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Abstract

Research indicates that in the last five decadesns of Satanic ritual abuse (RA), and the
numbers of clients receiving counselling for RAyéancreased in all Western countries. This
has resulted in an increased corpus of relateciitee overseas, which includes studies in which
facticity as well as aetiology, symptomology andatment are debated. This present study
focuses on a New Zealand context, and examinesithef New Zealand counsellors in relation

to their views regarding RA and the counsellindré¥ clients.

Social constructionist and positivist epistemolsgiere evaluated in terms of their suitability for
this research, and the discourse analytic methoeloleed by Potter and Wetherell (1987)
chosen as the means by which participants’ talkhtriig analysed in such a way as to allow the
inclusion of multiple constructions and the emeggenf the many discourses and conflicting
ideas which occur in overseas literature. A brealéction of the literature was first critically

analysed to give an understanding of the topic.

Nine counsellors gave interviews, eight women and man, all Pakeha, six of whom were
ACC-registered (Accident Compensation Commissi@®92. The participants constructed RA
as a physical reality, which was justified by tlee wf thecredible clientdiscourse. A traditional
linguistic repertoire furnished a discourse gdvernment backingwhich was employed to
warrant voice. A moral stake in counselling, nantedcern for the clientwas shown to be
present in all arguments. The participants consttuthree truths relative to contextlemal
truth, the counsellor'struth, and theclient’s truth Recovered memories were given a dual
construction which legitimised correct and incotreecall. DSM-IV (American Psychiatric
Association, 2000)abelling was debated in a discourseanfibivalenceFinally in a discourse of
preparednessthe participants constructed the therapeutidsskiéeded to treat RA clients. The
thesis concludes by highlighting the participamtsnments regarding the need for openness and

awareness, and specialised literature and trafoingounsellors treating RA clients.
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