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FRONTISPIECE 

Mr and Mrs McKenzie of Queenstown, with Pandita Ramabai (founder of the Ramabai 
Mukti Mission) and Indian children from the Mukti Mission orphanage. 
(Helen S. Dyer, Pandita Ramabai: A Great Life in Indian Missions, London: Pickering & Ing1is, no date, 
facing p. 41) 

There are over a thousand millions of men and women who are not in any sense 
Christianised. Thirty-five millions of these pass every year, in one ghastly, reproachful, 
mournful procession, into Christless graves. Nineteen centuries have passed away, and 
only one-third of the population of our earth is even nominally Christian. These 
hopeless souls would belt this earth no less than forty times, if they stood with 
outstretched hands side by side, and this at the dawn of the Twentieth Century! Three 
millions, at least, have been baptised into the Christian faith during this century, and in 
that fact we greatly rejoice. But the natural increase of the heathen world in that time 
has been 200 millions . . . .  It is surely time apathy gave place to enthusiasm, and 
niggardliness to generosity, selfishness to self-sacrifice, and indifference to compassion. 
(Author unknown, Missionary Messenger, June ( 1 899), p. 2) 
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ABSTRACT 

Between 1 868 and 1 926 a significant number of New Zealand Protestant Christians 

participated in the international missionary movement as missionaries and supporters. 

Early missionary sentiments were derived from historical British roots. A range of 

domestic and international influences progressively shaped the New Zealand movement 

from the 1 890s, and there was demonstrable and sustained growth in the number of 

missionary departures. From 1 900 onwards missionary support and enthusiasm was 

organised with increasing sophistication, and the base of national fmancial support grew 

accordingly. In the aftermath of World War One missionary interest and support 

continued to grow, with missionary departure rates in the 1 920s reaching unprecedented 

levels. By the end of the 1 920s greatest growth occurred amongst the non­

denominational organisations, many of which identified with conservative evangelical 

churches reacting to liberalising tendencies in society and theology. For the same 

reasons a hitherto variegated and broadly evangelical theology of mission became 

increasingly splintered. By the 1 920s a formalised, sophisticated, articulated and well­

supported foreign missions movement was a central feature of New Zealand church life, 

although this was varyingly expressed at the denominational, regional and 

congregational level. Whilst it was not strictly true that the missionary movement was 

solely a women's movement, women were influentially central to it as supporters, 

participants and thinkers. Missionary service was an important vehicle by which they 

could enter public spheres of church life and exercise an influence. Children, young 

people and students were also prominent. The missionary movement was a religious 

movement, steeped in a theological rationale and drawing upon a prevailing set of 

spiritual sentiments that encouraged personal activism, consecration and practical loving 

service. Theological and spiritual motivation was intertwined with a complex mix of 

extra-religious factors. Therefore motivation was partly differentiated along lines of 

gender and intersected with prevailing imperialist sentiments. The New Zealand 

Protestant missionary movement, set in these terms, was both an integral part of the 

wider international missionary movement, and an important way by which New 

Zealand's  emerging religious identity was shaped in the late colonial period. 
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