e 

ne=essary , such as, 

(a) ~onvalescent Homes attached to the hospitals or thermal 

Sa '1atoria. 
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(b) Convalesc ent Homes, where patients could be provided with 

fac ilities for sea bat~ing, a very important form of 

treatment for some cases. 

2 ) Also chat Patriotic Committees might very well attend to the 

exoense con nected with minor wants of such patients, such as, 

(a) Provi sion of stamps, stationery, telegrams and conduct 

the correspondence of those unable to write, and, 

(c) The provision of reading material, and luxuries as regards 

food and drink, sanctioned by the Medical Authorities. 

3 ) To assist in providing suitable clothing, outer as well as under 

garments , for hospital patients. 

') The payment of travelling expenses of relatives of patients unable 

to afford the cost of visiting their soldier relations in 

hospital. 

S ) The provision of suitable games for the patients and means of 

recreation and employment. 

6 ) Finding suitable work for maimed patients or others, 

7 ) Providing motor cars, boats, etc. for patients for trips ac 

h e a lth resorts, such as, Rotorua, etc, 

6 ) Entertainments, concerts, theatres, etc. where possible under 

contra of members of the Local Committee. 

(minutes, 25 November, 191 5 , appe·,oa _,. 
report of Patriotic Society c on fe:- e•·:e' 
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